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Contracts  for  saloons,  with  moael  cases  and  galleries,  fitted  up  in  the 

east  and  west  wings  of  the  Patent  Office.    Copies  of  bias  and... . 
Contracts  for  t^ie  construction  of  the  Patent  Office  building.    Report  of 

the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  relative  to 

Cotton.     (See  Exported.)  I 
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INDEX. 


Subject. 


Counterfeiting  the  frank  of  a  Senator  of  the  United  States.  Report  of 
the  trial  and  acquittal  of  William  D.  Phillips,  on  a  charge  of..... 

Coonterieitine  and  deteriorating  of  the  coins  of  the  United  States.  Re- 
port of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  examine  the  mode  pro- 
posed by  Doctor  J.  T.  Barcla^r  of  preventing  the  abrasion , 

Court-noases,  Ac,  Report  of  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the  construction 
of ..., 

Courts  in  China.  Regulations  of  fees  of  clerks,  marshals,  and  criers  in 
the  consular 

Crimean  war,  (quarto.)    Report  of  Major  Delafield  on  the 

Crimean  war,  (quarto.)  Report  of  Major  Mordecai  on  the  military 
operations  in  the 

Costom-houses,  dkc.  Report  of  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the  construc- 
tion of. 

Custom-house  at  New  Orleans.  Report  in  relation  to  the  condition 
and  propriety  of  making  an  appropriation  for  the  completion  of 
the , 


D. 

Dalles  City,  in  Oregon,  to  Great  Salt  Lake  City,  in  Utah,  and  back. 
Report  of  an  expedition  from • 

Dead  letters.    (See  Postage.) 

Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Report  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Institution  for  the 

Deaths,  resignations,  and  dismissions  in  the  nary  since  December  1, 
1858.    Statement  of. 

Debt  of  the  banks  of  the  United  States.    (See  Banks.) 

Debt  on  the  1st  of  July,  1858 ;  and,  also,  on  the  Ist  of  July,  1859,  in- 
cluding treasury  notes  issued  under  the  act  of  December  23, 1857. 
Statement  Af  amount  of  the  public 

De&leation.     (See  Postmaster  at  Aew  York.) 

Delafield  on  the  Crimean  war,  (quarto.)    Report  of  Major 

Director  of  the  Mint.    (See  .Mm/.) 

Dismissions  in  the  navy  since  December  1,  1858.    List  of. 

District  land  offices.     (See  Land  Offices.) 

District  of  Columbia.    Report  on  the  condition,  d&c,  of  the  Washing- 
^  ton  aqueduct  in  the... 

District  of  Columbia.  Report  of  the  resident  physician  of  the  Wash- 
ington Infirmary  in  the , 

District  of  Columbia.  Report  of  the  Warden  of  the  Penitentiary  in 
the 

District  of  Columbia  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1859.  Report  of 
the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  government  Hospital  for  the  Insane 
in  the 

District  of  Columbia.    Report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Institu- 
^  tion  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind  in  the 

District  of  Columbia.  Report  of  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the  finished 
portion  of  the  Potomac  water-works  in  the 

District  of  Columbia.  Report  in  relation  to  obstructions  of  streets, 
avenues,  and  public  reservations  in  the  city  of  Washington,  in 
the , 

Documents,  dbc.,  received  and  disposed  of  by  him  under  resolutions 
of  January  28,  1857,  March  20,  1858,  and  third  section  of  act  of 
February  5, 1859.    Register  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of... 

Domestic  produce.    (See  Produce.) 

Dumb.    (See  Deaf  and  Dumb.) 

Duties,  revenues,  and  public  expenditures,  during  the  year  ending 
June  30, 1859,  agreeably  to  warrants  issued,  exclusive  of  trust 
funds  and  treasury  notes  funded.    Statement  of. 

Dutiable  merchandise  reexported,  annually,  from  1821  to  1859;  and 
the  value  reexported  from  warehouse,  under  act  of  August, 
1846.    Statement  of  the  value  of 

Duties  accruing  thereon;  also,  the  name  of  articles  imported  free  of 
duty  durmg  the  same  period,  including  those  made  free  by  the 
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Subject. 


Page 


act*of  March  3, 1857.  Statement  of  the  value  of  merchandise 
imported  during  the  fiscal  years  ending  June  30, 1856, 1857, 1858, 
and  1859,  with  the 

Duty  which  accrued  thereon  during  the  same  periods,  respectiyely. 
Statement  of  the  value  of  woolens,  cottons,  hempen  goods,  iron 
and  the  manufactures  of  iron,  sugar,  hemp,  (unmanufactured,) 
salt,  and  coal,  imported  annually  from  lo44  to  1859,  (afler  de- 
ducting reexportations,)  and  the  amount  of , 

Duty,  and  such  as  are  not  subject  to  duty,  distinguishing  Canada  from 
the  other  provinces.  Statement  of  imports  and  exports  between 
the  Unitea  States  and  the  British  North  American  Provinces, 
annually  since  1850,  showing  the  imports  and  exports  subject 


to 


E. 

Edwards  and  his  associates.  Veto  by  the  President  of  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Arthur 

Engineer  in  charge  of  the  construction  of  custom-houses,  court-houses, 
post  offices,  marine  hospitals,  and  other  public  buildings,  con- 
fided to  the  charge  of  the  Treasury  Department.  Report  of 
the 

Engineers,  during  the  past  year,  dbc.  Statement  of  duties  and  stations 
of  the  corps  of  Topog^phical 

Engineers,  in  relation  to  tiie  explorations  of  the  San  Juan  and  Yellow 
Stone  rivers  and  the  smking  of  artesian  wells  on  the  public 
lands.    Repbrt  of  Captain  Humphreys  of  the  Topographical.... 

Engineer  Department,  in  relation  to  the  condition,  &c.,  of  Uie  various 
fortifications  and  the  Military  Academy,  at  West  Point,  New 
York.    Report  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  D^  Russv,  of  the 

England  and  France,  relating  to  the  verification  of  tne  nationality  of 
shipping.    Correspondence  with  diplomatic  representatives  of.... 

Enlistment  or  American  citizens  in  the  army  of  Prussia.  Corres- 
pondence relating  to  the  compulsory 

Estimates  of  appropriations  for  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Lana  Office  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1861 

Estimates  for  the  surveying  department  of  the  General  Land  Office  for 
the  year  ending^  June  30, 1861 

Estimate  (general)  of  appropriations  for  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  and  Southwest  Executive  Building  for  the  year  ending 
June  30, 1861 

Estimate  (general,  civil)  of  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and 
Bureaus  of  the  Department 

Estimate  Tgeneral)  of  the  Southwest  Executive  Building 

Estimate  (summary)  for  all  objects  under  the  control  or  the  Navy  De- 
partment  

Estimate  (general^  for  the  navy  proper 

Estimate  ^generali  for  the  marme  corps 

Estimate  (general)  for  special  objects  under  the  control  of  the  Navy 
Department 

Estimates  for  the  Indian  service  in  Oregon  and  Washington  for  the  cur- 
rent and  ensuing  fiscal  years 

Estimate  of  the  amount  that  will  be  required  to  hold  a  council  with 
the  Kiowas,  Camanches,  and  other  Indians  who  roam  near  the 
Arkansas  river,  west  of  one  hundredth  degree  of  west  longitude; 
with  the  Arrapahoes  and  Cheyennes,  located  below  the  south 
fork  of  the  Platte  river;  and,  also,  for  a  council  whh  the  Red 
Lake  Chippewas  and  the  Indians  of  the  Red  River,  in  the  State 
of  Minnesota,  for  the  extinguishment  of  their  title  to  lands  in 
that  State 

Estimate  under  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  of  Au|^st  18, 1856,  rela- 
tive to  clerk  hire  and  office  expenses  of  the  district  land  offices.. 

Estimate  of  the  amount  required  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  office  of 
the  Potomac  water-works  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1859 

Expedition  from  Dalles  city,  in  Oregon,  to  Great  Salt  Lake  city,  in 
Utah,  and  back.    Report  of  an 
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Subject. 


Expenditures  and  balances  of  navy  appropriations.     Statement  of 

Second  Comptroller  of  navy  appropriations 

Expenditures  under  the  head  of  "contingent  expenses  of  the  navy.'* 
as  settled  and  allowed  at  the  office  of  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the 

Treasury,  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1859.    Abstract  of 

Expenditures  of  the  navy,  as  settled  and  allowed  at  the  Fourth  Audi- 
tor's office.    Statement  of  contingent 

Expenditures  of  the  Post  Office  Department  for  the  year  ending  June 

30, 1859.    Statement  of  receipts  and 

Expenditures  of  the  government  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1859,  and 

Quarter  ending  September  30,  1859.    Statement  of. 

Expenoitures  of  the  marine  hospital  fand,  &^,    Statement  of  receipts 

and 

Expenditures  from  1789  to  1859,  and  the  particular  tariff  and  price  of 
lands  under  which  the  revenue  from  those  sources  was  collected. 
Statement  of  revenue  collected  under  the  headsof  customs,  pub- 
lic lands,and  miscellaneous  sources,  Ac,  and  the , 

Explorations  of  the  San  Juan  and  Yellow  Stone  rivers  and  the  sinking 

of  artesian  wells.    Report  in  relation  to 

Exported  from  the  United  States  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1859. 
Statement  of  the  value  of  foreign  merchandise  imported  into, 

and  the  value  of  foreign  merchandise  and  domestic  produce. 

Exports  of  specie  and  bullion;  the  imports  entered  for  consumption, 
and  specie  and  bullion;  the  domestic  exports  and  specie  and  bul- 
lion; the  excess  of  specie  and  bullion  exports  over  imports  of 
the  same,  and  the  excess  of  imports  over  exports  of  the  same. 

Statement  of  the  imports  and 

Exports  of  foreign  merchandise  and  domestic  produce  to  the  British 
East  Indies,  Phillipine  Islands,  Cuba,  Porto  Rico,  Two  Sicilies, 
Hayti,  New  Granada,  Venezuela,  Brazil,  and  China,  during  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1859.  Statement  of  the  value  of  articles 
of  foreign  production  imported  into  the  United  States  from,  and 

the 

Export  and  import  trade  of  the  United  States  with  Great  Britain  and 
France  tor  the  years  ending  June  30,  1853,  1854, 1855, 1856,  and 
1857;  also  the  quantity  and  value  of  iron  and  manufactures  of 
wool  from  Great  Britain,  and  manufactures  of  silk,  wines,  and 
distilled  liquors,  from  France.    Statement  of  the 

Exported  annually  from  1821  to  1859;  also,  amount  of  importation 
over  exportation  and  of  exportation  over  importation  during  the 
same  years.    Statement  of  the  amount  of  coin  and  bullion 

Exports  and  imports  from  the  beginning  of  the  government  to  June  30, 
1859.    Statement  of  the  gross  value  of. 

Exported  to  foreign  countries  from  1846  to  1859.  Statement  of  the 
value  of  manufactured  articles  of  domestic  produce... 

Exports  of  domestic  produce,  d&c,  of  the  United  States,  annually, 
from  1847  to  1859.    Summair  view  of  the 

Exported  annually  from  1821  to  18d9.  Statement  of  the  value  of  for- 
eifipn  merchandise  and  domestic  produce 

Exported  annually  from  1821  to  1859,  and  value  reexported  from  ware- 
house, under  act  of  April,  1846.  Statement  of  the  value  of  du- 
tiable merchandise  re- 

Exported  annually  from  1821  to  1859.  Statement  of  the  aggregate 
value  of  breadstuffs  and  provisions 

Exported  annually  from  1821  to  1859,  and  the  average  price  thereof 
per  pound.    Statement  of  the  value  and  quantity  of  cotton 

Exported  annually  from  1821  to  1859.    Statement  of  tobacco  and  rice. 

Exported  to  foreign  countries  from  1840  to  1859;  and  the  domestic  ex- 
ports of  like  articles  for  the  same  periods.  Statement  of  the 
value  of  iron  and  manufactures  of  iron,  and  iron  and  steel;  steel; 
wool  and  manufactures  thereof;  manufactures  of  cotton;  silk  and 
manufactures  thereof;  flax,  linen,  and  linen  fabrics;  hemp  and 
manufactures  thereof;  Manilla,  sun,  and  other  hemps  of  India; 
and  silk  and  worsted  goods  imported  from  and 

Exports  to  and  imports  from  Canada  and  other  British  possessions  in 
North  America  from  1851  to  1859.    Statement  of 
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Page. 
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12 

12 

12 
12 
12 


F. 

Fees  in  the  consular  courts  of  the  United  States  in  China.  Regulations 
of  clerks,  marshals,  and  criers* 

Fees  received  by  the  consular  officers  in  1858,  with  a  tariff  of  consular 
fees  and  list  of  consular  officers  on  the  Slst  December,  1859, 
Ac,    Statement  of 

Finances.  Annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
state  of  the 

Fifth  Auditor.    (See  Auditor,) 

First  Comptroller.    (See  Comptroller.) 

First  Auditor.    (See  Auditor.) 

Flax  imported.    (See  Imported.) 

Foreign  merchandise.    (See  Imported.) 

Foreign  productions.    (See  Importi — Exports.) 

Fortincations.    Memoir  of  Lieutenant  Morton  on  American 

Fortifications  in  1859.    Report  on  the  armament  of. 


Fort  Laramie  to  Fort  Randall.  Report  and  diary  of  Lieutenant  An- 
derson's march,  in  August,  1859,  from 

Forts  and  other  military  defenses  of  the  United  States  in  1859.  Report 
of  the  condition,  repairs,  dbc.,  of  the 

Fourth  Auditor.    (See  Auditor.) 

France  and  England  in  relation  to  the  verification  of  the  nationality 
of  shipping.  Correspondence  with  the  diplomatic  representa- 
tives of. 

France  for  the  years  ending  June  30, 1853,  1854, 1855,  1856,  and  1857, 
Statement  of  imports,  Ac.,  from 

Frank  of  Senator  Douglas.  Report  of  the  United  States  district  attor- 
ney for  the  District  of  Columbia  in  relation  to  the  trial  of  Wil- 
liam D.  Phillips,  charged  with  counterfeitingr  the 

Funds  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  for  the  fisod  ^rear  ending  June 
30,  1859.    Statement  of  balances  of  appropriations  of  trust 
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Exports  of  the  growth,  produce,  and  manufacture  of  the  United  States 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1859.  Statement  of  the 
value  of. 

Exports  subject  to  duty,  and  such  as  are  not  subject  to  duty,  distin- 
guishing Canada  from  the  other  provinces.  Statement  of  the 
trade  and  commerce  of  the  United  States  with  the  British  North 
American  provinces  annually  since  1850,  showing  the  imports 
and 

Elxports  of  domestic  produce,  the  (quantity  and  value  shipped  to  each 
country,  the  amount  in  American  vessels,  in  foreign  vessels,  and 
the  aggregate  value  thereof,  (Com.  and  Nav.)  Greneral  state- 
ment of  the 

Exports  of  domestic  produce,  with  the  articles  and  their  value  classi- 
fied under  the  several  heads  of  production,  (Com.  and  Nav.) 
Summary  statement  of  the 

Exported  and  ttie  quality  and  value  shipped  to  each  country,  (Com. 
and  Nav.)  General  statement  of  articles  of  foreign  merchan- 
dise  

Exported,  with  the  amount  in  American  vessels,  in  foreign  vessels,  and 
the  aggr^ate  value  thereof,  (Com.  and  Nav.)  Summary  state- 
ment of  the  value  of  foreign  merchandise 

Exported  from  each  collection  district  in  the  country,  (Com.  and  Nav. 
Rep.)  Statement  of  the  quantity  and  value  of  domestic  pro- 
duce  

Exported  from  each  collection  district,  (Com.  and  Nav.  Rep.)  State- 
ment of  the  quantity  and  value  of  foreign  merchandise 

Exports  and  imports  from  each  foreign  country, &«.,  during  the  year 
ending  June  30, 1859,  (Com.  and  Nav.)    Statement  of  the 
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Subject. 


Page. 


O. 

Grenend  Land  Office.    (See  Land  Offiee.) 

Gold  of  domestic  production  deposited  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States 
and  its  branches  during  tne  year  ending  June  30, 1859.  State- 
ment of  the  amount  of. 

Grold  and  silyer  coins  of  different  nations.  Statement  of  the  weight, 
fineness,  and  value  of. 

Great  Britain,  correspondence  relating  to  the  claim  of,  to  the  Island  of 
San  Juan 

Great  Britain,  of  December  15,  1848.    Settlement  of  further  details  of 

f»ostal  service  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and 
reland,  under  the  postal  treaty  with 

Great  Britain  and  France  for  the  years  ending  June  30, 1853, 1854, 

1855,  1856,  and  1857.    Statement  of  imports  from 

Great  Salt  Lake  City,  in  Utah.    Report  of  an  expedition  from  Dalles 

City,  in  Oregon,  to - 

Greenville,  in  said  district.    Report  and  correspondence  relative  to 
depredations  upon  the  mail  in  the  Greenville  district,  South 
Carolina,  and  the  insufficiency  of  the  post  office  building  at 


H. 

Hall's  mail  route  preemption  case.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior, with  copies  of  papers  in  reference  to  Jacob 


Harbors  on  Lakes  Michigan,  St.  Clair,  Erie,  Ontario,  and  Champlain, 
for  the  year  1859.  Report  on  the  condition  and  progress  of  the 
works  on  the « 


Harper's  Ferry,  October  17,  1859.  Report  of  Colonel  Lee,  com- 
manding the  United  States  troops  in  suppressing,  by  military 
force,  the  insurrection  of  John  Brown  ana  bis  followers  at 

Hemp  imported.    (See  Imported.) 

Hospital  for  the  Insane  in  the  District  of  Columbia  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1859.    Report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  government. 

Hospital  fund  for  the  rehcf  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen  in  the  ports  of 
the  United  States.  Annual  report  of  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
the  marine..... 

Hospitals.    Report  of  the  engineer  in  charce  of  the  marine 

Hospitals,  the  seamen  or  patients  admittea  therein,  number  and  com- 
pensation of  persons  employed  therein,  and  total  expenses  of 
each,  for  each  of  the  years  1854,  1855,  1856,  1857,  1858,  and 
1859.    Statement  of  the  number  and  location  of  United  States.... 

I. 

Imports,  the  countries  from  whence  imported,  with  the  quantity  and 
value  of  each  class  of  merchandise.  (Commerce  and  Naviga- 
tion Report.)    Greneral  statement  of. 

Imports  in  American  vessels,  in  foreign  vessels,  the  value  from  each 
country^  and  the  aggregate  value  thereof.  (Commerce  and 
Navigation  Report.)    Summary  statement  of  the  value  of. 

Imported  into  each  collection  district.  (Commerce  and  Navigation 
Report.^    Statement  of  the  value  of  foreign  merchandise 

Imported  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1859.  (Commerce  and 
Navi^tion  Report.)  Statements  (general  and  summary)  ex- 
hibiting the  inairect  trade  of  the  United  States,  the  countries  of 
production  and  shipment,  with  the  value  of  the  articles.. 

Imports  from  each  foreign  country,  and  the  tonnage  of  American  and 
forei^  vessels  arriving  from  and  departing  to  each  foreign  coun- 
try m  the  year  1858-59.  (Commerce  and  Navigation.)  State- 
ment of  the  value  of  exports  to  and 

Imported  and  exported  annually  from  1821  to  1859,  also  the  amount  of 
importation  over  exportation,  and  of  exportation  over  importa- 
tion, during  the  same  years.    Statement  of  coin  and  bullion 
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Subject. 


Imports  from  the  beginning  of  the  government  to  June  30, 1859.  State- 
ment of  the  gross  viuue  of  exports  and 

Imported,  reexported,  and  consumed  annualhr,  from  1821  to  1859,  with 
the  estimated  population  and  rate  of  consumption  per  capita, 
during  the  same  period.  Statement  of  the  value  of  foreign  mer- 
chancUse 

Imports,  and  the  imports  consumed  in  the  United  States,  exclusive  of 
specie,  during  each  fiscal  year  from  1821  to  1859,  with  the  value 
of  foreign  and  domestic  exports,  exclusive  of  specie,  and  the 
tonnage  employed  during  tne  same  period.  Statement  of  the 
total  value  of. 

Imported  annually  from  1843  to  1859.  Statement  of  the  qiumtity  of 
wine,  spirits,  dbc 

Imports,  annually,  from  1821  to  1859.    Statement  of  the  value  of. 

Imported  from  and  exported  to  foreign  countries  from  1840  to  1859 ; 
and  the  domestic  exports  of  like  articles  for  the  same  periods. 
Statement  of  the  value  of  iron,  and  iron  and  steel;  steel;  wool, 
and  manufactures  thereof;  manufactures  of  cotton;  silk,  and 
manufactures  thereof;  flax;  linen,  and  linen  fabrics;  hemp,  and 
manufiictures  thereof;  Manilla,  sun,  and  other  hemps  of  India; 
and  silk  and  worsted  goods 

Imported,  annually,  from  1^7  to  1859,  with  the  duties  which  accrued 
o  thereon  dunng  each  year,  respectively,  and  brandies  for  the  years 
1856,  1857,  1858,  and  1859.  Statement  of  the  value  of  iron, 
manufactures  of  iron  and  iron  and  steel;  steel;  sufar;  wines;  and 
all  fabrics  of  which  wool,  cotton,  silk,  flax,  or  nemp  is  a  com- 
ponent part 

Imports  from  Canada,  and  other  British  possessions  in  North  America, 
from  1851  to  1859.    Statement  of  exports  to  and 

Imports  and  exports  subject  to  duty,  and  such  as  are  not  subject  to 
duty,  distinguishing  Canada  from  the  other  provinces.  State- 
ment of  the  trade  and  commerce  between  the  United  States  and 
the  British  North  American  provinces  annually  since  1850, 
showing  the 

Imported  annually  from  1844  to  1859,  (after  deductins;  re^portations,) 
and  the  amount  of  duty  which  accrued  on  eacn  during  the  same 
period.  Statement  of  the  value  of  woolens,  cottons,  hempen 
goods,  iron,  and  manufactures  of  iron,  sugar,  hemp,  (unmanu- 
factured,^ salt,  and  coal 

Imported  into  the  United  States  during  the  fiscal  years  ending  June  30, 
1856,  1857,  1858,  and  1859.  Statement  of  the  quantity  and 
value  of  iron  and  steel 

Imported  during  the  fiscal  years  ending  June  30,  1856, 1857, 1858,  and 
1859,  wiui  the  duties  accruing  thereon  ;  also  the  value  of  articles 
imported  free  of  duty  during  the  same  period,  including  those 
made  free  by  the  act  of  March  3, 1857.  Statement  of  the  value 
of  merchandise 

Imported  into  and  of  foreign  merchandise  and  domestic  produce  ex- 
ported from  the  United  States  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1859.    Statement  of  the  value  of  foreign  merchandise 

Imports  and  exports  of  specie  and  bullion,  the  imports  entered  for 
consumption  and  specie  and  bullion,  the  domestic  exports  and 
specie  and  bullion,  the  excess  of  specie  and  bullion  exports  over 
specie  and  bullion  imports,  and  the  excess  of  specie  and  bullion 
imports  over  specie  and  bullion  exports.  Statement  of  the 

Imported  into  the  United  States  from,  and  tne  exports  of  foreign  mer- 
chandise and  domestic  produce  to,  the  British  East  Indies, 
Phillipine  Islands,  Cuba,  Porto  Rico,  Two  Sicilies,  Hayti,  New 
Granada,  Venezuela,  Brazil,  and  China,  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1859.  Statement  of  the  values  of  articles  of 
foreign  production 

Imports  from  Great  Britain  and  Rrance  for  the  fiscal  years  ending 
June  30,  1853,  1854,  1855,  1856,  and  1857 ;  also,  the  Quantity 
and  value  of  iron,  and  manufactures  of  iron,  and  manufactures 
of  wool  from  the  former,  and  manufactures  of  sUk,  wines,  and 
distilled  liquors  from  the  latter,  &c.    Statement  of  the  aggregate 
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Subject. 


bdiao  Afiaini,  of  the  operations  of  the  Office  of  Indian  Affairs  for  1859. 

Report,  with  compendium,of  the  Commissioner  of. 

(See  Uat  ofdocwnetUs  aeeonqtanying  the  above  at  page  395.) 

Indian  agency  for  1859.    Report  of  B.  fi.  Colgrove,  of  the  New  York. 

Indian  agency  for  1859.    Reports  of  A.  M.  Fitch,  of  the  Michigan 

Indian  agency  for  the  Indians  in  the  vicinity  of  Green  Bay  for  1859. 
Reoorts  of  A.  D.  Bonesteel,  E.  A.  Groodenough,  Sarah  J.  Stin- 
genand,  D.  Lewis,  J.  Stingerland,  O.  Andrews,  R.  Dousman, 
F.  Haas,  I.  Wetzel,  and  S.  J.  Linch,  of  the 

Indian  superintendency  for  1859.  Reports  of  Messrs.  Robinson, 
Yaughan,  Hollins,  Redfield,  Twiss,  Bent,  Dennison,  Yander- 
slice,  Haider,  Newsom,  Murphy,  Jackson,  Shultz,  Fuller, 
Dickey,  and  Clorer,  of  the  central 

Indian  superintendency  for  1859.  Reports  of  Messrs.  Rector,  D*Orn, 
Shoenmakers,  Butler,  Torry,  Stover,  Harrell,  Jones,  Reese, 


Garrett,  Loufhridge,  Ruble,  Rutherford,  Lilley,  Cooper,  Bying- 
ton,  Copeland,  Hotchkin,  Stark,  Paine,  Frothineham,  Cham- 
berlain, Kingsbury,  Baker,  Ainslie,  Dukes,  Hobbs,  Folsom, 
Wilson,  Hamill,  <Jarr,  and  Robinson,  of  the  southern , 

Indian  superintendency  for  1859.  Reports,  correspondence,  d^c,  of 
Messrs.  Rector,  Cooper,  Lieutenant  Offley,  Neighbors,  Sturm, 
Governor  Runnels,  Ross,  Coombes,  Palmer,  Sengle,  Ford, 
Leeper,  Harris,  Baylor,  Gurley,  Captain  Plummer,  Secretary 
Thompson,  acting  Secretary  of  War;  J.  M.  Smith,  EraUi, 
peace  commissioners;  Lieut.  Washington,  J.  H.  Brown,  and 
Blain,  relating  to  the  Texas 

Indian  superintendency  for  1859.  Reports  of  Messrs  Collins,  Carson, 
Steck,  Baker,  Walker,  and  Mowry,  of  the  New  Mexico 

Indian  superintendency  for  1859.  Reports  of  Messrs.  Forney,  Dodge, 
Farris,  Hurt,  and  Humphreys,  relating  to  the  Utah 

Indian  superintendency  for  1859.  Reports  of  Messrs.  Geary,  Sim- 
mons, Shaw,  Ford,  Gk>snel,  Kimball,  Pagett,  Mounts,  Perkins, 
Lanadale,  Cain,  councils  with  the  Nez  Perc^,  Owen,  Metcalfe, 
Drew,  Miller,  Dennison,  and  Abbott,  relating  to  the  Oregon  and 
Washington 

lodian  superintendency  for  1859.  Reports,  dbc.,  of  Messrs.  Buel, 
Gbiger,  Lewis,  and  Yineyard,  relating  to  the  California 


Indian  trust  fund,  with  accompanying  papers.    Reports,  with  state- 
ments of  the  condition  of  the 


Indian  tribes,  puiyable  on  time.  Statement  of  amount  due  under  treaties 
with  various 

Indian  national  fund,  dbc.  Statement  of  stock  held  by  the  United  States 
in  tnistfor  the  Chickasaw 

Indian  title,  survey  of  the  public  lands,  establishment  of  an  assay 
office,  and  a  new  Territory  out  of  portions  of  New  Mexico, 
Utah,  Kansas,  and  Nebraslca.  Memorials  of  residents  at  and 
nea^  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  praying  the  ex- 
tineuishment  of  the , 

Indians  wno  roam  near  the  Arkansas  river,  west  of  100th  degree  of  west 
longitude,  with  the  Arrapahoes  and  Cheyennes,  located  below  the 
south  fork  of  the  Platte  nver  ;  and,  also,  for  a  council  with  the 
Red  Lake  Chippewas  and  the  Indians  of  Red  River,  in  the  State 
of  Minnesota,  for  the  extin&ruishmentof  the  title  to  their  lands  in 
that  State.  Estimate  of  tne  amount  that  will  be  required  to 
hold  a  council  with  the  Kiowas,  Camanches,  and  other 

Indian  office  and  the  present  superintendents  and  agents  in  California, 
and  J.  Ross  Browne,  in  relation  to  the  California  Indians.  Cor- 
respondence between  the 

Iniinnary,  with  lists  of  government  patients  admitted,  discharged,  and 
those  remainin|g^  under  treatment.  Report  of  the  resident  phy- 
sician of  the  Washinrton 

Isstoe,  in  the  District  of  Columbia.    Report  of  the  Board  of  Yisitors 

of  the  eovemment  Hospital  for  Uie 

Inspectors  of  steamboats.    (See  Steamboats,) 
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Subject. 


Page 


Influrrection  at  Harper's  Ferry,  Virginia,  October,  17,  1859.  Report 
of  the  suppression  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  copies  of  all  bids  for,  and  of  contracts  entered 
into  for  fitting  up  the  saloons  of  the  east  and  west  wings  of  the 
Patent  Office  with  model  cases  and  galleries.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  communicating  information  relative  to  contracts  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  Patent  Office  building.  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  copies  of  certain  papers  in  relation  to  Jacob 
Hall's  mail  route  pre&mption  case.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the 

Interior,  communicating  correspondence  between  the  Indian  office  and 
the  present  supermtendents  and  agents  in  California  and  J.  Ross 
Browne,  Elsq.,  with  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs,  relating  to  the  California  Indians.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  accompanying  the  President's  annual  report,  showing  the  op- 
erations of  the  interior  Department  during  the  year  1859.  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  of  journals,  books,  and  other  documents  received  and  disposed 
of  by  him  under  joint  resolutions  of  January  28, 1857,  March  20, 

1858,  and  third  section  of  act  of  February  5, 1859.    Report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  submitting  estimates  of  appropriations  for  the  Indian  service 
in  Oregon  and  Washington,  for  the  current  and  ensuing  fiscal 
years.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  communicating  correspondence  in  relation  to  obstructions  of 
streets,  avenues,  and  public  reservations  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton.   Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  with  an  estimate,  under  tne  act  of  1856,  relative  to  clerk  hire 
and  office  expenses  of  the  district  land  offices.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manufactures  thereof,  imported  into  the  United 
States  during  the  years  ending  June  30,  1856,  1857, 1858,  and 

1859.  Statement  of  the  quantity  and  value  of. 

Ishind  of  San  Juan.    Correspondence  relating  to  the  conflicting  claims 

of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  concerning  the 

Island  of  San  Juan.    Further  corresoondence  relating  to  the  conflicting 

claims  of  the  United  States  ana  Ghreat  Britain,  concerning  the 

Island  of  Navasa,  in  the  West  Indies.    Correspondence  relating  to  the 

occupation  by  American  citizens  of  the 


J. 

Japan,  concerning  the  proposed  diplomatic  mission  from  that  Gov- 
ernment to  the  United  States.  Correspondence  with  Mr.  Town- 
send,  the  United  States  diplomatic  representative  in 

Journals,  books,  and  other  documents  received  and  disposed  of  by  him, 
under  a  joint  resolution  of  January  28,  1857,  March  20,  1858, 
and  thirci  section  of  act  of  February  5,  1859.  Register  of  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  of. 

L. 
Lakes.    Report  on  the  survey  of  the  north  and  northwestern , 

Lake  Michigan  for  the  year  1859.  Report  on  the  condition  and  progress 
of  the  harbor  works  on 

Lake  St.  Clair  for  the  year  1859.  Report  on  the  condition  and  progress 
of  the  harbor  works  on 

Lake  Erie  for  1859.  Report  on  the  condition  and  progress  of  the  har- 
bor improvements  on 

Lake  Ontario  for  1859.  Report  on  the  condition  and  progress  of  the 
harbor  improvements  on 

Lake  Champlain  for  1859.  Report  on  the  condition  and  progress  of 
the  harbor  improvements  on 
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Subject. 


Lakei  in  1858.  Statement  of  the  amount  and  value  of  ship  com- 
merce between  the  ports  of  the  upper  and  lower 

Land  Office  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1859,  and  the  quarter 
ending  September  30,  1859.  Report  of  the  operations  of  the 
Grenend 

Lands  daring  the  year  ending  June  30, 1859,  and  the  quarter  ending 
September  30,  1859.    Statement  of  sales,  &^.,  of  public 

Land  operations  under  acts  of  1847,  1850,  1852,  and  1855,  up  to  Sep- 
tember 30,  1859.    Statement  of  bounty 

Lands  selected  for,  approred,  and  patented  to  the  several  States  under 
acts  of  March  2,  1849,  and  September  28,  1850,  up  to  Septem- 
ber 30,  1859.    Statement  of  the  quantity  of  swamp 

Lands  surveyed  in  the  different  States  and  Territories,  from  October  1, 
1858,  to  September  30,  1859,  showing  the  number  of  miles  and 
acres  embraced  in  said  surveys.    Statement  of  public 

Lands  prepared  for  market  and  not  advertised  on  June  30,  1858;  also 
tnose  prepared  for  market  and  advertised  for  sale  during  the 
year  endine  June  30,  1859;  also  those  prepared  for  market  and 
advertised  for  sale  during  the  quarter  ending  September  30, 1859; 
also  of  all  the  unoffered  surveyed  public  mnd  on  hand  Septem- 
ber 30, 18^.    Statement  of  public 

Land  Office  for  the  year  1859.  Abstract  or  compendium  of  the  report 
of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Lands  sold,  cash  received,  incidental  expenses,  and  payments  into  the 
Treasury  on  account  thereof,  dunng  the  first  and  second  half  of 
the  year  ending  June  30, 1859.    Statements  of  public 

Lands  in  Minnesota.  Estimates  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian 
titles  to 

Land  offices.  Estimate,  under  act  of  1856,  relative  to  clerk-hire  and 
office  expenses  of  the  district 

Laramie.     (See  Fort  Laramie.) 

Lee't  report  of  the  suppression  of  the  hostile  insurrection  of  John 
Brown  and  his  followers  at  Harper's  Ferry,  in  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia.   Colonel  R.  E 

Letters,  drop  letters,  and  letters  held  for  postage,  or  postage  not  pre- 
paid.   Report  of  the  Postmaster  Ckneral  in  relation  to 

Li^ht-noase  at  Chicago,  Ulinois.    Report  on  the  new  iron 

Li^ht-House  Board.    Annual  report  of  the 

Light-house  and  pier  at  Chicago.  Report  in  relation  to  the  expenditure 
of  the  appropriation  for  the  repair  of  the 

Louisville  and  rortland  Canal.    Report  in  relation  to  the 


M. 

McLane,  when  appointed  minister  to  China.  Report  in  relation  to 
the  instructions  given  to  Mr 

Mails  between  New  York,  New  Orleans,  and  San  Francisco,  via  the 
Isthmus,  together  with  the  correspondence  relating  thereto. 
Report  with  copies  of  the  contracts  of  Daniel  H.  Johnson  and 
Cornelius  Vanoerbilt,  for  transporting  the 

Mails  between  New  York,  New  Orleans,  and  San  Francisco,  via  the 
Isthmus.  Report  with  the  names  of  the  sureties  of  Johnson 
and  Yanderbilt,  contractors  for  carrying  the 

Mail-route  preemption  case.  Report  with  copies  of  certain  papers  re- 
lating to  Jacob  Hall's 

Mails  in  the  Greenville  district.  South  Carolina,  and  the  unfitness 
of  the  post  office  building  at  Greenville,  in  said  district,  for 
postal  purposes.  Report  relative  to  the  depredation  upon 
the 
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Mail  transportation  between  the  4th  of  March  and  September  30,  1859. 

Statement  of  the  curtailment  in  the  cost  of. 

Mail  service  abroad  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1859.    Statement 

of. 


Mail  steamship  line  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1859.  Statement  of 
the  sums  paid  on  the  New  York  and  Chagres  and  the  Astoria 
and  Panama 
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Subject. 


Mail  service  under  the  respective  heads  of  States  and  Territories  as  ex- 
hibited by  the  state  of  the  arrangements  at  the  close  of  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1859.    Tabular  statement  of. 

Mail  routes,  mail  contractors, express  agents,  route  agents,  local  agents, 
and  mail  messengers,  at  the  close  of  the  contract  year  ending 
June  30, 1859.    Statement  of  the 

Mail  service  in  the  States  of  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Caro- 
lina, Georgia,  and  Florida.    Statement  of. 

Mail  service  on  railroads  as  in  operation  on  the  30th  September,  1859. 
Statement  of 

Mail  service  in  steamboats  as  in  operation  on  the  30th  of  September, 
1859.    Statement  of. 

Mails  in  each  State  and  Territory  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1859. 
Recapitulation  of  the  amount  of  letter  and  newspaper  postage, 
registered  letters,  postage  stamps  sold,  compensation  allowed 
postmasters,  incidental  expenses  of  post  offices,  and  amount 
credited  contractors  and  others,  for  the  transportation  of  the 

Mail  account  with  the  several  mail  lines  of  steamers.  Letter  and 
newspaper 

Mail  in  each  State  and  Territory  annually  from  1840  to  1859.  Receipts 
of  postages  and  expenses  of  transporting  the 

Mail  overland  from  the  Mississippi  river  to  San  Francisco  and  back. 
Letter  of  the  Postmaster  General  in  relation  to  the  contract 
made  with  Mr.  Butterfield  for  the  transportation  of  the , 

Manufactured  articles  of  domestic  produce  exported  to  foreign  coun- 
tries from  1846  to  1859.    Statement  of  the  value  of. 

Marine  hospitals.    (See  Hospital,) 

Marine  corps,  and  detailed  estimates  from  the  paymaster  and  quarter- 
master of  the  corps.    Report  of  the  commandant  of  the 

Maryland  and  Virginia.  Report  relating  to  the  tracing  and  marking 
the  boundary  line  between 

Massacres.     (See  Utah.) 

Medicine  and  Surgery.    Report  and  detailed  estimates  of  the  Bureau  of.. 

Medill,  First  Comptroller  or  the  Treasury,  in  reply  to  a  preamble  and 
resolutions  submitted  by  Hon.  Mr.  Green,  and  asking  an  in- 
vestigation of  the  charges  contained  thereon.  Letter  from  Hon. 
William 

Meigs,  on  the  progress  of  operations  upon  the  extension  of  the  Capitol 
during  tne  past  year.  Report  or  Captain 

Merchandise.    (See  Imported — Exported.) 

Mexico,  of  January  9,  1860.  Report  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury 
of  the  amount  remaining  m  the  treasury  of  the  fund  set  apart 
for  payment  of  claims  of  American  citizens  under  treaty  with.... 

Mexico,  in  relation  to  the  murder  of  American  citizens  at  Tacubaya 
and  Tepic,  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Stone  and  others  from  Sonora, 
and  governmental  interference  in  suits  in  which  foreigners  are 
concerned.  Correspondence  with  Mr.  McLane,  the  American 
minister,  and  others  in 

Mexico  to  protect  the  persons  and  property  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  with  official  reports  or  Captain  Jarvis  and  Commander 
Turner,  of  the  capture  of  two  Mexican  war  steamers,  and  the 
causes  which  led  to  it.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
with  instructions  given  to  ttie  officers  of  the  United  States  naval 
forces  on  the  coasts  of. 

Military  operations  in  the  department  of  Oregon.  Correspondence 
between  General  Harney  and  the  Grenen3-in-chief  of  tiie  Army 
and  others  in  relation  to 

Military  operations  in  the  department  of  Utah.  Report  and  corre- 
spondence relating  to 

Military  operations  in  the  department  of  New  Mexico.  Report  and 
correspondence  relating  to ,> 

Military  operations  in  the  department  of  Texas.  Report  and  corre- 
spondence relating  to 

Military  operations  in  the  department  of  California.  Report  and  cor- 
respondence relating  to 
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Subject. 


Military  defenses  of  the  United  States.  Report  on  the  condition,  re- 
pairs, dbc,  of  the  various 

Bfilitaiy  Academy  at  West  Point,  New  York,  for  1859.  Report  of  the 
Board  of  Visitors  to  the , 

Military  Roads.     (See  Roads.) 

Militia  in  1859.  Statement  of  the  apportionment  of  arms  from  the 
national  armories  to  the 

Militia  of  the  United  States.  Memorial  of  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel 
B.  S.  Roberts  relating  to  a  reorganization  of  the 

Mint  of  the  United  States,  with  tabular  statements,  showing  its  opera- 
tions and  those  of  its  branches  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1859.    Report  of  the  Director  of  the 

Mississippi  Delta.    Report  relating  to  the  survey  of  the 

Mohawk.     (See  Steamer  Mohavfk.) 

Moneys  in  the  United  States  treasury,  dbc.    (See  Treasury.) 

Mordecai  on  the  Crimean  war.    Report  of  Major 

Mortality  in  the  Army.    Report  in  relation  to  the  sickness  and , 

Morton's  Memoir  on  American  Fortifications.  Lieutenant  James  St.  C 

N. 

Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis,  Maryland  Report  of  the  board  of  offi- 
cers for  me  examination  of  acting  midshipmen,  and  to  examine 

into  the  state  of  police  discipline,  dbc.,  of  the 

Naval  cruise  of  the  surveying  scnooner  Fenimorc  Cooper,  under  the 

command  of  Lieutenant  Brooke.    Report  of  the 

Naval  cruise  of  the  practice-ship  Plymouth,  under  Commander  Craven. 

Report  of  the 

Naval  appropriations,  expenditures,  and  balances.  Second  Comptrol- 
ler s  statement  of 

Navasa,  in  the  West  Indies.  Correspondence  in  relation  to  the  occu- 
pation, by  American  citizens  of  the  Island  of. 

Navy  pensions.    (See  Pensions.) 

Navy,  as  settled  and  allowed  at  the  office  of  the  Fourth  Auditor  of 
the  Treasury,  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1859.  Abstract  of 
expenditures,  under  the  head  of  contingent  expenses  of  the 

Navy,  accompanied  by  instructions  given  to  the.  officers  of  the  naval 
forces  on  the  coasts  of  Mexico  to  protect  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  official  reports  of  Captain  Jarvis  and  Commander 
Turner,  of  the  capture  of  two  Mexican  war  steamers,  and  the 
causes  which  led  to  it.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy,  with  correspondence  relative  to  the  proceedings  had  under  act 
of  January  28, 1857,  authorizing  the  establishment  of  a  naval 
depot  at  Biythe  Island,  Greorgia.  Reports  of  the  Secretary  of 
the 

NaTy  on  the  operations  of  the  Navy  Department  for  the  year  1859. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy  since  the  last  report.  Report  of  the  deaths,  dismissions,  and 
resi^ations  in  the 

New  Mexico.  Report  and  correspondence  relating  to  military  opera- 
tions in  the  department  of. 

New  Orleans.     (See  Custom-house — Jiails.) 

New  York.    Essay  by  Major  Barnard  on  the  Dangers  and  Defenses  of, 

New  York.  Report  in  relation  to  the  defalcation  of  the  postmaster  in 
the  city  of. 

Northwestern  boundary  survey.     (See  Surrey.) 

0. 

Ordnance  department  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1859.  Report  of 
operations  in  the 

Oninance  and  Hydroeraphy,  including  Naval  Academy,  Observatorv, 
and  Nautical  Almanac.  Report  and  detailed  estimates  of  tne 
Bureau  of. ...< 
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INDEX. 


Subject. 

/  Oregon.  Correspondence  between  Greneral  Harney  and  others  relating 
to  the  military  affairs  in  the  department  of. 

Oregon  and  Washington.     (See  Estimates.) 

Ottoman  Porte,  ^ving  certain  judicial  powers  to  ministers  and  consuls 
of  the  United  States  in  those  countries.  Communication  from 
the  Secretary  of  State  in  relation  to  the  modification  of  the  act 
of  1848,  to  carry  into  effect  certain  provisions  of  the  treaties  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  China  and  the 


P. 

Patent  Office  buildine.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  com- 
municating informauon  relative  to  contracts  for  the  construction 
of  the 

Patent  Office  building.    Report,  with  copies  of  bids  for,  and  contracts 
entered  into  k>r  fitting  up  the  saloons,  &c.,  of  the  east  and  west 
wings  of  the 

Patent  Office,  relating  to  agriculture.  Report  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Patents  on  the  operations  of  the 

Patent  Office,  relating  to  arts  and  manufactures,  (part  1.)  Report  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the 

Patent  Office  in  relation  to  arts  and  manufactures,  (part  2.)  Report  of 
the  Commissioner  of  the 

Paymaster  General  of  the  Army  for  1859.    Annual  report  of  ihe 

Penitentiary  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Report  of  the  warden  of 
the 

Pensions  showing  the  operations  of  the  Pension  Office  during  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1859.  Report,  with  synopsis,  of  the  Commis- 
missionerof. 

Pensions  admitted,  with  annual  amount  for  same,  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1859.  Statement  of  the  number  of  original  applica- 
tions and  for  increase  of  army 

Pensions  admitted,  due,  and  payable,  at  the  date  of  issuing  the  pension 
certificate,  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1859.  Statement  of  the 
amount  of  arrears  of  army 

Pensions  on  the  rolls  of  the  several  States  and  Territories  on  the  30th 
June,  1859.  Statement  of  the  number  and  annual  amount  of 
army 

Pensions  at  the  several  ajpencies  in  the  States  and  Territories  for  the 

year  ending  June  30,  1859.    Statement  of  the  amount  paid  for 

■     army 

P  nsion  aeents  on  the  30th  June,  1859.  Statement  of  the  amount  of 
funds  in  the  hands  of  army , 

Pensions  admitted  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1859.  Statement 
of  the  number  and  yearly  amount  of  original  applications  and 
for  increase  of  navy , 

Pension  agents  on  the  30tn  of  June,  1859.  Statement  of  the  amount 
of  funds  in  the  hands  of  navy , 

Pensions  at  the  several  agencies  in  the  States  and  Territories  for  the 
year  ending  June  §0,  1859.  Statement  of  the  amount  paid  for 
navy , 

Pensions  in  each  State  and  Territory  since  the  organization  of  the  pres- 
ent government.  Statement  of  the  amount  which  has  been  paid 
for 

Perkins,  an  American  citizen  at  Perugia,  in  the  Pontifical  States,  and 
redress  for  the  same.  Correspondence  relating  to  outrages  com- 
mitted upon  the  family  of  Mr 

Perugia,  in  the  Pontifical  States.  Correspondence  relating  to  an  al- 
leged outrage  on  an  American  family  at , 

Pontifical  States.  Correspondence  relating  to  an  alleged  outrage  on 
an  American  family  at  Perugia,  in  the , 

Postage  or  postage  not  prepaid.  Report  in  relation  to  dead  letters, 
drop  letters,  and  letters  held  for , 

Postage  reported  as  due  the  Havre,  Bremen,  **  miscellaneous"  Van- 
dcrbilt,  German,  Lloyd,  and  Canadian  lines  of  steamers,  being 
the  sea  and  inland  postages.    Statement  of  the  amounts  of. 
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Subject 


Postage  accounts  between  the  United  States  and  the  British  provinces 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Prussia,  France,  Bremen  and  Ham- 
borg.    Statement  of. 

Postages  accounted  for  on  foreign  dead  letters  returned  to  and  sent  from 
England,  Prussia,  France,  Bremen,  and  Hamburg.  Statement 
of  amount  of. 


Postage  on  British,  Prussian,  French,  Bremen,  and  Hamburg  mails 
received  in  and  sent  from  the  United  States  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1859.    Statements  of  amount  of. 


Postages  and  postage  stamps  sold;  compensation  to  postmasters;  inci- 
dental expenses  of  post  offices,  and  amount  credited  contractors 
and  others  for  the  transportation  of  the  mails  in  each  State  and 
Territory  for  the  year  ending  June  90,  1859.  Statement  of 
amount  of 

Postsge  balances  due  England,  Prussia,  France,  Bremen,  and  Ham- 
burg, on  adjustment  of  accounts  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  dO,  1859.    Statement  of  the  amount  of  letter 

Postage  and  amount  of  postages  received  and  expense  of  transporting 
mails  in  each  State  and  Territory  annually  in  each  year,  from 
1840  to  1859.    Statement  of  the  rates  of. 

Postal  treaty  with  Great  Britain  of  December  15,  1848.  Settlement  of 
further  details  under  the 

Postmaster  Greneral  on  tlie  operations  of  the  Post  Office  Department 
during^  the  year  ending  June  30,  1859.    Annual  report  of  the 

Postmaster  General,  with  statements  of  postage  received  in  each  State 
and  Territory  of  the  United  States  for  each  State,  from  1840  to 
1859,  and  the  amount  paid  in  each  year  for  transportation  in 
each  of  said  States  and  Territories,  with  rates  of  postage  and 
numbers  of  letters  transmitted  in  each  year.    Report  of  the 

Postmaster  Greneral  in  relation  to  dead  letters,  drop  letters,  and  letters 
held  for  postage  or  postage  not  prepaid.     Report  of  the 

Postmaster  Greneral,  communicating  copies  of  the  contracts  of  Daniel 
H.Johnson  and  Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  for  transporting  the  mails 
between  New  York,  New  Orleans,  and  San  Francisco,  via  the 
Isthmus,  together  with  the  correspondence  relating  thereto. 
Report  of  the 

Post  Office  Department  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1859.  State- 
ment of  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 

Post  offices,  and  the  amount  received  and  paid  out  for  carriage  in  the 
cities  of  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Boston,  Washing- 
ton, Providence,  New  Orleans,  St.  Louis,  Manchester,  Harris- 
burg,  Syracuse,  San  Francisco,  and  Roxbury.  Statement  of 
the  number  of  letters,  Ac,,  received  and  delivered  by  carriers 
for 

Post  offices  of  the  United  States  and  Eneland,  Prussia,  France,  Bre- 
men, and  Hamburg.  Number  of  Tetters  and  newspapers  ex- 
changed, &c.,  between  the 

Post  Office  Department  by  Cunard  and  other  lines  of  steamers  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1859.  Statement  of  revenue  to  the 
United  States  and  to  the  United  States 

Poit  Office  buildings,  &c.  Report  of  t)ie  engineer  in  charge  of  the 
construction  of. , 

Postmaster  General  in  relation  to  the  contract  made  with  Mr.  Butter- 
field  for  the  transportation  of  a  letter  mail  overland  from  the 
Mississippi  river  to  San  Francisco,  and  back.    Letter  from  the 

Postmaster  General,  communicating  further  information  in  relation  to 
the  contract  with  Johnson  and  Vanderbilt  for  temporary  mail 
service  between  New  York  and  New  Orleans  ana  San  Fran- 
cisco, via  the  Isthmus.    Report  of  the 

Postmaster  General,  communicating  information  in  relation  to  the  de- 
falcation of  Isaac  y.  Fowler,  postmaster  in  the  city  of  New 
York.   Report  of  the 

Poftmaster  at  New  York.  Report  in  relation  to  the  defalcation  of  Isaac 
V.  Fowler 
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Subject. 


Poitmaster  (General,  relative  to  the  post  office  building  at  Greenyille,  S. 
C,  and  transmitting  a  letter  from  Thomas  P.  Shallcross,  special 
agent  of  the  Post  Omce  Department,  relative  to  the  detection  and 
arrest  of  the  postmaster  at  Lavinda,  S.  C.    Report  of  the 

Post  office  building  atOreenville,  S.  C.  Report  relative  to  depredations 
on  the  mail  and  the  insufficiency  of  the 

Potomac  water-works,  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Report  of  the  en- 
gineer in  charge  of  the  finished  portion  of  the 

Pre&nption  case.    Report  in  relation  to  Jacob  Hall's  mail  route 

President  of  the  United  States  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  Annual  mes- 
sage of  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  papers  in  relation  to  an 
outrage  upon  the  family  of  Mr.  Perkins,  an  American  citizen,  at 
Perugia,  in  the  Pontifical  States,  by  soldiers  of  the  Pope.  Mes- 
sage  of  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  his  reasons  for  not  ap- 
proving the  bill  "  making  an  appropriation  for  deepening  the 
channel  over  the  St.  Clair  flats,  in  the  State  of  Michigan."  Mes- 
sage of the 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  a  letter  from  Mr.  Reed, 
Minister  to  China,  with  a  copy  of  the  regulations  for  the  consular 
courts  of  the  United  States  in  China.    Message  of  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  his  reasons  for  not  ap- 
proving the  bill  '*in  relation  to  removal  of  obstructions  to  the 
navigation  of  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river."  Message  of 
the 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  correspondence  of 
Lieutenant  Gkneral  Scott  and  General  Harney,  and  others,  in 

relation  to  the  Island  of  San  Juan.    Message  of  the 

(See  list  of  papers  accompanying  the  above  at  page  2  qfsame,) 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  four  memorials  of  residents 
at  and  near  the  slope  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  praying  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  Indian  title,  a  survey  and  sale  of  the  public 
lands,  the  establishment  of  an  assay  office,  the  erection  of  a  new 
Territory,  &c.,  with  his  recommendation  in  relation  thereto. 
Message  of  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  a  letter  from  Mr.  Camp- 
bell, commissioner,  with  a  report  of  Lieutenant  Clark,  chief 
astronomer,  dbc,  of  the  northwestern  boundary  survey,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  condition  and  progress  of  said  survey.  Messiige  of 
the 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  information  relative  to 
the  heating  and  ventilating  of  the  Capitol  Extension,  Post  Office 
Department,  dbc.    Message  of  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  a  letter  from  Governor 
Houston,  of  Texas,  with  accompanying  documents,  and  a  state- 
ment of  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanied  by  correspondence 
with  General  Twiggs,  in  relation  to  depredations  committed  on 
the  Rio  Grande  by  confederated  bands  of  Mexicans  under  Cor- 
tinas,  and  supposed  to  be  sanctioned  by  military  authorities  of 
Texas.    Message  of  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  documents  and  corre- 
spondence between  the  Secretary  of  War  and  John  T.  Connolly, 
and  others,  in  relation  to  the  contract  to  supply  the  marble 
columns  for  the  Capitol  Extension.    Message  or  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  further  correspondence 
in  relation  to  hostilities  on  the  Rio  Grande.    Message  of  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  a  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  with  copies  of  instructions  to  the  officers  of  the 
United  States  naval  forces  on  the  coasts  of  Mexico,  to  protect 
the  persons  and  property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  official  reports  of  Captain  Jarvis  and  Commander  Turner  of 
the  capture  of  two  Mexican  war  steamers,  and  the  causes  which 
led  to  it.    Message  of  the 
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hetident  of  the  United  States,  communicating  instructions  to  and 
dispatches  from  the  late  and  present  American  Ministers  in 
Chma,  down  to  the  period  of  the  exchange  of  ratifications  of  the 
treaty  of  Tientain,  and  also  the  instructions  to  Mr.  Par](er  of 
February,  1857.    Message  of  the...... 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  correspondence  and  in- 
structions relative  to  the  uniform  or  costume  of  persons  in  the 
diplomatic  or  consular  service.    Message  of  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  correspondence  between 
the  judges  of  Utah  and  the  Attorney  General,  m  relation  to  legal 
proceedings,  and  the  condition  of  affairs  in  that  Territory. 
Mesaaee  of  the 

President  of  uie  United  States,  communicatinjg^  correspondence  between 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  Mr.  Philip,  Mr.  Cooper,  and  Mr. 
Clark,  relating  to  the  occupation  by  American  citizens  of  the 
Island  of  Navasa,  in  the  West  Indies.    Message  of  the 

Pretident  of  the  United  States,  communicating  correspondence  relating 
to  compulsory  enlistment  of  American  citizens  in  the  anny  of 
Prussia,  dbc.    Message  of  the 

Pretident  of  the  United  States,  communicating;  a  copy  of  the  instructions 
to  Mr.  McLane  when  appointed  minister  to  China.  Message 
of  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  returning  to  the  Senate,  with  his  objec- 
tions, "  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Arthur  Edwards  and  his  asso- 
ciates."   Message  of  the 

President  of  the  United  Stated,  communicating  information  relating  to 
the  massacre  at  Mountain  Meadows,  and  other  massacres  in 
Utah  Territory.    Message  of  the 

Pretident  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  capture  of  the  slaver 
Wildfire,  on  the  coast  of  Cuba,  by  Lieutenant  Craven,  of  the 
United  States  steamer  Mohawk.    Message  of  the 

Prices  of  leading  articles  of  domestic  produce  at  New  York  during  the 
years  1855, 1856, 1857, 1858,  and  1859.    Statement  of  monthly 

and  annual 

Printing.    Annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Public 

Plrodace  at  New  York  for  the  years  ending  June  30,  1855, 1856,  1857, 

1858,  and  1859.    Statement  of  the  average  monthly  and  annual 

{inces  of  breadstuifs,  cotton,  copper,  glass,  hay,  hemp,  iron, 
ead,  leather,  molasses,  nails,  naval  stores,  oils,  provisions,  rice, 

grass  seeds,  steel,  sugar,  tallow,  tobacco,  and  wool,  of  domestic... 
Provinces.     (See  British  Jirorth  Jtmtrictm  Provinces.) 
Provisions.     (See  bnported.) 

Provisions  and  Clothing.  Report  and  detailed  estimates  of  the  Bureau  of. 
Prasnan  army.    Correspondence  relating  to  the  compulsory  enlistment 

of  American  citizens  in  the 

Public  buildings.     (See  Buildings.) 
Public  debt.     {See  Debt.) 
Public  lands.     (See  Lands.) 

a. 

Quartermaster  Greneral  of  the  army  for  1859.    Annual  report  of  the 

R. 

Rationa.     (See  Soldier's  Rations.) 

Receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Post  Oflice  Department  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1859.    Report  of. 

Receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  government  for  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1859,  and  for  the  quarter  ending  September  30,  1859.  State- 
ments of. 

Receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Marine  Hospital  fund  for  the  relief  of 
sick  and  disabled  seamen  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  for 

1859.  Statement  of 

Reexported.     (See  Exported.) 
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Subject. 


Page. 


Register  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  operations  of  his  office.  Annual  re- 
port of  the 

Resignations  in  the  navy  since  December  1,  1858.    List  of 

Revenue  collected  annually  in  each  collection  district,  from  1854  to 
1859,  together  with  the  amount  expended  and  the  number  of 
persons  employed  in  each  district.    Statement  of  the  amount  of, 

Revenues  and  puolic  expenditures  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1859,  agreeably  to  warrants  issued,  exclusive  of  trust  funds  and 
treasury  notes  funded.    Statement  of  duties , 

Revenue  collected  from  1789  to  1859,  under  the  heads  of  customs, 
public  lands,  and  miscellaneous  sources,  including  loans  and 
treasury  notes;  also  the  expenditures  during  the  same  period, 
and  the  particular  tariff  and  price  of  lands  under  which  the 
revenue  m»m  those  sources  was  collected.    Statement  of  the 

Rice.    (See  Exported.) 

Rio  Gh^de.    (See  Texas,) 

Rivers  San  Juan  and  Yellow  Stone,  and  the  sinking  of  artesian  wells. 
Report  in  relation  to  the  exploration  of  the , 

Rivers  and  harbors.    Report  on  the  improvement  of 


River  Mississippi.    Report  of  the  survey  of  the  Delta  of  the. 
River  raft.    Report  on  the  removal  of  the  Red 


River  Mississippi.    Report  on  the  removal  of  obstructions  from  the 
mouth  or  the 


River  Mississippi.  Report  on  the  improvement  of  the  Des  Moines 
rapids  or  the « , 

River.    Report  on  the  improvement  of  the  St.  Mary's , 

River,  North  Carolina.  Report  of  the  condition  of  the  entrances  of 
Cape  Fear , 

River,  between  Rock  Island  and  Davenport.  Report  of  examinations 
of  the  construction  of  the  railroad  bridge  across  the  Missis- 
sippi  

River  Mississippi.  Veto  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the 
bill  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  obstructions  to  the  navigation 
in  the  mouth  of  the 


Roads  in  Kansas  and  Nebraska  Territories.    Report  of  the  construc- 
tion of  military 


Roads  in  Kansas  and  Nebraska  Territories.  Report  of  the  construc- 
tion of. 

Road  from  Camp  Floyd,  Utah  Territory,  to  a  point  five  miles  beyond 
the  crossine  of  South  Fork  of  the  American  river,  California; 
and  from  Camp  Floyd  to  Green  river,  Utah  Territory,  &c. 
Report  of  an  explorauon  and  survey  of  a  route  for  a  military.... 

Roads  in  Minnesota.    Report  of  surveys  of  routes  for  military 


Roads  in  New  Mexico.    Report  of  surveys  of  routes  for  military 

Roads  in  Southern  Oregon.    Report  of  surveys  of  routes  for  military . . 

Road  from  Astoria  to  Salem,  in  Northern  Oregon.  Report  of  the  sur- 
vey of  route  for  military 

Roads  in  Washington  Territory.  Report  of  surveys  of  routes  for 
military 

Road  from  f<>rt  Riley  to  Fort  Kearney.  Report  of  survey,  ^c,  of 
route  for  military 

Roberts,  relating  to  a  reorganization  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States. 
Memorial  of  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  B.  S 
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Subject. 


S. 

St.  Clair  flats.    Veto  of  the  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  deep- 
ening  the  channel  over  the 


St.  Clair  flats.    Report  in  relation  to  a  light-house  and  beacon  on 

St.  Mary's  river.     (Seeitiver.) 

San  Juan  Island,  between  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain.    Correspondence  relating  to  the  jurisdiction  over 

San  Joan  Island,  between  Lieutenant  General  Scott  and  Gkneral  Har- 
ney, and  others.    Correspondence  relating  to 

Second  Auditor.    (See  ^uditor^ 

Second  Comptroller.    (See  ConmtrolUr,) 

Skip  canal  near  the  Isthmus  or  Darien.  Report  of  exploration  and 
verification  of  surveys  of  a 

Shipping.  Correspondence  with  the  diplomatic  representatives  of 
£igland  and  France,  in  relation  to  tiie  verification  of  the  nation- 
ality of. , 

Sickness  and  mortality  in  the  army.  Report  of  the  Surgeon  Greneral 
on  the , 

^ks  imported.    (See  hnported.) 

Sixth  Auditor.    (See  JhuUtor.) 

Slaver  Wildfire,  on  the  coast  of  Cuba,  by  Lieutenant  Craven,  of  the 
United  States  steamer  Mohawk.    Report  of  the  capture  of  the.., 

Smithsonian  Institution,  dbc.  Statement  of  the  amount  of  stock  held 
in  trust  by  the  United  States  for  the  Chickasaw  national  fund 
and  the , 

Soldier's  rations.  Letters  from  General  Twiggs,  Surgeon  McCormick, 
and  Colonel  Johnston,  recommending  Uie  increase  of  the  coffee 
and  sugarportion  of  the 

Sdieitor  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  operations  of  his  office.  Annual  re- 
port of  the , 

Spede.     (See  Jmporh^ExporU^ Banks,) 

Mate,  to  Mr.  Mason,  United  States  minister  to  France,  in  relation  to 
commercial  rights  of  neutral  nations.  Letter  of  Mr.  Cass,  Sec- 
retary of 

State  and  Messrs.  McLane  and  La  Reintrie,  with  a  memorial  of  Charles 
P.  Stone,  relating  to  the  expulsion  and  murder  of  American 
citizens  in  Mexico.  Correspondence  between  the  Secretary 
of. 


Slate,  and  Mr.  Dallas,  American  minister  in  England,  and  the  British 
and  French  diplomatic  representatives  in  the  United  States,  in 
relation  to  the  verification  of  the  nationality  of  vessels.  Cor- 
respondence between  Mr.  Cass,  Secretary  of. 

State  and  the  United  States  minister  at  Rome,  in  relation  to  an  outn^e 
perpetrated  upon  Mr.  Perkins  and  family,  at  Perugia,  in  the 
Pontifical  States.    Correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of. 

Slate,  communicating  a  statement  of  the  fees  received  by  the  consular 
officers  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1858,  with  a  tariff  of 
consular  fees,  and  a  list  of  consular  officers,  Ac,  on  December 
31,  1858.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of. 

Stale,  communicatine  the  correspondence  with  Mr.  Townsend,  the 
United  States  diplomatic  representative  in  Japan,  concerning  the 
proposed  diplomatic  mission  from  Japan  to  the  United  States. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of 

Slate  and  Mr.  Philip,  Mr.  Cooper,  and  Mr.  Clark,  in  relation  to  the 
occupation,  by  American  citizens,  of  the  Island  of  Navasa,  in  the 
West  Indies.    Correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of 

State,  in  relation  to  the  modification  of  the  act  of  August,  1858,  to 
carry  into  effect  certain  provisions  in  the  treaties  between  the 
United  States  and  China  and  the  Ottoman  Porte,  g[iving  certain 
judicial  powers  to  ministers  and  consuls  of  the  United  States  in 
those  countries.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of. 

Steamboats.    Annual  report  of  supervising  inspectors  of 

Slesmers,  and  the  causes  which  led  to  it.  Reports  of  Captain  Jarvis 
and  Commander  Turner,  of  the  capture  of  two  Mexican  war.... 
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INDEX. 


Subject. 


Steamer  Mohawk.    Report  of  the  capture  of  the  slayer  Wildfire  by  the 
United  States 

Steel  and  the  manufactures  thereof,  imported  into  the  United  States  in 
the  years  ending  June  30,  1856, 1857,  1858,  and  1859.  State- 
ment of  the  quantity  and  value  of  iron  and 

Stock  held  in  trust  by  the  United  States  for  the  Chickasaw  national 
fund  and  Smithsonian  Institution.  Statement  of  the  amount 
of. 


Sugar  and  coffee  rations  of  the  soldiers  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States.  Recommendations  of  Greneral  Twiggs  and  others  to  in- 
crease the 

Sugar  imported.    (See  Imported,) 

Superintendent  of  the  Public  Printing.    Annual  report  of  the 

Surgeon  General  of  the  army  for  1859.    Annual  report  of  the 

Surgeon  Greneral  of  the  army,  on  the  sickness  and  mortality  of  the 
army  for  1858  and  1859.    Report  of  the , 

Surveyor  eeneral  of  Minnesota  for  1859.  Report  of  field  and  office 
work  of  the 

Surveyor  general  of  Illinois  and  Missouri  for  1859.  Report  of  the 
operations  in  the  office  of. 

Surveyor  general  of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa  and  Dakota  Territory  for 
1859,  with  estimates.  Report  of  the  operations  of  the  office 
of 

Surveyor  general  of  Louisiana  for  1859.  Report  of  the  operations  of 
the 

Surveyor  general  of  Florida  for  1859.    Report  of  the 

Surveyor  general  of  New  Mexico  for  1859.    Report  of  the 

Surveyor  general  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska  for  1859.    Report  of  the.... 

Surveyor  general  of  California  for  1859.    Report  of  the 

Surveyor  general  of  Oregon  for  1859.    Report  of  the 

Surveyor  general  of  Washington  for  1859.    Report  of  the 

Surveyor  general  of  Utah  for  1859.    Report  of  the 

Survey]  of  the  Mississippi  delta.  Report  of  the  Bureau  of  Topograph- 
ical Engineers  on  the 

Survey  of  the  north  and  northwestern  lakes.  Report  of  the  Topo- 
graphical Bureau  on  the 

Survey  of  the  northwestern  boundary  line,  under  first  article  of  treaty 
of  1846,  with  Great  Britain.  Letter  of  Commissioner  Camp- 
bell and  Lieutenant  Clark,  in  relation  to  the  condition  and 
progress  of  the ^ 

Swamp  lands.    (See  Lands.) 

T. 

Tariff  and  price  of  lands  under  which  the  revenue  from  those  sources 
was  collected.  Statement  of  the  revenues  collected,  from  1789 
to  1859,  from  customs,  public  lands,  and  miscellaneous  sources, 
including  loans  and  treasury  notes;  also  the  expenditures  during 
the  same  period  and  the  particular 

Territory  from  portions  of  New  Mexico,  Utah,  Kansas,  and  Nebraska. 
Memorials  of  residents  at  and  near  the  slope  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  praying  the  erection  of  a  new 

Texas.  Report  and  correspondence  relating  to  military  operations  of 
that  portion  of  the  army,  under  the  command  of  General  Twiggs, 
in  the  department  of. 

Texas,  with  accompanying  documents,  and  a  statement  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  with  accompanying  correspondence,  in  relation  to 
depredations  committed  on  the  Rio  Grande  by  Cortinas  and  his 
men,  under  supposed  connivance  with  the  military  authorities 
of  Texas.    Letter  from  the  Governor  of. 

Texas,  with  a  tender  of  services,  by  Governor  Houston,  of  five  thou- 
sand Texas  volunteers  and  a  call  for  two  thousand  percussion 
and  one  thousand  Sharp's  rifles,  three  thousand  Colt*s  revolvers, 
and  one  thousand  cavalry  accoutermcnts.  Further  correspond- 
ence in  relation  to  hostilities  on  the  Rio  Grande  in 

Third  Auditor.    (See  Jiuditor.) 
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Page. 


Tobacco.    (See  Exp&rUd,) 

Toledo,  Ohio,  in  1858.    Statement  of  the  lake  commerce  of  the  port 

of 3  2       1078 

Tonnage  of  the  United  States,  annually,  from  1789  to  June  30,  1859; 
also  the  registered  and  enrolled  licensed  tonnage  employed 
in  steam  navigation  each  year.  Statement  of  the  amount 
of ; 5         3        330 

Tonnage  employed  in  the  United  States,  during  each  year,  from  1821 

to  1859,  Ac.    Statement  of. 5  3        398 

Tonnage  of  American  and  foreiep  vessels  cleared  from  the  United 
States  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1859.  (Rep.  Com.  and 
Nav.)    Statement  of  the 12  520 

Tonnaee  of  American  and  forei^  vessels  entered  into  the  United 
States  from  foreign  countnes  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1859.   (Rep.  Com.  and  Nav.)  Statement  of  the 12  524 

Tonnage  of  American  and  foreign  vessels  arriving  from  and  departin^r 
to  each  foreign  country  in  the  year  1858-59.  (Com.  ana 
Nav.)  Statement  of  the  value  of  exports  from  and  imports  to 
each  foreign  country,  and  the 12  540 

Tonnage  and  national  character  of  foreign  vessels  entered  into  and  ^ 

cleared  from  the  United  States  in  the  year  1858-59.    (Com. 
and  Nav.)    Statement  of  the 12  528 

Tonnage  of  American  and  foreign  vessels  cleared  from  each  district  of 
Uie  United  States  in  the  year  1858-59.  (Com.  and  Nav.) 
Statement  of  the 12   548 

Tonnage  of  American  and  foreign  vessels  entered  into  each  district  of 
the  United  States  in  the  year  1858-59.  (Com.  and  Nav.) 
Statement  of  the 12  552 

Tonnage  of  the  several  districts  of  the  United  States  in  the  year  1858- 

59.  (Com.  aiid  Nav.)    Statement  of  the 12  636 

Tonnage  of  the  several  districts  of  the  United  States  in  the  year 
1858  and  1859.  (Com.  and  Nav.)  Condensed  view  of 
the 12   644 

Tonnaee  from  1815  to  1859.    (Com.  and  Nav.)    Comparative  view  of 

tne  registered  and  enrolled 12   656 

Tonnage  thereof  in  the  year  1859.    (Com.  and  Nav.)    Statement  of 

the  number  and  class  of  vessels  built,  and  the 12   648 

Topographical  en^neers,  in  charge  of  the  office  of  explorations  and 
surveys,  with  his  views  in  relation  to  the  explorations  of  the  San 
Joan  and  Yellow  Stone  rivers,  and  sinking  artesian  wells,  dtc. 
Report  of  Captain  Humphreys,  of  the 2  2        540 

Topographical  engineers  in  relation  to  surveys,  improvements,  dbc.,  of 
lakes,  rivers,  harbors,  roads,  dbc.,  in  1859.    Report  of  the  chief 

of  the 2  2        684 

Topographical  ens'ipeers  during  the  past  year.    Report  designating  the 

stations  and  duties  of  the  corps  of. 2  2        696 

Tiessarer  of  the  United  States  on  the  operations  of  his  office.    Annual 

report  of  the 5  3        176 

Trcasnry  communicating  a  report  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury 
snowing  the  unexpended  amount  of  Uie  fund  set  apart  by 
the  treaty  of  Ghiaaalupe  Hidalgo  for  the  payment  ot  claims 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of 

the f. 1  1 

Tnmrj  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1859.  Abstract  of  expend- 
itures under  the  head  of  **contitigent  expenses  of  the  navy," 
as  settled  and  allowed  at  the  office  of  the  Fourth  Auditor  of 

the 3  2      1379 

Treasury  for  the  Post  Office  Department  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  that  department  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1859.  Re- 
port of  the  Auditor  of  the 3  2       1459 

Trettory  on  the  state  of  the  finances.    Annual  report  of  the  Secretary 

of  the 5  3  1 

Tmsury  notes  issued  under  the  act  of  December  23, 1857.  Statement 
01  the  amount  of  the  public  debt  on  July  1,  1858,  and  July  1, 
1859,  including 5  3  21 
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Subject. 


No.     Pagt. 


Treasury  in  relation  to  the  export  and  import  trade  of  the  United 
States  with  Qreat  Britain  and  France  for  the  years  ending  June 
30,  1853,  1854,  1855,  1856,  and  1857;  also,  the  quantity  and 
value  of  iron  and  manufactures  of  iron  and  manufactures  of 
wool  from  Qreat  Britain,  and  manufactures  of  silk,  wines,  and 
distilled  liquors  from  France.  Report,  with  statements,  of  the 
Secretary  of  the 

Treasurer  on  tne  operations  of  his  office.    Annual  report  of  the 

Treasury  on  the  operations  of  his  office.  Annual  report  of  the  Regis- 
ter of  the 

Treasury;  amount  of  drafts  outstandiujp^;  amount  subject  to  draft; 
amount  of  receipts;  and  amount  of  draAs  paid,  as  shown  by  the 
Treasurer's  weekly  exhibits,  rendered  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1859.  Statement  of  the  amount  of  moneys  in 
the  United  States 

Treasury  in  relation  to  the  expenditure  of  the  appropriation  for  the 
repair  of  the  light-house  and  pier  at  Chicago.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  communicating  a  statement  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the 
United  States  witn  the  British  North  American  provinces,  an- 
nually, since  1850.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  communicating  a  statement  of  the  number  and  location  of  the 
United  States  marine  hospitals,  with  the  number  and  compensa- 
tion of  employes  therein,  the  number  of  seamen  admitted  in 
each,  and  tne  annual  expenses  of  each  during  the  years  ending 
1854,  1855, 1856,  1857, 1858,  and  1859.  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the 

Treasury  communicating  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  revenue  col- 
lected annually  in  each  collection  district,  from  1854  to  1859, 
with  the  amount  expended  and  the  number  of  persons  employed 
in  each  district.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  tJie 

Treasury  in  relation  to  the  state  and  condition  of  the  custom-house  at 
New  Orleans,  and  the  necessity  of  further  appropriations  for 
its  completion.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  communicating  the  results  of  the  investigation  made,  pur- 
suant to  the  joint  resolution  of  the  26th  of  February,  1857,  *'  to 
Srevent  the  counterfeiting  of  the  coins  of  the  United  States." 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Trust  funds.    (See  Indian  trutt/und^abo  Stocks,) 

U. 

Utah  Report  and  correspondence  relating  to  the  operations  of  that 
portion  of  the  army  under  the  command  of  General  Johnston 
in  the  department  of 

Utah  and  the  Attorney  General  or  President  with  reference  to  the  legal 
proceedings  and  condition  of  affairs  in  that  Territory.  Corre- 
spondence between  the  judges  of 

Utah  Territory.  Report  of  the  massacre  at  Mountain  Meadows  and 
other  massacres  in 

V. 

Vessels  built  in  each  State  and  Territory  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
tonnage  thereof,  in  the  year  1859.  (Com.  and  Nav.)  Statement 
of  the  number  and  class  of,.,,'. 

Vessels  built  in  the  several  States  and  Territories  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  tonnage  thereof,  in  the  year  1859.  (Com.  and  N&v.) 
Statement  of  the  number  and  class  of. 

Vessels  which  entered  into  and  cleared  from  the  United  States  for  for- 
eign countries  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1859.  (Rep.  Com. 
and  Nav.)    Statement  of  the  national  character  of. 

Vessels  arriving  from  and  departing  to  each  foreign  country  during  the 
fiscal  year  endine  June  30,  1859.  (Com.  and  Nav.)  Statement 
of  exports  to  and  imports  from,  and  the  tonnage  of  American 
and  foreign 
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Yesseb  cleared  from  each  district  of  the  United  States  in  the  year 
1858-59.  (Com.  and  Nav.)  Statement  of  the  tonnage  of  Amer- 
ican and  foreign 

Yefseb  entered  into  each  district  of  the  United  States  in  the  year 
1858-59.  (Com.  and  Nay.)  Statement  of  the  tonnage  of  Amer- 
ican and  foreign 

Yesaela  cleared  from  each  district  of  the  United  States  in  the  year 
1858-59.  (Com.  and  Nay.)  Statement  of  the  countries  to  which 
American  and  foreign 

Ycneki  arrived  in  each  district  of  the  United  States  in  the  year  1858-59. 
(Com.  and  Nav.)  Statement  of  the  countries  to  which  Ameri- 
can and  foreie;n. 

Veto  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  bill  **  makine  an 
appropriation  for  deepening  the  channel  oyer  the  St.  Clair  flats, 
in  the  State  of  Michigan" 

Veto  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  bill  "  in  relation  to 
the  removal  of  obstructions  to  the  navigation  in  the  mouth  of 
the  Mississippi  river" 

Veto  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Arthur  Edwards  and  his  associates 

Virginia  and  Maryland.  Report  relating  to  the  tracing  and  marking 
the  boundary  line  between  the  States  of. 


W. 

Waflen  of  his  expedition,  in  1859,  from  Dalles  City,  in  Oregon,  to 
Grreat  Salt  Lake  City,  in  Utah,  and  back.  lUport  of  Captain 
H.  D 

War  steamers.     (See  Steamers.) 

War,  accompanymg  the  President's  annual  message,  showing  the  ope- 
rations or  the  War  Department  during  the  year  1859.    Report 

of  the  Secretary  of. 

(Su  Ust  4sf  doeumenU  oecomponyifig  the  above  at  page  19  qf  the  same,) 

War  communicating  an  Essay  from  Major  Barnard  on  the  Dangers  and 
Defenses  of  New  York.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of. 

War  in  relation  to  the  contract  for  tne  marble  columns  for  the  Capitol 
extension,  Ac.    Statement  of  the  Secretary  of. 

War  communicating  a  copy  of  the  memorial  of  Brevet  Lieutenant  Col- 
onel B.  S.  Rooerts,  relating  to  a  reorganization  of  the  militia  of 
the  United  States.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of 

War  communicating  the  reports  of  the  expeditions  of  Captain  Wallen, 
Lieutenant  Bonnycastle,  Lewis  ScnoU,  Lieutenant  Dixon,  and 
Lieutenant  Houston,  from  Dalles  City,  in  Oregon,  to  Great  Salt 
Lake  City,  in  Utah.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of. 

War  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  whether  any  orders  have 
been  issued  by  his  directions  by  which  a  preference  is  directed 
to  be  eiven  to  specified  individuals  in  contracts,  purchases,  or  in 
famii£ing  supplies.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of. 

War  eommunicatinff  the  report  of  Major  Delafield  on  the  Crimean  war. 
Letter  of  the  Secretary  of. 

War  transmitting  the  report  of  Major  Mordecai  on  the  military  opera- 
tions of  tne  Allies  and  Russians  in  the  Crimea.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of. 

War  transmittmg  a  report  of  the  Surgeon  General  in  relation  to  sick- 
ness and  mortality  in  the  army.    Letter  of  the  Secretary  of. 

Warehouse,  under  act  of  August,  1846.  Statement  ot  the  value  of 
dutiable  merchandise  reiftxported  annually  from  1821  to  1859; 
and  the  value  retftxported  from 

Warehouse  on  July  1, 1858,  and  on  the  1st  of  each  succeeding  month 
until  June  30, 1859.    Statement  of  the  amount  of  goods  in 

Warehouse  in  New  York  on  the  Ist  day  of  November,  in  the  years 
1855,  1856,  1857,  1858,  and  1859.    Statement  of  the  value  of 

goods  in 

Washington  aqueduct  in  1859.    Report  of  the  condition  and  opera- 

tions  on  the 

Waahiagton  and  Oregon.    (See  Estimates,) 
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Washington  Infinnary,  with  lists  of  governmentpatients  admitted,  dis- 
chari^ed,  and  those  under  treatment.     Keport  of  the  resident 
nhvsician  of  the..........^. ................. .Ttt.*.fTt#t..i.t*t«t«**T.t..T...... 
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853 

Washington.    Report  in  relation  to  obstructions  of  streets,  avenues, 
and  Dublic  reservations  in  the  citv  of.. 

1 

Water-works  in  the  District  of  Columbia.    Report  of  the  engineer  in 
charge  of  the  finished  Dortion  of  the  Potomac 

903 

Wildfire,  on  the  coast  of  Cuba.    Report  of  the  capture  of  the  slaver 

Wines.    (See  Imported,) 
Wool.    (See  Imported) 

Y. 

Yards  and  Docks.    Report  and  detailed  estimates  of  the  Bureau  of. 
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EXECUTIVE  DOCUMENTS 


PRINTED   BT    ORDER   OF 


THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

FIRST  SESSION  OP  THE  THIRTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS, 

1859-60. 


Subject. 


Page. 


MiuagtM  qftht  Fraidini  qfthe  United  States,  viz: 


On  tlie  state  of  the  Union 

Accompanying  documents,  viz: 

jieutrat  rights. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Cats,  Secretary  of  State,  to  Mr.  Mason,  United 
States  minister  to  France,  in  relation  to  rights  of  neutral 
nations 


Mexican  affavn. 

Letter  of  Mr.  McLane  to  Mr.  Cass,  May  7, 1859,  relating  to  the 
murder  of  Americans  at  Tacubaya 

Memorial  of  Charles  P.  Stone  to  Mr.  Cass,  August  25, 1859,  re- 
lating to  his  expulsion  from  Sonora 

Letter  of  Mr.  Reintree  to  Mr.  Cass,  September  24,  1859,  re- 
lating to  interference  in  suits  in  which  foreigners  are  con- 
cerned  

Same  to  same,  November  5,  1859,  relating  to  the  murder  of  Or- 
mond  Chase,  at  Tepic,  by  order  of  General  Marquez 


Verifieation  (^  nationality  of  shipping. 

Letter,  (extract,)  Mr.  Dallas  to  Mr.  Cass,  with  inclosures,  De- 
cember 16,  1858 

Letter,  same  to  same,  with  an  inclosure,  December  24, 1858 

Memorandum  from  the  Count  de  Sartiges,  (translation) 

Letter,  the  Count  de  Sartiges  to  Mr.  Cass,  (translation,)  Decem- 
ber 26,  1858 

LeUer,  Mr.  Cass  to  the  Count  de  Sartiges,  January  25,  1859 

Letter,  Lord  Napier  to  Mr.  Cass,  (with  inclosure,)  February  3, 
1859 

Letter,  Mr.  Cass  to  Mr.  Dallas,  February  23,  1859 

Letter,  Lord  Napier  to  Mr.  Cass,  (with  inclosure,)  March  12, 
1859 

Letter,  the  Count  de  Sartiges  to  same,  (translation,)  March  12, 
1859 

Letter,  Mr.  Cass  to  Mr.  Dallas,  March  15,  1859 
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Subject. 


MeaaaeeB  of  the  President  of  the  United  States — Continued. 

Letter,  Mr.  Dallas  to  Mr.  Cass,  March  18, 1859,  (extract) 

British  and  French  naval  instructions,  March  23, 1859 

Letter,  the  Count  de  Sartiges  to  Mr.  Cass,  May  9, 1859 

Letter,  Lord  Lyons  to  same,  May  9,  1859 

Letter,  Mr.  Cass  to  Lord  Lyons,  May  12, 1859 

Letter,  same  to  the  Count  de  Sartiges,  May  12,  1859 

Memorandum  from  Lord  Lyons,  May  14,  1859 

Letter,  Mr.  Cass  to  Mr.  Dallas,  May  14,  1859 

Letter,  same  to  Lord  Lyons,  (with  inclosure,)  July  18,  1859 

Letter,  same  to  Mr.  Dallas,  July  23, 1859 

(See  Jinnual  reports  qf  the  Secretaries  of  Statet  qf  the  Treasury, 
JtUerior,  War,  Jfavy,  Postmaster  General,  and  Jittomev 
General,  accompanying  the  President's  annual  message,  with 
accompanying  aocuments,  under  their  respective  heads.) 

Communicating^  correspondence  in  relation  to  an  outrage  committed  on 
an  American  family  at  Perugia,  in  the  Pontifical  States 

Assigning  his  reasons  for  not  approving  a  bill  entitled  **  An  act  makinjg 
an  appropriation  for  deepening  the  channel  over  the  St.  Clair 
flats,  m  tiie  State  of  Michigan,"  passed  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress 

Communicating  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  charg€  d'affaires  ad  in- 
terim of  the  United  States  in  China,  and  of  the  regulations  for 
consular  courts  which  accompanied  it , 

Assigning  his  reasons  for  not  approving  a  resolution  of  Congress,  passed 
on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  ob- 
structions to  uie  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  river 

Communicating  the  correspondence  of  Lieutenant  General  Scott,  in 
reference  to  the  Island  of  San  Juan,  and  of  Brigadier  General 
Harney,  in  command  of  the  military  department  of  Oregon 

Communicating  four  memorials  of  residents  at  and  near  the  eastern 
slope  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  prayine  the  extinguishment  of 
the  Indian  title;  a  survey  and  sale  of  Uie  public  lands;  the  es- 
tablishment of  an  assay  office,  and  the  erection  of  a  new  Terri- 
tory from  contiguous  portions  of  New  Mexico,  Utah,  Kansas, 
ana  Nebraska,  with  his  recommendations  in  relation  thereto 

Communicating  information  with  regard  to  the  present  condition  of  the 
work  of  marking  the  boundary,  pursuant  to  the  first  article  of  the 
treaty  of  1846,  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain , 

Communicating  information  in  relation  to  the  heating  and  ventilating 
of  the  Capitol  extension,  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  other 
public  buildings  in  course  of  construction,  dbc 

Communicating  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Texas,  concerning  the 
alleged  hostilities  existing  on  the  Rio  Grande  between  the  citizens 
or  military  authorities  of  Mexico  and  that  State 

Communicating  information  in  relation  to  the  marble  columns  for  the 
portico  of  the  Capitol  extension , 

Communicatinfir  further  correspondence  in  relation  to  the  hostilities  on 
the  Rio  Grande 

Communicating  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy*  accompanied  by 
copies  of  instructions  given  to  the  officers  of  the  United  States 
naval  forces  on  the  coast  of  Mexico,  to  protect  the  persons  and 
property  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States;  and  copies  of  the 
official  reports  of  Captain  Jarvis  and  Commander  Turner,  of  the 
capture  of  two  Mexican  war  steamers,  and  the  causes  which  led 
to  said  capture 

Communicating  the  instructions  to  and  dispatches  from  the  late  and 
present  ministers  in  China,  down  to  the  period  of  exchange  of 
the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  of  Tientsin,  and  also  the  instruc- 
tions of  Mr.  Parker,  of  February,  1857 

Communicating  the  instructions  and  correspondence  relative  to  the 
uniform  or  costume  of  persons  in  the  diplomatic  or  consular 
service 

Communicating  the  correspondence  between  the  judges  of  Utah  and 
the  Attorney  Greneral,  or  President,  with  reference  to  the  legal 
proceedings  and  condition  of  affairs  in  that  Territory , 
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31 


Subject. 


[eanges  of  the  President  of  the  United  States — Continued. 

ommanicating  information  in  regard  to  the  occupation,  by  American 
citizens,  of  the  Island  of  Navasa,  in  the  West  Indies 

(See  Hti  ef  aeeotnpantfing  vapen  at  pa^e  2  qfaame.) 

ommonicating  correspondence,  Ac.,  in  regard  to  the  compulsory  en- 
listment of  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  the  army  of  Prussia.. 

(See  Hti  efaeeompoMying  documenis  at  poet  4  qfsanu.) 

ommonicating  the  instructions  given  to  Mr.  McLane,  when  appointed 
minister  to  China 

jetuminf ,  with  his  objections,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Arthur  Edwards 
and  his  associates 

ommonicating  correspondence,  dbc,  in  relation  to  the  massacre  at 
Mountam  Meadows,  and  other  massacres  in  Utah  Territory 

(See  Hsit  i^  accompanying  papers  at  poKf*  2  o*^  39  of  same.) 

Q  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  slaver  Wildfire,  on  the  coast  of  Cuba, 
by  Lieutenant  Craven,  of  the  United  States  steamer  Mohawk 

Rcportt  and  correspondence  of  the  Secretary  qf  State,  viz: 

D  relation  to  the  rights  of  neutral  nations  upon  the  ocean 

B  relation  to  Mexican  affairs 

B  relation  to  the  verification  of  the  nationality  of  shipping , 

B  relation  to  an  alleged  outrage  perpetrated  hy  soldiers  on  an  Ameri- 
can  family  atFerugia,  in  the  Pontifical  States , 

!ommanicatin^  a  statement  of  the  fees  received  by  the  consular  officers 
of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1658,  the  tariff  of  consular  fees, 
and  a  list  of  all  consular  officers  on  December  31, 1859,  with 
other  papers 

!ommanicatmg  to  the  President  information  with  regard  to  the  present 
condition  of  the  work  of  marking  the  boundary,  pursuant  to  the 
first  article  of  the  tre<^y  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  of  June  15,  184o 

ommanicating  the  correspondence  with  the  United  States  minister  in 
Japan,  concerning  the  proposed  diplomatic  mission  from  Japan 
to  the  United  States 

'ransmittinc^  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  the  instructions  to 
and  £spatches  from  the  late  and  present  ministers  to  China, 
down  to  the  period  of  the  exchange  of  ratifications  of  the  treaty 
of  Tientsin;  and  also  a  copy  of  the  instructions  of  February, 
1857,  to  Mr.  Parker,  former  commissioner  to  China 

Vuismitting  to  the  President  the  instructions  and  correspondence 
relative  to  the  uniform  or  costume  of  persons  in  the  diplomatic 
or  consular  service 

''Ommunicating  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  information  in  re- 
eard  to  the  occupation,  by  American  citizens,  of  the  Island  of 
Navasa,  in  the  West  Indies 

Communicating  to  the  President  the  correspondence,  Ac.,  between  the 
governments  of  the  United  States  and  Prussia,  on  the  subject  of 
compulsory  enlistment  of  American  citizens  in  the  Prussian  amny . 

!ommanicating  tne  instructions  to  Mr.  McLane  when  appointed  min- 
ister to  China 

B  relation  to  a  bill  for  the  modification  of  the  act  of  August  11,  1848, 
"  to  carry  into  efifect  certain  provisions  in  the  treaties  between 
the  United  States  and  China,  and  the  Ottoman  Porte,  ^ivine  cer- 
tain judicial  powers  to  ministers  and  consuls  of  the  United  States 
in  those  countries 


Reports  of  tke  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  viz: 

)onmunicating  a  report  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  showing  the 
unexpended  amount  of  the  fund  set  apart  by  the  treaty  of  Uua- 
dalupe  Hidalgo  for  the  payment  or  claims  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States 

'nosmiuing  a  report  of  the  Reeister  of  the  Treasury  of  the  com- 
merce and  navigation  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  end- 
ing June  30,  ISS 
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Subject. 


Reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury — Continued. 

On  the  state  of  the  finances  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1859 

•Accompanying  Statements^  ^T^.,  tix: 

Statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year  ending  June 
30,1859 

Statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  quarter  of  the 
fiscal  year  1860  ending  September  30, 1859 

Statement,  showing  the  amount  of  the  public  debt  on  July  1, 
1858,  also  the  amount  of  the  public  debt  on  July  1,  1859, 
including  treasury  notes  issued  under  act  of  December 
23,1857 

Statement  of  the  quantity  and  value  of  iron  and  steel,  and  manu- 
factures thereof,  imported  into  the  United  States  during 
the  fiscal  years  endmg  June  30,  1856,  1857,  1858,  and 
1859 

Statement  of  the  value  of  merchandise  imported  during  the  fiscal 
years  ending  June  30,  1856, 1857, 1858,  and  1859,  respect- 
ively, with  the  duties  accruing  thereon;  also  the  value  of 
articles  imported  free  of  duty  during  the  same  period, 
including  tnose  made  free  by  the  act  of  March  3,  1857.... 

Statement  of  the  average  monthly  and  annual  prices  of  certain 
leading  articles  of  domestic  produce  at  New  York  for  the 
years  ending  June  30, 1855, 1856, 1857, 1858,  and  1859 

Statement  of  the  value  of  foreign  merchandise  imported  into,  and 
the  value  of  foreign  merchandise  and  domestic  produce 
exported  from,  the  United  States  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1859 

Statement  of  the  imports  and  exports  of  specie  and  bullion;  the 
imports  entered  for  consumption  and  specie  and  bullion ; 
the  domestic  exports  and  specie  and  bullion;  the  excess 
of  specie  and  bullion  exports  over  specie  and  bullion  im- 
ports,  and  the  excess  of  specie  and  bullion  imports  over 
specie  and  bullion  exports 

Statement  of  the  circulating  debt  of  the  banks  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  specie  in  their  possession  from  1848  to 
1859 

Statement  of  the  values  of  articles  of  foreign  production  imported 
into  the  United  States  from,  and  the  exports  of  (orei^ 
merchandise  and  domestic  produce  to,  certain  countries 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1859 

Statement,  in  answer  to  resolutions  of  the  House  calling  for  in- 
formation in  reference  to  the  export  and  iinport  trade  of 
the  United  States  with  Great  Bntain  and  France  for  a 
series  of  years  last  past 

Annual  report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint  for  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1859,  and  accompanying  tables 

Report  of  the  engineer  in  charge  of  construction  of  custom- 
houses, court-houses,  post  offices,  marine  hospitals,  and 
other  public  buildings  confided  to  the  charge  of  the 
Treasury  Department 

Statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  marine  hospital 
fund  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen  in  the  ports 
of  the  United  States  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1859 

Report  of  the  First  Auditor  on  the  operations  of  his  office 

Report  of  the  Second  Auditor  on  the  operations  of  his  office 

Report  of  the  Third  Auditor  on  the  operations  of  his  office 

Report  of  the  Fourth  Auditor  on  the  operations  of  his  office 

Report  of  the  Fifth  Auditor  on  the  operations  of  his  office 

Report  of  the  Sixth  Auditor  on  the  operations  of  his  office 

Report  of  the  First  Comptroller  on  tlie  operations  of  his  office... 

Report  of  the  Second  Comptroller  on  the  operations  of  his  office 

Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Customs  on  the  operations  of  his 
office , 
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Subject. 


Reports  of  the  Seeretary  of  the  Treasury — Contioued. 

Report  of  the  Treasurer  on  the  operations  of  his  office , 

RiqMrt  of  the  Solicitor  on  the  operations  of  his  office ., 

Report  of  the  Register  on  the  operations  of  his  office , 

RqMrt  of  supervising  inspectors  of  steamboats 

RqMrt  of  the  Light-house  Board 

Statement  of  amount  due  under  treaties  with  various  Indian  tribes, 

payable  on  time ; , 

Statement  of  amount  of  stock  held  in  trust  by  the  United  States 

for  the  Chickasaw  national  fund  and  Smithsonian  Institu- 


tion. 


Statement  of  balance  of  various  other  trust  funds.. 

Statement  of  the  gold  a|id  silver  coinage  at  the  Mint  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  annually  from  its  establishment  in  1792,  and 
including  the  coinage  of  the  branch  mints  and  the  essay 
office,  (New  York,)  from  their  organizatiou  to  June  30, 
1850 

Statement  of  the  amount  of  coin  and  bullion  imported  and  ex- 
ported annually  from  1821  to  1859,  inclusive;  also  the 
amount  of  importation  over  exportation,  and  of  exporta- 
tion over  importation  during  the  same  jrtan 

Statement  of  the  gross  value  of  exports  and  imports  from  the 
beginning  of  the  government  to  June  30, 1^9 

Statement  of  the  amount  of  tonnage  of  the  United  States  an- 
nually, from  1789  to  June  30, 1859;  also  the  registered 
and  enrolled  and  licensed  tonnage  employed  in  steam 
navigation  each  year 

Statement  of  the  revenue  collected  from  the  beginning  of  the 
government  to  June  30, 1859,  under  the  several  heads  of 
customs,  public  lands,  and  miscellaneous  sources,  in- 
cluding loans  and  treasury  notes;  also  the  expenditures 
during  the  same  period,  and  the  particular  tarin  and  price 
of  lands  under  wnich  the  revenue  from  those  sources  was 
collected 

Statement  of  the  value  of  manufactured  articles  of  domestic  pro- 
duce exported  to  foreign  countries  from  June  30, 184o,  to 
June  30, 1859 

Statement  of  the  value  of  foreign  merchandise  imported,  rei&x- 
ported,  and  consumed  annually,  from  1821  to  1859,  inclu- 
sive, and  also  the  estimated  population  and  rate  of  con- 
sumption per  eapUa  durine  the  same  period 

Statement  of  the  total  value  of  imports,  and  the  imports  con- 
sumed in  the  United  States,  exclusive  of  specie,  during 
each  fiscal  year  from  1821  to  1859;  showing,  also,  the 
value  of  foreign  and  domestic  exports,  exclusive  of  spe- 
cie, and  the  tonnaee  employed  during  the  same  period 

Statement  (summary)  of  the  exports  of  domestic  produce,  d^., 
of  the  United  States  annually  from  1847  to  1859,  inclusive.. 

Statement  of  the  value  of  certain  articles  imported  annually  from 
June  30,  1844,  to  June  30, 1859,  (after  deducting  rel&x- 
portations,)  and  the  amount  of  duty  which  accrued  on 
each  during  the  same  periods,  respectively 

Statement  of  the  value  of  foreign  merchandise  and  domestic  pro- 
duce exported  annually  from  1821  to  1859,  inclusive 

Statement  of  the  quantity  of  wine,  spirits,  dbc.,  imported  an- 
nually from  1843  to  1859,  inclusive 

Statement  of  the  value  of  imports  annually  from  1821  to  1859 

Statement  of  the  value  of  dutiable  merchandise  reexported  an- 
nually from  1821  to  1859,  inclusive;  and  showing,  also, 
the  value  re^ixported  from  warehouse,  under  act  of  Au- 
gust, 1846 

Statement  of  the  aggregate  value  of  breadstuff's  and  provisions 
exported  annually  from  1821  to  1859 

Statement  of  the  quantity  and  value  of  cotton  exported  annually 
from  1881  to  1859,  inclusive,  and  the  average  price  per 
pound 
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Reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury — Continued. 

Statement  of  the  quantity  and  value  of  tobacco  and  rice  exported 

annually  from  18Sl  to  1859,  inclusive 

Statement  of  the  value  of  iron  and  manufactures  of  iron,  and 
iron,  and  iron  and  steel,  steel,  wool  and  manufactures  of 
wool,  manufactures  of  cotton,  silk  and  manufactures  of 
silk,  flax,  linen  and  linen  fabrics,  hemp  and  manufac- 
tures of  hemp,  Manilla,  sun,  and  other  hemps  of  India, 
and  silk  and  worsted  goods,  imported  from  and  exported 
to  foreign  countries  from  1840  to  1859,  inclusive;  and  also 
showing  the  domestic  exports  of  like  articles  for  the  same 

periods 

Statement  of  the  value  of  iron,  manufactures  of  iron  and  iron  and 

,       steel,  steel,  sugar,  wines,  and  all  fabrics  of  which  wool, 

cotton,  silk,  flax,  or  hemp  is  a  component  part,  imported 

annually  from  1847  to  1859,  inclusive;  with  the  duties 

which  accrued  thereon  during  each  year,  respectively, 

and  brandies  for  the  years  1856,  1857, 1858,  and  1859 

Statement  of  the  exports  to  and  imports  from  Canada  and  other 
British  possessions  in  North  America  from  July  1,  1851, 

to  June  30,  1859 

Statement  of  the  amount  of  goods  in  warehouse  on  Juiy  1, 1858, 
and  on  the  first  of  each  succeeding  month  until  June  30, 

1859 

Statement  of  the  returns  of  the  banks  in  the  different  States  at 

the  dates  annexed 

Statement  of  the  condition  of  the  banks  in  difi*erent  sections  of 

the  Union  in  1856,  1857,  1858,  and  1859 

Statement  of  the  condition  of  the  banks,  according  to  returns 

dated  nearest  to  January  1, 1859 

Statement  of  the  condition  of  the  banks  in  the  United  States,  in 

various  years,  from  1850  to  1859,  inclusive 

Statement  of  tne  amount  of  moneys  in  the  United  States  treas- 
ury, amount  of  drafts  outstanding,  amount  subject  to 
draft,  amount  of  receipts,  and  amount  of  drafts  paid,  as 
shown  by  the  Treasurer's  weekly  exhibits,   rendered 

during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1859 

Statement  of  the  value  of  exports  of  the  growth,  produce,  and 
manufacture  of  the  United  States  during  the  fiscal  year 

ending  June  30, 1859 

Statement  of  the  value  of  goods  in  warehouse  in  New  York  on 
the  first  day  of  November  in  the  years  1855, 1856,  1857, 

1858,  and  1859 

In  relation  to  the  expenditure  of  the  appropriation  for  the  repair  of  the 

light-house  and  pier  at  Chicago 

Communicating  a  statement  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  United 
States  with  the  British  North  American  provinces  annually  since 
1850,  showing  the  imports  and  exports  subject  to  duty  and  not 
subject  to  duty,  and  distinguishing  Canada  from  other  provinces.. 

Communicating  information  in  relation  to  the  marine  hospitals 

Communicating  a  statement,  showing  the  amount  of  revenue  collected 
annually  in  each  collection  district,  Trom  June  30,  1854  to  June 
30,  1859,  together  with  the  amount  expended,  and  the  number 

of  persons  employed  in  each  district 

In  relation  to  the  present  state  and  condition  of  the  new  custom-house 
at  New  Orleans,  and  the  necessity  and  economy  of  making 

further  appropriations  for  its  early  completion 

Communicating  the  results  of  an  investigation  made  pursuant  to  the 
joint  resolution  of  February  26,  1&7,  to  prevent  the  counter- 
feiting of  the  coins  of  the  United  States 

Transmitting  a  report  from  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  of  the  com- 
merce and  navigation  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  ending 
June  30, 1859 
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Reporti  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury — Continued. 
List  qf  papers  aeeompanying  the  ahove^  viz: 

A  general  statement  of  the  exports  of  domestic  produce,  the 
<iuantity  and  value  shipped  to  each  country,  the  amount 
in  American  vessels,  in  foreign  vessels,  and  the  aggregate 
value 

A  summary  of  the  same,  with  the  articles  and  their  value  clas- 
sifiea  under  the  several  heads  of  production 

A  genera]  statement  of  articles  of  foreign  merchandise  exported, 
and  the  quantitv  and  value  shipped  to  each  country......... 

A -summary  of  the  value  of  foreign  merchandise  exported,  with 
the  amount  in  American  vessels,  in  foreign  vessels,  and 
the  aggregate  value 

A  general  statement  of  imports,  the  countries  from  whence  im- 
ported, with  the  quantity  and  value  of  each  class  of  mer- 
chandise 

A  summary  of  the  value  of  imports  in  American  vessels,  in 
foreign  vessels,  the  value  from  each  country,  and  the 
aggregate  value 

A  statement  exhibiting  the  quantity  and  value  of  domestic  pro- 
duce exported  trom  each  collection  district  in  the  coun- 
try  

A  statement  exhibiting  the  quantity  and  value  of  foreign  mer- 
chandise exported  from  each  collection  district 

A  statement  exhibiting  the  quantity  and  value  of  foreign  mer- 
chandise imported  into  each  collection  district 

Tonnage  of  Amencan  and  foreign  vessels  cleared 

Tonnage  of  American  and  foreign  vessels  entered 

Tonnage  and  national  character  of  foreign  vessels  entered  and 
cleared 

Statistical  view  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 

Statistical  view  of  the  commerce  of  each  State  and  Territory 

Tonnage  of  American  and  foreign  vessels  cleared  from  each  dis- 
trict  

Tonnage  of  American  and  foreign  vessels  entered  into  each  dis- 
trict  

Countries  to  which  American  and  foreign  vessels  cleared  from 
each  district 

Countries  from  which  American  and  foreign  vessels  arrived  in 
each  district 

Imports  indirect. , 

Summary  of  the  same 

Tonnage  of  the  several  districts  of  the  United  States 

Condensed  view  of  the  tonnage  of  the  several  districts  of  the 
United  States 

Number  aiid  class  of  vessels  built  durine  the  year  1859 

Comparative  view  of  the  registered  and  enrolled  tonnage  from 
1815  to  1859 

Number  and  class  of  vessels  built  from  1815  to  1859 

{See  index  to  the  above  document  at  page  663  qf  same.) 

Reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior ,  viz  : 

Od  the  operations  of  the  Interior  Department  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1859 


Of  the  number  and  character  of  journals,  books,  and  other  congres- 
sional documents  received  at  and  sent  from  the  Interior  Depart- 
ment, under  resolutions  of  Congress  of  January  28, 1857,  March 
20, 1858,  and  third  section  of  act  of  February  5, 1859 
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Reporta  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior — Continued. 

(See  rtporU  of  Commisnoner  (if  the  General  Land  Office,  (if  Indian  ^air$t 
of  PentionSf  qf  Public  Buildings,  qf  the  Board  nf  Visitors  qf  the  Hos- 
pital for  the  Insane,  (f  the  Board  qf  Directors  (f  the  InstitfUionfor 
the  Deitfand  Duimh  and  the  Blind,  and  qfthe  Engineer  in  ehtarge 
of  the  JUnished  portion  (f  the  Potomac  water-works,  under  their 
respective  heads^ 

Transmitting  to  the  President  copies  of  the  correspondence  with  Lieu- 
tenant GKeneral  Winfield  Scott  and  Brigadier  General  William  S. 
Harney,  in  reference  to  the  recent  difficulties  at  San  Juan  Island . 

Submittinji  additional  estimates  of  appropriations  for  the  Indian  serrice 
in  Oregon  and  Washington  for  tne  current  and  ensuing  fiscal 
years 

Communicating  the  correspondence  on  file  in  the  Interior  Department, 
in  relation  to  obstructions  of  streets,  avenues,  and  public  reser- 
rations  in  the  city  of  Washington 

Submitting  a  report  and  estimate,  under  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  of 
August  18, 1856,  relative  to  clerk  hire  and  office  expenses  of  the 
district  land  offices 

Communicating  correspondence  in  relation  to  the  massacre  at  Moun- 
tain Mellows,  and  other  massacres  in  Utah  Territory 

(See  lists  qf  papers  accompanying  the  above  tU  pages  2  and  39  qfsame,) 

Communicating  the  correspondence  between  the  Indian  Office  and  the 
present  superintendents  and  agents  in  California  and  J.  Ross 
Browne,  relating  to  the  condition  and  management  of  the  Indians 
and  their  reservations  in  California 

Communicating  copies  of  certain  papers  in  reference  to  the  mail  route 
preemption  case  of  Jacob  Hall  and  others 

Communicating  information  relative  to  contracts  for  the  construction 
of  the  east  and  west  wings  and  north  front  of  the  Patent  Office 
building,  &>c 

Transmitting  a  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  with  copies  of 
bids  and  contracts  entered  into  for  fitting  up  the  saloons  of  the 
east  and  west  wings  of  the  Patent  Office  with  model  cases  and 
galleries 

Reports  qf  the  Secretary  qf  War,  vix  : 

On  the  operations  of  the  War  Department  during  the  year  1858-^ 

List  qf  papers  accomptmying  the  above,  viz: 

Colonel  Lee's  report  on  quelling  the  late  raid  at  Harper's  Ferry. 
Correspondence  relating  to  the  difficulties  at  San  Juan  Island.... 
Correspondence  relating  to  military  affairs  in  the  department  of 

Oregon 

Correspondence  relating  to  affairs  in  the  department  of  Utah 

Correspondence  relating  to  affairs  in  the  department  of  New 

Mexico 

Correspondence  relating  to  affairs  in  the  department  of  Texas 

Correspondence  relating  to  affairs  in  the  department  of  Ccdi- 

fomia 

Correspondence  relating  to  the  use  of  camels  in  the  army 

Lieutenant  Anderson's  report  of  a  march  from  Fort  Laramie  to 

Fort  Randall 

Correspondence  relating  to  the  increase  of  Uie  coffee  and  sugar 
ration  in  the  army 

Lieutenant's  Morton's  Memoir  on  American  Fortification.!!!!!!!! 

Report  from  the  office  of  explorations  and  surveys 

Reports  on  the  Capitol  extension,  the  new  dome,  and  the  Post 
Office  extension 

Report  of  the  Adjutant  Greneral  of  the  army !!!!!!!!!! 

Report  of  the  Q,uartermaster  Greneral  of  the  army !!!! 

Import  of  the  Commissary  general  of  the  army !!!! 

Report  of  the  Paymaster  General  of  the  army !!!!!! 

Report  of  the  Surgeon  General  of  the  army !!!!!! 
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ports  of  the  Secretary  of  War — Continued. 

Report  of  the  Chief  Elneineer  of  the  army 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  to  the  military  Academy 

BLeport  of  the  Chief  of  the  Topographical  Engineers 

BLeport  of  the  operations  of  the  Ordnance  Department 

Bununicatine  Major  Barnard's  Essay  on  the  Dangers  and  Defenses 

of  New  York 

tmmunicating  to  the  President  the  letter  of  J.  F.  Connolly  in  relation 

to  his  offier  for  marble  columns  for  the  porticoes  of  the  Capitol 

extension 

irrespondence  with  the  governor  of  Texas  in  relation  to  hostilities 

on  the  Rio  Grande 

nnmanicating  a  copy  of  a  memorial  of  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  B. 

S.  Roberts,  relating  to  a  reorganization  of  the  militia  of  the 

United  States 

nnmunicatine  the  report  of  Captain  H.  D.  Wallen  of  his  expedition 

in  1859,firom  Dalles  City  to  Great  Salt  Lake  and  back 

1  answer  to  a  resolution  of  inquiry  of  the  Senate  whether  any  orders 

have  been  issued  by  directions  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  giving 

a  preference  to  specified  individuals  in  contracts,  purchases,  or 

in  famishing  supplies 

ransmitting  the  report  of  Major  Delafield  on  the  military  operations 

of  the  Allies  and  Russians  in  the  Crimea 

lananitting  the  report  of  Major  Mordecai  on  the  military  operations 

of  the  Crimean  war 

'la&amtttine  a  report  from  the  Surgeon  General  of  the  sickness  and 

mortuity  or  the  army 


RepmU  qfthe  Secretary  of  the  JV*avy,vtz: 
to  the  operations  of  the  Navy  Department  during  the  year  1858-^.... 

Jieeompan^ng  documenii,  viz: 

List  of  deaths,  resignations,  and  dismissions  since  the  last 
report 

Report  of  the  board  of  officers  appointed  to  witness  the  exami- 
nation of  actinjg  midshipmen,  and  to  examine  into  the 
state  of  the  police,  discipline,  and  general  management  of 
the  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis,  Maryland 

Report  of  the  cruize  of  the  practice-ship  Plvmouth,  under  Com- 
mander Craven,  commandant  or  miashipmen 

Reports  of  the  cruize  of  the  surveying  schooner  Fenimore 
Cooper,  under  the  command  ofXieutenant  Brooke 

Estimate  of  appropriations  required  for  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  tne  Navj  and  southwest  executive  building  for 
the  vear  ending  June  30,  1861 

Report  ana  detailed  estimates  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks. 

Report  and  detailed  estimates  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and 
Hydrography,  including  Naval  Academy,  Naval  Obser- 
Tatory,  and  Nautical  Almanac  estimates 

Report  and  detailed  estimates  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction 
Equipment  and  Repair 

Report  and  detailed  estimates  of  the  Bureau  of  Provisions  and 
Clothing 

Report  and  detailed  estimates  of  the  Bureau  of  Medicine  and 
Sarjgery * 

Report  or  the  commandant  of  the  marine  corps,  and  detailed 
estimates  from  the  paymaster  and  quartermaster  of  the 
corps 

Gieneral  estimate  (civil)  of  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
and  bureaus  of  ue  department 

General  estimate  for  the  Southwest  Executive  Building 

Summary  estimate  for  all  objects  under  the  control  of  the  Navy 
Department • 

General  estimate  for  the  navy  proper 
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Reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy — Continued. 

General  estimate  for  the  marine  corps 

Gkneral  estimate  for  special  objects  under  the  control  of  the  Navy 

Department 

Second  Comptroller's  statement  of  navy  appropriations,  expen> 

ditures,  and  balances 

Abstract  of  expenditures  under  the  head  of  "contingent  expenses 
of  the  navy,*'  as  settled  and  allowed  at  the  office  of  the 
Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  from  July  1,  1858,  to 

June,  1859 

Transmitting^  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  a  report,  with  in- 
structions given  to  the  naval  officers  on  the  coasts  of  Mexico, 
to  protect  the  persons  and  property  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  ;  and  copies  of  the  official  reports  of  Captain  Jarvis  and 
Commander   Turner,  of  the '  capture  of  two  Mexican   war 

steamers,  and  the  causes  which  lea  to  said  capture 

In  relation  to  proceedings,  under  act  of  January  38,  1857,  authorizing 
the  establishment  of  a  naval  depot  at  Blythe  Island,  in  the  State 
of  Greorgia 

Reports  qf  the  Postmaster  GenenU,  viz: 

On  the  operations  of  the  Post  Office  Department  during  the  year  1858-59. 

•Seeompanying  documents,  viz: 

Statement  showing  the  curtailment  in  the  cost  of  mail  transpor- 
tation  between  the  4th  of  March  and  dOth  September,  1859. 

Report  of  Mr.  Ould,  United  States  attorney  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  of  the  trial  of  William  D.  Phillips,  charged 
with  counterfeiting  the  frank  of  Senator  Doue^las 

Articles  of  agreement  for  the  settlement  of  further  details  under 
the  postal  treaty  with  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  under 
the  convention  of  December  15, 1848 

Statement  of  United  States  mail  service  abroad  for  the  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1859 

Statement  of  the  sums  paid,  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1859, 
on  the  New  York  and  Chagres  and  on  the  Astoria  and 
Panama  mail  steamer  line 

Statement  of  the  number  of  mail  routes,  mail  contractors,  ex- 
press agents,  route  a£;ents,  local  agents,  and  mail  messen- 
gers at  the  close  of  the  contract  year  ending  June  30, 1859. 

Statement  of  mail  service  in  the  States  of  Virginia,  North  Caro- 
lina, South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida 

Statement  of  railroad  mail  service  as  in  operation  on  the  30th 
September,  1859 

Statement  of  railroad  mail  service  as  in  operation  on  the  30th 
June,  1859 

Statement  of  steamboat  mail  service  as  in  operation  on  Septem- 
ber 30, 1859 

Report  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  of  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures of  the  Post  Office  Department  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1859 

Statement  of  the  surplus  of  emoluments  and  commissions  at  the 
principal  post  offices,  after  deducting  the  maximum  com- 
pensation of  |2,000  per  annum  of  the  postmasters  and 
the  necessary  incidental  expenses  of  the  offices 

Statement  of  receipts  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  under  their 
several  heaas,  for  the  year  1858-59 

Statement  of  expenditures  of^the  Post  Office  Department,  under 
their  several  heads,  for  the  year  1858-59 

Recapitulatory  statements  of  letter  and  newspaper  postage,  reg- 
istered letters,  compensation  allowed  postmasters,  inci- 
dental expenses  of  post  offices,  and  amount  credited  con- 
tractors and  others  for  the  transportation  of  the  mails  in 
each  State  and  Territory  for  the  year  1858-^59 
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Subject. 


eports  of  the  Postmaater  General — Continued. 

Statement  of  letters,  circulars,  newspapers,  and  pamphlets  re- 
ceired  and  delirered  by  carriers,  and  the  amount  received 
and  paid  out  for  carriage  in  New  York  and  other  cities 
therem  named,  for  the  year  1858-59 

Statement  of  letter  postage  on  British  mails  received  in  and  sent 
from  the  United  States  during  the  year  1858-59 

Same  on  Prussian  mails 

Same  on  French  mails 

Same  on  Bremen  mails 

Same  on  Hamburg  mails 

Statement  of  letters  and  newspapers  exchanged  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  United  Kingdom  in  British  mails  during 
the  year  1858-59 

Same  between  the  United  States  and  Prussia,  France,  Bremen, 
and  Hamburg 

Statement  of  revenue  to  the  United  States,  also  to  the  United 
States  Post  Office  Department,  by  the  Cunard  line  for  the 
year  1858-59 

Statement  of  closed-mail  account  of  mails  received  and  sent  to 
and  from  Prussia,  Canada,  California,  Havana,  and  Mexico. 

Statement  of  receipts  and  disbursements  in  closed  mails  between 
the  United  states  and  Prussia  during  the  year  1858-59 

Statement  of  letters  and  newspapers,  with  the  several  postages, 
conveyed  by  various  lines  of  ocean  steamers  during  the 
year  1858-59 , 

Statement  of  postages  on  mails  exchan^d  between  the  United 
States  and  the  British  provinces  m  the  year  1858-59 

Statement  of  postage  account  with  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
durine  the  firoal  year  ending  June  30,  1859 

Same  with  Prussia 

Same  with  France 

Same  with  Bremen 

Same  with  Hamburg 

Statement  of  balances  due  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  France,  Bremen,  and  Hamburg,  on  the  ad- 
justment of  accounts,  durinjg  the  year  1858-S 

Statement  of  balances  due  the  United  States,  on  the  adjustment 
of  the  accounts  with  the  kingdom  of  Prussia,  in  the  year 
1858-59 

Statement  of  postages  accounted  for  on  foreign  dead  letters  re- 
turned to  ana  sent  from  the  United  States  with  England 
and  Ireland,  Prussia,  France,  Bremen,  and  Hamburg 

Statement  of  amounts  reported  as  being  due  the  Havre  line, 
being  the  sea  and  inland  postages 

Same  as  being  due  the  Bremen  line 

Same  as  being  due  the  * 'miscellaneous  "line,  being  the  sea  postages. 

Same  as  being  due  the  Vanderbilt  line 

Same  as  being  due  the  German  Lloyd  line 

Same  as  being  due  the  Canadian  line 

ransmittinga  statement  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  for  the  Post 

Office  Department  of  the  amount  of  postage  received  in  each 

State  and  Territory  since  1840  to  the  present  time;  and  also  the 

amount  paid  in  each  year  for  transportation  in  each  of  said 

States  and  Territories,  indicating  the  rates  of  postage  in  each 

year,  and  the  number  of  letters  transmitted  by  mail  each  year.... 
etter  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  ana  Post 

Roads  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the  contract  made  with  Mr. 

Butterfield  for  the  transportation  of  the  letter  mail,  overland,  from 

the  Mississippi  river  to  Son  Francisco,  and  back 

1  relation  to  dead  letters,  drop  letters,  and  letters  held  for  postage  or 

postag^e  not  prepaid 

nnmanicating  copies  of  the  contracts  of  Daniel  H.  Johnson  and 

Cornelius  Vanderbilt  for  transporting  the  mails  between  New 

York,  New  Orleans,  and  San  Francisco,  via  the  Isthmus,  to- 
gether with  the  correspondence  relating  thereto 
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Reports  of  the  PoBtmaster  Gkneral — Continued. 

Commanicatine  further  information  in  relation  to  the  contracts  with 
Daniel  H.  Johnson  and  Cornelius  Vanderbilt  for  temporary  mail 
serrice  between  New  York  and  San  Francisco,  ana  New  Or- 
leans and  San  Francisco,  via  the  Isthmus , 

Communicating  information  in  relation  to  the  defalcation  of  the  post- 
master at  New  York .'. 

In  relation  to  mail  depredations  in  the  Greenrille  district,  in  the  State 
of  South  Carolina,  and  the  unfitness  of  the  Greenville  post  office 
building  for  post  office  purposes,  &c 


Report  of  the  Jittomey  General,  viz: 

Transmitting  correspondence  between  the  judges  of  Utah  and  him  or 
Uie  President  with  reference  to  the  l^ral  proceedings  and  condi- 
dition  of  affairs  in  the  Territory  of  Utah 


Reporti  qfthe  Commitrioner  <^tht  General  Land  Offiee,  vi*: 

On  the  operations  of  the  General  Land  Office  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1859,  and  the  quarter  ending  September  30, 1859. 

Jiecompanfmg  documenti,  vix: 

Exhibit  of  sales,  &c.,  of  public  lands  during  the  year  endine 
June  30, 1859,  and  the  quarter  endine  September  30,  1859 

Exhibit  of  the  condition  of  the  bounty  land  business  under  acts 
of  1847, 1850, 1852,  and  1855 

Exhibit  of  swamp  land  selected  for  the  several  States  under  acts 
of  March  2, 1849,  and  September  28,  1850,  up  to  Sep- 
tember 30,  1859 

Operations  in  relation  to  revolutionary  military  claims  and  those 
for  services  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  recommendations 
relative  to  the  residue  of  the  lands  in  the  Virginia  mili- 
tary district 

Exhibit  of  the  quantities  of  land  certified  to  States,  &c.,  under 
grants  for  railroads 

Statement  of  surveying  returns  from  October  1, 1858,  to  Sep- 
tember 30f  1h59,  showing  the  number  of  acres  and  miles 
surveyed  in  the  States  and  Territories 

Statement  of  surveys  of  boundary  line  between  Florida  and 
Gkoreia;  western  boundary  line  of  Minnesota,  of  bound- 
ary lines  between  California,  Utah,  New  Mexico,  and 
Oregon;  of  lands  in  Ore^n  and  Washington,  east  of  the 
Cascades;  and  of  donations  and  claims  under  treaty  of' 
1846  with  Great  Britain 

Exhibit  of  lands  prepared  for  market  and  not  advertised  for  sale 
on  the  30tii  of  June,  1858;  also  those  prepared  for  mar- 
ket during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1859;  and  those  ad- 
vertised for  sale  during  the  same  year;  and  those  prepared 
for  market  and  advertised  for  sale  during;  the  quarter 
ending  September  30, 1859;  and  also  the  whole  Quantity 
of  unoffered  surveved  land  on  hand  September  30,  1859... 

Statements  of  lands  sola,  cash  received,  incidental  expenses, 
and  payments  into  the  treasury  during  the  first  and  second 
half  years  ending  June  30,  1859 

Estimates  for  the  General  Land  Office  for  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1861,  and  additional  appropriations  under  military 
acts  of  March  3,  1855,  and  Aueiist  18,  1856;  and  of  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  Gknereu  Land  Office  for  the  year 
ending  June  30, 1861 

Estimates  for  the  surveying  department  for  the  year  ending  June 
30,1861 

Report,  with  estimates  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Minnesota 

Report,  with  estimates,  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Illinois  and 
Missouri 
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Subject. 


Reports  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office — Continued. 

Report,  with  estimates,  of  the  surieyor  general  of  Wisconsin 
and  Iowa 

Report,  with  estimates,  of  the  surveyor  g;eneral  of  Louisiana 

Report,  with  estimates,  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Florida 

Report,  with  estimates,  of  the  surveyor  general  of  New  Mexico . 

Report,  with  estimates,  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Nebraska 

Report,  with  estimates,  of  the  surveyor  general  of  California 

Report,  with  estimates,  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Washington . 

Report,  with  estimates,  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Utah 

In  relation  to  preemptions  to  contractors  carrying  mails  throueh  Ter- 
ritories west  of  the  Mississippi,  under  acts  of  March  3,  1855, 

and  March  3,  1857 


Reports  of  the  ComoMsioner  qf  Pennons,  viz: 

On  the  operations  of  the  Pension  Bureau  during  the  year  ending  June 
30, 1859,  with  synopsis  thereof • - 


Jieeon^HSMfing  iooumentSf  viz: 

Statement  of  original  applications  and  for  increase  of  army  pen- 
sions admitted,  with  annual  amount  of  same,  for  the  year 
ending  June  30, 1859 

Statement  of  arrears  of  army  pensions  admitted,  due,  and  pay- 
able at  the  date  of  issuing  the  pension  certificate,  for  tne 
year  ending  June  30, 1859 

Statement  of  the  amount  of  army  pensions  on  the  rolls  of  the 
several  States  and  Territories,  on  June  30, 1859 

Statement  of  amount  paid  for  army  pensions  at  the  several  agen- 
cies in  the  States  and  Territories,  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1859 

Statement  of  the  amount  of  funds  in  the  hands  of  army  pension 
agents,  on  June  30,  1859 

Statement  of  the  number  and  yearly  amount  of  original  applica- 
tions, and  for  increase  of  navy  pensions  admitted,  during 
the  year  ending  June  30, 1859 

Statement  of  the  amount  of  funds  in  the  hands  of  navy  pension 
agents  on  June  30, 1859 

Statement  of  the  amount  paid  for  navy  pensions  at  the  several 
agencies  in  the  States  and  Territories  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1859 ^ 

Statement  of  the  number  and  annual  amount  of  navy  pensions 
payable  at  the  several  agencies  in  the  States  and  Territo- 
ries on  June  30, 1859 

Statement  of  the  amount  that  has  been  paid  for  pensions  in  each 
State  and  Territory  since  the  organization  of  the  present 
government > 


Reports  of  the  Covnimissioner  qf  Indian  •^airs,  viz: 

On  the  operations  of  the  office  of  Indian  Affairs  during  the  year  ending 
June  30, 1859,  with  a  compendium 


Jiccompawffing  doewnentSt  viz: 


Report  of  the 
Report  of  the 
Report  of  the 
Report  of  the 
Report  of  the 
Report  of  the 
Report  of  the 
Report  of  the 
Report  of  the 
Report  of  the 

4— Ex. 


New  York  Indian  agency 

Michigan  Indian  agency 

agency  of  the  Indians  in  the  vicinity  of  Green  bay. 

Northern  Indian  superintendency 

Central  Indian  superintendency 

Southern  Indian  superintendency 

Texas  Indian  superintendency 

New  Mexico  Indian  superintendency 

Utah  Indian  superintendency 

Washington  Indian  superintendency 
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Page. 


Reports  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs — Continued. 

Report  of  the  California  Indian  superintendency 

Statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Indian  Trust  Fund,  &,c, 

Statement  of  stocks  held  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  trust 
for  Indian  tribes 

Submitting  an  estimate  of  the  amounts  that  will  be  required  to  hold 
councils  with  the  Kiowas,  Comanches,  and  other  Indians  who 
roam  near  the  Arkansas  river,  west  of  100th  degree  west  lon- 
gitude; the  Arrapahoes  and  Cheyennes,  located  below  the  south 
fork  of  the  Platte  river;  the  Sioux  and  other  Indians  of  the 
plains,  and  the  Red  Lake  Chippe was  and  the  Indians  of  the  Red 
river,  in  the  State  of  Minnesota,  for  the  extinguishment  of  their 
title  to  lands  in  that  State 

Transmitting  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  facts  and  correspondence 
relating  to  the  massacre  at  Mountain  Meadow,  in  August,  1857, 

and  other  massacres  in  Utah  Territory,  &c 

(See  list  <if  papers  accompanying  the  above  at  pages  2  and  38  of  same.) 

Transmitting  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  copies  of  correspondence 
between  the  Indian  Office  and  the  present  superintenaents  and 
agents  in  California  and  J.  Ross  Browne,  relating  to  the  condi- 
tion and  management  of  the  Indians  and  their  reservations  in 
California 


Reports  (if  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  viz: 

On  the  operations  of  the  agricultural  branch  of  the  Patent  Office  during 
the  year  1858-9 

On  the  mechanical  operations  of  the  Patent  Office  during  the  year 
1858-9,  (part  1) 

On  the  mechanical  operations  of  the  Patent  Office  during  the  year 
1858-9,  (part  2) 


Report  qfthe  Superintendent  of  Public  Printing,  viz: 

Seventh  annual  report  of  the  operations  of  the  office,  and  showing  the 
condition  of  the  public  printing 

Reports  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings,  viz: 

On  the  operations  of  his  office  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1859, 
with  compendium  thereof. 


Jieeompanying  documents,  viz: 

Statement  of  receipts  and   expenditures  under  his  direction 
during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1859 


Report  of  the  Engineer  in  charge  of  the  finished  portion  of  the  Potomac 

water-works,  viz: 

On  the  operation,  condition,  repairs,  &c.,  of  the  water-works  during 
the  year  1858-59 

Copy  of  system  of  regulations  adopted  by  the  Corporation  o£  Wash- 
ington, to  avail  itself  of  the  privileges  conferred  upon  it  by  act 
of  jMarch  3,  1859,  in  regard  to  the  use  of  the  Potomac  water, 
with  copies  of  city  ordinances  relating  thereto , 

Estimate  of  the  amount  required  for  the  expenses  of  the  office  of  the 
Potomac  water-works , , 


Report  of  the  Resident  Physician  of  the  Washington  If\firmary,  in  the 

District  of  Columbia,  viz: 

Statement,  with  a  list  of  government  patients  remaining  under  treat- 
ment on  the  1st  of  July,  1858,  aesignating  those  who  died  or 
were  improved  or  discharged , , 
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Report  of  Resident  Physician  of  the  Washington  Infirmary — Contin'd. 

Lit  ( ofpatients  admitted  into  the  Infirmary  from  Julj  I,  1858,  to  June 
3D,  1859,  showing  the  date  ofadmission  and  discharge,  and  con- 
dition at  the  time  of  the  discharge 

Reports  qf  the  Swrgetm  General  qf  the  Army,  viz: 

On  the  medical  operations  of  his  department  during  the  year  1858-59... 
On  the  sickness  and  mortality  of  the  army  during  me  year  1858-59 


Rtftvt  of  the  Board  qf  Jntpeeton  qf  the  Peniteniiary  of  the  District  of 

ColunMa,  viz: 

On  the  condition  and  operations  of  the  penitentiary  during  the  year 
1858-59 


Accompanying  papers,  mx: 


Report  of  the  warden  of  the  penitentiary.... 
Report  of  the  physician  of  the  penitentiary. 
Report  of  the  chaplain  of  the  penitentiary.. 
Report  of  the  matron  of  the  penitentiary.... 


Report  of  Ike  Board  qf  Visitors  of  the  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  viz: 


Compendium  of  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors 

Report  of  the  president  and  secretary  of  the  hospital 

Report  of  the  superintendent  for  the  erection  of  the  hospital. 


itfort  of  the  Board  qf  Directors  of  the  Institution  for  the  Deqfand  Dumb 

and  the  Blind,  vix: 

On  the  operations  of  the  Institution  during  the  past  year,  and  its  con- 
dition on  the  1st  of  July,  1859 


Accompanying  papers,  viz: 


Report  of  the  superintendent  of  the  Institution 

List  of  subscriptions  to  the  Institution  for  the  year  ending  June 

30,1859 

Report  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Institution 

List  of  pupils  in  the  Institution  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 

Statement  of  the  regulations  of  the  Institution 


Reports,  Sfe.,  of  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  viz: 

Communication  in  reply  td  the  preamble  and  resolutions  submitted 
bv  Hon.  Mr.  Green,  ana  asking  an  investigation  into  the 
cnarges  contained  therein 

On  the  operations  of  his  ofiice  for  the  year  1858-59 


Report  of  the  Suond  Comptroller,  viz: 

On  the  operations  of  his  ofiice  during  the  year  1858-59 

Annual  reports  qfthe  several  Auditors,  viz; 

Of  the  First  Auditor  on  the  operations  of  his  office  for  the  year  ending 

June  30,  1859 

Of  the  Second  Auditor  on  the  operations  of  his  office 

Of  the  Third  Auditor  on  the  operations  of  his  office 

Of  the  Fourth  Auditor  on  the  operations  of  his  office 

Of  the  Fiflh  Auditor  on  the  operations  of  his  office 

Of  the  Sixth  Auditor  on  the  operations  of  his  office 
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36th  Congress,  )  SENATE.  ( Ex.  Doc. 

Irf  Sesgion.      J  [   No.  38.     -  - 


MESSAGES  _^ 


OF    THE 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


COMMITNICATING, 


m  COMPLIANCE  WITH  RESOLUTIONS  OF  THE  SENATE, 


INFORMATION   RELATIVE   TO    THE 


COMPULSORY  ENLISTMENT  OF  AMERICAN  CITIZENS 


IN   THE 


ARMY  OF  PRUSSIA,  &c. 


WASHINGTON: 
CBOBGB  W.  BOWMAN,  PRINTEB. 

1860. 


April  17, 1860. — Resolved,  That  the  Messages  of  the  President  of  the  11th  and  16th  of 
April  instant,  co.nmunicating,  in  compliance  with  resolutions  of  the  Senate,  information  in 
regard  to  the  cumpulsory  enlistment  of  American  citizens  in  the  army  of  Prussia,  &c.,  be 
printed  together,  and  that  five  thousand  extra  copies  thereof  be  printed  and  bound  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate 


MESSAGE 


OF   THE 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


COMMUNICATING, 


In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate^  information  in  regard  to 
the  compulsory  enlistment  of  American  citizens  in  the  army  of  Prussia, 


April  13, 1860. — Read,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2d  February, 
1859,  requesting  information  in  regard  to  the  compulsory  enlistment 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  the  army  of  Prussia,  I  transmit  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  documents  by  which  it  was 
accompanied. 

JAMES  BUCHANAN. 

Washington,  April  11,  1860. 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  April  10,  1860. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  2d  of  February,  1859,  requesting  the  President  *'to  com- 
municate copies  of  any  correspondence  between  the  government  of  the 
United  States  and  the  government  of  Prussia  on  the  subject  of  the 
compulsory  enlistment  of  American  citizens  in  the  army  of  that  king^ 
dom,  with  such  other  information  on  the  subject  as  the  Department  of 
State  may  be  able  to  furnish,"  has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  President 
a  copy  of  the  papers  specified  in  the  subjoined  list. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

LEWIS  CASS. 

The  President. 


COMPULSORY  ENLISTMENT 


List  of  dccompanying  documents. 

Mr.  Wheaton  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  29th  July,  1840,  with  inclosures. 

Mr.  Barnard  to  Mr.  Webster,  11th  March,   1851 — extract — with 
inclosures. 

Same  to  same,  10th  June,  1851 — extract — with  inclosures. 

Same  to  same,  24th  June,  1851-  extract — with  inclosures. 

Same  to  same,  28th  July,  1851 — extract — with  inclosures. 

Mr.  Fay  to  Mr.  Webster,  15th  May,  1852 — extract — with  inclosures. 

Mr.  Barnard  to  Mr.  Webster,  15th  June,  1852,  with  inclosures. 

Same  to  same,  13th  July,  1852 — extract — with  inclosures. 

Same  to  same,  20th  July,  1852 — extract — ^with  inclosure. 

Same  to  same,  3d  August,  1852,  with  inclosures. 

Same  to  same,  3d  August,  1852 — extract. 

Same  to  same,  10th  August,  1852 — extract — with  inclosure. 

Same  to  same,  17th  August,  1852,  with  inclosure. 

Same  to  same,  12th  October,  1852,  with  iuclosures. 

Mr.    Fay  to    Mr.    Webster,    26th    October,    1852— extract— with 
inclosure. 

Mr.  Barnard  to  Mr.  Everett,  7th  December,  1852 — extract — with 
inclosure. 

Same  to  same,  14th  December,  1852 — extract — with  inclosure. 

Mr.  Everett  to  Mr.  Barnard,  14th  January,  1853 — extract — with 
inclosure. 

Mr.  Barnard  to  Mr.  Everett,  8th  February,  1853 — extract. 

Same  to  same,  15th  February,  1853,  with  inclosure. 

Mr.   Barnard   to   Mr.    Marcy,   22d   March,    1853 — extract — with 
inclosures. 

Same  to  same,  5th  April,  1853 — extract — with  inclosure. 

Baron  Gerolt  to  Mr.  Marcy,  11th  July,  1853,  with  inclosure. 

Mr.  Vroom  to  Mr.  Marcy,  31st  October,  1853 — extract — with  in- 
closures. 

Same  to  same,  13th  December,  1853 — extract — with  incloures. 

Same  to  same,  28th  February,  1854 — extract — with  inclosures. 

Same  to  same,  2d  May,  1854 — extract — with  inclosure. 

Same  to  same,  9th  May,  1854 — extract — with  inclosure. 

Same  to  same,  16th  May,  1854 — extract — with  inclosures. 

Same  to  same,  6th  February,  1855— extract — with  inclosures. 

Same  to  same,  20th  March,  1855 — extract — with  inclosures. 

Same  to  same,  18th  September,  1855 — extract — with  inclosure. 

Same  to  same,  23d  October,  1855 — extract — with  inclosures. 

Same  to  same,  8th  January,  1856— extract — with  inclosures. 

Same  to  same,  22d  January,  1856— extract — with  inclosures. 

Same  to  same,  26th  February,  1856— extract — with  inclosures. 

Same  to  same,  13th  May,  1856 — extract — with  inclosures. 

Same  to  same,  2d  December,  1856— extract — with  inclosures. 

Same  to  same,  20th  January,  1857 — extract — with  inclosure. 

Mr.  Vroom  to  Mr.  Cass,  14th  July,  1857 — extract — with  inclosures 
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fr.  Wright  to  Mr.  Cass,  19th  September,  1857 — extract. 

une  to  same,  2l8t  September,  1858 — extract. 

ame  to  same,  28th  September,  1858 — extract. 

iime  to  same,  2d  November,  1858 — extract. 

jiame  to  same,  4th  December,  1858 — extract — with  inclosure. 

ii.  Cass  to  Mr.  Wright,  10th  December,  1858. 

Kr.  Wright  to  Mr.  CSiss,  18th  January,  1859,  with  inclosures. 

Same  to  same,  26th  January,  1859 — extract. 

Same  to  same,  12th  March,  1859 — extract. 

Same  to  same,  9th  April,  1859 — extract. 

Mr.  Wright  to  Mr.  Cass,  4th  June,  1859 — extract. 

Same  to  same,  25th  June  1859 — extract. 

Mr.  Cass  to  Mr.  Wright,  8th  July,  1859. 

Mr.  Wright  to  Mr.  Cass,  6th  August,  1859 — extract. 

Same  to  same,  10th  August,  1859,  with  inclosures. 

Same  to  same,  13th  August,  1859 — extract — with  inclosure. 

Same  to  same,  20th  August,  1859. 

Same  to  same^  24th  August,  1859,  with  inclosures. 

Same  to  same,  Slst  August,  1859. 

Mr.  Cass  to  Mr.  Wright,  15th  September,  1859. 

Same  to  same,  9th  December,  1859. 

Same  to  same,  17th  December,  1859. 

Mr.  Wright  to  Mr.  Cass,  7th  March,  1860. — extract — with  inclosures. 
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Mr,  Wheaton  to  Mr,  Forsyth, 

No.  157.]  Bkrun,  Jvly  29,  1840. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  inclose  copies  of  correspondence 
relating  to  the  case  of  Johann  Philipp  Knoche,  a  naturalized  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  born  in  Prussia,  and  claiming  to  be  exempt  from 
military  service  on  his  return  to  his  native  country. 

As  it  did  not  appear  to  me  that  his  claim  could  be  maintained,  I  had 
no  hesitation  in  declining  to  interfere  in  the  manner  requested. 

I  have  the  honor  to  oe,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

HENRY  WHEATON. 

Hon.  John  Forsyth,  cfec,  dkc. 


[Translation.] 

The  very  humble  petition  of  Johann  Philipp  Knoche,  of  Wunder- 

thausen,  district  of  Berleburg : 

WUNDBRTHAUSEN,  Jvly  19,  1840. 

I  emigrated  to  America  from  my  birth  place  in  my  twenty-first  year, 
in  1834,  to  seek  my  fortune  in  that  country.  I  was  six  years  in 
America,  most  of  ^it  in  Baltimore,  where  I  became  an  American 
citizen. 

I  did  not  notify  my  going  off  from  here  to  the  local  authority,  or  the 
district  authority,  or  thatof  the  jurisdiction,  nor  ask  their  permission. 
It  is  only  since  about  the  twentieth  of  last  month  that  my  mther  wrote 
to  me  to  come  and  fetch  him,  for  he  had  also  determined  to  emigrate  to 
America.  To  my  greatest  astonishment,  I  learned  that  by  my  being 
here  they  will  enrol  me  as  a  soldier,  which  throws  me  into  the  greatest 
perplexity ;  therefore,  I  make  free  to  turn  myself  to  your  high  authority, 
with  the  humble  petition  that  you  will  inform  me  whether  I  must  hold 
myself  subject  to  the  Prussian  law  as  bound  to  military  duty,  or 
whether  I  am  exempt,  as  an  American  citizen.  I  have  an  American 
passport  and  certificate  of  citizenship,  which  if  it  be  necessary,  I  can 
send  to  your  excellency  by  mail  from  here,  where  I  must  remain  till 
the  early  part  of  the  coming  year,  as  my  father  has  not  yet  sold  his 
property,  therefore  cannot  as  yet  emigrate. 

On  this  subject  I  humbly  and  dutifully  request  as  early  answer  as 
may  be. 

With  deepest  respect,  I  subscribe  myself  your  excellency's  most 
obedient  servant, 

JOHANN  PHILIPP  KNOCHE. 


Berlin,  July  24,  1840. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  application,  stating  that  you  are  a  native- 
born  subject  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia  ;  that  you  emigrated 
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to  the  United  States  in  the  year  1834,  heing  then  twenty-one  years  old, 
where  you  became  naturalized  as  a  citizen ;    that  you  have  since 
returned  to  your  native  country,  where  you  have  been  required  to  per- 
form military  duty,  and  desiring  my  official  interference  for  your  relief. 
In  reply,  I  have  to  state  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  interfere  in 
the  manner  you  desire.     Had  you  remained  in  the  United  States,  or 
visited  any  other  foreign  country  (except  Prussia)  on  your  lawful  busi- 
ness, you  would  have  been  protected  by  the  American  authorities,  at 
home  and  abroad,  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  your  rights  and  privileges  as 
a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States.     But,  having  returned  to 
the  country  of  your  birth,  your  native  domicil  and  national  character 
rwert,  (so  long  as  you  remain  in  the  Prussian  dominions,)  and  you  are 
hound  in  all  respects  to  obey  the  laws  exactly  as  if  you  had  never  emi- 
grated. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  WHEATON. 
Mr.  JoHANN  Philipp  Kkoche. 


Mr,  Barnard  to  Mr.  Webster, 

[Extract.] 

No.  14.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin^  March  11,  1851. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  by  me  to 
Mr.  Manteuffel  in  behalf  of  H.  Van  de  Sandt,  accompanied  by  a  copy 
of  Mr.  Van  de  Sandt's  letter  to  this  legation. 

**  in  ^  in  in  m  in  mt 

With  the  highest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient 
servant, 

D.  D.  BARNARD. 
Hon.  Daniel  Webster, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Barnard  to  Mr,  Manteuffel, 

Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Berlin f  March  4,  1851. 

Monsieur  le  Baron  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Sandt,  who  has  been  ordered  to  leave  Prussia  by  the  land- 
rath  of  Cleve.  As  he  declares  himself  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
although  I  have  not  yet  seen  his  passport,  I  beg  to  present  his  request 
for  a  reconsideration  of  his  case. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  as- 
surance of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

D.  D.  BARNARD. 

Hi.s  Excellency  Baron  Von  Manteuffel, 

Miniver  of  Foreign  Affairs,  dc. 
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Mr.  Sandt  to  the  American  Legation. 

[TraDslation.] 

Breenenshen,  Provincb  of  Lower  Bhine, 

Farm  near  Cleves,  February  29,  1851. 

The  undersigned  American  citizen  does  himself  the  honor  to  call 
upon  the  honorable  legation  of  the  United  States  for  the  just  inter- 
vention of  its  influence,  in  his  most  unpleasant  situation. 

It  is  only  a  few  weeks  since  I  came  from  North  America  amongst 
my  kinsfolk  here,  on  some  family  afiairs,  and  now  have  information 
from  the  police,  by  order  of  the  town  councilors  of  Cleves,  that  I  must 
at  once  leave  the  country,  or  otherwise,  am  threatened  with  imprison- 
ment and  compulsory  banishment.  Now,  I  have  no  desire  to  be 
thrust  by  force  across  the  boundary  like  a  vagabond  by  some  unin- 
vited attendants,  my  business  not  being,  in  the  meantime,  yet  finished, 
so  I  request  your  honor's  kind  interference  and  counsel  in  this  matter. 
The  reason  of  this  strange  conduct  of  the  police  is  unknown  to  me,  as 
I  have  not  been  guilty  of  any  oflFense,  and  my  passport  issued  by 
Mayor  Kennett,  of  St.  Louis,  was  visaed  at  that  place  as  correct  by 
the  Prussian  consul.  I  cannot  think  what  the  police  here  can  want 
with  me. 

Would  your  honor  desire  to  inspect  the  passport  referred  to,  I  beg 
you  will  give  me  your  kind  notice  of  the  fact. 

With  highest  esteem, 

H.  VAN  DE  SANDT. 

The  Legation  of  the  United  States  op  America  at  Berlin. 


Mr,  Barnard  to  Mr,  Webster, 

[Extract.] 

No.  24.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  June  10,  1851. 

Sir:  *  *  ♦  ♦  *  ♦ 

fhe  department  has  heretofore  heen  informed  that  Mr.  Henry  Von 
der  Sandt  applied  to  me  some  time  ago  to  interfere  in  his  hehalf  with 
the  government  of  Prussia.  He  claimed  to  be  an  American  citizen  in 
Prussia,  under  protection  of  a  regular  passport,  and  complained  of 
harsh  and  unreasonable  treatment,  in  being  ordered  by  the  authorities 
of  Cleves  to  quit  Prussia.  In  a  note  of  the  4th  of  March  last,  I  asked 
the  government  here  to  review  the  case  and  the  decision  of  the  local 
authorities. 

I  have  received,  under  date  of  the  2lBt  of  May,  a  note  from  the  de- 
partment of  foreign  affairs,  declining  to  reverse  the  decisions  of  the 
officials  at  Cleves,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  communicated.  A? 
80^^  «q  received,  a  copy  of  this  note  was  sent  to  Mr.  Von  der  Sandt. 
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It  would  appear,  from  a  letter  received  from  him,  dated  the  25th  of 
May,  and  which  must  have  been  written  before  the  copy  of  the  min- 
ister's note  to  me  had  reached  him,  that  he  had  been  promptly  notified 
of  the  final  decision  of  the  government  in  his  case,  and  of  the  necessity 
of  his  quitting  Prussia.  I  send  a  copy  of  his  letter,  which  is  in  German, 
remarking  that  it  is  written  in  a  moderate  tone  of  complaint  of  the 
legation,  or  the  government,  or  somebody  else,  and  contains  an  an- 
nouncement of  his  purpose  to  make  his  grievances  known  both  to  the 
Prussian  and  American  public  through  the  newspapers. 

It  will  be  observed  that  Mr.  Von  der  Sandt  was  not  provided  with 
a  passport  from  the  American  Government,  but  from  the  mayor  of  St. 
Louis,  and  that  he  cannot  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  since  he 
emigrated  from  Prussia  only  in  1849.  His  motives  for  leaving  Prussia, 
and  the  object  of  his  return,  are  stated  in  the  minister's  letter  to  me, 
according  to  their  understanding  of  the  case  ;  and  Mr.  Yon  der  Sandt 
has  refused  to  give  the  authorities  any  satisfaction  in  regard  to  the 
nature  of  the  family  aflairs  which  he  had  said  brought  him  back  to  his  old 
j  home,  or  the  length  of  time  which  he  desired  to  occupy  in  his  private 
business.  The  government  seemed  to  be  resolved  that  he  should  not 
live  in  Prussia  as  a  Prussian,  and  yet  escape  all  the  duties  of  a  Prussian 
subject,  under  pretense  or  color  of  being  a  citizen  of  another  country. 

i  «  4(  *  ♦  *  ♦  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

D.  D.  BARNARD. 
Hon.  Daniel  Webster, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Le  Coq  to  Mr.  Barnard. 

[TrajMlatioo.] 

Berlin,  May  21,  1851. 

&R :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  you  have  been  pleased 
to  address  to  me,  dated  the  4th  of  March  last,  transmitting  the  com- 
plaint of  Mr.  Henry  Von  der  Sandt,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
against  the  order  which  has  been  given  to  him  by  the  landrath  of 
Ofeves  to  quit  the  Prussian  States,  and  I  hasten  to  communicate  to 
you  information  on  this  subject  which  I  have  just  received  frcwn  the 
competent  authorities. 

flenry  Von  der  Sandt  having,  at  his  request,  received  a  permit  of 
emigration,  (EnUaasungs  Urkunde,)  left  his  country,  in  1849,  to  go  to 
America,  with  the  sole  view  of  screening  himself  by  that  from  the  per- 
formance of  his  military  duties  in  the  landwehr.  On  his  return  now, 
he  wishes  to  avail  himself  of  his  foreign  character  to  settle  and  live 
near  his  relatives,  under  the  pretext  of  alleged  family  aflfairs,  wishing 
thus  to  wait  until  the  time  of  his  military  obligations  shall  have  ex- 
pired, reserving  himself  to  get  out  of  the  way  again  in  case  circum- 
stances should  render  his  presence  still  necessary  under  the  flag. 
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The  passport  of  which  he  is  the  bearer,  and  which  was  issued  to  him 
by  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  mentions  neither  the 
object  nor  the  duration  of  his  journey,  and  being  thus  an  insufficient 
means  of  legalization,  it  has  been  deemed  necessary  to  come  to  an  un- 
derstanding on  these  two  points  with  Mr.  Von  der  Sandt.  The  latter, 
however,  not  only  refuses  all  explanation,  but  will  not  even  come  for- 
ward at  the  summons  which  has  been  addressed  to  him  by  the  land- 
rath  of  Cleves. 

In  these  circumstances,  sir,  the  King's  government  could  only  ap- 
prove and  sustain  the  measure  which  Mr.  Von  der  Sandt  complains  of; 
and  I  sincerely  regret  that  I  am  not  able  to  answer  in  a  more  favorable 
manner  your  intervention  in  his  behalf. 

In  restoring  herewith  the  letter  inclosed  in  your  dispatch,  I  have, 
«ir,  the  honor  to  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

THE  MINISTER  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

For  the  minister, 

LE  COQ. 


Mr,  Sandt  to  the  legation  of  the  United  States. 

[Translation.] 

Bremen,  May  25,  1851. 
To  the  honorable  legation  of  the  United  States  of  North  America  at  Berlin : 

Your  Honor  :  I  venture  yet  again,  and,  indeed,  for  the  last  time,  to 
write  to  you,  for  the  time  for  my  departure  is  nigh  at  hand,  and  I  have 
even  until  now  waited  in  vain  for  a  definitive  answer. 

It  is  true,  I  have  for  some  time  remarked  a  cessation  on  the  part  of 
the  landraths  in  my  persecution,  which  I  attribute  to  your  honor's  in- 
terference ;  but  nevertheless,  I  am  assured  to-day,  that,  according  to 
a  letter  from  the  government,  I  am  to  be  sent  out  of  the  country  ;  out 
for  all  that,  still  relying  on  my  just  rights  and  your  powerful  interven- 
tion, I  await  your  answer  with  good  hopes. 

Should,  however,  your  honor  not  be  in  a  position  to  protect  an 
American  citizen  in  this  country,  who,  in  spite  of  a  correct  passport,  is 
persecuted  without  reason,  then  must  my  elevated  thoughts  about 
America  vanish,  and  my  pride  in  being  a  citizen  thereof  be  undermined. 

In  that  case,  I  may  perceive  it  to  be  my  special  duty  to  become  a 
warning  to  every  one,  and  to  make  my  condition  known  not  only 
through  the  papers  of  this  country,  but  also  through  publication  in 
those  of  America. 

I  must  also  remark,  that  your  honor,  conformably  to  your  last  letter, 
is  not  exactly  acquainted  with  my  position ;  for  if  I  had  been  apprized 
of  the  citation  of  the  landraths,  I  should  have  gone  blindfold  into  the 
power  of  the  party  from  whom  I  must  protect  myself.     Should  your 


OF  AMERICAN  CITIZENS.  11 

honor  be  informed  of  the  reason  of  my  persecution,  I  beg  you  will  have 
the  goodness  to  impart  it  to  me.     Under  all  circumstances  I  await  your 
esteemed  reply. 
Your  honor's  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  VON  DE  SANDT. 


Mr,  Baimard  to  Mr.  Webster, 

[Extract.] 

No.  27.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin^  June  24,  1851. 

8ib: 

The  decision  of  the  government  of  Prussia  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Von 
de  Sandt,  of  which  the  department  is  advised,  has  not  satisfied  that 
person,  and  he  has  written  to  me  again  on  the  subject.  I  send  a  copy 
of  his  letter,  with  a  copy  of  one  addressed  to  him  in  reply,  by  way  of 
caution  and  counsel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

D.  D.  BARNARD. 
Hon.  DkSTBL  Webster, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Sandt  to  Mr.  Barnard, 

[Tranalation.] 

Bremen,  Jt^Tie  9,  1851. 

I  have  received  the  letter  of  the  secretary  of  legation,  Mr.  Fay,  ol 
the  26th  May,  and  accompanying  extracts  from  letters  of  the  minister 
for  foreign  affairs  of  Prussia  of  the  21st  May.  I  see,  however,  thereby, 
that  you  have  come  to  an  unjust  conclusion,  and  that  your  decision, 
therefore,  turns  out  disagreeably  for  me. 

From  the  beginning:  that  I  emigrated  in  1849  is  an  error  of  fact; 
because,  from  5th  October,  1843,  I  threw  off  the  bond  of  subjection  to 
Prussia,  and  emigrated  a  short  distance  out  from  here.  So,  also,  is  it 
erroneous  to  say  that  I  emigrated  to  get  rid  of  the  military  regulations. 
I  have  fulfilled  my  active  service  period,  and  part  of  my  reserve  service, 
without  fault ;  but  if  it  be  that  I  belong  till  my  fortieth  year  to  the 
first  and  second  levy  of  landwehr,  and  could  not  emigrate  without 
incurring  the  appearance  of  intention  to  evade  my  military  obligations^ 
and  was  the  military  liability  the  only  oppression  in  this  country,  there 
certainly  would  not  be  here  so  many  hundreds  who,  daily,  secretly  get 
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across  the  Bhine,  who  are  not  soldiers,  and  who  have  no  need  to  fear 
that ;  and  in  America,  also,  we  are  not  free  from  the  duty  of  service, 
but  always  bound,  on  any  peril  which  may  menace  the  land,  to  seize 
our  weapons. 

That  my  non-appearance,  on  the  verbal  request  of  a  field-guard,  to 
appear  before  the  burgomasters  of  Kelle,  half  a  league  from  here,  (not 
before  the  landraths,)  was  given  out  to  seem  to  be  the  principal  ground 
of  my  proscription,  is  not  justice ;  for,  a  long  time  after  my  proscription, 
first  came  this  summons,  and  not  in  substitution.  But  the  mere  fear 
of  my  arrest  was  the  reason  for  my  non-appearance ;  for,  had  I  returned 
the  copy  of  my  passport,  which  contained  nothing  dangerous  to  my 

!)er8onal  freedom,  to  the  burgomaster,  at  his  request,  and  if  my  longed- 
br  personal  freedom  were  assured  to  me,  I  would  readily  enough  have 
complied  with  the  summons,  notwithstanding  the  learned  in  the  law 
call  it  indiscreet  to  mix  up  in  family  affairs,  and  occasions  are  not 
unknown  here  on  which  people  have  been  summoned  and  detained  by 
a  police  oflSce. 

That  I  desire  to  reside  here  under  the  name  of  foreigner,  that  I  may 
evade  the  landwehr  service,  is  also  as  untrue  and  unfounded.  I  wish 
to  remain  here  scarcely  four  months  longer ;  and  thereafter,  I  hopefully 
look  forward  not  any  more  to  need  your  protection  in  this  country. 
Also,,  yonder  in  America,  can  the  time  of  my  citizen's  rights  be  settled 
and  decided  by  competent  persons,  as  important  and  not  to  be  disturbed, 
so  that  I  can,  according  to-my  oath  taken,  enjoy  all  the  rights  I  have 
claim  to,  with  that,  also,  of  voting. 

That  in  Prussia  only  one  passport  signed  by  the  government  in 
Washington  is  sufficient,  was  unknown  to  the  person  who  issued  my 
passport,  as  well  as  the  Prussian  consul  who  in  good  faith  visaed  it 
as  the  legitimate  pass  of  an  American  citizen.  Upon  this  I  have  made 
this  unlucky  journey,  and  upon  this  I  maintain  that  I  deserve  all  pro- 
tection, notwithstanding  all  denials  and  intrigues. 

Should  your  excellency,  notwithstanding  all  this,  not  be  in  position 
to  secure  me  liberty  to  be  busy  here  yet  a  few  months,  this  may,  at 
least,  give  you  a  different  idea  of  my  character. 

With  the  assurance  that  this  letter  rests  on  truth  and  justice,  I 
remain,  with  the  highest  esteem,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  ser- 
Tant, 

H.  V.  DE  SANDT. 

The  Minister  of  the  United  States,  Befi^lin, 

P.  S.  For  better  faith  in  the  foregoing  language,  I  send,  herewith, 
literal  copies: 

1.  My  passport,  with  the  verification  by  the  Prussian  consul  at  St. 
Louis. 

2.  My  oath  of  declaration. 

3.  My  permit  to  emigrate. 

4.  My  lately  received  order  from  the  landrath  of  Cleves,  the  original 
whereof  is  with  my  father,  H.  V.  de  Sandt,  of  Bremen,  where  it  can 
be  seen,  and  to  whom  you  may  send  answer. 

H.  V.  DE  SANDT. 
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Mr.  Barnard  to  Mr.  Sandt, 

Lbqation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin^  June  17,  1851. 

Sib:  Your  letter  of  the  9th  instant  has  been  received,  and  I  lose  no 
time  in  giving  you  such  counsel  in  reply  to  it  as  your  case  and  the 
positions  you  assume  seem  to  demand. 

Your  letter  and  the  inclosures  disclose  certain  facts  which  should  be 
noted. 

In  the  first  place,  if  you  were  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  already 
naturalized,  your  passport  is  an  invalid  one.  A  mayor  of  a  city  in  the 
United  States  cannot  grant  a  valid  passport.  It  must  come  from  the 
authority  of  the  general  government,  and  not  from  any  State  or  city 
authority.  With  the  visa  of  the  Prussian  consul,  your  passport  proved 
to  be  sufficient  to  enable  you  to  get  into  the  country ;  but  it  was  not 
one  on  which  you  could  rely  to  protect  you  in  a  residence  here. 

But  in  the  next  place,  you  are  not  yet  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 
Declaring  your  intention  to  become  a  citizen  does  not  make  you  a  citi- 
zen. This  intention  was  declared  so  late  as  March,  1850,  and  the  time 
required  by  law  for  your  admission  to  citizenship  after  that  declaration 
is  very  far  short  of  having  been  accomplished. 

When  you  ceased  to  be  a  citizen  of  Prussia  by  your  permit  of  emi- 
gration and  became  a  resident  in  the  United  States,  the  laws  and  gov- 
ernment of  that  country  became  your  protection  so  long  as  that  residence 
continued.  When,  however,  you  quitted  your  residence  there  before 
perfecting  your  naturalization,  and  again  took  up  your  abode  in  Prussia, 
for  your  own  purposes,  your  condition  was  a  peculiar  one,  and  required 
from  you  a  peculiar  and  very  discreet  line  of  conduct.  It  was  impossi- 
ble for  the  American  legation  here  to  claim  you  as  an  American  citi- 
zen ;  though,  as  a  resident  of  the  United  States,  who  had  taken  the  first 
steps  in  good  faith  to  become  a  citizen,  and  whom  we  should  hope  one 
day  to  see  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  citizenship  in  that  country,  we 
might  have  asked,  and  would  very  gladly  have  been  instrumental  in 
procuring  for  you,  the  free  permission  of  the  government  of  Prussia  to 
remain  here  for  any  reasonable  time  required  by  your  business  or  your 
convenience. 

The  error  in  your  case  has  been  in  claiming  to  be  an  American  citi- 
zen, and  in  insisting  on  the  right  to  remain  here  as  such  without  de- 
claring your  object  or  business  or  the  time  of  your  proposed  stay.  I 
am  quite  persuaded,  if  you  had  presented  yourself  voluntarily  or 
promptly,  on  being  required  to  do  so,  before  the  proper  authority  or 
officer  of  the  locality,  and  had  laid  frankly  before  him  the  exact  truth 
of  the  case — your  position  as  a  resident  of  the  United  States,  intending 
to  become  a  citizen,  the  business  or  objects  which  had  brought  you 
back  to  your  old  home,  and  the  probable  time  of  your  necessary  stay — 
that  on  satisfying  such  authority  or  officer  of  the  sincerity  and  truth 
of  your  declarations  you  would  not  have  been  disturbed. 

Perhaps  it  is  not  too  late  yet.  If  it  is  still  desirable  to  you  to  re- 
main, I  should  advise  you  to  try  what  a  frank  exposition  of  your  case 
before  the  burgomaster  or  landrath  might  be  able  to  effect  for  you* 
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But  you  should  avoid  any  spirit  of  demand  or  of  controversy.  State 
•  exactly  your  position  as  it  has  now  been  laid  down  to  you  from  this 
legation;  state  exactly  wherein  you  have  been  mistaken,  and  ask  per- 
mission, as  a  matter  of  favor  and  courtesy,  to  remain  where  you  are  till 
you  can  accomplish  the  business  which  brought  you  back  to  Prussia. 

If  you  will  put  yourself  on  the  ground  here  indicated,  and  respect- 
fully ask  to  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the  country  for  the  completion 
of  the  lawful  objects  which  brought  you  here,  I  should  hope  that  such 
permission  might  still  be  granted  to  you.  I  regret  very  much  the  in- 
convenient position. in  which  you  find  yourself,  and  am  very  desirous 
of  being  of  service  to  you  by  the  information  and  advice  which  I  give 
you. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  D.  BARNAKD. 

Mr.  Von  db  Sandt. 


Mr,  Barnard  to  Mr.  Webster. 

[Extract.] 

No.  31.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

,  Berlin,  Jvly  29,  1851. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  copies  of  correspondence, 
as  follows. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Bates  to  me,  of  the  19th  July,  with  the  inclosure, 
being  a  letter  from  a  Mr.  Brand,  claiming  to  be  an  American  citi- 
zen, and  who  is  imprisoned  at  Coblentz;  my  letter  to  Mr.  Bates,  of 
the  22d  July,  on  this  subject ;  a  letter  from  Mr.  Bates  to  me,  of  the 
25th  July,  referring,  in  the  conclusion,  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Brand, 
but  chiefly  relating  to  the  detention  of  Mr.  Thomas  N.  Dale,  an  Amer- 
ican citizen,  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  on  the  old  ground  of  the  want  of  a 
Prussian  visa  to  his  passport ;  my  answer  to  Mr.  Bates,  of  the  28th 
instant ;  and  my  note  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  on  the  question 
of  passports,  of  the  same  date. 

My  letter  to  Mr.  Bates,  last  referred  to,  together  with  my  note  to 
the  minister,  will  show  what  action  I  have  taken  in  regard  to  the 
diflSculty  which  it  seems  is  still  sometimes  made  by  an  over-zealous 
police  about  American  passports.  I  have  the  strongest  assurances 
that  steps  shall  be  taken  to  correct  the  evil. 

In  regard  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Brand,  it  will  be  seen  by  Mr.  Bates's 
letter  of  the  25th  instant  that  he  had,  up  to  that  day,  received  no 
further  information  from  Mr.  Brand,  and  that  he  had  written  to 
the  legal  oflScer  of  the  king,  at  Coblentz,  on  the  subject. 

In  a  personal  interview  which  I  had  yesterday  with  Mr.  Le  Coq, 
the  under-secretary  of  state,  (the  minister  being  absent,)  I  presented 
the  case  of  Mr.  Brand  to  his  notice,  as  far  as  I  had  information  on 
the  subject,  with  an  earnest,  though  friendly,  appeal  in  behalf  of  this 
person,  if  it  should  appear  that  he  was  an  American  citizen  and  had 
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not  been  guilty  of  any  real  crime.  I  was  met,  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Le  Coq,  with  the  most  friendly  assurances.  I  have  handed  him  a 
copy  of  Mr.  Brand's  letter.  I  have  great  confidence  that  if  Mr. 
Brand  is  not  at  once  released  from  his  confinement  by  the  local  au- 
thorities at  Mr.  Bates's  instance,  he  will  be  released  as  soon  as  the 
government  here  can  inform  itself  of  the  facts,  provided  the  case  is 
one  which  may  admit  of  its  favorable  interposition.  Whatever  facts 
or  information  may  be  received  from  Mr.  Bates  will  be  promptly  laid 
before  the  minister. 

My  desire  being  first  of  all  to  procure  this  man's  release,  if  that  be 
pssible,  and  knowing  very  well  how  a  formal  correspondence  (at 
least,  it  would  be  so  here,)  tends  to  defeat  the  object  where  one  wishes 
to  reach  a  particular  result  in  the  shortest  time,  I  have  purposely 
avoided  that  course  in  this  case.  In  the  end  a  correspondence  may 
be  resorted  to,  if  the  case,  when  all  the  facts  shall  be  disclosed,  seems 
to  require  it,  whether  the  man  be  released  or  not. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

D.  D.  BARNARD. 
Hon.  Daniel  Webster, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Bates  to  Mr,  Barnard, 

Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

AixAa-ChapeUcy  Jvly  10,  1851. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  the  letter  from  Coblentz,  a  copy  of  which 
is  inclosed  herein.  I  have  replied,  acknowledging  its  receipt,  and  re- 
questing the  writer  to  send  me  his  passport,  if  possible,  and  to  state 
when  he  first  went  to  the  United  States,  how  long  he  remained  there, 
and  when  and  where  he  was  naturalized. 

If  he  turns  out  to  be  an  "American  citizen,"  what  shall  I  do  in  the 
matter  ? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  BATES, 
United  States  Consul, 
His  Excellency  D.  D.  Barnard, 

itc,  (fee,  (fee. 


Mr,  Brand  to  Mr,  Bates, 

[Translation.] 


Coblentz,  Jvly  16,  1851. 

On  the  16th  April,  last  year,  I  took  from  the  authorities  of  New 
York  a  passport^  and  also  an  authenticated  copy  of  my  naturalization 
certificate.     On  the  next  day,  the  17th,  I  sailed  from  New  York,  and 
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in  fifty-one  days  came  by  sailing  vessel  to  London.  There  I  stopped 
a  while  ;  made  a  visit  on  business  to  Ireland ;  thence  back  to  England, 
where  I  remained  some  months ;  and  then,  partly  on  business,  partly 
on  family  matters,  traveled  to  Germany.  Nearly  five  weeks  I  was  in 
the  neighborhood  around  Coblentz,  and  on  the  third  day  of  my  being 
here,  at  11  o'clock  at  night,  I  was  sought  at  my  dwelling  by  a  police 
sergeant,  asking  for  my  papers,  which  I  showed  him,  the  which  he 
could  not  read,  oeing  written  in  English,  so  he  took  me  with  him  to 
the.  guard-house. 

Arrived  here,  all  my  effects  were  examined,  one  traveling  bag,  fif- 
teen dollars,  four  rings,  and  some  body  linen  besides,  taken,  whilst 
the  rest  which  I  had  gathered  in  my  travels  I  had  forwarded  to  Liver- 

S)ool.  The  day  after  the  arrest  I  was  carried  before  the  police  authorities 
or  examination.  I  asked  what  was  my  offense.  The  official  answered 
me  I  had  been  guilty  of  the  offense  of  sending  off  emigrants,  which  is 
forbidden  by  law  here. 

Thereupon  I  denounced  this  as  the  grossest  untruth,  and  moreover 
called  for  proof;  so  I  was  remanded  to  confinement,  and  after  three 
days  taken  before  the  public  prosecutor,  when  not  a  word  was  said 
about  the  beforementioned  offense,  but  a  commitment  was  made  out 
for  a  term  of  eight  days,  with  a  remark  that  vagrancy  was  charged ; 
and  in  this  way  was  I  robbed  of  my  liberty,  despite  of  my  papers  and 
passport. 

In  no  respect  have  I  been  shown  to  be  an  offender  or  culprit,  as  has 
now  been  said. 

I  assert  that  I  cannot  understand  the  reason  of  this  proceeding 
against  me,  and  I  make  humble  petition  to  your  excellency  as  guardian 
and  upholder  of  our  laws,  promptly  to  effect  my  liberation  from  this 
disagreeable  situation,  and  not  only  help  me  to  the  recovery  of  my  lost 
liberty,  but  to  follow  up  all  the  state  of  facts,  and  especially  on  the 
foundation  of  the  American  laws,  which  must  protect  me  as  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States  in  a  foreign  country,  to  take  all  proper  steps  in  my 
behalf. 

In  the  hope  of  early  aid,  I  subscribe  myself,  with  respectful  esteem, 

J.  W.  ED.  BRAND, 

Doctor  of  Medicine, 
Hon.  Mr.  J.  C.  Bates, 

Consul  of  the  United  States  of  North  America 

for  the  Rhenish  Pr&vinces. 


Mr,  Barnard  to  Mr,  Bates, 

[Extract.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  July  22,  1851. 

I  have  also  received  your  letter  of  July  19,  with  an  inclosure  in  reference 
to  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  at  Coblentz  of  a  person  claiming  to  be 
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an  American  citizen.  If  this  man  is  really  innocent  of  anj  offense, 
his  arrest  and  imprisonment  is  a  great  outrage ;  and  if  he  is  an  Ameri- 
can citizen,  as  well  as  an  innocent  man,  upon  the  facts  heing  made 
known  to  me,  I  should  deem  it  my  duty  to  make  it  the  subject  of  a 
graye  complaint  to  the  goyernment. 

But  the  first  thing  to  be  done  is  to  get  the  man  out  of  confinement, 
if  that  be  possible.  If  you  haye  receiyed  his  passport  and  papers,  you 
will  know  if  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  If  you  find  he  is  so, 
I  wish  you  would  ask  from  the  authorities  at  Coblentz  for  his  imme- 
diate release  from  confinement,  on  the  ground  of  his  citizenship,  and 
in  case  of  refusal,  that  they  would  furnish  you  at  once  with  the  grounds 
of  accusation  against  him,  and  of  his  imprisonment,  in  order  that, 
Mng  communicated  to  this  legation,  the  matter  may  be  laid  before 
the  goyernment  at  Berlin,  or  such  action  taken  upon  it  as  the  caso 
may  seem  to  demand. 

If  nothing  is  laid  to  this  man's  charge  other  than  what  is  alleged 
in  his  letter,  there  is  certainly  yery  insufficient  ground  for  his  imprison- 
ment. If  he  is  an  agent  soliciting  emigration,  for  purposes  of  his  own, 
or  in  behalf  of  others  in  whose  employ  he  may  be,  or  if  he  be  a  yaga- 
bond,  as  he  says  they  accuse  him  oi  being,  these  are  hardly  crimes  for 
which  he  should  be  subjected  to  punishment  by  the  Prussian  authori- 
ties. They  might  send  him  out  of  their  territories,  if  they  think  his 
stay  here  dangerous  to  the  morals  or  the  quiet  of  the  country. 

I  ardently  hope  you  may  be  able  to  effect  Mr.  Brand's  release,  and 
that  without  any  further  reference  of  the  matter  to  this  legation. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  seryant, 

D.  D.  BAKNARD, 

J.  C.  Bates,  Esq.,  Consul,  dkc. 


[Extract.] 

Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

Aix-lorChapeUe,  July  25,  1851. 

Your  %tter  of  the  22d  instant  was  receiyed  yesterday.  I  haye  heard 
nothing  from  Mr.  Brand,  in  reply  to  my  letter,  and  this  morning 
wrote  to  the  procureur  du  roi  at  Coblentz,  requesting  him  to  send,  for 
my  inspection,  Mr.  Brand's  passport  and  papers,  that  I  might  determine 
whether  he  was  really  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 
You  shall  be  duly  adyised  of  the  course  of  events. 
I  am,  sir,  yery  respectfully,  &c.,- 

J.  C.  BATES. 
His  Excellency  D.  D.  Barnard,  &c. 


Ex.  Doc.  38- 
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Mr,  Fay  to  Mr,  Webster. 

[Extract.] 

No.  98.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Berlin  J  May  15,  1852. 

I  have  to  inclose  another  case  growing  out  of  the  same  question :  Mr. 
Gustavus  Behne  addressed  a  note  to  Mr.  Barnard,  under  date  of  April 
10,  1852.  Not  distinguishable  from  a  private  letter,  it  followed  him  to 
Naples,  whence  I  have  just  received  it. 

Annexed  is  the  copy  of  a  note  addressed  by  me  to  Baron  Manteufifel, 
which,  with  its  accompanying  inclosure,  states  the  case.  Mr.  Behne 
declares  he  was  not  born  in  Prussia  at  all.  This  may  possibly  procure 
for  him  a  favorable  reply.  I  have  little  hope  of  success  in  the  appli- 
cation of  Mr.  Leopold. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  your  obedient 
servant, 

THEO.  S.  FAT. 

Hon.  Daniel  Webster, 

Secretary  of  Staie. 


Mr,  Fay  to  Baron  Manteuffel, 


Legation  United  States, 
-    Berlin,  May  13,  1852. 

Monsieur  lb  Baron:  Mr.  Gustavus  A.  E.  Behne  had  addressed  to 
Mr.  Barnard  a  note,  extracts  from  which  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose. 
He  declares  himself  an  American  citizen,  not  born  in  Prussia  at  all. 
About  July  or  August,  1840,  he  received  a  summons  at  Dusseldorf  to 
enter  the  Prussian  army,  with  the  information  that  the  Prussian  gov- 
ernment regarded  him  as  a  Prussian  subject  because  his  father  was  a 
Prussian  subject.  Alarmed  by  an  attempt  to  arrest  him,  he  left  for 
America,  whence  he  returned  last  September.  He  is  now  living  at 
Brussels,  waiting  the  answer  to  his  request  for  permission  to  remain 
some  time  in  Prussia,  without  being  called  upon  to  satisfy  the  con- 
scription. 

I  have  the  honor  to  lay  this  case  before  your  excellency,  with  the 
certainty  that,  if  no  valid  objections  be  found  to  exist,  I  shall  be  able 
to  communicate  a  favorable  reply. 

I  profit  by  the  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance 
of  my  very  high  consideration. 

THEO.  S.  FAT. 

His  Excellency  Baron  von  Manteuffel,  cfec,  cfec,  dc. 


entkaUskarte/'  which  said  that  Mr.  So  and  so,  American  citizen,  | 

the  permission  to  remain  at  Dusseldorf  a  year.     At  the  end  of  1 

or  beginning  of  August  I  received  summons  from  the  Prussian  ^ 

nment  to  enter  the  army.  I  sent  that  invitation  back,  answered 
e  negative.  *  *  *  ^  few  (jays  afterwards  I  went  to  the 
;or  of  the  police,  with  whom  I  was  very  well  acquainted,  to  learn 
him  the  reason  of  this  strange  procedure.  He  told  me  that  the 
dan  government  looked  upon  me  as  a  Prussian  subject,  '^because 
ither  had  been  a  Prussian  subject,  and  had,  when  he  left  for 
ica,  taken  only  a  passport,  instead  of  a  certificate  of  emigration.'' 
lied,  and  told  him  to  take  notice  of  it,  that  my  father  was 
ican  citizen  since  six  years ;  that,  at  the  time  of  his  departure, 
ks  not  any  more  Prussian  citizen ;  that  I  was  American  citizen, 
cknowledged  as  such  by  his  own  government ;  that  I  was,  further- 
,  not  born  in  Prussia;  and  that  Prussia  had  no  claims  whatever 


week  afterwards  I  left  Dusseldorf  to  visit  some  friends  in  Province 
cony,  Prussia,  and  received  while  there  a  letter  from  a  friend  who 
with  me,  informing  me  that  two  gen  d'armes  had  been  at  my 
;  to  arrest  me.  He  gave  me  the  advice  to  leave,  without  delay, 
ontinent,  likewise  my  friends  and  relations,  and  I  was  foolish 
;h  to  give  way.  Arrived  at  Bremen,  I  went  to  see  Mr.  King, 
ican  consul.  ****** 

ft  the  10th  of  September,  1851,  New  York  for  Europe;  however, 
ut  intention  to  remain  any  length  of  time  in  Prussia,  or,  in  that 
I  should  have  had  my  affairs  arranged  before  I  left.  Now,  how- 
I  find  it  of  greater  advantage  to  me  to  study  in  Germany  than 
ris.  I  have  stayed  the  last  six  months  here  in  Brussels,  and 
[  like  to  leave  as  soon  as  possible.  Have,  therefore,  the  kindness, 
\  give  me  your  ideas  about  the  subject;  and,  if  convenient,  ask 
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Mr,  Barnard  to  Mr.  Webster. 

No.  67.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin^  June  15,  1852. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
office  of  foreign  affairs  in  answer  to  one  from  Mr.  Fay  in  regard  to  the 
matter  of  Mr.  Behne.  This  letter  refers  to  another  firom  the  same 
office,  in  regard  to  the  same  matter,  dated  October  19,  1849,  and 
which  by  mistake  has  not  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  at  Washington  at  the  time,  for  the  reasons  stated  in  a  note 
appended  to  a  copy  thereof,  which  is  now  forwarded. 

1  transmit  also  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  Behne,  informing  him  of 
the  unsuccessful  result  of  his  application. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

D.  D.  BARNAKD. 

Hon.  Daniel  Webster, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Baron  ScMeinitz  to  Mr.  Hannegan. 

[Translation.] 

Bbrun,  October  19, 1849. 

The  predecessor  of  Mr.  Hannegan,  envoy  extraordinary  and  min- 
ister plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  commu- 
nicated, on  the  23d  May  last,  to  the  King's  ministers  a  petition  of 
Mr.  Gustavo  Behne,  citizen  of  the  United  States,  residing  at  Dussel- 
dorfy  in  which  this  person  remonstrates  against  the  injunction  served 
on  him  to  satisfy  his  military  obligations  to  Prussia. 

A  correspondence  having  been  opened  on  this  subject  with  the  min- 
istry of  the  interior,  and  through  its  intermediation  with  the  compe- 
tent provincial  authorities,  it  is  only  now  that  the  undersigned  finds 
himself  in  condition  to  apprize  Mr.  Hannegan  of  the  result  of  the  in- 
quiries to  which  the  remonstrance  of  Mr.  Behne  has  given  rise. 

The  father  of  this  individual,  doctor  in  medicine,  born  at  Nord- 
hausen,  in  Prussia,  the  25th  April,  1799,  had  resided  five  consecutive 
years  at  Werninghausen,  in  the  Duchy  of  Saxe-Gotha.  Returning  to 
his  native  city  in  1831,  he  lived  there  till  the  month  of  May,  1840, 
where,  abandoning  his  wife  and  two  sons,  he  went  off  to  the  United 
States  of  North  America,  without  having  previously  obtained  an  emi- 
gration license.  Of  these  two  sons,  one,  Grustavus  Edward  Augustus, 
(who  is  at  this  moment  at  Dusseldorf,)  was  born  the  1st  September, 
1828,  at  Werninghausen;  the  other,  Oscar,  the  13th  of  August,  1831, 
at  Nordhausen.  In  the  month  of  March,  1843,  all  the  family  emi- 
grated, alike  without  the  permission  of  the  government,  for  North 
America,  carrying  off  what  little  property  it  had  in  Prussia. 
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It  follows,  from  this  exposition,  that  the  Behne  fiunily  must'he  con- 
sidered as  belonging  still  to  Prussia,  because  it  has  not  legally  broken 
the  ties  which  connect  it  with  its  native  land.  The  authority  of  Dus- 
seldorf  has  therefore  held  it  to  be  its  duty  to  call  under  its  flag  the 
eldest  of  the  two  sons  of  Mr.  Behne,  who  has  attained  the  age  requi- 
site for  serving  in  the  army ;  and  the  ministry  of  the  interior  announces 
that  it  has  no  power  to  dispense  with  the  provisions  of  the  law. 

In  giving  this  information  to  Mr.  Hannegan,  the  undersigned  has 
the  honor  to  offer  him  the  assurances  of  his  high  consideration. 

SCHLEINITZ. 

Mr.  Hanneqan,  dtc,  dtc.,  dkc, 

N.  B.  This  note  is  not  recorded  in  the  dispatch  books  of  the  lega- 
tion, and  does  not  appear  to  have  been  the  suDJect  of  any  correspond- 
ence. It  is  dated  the  19th  October,  1849.  Mr.  Hannegan  had  returned 
to  his  post  five  days  previously,  on  the  11th,  in  a  high  state  of  fever. 
On  the  day  of  the  date  of  the  note  I  was  myself  dangerously  attacked 
with  an  inflammation  of  the  brain,  which  for  several  weeks  confined 
me  to  my  bed,  and  for  several  months  kept  me  in  a  state  of  great 
suffering.  In  this  way  the  matter  was  not  communicated  to  the  de- 
partment. 

THEO.  8.  FAY. 

BsRLm,  June  8, 1852. 


Baron  Manttuffd  to  Mr.  Fay. 

[Translation.] 

Berlin,  June  5,  1852. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  draw  your  attention,  in  reply  to  your 
letter  of  the  13th  of  last  month,  to  the  point  that  the  petition  of 
Mr.  Gostavus  Edward  Augustus  Behne,  calling  himself  an  American 
citizen,  and  who  is  at  present  at  Brussels,  has  already  been  in  1849 
the  subject  of  correspondence  between  the  legation  of  the  United  States 
and  tiie  king's  administration.  It  was  ascertained  at  that  time  that 
the  Behne  &mily  must  be  considered  as  belonging  to  Prussia,  the 
&ther,  doctor  in  medicine,  having  left  his  native  country,  in  1840, 
without  an  emigration  license. 

On  referring,  in  this  matter,  to  the  note  which  was  addressed,  19th 
October,  1849,  to  Mr.  Hannegan,  I  will  add  that,  if  Mr.  Gustavus 
Behne,  who  in  the  month  of  May  of  that  year  resided  at  Dusseldorf, 
was  not  then  incorporated  in  the  army,  it  was  because,  at  the  moment 
of  the  summons,  he  undertook  a  little  journey  to  foreign  parts,  from 
which  he  has  not  a^ain  returned  to  Prussia. 

As  nothing  has  changed  since  then  the  position  of  this  young  man, 
the  authorization  which  he  solicits,  to  be  able  to  reenter  Prussia  tem- 
porarily, without  being  obliged  to  satisfy  his  military  duties,  cannot 
De  granted  to  him. 
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In  requesting  you,  sir,  to  inform  the  petitioner  of  this  decision,  ia 
reply  to  the  request  he  has  addressed  from  Brussels  to  Mr.  Barnard,  I 
have  the  honor  to  offer  you  the  assurance  of  my  distinguished  con- 
sideration. 

For  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs : 

BULOW. 
Mr.  Fay,  ffc,  dtc,  dec. 


Mr.  Barnard  to  Mr.  Behne. 

Lbgation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  June  11,  1852. 

Sm:  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  the  government  of  Prussia  declines 
positively  to  extend  to  you  the  right  to  reside  in  Prussia  without 
subjecting  you  to  the  requirements  of  their  law  in  regard  to  military 
services.  A  similar  application  was  made  to  the  Prussian  government 
in  your  behalf  in  1849,  and  in  like  manner  refused. 

The  correspondence  between  this  legation  and  the  Prussian  minister 
of  foreign  affairs  on  this  subject  will  be  forwarded,  in  copy,  immedi- 
ately to  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Washington. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  D.  BARNARD. 

Mr.  G.  Behne. 


Mr.  Barnard  to  Mr.  Webster. 

[Extract.] 

No.  71.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  July  13,  1852. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you,  herewith,  copies  of  corres- 
pondence *  *  *  *  * 

Relating  to  Dr.  Gutowsky,  asking  relief  from  an  order  to  quit 
Prussia. 

Relating  to  the  case  of  Christian  Hermann,  a  naturalized  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  arrested  on  a  demand  made  upon  him  to  serve  in 

the  Prussian  army. 

*  ***** 

Relating  to  the  case  of  B.  Meyer,  also  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  on  whom  a  fine  has  been  imposed,  in  his  absence,  for 
having  left  Prussia  without  permission,  and  who  is  threatened  with 
being  forced  into  the  Prussian  army,  if  he  can  be  got  hold  of. 

I  beg  leave,  sir,  to  call  your  attention  particularly  to  my  letter  to 
Baron  Manteuffel  in  the  last  case  here  enumerated.         *        *  j 

have  taken  occasion  to  submit  to  him  some  observations  on  the  genera] 
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rabjectof  the  laws  of  Prussia  in  regard  to  permits  of  emigration  as 

attempted  to  be  enforced  against  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  in  connection  with  the  right  which  she  seems  disposed  to  insist 
on,  to  compel  all  such  citizens  who  have  failed  to  obtain  permission  to 
emiffrate,  to  enter  and  serve  in  the  Prussian  army,  whenever  she  can 
lay  her  hand  on  them  for  that  purpose.         *  *  *  * 

The  object  I  have  in  view  *  *  is  to  bring  the  Prussian  govern- 
ment to  a  friendly  arrangement  in  the  matter,  by  which  *  *  it 
will  practically  cease  to  offer  *  *  annoyance  to  American  citi- 
zens on  this  ground. 

*  *  I  had  a  personal  and  friendly  interview  with  the  minister 
of  foreign  affairs  on  the  subject,  in  which  I  expressed  to  him  directly 
and  distinctly  my  views,  *  *  and  why  I  thought  it  important 
to  both  countries  that  we  should  come  to  some  understanding  in  regard 
to  it.  He  agreed  with  me  in  thinking  this  every  way  desirable,  but 
did  not  for  the  moment  see  what  was  to  be  done,  since  so  long  as  the 
Prussian  laws  on  the  subject  existed,  the  courts  must  enforce  them, 
and  the  government  could  not  interfere  with  the  courts.         *         * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

D.  D.  BARNARD. 

Hon.  Daniel  Webster, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Gutowaki  to  Mr,  Barnard. 

RuKOcm,  June  25,  1852. 

Snt:  The  undersigned,  being  an  American  citizen,  takes  the  liberty 
to  ask  the  protection  of  the  authorities  of  his  country  in  your  person ; 
and  as  the  police  of  the  Prussian  government  in  the  province  of  Posen 
has,  by  the  order  of  its  ober-president,  Mr.  Putkanmier,  contradicted 
my  sojourn  in  that  country,  and  ordered  me,  without  any  particular 
reason,  to  quit  the  country  in  about  four  weeks^  I  thought  it  would  be 
proper  that  I  should  ask  you  would  inquire  into  the  motives  of  my 
persecution. 

I  have  some  of  my  fortune  here  in  a  piece  of  land  which  I  have  pur- 
chased for  $3,000,  and  upon  which  I  am  farming  and  cultivating.  It 
would  be  impossible  for  me  to  quit  it  in  such  a  short  time.  It  is  even 
impossible  to  arrange  or  dispose  it  in  any  convenient  way. 

Under  such  circumstances,  I  entreat  you,  sir,  that  you  would  be 
gracious  to  take  it  under  your  consideration,  and  obtain  for  me  at  the 
minister  of  the  interior  a  permission  to  remain  here  for  the  next  year, 
till  I  dispose  of  my  property  in  some  way ;  in  effect  of  that  I  humbly  ask 
your  kindness  that  a  new  passport  may  be  issued  for  me  from  your 
embassy  visaed  by  the  Prussian  minister. 

It  is  painful  to  me  that  during  the  last  year  I  have  been  disturbed 
by  the  police,  though  I  have  done  nothing  to  undergo  such  a  treat- 
ment, and  I  can  prove  my  good  conduct  by  the  testimonies  of  tlie  mo%t 
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respectable  men  of  this  oonntry.  I  came  here  because  I  am  horn  here. 
I  have  my  relations,  my  brother  and  two  sisters  here,  still  living  ;  my 
parents  are  dead  not  long  since.  Having  my  own  fortune,  I  am  not 
at  the  charge  of  any  living  creature.  It  is  true  that  I  have  lost  the 
right  of  my  citizenship  in  this  country  by  becoming  an  American,  but 
that  auality  makes  me  happy  and  honest  wherever  I  am.  I  respect 
and  olbey  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  I  am  conscious  of  my  right  con- 
duct towards  her.  As  to  the  politics,  I  don't  take  part  in  them,  and 
I  have  not  been  engaged  in  any  affairs  towards  any  government  of 
Europe,  and  consequently  I  am  entitled  to  their  justice  and  benevolence. 

Your  excellency  will  pardon  me  this  correspondence.  It  was  my 
wish  to  go  personally  to  JSerlin  and  explain  the  matter  to  you.  I  am 
designing  to  go  there  on  my  business,  but  the  police  refused  to  si^ 
my  passport,  and  absolutely  prohibited  my  coming  there.  As  the 
time  presses,  I  humbly  pray  that  your  excellency  would  be  gracious  to 
bring  my  affair  speedUy  under  your  consideration  and  result. 

I  remain,  sir,  with  all  due  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  GUTOWSKI. 

His  Excellency  Mr.  Barnard, 

Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Court  of  his  Majesty 

the  King  of  Prussia. 


Mr,  Barnard  to  Mr.  Outowski. 

Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

Berlin^  June  30,  1852. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  25th  June  has  been  received.    I  will  apply 
to  the  ministry  of  the  king  in  your  behalf. 

In  the  meantime,  I  desire  to  learn  from  you  more  particularly  than 

Jour  letter  discloses  how  long  you  have  been  in  Europe,  where  you 
ave  resided,  and  how  lon^  at  each  place,  what  has  been  your  occupa- 
tion in  these  places,  and  wny  you  reside  and  wish  to  reside  in  Europe 
instead  of  the  United  States,  of  which  you  are  a  citizen? 
Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  D.  BAENARD. 
Dr.  GuTOWSKi. 


Mr.  Barnard  to  Baron  Manteuffd. 

Lbqation  op  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  July  1,  1852. 

Monsieur  le  Baron  :  I  have  received  from  Alexander  R.  Gutowski, 
doctor  of  medicine,  at  present  residing  at  Rukocin,  near  Witkowo,  in 
the  Grand  Duchy  of  Posen,  a  letter  dated  the  25th  of  June,  asking  my 
interposition  in  his  behalf  with  the  government  of  his  Majesty  the 
King  to  relieve  him  from  the  effect  of  an  order  which  he  has  received 
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from  the  local  authority  of  the  province  to  quit  the  country  within 
about  four  weeks. 

Dr.  Gutowski  informs  me  that  no  reason  has  been  assigned  to  him 
for  this  order.  He  is  an  American  citizen,  though  born  in  Poland, 
having  been  regularlv  naturalized  in  the  United  States  in  the  year 
1839.  He  has  a  regular  passport  at  such  citizen,  issued  at  the  lega- 
tion in  January,  1851,  ana  visaed  at  the  office  of  the  ministry  of  foreign 
afhirs  in  Berlin  on  the  9th  February,  1851. 

Bom  in  the  district  of  countrv  where  he  now  is,  where  his  brother 
and  two  sisters  now  reside,  ana  where  his  parents  resided  till  their 
death,  which  happened  not  lon^  since,  he  is  the  proprietor  there  of  a 
fimn  costing  three  thousand  thiuers,  which  he  is  at  present  engaged  in 
takingcare  of  and  cultivating.  This  is  the  information  which  he  gives 
me.  He  declares  that  he  has  done  nothing  to  deserve  the  order  he  has 
received;  that  he  respects  and  obeys  the  laws  of  Prussia;  that  he  has 
taken  no  part  whatever  in  politics ;  and  that  he  can  prove  his  good 
conduct  by  the  most  respectable  persons. 

What  Dr.  Gutowski  asks  is,  that  he  may  have  the  permission  and 
authority  of  the  government  of  his  Majesty  to  remain  where  he  is  for 
a  year,  or  until  he  can  dispose  of  his  property  without  being  obliged 
tosacnficeit. 

I  should  hope  that  this  request  of  a  respectable  and  inoffensive  man, 
as  Dr.  Gutowski  certainly  appears  to  be,  may  be  considered  a  reason- 
able one,  and  that  the  permission  he  asks  for  may  be  granted. 

I  pray  your  excellency  to  receive,  on  this  occasion,  the  assurance  of 
my  distmguished  consideration. 

D.  D.  BARNARD. 

His  Excellency  Baron  Yon  Manteuffel, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  dec. ,  cfcc. ,  dec. 


Mr.  Barnard  to  Mr.  Ebrmann. 

Lboation  op  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  July  S,  1852. 

Sm:  Your  letter  of  the  28th  June,  sent;  by  mistake  to  the  consul  at 
Bremen,  has  just  been  received  by  me.  I  have,  without  a  moment's 
delay,  prepared  a  communication,  to  be  sent  to  his  Maiesty's  minister 
of  foreign  a£fairs,  in  regard  to  your  case.  You  will  be  informed  as 
soon  as  the  result  is  known. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  D.  BARNARD. 
Mr.  Chbistian  Hormann. 


26  COMPULSORY  ENLISTMENT 


Mr.  Barnard  to  Baron  Manteuffd. 

Leqation  op  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  July  3,  1852. 

Monsieur  lb  Baron:  Christian  Hormann,  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  informs  me  by  letter,  dated  at  Petershagen,  the  28th  June,  that 
on  the  26th  June  he  was  arrested  at  that  place,  taken  to  Minden,  a 
distance  of  one  German  mile  and  a  half,  and  placed  in  prison,  where 
he  was  kept  during  the  night;  that  the  next  day  he  was  taken  before 
the  local  magistrate  or  auuiority  at  Minden,  and,  on  examination,  dis- 
charged provisionally,  and  allowed  to  return  to  Petershagen,  but  only 
after  his  signature  had  been  obtained  to  a  writing  which  he  did  not 
comprehend,  and  after  his  passport  had  been  taken  from  him  and 
retained. 

The  history  of  Christian  Hermann,  as  he  relates  it,  is  this :  He  was 
born  in  1825,  in  the  village  of  Seidfeld,  belonging  to  the  parish  of 
Petershagen.  His  father  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1830,  one 
of  his  sons,  older  than  Christian,  having  already  resided  there  several 
years.  In  1838,  his  mother  went  to  the  United  States,  and  he  accom- 
panied her,  then  being  of  the  age  of  thirteen. 

It  had  been  lately  resolved  to  dispose  of  the  property  of  his  father 
and  mother  in  Petershagen,  and  he  came  to  Prussia  for  this  object, 
and  with  authority  from  them.  On  his  arrival  at  Petershagen,  he 
presented  himself  before  the  proper  authorities  with  his  passport  as  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  other  papers,  which  were  found  in 
proper  order. 

His  arrest,  it  appears,  was  upon  some  allegation  that,  as  a  boy  of 
thirteen  years  of  age,  he  had  onended  against  the  laws  of  Prussia  in 
regard  to  military  service,  by  accompanying  his  mother  in  her  emigra- 
tion to  the  United  States.  This  seems  to  have  been  the  idea  of  the 
authorities  at  Minden,  whilst  it  appears  that  the  authorities  at  Peter- 
shagen entertained  no  such  opinion,  but  the  contrary. 

I  beg  leave  to  ask  your  excellency's  attention  to  this  case,  and  that 
I  may  be  informed  whether  it  is  claimed  that  the  authorities  in  ques- 
tion had  any  ground  of  justification  for  this  harsh  proceeding  towards 
Christian  Hormann.  If  no  justifications  can  be  alleged,  I  am  sure  his 
Majesty's  government  will  not  allow  the  case  to  pass  without  the  proper 
rectification  and  redress. 

I  seize  this  occasion  to  offer  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of  my 
distinguished  consideration. 

D.  D.  BARNARD. 

His  Excellency  Baron  Von  Mantbuffel. 


Mr,  Boies  to  Mr,  Barnard. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Atahla-ChapeUey  JvXy  2,  1852. 

Sir:  Mr.  B.  Meyer,  a  native  of  Paderborn,  in  the  province  of  West- 
phalia, emigrated  seven  years  ago,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  to  the  Uni- 
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ted  States,  for  the  purpose  of  becoming  permanently  located  there ; 
became  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  same,  and  is  furnished  with  a  pass- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  May  6, 1852.  He  has  returned 
to  Germany  for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  to  see  his  relatives,  and  to 
attend  to  some  private  business  which  requires  his  personal  presence  at 
Paderborn. 

Before  emigrating,  he  did  not  obtain  the  permission  of  the  Prussian 
government  to  do  so,  and  since  his  arrival  in  Germany,  he  has  been 
mmisbed  with  a  copy  of  a  judgment  dated  November  22,  1851,  of  the 
Eonigliches  Krieysgericht,  of  Paderborn,  addressed  to  his  mother, 
and  condemning  him  to  a  fine  of  fifty  thalers,  as  not  having  complied 
with  the  laws  of  Prussia  with  regard  to  military  service. 

This  copy  I  inclose  to  you,  marked  A.  On  receipt  of  this  document, 
he  addressed  a  letter  to  the  burgomaster  of  Paderborn,  dated  New 
York,  20th  March,  1852,  stating  that  he  emigrated  for  the  purpose  of 
locating  himself  permanently  in  America,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of 
avoiding  military  service  in  Prussia,  &c.    *  *  *  * 

This  letter  was  sent  by  him  to  the  burgomaster,  through  an  attorney 
of  Paderborn,  a  personal  friend  of  his.  No  written  official  answer  has 
been  received  to  it.  The  burgomaster  simply  stated,  verbally,  to  the 
attorney  by  whom  the  letter  was  presented,  that  he  could  do  nothing 
in  the  matter,  and  that  Mr.  Meyer  would  be  obliged  to  serve  in  the 
army  if  found  at  Paderborn.  Other  information  to  the  sftme  effect  has 
reached  him  through  personal  friends  of  the  family,  who  occupy  official 

f)8itions  at  Paderborn,  and  he  is  at  a  loss  to  know  what  to  do.  Go  to 
aderbom  he  musty  be  the  consequences  what  they  may.  He  has  a 
mother  living  there,  seventy  years  of  age,  whom  he  has  not  seen  for 
many  years,  and,  moreover,  has  important  business,  of  family  affairs, 
to  attend  to.  His  intention  is  to  remain  in  Germany  about  three 
months. 

In  reply  to  his  question  as  to  what  he  should  do,  I  have  given  him 
my  opinion  that,  as  a  properly  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
he  could  not  be  liable  to  military  service  in  Prussia ;  but  that  I  saw  no 
proper  ground  or  chance  for  interference  until  some  proceedings  had 
oeen  officially  commenced  against  him  to  compel  him  to  do  so. 

Not  being  very  familiar  with  the  Prussian  military  laws,  I  send  the 
papers  left  with  me  to  you,  begging  you  to  instruct  me  in  the  matter, 
both  as  to  advising  him  what  to  do  and  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued 
in  case  he  should  go  to  Paderborn,  be  arrested,  and  held  to  military 
service.  I  have  informed  him  that  I  should  ask  your  advice.  It  is  an 
affair  which  ought  to  be  settled  amicably  with  the  authorities,  for  Mr. 
Meyer  has  given  me  to  understand  that  he  holds  some  property  there, 
which  is  in  danger  of  being  confiscated  in  the  ordinary  course  of  law.^ 
Mr.  Meyer's  passport  is  perfectly  in  good  order.  I  did  not  see  his 
papers  of  naturalization,  but  he  tells  me  that  he  has  them  here,  if  we 
wish  them. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  BATES. 

His  Excellency  D.  D.  Barnard, 

dtc.y  dtc,  dtc. 
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Mr.  Barnard  to  Mr.  Bates. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  July  5,  1852. 

Sm :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  July  2,  in  regard  to  the  matter 
of  Meyer. 

My  hands,  just  now,  are  Ml  of  these  cases.  I  shall  lose  no  time  in 
bringing  the  case  of  Meyer  to  the  notice  of  the  government.  I  have 
arranged  for  a  special  interview  with  Baron  Manteuffel  to-morrow  on 
the  whole  subject.  The  questions  that  arise  are  not  without  serious 
difficulty.  I  hope,  however,  to  be  able  to  make  an  amicable  arrange- 
ment, which  shall  relieve  Mr.  Meyer  and  all  other  American  natural- 
ized citizens,  situated  as  he  is,  from  the  embarrassments  to  which  they 
are  now  subject. 

I  am  not  prepared,  at  this  moment,  to  say  that  the  counsel  you  have 
given  Mr.  Meyer,  involving  a  delicate  and  long-mooted  point  of  inter- 
national law,  is  free  from  doubt ;  and  I  earnestly  advise  Mr.  Meyer,  at 
least,  to  wait  till  he  hears  further  from  this  legation,  and  not  to  go 
to  Pfi^erborn  at  present,  to  encounter  there  a  judgment  recorded  against 
him  in  a  matter  which  the  Prussian  law  reearls  aa  criminal,  Ind  in 
£stce,  also,  of  the  official  declaration  that,  if  he  comes  there,  he  will  be 
put  into  the  army. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  D.  BAKNAKD. 

J.  C.  Bates,  Esq.,  Consul,  dc. 


Mr.  Barnard  to  Baron  Von  Manteuffel. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  July  8,  1852. 

Monsieur  le  Baron  :  A  person  whose  name  is  Mej^er,  born  in  Pader- 
bom,  in  Prussia,  in  the  year  1827,  and  now  a  citizen  of  the  United 
StateiJ,  emigrated  to  that  country  in  the  year  1845,  when  he  was 
eighteen  years  of  age,  having  been  furnished  with  a  regular  Prussian 
passport.  At  the  time  of  his  emigration  the  subject  of  the  military 
requirements  of  the  Prussian  laws,  and  the  necessity,  or  propriety,  of 
lus  procuring  a  permit  of  emigration  was  not  thought  of.  Subsequently 
tbe  subject  recurred  to  him,  and  he  requested  his  relatives  and  iriend^ 
in  Paderborn  to  attend  to  the  matter,  and  procure  for  him  a  permit  of 
emigration,  which  they  promised  to  do. 

Sometime  afterwards  he  went  from  the  eastern  to  a  remote  western 
part  of  the  United  States,  where  he  remained  for  some  years,  and  until 
recently,  and  during  this  period,  no  communication  from  his  family  in 
Paderborn  reached  him. 

On  his  return,  in  the  parly  part  of  the  present  year,  to  the  city  of 
New  York,  he  learned  for  the  first  time  that  his  friends  had  neglected 
to  procure  for  him  a  permit  of  emigration,  and  that  proceedings  had 
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been  instituted  against  him  for  violation  of  the  military  laws  of 
Prussia,  and  he  had  been  condemned  to  pay  a  fine  of  fifty  thalers. 
This  judgment  was  rendered  in  the  royal  circle  court  of  Paderborn 
on  the  22d  November,  1851. 

On  receiving  this  information  he  addressed  a  letter  on  the  subject  to 
the  burgomaster  of  Paderborn,  dated  the  20th  March,  1852,  a  copy  of 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  herewith. 

He  received  no  answer  to  this  communication  except  a  verbal  one, 
through  a  friend,  that  the  burgomaster  could  take  no  step  in  the 
matter,  and  that  if  he  came  to  Paderborn  he  must  serve  in  the  Prussian 
army. 

Earnestly  desiring  from  a  sense  of  filial  duty,  as  well  as  an  urgent 
call  of  business,  to  visit  Paderborn,  Mr,  Meyer  has  arrived  in  Europe. 
He  has  an  aged  mother  living  at  Paderborn,  and  there  is  property 
there  in  which  he  has  an  interest,  which  is  in  danger  of  being  sacrificed 
without  his  personal  presence  and  attention.  He  has  no  desire,  I  believe, 
to  remain  a  moment  longer  than  the  business  which  calls  him  there 
may  positively  demand. 

His  request  is  to  be  permitted  to  visit  Paderborn,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  that  such  measures  may  be  taken  in  his  behalf  that  he  shall  be 
secure  against  arrest  and  all  annoyance  on  account  of  the  fine  that  has 
been  imposed  upon  him,  as  well  as  on  the  ground  of  any  claim  upon 
him  to  enter  or  serve  in  the  Prussian  army.  He  has  a  regular  passport 
as  an  American  citizen  from  the  proper  authority  at  Washington. 

I  hope  his  Majesty's  government  may  find  no  difficulty  in  acceding 
to  this  reasonable  request  of  Mr.  Meyer. 

It  does  not  admit  of  a  doubt  that  this  man  has  not  been  guilty  of 
any  intentional  breach  of  the  laws  of  Prussia.  He  left  Prussia,  as  all 
his  acts  and  his  solemn  oath  demonstrate,  with  the  bona  Jide  intention 
of  changing  his  residence  and  his  country,  and  of  becoming  the  subject 
of  another  State.  This  he  has  done.  And  it  can  no  more  be  predicated 
of  him  that  he  left  Prussia  with  the  ^^  intention  "  of  avoiding  his  military 
duty,  because  he  chanced  to  neglect  the  formality  of  a  permit  of 
emigration,  than  the  same  thing  could  be  said  of  the  thousands  of 
others  who  emigrate  yearly  from  Germany,  and  who  may  have  oom- 

5 lied  with  that  regulation.  Doubtless  it  is  to  be  regretted,  and  Mr. 
[eyer  himself  regrets,  that  a  permit  of  emigration  had  not  been  pro- 
cored  for  him  at  the  time  of  his  emigration,  since  such  is  the  legal 
regulation.  But  if  such  permit  would  have  been  granted  to  him  with- 
out hesitation,  if  asked  for  at  the  time,  as  I  presume  admits  of  no  doubt, 
there  would  seem  to  be  no  good  reason,  since  he  has  been  guilty  of  no 
crime,  but  simply  of  the  neglect  of  a  formal  regulation,  why  he  should 
not  now  receive  such  permission,  or  something  equivalent  to  it,  to  take 
effect  from  the  period  of  his  emigration,  and  wnich  shall  effectually 

?rotect  him  from  all  annoyances  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  visiting 
Russia  on  his  lawful  affairs. 

I  desire  on  this  occasion,  as  on  all  occasions,  to  appeal  to  the  friendly 
disposition  of  his  Majesty's  government  towards  the  United  States. 
Ou  this  ground  I  ask  his  Majesty's  government  to  consider  whether 
there  is  not  something  better  to  be  done  in  cases  of  this  sort  which  are 
now  occurring,  and  likely  to  occur  quite  frequently,  than  to  insist  on 
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the  rigid  application  of  the  domestic  laws  of  Prussia,  or  to  insist  on 
their  applicability,  under  whatever  notion  of  the  abstract  rights  of 
sovereignty,  even  supposing  them  to  be  ever  so  well  founded,  to  persons 
who  have  in  the  most  solemn  form,  and  in  perfect  good  faith,  following 
in  this  regard  a  natural  and  undoubting  impression  of  their  absolute 
right  to  do  so,  renounced  their  allegiance  to  his  Majesty,  and  become, 
as  they  intend  perpetually  to  remain,  the  subjects  of  a  foreign  and 
friendly  State ;  whether  there  is  not  something  to  be  done  better  than 
to  insist  on  a  course  of  proceeding  from  which  no  substantial  benefit 
can  ever  be  derived,  but  which,  on  the  contrary,  cannot  fail  to  produce 
irritation  and  dissatisfaction,  and  in  the  end,  it  is  to  be  feared,  serious 
diflSculty.    ' 

It  can  afford  certainly  no  satisfaction  to  Prussia,  if  she  should  be 
able,  even  supposing  she  could  have  any  such  desire,  to  exact  a  small 
sum  now  and  then  by  way  of  fine  from  a  few  American  citizens  who 
may  chance  to  find  themselves  temporarily  and  on  their  proper  busi- 
ness in  this  country,  because  from  thoughtless  inattention  when  they 
were  mere  boys  they  went  away,  or  because  their  parents,  from  thought- 
lessness or  any  other  cause,  led  them  away  from  Prussia  to  a  foreign 
country  without  having  first  obtained  a  permit  of  emigration.  StJl 
less  could  Prussia  derive  either  satisfaction  or  profit  from  the  forced 
service,  if  such  a  thing  were  practicable  and  would  be  submitted  to,  of 
such  American  citizens  in  the  Prussian  army  ;  though  on  this  point  I 
must  be  allowed  to  add,  that  I  cannot  suppose  that  his  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment can  have  any  design  or  any  desire  to  force  these  citizens  into 
its  military  service. 

Is  it  necessary,  then,  let  me  ask,  or  can  it  be  proper,  that  the  local 
authorities  in  Prussia  should  be  suffered  to  take  advantage  of  the  casual 
presence  of  these  persons  in  Prussia,  coming  here  on  errands  of  affec- 
tion or  of  business,  to  annoy  and  harass  them  by  proceedings  which 
are  not  at  all  likely  to  produce  any  beneficial  result  to  anybody,  or 
any  practical  result  whatever,  except  such  as  everybody  must  lament ; 
or  by  holding  up  the  laws,  exactions,  and  proceedings  referred  to,  as 
a  threat  and  a  terror,  to  prevent  or  deter  them  from  coming  here,  when 
on  every  consideration  of  justice,  of  humanity,  and  of  friendly  regard 
towards  the  country  of  their  adoption,  and  which  now  owes  them  pro- 
tection, they  ought  to  be  allowea  to  do  so  ? 

Mr.  Meyer,  as  I  have  said,  is  now  in  Europe.  He  is  here  expressly 
for  the  purpose  indicated  by  me,  and  is  waiting  for  the  proper  protec- 
tion to  enable  him  to  visit  to  Paderborn. 

Accept,  Monsieur  le  Baron,  on  this  occasion,  the  asssurance  of  my 
distinguished  consideration. 

D.  D.  BARNARD. 

His  Excellency  Baron  Von  Manteuffel,  cfec,  dtc,  dc. 
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Mr.  Barnard  to  Mr,  Webster, 

[Extract.] 

No.  Y2.]  Lbqation  op  the  Unitkd  States, 

Berlin,  Jvly  20, 1852. 
Sir: 

*  He  He  He  :itt  Hi  iHi  ili 

I  forward,  also,  herewith,  a  copy  of  an  additional  letter  from  me  to 
Baron  Von  Manteuffel,  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Gutowski. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient 
servant. 

D.  D.  BARNARD. 
Hon.  Daniel  Webster, 

Secretary  of  StaJte. 


Mr,  Barnard  to  Baron  Von  Manteuffd, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  July  14,  1852. 

Monsieur  le  Baron:  Referring  to  my  letter  to  your  excellency  of  the 
let  of  July,  1852,  in  reference  to  Dr.  Gutowski,  I  have  the  honor 
herewith  to  inclose  to  you,  at  his  request,  two  documents,  which  I  have 
just  received  from  him,  and  which  I  doubt  not  will  receive  all  due 
attention.     These  documents  are: 

Ist.  Dr.  Gutowski's  petition  to  his  excellency  the  minister  of  the 
interior;  and 

2d.  A  certificate  of  guarantee  for  Dr.  Gutowski,  from  the  Count 
Skorzewski. 

I  renew  to  your  excellency,  on  this  occasion,  the  assurance  of  my 
distinguished  consideration. 

D.  D.  BARNARD. 

His  Excellency  Baron  Von  Manteupfel,  dec. 


Mr,  Barnard  to  Mr,  Webster. 

No.  75.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  August  3,  1852. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed 
by  me  to  Baron  Von  Manteuffel,  in  the  matter  of  Christian  George 
Bom.  I  do  not  send  a  copy  of  Mr.  Bern's  letter  to  me,  as  he  has  in- 
formed me  that  he  has  already  transmitted  a  copy  to  the  department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

D.  D.  BARNARD. 

Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  itc. 


32  GOMPULSORT  ENLISTKEITr 


Mr.  Barnard  to  Baron  Von  Manleuffd, 

Lbqation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin^  August  3,  1852. 

Monsieur  le  Baron  :  I  regret  very  mucli  to  be  obliged  to  brin^  to 
your  excellency's  notice  another  complaint  of  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  traveling  in  Prussia  on  his  lawful  business.  The  proceeding 
complained  of  took  place  at  Minden,  and  the  principal  actor  in  the 
affair  was  an  official  personage  whose  name  is  Von  Hassenkrug,  though 
there  were  others  who  seem  to  have  taken  a  willing  part  in  it. 

The  person  to  whom  this  wrong  has  been  done  is  Mr.  Christian 
George  Born,  a  native  of  Prussia,  but  a  resident  of  the  United  States 
since  1837,  and  now  a  citizen  of  that  country.  He  is  a  merchant, 
engaged  extensively  in  business,  and  visits  Germany  in  that  capacity, 
though  he  is  at  the  same  time  specially  commissioned  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  at  Washington,  as  bearer  of  dispatches  to  the  legation 
of  the  United  States  at  Vienna,  to  which  place  ne  has  now  proceeded. 
Of  his  entire  respectability  and  unexceptionable  character  there  cannot 
be  a  doubt,  nor  is  it  easv  to  understand  what  possible  excuse  there  could 
have  been  for  making  him  an  object  of  suspicion,  and  treating  him  as 
he  was  treated,  like  a  criminal. 

Mr.  Born  having  addressed  to  me  a  full  and  minute  statement  of  his 
grievance,  and  of  the  circumstances  of  his  arrest,  detention,  and  exam- 
ination, I  have  caused  a  translation  of  the  principal  contents  of  that 
communication  to  be  made  into  the  German  language,  which  I  have 
the  honor  herewith  to  inclose  to  you,  together  with  an  appendix,  con- 
taining a  long  list  of  names  of  respectable  persons  in  Prussia  to  whom 
Mr.  Born  refers  for  his  character  and  standing. 

The  sum  of  the  case  then,  is  this :  Mr.  Born  comes  to  Prussia  as  an 
American  merchant,  visiting  the  merchants  and  manufacturers  of 
Prussia  with  a  view  to  the  prosecution  and  extension  of  his  lawiul 
business,  and  by  which  the  beneficial  trade  between  the  two  countries 
would  be  promoted  and  extended.  He  enters  Prussia  with  a  regular 
passport,  which  is  regularly  visaed  at  Aix-la-Chapelle.  Having 
business  to  transact  at  several  different  towns  and  places  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  that  place,  three  or  four  weeks  is  thus  actively  consumed. 
He  then  leaves  Dusseldorf  to  go  to  Bremen,  through  Minden.  At 
Minden  he  encounters  Mr.  Von  Hassenkrug.  This  official  from  the 
first  is  imperious  and  rude  in  his  behaviour.  He  threatens  to  detain 
him  before  he  has  seen  his  passport,  and  before  he  could  know  if  there 
was  the  slightest  ground  for  detaining  him.  When  his  passport 
is  produced,  he  immediately  pronounces  it  not  in  order,  and  yet  imme- 
diately proceeds  to  write  a  vise  upon  it,  and  he  renders  it  back  to  the 
bearer  as  a  proper  authority  for  his  proceeding  on  his  journey.  But 
happening  at  this  moment  to  understand  that  Mr.  Born  was  on  his 
way  to  Bremen,  and  so  about  to  pass  out  of  Prussia  instead  of  remaining 
in  it,  he  takes  his  passport  from  him,  and  angrily  proclaims  that  he 
shall  be  detained,  and  nis  baggage  minutely  searched.  To  convince 
him  of  his  error,  and  to  show  him  who  it  was  with  whom  he  was  deal- 
ing thus  harshly,  Mr.  Born  exhibits  to  him  a  document  under  the 
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assumed  until  the  contrary  shall  become  manifest,  and,  if  molested  at 
all,  it  should  only  be  with  the  most  studied  and  delicate  regard  to  his 

Eersonal  rights  and  his  feelings  as  a  man.  This  is  what  is  due  to  every 
uman  being ;  and  enlightened  and  humane  as  the  government  of  his 
Majesty  is  well  known  to  be,  this,  I  assume,  is  what  is^  and  always 
must  be,  accorded  to  his  Majesty's  subjects  in  the  circumstances  sup- 
posed ;  and  this  is  what,  in  the  behalf  of  my  government,  I  claim  shidl 
be  accorded,  under  the  same  circumstances,  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
Stases  visiting  Prussia.  It  certainly  would  have  been  as  easy  and 
quite  as  efficient  to  have  conducted  the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Born,  in  a  mild,  reluctant,  temperate,  and  friendly  spirit,  as  with  the 
fierce  zeal  and  vindictive  temper  manifested  towards  him.  There  were 
no  appearances  about  him  to  have  raised  at  any  time  even  a  well- 
grounded  suspicion.  He  had  not  entered  Prussia  without  a  passport 
?erfectly  in  order;  and  for  the  time  that  he  had  remained  within  the 
^russian  dominions,  there  was  nothing  which  was  not  susceptible  of 
the  easiest  explanation,  and  nothing  which  was  not  promptly  and  fully 
explained  on  the  spot.  There  was  a  respectable  Prussian  present  to 
answer  for  him,  who  had  known  him  for  thirty  years ;  and  if  anything 
was  still  wanting  to  put  an  end  to  all  questions  about  his  character 
and  pretensions,  it  was  supplied  by  the  commission  which  he  bore  and 
exhioited  from  the  Department  of  State  at  Washington.  This,  however, 
was  not  only  not  enough  to  prevent  his  being  detained  and  ill  treated, 
but  this  very  document  gave  occasion  to  Mr.  Hassenkrug  to  vent  his 
vulgar  malignity  against  a  government  and  country  with  which  his 
Majesty  the  King,  his  royal  master,  maintains  relations  of  peace, 
commerce,  and  amity,  as  they  have  been  maintained  uninterruptedly, 
by  treaty,  from  the  time  of  the  Great  Frederick,  and  from  the  earliest 
infancy  of  the  American  government. 

The  proceedings  against  Mr.  Born,  and  his  personal  treatment,  were 
altogether  in  a  spirit  of  oppression  and  vindictiveness  such  as  a  known 
and  undoubted  criminal  might  perhaps  have  encountered  without  cause 
of  complaint,  and  not  at  all  in  the  spirit  of  an  honest  and  necessary 
inquiry,  made  merely  to  ascertain  whether  there  was  any  reason  for 
detaining  him,  or  regarding  him  as  a  suspected  person.  His  examina- 
tion was  prosecuted  in  an  inquisitorial  manner,  and  as  if  to  intimidate 
and  entrap  him.  His  language  was  misinterpreted,  and  his  truth 
openly  questioned  and  denied.  He  was  treated  throughout  as  a  guilty 
person,  assumed  to  be  so,  and  as  if  nothing  remained  but  to  find  in  his 
words,  or  among  his  effects  or  his  papers,  not  the  proofs  of  his  guilt, 
but  the  materials  to  justify  the  assumption  of  his  guilt ;  and  all  this 
while,  I  feel  bound  to  say,  that  Mr.  Born  was  as  innocent,  whether  in 
conduct  or  in  thought,  of  any  offense  against  his  Majesty,  his  govern- 
ment, or  his  laws,  as  his  accuser,  or  his  respectable  examiner,  and  that 
from  the  first  to  the  last  there  was  not  the  least  reasonable  ground  for 
believing  otherwise. 

I  submit  this  case  to  your  excellency's  consideration.  It  cannot  fail 
to  be  regarded  as  one  calling  for  the  interposition  of  his  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment, and  for  some  suitable  action  on  its  part.  The  case  is  the  more 
grave,  because  it  does  not  stand  alone.  If  it  had  been  a  solitary  in- 
ttance,  it  might  have  been  looked  upon  in  another  light ;  but,  unhap- 
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On  my  arrival  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  October,  183T,  I  lawfully 
declared  ray  intentions  of  becoming  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and, 
after  the  lapse  of  about  seven  or  eight  years,  (not  leaving  the  Union 
on  a  visit  to  foreign  ceuntries  until  the  26th  April,  1844,)  the  certifi- 
cate of  citizenship  was  given  me,  and  ever  since  it  has  been  my  constant 
study  and  pleasure  to  be  a  true  citizen  of  the  Union  in  every  sense  in 
words  and  acts,  and  when  abroad  abstaining  entirely  from  expressing 
an  opinion  on  measures  or  politics  of  European  governments. 

As  at  the  present  time,  I  have  visited  Europe  for  business  purposes 
in  1844, 1846, 1848,  and  twice  in  1851,  without  being  troubled,  at  any 
time,  till  yesterday,  except  on  my  arrival  from  New  York  on  the  31  st 
May,  1844,  in  Havre,  where  a  custom-house  officer  wanted  to  search 
my  pockets,  which  I  resisted,  and  my  conduct  was  approved  by  the 
collector  of  said  port. 

This  time,  I  left  New  York  on  the  29th  day  of  May  last,  in  the 
United  States  steamer  Atlantic,  and  entered  Prussia,  June  12th,  as  per 
vise  on  my  passport  by  the  police  at  Aix-la-Chapelle. 

In  Aix-la-Chapelle,  Burtschied,  and  Duren,  I  remained  then  up 
to  about  June  18,  22,  transacting  business  with  cloth  manufacturers, 
and  then  left  by  railroad,  via  Cologne  and  Dusseldorf,  to  Langenburg, 
where  I  stayed  three  days  with  my  friends,  then  visiting  Elberfeld, 
Burmen,  Swheren,  Bonsdorf,  Lennep,  and  Huckeowagen  on  business, 
and  returning  to  Langenburg,  July  5.  On  the  6th  instant  proceeded 
to  Langenburg,  ma  Velbert,  Werden,  and  Kettwig,  &c.,  to  Viersen; 
spent  the  7th  with  Fred.  Diergardt  in  Viersen,  William  Ditthey  in 
Rheydt,  and  arrived  the  same  evening  in  Crefeld. 

In  the  morning  of  the  8th  instant  attended  to  business  in  Crefeld, 
and  went  in  the  afternoon  via  Dusseldorf  to  Deutz.  Spent  the  morning 
of  the  9th  with  Director  Merrisen,  at  the  counting-house  of  A.  Schaan- 
hauscn's  Banking  Associations,  and  in  the  afternoon  went  back  to 
Dusseldorf.  Spent  the  10th  in  Dusseldorf  with  Feldmann  Simons  and 
lady,  who  are  the  parents-in-law  of  my  partner  Schleiper.  The  same 
day,  in  the  evening,  at  11  o'clock,  left  Dusseldorf  in  the  quick  railroad 
train  taking  a  second-class  place  through  to  Bremen,  arriving  at  4^ 
o'clock  at  Minden,  and  there  passengers  were  informed  by  the<X)ndnctor 
that  we  had  to  change  cars,  and  time  for  taking  a  cup  of  coflFee.  Having 
scarcely  sat  down  in  the  first  and  second-class  room  to  the  coflee  table, 
a  police  officer  came  and  demanded  the  passport  of  each  passenger,  when 
it  struck  me  that  I  had  left  mine  in  the  trunk,  and  informing  said  officer 
thereof,  and  sitting  just  by  the  side  of  Mr.  Frowein,  a  merchant  from 
Elberfeld,  who  then  was  delivering  his  pswsport,  I  said,  inquiringly, 
that  this  gentleman  knew  me  well  during  the  last  thirty  years,  and 
if,  in  consequence,  my  card  would  suffice?  To  which  the  officer  returned 
in  rage.  No ;  and  added  that  he  would  keep  me  here.  I  then  ran  to 
the  baggage-car,  procured  my  trunk,  took  out  in  a  hurry  my  passport, 
and  unintentionally  with  it  a  commission  which  I  held  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  as  bearer  of  despatches  to  our  legation  at  Vienna.  Coming 
back  to  the  first  and  second-class  room ,  I  found  the  officer  who  had  spoken 
to  me,  and  whose  name  he  afterwards  made  me  understand  was  Com- 
missarius  Von  Hassenkrug,  engaged  in  still  visaing  passports,  of  which 
he  had  left  about  eight  or  ten  laying  unfinished  before  him,  and  when 
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Buhl,  as  I  heard  him  called,  entered,  whose  business  seemed  to  he 
**  visaing  the  books  of  wandering  professionists/'  of  whom  a  number 
came  in  and  left.  At  last,  towards  10  o'clock,  a  young  man  who  was 
called  lieutenant,  came  in,  and  called  me  to  the  standby  my  name;  he 
then  commenced  an  examination  with  me,  and  his  sole  aim  thereby 
seemed  to  be  bent  on  perverting  and  misunderstanding  every  word 
that  I  answered ;  and  discovering  and  seeing  that  he  was  for  and  in 
coalition  with  my  maltreator,  Von  Hassenkrug,  I  earnestly  requested 
of  him  more  than  half  a  dozen  times  that  ^'Herr  landrath,  the  chief 
of  police^  would  deign  to  be  pr^-sent  at  the  examination  of  my  papers 
and  scriptures,"  to  which  at  last  he  replied  he  would  go  and  see  about 
it,  and  actually  leaving  the  room;  but  it  so  happening  at  this  moment 
that  ray  eyes  fell  on  the  face  of  the  above-mentioned  Mr.  Buhl,  I  ac- 
tually thought  to  read  in  it  that  **Herr  landrath  would  not  be 
present;"  and  then  again  I  repeated  my  request  to  several  of 
the  police  oflScers  going  in  and  out,  to  solicit  the  favor  for  me  from 
Herr  landrath,  which  several  promised  to  do,  but,  after  half  an 
hour's  delay,  the  above-mentioned  lieutenant  came  in  again,  ac- 
companied by  Commissarius  Von  Hassenkrug,  and  said  to  me  the 
Lmdrath  was  prevented  by  official  duty  to  be  present,  and  he  was 
ordered  to  examine  into  and  read  my  papers,  unless  I  would  de- 
liver the  same  to  him  to  be  taken  to  the  landrath,  which  I  refused  to 
do,  saying  at  the  same  moment,  it  would  be  my  duty  to  inform  your 
excellency  that  the  landrath  could  not,  or  either  would  not  be  present." 
I  then  opened  my  trunk,  and  he,  in  presence  of  Von  Hassenkrug  and 
myself,  opened  and  read  every  piece  of  paper  and  writing  in  my  pos- 
session, in  all  of  which  he  could  not  fina  a  single  line  nor  word  to  be 
turned  against  me,  except  that  I  was  carrying  with  me  ^^  one  sealed 
letter"  which  is  addressed  as  follows:  **HerrH.  Thomas,  Mechaniker, 
Montbijin  Platz,  No.  10;"  this  letter  was  given  to  me  in  New  York 
previous  to  my  departure  by  Frederick  Mohl,  Esq.,  of  Berlin,  who 
spent  last  winter  on  a  visit  to  the  States,  to  Havana,  &c.,  and  who  in- 
formed me  that  Mr.  Thomas  was  furnishing  machinery  to  cloth  manu- 
facturers, and  would  be  the  best  person  to  tell  me  who  of  said  cloth 
manufacturers  in  Silesia  was  turning  out  and  finishing  his  goods 
suitablefor  our  markets.  The  place  of  destination,  for  instance,  **  Berlin" 
is  not  written  on  the  letter,  as  I  am  going  to  prove  to  you,  sir,  next 
week,  when  I  hope  to  arrive  in  Berlin,  from  Hamburg,  and  have  the 
honor  of  paying  my  respects  in  person  to  your  excellency.  Mr.  Mohl 
I  suppose  to  be  also  now  in  Berlin,  in  which  case  I  will  take  the  liberty 
of  bringing  him  along  with  me,  and  introducing  him  to  you. 

The  above-mentioned  lieutenant  and  examinator  told  me  that  it  was 
punishable  carrying  that  sealed  letter  to  Mr.  Thomas,  and  I  requested 
nim  to  mention  it  in  his  report,  as  I  did  not  wish  evading  to  pay  the 
fine  the  law  imposed  for  carrying  it. 

Failing  entirely  to  find  anything  else  in  my  possession  but  that 
sealed  letter  without  its  complete  address  on  which  to  hang  a  feather, 
the  said  lieutenant  again  endeavored  willfully  to  interpret  and  pervert 
my  language  to  Commissioner  Von  Hassenkrug,  insinuating  even  that 
I  had  raised  latter's  suspicion  by  claiming  to  be  a  courier,  all  which  is 
a  mere  contrivance  of  these  swaggering  officials,  for  my  very  first  men- 
'  '1  of  holding  and  showing  to  him  my  commission  or  courier's  pass- 
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port  was  only  after  he  had  ordered  me  and  my  baggage  to  stay  behind, 
and  be  treated  as  a  prisoner.  At  last,  towards  12  o'clock,  I  was  suf- 
fered to  depart  free  and  without  police  accompaniment  from  the  police 
court  of  the  city  back  to  the  railroad  station,  where  I  arrived  just  in 
time  for  the  departure  of  a  train  to  this  place,  and  though  during  my 
examination  I  had  thought  of  proceeding  direct  to  your  legation  at 
Berlin,  but  on  consideration  of  the  uncertainty  of  finding  you  home  at 
once,  and  the  pressing  nature  of  the  business  I  have  to  attend  to  here 
previous  to  the  departure  of  the  steamer  Hermann  the  16th  instant,  I 
concluded  to  come  to  this  city,  and  inform  you  of  my  arrest  and  mal- 
treatment at  Minden  in  writing. 

Sir,  to  the  truth  of  every  word  I  have  written  down  here  I  am  ready, 
at  any  time  and  place,  to  make  oath  in  the  presence  of  my  God  and 
Creator,  and  I  now  expect  your  excellency  to  act  in  this  matter  with 
energy  and  dispatch.  My  arrest  and  detention  was  not  made  in  en- 
tering the  territory  of  Prussia,  but  in  leaving  it,  which  is  without  ex- 
cuse, and  the  more  aggravating  by  its  casting  on  me  either  the  guilt 
of  a  thief  or  a  spy,  or  something  still  worse ;  and  as  everything  is  likely 
to  be  resorted  to  by  the  officials  of  Prussia  to  disparage  my  statement 
and  question  my  veracity,  I  herewith  inclose  a  list  of  names  of  highly 
respectable  persons,  and  subjects  of  Prussia,  to  whom  I  am  personally 
known,  to  many  of  whom  from  childhood,  and  whose  opinions  of  me 
can  easily  be  ascertained.  To  most  of  the  better  class  of  inhabitants 
in  Ronsdorf,  Elberfeld,  and  Langenburg  I  am  particularly  long  and 
well  known. 

It  may  perhaps  be  proper  to  mention  to  your  excellency  also,  that  I 
enjoy  the  nonor,  since  the  1st  day  of  January,  1839,  of  being  person- 
ally and  intimately  known  to  his  excellency  Millard  Fillmore,  the 
iaithful  President  of  the  United  States. 

Sir,  I  most  earnestly  deplore  having  been  the  object  of  such  high- 
handed insults  and  outrages,  the  like  of  which  amongst  friendly  na- 
tions I  have  never  heard  of  before,  and  I  would  not  dare  showing  my 
&ce  with  my  fi^Uow-citizens  at  home  again,  without  having  done  all  I 
can  to  obtain  redress. 

I  therefore  claim  from  the  government  of  Prussia  the  payment  of 
twenty  thousand  rix  dollars  for  the  arrest  and  insults  which  have  been 
practiced  on  me  personally  in  its  name,  and  by  its  official  servants,  yes- 
terday morning ;  and  besides,  such  suitable  national  apology  from  it 
to  our  government  as  may  be  deemed  sufficient  and  satisfactory  to  our 
President. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  excellency's  obedient 
lervant, 

CHRISTIAN  GEORGE  BORN, 

of  New  York, 

His  Excellency  D.  D.  Barnard, 

Minister  of  the  United  StcUea  for  Prussia. 
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With  many  others  in  Bonsdorf, 
near  Elberfeld. 


With  many  bthers  in  Elberfeld. 


List  of  names  of  highly  respectable  persons^  to  whom  Christian 
George  Born,  now  of  the  city  of  New  York,  is  personally  and  well 
known : 

Prince  Franz  von  Wittgenstein,  Berleburg. 

'V^oss   dris  Secretam  ) 

L.  H.  Althaus,  merchant,  \  ^"^  berleburg,  near  Armberg. 

Charles  Martin,  postmaster,  Erndebruck,  near  Armberg. 

Charles  Binz,  lawyer,      }  r    t  ^    -u  a      v 

F.  Hammer/merchant,   \  ^°  ^^^^'  °^''  ^'^^'S- 

Engels  Puffrath,  merchant,    1 

Julius  Johanny,  merchant,     >  In  Hurheswagen,  by  Elberfeld. 

Ernest  Johanny,  merchant,    ) 

J.  H.  Von  Baur,  merchant, 

August  Hotthausen,  merchant, 

William  Kneip,  merchant, 

J.  N.  Siebel,  merchant, 

N.  G.  Grote,  merchant, 

J.  E.  Bleekman,  merchant^ 

Charles  Braun,  merchant, 

Charles  Von  Baur,  merchant, 

William  Boeddinghaus,  merchant, ' 

Henry  Boeddinghaus,  merchant, 

William  Ulinbrug,  merchant, 

Theodore  Besenbronck,  merchant, 

Adrian  Koehler,  merchant, 

Peter  Schlieper,  merchant, 

Gustav  Schlieper,  merchant, 

S.  W.  Haarhaus,  merchant, 

Johann  Schrieck,  merchant, 

Edward  Jung,  merchant, 

William  Simons  Koehler,  merchant, 

Peter  Strasweg,  merchant, 

J.  P.  Ufor,  merchant, 

Gustav  and  Charles  Wolff,  merchants,  ^ 

William  Colsmann,  merchant, 

Edward  Colsmann, 

Charles  Colsmann, 

Aug.  Feldhaff, 

Gustav  Hoomann, 

Julius  Koetgen, 

Dier^ardt,  doctor  of  medicine, 

William  Weddigen,  merchant, 

Frederick  Weddigen,  merchant, 

Aug.  Mittelfitenfcheid,  merchant, 

Theo.  Mittelstenfcheid,  merchant, 

Charles  Karthaus,  merchant, 

Gebruder  Schuchard,  merchant, 

F.  H.  Wirth,  merchant, 

Edward  Busehi,  merchant  in  Schwebun. 


And  many  others  in  Elber- 
^  feld. 


.With  many  others  in  Langenberg, 
near  Elberfeld. 


^  And  many  others  in  Bremen. 
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John  Mohn,  Vebbert. 

Ernst  Scheldt,  merchant  in  Kettwig. 

Frederick  Diergardt,  merchant,  Viersen,  near  Crefeld. 

William  Ditthey,  merchant,  Rheydt. 

G.  B.  Von  der  Herberg,  merchant,  Crefeld. 

Feldmann  Simons,  rentier,         1 

Henry  Heegmann  rentier,  I  j    jy^^^^^^^^f 

Conitl  Leser,  rentier,  [  woo^iva^xx. 

Sartorius  Bargmann,  merchant, 
Edward  Toennies,  merchant, 
J.  H.  Kesselkaul,  merchant, 
Ernst  Klinekenberg,  merchant, 
J.  A.  Bischoff,  merchant, 
Julius  Schuremann,  merchant, 


►  And  others^  in  Aix-la-Chapelle. 


Frederick  Mohl,  rentier,     ] 
B.  F.  Wesmer,  merchant,   I  y    ti    ^^ 
H.  Demuth,  merchant,         f  ^^  ^^^^'^• 
A.  Eochne,  banker,  J 


Mr.  Barnard  to  Mr.  Webster. 

[Extract. — Confidential .] 

No.  76.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  August  3,  1852. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Born  having  appealed  himself  to  the  department,  by 
sending  a  copy  of  his  letter  addressed  to  me,  I  proposed  at  first  to 
leave  his  case  into  your  hands,  or  at  least  to  wait  for  your  instructions, 
and  I  so  informed  him.  But  I  have  supposed  on  the  whole  that  the 
department  would  prefer,  in  all  cases  of  this  sort,  which  are  rather 
troublesome  than  serious,  should  be  taken  care  of  at  the  legation,  at 
least  in  the  first  instance. 

As  complaints  on  the  part  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  native  as 
well  as  naturalized,  of  ill-treatment  in  Prussia,  have  multiplied  of 
late,  I  have  assumed  a  more  serious  tone  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Born,  than 
otherwise  I  should  have  thought  altogether  necessary. 

You  will  observe  that  the  complaints  which  come  to  this  legation 
are  chiefly  from  the  German  Americans.  There  is  no  doubt  that, 
coining  back  here,  they  are  always  more  or  less  objects  of  suspicion. 
The  Prussian  government  and  its  officials  are  always  on  the  lookout 
for  the  German  Democratic  Propaganda  and  its  agents.  Slight  things 
areenough  to  arouse  attention;  and  it  happens,  unfortunately,  that  many 
of  our  naturalized  German  citizens  visiting  their  native  country,  who  are 
in  no  sense  political  agents,  and  who  come  here  on  no  political  errand 
whatever,  come  nevertheless  with  very  sublimated  notions  of  the  personal 
liberty  and  independence  which  belong  to  them  as  Americans,  and  are 
apt  to  forget  that  Prussia  is  not  exactly  the  most  appropriate  sphere 
in  which  to  display  these  qualities.     As  a  general  thing,  they  submit 
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with  much  less  patience  and  ^ood  temper  to  the  internal  and  police 
regulations  of  European  counties  than  our  native  American  citiKens. 
Their  high  bearing  and  assumptions  are  often  the  commencement  of 
the  difficulties  they  encounter.  They  do  not  easily  brook  the  exercise 
of  any  sort  of  summary  authority  over  them.  And  when,  having 
fallen  into  trouble,  they  bring  their  complaints  to  an  American  lega- 
tion, their  demands  are  apt  to  be  very  high  and  very  imperious.  Mr. 
Born,  for  example,  one  oi  the  most  respectable  and  well  informed  of 
the  whole  class  of  German  emigrants  returning  to  visit  their  native 
country,  demands,  as  you  will  observe,  twenty  thousand  rix  thalers  for 
his  detention  of  six  or  eight  hours,  and  very  modestly  informs  the 
American  minister  at  Berlin,  that  ''he  expects  him  to  act  in  his  case 
with  energy  and  dispatch." 

My  correspondence  with  the  department,  already  forwarded,  will 
show  the  state  of  the  question  with  Prussia  and  Hanqver,  in  regard 
to  their  demand  upon  naturalized  citizens  for  military  services,  and  for 
fines  or  penalties  for  having  avoided  their  military  duties. 

I  consider  the  Hanoverian  government  as  having  yielded,  practically, 
the  right  to  exact  military  service  of  persons  who  have  become  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  ana  who  may  oe  found  temporarily  within  the 
King's  dominions.  I  hope  the  Prussian  government  will  do  the  same 
thing.  *  *  *  *  *    _  *  4e 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

D.  D.  BARNARD. 
Hon.  Daniel  Wrbstbr, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Barnard  to  Mr,  Webster, 

[Extract.l 

No.  78.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  August  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter 
addressed  by  me  to  Dr.  Gutowski,  in  reply  to  one  from  him  urging 
action  upon  his  petition  to  the  Prussian  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

D.  D.  BARNARD. 
Hon.  Daniel  Webster, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Barnard  to  Br,  Gutowshi, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  August  3,  1852. 

Sir  :  Your  note  of  the  27th  July  has  been  received.     A  special  ap- 
plication was  made  by  me  in  your  behalf  to  Baron  Manteuffel  on  the 
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Ist  July,  and  on  the  14th  July  your  petition  to  the  minister  of  the 
interior,  and  the  certificate  of  guarantee  which  accompanied  it,  were 
sent  in.  No  answer  has  yet  heen  received.  The  case  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  Prussian  government,  which,  in  such  matters,  always  moves  with 
deliberation. 

It  is  proper  I  should  inform  you,  that  having  voluntarily  returned 
to  the  country  of  your  birth,  where  you  have  purchased  a  farm  and 
taken  up  your  residence,  the  Prussian  government  has  a  right  to  re- 
gard vou  as  its  subject,  and  so  treat  you  m  all  respects.  And  you  have 
now,  by  your  petition,  asked  to  be  received  aeain  as  a  Prussian  citizen. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  government  of  the  United  States  cannot 
claim  to  interpose  of  right  in  your  case,  as  in  behalf  of  a  citizen  of  that 
country.  I  shall  he  very  glad  if  what  I  have  done  may  be  of  any  ser- 
Tise  to  you,  as  I  still  hope  it  may  ;  but  the  decision  of  your  case  rests 
with  the  Prussian  government. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  D.  BARNARD. 

T)r.  GuTowsKi. 


Mr.  Barnard  to  Mr.  Webster. 

No.  80.]  Legation  op  thb  United  States, 

Berlin^  August  17,  1852. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  note 
which  I  have  received  from  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  in  referencJe 
to  my  letter  to  him  on  the  complaint  of  Mr.  Born. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

D.  D.  BARNARD. 
Hon.  Daniel  Webster, 

Secretary  of  State. 


The  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  Mr.  Barnard. 

[Translation.] 

Berlin,  April  14,  1854. 

Sir:  I  hastened  to  bring  to  the  knowledge  of  the  minister  of  the 
interior  the  facts  which  you  indicated  to  me  in  your  note  of  the  3d  of 
this  months  concerning  the  proceedure  of  an  agent  of  police  at  Minden 
towards  Mr.  Born,  merchant,  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  so  soon 
M  the  result  of  the  investigation  I  have  sought  on  this  subject  shall  be 
bown  to  me,  I  shall  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  apprize  you  without 
delay. 

I  seize,  meantime,  this  occasion,  sir,  to  renew  to  you  the  assurance 
of  my  high  consideration. 

THE  MINISTER  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

For  the  Minister,  LE  COQ. 

His  Excellency  Mr.  Barnard,  etc.,  etc.,  dc. 
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Mr,  Barnard  to  Mr.  Webster. 

No.  89.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  October  12,  1852. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you,  herewith,  a  copy  of  a  letter 
which  I  addressed  to  Baron  Manteuffel  on  the  9th  instant,  in  behalf  of 
John  Joseph  Kracke,  formerly  a  subject  of  the  King  of  Prussia,  and 
now  claiming  to  be  an  American  citizen,  who  has  been  placed  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Prussian  army,  as  a  soldier,  to  serve  for  three  years. 

I  send  also  a  copy  of  the  communication  addressed  to  me  by  Mr. 
Kracke,  and  which  was  handed  in  to  the  legation  by  a  Prussian  mili- 
tary oflScer,  who,  in  a  private  and  confidential  way,  expressed  much 
sympathy  for  this  man. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

D.  D.  BAKNARD. 

Hon.  Daniel  Webster, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Baimard  to  Baron  Manteuffel. 

Legation  op  the  United  Staees, 

Berlin,  October  29,  1852. 
M.  LE  Baron  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of 

a  communication  addressed  to  me  by  John  Joseph  Kracke. 

It  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Kracke,  according  to  the  simple  and  ingen- 
uous account  which  he  gives  of  himself,  was  born  in  Prussia  in  1824 ; 
that  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  age  he  went  to  reside,  and  to  learn 
his  trade,  in  Hanover  ;  that  in  his  seventeenth  year  he  went  to  Hol- 
land, where  he  resided  till  his  twentieth  year;  that  at  this  time  his 
parents  emigrated  to  the  United  States ;  that  he  followed  them  from 
Holland  to  that  country,  where  he  has  become  a  citizen,  and  the  owner 
of  lands  and  other  property ;  that  his  health  having  become  impaired, 
he  has,  by  the  advice  of  his  physician,  made  a  voyage  to  Europe  ;  that 
on  arriving  at  Recke,  in  the  province  of  Westphalia^  on  a  visit  to  the 
home  of  his  youth,  he  was  immediately  arrested,  and  forced  into  the 
ranks  of  the  Prussian  army  as  a  soldier,  for  a  service  of  three  years, 
where  he  now  remains. 

If  the  relation  which  Mr.  Kracke  gives  of  himself  shall  be  found  to 
be  correct,  I  hope  his  Majesty's  government  will  not  hesitate  to  grant 
him  a  prompt  discharge  from  the  army,  and  liberty  to  return  to  his 
adopted  country.  I  beg  leave  to  refer  your  excellency  to  the  general 
observations  touching  cases  of  this  description,  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  submit  to  your  consideration  in  my  letter  of  the  8th  of  July  last. 
I  had  indulged  in  the  hope  that  measures  might  be  adopted  which 
would  prevent  the  actual  occurrence  of  cases  like  this  of  Mr.  Kracke. 
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I  have  reliable  information  that  Mr.  Kracke  is  in  the  utmost  distress 
at  the  situation  in  which  he  finds  himself.     He  is  utterly  unconscious 
of  any  intentional  offense  against  the  laws  or  government  of  his  native 
country,  on  account  of  the  manner  of  his  emigrating  from  it.     For 
fourteen  years,  from  his  early  boyhood,  he  has  not  resided  in  Prussia, 
and,  in  the  meantime,  he  has  made  a  home  for  himself  in  another  and 
distant  country^  where  he  has  assumed  the  rights  and  duties  of  citizen- 
ship, where  his  property  is  situated,  and  where  all  his  interests  in  life 
are  centered.   Beturning  to  visit  the  place  of  his  birth,  having  become, 
as  he  believed,  in  every  legal  and  iust  sense,  a  foreigner,  he  finds  him- 
self seized  upon  as  a  soldier  of  his  Majesty  the  King,  and  he  sees 
nothing  before  him  but  the  certain  sacrifice  of  his  property,  and  the 
blasting  of  all  his  prospects  in  life.     I  am  sure  that  no  officer  in  his 
Majesty's  service  can  exercise  military  authority  over  this  unhappy 
man  without  painfully  feeling  the  appeal  which  the  laws  of  common 
humanity  must  perpetually  make  in  his  behalf. 

In  the  application  which  I  now  present  for  the  discharge  of  Mr. 
Kracke,  I  wish  to  avoid  all  reference  to '  the  abstract  question  of  the 
rights  of  sovereignty  which  may  be  supposed  to  be  involved  in  the 
case.  I  wish  it  to  be  understood,  also,  that  I  am  aware  of  the  import- 
ance, in  a  military  point  of  view,  which  the  government  of  his  Ma- 
jesty may  attach  to  the  laws  of  Prussia  which  regulate  and  control  the 
emigration  of  his  Majesty's  subjects.  The  actual  case  is  one  of  press- 
ing and  painful  interest,  and  one  in  which  the  relief  ought  to  come 
promptly.  I  am  happy  to  believe  it  is  one  in  which  this  relief  may 
oe  granted  without  the  sacrifice  of  any  principle  or  any  interest  which 
Prussia  may  think  it  iniportant  to  maintain,  whether  for  her  rights  of 
sovereignty  or  for  the  efficiency  of  her  military  power. 

I  seize  this  occasion  to  offer  to  your  excellency  the  renewed  assurance 
of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

D.  D.  BAENARD. 
His  Excellency  Baron  Von  Mantbotfkl,  dc. 


Mr,  Kracke  to  the  American  Minister, 

[Translation.] 

MuNSTER,  September  29,  1852. 

The  humble  petition  of  Johann  Joseph  Kracke^  native  of  Recke, 
near  Tecklenburs,  some  time  musketeer  m  the  second  company  of  the 
musketeer  battalion  of  the  fifteenth  infantry  regiment  at  Munster,  for 
the  gracious  intervention,  for  his  discharge  from  the  Prussian  army, 
of  the  American  minister. 

Your  excellency  will  graciously  allow  me  to  place  the  following 
petition  before  you  : 

I  was  born  at  Recke,  near  Tecklenburg  ;  I  was  a  royal  Prussian 
subject  according  to  the  constitution  of  that  time. 

In  my  fourteenth  year  I  left  Recke,  my  birth  place,  and  went  to 
Osnabruck,  in  Hanover,  where  I  learned  my  occupation,  and  labored 
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from  my  seventeenth  year  to  the  twentieth  in  Holland.  At  this  time 
my  parents,  at  Recke,  came  to  the  determination  to  emigrate  to  the 
United  States  of  North  America,  and  I  followed  them  from  Holland. 

Although  I  know  not  whether  the  consent  of  the  royal  Prussian 
government  to  the  release  from  the  condition  of  the  hond  of  allegiance 
was  sought  by  my  family  on  my  behalf,  I  believed,  at  least,  that  I  was 
discharged  from  my  condition  of  subject,  because  from  my  fourteenth 
year  I  had  not  resided  within  the  Prussian  territory,  and  was  already 
naturalized  and  a  subject  of  military  obligations  towards  the  United 
States. 

Upon  my  arrival  at  New  York  I  went  on  to  Cincinnati^  became 
there  domiciled  by  a  purchase  of  real  estate,  and  there  obtained  the 
rights  of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  North  America.  The  before- 
mentioned  matters  are  established,  in  part,  by  my  written  depositions 
at  the  bureau  of  the  headquarters  of  the  regiment,  partly  irom  the 
official  archives  of  the  burgomaster's  office  at  Recke,  and  also  can  be 

f  roved  by  searches  in  the  municipal  government  of  Cincinnati  city, 
had  now  lived,  until  this  year,  as  a  citizen  of  Cincinnati,  and  traveled 
by  direction  of  my  physician,  on  account  of  impaired  health,  back  to 
Europe,  furnished  with  a  passport  issued  by  that  government,  certified 
by  my  superior  military  chief. 

On  my  arrival  at  Recke  I  was  at  once  arrested  by  the  police  of  the 
place,  and  for  the  fulfilling  of  my  military  obligations  as  a  Prussian 
subject,  which  I  no  longer  consider  myself,  was  brought  here  for  mili- 
tary service,  and  must  moreover  serve  three  years  on  military  duty. 
My  real  estate  in  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  if  I  cannot  go  back  to  take 
care  of  it  for  three  years,  will  be  reduced  to  ruin,  but  also  every  proba- 
bility that  it  will  be  aliened  so  that  on  return  all  my  possessions  and 
effects  will  have  vanished,  and  I  shall  have  become  a  poor  man. 

Under  these  very  unfortunate  circumstance  I  turn  myself  with  the 
utmost  confidence  to  your  excellency  with  the  humble  petition  that 
you  will  intercede  with  the  Prussian  royal  government  that  I  as  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States  of  North  Am^erica,  and  as  such  not  under  alle- 
giance as  subject  of  this  country,  shall  be  set  free  from  military 
restraints. 

Should,  nevertheless,  the  impossibility  of  the  fulfillment  of  this  my 
petition  be  against  me,  then  I  request  your  excellency  to  give  know- 
ledge of  it  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  in  order  that  until 
my  return  my  real  estate,  left  at  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  may  be  taken 
care  of. 

In  hopes  of  your  highest  welfare,  I  subscribe  myself,  your  excel- 
lency's most  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  KRACKE. 
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Mr.  Fay  to  Mr  Webster. 

[Extract.] 

No.  103.]  Lbgation  op  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  October  26,  1852. 

Sm:  In  his  dispatch  No.  57,  [71,]  under  date  July  13,  1852,  Mr. 
Barnard  communicated  copy  of  a  note  addressed  on  the  8th  to  the 
Prussian  government,  presenting  the  case  of  Mr.  B.  Meyer,  native  of 
Paderborn,  Prussia,  who  having  emigrated  seven  years  previously, 
without  a  permit  of  emigration,  and  just  returned  to  Germany,  fur- 
nished with  a  passport  as  an  American  citizen,  dated  May  6,  1852, 
from  the  Department  of  State,  had  been  notified  of  a  judgment  con- 
demning him  to  a  fine  of  fifty  thalers,  for  not  having  complied  with 
the  conscription  law  of  Prussia. 

His  case  presented  circumstances  of  peculiar  hardship,  and  furnished 
a  proper  opportunity  for  trying  the  question  whether  the  government 
of  Prussia  intends  to  persevere  in  a  strict  application  of  the  Prussian 
military  law  to  naturalized  American  citizens,  even  having  emigrated 
in  early  youth,  resided  long  in  the  United  States,  and  returned  to 
Europe  only  temporarily,  from  the  necessities  of  business,  or  the  claims 
of  private  afiection. 

Mr.  Barnard,  therefore,  with  a  strong  statement  of  the  case,  ad- 
dressed an  application  to  the  foreign  minister,  that  permission  should 
be  granted  Meyer  to  visit  Paderborn  upon  some  imperative  private 
bosiness,  and  to  see  his  mother,  aged  seventy  years,  and  requested  that 
no  measures  might  be  taken  on  account  of  the  fine,  or  to  force  him 
into  the  Prussian  military  service.  After  a  lapse  of  three  months  and 
a  half,  a  reply  has  just  been  received,  of  which  a  copy  is  subjoined. 

It  was  not  my  intention  to  address  you  during  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Barnard,  but  this  document  is  of  a  character  to  be  brought  to  your 
notice  without  delay.     The  substance  of  it  is  as  follows : 

It  flatly  refuses  Mr.  Barnard's  request  that  Mr.  Meyer  should  be 
allowed  to  make  a  temporary  sojourn  at  Paderborn,  and  declares, 
should  he  set  foot  on  Prussian  territory,  he  would  be  instantly  incor- 
porated into  the  army.  Even  upon  payment  of  the  fine,  his  obligation 
to  serve  in  the  army  remains.  No  power  can  legally  disengage  him 
from  the  bonds  attaching  him  to  Prussia.  If  the  government  of  the 
United  States  desires  in  future  to  avoid  similar  collisions,  it  should 
never  receive  as  a  citizen  any  native  of  Prussia,  unless  furnished  with 
a  permit  of  emigration.  Finally,  if  the  government  of  the  King 
undertakes  to  execute  the  law  against  a  Prussian  subject,  upon  Prus- 
sian territory,  that  of  the  United  States  will  have  too  high  a  sense  of 
Hg  own  dignity  to  offer  any  opposition.  *  *  * 

A  recent  statistical  publication,  entitled  ''Hubner's  Year  Book  for 
Agriculture  and  Statistics,"  estimates  the  German  emigration  of  1851 
at  113,000,  declaring  that  these  are  not  the  idle,  vicious,  and  poor, 
but  the  industrious,  the  intelligent,  the  skillful,  and  the  moderately 
thriving ;  and  that,  on  an  average,  each  individual  carries  from  the 
country  200  thalers.     If  this  be  true,  (and  an  emigrant  can  hardly 
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leave  this  continent  without  some  cash  for  his  passage,  &c.,)  then 
twenty-two  millions  of  thalers  a  year,  and  more  than  two  hundred  and 
twenty-six  millions  in  ten  years,  are  drained  from  Germany  hy  the 
ever-increasinff  emigration.      ***** 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  highest  consideration,  your 
obedient  servant, 

THEO.  S.  FAY. 
Hon.  Daniel  Webster, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Baron  Manteuffel  to  Mr,  Fay. 

[Translation.] 

Berlin,  October  22,  1852. 

Monsieur:  The  letter  which  Mr.  Barnard  did  me  the  honor  to  address 
to  me,  the  8th  of  July  last,  on  the  subject  of  one  Meyer,  a  native  sub- 
ject of  Prussia,  born  at  Paderborn,  who  had  emigrated  to  America, 
has  given  occasion  for  a  correspondence  with  the  minister  of  the  inte- 
rior, who  has  just  communicated  to  me  the  report  which  he  had  called 
for  on  this  matter  from  the  proper  provincial  authority. 

Here  is  the  result:  The  person  in  question,  born  in  1827,  is  a  son 
of  the  inn-keeper  Meyer,  whose  widow  still  lives  at  Paderborn.  In 
1845,  when  he  had  scarcely  attained  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  went  to 
America,  in  the  hope  of  finding  opportunity  to  make  a  better  living 
than  in  his  own  country,  where  even  his  mother  with  difficulty  sup- 
ported herself.  Young  Meyer  did  not  at  that  time  ask  for  a  permit  of 
emigration,  he  desired  to  reserve  to  himself  the  privilege  of  return  to 
Prussia,  in  case  he  should  not  succeed  in  making  a  condition  for  him- 
self in  the  United  States.  When  he  had  attained  the  required  age, 
he  was  summoned  to  return  to  Prussia  to  satisfy  his  military  obliga- 
tions, and  having  neglected  the  citation,  a  sentence  passed  7th  July 
last,  year,  condemned  him  to  a  fine  of  fifty  crowns. 

In  this  state  of  things  the  government  cannot  authorize  Meyer  to 
make  a  temporary  sojourn  at  Paderborn  to  regulate  his  family  affairs; 
it  must  insist,  on  the  contrary,  that  this  young  man,  if  he  place  hia 
foot  on  Prussian  soil,  be  incorporated  into  the  army. 

I  have  already  had  the  honor,  sir,  to  cause  you  to  observe  above, 
that  before  quitting  Prussia,  Meyer  had  not  asked  to  dissolve  the  ties 
which  bound  him  to  his  native  country,  as  he  might  have  done,  in  the 
terms  of  Section  17,  No.  1  of  the  law  of  December  31,  1842.  On  the 
contrary,  he  wished  to  continue  to  be  a  Prussian,  to  provide  for  the 
contingency  of  return  to  his  country.  If,  notwithstanding,  he  has 
caused  himself  to  be  admitted  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  he  must 
blame  himself,  if  by  such  step  he  has  brought  about  collisions  as  to  his 
personal  relations  towards  two  States.  In  his  quality  of  Prussian  sub- 
ject, he  is  subject  to  military  service  in  Prussia ;  not  having  presented 
himself  in  due  time  to  range  himself  under  the  banners,  he  was  duly 
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condemned  to  a  fine  conformably  with  the  regulations  of  law.     Even 
if  Meyer  pay  the  fine  which  has  been  imposed  on  him,  he  still  continues 
under  obligation  to  do  duty  in  the  army,  as  every  other  subject  of  the 
King  able  to  bear  arms;  and  until  this  obligation  is  satisfied,  he 
cannot  lawfully  be  released  from  the  bonds  which  bind  him  to  Prussia. 
The  government  of  the  United  States  would  be  in  the  wrong  to  accuse 
that  of  the  King  of  a  want  of  good  will,  because  he  may  make  full 
and  entire  application  of  the  law  to  one  of  his  subjects  who  has  caus^ 
himself  to  be  received  as  citizen  of  the  United  States.     If  your  govern- 
ment desires  to  avoid  for  the  future  similar  collisions  to  that  which 
has  been  brought  about  by  the  conduct  of  youn^  Meyer,  a  simple 
means  of  attaining  that  end  presents  itself;  it  is  only  never  to  receive 
as  citizen  a  Prussian  by  origin  if  he  is  not  able  to  produce  a  permit 
of  emigration.     When  any  individual  obtains   naturalization   in  a 
foreign  country,  the  government  of  his  native  country  can  never 
acknowledge  that  this  lact,  of  itself,  releases  him  from  the  obligations 
which  were  imposed  upon  him  before  his  naturalization  in  his  former 
country.     I  will  add,  that  in  cases  like  this,  in  which  the  said  Meyer 
finds  himself^  it  is  much  less  a  question  of  retaking  any  individual  to 
enrol  him  in  the  army,  than  to  maintain  the  respect  due  to  the  law, 
and  to  insure  its  execution.     And  if  the  government  of  his  Majesty 
proposes  to  execute  the  law  against  a  Prussian  subject  on  Prussian 
territory,  I  desire  to  persuade  myself  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  has  too  much  respect  for  its  own  dignity  to  be  willing  to  oppose 
itself  thereto.  "* 

Accept  on  this  occasion,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  distinguished  con- 
sideration, 

MANTEUFFEL. 

Mr.  Fay, 
Charge  d' Affaires  of  the  United  States. 


Mr,  Barnard  to  Mr.  Everett. 

[Extract.] 

No.  91.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  December  7,  1852. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  Baron 
Kanteuffers  letter  to  me  in  the  matter  of  Dr.  Gutowski.  My  previous 
correspondence  in  this  case  will  show  the  view  I  took  of  it.  I  allowed 
Dr.  Gutowski  to  make  his  case  and  his  request  known  to  the  Prussian 
government  through  me.  The  position  in  which  he  had  placed  him- 
self did  not  admit  of  my  doing  more.  The  answer  of  the  government 
shows  that  great  pains  nave  been  taken  to  look  into  his  character  and 
pretensions,  and  the  reasons  are  fully  and  plainly  stated  for  the  per- 
emptory decision  to  which  the  minister  of  tne  interior  has  come. 

♦  *  *  In  my  late  temporary  absence  at  Paris,  Baron  Manteuffel 
sent  in  his  reply  to  my  letter  to  him,  of  the  8th  of  July  last,  m  the 

Ex.  Doc.  38 i 
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matter  of  B.  Meyer,  a  copy  of  which  was  immediately  transmitted  to 
the  Department  of  State  by  Mr.  Fay.  In  my  letter  to  the  department 
of  13th  of  July,  (No.  71,)  transmitting  a  copy  of  my  letter  oi  the  8th, 
I  called  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  to  the  subject.  Having  received 
no  instructions,  I  have  supposed  it  was  intended  to  leave  the  matter  in 
my  hands. 

The  case  of  Meyer  was  one  where  the  party  asked  permission  to  visit 
Prussia  without  being  subjected  to  a  fine  and  to  military  service  for 
having  emigrated  without  permission.  The  answer  refuses  this  per- 
mission. 

With  my  letter  of  12th  October,  (No.  89,)  I  ti'ansmitted  a  copy  of  a 
letter  to  Baron  Manteuffel,  in  reference  to  the  case  of  J.  J.  Kracke, 
claiming  to  be  an  American  naturalized  citizen,  and  then  actually  in 
forced  service  in  the  Prussian  army.  This  case  is,  then,  one  in  which 
the  claim  of  the  Prussian  government  is  actually  enforced  and  in  process 
of  execution.  It  remains  to  be  seen  if  this  case  will  be  met  in  the 
same  spirit  as  the  oUier.  I  have  a  clear  opinion  about  this  doctrine  of 
perpetual  allegiance  which  lies  at  the  foundation  of  the  law  and  the 
action  of  Prussia  in  these  cases,  and  at  a  proper  time  I  may  think  it 
my  duty,  unless  otherwise  instructed,  to  express  it  in  a  grave  and  well- 
considered  argument.  ********* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

D.  D.  BARNARD. 

Hon.  Edward  Everett, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Baron  Manteuffel  to  Mr.  Barnard. 

[Translation.] 

Berun,  November  30, 1852. 

Sir:  The  two  letters  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  address  to  me 
on  the  Ist  and  14th  July  last,  relative  to  Mr.  Alexander  Gutowski, 
doctor  of  medicine,  having  given  rise  to  an  exact  investigation  by  the 
competent  authorities,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  minis- 
ter of  the  interior  has  not  found  himself  able  to  consent  that  the  person 
in  question  mav  prolong  his  soiourn  in  the  province  of  Posen,  inas- 
much as  the  information  which  nas  been  gathered  in  regard  to  him  is 
not  favorable  to  him,  and  it  has  been  proved  that  in  his  declarations 
Mr.  Gutowski  has  often  deviated  from  the  truth. 

It  is,  at  the  outset,  uncertain  that  Mr.  Gutowski  was  really  born  in 
Prussia.  The  only  proof  he  has  been  able  to  produce  in  support  of 
this  assertion  is  the  attestation  (here  annexed,  in  German  translation,) 
of  the  curate  Logowski,  who  is  himself  a  Polish  refugee.  According 
to  this  paper,  Gutowski  was  born  the  19th  January,  1816,  at  Mala- 
chowo,  an  estate  in  the  parish  of  Witkowo.  But  this  estate  was  never 
the  nroperty  of  the  Gutowski  family.  It  appears  from  the  note  of  the 
death  of  the  pretended  mother  of  Mr.  Gutowski,  that  such  lady  died 


OF  AMERICAN  QTIZm^S.  51 

the  26th  May,  1822,  aged  fifty-seven  years ;  she  would  then  have  been 
fifty-one  years  old  at  V^e  birth  of  her  son,  which  is,  at  least,  scarcely 
probable.  The  church  of  Witkowo  and  all  its  records  were  reduced 
to  ashes  several  years  ago,  and  since  then  it  has  often  happened  that 
giupected  persons  have  stated  they  were  born  in  this  parish.  Gutowski 
will  not  even  state  the  day  of  his  birth.  He  says  he  quitted  Prussia 
at  ten  or  twelve  years  of  age,  to  ^o  into  the  kingdom  of  Poland ;  that 
he  there  frequented  the  college  of  Lublin,  and  from  there  took  part  in 
the  Polish  insurrection  of  1830-31 ;  that  immediately  afterward  he 
emigrated  to  North  America,  and  only  returned  to  Prussia  in  1861, 
to  ask  from  the  authorities  of  Bromberg  letters  of  naturalization, 
which,  hoivever,  were  refused  to  him. 

If  Mr.  Gutowski  was  in  fact  by  birth  a  Prussian  subject,  which 
Kerns  to  be  very  doubtful,  an  absence  of  more  than  twenty  years  has 
long  since  caused  him  to  lose  that  character ;  so  that,  by  such  title, 
he  has  no  right  he  can  make  available  in  his  favor. 

Kr.  Gutowski  at  first  declared  that  he  continued  in  the  United 
States  from  1831  to  1849.  The  inaccuracy  of  this  assertion  having 
been  shown  to  him,  he  admitted  that  he  had  returned  already  in  1840 
to  France,  to  connect  himself  with  the  Polish  emigration.  In  fact  it 
is  proved  that  Mr.  Gutowski,  in  1846,  was  at  the  head  of  the  commu- 
nist society  known  under  the  name  of  the  "National  Association  ;" 
that  in  1848  he  was  leagued  with  the  democratic  Polish  association. 
This  person  was  also  deputed  in  1848  as  an  emissary  to  Cracow;  sent 
away  by  order  of  the  Austrian  government,  he  went  back  there  in 
1M9,  and  was  again  driven  out.  We  learn  also,  by  an  avowal  of  Mr. 
Zackryewski,  owner  of  the  estate  of  Zabus,  in  the  circle  of  Schrimm, 
(Grand  Duchy  of  Posen,)  that  during  the  winter  of  1847,  1848,  Mr. 
Gatowski  w^as  secreted  at  his  house.  While  this  person  had  previously 
declared  that,  after  his  return  to  the  province  of  Posen,  in  1851,  he 
went  at  once  to  Ruchosin,  it  is  in  prooi  that  he  first  passed  to  Lubes- 
trow,  in  the  district  of  the  regency  of  Bromberg.  Moreover,  that 
property  is  carried  on  by  Roman  Milecki,  a  man  m  ill  repute  for  the 
part  he  took  in  the  troubles  of  1848,  and  who,  besides,  has  often 
received  in  his  house  suspicious  Polish  emigrants.  At  Ruchocin,  Mr. 
Gutowski  has  no  inheritance  to  administer,  nor  any  land  which  has 
descended  to  him  to  take  charge  of;  rather  he  has  bought  a  small 
&nn  for  the  sum  of  three  thousand  crowns,  and  one  cannot  tell  what 
should  induce  him,  a  physician  by  profession,  to  buy  such  a  piece  of 
real  estate. 

The  frequent  associations  Mr.  Gutowski  has  had  with  l^olish  emi- 
grants more  or  less  suspected,  and  the  ill  report  drawn  on  himself  by 
assertions  in  part  false,  in  part  ill  established,  have  induced  the  com- 
petent provincial  authorities  to  send  him  away  without  delay  from  the 
province  of  Posen,  and  the  minister  of  the  interior  regrets  that  he 
does  not  find  himself  in  a  position  to  revoke  this  order. 

Receive,  sir,  with  these  explanations,  the  assurances  of  my  very 

distininiished  consideration. 

MAlsTEUFFEL. 

His  Excellency  Mr.  Barnard, 

c£c.,  dtc.,  Ac. 
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Certificate  of  birth  of  Arthur  Alexander  Rudolph  Von  Outowahi. 

[Translation.] 

ly  at  the  end  undersigned,  certify  that  the  baptismal  certificate  of 
Arthur  Alexander  Budolph  Yon  Gutowski  cannot  be  found  here  in  the 
city  of  Witkowo,  because  on  the  2d  September,  1823,  the  church  and 
parish  records  of  baptism  became  a  prey  to  the  flames. 

According  to  the  statement  of  his  goafather,  Bepemuceno  Yon  Moze- 
zensko^  about  sixty-one  years  old,  from  Przysicka^  in  the  circle  of 
Wongrowiecer,  and  of  the  landlord  and  also  cook  Wajeiech  Zkierski, 
at  Karscwo,  over  sixty  years  old,  the  said  Alexander  Budolph  Yon 
Gutowski  was  born  in  the  village  of  Malachowo,  circle  of  Gnesener,  of 
the  lawfully  married  couple  Katerina,  born  Yon  Koszutska  and  Yalen- 
tin  Yon  Gutowski,  Catholics,  on  the  19th  January,  1816,  and  on  the 
7th  February  of  the  same  year,  baptized  in  the  parish  church  of  Wit- 
kowo.  His  godfather  and  uncle,  in  the  paternal  line,  Lucas  Yon 
Gutowski,  died  in  the  year  1847. 

This  certificate  I,  with  my  own  hand,  undersigned  and  affixed  the 
r^   ^  -,     church  seal,  Witkowo,  the  20th  November,  1851. 
L^- ^J  N.  LEGOWSKI, 

Administraior, 


Mr,  Barnard  to  Mr.  Everett. 

No.  93.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  December  14,  1852. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  to 
me  from  Baron  Manteuffel,  in  reply  to  my  letter  to  him  of  the  3d  of 
August  last,  in  regard  to  the  complaint  of  Christian  George  Born.  It 
will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Yon  Hassenkrug,  the  commissary  of  police  at 
Minden,  has  on  this  complaint  been  removed  from  his  post. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect^  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

D.  D.  BABNABD. 

Hon.  Edward  E\'brett, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Baron  Manteuffel  to  Mr.  Barnard. 

[Translation.] 

Berlin,  December  12,  1852. 

The  reclamation  of  the  merchant.  Christian  George  Bom,  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  which  was  the  subject  of  your  note  of  the  3d  August 
last,  has  given  occasion  for  a  correspondence  with  the  secretary  of  the 
interior,  who  has  made  it  his  duty  to  submit  it  to  an  exact  scrutiny. 
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It  has  been  shown  in  the  first  instance,  that  if  Mr.  Hassenkrug, 
oommissary  of  police  at  Minden,  believed  it  to  be  his  duty  to  searck 
the  baggage  of  Mr.  Born,  the  measures  wieis  induced  by  the  single  con- 
sideration that  the  traveler,  contrary  to  the  existing  regulations,  had 
neglected  to  present  his  passport  for  vise  to  the  competent  authorities 
of  the  towns  in  which  he  had  sojourned  during  the  last  four  weeks  of 
his  stay  in  Prussia.  Motives  for  special  suspicion  have  not  been  par- 
ticularized against  Mr.  Born.  K  this  person  pretends  that  Mr.  Has- 
senkrug  held  in  respect  to  him  an  unbecoming  conduct,  that  is  a 
reproach  which  this  employe  throws  back  upon  him,  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  decide  what  is  true  in  these  reciprocal  accusations ;  but  as  it  is 
a  &ct  that  on  former  occasions  Mr.  de  Hassenkrug  has  been  deficient 
in  those  attentions  which  are  due  to  travelers,  the  secretary  of  the 
interior  has  decided  to  recall  him  from  the  post  he  occupied  at  Minden. 

On  giving  you  these  explanations,  I  have  the  honor  to  offer  to  you, 
lir,  the  assurance  of  my  very  distinguished  consideration. 

MANTEUFFEL. 

His  Excellency  Mr.  Barnard,  <£c.,  dkc.j  dkc. 


Mr,  Everett  to  Mr.  Barnard. 

[Extract.] 

No.  23.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  January  14, 1853. 

Sir:  Your  dispatches,  with  those  of  Mr.  Fay,  up  to  No.  95,  have 
been  duly  received.  The  press  of  business  upon  the  department  since 
I  entered  it  has  been  such  as  to  prevent  an  earlier  reply  to  any  of  your 
communications. 

The  question  raised  in  the  cases  of  Meyer  and  Kracke,  and  other 
similar  ones^  has  received  the  particular  attention  of  the  President. 
They  are  certainly  cases  of  sufiering  and  hardship  to  those  individuals, 
from  which  this  government,  in  consideration  of  their  quality  as  nat- 
uralized citizens,  would  gladly  procure  them  relief.     Within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States,  naturalized  and  native  citizens  possess  the 
same  rights,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  which  the  government  will  protect 
them.     It  vnW  also'extena  to  them  in  foreign  countries,  and  in  the 
pursuit  of  their  lawful  business,  the  same  protection  which  it  would 
extend  to  native  citizens  under  similar  circumstances.     There  are, 
however,  some  points  in  which  the  positions  of  the  naturalized  and 
native  citizens  are  necessarily  diiGTerent,  and  in  these  points  the  Presi- 
dent thinks  the  true  solution  of  the  difficulty  in  such  cases  as  those  of 
Keyer  and  Kracke  is  to  be  sought. 

the  doctrine  of  inalienable  allegiance  is  no  doubt  attended  with 
great  practical  difficulties.  It  has  been  affirmed  by  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  and  by  more  than  one  of  the  State  courts ;  but  the 
naturalization  laws  of  the  United  States  certainly  assume  that  a  person 
can,  by  his  own  acts,  divest  himself  of  the  allegiance  under  which  he 
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was  bom,  and  contract  a  new  allegiance  to  a  foreign  power.  Bat, 
until  this  new  allegiance  is  contract^,  he  must  be  considered  as  bound 
by  his  allegiance  to  the  government  under  which  he  was  born,  and 
subject  to  its  laws ;  and  this  undoubted  principle  seems  to  have  its 
direct  application  in  the  present  cases. 

The  Prussian  government  requires  of  all  its  subjects  a  certain  amount 
of  military  service.  However  onerous  this  requirement  may  be,  it  is 
urely  a  matter  of  domestic  policy,  in  which  no  foreign  government 
as  a  right  to  interfere.  It  appears  that  there  is  no  exemption  from 
the  obligation  to  render  this  service  in  favor  of  persons  wishing  to  leave 
the  country,  unless  they  apply  for  and  receive  from  the  proper  autho- 
rities what  is  termed  '  *  a  certificate  of  emigration. ' '  This  ' '  emigration 
certificate"  seems,  like  an  ordinary  passport,  to  be  granted  as  a  matter 
of  course  on  application.  When  the  vast  extent  of  the  Prussian  mili- 
tary establishment  is  considered,  and  its  importance  in  the  monarchy, 
such  a  regulation,  in  reference  to  persons  wishing  to  emigrate,  who,  as 
you  are  aware,  now  amount  to  many  thousands  annually,  cannot  be 
regarded  as  otherwise  than  liberal.     But  even  if  a  different  system 

Srevailed,  and  if  the  previous  rendition  of  a  certain  amount  of  military 
uty  were  made  the  condition  sine  tpia  non  of  granting  the  ''emigra- 
tion certificate,"  however  oppressive  the  rule  might  be,  a  foreign 
government  could  have  no  right  to  interfere  with  its  execution. 

If,  then,  a  Prussian  subject,  born  and  living  under  this  state  of  law, 
chooses  to  emigrate  to  a  foreign  country  without  obtaining  the  ''certifi- 
cate "  which  alone  can  discharge  him  from  the  obligation  of  military 
service,  he  takes  that  step  at  his  own  risk.  He  elects  to  go  abroad 
under  the  burden  of  a  duty  which  he  owes  to  his  government.  His 
departure  is  of  the  nature  of  an  escape  from  her  laws,  and  if  at  any 
subsequent  period  he  is  indiscreet  enough  to  return  to  his  native  country, 
he  cannot  complain  if  those  laws  are  executed  to  his  disadvantage.  His 
case  resembles  that  of  a  soldier  or  sailor  enlisted  by  conscription,  or 
other  compulsory  process,  in  the  army  or  navy.  If  he  should  desert  the 
service  of  his  country,  and  thereby  render  himself  amenable  to  military 
law,  no  one  would  expect  that  he  could  return  to  his  native  land  and 
bid  defiance  to  its  laws,  because  in  the  meantime  he  might  have  become 
a  naturalized  citizen  of  a  foreign  State. 

It  may  be  thought  that  this  doctrine  would  expose  our  naturalized 
fellow-citizens  to  the  danger  of  being  reclaimed  and  given  up  as  fugitives 
from  justice.  This,  however,  is  by  no  means  the  case.  It  is  unneces- 
sary to  say  that  there  is  no  extradition  of  fiigitives  except  for  the  offenses 
specified  in  the  conventions  under  which  it  takes  place.  Escape  from 
the  obligation  to  render  military  service  is  not  one  of  these  offenses, 
and  certainly  never  would  be  provided  for  in  any  extradition  convention 
concluded  by  the  United  States.  It  may  be  added  that  the  convention 
for  extradition  negotiated  between  the  United  States  and  Prussia  on 
her  own  behalf  and  that  of  the  other  German  States,  which  now  awaits 
the  action  of  the  Senate,  makes  an  exception  of  the  case  of  citizens  of 
the  country  on  whose  government  the  requisition  is  made,  who  are  not 
to  be  delivered  up  even  for  the  offenses  named ;  and  this  stipulation 
(though  the  case  has  not  arisen)  would  be  undoubtedly  held  to  apply 
to  naturalized  as  well  as  native  citizens.     For  these  reasons,  and  with- 
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« 

out  entering  into  any  discossion  of  the  Question  of  perpetual  allegiance, 
the  President  is  of  opinion,  that  if  a  subject  of  Prussia,  lying  under  a 
legal  obligation  in  tnat  country  to  perform  a  certain  amount  of  military 
duty,  leaves  his  native  land,  and  without  performing  that  duty  or 
obtaining  the  prescribed  "certificate  of  emigration,"  comes  to  the 
United  States  and  is  naturalized,  and  afterwards  for  any  purposes 
whatever  ^oes  back  to  Prussia,  it  is  not  competent  for  the  United  States 
to  protect  him  from  the  operation  of  the  Prussian  law.  The  case  may 
be  one  of  great  hardship,  especially  if  the  omission  to  procure  the  cer- 
tificate arose  from  inadvertence  or  ignorance ;  but  this  fact,  though  a 
just  ground  of  sympathy,  does  not  alter  the  case  as  one  of  international 
law. 

The  view  of  the  subject  here  presented  is  the  same  which  was  taken 
by  my  predecessor  in  reference  to  a  subject  of  France,  who,  after  having 
been  naturalized  in  the  United  States,  inquired  if  on  his  return  to 
France  he  would  be  protected  from  the  operation  of  the  French  law  by 
an  American  passport.  The  answer  of  Mr.  Webster  to  the  inquiry  is 
subjoined. 

Although  there  is  some  diversity  of  circumstances  in  the  cases  which 
have  from  time  to  time  been  presented  for  your  consideration,  it  is 
believed  that  the  principles  of  the  present  letter  will  apply  to  them  all. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,     ^^^^^^^ 

EDWAED  EVERETT. 
D.  D.  Barnard^  Esq.,  cfec,  cfec,  Berlin. 


Department  op  State, 

Washingtony  Jvne  1, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  to  Mr.  Beddall 
of  the  28th  ultimo,  inquiring  whether  Mr.  Victor  B.  Depierre,  a 
native  of  France,  but  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States,  can 
expect  the  protection  of  this  government  in  that  country,  when  pro- 
ceeding thither  with  a  passport  from  this  department.  In  reply,  I 
have  to  inform  you,  that  if,  as  is  understood  to  be  the  fact,  the  govern- 
ment of  France  does  not  acknowledge  the  right  of  natives  of  that 
country  to  renounce  their  allegiance,  it  may  lawfully  claim  their 
senrices  when  found  within  French  jurisdiction. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  WEBSTEB. 

J.  B.  Nones,  Esq.,  New  York. 


Mr.  Barnard  to  Mr,  Everett. 

[Extract.] 


No.  106.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Berlin^  February  8,  1853. 

8m:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch. 
No.  23,  which  refers  to  and  determines  the  question  raised  in  the  cases 
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of  Meyer  and  Kracke,  and  some  others,  in  regard  to  the  competenqr 
of  the  United  States  to  protect  a  naturalized  citizen,  or  native  subject 
of  Prussia,  who,  lying  under  a  legal  obligation  in  that  country  to 
perform  a  certain  amount  of  military  duty,  has  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  without  a  permit  of  emigration,  leaving  that  duty 
unperformed,  and  who,  going  back  to  his  native  land,  is  there  sub- 
jected to  the  operation  of  the  Prussian  law. 

The  opinion  and  decision  of  the  President,  which  is  against  the 
competency  of  the  United  States  to  protect  a  citizen  thus  situated, 
will,  of  course^  govern  my  action  in  all  cases  of  this  description 
referred  to.  The  department  will  not  doubt  that  it  must  be  a  sensible 
relief  to  me  to  have  this  question  definitively  settled  by  its  authority. 

^^  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

D.  D.  BARNARD. 
Hon.  Mr.  Everett, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Barnard  to  Mr,  Everett, 

No.  108.]  Legation  op  the  Uotted  States, 

Berliuy  February  15,  1853. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter 
addressed  by  me  to  the  Prussian  minister  of  foreign  aiOTairs  in  regard 
to  the  case  of  Kracke,  and  on  the  general  subject  of  the  unhappy 
condition  of  our  naturalized  citizens,  natives  oi  Prussia,  who,  with 
small  blame,  or  no  blame  at  all,  have  emigrated  without  permission, 
and,  on  their  return  here,  are  seized  for  Prussian  soldiers. 

I  thought  it  due  to  the  Prussian  government,  after  the  letters  which 
I  had  addressed  to  it  in  several  cases — those  of  Hermann  and  Meyer, 
and  this  of  Kracke — that  I  should  state  to  it  frankly  and  explicitly 
the  doctrine  held  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  on  the 
general  subject,  as  communicated  to  me  in  your  dispatch  of  the  14th 
of  January,  (No.  23 ;)  and  I  thought  it  due  at  the  same  time  to  the 
United  States  and  to  the  class  of  citizens  concerned  that  Prussia  should 
understand  that,  while  her  legal  rights  in  the  premises  were  conceded, 
there  was  a  question  of  humanity  involved,  which  we  do  not,  and 
should  not,  lose  sight  of;  that  we  must  not  be  understood  as  wholly 
abandoning  the  suiGTerers,  or  as  taking  no  further  interest  in  them; 
and  that  in  proper  cases  appealing  to  our  just  sympathies  as  a  govern- 
ment and  people,  we  must  be  allowed  to  make  our  voice  heard  in  a 
respectful  manner  in  their  behalf.  The  case  of  Kracke  being  still 
undecided  and  long  delayed,  alGTorded  me  a  proper  occasion  for  writing 
this  letter  to  the  minister. 

Very  erroneous  opinions  are  entertained  in  the  United  States  on  the 
general  subject  discussed  and  settled  in  your  dispatch  to  me,  (No.  23) — 
opinions  which  expose  many  of  our  people  to  involve  themselves  in 
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serious  difficulty,  and  give  the  government  much  inconvenience. 
Would  it  not  be  well  that  the  government  should  frankly  make  the 
country  acquainted  with  its  views  on  the  subject?  The  publication  of 
your  dispatch  and  a  portion  of  the  recent  corresponaence  of  this 
legation^  relating  to  the  same  subject,  (for  example,  the  letter  now 
sent  you  and  that  directed  to  Mr.  King  for  the  government  of  Bremen, 
in  the  case  of  C!onrad  Schmidt,  if  approved  by  the  department,)  would 
show  what  attitude  had  been  taken  by  the  government,  and  enable  our 
people  to  govern  themselves  accordingly.  I  respectfully  make  the 
suggestion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

D.  D.  BARNAKD. 

Hon.  Edward  Everett, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Barnard  to  Baron  Manteuffd. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Berlin y  February  J5,  1853. 

MoNSDEUR  LE  Baron  :  In  my  letter  to  your  excellency  of  the  9th  of 
October,  1852,  asking  for  the  discharge  of  John  Joseph  Kracke  from  the 
Prussian  army,  I  took  occasion  to  remark  that  in  maidng  that  request  I 
I  wished  to  avoid  all  reference  to  the  abstract  question  of  the  right  of 
sovereignty  which  might  be  supposed  to  be  involved  in  the  case.  I  said 
also  that  I  wished  it  to  be  understood  that  I  was  aware  of  the  importance, 
in  a  military  point  of  view,  which  the  government  of  his  Majesty  might 
attach  to  the  laws  of  Prussia  which  regulate  and  control  the  emigra- 
tion of  his  Majesty's  subjects.  But  I  abstained  at  that  time,  as  I  had 
done  on  previous  occasions,  from  speaking  explicitly  on  the  question 
of  the  right  of  Prussia  to  bring  under  the  operation  of  her  military 
laws  her  native  subjects,  who,  having  emigrated  without  permits  of 
emigration,  leaving  unperformed  the  military  service  to  which  they 
were  legally  bound,  and  having  become  naturalized  in  the  United 
States  as  citizens  of  that  country,  afterwards  return  to  their  native 
land,  and  so  fall  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  their  original  sovereign.  I 
did  not  dispute  the  right  of  Prussia  in  these  ciwes,  though  I  did  not  in 
terms  admit  it.  On  a  question  of  so  much  delicacy  and  importance  I 
wished  to  speak  only  under  the  authority  and  advice  of  my  govern- 
ment. This  I  am  now  about  to  do,  and  it  is  in  accordance  with 
that  spirit  of  perfect  frankness  which  it  is  the  policy  and  practice  of 
my  government  to  observe  in  all  its  relations  with  foreign  powers, 
that  I  make  to  your  excellency  the  present  communication. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  considers  that  the  laws  of 
Prussia,  which  require  a  certain  amount  of  military  service  of  its  sub- 
jects, and  which  prescribes  the  conditions  in  reference  to  this  military 
service  on  which  emigration  is  permitted,  are  a  matter  of  domestic 
policy  in  which  no  foreign  government  has  a  right  to  interfere.     It 
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considers  also  that,  if  a  Prussian  subject,  born  and  living  under  this 
state  of  law^  emigrates  to  a  foreign  country,  without  a  compliance  with 
those  conditions  which  alone  can  discharge  him  from  the  obligation 
of  military  service,  he  takes  that  step  at  his  own  personal  risk.  Going 
abroad  under  the  burden  of  a  duty  still  due  to  his  native  sovereign, 
his  unauthorized  emigration  is  in  the  nature  of  an  escape  from  that 
duty,  and  from  the  laws  which  prescribe  and  enforce  it,  and  he  remains 
liable,  in  spite  of  any  contract  he  may  enter  into  in  the  meantime  of 
new  allegiance  to  a  foreign  power,  to  have  these  laws  executed  against 
him  whenever  he  returns  within  the  territorial  limits  and  jurisdiction 
of  his  native  country.  In  the  case,  therefore,  of  a  subject  of  Prussia, 
lying  under  a  legal  obligation  to  perform  in  that  country  a  certain 
amount  of  military  service,  who  leaves  his  native  land,  and,  without 
performing  that  service,  or  obtaining  a  permit  of  emigration,  as  the 
law  of  that  country  prescribes,  goes  to  the  United  States,  and  is  there 
naturalized,  and  afterwards  comes  back  to  Prussia,  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  leaving  the  question  of  perpetual  or  disputed 
allegiance  wholly  untouched,  does  not  claim  that  it  is  competent  for  it 
to  interpose  to  protect  him  from  the  operation  of  the  Prussian  law. 

Having  made  this  plain  and  explicit  avowal  and  free  concession,  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  as  to  the  legal  right  of  Prussia  in  cases 
such  as  I  have  described,  it  is  my  duty,  at  the  same  time,  to  say  that 
the  United  States  can  never  fail  to  feel  the  deepest  sympathy  in  behalf 
of  the  naturalized  citizens  of  that  country,  who  have,  at  the  time  of 
their  emigration,  from  mere  inadvertence  or  ignorance,  or  from  the 
neglect  or  fault  of  others,  failed  to  procure  the  proper  permission  for 
that  purpose,  and  who,  therefore,  on  returning  to  Prussia,  wholly  un- 
conscious either  of  offense  or  of  danger,  are  seized  and  placed  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Prussian  army.  So  much,  at  least,  is  due  to  them  from 
the  country  of  their  adoption,  and  it  can  hardly  be  expected  that  the 
earnest  expression  of  this  sympathy  in  their  behalf  should  be  withheld 
from  the  Prussian  government,  or  that  the  United  States  should  ab- 
stain from  urging  on  its  attention  considerations  for  the  relief  of  these 
unhappy  persons,  such  as  one  friendly  power  may  properly  address  to 
another,  m  a  matter  of  so  much  interest. 

Your  excellency  is  aware  that  a  vast  tide  of  emigration  is  constantly 
setting  from  the  Old  World  to  the  New.  This  tide  is  as  natural  and 
irresistible  as  the  flow  of  the  Gulf  Stream.  It  cannot  be  prevented 
nor  diverted,  and  every  new  facility  given  to  land  and  ocean  travel, 
and  to  the  circulation  of  property,  information,  and  ideas,  adds  volume 
and  vastness  to  this  perpetual  movement.  This  tide  tends  mainly  to 
the  United  States,  and  the  United  States  accept  without  hesitation 
their  full  share  of  whatever  there  may  be  in  it  of  good  or  of  evil,  of 
present  effect,  or  of  eventual  influence  on  the  destiny  of  nations  or  of 
mankind. 

After  a  fltting  and  sufficient  probation,  foreigners  who  desire  it  are 
admitted  in  the  United  States  to  the  full  rights  of  citizenship,  nor 
does  the  government  stop  to  inquire  whether  one  or  another  of  the 
hundreds  of  thousands  who  come  annually  to  its  shores  may  or  may 
not  have  emigrated  without  permission  of  his  original  sovereign.  If 
the  emigration  is  not  prevented,  we  conclude  it  is  permitted.     What 
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we  know  is,  that  in  a  vast  many  cages  the  emigrant  comes  from  a 
oonntrj  where  he  lacked  employment  and  bread  to  one  where  he  is 
pretty  sure  of  finding  both;   he  changes  a  condition  of  want  and 
wretchedness  for  one  of  comfort  and  often  of  prosperity.     And  the 
considerations  must  be  obvious  why  no  question  can  be  made  in  the 
United  States  of  forcing  such  persons  back  to  their  former  country ,  or 
of  not  admitting  them^  at  a  proper  time^  to  citizenship.     Becoming 
citizens  y  they  are  incorporated  with  the  body  of  our  people^  and  thence- 
forward the  government  knows  no  distinction  between  them  and  native- 
born  subjects  in  the  duty  and  affection  with  which  it  cherishes  and  pro- 
tects them.    At  home  and  abroad  it  throws  its  protection  around  them. 
The  single  exception,  if  it  be  an  exception,  to  the  universality  of  this 
protection  is  that  which  has  been  stated  and  admitted  in  this  letter, 
arising  in  cases  where  the  government  considers  that  the  parties  them- 
selves, by  their  own  act,  ana  by  a  fault  or  a  misfortune  of  their  own,  are 
placed,  for  the  time  being,  beyond  the  reach  of  its  jurisdiction  and 
authority  as  their  proper  sovereign.     But  even  here  the  government 
sees  among  these  cases  at  least  instances  in  which  it  does  not  fail  to 
follow  the  individuals  implicated  with  its  earnest  sympathy,  though  it 
can  no  longer  cover  them  with  the  strong  arm  of  its  power.    Every 
one  of  the  cases  which  I  have  had  occasion  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
Pmssian  government  were  of  this  description.     I  refer  to  those  of 
Christian  Hormann,  of  B.  Meyer,  and  of  J.  J.  Kracke. 

Tour  excellency  is  acquainted  with  these  cases.  The  United  States 
do  not  deny  the  legal  right  of  Prussia  to  deal  with  them  in  its  own 
way,  under  its  laws.  And  considering  the  vast  extent,  and  the  vast 
importance  to  the  monarchy  of  the  Prussian  military  establishment, 
the  United  States  are  happy  to  see  and  recognize  a  very  creditable 
degree  of  liberality  in  the  legal  regulations  of  the  kingdom  in  reference 
to  persons  wishing  to  emigrate.  It  is  undoubtedly  the  duty  of  every 
subject  of  his  Majesty  to  comply  with  these  regulations.  But  the  cases 
to  which  I  have  adverted  show  that  there  may  be  failures  to  comply 
with  these  regulations,  with  scarcely  a  shadow  of  ground  for  an  impu- 
tation of  personal  blame  to  the  individual  on  whom  the  law  is  made  to 
operate  in  the  way  of  a  most  severe  and  terrible  punishment.  It  is  a 
great  hardship,  if  fitilufe  in  the  observance  of  a  legal  duty,  from  mere 
want  of  knowledge,  or  want  of  thought,  must  needs  be  visited  with 
such  punishments.  The  hardship,  ii  it  must  be  characterized  by  so 
mUd  a  term,  is  much  greater  if  the  punishment  is  inflicted  vicariously 
on  one  person  for  the  mult  of  another,  as  where  the  omission  to  comply 
with  a  legal  regulation  has  been  wholly  the  fault  of  a  parent,  and  the 
unhappy  child,  grown  to  a  man,  receives  the  punishment. 

I  am  aware  that,  in  form,  the  condemnation  in  these  cases  follows 
the  neglect  of  the  party  to  appear  at  the  period  legally  assigned  for  the 
commencement  of  the  tour  of  military  service,  in  obedience  to  the  sum- 
mons issued  for  that  purpose.  I  do  not  suppose,  however,  that  the 
authorities  expect  that  this  summons  shall  reach  the  party  on  the  other 
aide  of  the  Atlantic,  or,  if  it  does,  that  he  will  voluntarily  relinquish 
property,  ianily,  business,  and  the  distant  country,  where  he  has  been, 
or  is  about  to  be,  adopted  as  a  citizen,  to  become  a  soldier  in  the  land 
of  his  birth,  to  which,  in  the  meantime,  he  has  renounced,  or  is  about 
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to  renounce,  so  far  at  least  as  his  will  may  go,  all  allegiance.  When, 
therefore,  on  his  return,  for  some  temporary  purpose,  to  his  former 
home,  unaware  of  danger^  he  is  seized  as  a  delinquent,  his  whole  offense 
relates  back  to  the  omission  to  ask  originally  for  leave  to  emigrate. 
That  is  the  substance  of  the  charge  against  him.  If  this  permission 
had  been  obtained,  which,  in  every  one  of  the  cases  I  have  referred  to, 
would  have  been  had  for  the  asking,  the  party  would  never  have  been 
summoned  as  a  soldier ;  not  having  been  obtained,  the  summons  issues 
and  the  legal  consequences  follow. 

And  the  whole  of  these  consequences,  the  military  service  as  well  as 
the  fine,  so  far  at  least  as  the  individual  is  affected  by  them,  are,  as  I 
have  characterized  them,  in  the  nature  of  a  punishment. 

The  Prussian  government  itself  looks  upon  the  matter  in  this  light. 
In  the  letter  which  your  excellency  addressed  to  this  legation  in  regard 
to  the  case  of  B.  Meyer,  dated  the  22d  of  October  last,  it  was  remarked 
that  ^4n  such  cases  it  was  less  a  question  of  seizing  a  person  to  incor- 
porate him  in  the  army,  than  to  maintain  the  respect  due  to  the  law 
and  to  insure  its  execution."  It  must  necessarily  be  so.  I  suppose 
the  cases  are  comparatively  rare  of  emigration  without  permission, 
and  it  must  be  still  more  rare  that  persons  who  have  thus  emigrated 
venture  back  within  the  limits  of  Prussia ;  hardly  ever,  perhaps,  where 
the  legal  regulations  on  the  subject  have  been  intentionally  violated. 
A  single  soldier  thus  added  once  in  a  year  or  two,  or  perhaps  only 
once  in  three  or  four  years^  to  the  large  army  of  Prussia,  could  hardly 
be  accounted  as  of  much  importance  in  itself,  and  especially  when  that 
soldier  is  performing  a  forced  service,  with  his  home  and  his  heart  in 
another  and  a  distant  country.  When  such  a  service  is  exacted,  with 
the  avowed  purpose  of  maintaining  the  respect  due  to  the  law,  it  is 
plain  that  the  service  is  a  punishment,  which  is  inflicted  on  the  indi- 
vidual mainly  with  a  view  to  its  moral  effect,  in  order  that  others  may 
be  deterred  from  the  like  offense  of  leaving  the  country  without  per- 
mission. And  I  am  free  to  confess  that  a  certain  moral  effect  of  this 
sort  would  hardly  fail  to  follow,  though  unhappily,  in  such  cases  as  I 
have  named,  it  must  necessarily  be  attended  with  another  and  a  very 
different  moral  effect,  if  not  in  his  original  country,  certainly  in  that 
of  his  adoption,  among  his  family,  and  friends;  and  fellow-citizens,  to 
whom  the  sad  intelligence  of  his  sufferings  is  sure  to  become  known. 
There,  at  least,  the  punishment  will  be  regarded  as  one  of  great  and 
unmerited  severity,  whatever  may  be  the  political  necessities  to  justify 
it  in  the  estimation  of  Prussia. 

His  home  is  in  another  country ;  there  he  has  his  habitation,  his 
familjr,  his  property,  his  business,  and  his  friends ;  there  center  all  his 
affections  and  all  his  interests ;  and  he  has  no  sentiment  of  loyalty  in 
his  heart  to  any  sovereign  or  any  government  on  earth  out  of  his  new 
country ;  nor  is  it  possible  for  him  to  feel  any  sense  of  obligation  to 
serve  any  other  country  or  any  other  sovereign ;  and  all  that  he  pos- 
sesses, and  all  that  he  holds  dear,  all  that  he  has  and  almost  all  that 
he  hopes  for  in  life,  are  sacrificed,  at  least  for  the  time,  in  the  forced 
service  to  which  he  is  subjected.  It  is  impossible  that  he  and  those 
who  take  an  interest  in  him  should  not  regard  his  punishment  as  one 
of  awful  severity  and  terribly  disproportioned — I  speak  of  cases  of 
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involmitarj  omission  to  procure  a  permit  of  emigration — ^to  any  fault 
or  blame  which  could  he  justly  imputed  to  him. 

Now  what  I  have  desired  to  say,  and  to  show  your  excellency,  in 
the  observations  I  have  made  at  such  considerable  length,  is  that  the 
cases  about  which  I  have  been  speaking  are  such  as  call  for  the  just 
and  necessary  sympathy  of  my  government,  and  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  the  expression  of  that  sympathy  on  proper 
occasions,  and  in  proper  and  courteous  language,  and  of  the  sentiments 
and  wishes  to  which  it  must  give  rise,  is  due  from  the  United  States  to 
his  Majesty's  government.  If  the  Prussian  government  shall  still  be 
of  opinion,  after  all  has  been  heard  and  considered,  that  it  is  a  point 
so  vital  to  the  monarchy  that  the  laws  which  regulate  the  emigration 
of  the  subject  (which,  for  a  military  country  like  Prussia,  are  not  re- 
garded as  harsh  or  severe  in  themselves)  demand  that  their  execution 
should  be  enforced  by  rigid  and  inexorable  exaction  in  cases  of  alleged 
delinauency,  such  as  this  letter  refers  to,  in  such  an  alternative,  I  have 
alreaay  informed  your  excellency  that  the  United  States  do  not  deny 
the  legal  rights  of  Prussia  in  the  premises,  and  that — strong  as  is  the 
interest  which  both  government  and  people  feel,  and  will  always  feel, 
in  behalf  of  the  sufferers,  citizens  of  that  country  still,  in  spite  of  the 
remnant  of  authority  which  Prussia  is  entitled,  and  accidentally 
enabled,  to  exercise  over  them — my  government  disclaims  any  power 
or  competency  on  its  part  to  interfere  to  protect  those  unhappy  persons 
from  the  operation  of  the  Prussian  laws.  But  for  this  very  reason,  the 
necessity  is  all  the  stronger,  and  the  propriety  the  more  apparent  and 
nrgent,  why  the  government  of  the  United  States  should  urge  on  the 
attention  of  his  liu^esty's  government  such  considerations  in  behalf  of 
these  persons  as  may  seem  to  it  calculated  to  induce  some  relaxation 
of  the  rigorous  policy  now  pursued  towards  them.  And  in  doing  this, 
considering  the  relation  in  which  it  stands  to  these  persons,  no  appre- 
hension is  entertained  that  any  just  ground  can  be  found  for  imputing 
to  it  a  proceeding  which  'Hhe  sense  of  its  own  dignity" — I  quote  from 
your  excellency's  letter  already  referred  to  of  the  22d  of  October — 
should  have  hindered  it  from  adopting. 

I  am  not  without  hope,  notwithstanding  the  ill  success  which  has 
attended  my  previous  efforts  on  this  subject,  that  his  Majesty's  govern- 
ment may  be  led  to  consider  whether  it  is  not  possible  that  the  strict  and 
rigorous  enforcement  of  its  laws  in  this  regard  may  be  dispensed  with, 
or  at  least  modified  and  relaxed  in  behalf  of  persons  in  the  condition 
of  those  whose  cases  I  have  had  occasion  to  bring  to  its  notice,  without 
impairing  the  proper  and  necessary  autflority  of  those  laws,  or  the 
efficiency  of  the  military  system  of  the  monarchy.  If  this  should  be 
so,  I  can  only  assure  your  excellency  that  the  result  would  be  received 
by  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States  with  the  highest 
satisfaction. 

I  beg  leave  to  remind  your  excellency,  in  concluding  this  letter,  that 
it  is  now  four  months  since  the  case  of  Kracke  was^  brought  by  me  to 
the  notice  of  his  Majesty's  government.  He  continues  in  the  same 
lamentable  state  of  mental  distress,  into  which  he  was  originally 
plunged  by  his  arrest  and  forced  service  in  the  Prussian  army,  and, 
though  he  feels  the  silence  of  the  government  in  regard  to  him  to  be 
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ominous,  he  does  not  yield  the  hope  that,  by  his  Majesty's  clemency, 
or  otherwise,  he  may  be  set  free,  and  allowe«l  to  depart  to  the  United 
States.  Since  I  have  seen  the  Prussian  law  of  1842,  regulating  the 
emigration  of  the  king's  subjects,  I  have  thought  it  quite  probable  that 
the  investigations  of  the  Prussian  authorities  into  Kracke's  case  would 
relieve  his  Majesty's  government  from  all  embarrassment  in  regard  to 
him,  by  showing  that  he  had  been  continuouslv  absent  from  Prussia 
for  ten  years,  and  was  therefore,  by  the  terms  of  the  Prussian  law^  no 
longer  to  be  regarded  as  in  any  respect  a  Prussian  subject.  But  if 
this  &ct  be  so,  certainly  no  time  should  be  lost  in  setting  this  man  at 
liberty. 

I  seize  this  occasion  to  assure  your  excellency  of  my  very  high  and 
distinguished  consideration. 

D.  D.  BABNABD. 

His  Excellency  Baron  Von  Manteufpbl, 

'  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 


Mr.  Barnard  to  Mr.  Marcy, 

[Extract.] 

No.  119.]  ^Lboation  of  thb  United  States, 

Berlin^  March  22,  1853. 

I  inclose,  also,  copies  of  two  letters  from  the  Prussian  minister  of 
foreign  affairs,  in  reference  to  the  case  of  John  Joseph  Kracke,  the  one 
of  later  date  being  in  reply  to  my  letter  to  the  minister,  of  the  15th  of 
February,  1853,  (vide  my  No.  108  to  the  department,)  on  the  general 
subject  of  the  forced  service  of  German- American  citizens  in  the  Prussian 
army.  With  these,  I  send  also  a  copy  of  another  letter,  which  I  have 
addressed  to  Baron  Manteuffel,  in  regard  to  the  case  of  Kracke,  again 
urging  his  release  from  the  Prussian  army. 

I  am  not  without  hope  of  eventual  success  in  this  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,*  your  obedient'ser- 
vant, 

D.  D.  BARNARD. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  of  State. 


Baron  Manteuffel  to  Mr.  Barnard. 

[Translation.] 

Berlin,  February  22,  1853. 

The  letter  which  you  were  pleased  to  address  to  me,  the  9th  October^ 
last  year,  on  the  affair  of  one  named  John  Joseph  Kracke,  a  Prussian 
subject,  who  caused  himself  to  be  naturalized  in  the  United  States  be- 
fore he  had  discharged  his  military  obligations  in  his  native  country, 
has  given  place  to  a  correspondence  with  the  ministers  of  war  and  in- 
terior, as  well  as  with  the  competent  provincial  authorities. 
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The  circumstances  under  which  the  said  Kracke  left  the  King's  ter- 
ritory have  been  maturely  considered ;  they  have,  however,  been  found 
to  be  such,  that  the  government  does  not  find  itself  in  condition  to 
exempt  him  from  military  service,  to  which  he  was  subjected  after  his 
reentry  into  Prussia. 

I  will  permit  myself,  sir,  to  present  to  you  the  facts,  such  as  they 
are,  stated  in  the  report  of  the  provincial  councilor,  of  the  circle  of 
Tecklenburg. 

The  individual  in  question  was  botn  the  9th  February,  1828,  at 
Becke,  in  Westphalia.  It  was  his  duty,  then,  to  have  placed  himself 
nnder  the  banners  in  1846 ;  but  that  very  year  he  passed  over  secretly 
to  the  United  States,  after  having  worked  during  several  years  in  Hol- 
land as  a  blacksmith.  It  was  only  two  years  afterwards,  in  1847,  that 
his  parents  followed  him  there,  without  having  asked  for  either  pass- 

Crt  or  permit  of  emigration,  which,  for  that  matter,  would  not  nave 
en  granted,  after  the  evasion  of  their  son.  He,  not  having  answered 
the  summons  when,  in  1845,  he  was  cited  before  the  proper  military 
authority,  was  necessarily  to  be  regarded  as  refractory.  Nothing,  then, 
more  natural  than  that,  upon  his  return  to  the  province,  in  the  autumn 
of  1852,  he  was  arrested  and  incorporated  in  the  army. 

You  will  be  convinced  by  this  exposition,  sir,  that  the  said  Kracke 
has  no  right  to  demand  the  severence  of  the  ties  which  bind  him  to  his 
native  country,  before  he  fulfills  the  obligations  which  are  imposed 
upon  him  as  a  Prussian  subject  Moreover,  there  exists  no  motive  of 
equity  or  humanity  which  can  be  invoked  in  his  favor.  Kracke,  hav- 
ing  emigrated  to  America  in  the  very  year  when  he  was  about  to  be 
summoned  to  the  standard,  it  is  evident  he  only  acted  so  in  the  sole 
intention  to  withdraw  himself  from  the  military  service  in  Prussia. 
Without  doubt,  this  person  sets  forth  in  the  petition  he  has  addressed 
to  you,  that  he  was  risking  the  loss  of  his  real  estate  in  America,  if  he 
should  be  obliged  to  serve  during  three  years  in  the  army.  But  this 
assertion  deserves  no  credence.  It  follows,  from  an  interrogation  to 
which  the  said  Krache  was  subjected  at  Wesel,  on  the  Tth  December 
last,  that  his  sole  property  in  America  consisted  in  a  house,  slightly 
mortgaged,  in  Cincinnati ;  and  that,  on  setting  out  for  Germany,  he 
had  £rected  his  brother  to  let  such  house.  It  seems,  then,  the  real 
estate  of  Krache  could  well  be  turned  to  account,  until  his  return,  by 
his  brothers  and  sisters,  almost  all  of  them  living  in  Cincinnati,  who 
are  under  much  obligation  to  him,  and  certainly  would  neglect  nothing 
for  the  security  of  his  property.  In  these  circumstances,  the  royti 
government  believes  it  to  be  a  duty  to  hesitate  the  more  from  releasing 
this  individual  from  the  military  service,  as  it  behooves  it  to  give  an 
example  to  hinder  ((especially  at  a  moment  when  emigration  to  Amer- 
ica is  on  the  increase)  young  people  from  breaking  arbitrarily,  and 
without  discharging  duties  imposed  by  their  condition  as  Prussian 
subjects,  the  ties  which  bind  them  to  their  country. 

Accept  on  this  occasion,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

MANTEUFFEL. 

His  Excellency  Mr.  Barnabd,  (fee,  dtc,  &c. 
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Baron  Manteuffd  to  Mr.  Barnard. 

[Translation.] 

Berlin,  February  28,  1853.        I 

Sir:  I  have  seen  with  lively  satisfaction,  by  your  letter  of  the  16th     ^ 
of  this  month,  that  as  regards  ri^hty  the  government  of  the  United     ^ 
States  fully  participates  in  the  opinion  announced  in  my  note  of  22d 
October  last,  in  accordance  witn  which   his  Majesty's  government 
believes  itself  fully  authorized,  where  a  Prussian  subject  has  caused 
himself  to  be  naturalized  in  the  United  States  before  having  satisfied     ^ 
his  military  obligations  to  Prussia,  and  without  having  obtained  an 
emigration  permit,  to  enrol  him  under  her  standard,  if  he  returns  to 
his  former  country.     If  then  such  a  case  should  again  present  itself    . 
in  which  the  Prussian  government  would  be  oblig^  to  exercise  this    . 
right,  there  is  no  longer  room  for  apprehension  that  its  application 
would  foment  any  misunderstanding. 

I  understand  perfectly  that,  when  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  who 
has  not  dissolved  the  ties  which  bind  him  to  Prussia,  is  subjected  at  a  ^ 
later  day  to  military  service  in  his  native  country,  the  American  gov-  ^ 
emment  will  not  be  indifferent  to  the  fact ;  that  it  is  rather  a  reason 
for  it  to  embrace  the  interests  of  its  citizens,  and  to  avail  itself  of  the 
effect  of  its  good  officers  to  induce  the  Prussian  government  to  be 
indulgent  in  regard  to  him.  On  my  part,  I  can  give  you  assurance, 
sir,  that  the  King  will  never  close  his  ear  to  such  intervention ;  on  the 
contrary,  he  will  take  care  to  submit  to  scrupulous  examination  all 
that  can  be  alleged  in  favor  of  the  person  so  commended  to  him.  As, 
however,  the  government  of  the  United  States  considers  that  it  is  not 
for  its  interest  to  make  the  admission  of  an  emigrant  as  citizen  depend- 
ent on  the  exhibition  of  a  document  proving  that  he  had  dissolved  the 
ties  by  which  he  was  attached  to  his  old  country,  it  is  much  to  be  feared 
that  the  government  of  his  Majesty  will  still  often  find  itself  under 
the  necessity  of  executing  its  own  laws,  as  well  as  the  decrees  of  its 
tribunals  against  Prussian  subjects  who  have  been  naturalized  in  the 
United  States. 

Barely  will  the  Prussian  government  refuse  the  subsidiary  issue  of 
an  emigration  permit  to  individuals  who  in  their  infancy  were  taken 
from  his  Majesty's  territory  by  their  father  or  mother,  for  then  the 
fault  would  be  with  the  parents,  if  their  children  were  wanting  to  the 
law.  The  application  for  such  subsidiary  emigration  permit  would 
only  be  essentially  inadmissible  in  those  cases  in  which  Prussian  tribu- 
nals had  already  given  judgment  against  the  emigrant ;  and  that  was 
the  position  of  Christian  Hermann  referred  to,  who  was  the  subject  of 
my  letter  of  the  2Tth  of  August  last  year. 

The  case  is  quite  different  as  to  individuals,  who,  when  they  emi- 
grated to  America,  had  already  attained  the  age  of  seventeen,  at  which 
time  their  military  duties  commence.  Generally  speaking,  it  can 
never  be  admitted  that  such  an  one  neglected  to  apply  for  an  emigra- 
tion permit  because  he  was  ignorant  of  the  laws  of  his  country. 

Every  Prussian  subject  is  obliged  to  bear  arms.     This  law,  of  forty 
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years'  standing,  is  known  to  every  one ;  and,  moreover,  official  notices 
are  every  year  frequently  published  to  summon  the  young  men  to  their 
standards.  Every  one  knows,  if  only  through  his  parents  or  friends, 
that  at  twenty  years  of  age  it  is  his  bounden  duty  to  present  himself 
to  the  military  board  called  to  decide  whether  he  is  fit  or  not  to  serve 
in  the  army.  If,  therefore,  any  Prussian  pretends  not  to  have  known 
that  he  was  held  to  render  this  service,  one  is  clearly  authorized  to 
belive  that  he  belies  his  conscience.  As  to  those  persons  who  wittingly 
attempt  to  evade  this  obligation,  they  certainly  do  not  deserve  that  any 
mterest  should  be  taken  in  them ;  and  it  is  with  reason  that  the  law 
decrees  that  such,  in  preference,  should  be  enrolled  in  the  army, 
because  they  seek  to  free  themselves  of  a  duty,  common  to  all,  to  cast 
it  upon  their  fellow-citizens.  Of  this  number  are  the  aforesaid  B.  Meyer 
and  J.  Kracke,  to  whom  my  two  letters  of  22d  October,  last  year,  and 
22d  of  the  present,  referred. 

I  am  pursuaded  that  the  government  of  the  United  States,  after 
careful  examination  of  the  conduct  of  these  two  persons,  will  discover 
that  they  have  acted  with  the  single  purpose  of  evading  their  military 
duties  in  Prussia,  and  thus  there  is  no  room  for  complaint  if  the 
Prussian  government  limits  itself  to  subjecting  them  to  the  duty  which 
they  have,  of  purpose,  neglected.  It  is  not  a  punishment  inflicted  upon 
them,  it  is  simply  the  fulnllment  of  an  obligation  resting  upon  them  in 
the  quality  of  subjects  of  Prussia.  Men  Ime  Meyer  and  Kracke  have 
no  right  to  ask  that  this  military  service  should  be  dispensed  with  and 
they  be  replaced  by  others  to  keep  the  Prussian  army  full.  Moreover, 
the  service  is  not  hard,  nor  of  long  duration.  In  the  space  of  three 
Tears  it  is  finished;  and,  often,  even  new  conscripts  are  discharged 
before  this  term  is  completed. 

To  be  williijg  to  treat  persons  who  have  emigrated  without  the  per- 
mission of  the  government  with  more  tenderness  than  those  who  have 
stayed  at  home,  would  be,  on  one  part,  to  encourage  emigration,  con- 
trary to  the  public  welfare,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  to  weaken  the 
force  of  laws  and  the  respect  which  is  due  to  them.  Such  a  proceeding 
would  be  more  out  of  place,  because  the  law  itself  is  so  mild  that  it 
grants  the  right  of  emigration  even  to  those  subject  still  to  service  in 
the  army,  provided  they  are  in  condition  to  prove  that,  in  their  self- 
expatriation,  they  are  not  influenced  by  the  sole  intention  to  evade 
inch  service. 

I  like  to  believe,  sir,  that  these  explanations  will  give  to  your  gov- 
ernment the  full  and  entire  conviction  that  the  government  of  his 
Majesty,  far  from  having  used  any  rigor  against  the  said  Meyer  and 
Kracke,  has  only  done  that  which  it  ought  to  do  to  prevent  its  own 
subjects  from  accusing  it  of  treating  more  favorably  those  who  violate 
the  law  than  those  who  obey. 

At  the  close  of  your  note  of  the  15th  instant,  you  still  q^uote  section 
twenty-three  of  the  law  of  2l8t  December,  1842.  I  permit  myself  to 
request  you  will  notice,  sir,  that  the  term  of  ten  years  fixed  for  the 
return  to  Prussia  of  a  subject  of  his  Majesty,  only  runs  from  the  first 
January,  1843,  and  that  if  said  paragraph  authorizes  the  government 
to  consider  an  uninterrupted  absence  of  more  than  ten  years  as  import- 
ing the  loss  of  the  quality  of  Prussian  subject,  it  does  not,  neverthelesSi 
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dispense  the  absentee  from  duties  which  he  ought  to  discharge  while 
he  was  a  Prussian. 

Accept  on  this  occasion,  sir,  the  renewed  assurance  of  my  high  con- 
sideration. 

MANTEUFFEL. 
Mr.  Barnard, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary. 


»    Mr,  Barnard  to  Baron  Ma/rvteuffd, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  March  21,  1853. 

Monsieur  le  Baron  :  I  have  received  the  two  letters  which  vour 
excellency  has  done  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me — the  first,  dated 
the  22d  of  February,  in  reference  to  the  case  of  John  Joseph  Kracke, 
and  the  other  dated  28th  of  February,  in  reference  to  the  same  case, 
and  more  generally  in  reply  to  my  letter  of  the  15th  of  the  same 
month. 

I  had  indulged  the  hope  that  his  Majesty's  government  might  have 
found  it  not  incompatible  with  its  interests,  under  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  and  while  adhering  to  its  claim  of  right  in  the  premises,  to 
accord  to  my  request,  and  to  the  earnest  wishes  of  my  government,  the 
release  of  Kracke  from  th§  Prussian  army.  In  this  I  have  been  disap- 
pointed ;  but  I  do  not  yet  mean  to  despair  of  this  man's  release. 

Kracke  left  Prussia  when  a  boy  of  lourteen,  and  from  that  time  for 
a  period  of  fourteen  years  it  appears  he  was  never  in  Prussia.  He 
learned  his  trade  of  a  smith,  in  Hanover,  and  not  in  Prussia.  He  then 
lived  and  worked  at  his  trade  in  Holland  ;  and  finally  he  passed  from 
Holland,  and  not  from  Prussia,  to  the  United  States.  There  he 
became  a  naturalized  citizen,  acquired  property,  and  fixed  himself 
permanently  and  for  life.  That  is  nis  country  and  his  home.  But  hav- 
ing ventured,  after  fourteen  years,  unconscious  of  oflfense  or  of  danger, 
to  set  his  foot  as  a  visitor  on  the  soil  of  the  country  where  he  nad 
chanced  to  draw  his  first  breath,  he  found  himself  suddenly  seized  and 
forced  into  the  military  service  of  that  country  for  a  term  of  years. 
This  has  come  upon  him  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight,  to  interrupt  all 
the  plans  and  expectations  of  his  life.  It  is  at  this  age,  just  the  most 
critical  and  important  to  him  of  his  whole  existence,  that  a  demand  is 
made  upon  him  for  a  service  of  three  years  in  the  camp  of  a  foreign 
country  ;  for  Prussia,  in  regard  to  such  a  service^  is  as  mreign  to  him, 
to  his  aflfections,  his  interests,  and  his  hopes,  as  Turkey  would  be. 
His  labor  in  the  United  States  has  already  had  its  reward.  He  has 
become  the  owner  of  a  house  and  ground  in  one  of  the  most  populous 
and  prosperous  cities  of  that  country.  But  this  property  is  not  wholly 
paid  for  ;  it  is  under  mortgage,  and  he  has  no  means  of  redeeming  his 
property  from  that  mortgage  but  by  the  earnings  of  his  personal  and 
continued  labor.  There  is  nobody  to  pay  that  mortgage  for  him,  and 
if  he  is  kept  here,  his  property  will  almost  necessarily  be  sacrificed. 

Such  is  nis  unhappy  condition.  I  am  unable  to  agree  with  your  ex- 
cellencjTj  that  there  ia  nothing  in  this  case  affoidm^ any  ground  either 
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of  equity  or  humanity  on  which  to  appeal  to  the  Prussian  government 
in  this  man's  favor ;  and  neither  my  government,  nor  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  will  be  able  to  agree  with  your  excellency. 

On  technical  grounds,  Kracke  was  still  a  Prussian  subject  when  he 
emigrated  to  the  United  States.  But  he  did  not,  in  point  of  fact,  em- 
igrate from  Prussia.  He  emigrated  from  Holland,  and  had  then  been 
absent  from  Prussia  for  about  seven  years.  Intending  to  make  the 
United  States  his  permanent  residence  and  home,  and  having  just  at 
his  twenty-first  year  realized  from  his  industry  in  Holland  the  meana 
necessary  to  accomplish  his  voyage,  it  certainly  can  surprise  nobody, 
whatever  may  have  been  his  technical  duty  in  the  premises,  that  he  did 
not  first  return  to  Prussia,  either  to  ask  for  permission  to  emigrate,  or 
voluntarily  to  undergo  a  military  service  of  three  years  before  emigra- 
ting. I  think  all  this  is  matter  proper  for  the  consideration  of  his 
Majesty's  government. 

I  have  already  referred,  in  my  letter  of  the  15th  of  February,  to  the 
estimate  put  by  the  United  States  on  the  liberality  of  Prussia — a  great 
military  power  as  she  is,  where  every  citizen  is  a  soldier — in  her  legal 
regulations  in  regard  to  persons  wishing  to  emigrate.  I  hope  I  may 
now  be  excused  for  saying  that  there  seems  to  me  to  be  rather  a  marked 
contrast  between  that  liberality  and  the  rigor  employed  towards  those 
who,  as  in  the  several  instances  which  I  have  had  occasion  to  bring  to 
your  excellency's  notice,  and  especially  in  the  instance  of  Kracke,  may 
have  failed  to  comply  with  these  regulations.  Although  Kracke  went 
to  the  United  States  in  the  ^'period  between  the  end  of  his  seventeenth 
and  the  end  of  his  twenty-fifth  year,"  your  law  only  required,  in  order 
to  his  obtaining  a  free  permit  of  emigration,  that  he  should  have  ob- 
tained from  the  proper  authority  a  certificate  that  his  application  did 
not  proceed  splely  from  a  design  to  withdraw  himself  from  the  army. 
This  rule  is  referred  to  and  recognized  in  your  excellency's  letter  of  the 
28th  of  February.  I  cannot  doubt  but  that  this  certificate  might  have 
been  readily  obtained.  I  think  his  residence  out  of  Prussia  explains 
why  he  did  not  apply  for  the  legal  permission  to  emigrate,  and  shows, 
at  the  same  time,  that  if  he  had  applied,  it  would  have  been  apparent 
to  every  one  that  his  desire  to  dissolve  his  political  relations  with 
Prussia,  and  to  find  a  country  and  home  for  himself  elsewhere,  was  no 
new  idea  got  up  at  that  time  merely  to  escape  from  her  military  service. 
Surely,  between  the  liberality  of  the  law,  which  would  have  given  him, 
seven  years  ago,  free  permission  to  emigrate,  and  the  rigorous  exaction 
which  demands  from  him  now,  at  this  distance  of  time,  and  under  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  a  forced  service  of  three  years  for 
naving  emigrated  without  that  permission,  there  appears  to  be  a  con- 
trast which  must  be  acknowledged  to  be  somewhat  remarkable.  At 
any  rate,  the  exaction  falls  upon  him  with  fearful  severity. 

Certainly,  it  is  for  the  Prussian  government  to  judge  of  the  reasons 
of  state^  in  reference  to  emigration  or  otherwise,  which  may  demand 
such  a  course  of  action.  But  I  trust  I  mav  be  excused  for  suggesting 
that  really  little  hope  can  be  entertained  that  the  constantly-swelling 
tide  of  emigration  will  be  checked  by  any  such  measure  of  repression 
as  that  which  is  now  being  enforced  in  the  person  of  Kracke.  T\v^ 
only  effect  will  be,  that  those  who  have  emigrated  and  those  nvYvo  s\i«XV 
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emigrate  without  leave  will  take  warning  from  it  to  keep  themselyes 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  laws  and  authorities  of  Prussia. 

It  seems  from  what  is  stated  in  your  excellency's  letter,  that  the  law 
of  the  3d  December,  1843,  in  regard  to  emigration,  according  to  the 
construction  put  upon  it  in  Prussia,  does  not  bear  quite  as  liberal  an 
interpretation  as  I  had  supposed.  The  law  declares  that  ^^  the  quality 
of  a  Prussian  subject  is  lost  by  a  residence  of  ten  years  abroad,"  the  rule 
being  applied,  of  course,  to  those  who  absent  themselves  without  leave. 

By  your  excellency's  construction,  this  term  often  years  commences 
from  the  date  of  the  law.  But,  at  least,  the  equity  and  spirit  of  such 
a  statute  might  be  applied  to  a  case  like  Kreicke's  without  doing  any 
violence  to  its  letter  or  its  intent.  Certainly,  it  would  be  competent 
to  the  Prussian  government,  if  it  was  so  disposed,  to  declare  that,  under 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  upon  the  equity  of  this  law, 
it  would  consider  Kracke  as  no  longer  a  Prussian  subject,  and  accord- 
ingly to  discharge  him  from  the  Prussian  army.  I  shall  indulge  the 
hope  that  he  may  yet  be  released,  and  allowed  to  return  to  the  United 
States. 

Accept,  on  this  occasion.  Monsieur  le  Baron,  the  assurance  of  my 
very  distinguished  consideration. 

D.  D.  BARNARD. 

His  Excellency  Baron  Von  Manteuffbl, 

dkc.j  dtc.f  dkc. 


Mr.  Barnard  to  Mr.  Marcy. 

[Extract.] 

No.  121.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  April  5,  1853. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a  copy  of  Baron  Manteuffbrs 
reply  to  my  letter  of  the  21st  March,  urging  again  on  his  consideration 
reasons  for  the  release  of  J.  J.  Kracke  from  the  Prussian  army.  The 
refusal  to  release  this  man  seems  to  be  final ;  though  I  think  it  is  evi^ 
dent,  at  the  same  time,  from  the  tenor  of  the  answer,  that  some  proper 
impression  has  been  made  on  the  minister's  mind  in  regard  to  the 
severe  operation  of  the  Prussian  law.  Of  course,  he  does  not  yet  see 
*         *        *         *        its  inhumanity.         *  *  *  ♦ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

D.  D.  BARNARD. 

Hon.  W.  L.  Marcy, 

Secretary  of  Stale. 
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Baron  Manteuffd  to  Mr  Barnard. 

[Translation.] 

Berlin,  March  31, 1853. 

Sir:  After  having  already  consulted  with  those  of  my  colleagues 
who  have  concern  in  the  position  of  the  person  called  John  Joseph 
Eracke,  who  is  again  the  subject  of  your  letter  of  the  2l8t  of  this  monfli, 
I  should  hesitate  to  try  new  modes  to  obtain  the  exemption  of  this 
individual  from  military  service  in  Prussia.  Without  doubt,  it  can  be 
nowise  convenient  for  Mr.  Kracke  to  be  compelled  to  serve  in  the  army 
at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years,  after  having  found  a  second  country 
in  the  United  States,  and  made  the  acquisition  of  real  estate. 

But  this  disagreeable  business  he  should  attribute  only  to  his  unre- 
flecting and  unlawful  conduct  from  the  time  of  his  expatriation.     At 
the  age  of  fourteen,  Kracke  had  obtiained  permission  to  sojourn  tempo- 
ttfily  abroad ;  but,  in  place  of  returning  to  Prussia  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years  completed,  to  enlist  under  the  banners,  as  his  condition  of 
Prussian  subj^  made  it  his  duty  to  do,  he  chose  this  very  time  to  pass 
secretly  to  the  United  States,  and  thus  withdraw  himself  from  his  mil- 
itary obligations.     After  having  thus  openly  violated  the  law,  Kracke 
bis  no  right  to  ask  that  he  be  released  n-om  the  bonds  which  bind  him 
to  his  native  country,  before  he  completes  his  service  in  the  army. 
Furthermore,  such  request,  if  made  in  due  season,  would  in  like  manner 
not  have  been  acquiesced  in,  except  in  the  case  of  his  having  been  able 
to  show  that  he  was  not  emigrating  for  the  purpose  merely  of  getting 
rid  of  this  service;  and  certainly,  it  would  have  been  difficult  K>r  him 
to  make  such  proof  in  1845 — that  is  to  say,  at  the  very  moment  when 
the  age  he  had  attained  obliged  him  to  serve  in  the  army. 

The  harshness  which  is  used  towards  refractories  to  incorporate  them 
subsidiarily  in  the  army  if  they  return  from  the  United  States  has  no 
tendency  to  check  emigration,  it  ought  only  to  serve  to  convince  those 
who  desire  to  emigrate  that  the  government  does  not  mean  to  favor 
•Bcre^  and  illegal  emigrations;  but,  on  the  contrary,  holds  out  an 
aiding  hand  to  those  who  not  having  satisfied  the  duties  belonging  to 
them  as  Prussian  subjects  before  emigrating  may  fully  comply  with 
them  on  their  return. 

As  to  the  bearing  of  the  section  23  of  the  law  of  December  31, 
1843,  its  object  was  to  put  the  government  in  condition  to  withdraw 
the  character  of  Prussian  subjects  from  those  who,  without  permission 
of  the  proper  provincial  authorities,  have  resided  more  than  ten  con- 
secutive years  abroad,  but  it  does  not  authorize  the  admission  that 
because  a  Prussian  has  managed  to  evade  his  duties  as  a  subject  of  the 
^g>  hy  a  sojourn  of  ten  years  abroad,  the  government  is  bound  to 
consider  him  as  exempt  from  those  duties  if  at  any  time  he  places  his 
foot  within  the  territory  of  Prussia.     There  exists  no  motive,  even  in 
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the  purview  of  section  23  of  the  law  before  cited,  to  set  free  the  said 
Kracke  from  the  military  service  of  Prussia. 

Sincerely  regretting  not  to  be  able  on  this  occasion  to  give  you  a 
proof  of  my  eager  desire  to  serve  you,  I  have  the  honor  to  oflfer  you,  sir, 
the  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

MANTEUFFEL. 

His  Excellency  Mr.  Barnard,  cfec,  cfec,  dc. 


Baron  Gerdt  to  Mr,  Marcy, 

Prussian  Legation,  Washingtony  July  11,  1853. 

With  reference  to  our  verbal  conversation,  some  days  ago,  in  relation 
to  the  liabilities  to  which  emigrants  from  Prussia  and  other  Grerman 
States,  who  have  become  citizens  of  the  United  States,  are  subjected 
when  they  voluntarily  return  to  those  States,  after  having  left  their 
native  country  without  the  necessary  permission  of  emigration^  and 
without  fulfilling  their  military  duties  prescribed  by  law  after  having 
attained  a  certain  age,  I  beg  leave  to  inclose  hereby  an  extract  from 
the  laws  of  Prussia  and  from  the  constitution  of  Prussia  on  this  subject, 
by  which  you  will  perceive  that  Prussia  does  not  pretend  to  enforce  any 
allegiance  upon  the  said  emigrants,  but  that,  if  they  return  to  Prussia, 
they  are  maae  responsible  for  having  violated  our  laws  in  the  cases 
above  mentioned  and  are  considered  as  criminals  forfeited  to  the  pun- 
ishment of  the  law,  from  which  no  citizenship  of  any  nation  can 
liberate  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FR.  VON  GEROLT. 

Hon.  W.  L.  Marcy, 

Secretary  of  Staie  of  the  United  StaieSj  Washington. 


Extraxit  from  the  Laws  of  Prussia ^  of  December  31,  1842,  concerning 

the  loss  of  the  quality  of  a  Prussian  st^'ect. 

§  15.  The  quality  of  a  Prussian  subject  is  lost: 

1.  By  discharge  upon  the  subject's  request. 

2.  By  sentence  of  the  competent  authority. 

3.  By  living  ten  years  in  a  foreign  country. 

4.  By  the  marriage  of  a  female  Prussian  subject  with  a  foreigner. 

§  16.  The  discharge  has  to  be  asked  from  the  police  authority  of  the 
province  in  which  the  subject's  domicil  is  situated,  and  is  effected  by 
a  document  made  out  by  the  same  authority. 

§  17.  The  discharge  cannot  be  granted: 

1.  To  male  subjects  who  are  between  seventeen  and  twenty-five 
years  of  age,  until  they  have  got  a  certificate  of  the  military  commis- 
sion of  recruitment  of  their  district,  proving  that  their  application  for 
discharge  is  not  made  merely  to  avoid  the  fulfilling  of  their  military 
dut^jr  in  the  standing  army. 
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2.  To  actual  soldiers,  belonging  either  to  the  standing  army  or  to 
the  reserve ;  to  oflScers  of  the  militia  and  to  public  functionaries,  before 
their  being  discharged  from  service. 

3.  To  subjects  having  formerly  served  as  oflScers  in  the  standing 
army  or  the  militia,  or  having  been  appointed  military  employes,  with 
the  rank  of  oflicers,  or  civil  functionaries,  before  they  have  got  the 
consent  of  their  former  chief. 

4.  To  the  persons  belonging  to  the  militia,  not  being  oflicers,  af  er 
their  having  been  convoked  for  actual  service. 

§  18.  To  subjects  wishing  to  emigrate  into  a  State  of  the  German 
Confederacy  the  discharge  may  be  refused  if  they  cannot  prove  that 
the  said  State  is  willing  to  receive  them. — (See  act  of  the  German 
Confederation,  Art.  18,  Nro.  2,  lit.  A.) 

§  19.  For  other  reasons  than  those  specified  in  §§  17  and  18,  the 
discharge  cannot  be  refused  in  time  of  peace.  For  the  time  of  war, 
special  regulations  will  be  made. 

§  20.  The  document  of  discharge  eflfects,  at  the  moment  of  its 
delivery,  the  loss  of  the  quality  as  Prussian  subject. 

§  21.  If  there  is  no  special  exception,  the  discharge  comprehends 
also  the  wife  and  the  minor  children  that  are  still  under  their  father's 
authority. 

§  22.  Subjects  living  in  a  foreign  country  may  lose  their  quality  as 
Prussians  by  a  declaration  of  the  police  authority  of  Prussia,  if  they 
do  not  obey,  within  the  time  fixed  to  them,  the  express  summons  for 
returning  to  their  country. 

§  23.  Subjects  who  either — 

1.  Leave  our  States  without  permission,  and  do  not  return  within 
ten  years,  or — 

2.  Leave  our  States  with  permission,  but  not  return  within  ten 
years  after  the  expiration  of  tne  term  granted  by  the  said  permission, 
W  their  quality  as  Prussian  subjects. 

§  24.  Entering  into  ptMic  service  in  a  foreign  State. 

The  entering  of  a  subject  into  public  service  in  a  foreign  State  is 
allowed  only  after  his  aischarge  (see  §  20)  has  been  granted  to  him. 
Anybody  who  has  obtained  it,  is  permitted  to  do  so  without  restriction. 

§  25.  A  subject  which — 

1.  Either  takes  public  service  in  a  foreign  State,  with  our  imme- 
diate permission, 

2.  Or  is  appointed  in  our  States  by  a  foreign  power,  in  an  office 
^blished  with  our  permission,  as,  for  instance,  that  of  consul,  com- 
niercial  agent,  &c.,  remaining  in  his  quality  as  a  Prussian. 

§  26.  General  disposition. 

Subjects  who  emigrate  without  having  obtained  their  discharge,  or 
folate,  by  their  entering  into  public  service  in  a  foreign  State,  the 
disposition  of  §  24,  are  to  be  punished  according  to  the  laws  existing 
i&  that  respect. 

Given  under  our  hand  and  seal,  Berlin,  this  31st  of  December,  1842. 

[t.  8.]  FREDERICK  WILLIAM, 
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Extract  from  the  Constitution  of  Prussia^  (rf  1850. 

Trr.  I.  Bights  of  the  Prussians. 

Art.  1.  The  right  to  emigrate  cannot  be  restricted  by  the  State, 
except  with  respect  to  the  duty  of  military  service. 


Mr.  Vroom  to  Mr.  Marcy. 

fExlract.] 


No.  2.]  Legation  op  the  Unttbd  States, 

Berlin^  October  31,  1853. 

SiTL '         ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

Accompanying  this  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Bromberg,  United 
States  consul  at  Hamburg,  addressed  to  the  secretary  of  legation,  on 
the  subject  of  the  holding  of  American  citizens  to  military  service  in 
Germany,  and  some  other  matters,  and  his  answer  thereto. 

I  have  received  two  letters  from  Mr.  Bates,  United  States  consul  at 
Aix-la-Chapelle ;  one  respecting  the  case  of  B.  Meyer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  D.  VEOOM. 
Hon.  William  L.  Marcy, 

Secretary  of  State^  &c. 


Mr.  Vroom  to  Mr.  Bates. 

[Extract.] 


*  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berliny  October  24,  1853. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  communication  of  the  6th  instant,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  case  of  Mr.  Meyer  ;  and,  on  referring  to  the  records  of  the 
legation,  I  find  that  my  predecessor,  Mr.  Barnard,  considered  the  case 
as  settled  in  point  of  principle,  and  that  he  thereupon  appealed  to  the 
ffOTernment  (n  behalf  of  Mr.  Meyer  as  a  matter  of  ^vor,  which  appeal 
has  not  been  responded  to.  In  this  state  of  things,  I  do  not  consider 
it  advisable  to  present  the  case  anew  without  some  change  of  circum- 
stances to  justify  it.  No  new  instructions  have  been  received  at  this 
legation  other  than  what  may  be  considered  as  contained  in  Mr. 
Marcj's  letter  to  Mr.  Hulsemann,  which  has  not  yet  been  officially 
communicated;  and  if  it  had,  I  should  deeixvit  wnm^eto  m.ake  that 
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tlie  grormd  for  opening  cases  which  have  already  been  passed  on  and 
settled,  unless  specially  instructed  to  do  so. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfiilly, 

P.  D.  VKOOM. 
Isaac  C.  Batbs,  Esq., 

Constd  at  Aix-torChapdU 


Mr,  BcUes  to  Mr.  Vroam, 

[Extract.] 


Consulate  of  the  United  States, 
Aix-la-ChapdLey  October  6,  1853. 

I  was  desirous  of  saying  a  word  to  you  more  particularly  on  a 
matter  which  I  promised  to  bring  before  you,  and  which  is  simply  one 
of  the  many  cases  which  have  arisen,  and  one  of  the  m/yre  which  I 
tldnk  are  likely  to  arise,  regarding  individuals  who  emigrate  to  Amer- 
ica from  Prussia  without  first  receiving  permission  from  the  Prussian 
government  to  do  so,  and  return  again  voluntarily  to  their  native 
country  after  having  been  duly  naturalized  in  ours. 

The  case  is  that  of  Mr.  Meyer,  which  is  fiilly  stated  in  my  conmiu- 
nication  to  the  legation  under  date  of  July  2,  1862,  to  which  I  respect- 
ftdly  beg  leave  to  refer  you. 

Mr.  Barnard  replied  to  my  letter  on  the  5th,  promising  to  lose  no 
time  in  bringing  it  before  the  government,  which  ne  did. 

Not  hearing  fi'om  him  meanwhile  on  the  subject^  I  addressed  him 
Again  on  the  13th  August,  1852,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  it  to  mind. 
In  reply,  on  the  18th  August,  he  stated  that  the  doctrine  of  the  abso- 
lute and  indenendent  right  of  expatriation  to  which  I  had  referred  was 
iu)t  admitted  oy  the  European  governments,  but  that  this  was  not  the 
only  question  of  international  law  in  these  cases  ;  that  Mr.  Wheaton, 
in  his  time,  refused  to  interpose  in  behalf  of  a  naturalized  citizen,  for- 
merly a  Prussian  subject,  who  had  temporarily  returned  to  Prussia  and 
waa  seized  for  a  solder,  on  ^he  ground  that  his  native  domicil  and 
national  character  reverted,  and  that  he  was  bound  to  obey  the  laws  in 
all  respects,  exactly  as  if  he  had  never  emigrated,  and  that  the  Depart- 
nient  at  Washington  seems  to  have  acquiesced  in  this  view  ;  but  that 
ke  (Mr.  Barnard)  could  not  agree  with  this  doctrine  in  the  broad  sense 
in  which  it  was  laid  down ;  on  the  contrary,  he  thought  that  if  an 
emigrant  returned  merely  as  a  traveler,  or  temporarily  on  some  matter 
of  business,  he  should  be  deemed  an  American  citizen,  and  treated  as 
such,  and  not  as  a  Prussian  subject.     He  added  that  he  had  made  an 
earnest  and  strong  representation  to  induce  the  Prussian  government 
to  give  up  in  Meyer's  case,  and  altogether,  their  demand  as  well  for 
the  fine  as  for  the  militarj  service,  and  hoped  for  a  favorable  lesuVt)  ^X» 
least  for  the  militarjr  service. 
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Nothing  more  passed  on  the  subject  till  October  26,  when  Mr.  Fay 
advised  me  (Mr.  Barnard  being  absent)  that  the  Prussian  government 
had  just  returned  a  negative  answer  to  his  application  for  Mr.  Meyer 
to  visit  Paderborn  temporarily  without  being  incorporated  in  the  Prus- 
sian army ;  and,  in  reply  to  my  letter  of  28th  October,  in  which  I 
asked  whether  the  affair  must  be  considered  as  definitely  settled  in  this 
case  and  all  others  like  it^  he  stated  that  he  supposed  it  must,  but  that 
he  could  not,  of  course,  tell  what  instructions  would  be  given  by  the 
State  Department  in  the  matter,  nor  what  would  be  the  result  of  any 
which  may  be  given.     So  the  matter  now  stands. 

Mr.  Meyer  was  here  a  short  time  since,  and  desirous  of  going  imme- 
diately to  Paderborn.  I  read  to  him  the  correspondence  which  I  had 
on  the  subject — the  substance  of  all  which,  however,  I  had  previously 
communicated  him  by  letter — and  advised  him  not  to  go.  He  spoke  of 
your  coming,  and  anticipated  that  you  would  be  able  to  do  something 
more  effectual ;  and  I  promised  to  make  you  acquainted  with  his  case 
as  soon  as  you  arrived,  and  to  beg  you  to  inform  me  if  you  had  any  in- 
structions from  Washington  with  regard  to  negotiations  on  this  subject, 
and  if,  in  your  opinion,  there  was  any  hope  that  the  result  would  be 
favorable  to  persons  in  his  position.  He  repeated  his  assertion,  that  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  for  him  to  go  to  Paderborn,  and  that  he  must 
place  himself  at  the  mercy  of  the  Kin^  if  he  could  do  nothing  else. 

It  is  already  a  question  of  no  little  importance,  as  recent  events  have 
shown,  and  is  daily  becoming  more  so,  whether  the  government  of  the 
United  States  is  to  protect  naturalized  citizens  who  return  temporarily 
and  voluntarily  to  their  native  country,  to  the  same  extent  that  it 
would  native-born  citizens,  and  also  whether  any  and  what  protection 
is  to  be  afforded  to  individuals  who  have  simply  taken  the  preliminary 
steps  and  declared  their  intention  of  becoming  American  citizens.  In 
my  experience  here,  I  have  endeavored,  in  several  cases,  to  protect 
hoth  these  classes,  but  have  been  cautious  not  to  commit  myself  with 
regard  to  the  latter  ;  for  I  see  not  how  they  can  have  any  daim 
whatever  upon  us,  except  a  friendly  one. 

English  legislation  excludes  naturalized  aliens  from  any  positive 
claim  to  the  protection  of  their  adopted  country,  when  they  are  beyoni 
its  frontiers. 

Our  own  does  not ;  and  it  is  highly  desirable  that  the  intention  o 
our  government  in  this  respect  be  clearly  made  known.  You  wilL 
much  oblige  me  by  instructing  me  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued  iiu 
future.  ****** 

J.  C.  BATES. 
Mr.  Vroom,  Minister  at  Berlin. 


[Extract.] 

CONSULATB  OP  THB  UnTTED  StATBS, 

Berlin^  October  16,  1853. 

^1^1       n^  *  *  :^  Hi  n^  * 

I  am  afraid  of  troubling  you  too  much,*  but  I  cannot  omit  to  inquire  if 
snjr  recent  instructions  have  been  received  at  -jout  \&^at\o\i^  oonceming 
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the  right  of  German  rulers  to  force  their  former  subjects,  after  having 
become  naturalized  in  the  United  States,  on  revisiting  their  native 
country,  to  bear  arms.  The  former  administration  has  conceded  this 
point,  and  though  I  have  been  able  to  resist  any  claim  of  this  kind, 
(which  I  believe  to  be  wrong,  and  totally  at  variance  with  our  natura- 
lization laws,)  yet,  as  the  decision  in  favor  of  this  claim  is  known,  I 
had  only  last  month,  in  a  case  (reported  to  the  !don.  D.  D.  Barnard) 
of  thifi  kind,  to  use  the  utmost  exertions,  and  to  assure  the  syndicus 
that  the  present  administration  would  not  uphold  the  former  decision, 
and  I  was  enabled  to  get  the  person  claimed  unmolested  to  England. 
I  have  on  this  applied  to  the  State  Department  for  information,  but, 
not  having  received  answer,  I  would  be  obliged  to  you  for  any  light 
on  the  subject. 

I  remain,  sir,  &c., 

SAMUEL  BROMBERG. 
0.  J.  Wise,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  Legation. 


[Extract.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  October  26,  1853. 

gji^.  **♦♦**** 

No  instructions  have  yet  reached  this  office  with  regard  to  the  con- 
Btniction  of  our  naturalization  laws,  nor  with  regard  to  the  condition 
and  rights  of  those  unfortunate  emigrants  whom  the  Prussian  govern- 
nient  claims  the  right  to  compel  to  military  service.  As  soon  as  such 
instructions  are  received,  I  will  gladly  communicate  them  to  you. 

Yours,  truly. 

0.  JENNINGS  WISE. 
Samuel  Brombero,  Esq.,  Hamburg . 


Mr.  Vroom  to  Mr.  Marcy. 

[Extract.] 


No.  7.]  ^  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  December  13,  1853. 

gjj^.  ******** 

On  the  2d  instant,  I  received  a  letter  from  William  Parehen,  a 
fiataralized  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  left  this  country  in  1848, 
when  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  without  a  permit  of  emigration, 
fle  states  that  on  his  return  a  short  time  since  to  transact  some  family 
business,  he  was  taken  up,  and  was  to  be  placed  in  the  army  withia 
fourteen  days,  four  of  wnich  had  already  expired.  He  aak^  ^^ 
protection  of  tie  legation j  and,  if  that  could  not  be  given,  lie  Ae%\iedL 
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to  make  a  ^rsonal  application  to  the  King.  This  case  appeared  to  be 
within  the  instructions  received  by  the  legation  from  the  State  Depart- 
ment in  February  last,  and  which  had  been  communicated  to  the 
government  here,  and  since  acted  on  by  the  legation.  I  did  not,  therefore, 
feel  at  liberty  to  give  to  Mr.  Parehen  any  positive  assurance  of  relief. 
I  told  him  that  in  similar  cases  the  Prussian  government  had  refused 
to  listen  such  applications,  but  that  I  would  aid  him  as  far  as  was  in 
my  power ;  that  if  he  desired,  under  the  circumstances,  to  make  an 
application  to  the  King,  as  he  had  intimated,  I  did  not  wish  to  deprive 
him  of  the  opportunity  by  any  act  of  mine,  without  his  knowledge, 
but  that  in  such  application  he  must  acton  his  own  responsibility; 
that  if  I  interfered  in  his  behalf,  it  would  be  on  the  ground  of  his  rights 
as  an  American  citizen,  and  I  should  expect  him  to  await  and  abide 
the  result.  I  have  not  heard  from  him  since. — (For  copies  of  these 
communications  see  C  1  and  C  2.^ 

The  department  will  perceive  tnat  complaints  from  our  naturalized 
citizens  of  maltreatment  in  this  kingdom  continue  to  be  frequent.  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  dispose  of  them  satisfactorily  without  giving  trouble. 
Cases  of  embarrassment,  however,  will  sometimes  occur,  in  which  it 
will  be  necessary  to  ask  for  direction.  The  case  of  Parehen  presents 
an  instance.     He  went  to  the  United  States  without  a  permit  of  emi- 

f  ration,  and  without  having  performed  the  military  service  required 
y  his  country.  On  his  return  a  naturalized  citizen,  he  was  taken  and 
placed  in  the  army.  The  right  of  Prussia  to  do  this  has  been  formally 
conceded.  I  presume  it  will  be  proper  for  me  to  act  on  this  principle, 
unless  formally  instructed  otherwise.  I  did  not,  however,  think  it 
advisable  in  my  letter  to  Parehen  to  commit  myself  by  a  formal  aban- 
donment of  his  case.  It  was  not  necessary.  He  emigrated  with  his 
&ther  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  when  yet  a  minor ;  and  an  argument 
might  have  been  made  that  in  such  a  case  a  permit  of  emigration  was 
not  necessary.  That  point  might  have  been  presented  without  ex- 
pressly admitting  the  principle  referred  to.  As  my  interference  in  the 
case  of  Parehen  may  be  requested  again,  I  should  be  glad  to  have  the 
views  of  the  government  on  this  subject  at  as  early  a  day  as  may  be 
convenient. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  D.  VROOM. 
Hon.  William  L.  Marcy, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Translation.] 

C.  1.]  Vaterode,  November  29,  1853. 

Mr.  Minister:  My  father,  the  miller  Parehen,  had  lived  for  many 
years  at  a  mill  convenient  to  the  Pussian  village  of  Vaterode,  in  the 
territory  of  the  Prussian  kingdom,  in  the  district  of  the  government 
of  Erfurt,  the  principal  city  being  Heiligen. 

In  the  year  1848  he  emigrated  from  that  place  to  New  York,  North 
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America,  taking  with  him  myself,  his  eldest  son,  born  in  wedlock, 
then  about  eighteen  years  old. 

He  had  obtained  from  the  Prussian  royal  landrath  office  a  permit  of 
emigration ;  notice  was  mentioned  about  his  release  from  the  condition 
of  Prussian  subject ;  but  it  was  resolved  at  the  district  town  of  Heidel- 
berg that  he  only  needed  a  passport ;  and  on  this  footing  he  set  forward 
with  me,  undisturbed,  on  the  voyage  to  New  York. 

Afterwards,  in  America,  I  married  a  girl  who  came  from  Yaterode ; 
obtained  the  rights  of  an  American  citizen,  by  the  issue  of  letters  of 
citizenship ;  was  enrolled  in  the  militia  of  the  free  States ;  and  my 
wife  received  news  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  that  an  inheritance 
had  &llen  to  her  at  Yaterode,  by  the  will  of  a  deceased  uncle.  In 
order  to  settle  this  inheritance,  I  journeyed  hither  with  my  wife  about 
the  middle  of  September,  last  year.  Scarcely  had  I  arrived  at  my  old 
home,  when  the  Hessian  authorities  seized  me  as  an  offender  and  deliv- 
ered me  up  to  the  Prussians.  I  was  taken  to  the  royal  Prussian  land- 
rath  office  at  Heiligen,  although  a  free  American  citizen,  escorted  by 
gens  d'armes,  and  sent  to  the  landwehr  depot  at  Millhausen,  although 
I  had  my  certificate  of  citizenship,  and  my  passport,  verified  by  the 
American  consul,  Mr.  Hildebrand,  at  Bremen.  My  naturalization 
papers  were  taken  from  me,  and  I  was  myself  ordered  to  Erfurt ;  my 
opposition  was  disregarded,  and  under  menaces  of  constraint  and  im- 
prisonment I  was  put  in  the  ranks  of  the  thirty-first  regiment  of 
m&ntry.  Fourteen  days'  leave  was  given  me  to  get  clothing,  after  I 
had  requested  it  three  days.  It  was,  indeed,  difficult  forvme  compe- 
tently to  understand  that  I  was  subject  to  the  requirement  of  the 
Prussian  laws  of  December  31,  1842,  and  not  considered  as  released 
from  the  obligation  of  subject  of  Prussia,  in  despite  of  the  foremen- 
tioned  proceedings  to  release  myself^  and  of  my  understanding  that 
Prussia  no  longer  had  the  least  claim  upon  me  since  I  had  acquired 
the  right  of  citizenship  in  America. 

I  now  turn  to  you,  Mr.  Minister,  in  full  confidence  that  you  will 
give  me  your  protection,  and,  as  an  American  citizen,  reclaim  me  from 
the  war  department  of  the  kingdom  of  Prussia,  and  cause  me  to  be  set 
free  from  Prussian  military  service. 

If  you  cannot  give  me  the  immediately-needed  help,  then  I  will  be 
much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  write  to  me  of  the  unlikelihood  of  any 
result  from  your  trouble,  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Bechts  Anwalht  Schluster, 
at  the  town  of  Heiligen,  so  that  I  may  then  cause  an  humble  petition 
to  be  addressed  to  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia. 

Be  assured,  Mr.  Minister,  of  my  gratitude  for  the  trouble  you  take 
in  my  affair,  and  accept  the  assurance  of  my  respectful  and  high 

WILLIAM  F.  PABEHEN. 
Hon.  P.  D.  Yroom, 

Minister  at  Berlin. 
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Mr,  Vroom  to  Mr,  W,  F,  Parehen, 

C  2.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  December  2,  1853. 

Sir:  I  received  last  evening  your  letter  of  the  29th  November, 
informing  me  of  your  unpleasant  situation.  It  is  my  duty,  and  it  will 
be  my  pleasure,  to  relieve  you  if  possible.  It  }8  right  I  should  state, 
however,  that,  in  several  cases  very  similar  to  yours  the  government 
has  refused  to  interfere,  and  most  probably  it  will  refuse  in  your  case; 
or,  if  relief  is  aflforded,  it  may  be  at  the  end  of  a  long  correspondence. 

Under  these  circumstances,  you  may  think  it  most  advisable  to  make 
a  direct  appeal  to  the  favor  of  the  King,  as  you  suggest  in  your  letter; 
and,  if  so,  I  do  not  wish  you  to  be  deprived  of  the  opportunity.  But 
in  this  I  cannot  take  part.  If  your  case  is  presented  by  me  to  the 
Prussian  government,  it  will  be  on  the  ground  of  your  rights  as  a 
naturalized  American  citizen,  and  you  must,  of  course,  await  and  abide 
by  the  result. 

You  will  please  apprize  me  immediately  of  your  decision,  and  be 
assured  of  my  best  efforts  to  serve  you, 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

P.  D.  VROOM. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Parehen. 


Mr.  Vroom  to  Mr,  Marcy, 


[Extract.] 

No.  16.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin^  February  28,  1854. 

Sir:  I  stated  in  my  last  dispatch,  (No.  15,)  that  I  had  just  received 
your  No.  4,  of  the  2d  instant,  inclosing  papers  in  the  case  of  John 
Haben,  of  Syracuse,  a  naturalized  American  citizen,  who  was  arrested 
and  imprisoned  on  or  about  the  19th  of  December  last,  at  Saarlouis, 
in  this  kingdom. 

On  the  22d  instant,  I  prepared  and  sent  to  the  minister  of  foreign 
a&irs  a  communication  inquiring  into  the  facts  and  causes  of  this  pro- 
ceeding. No  answer  has  yet  been  received.  I  suppose  it  will  turnout 
in  this  case  that  Haben,  having  emigrated  without  permission,  and 
being  afterwards  found  on  Prussian  soil,  has  been  condemned  to  pun- 
ishment according  to  the  laws  of  the  kingdom.  It  will  again  present 
the  question,  whether  persons  emigrating  without  permission,  and 
becoming  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States,  can  afterwards,  if 
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found  in  Prussian  territory,  be  compelled  to  serve  in  the  army,  or  be 
arrested  and  imprisoned  for  not  having  performed  military  duty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  D.  VROOM. 
Hon.  William  L.  Marcy, 

Secretary  of  State, 

P.  8.  After  closing  the  foregoing  dispatch,  I  received  from  Baron 
Hanteuffel  a  letter  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  my  communication 
respecting  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  John  Haben,  a  copy  of  which 
ia  herewith  forwarded. 

Very  respectfully,  &c. 

P.  D.  VROOM. 


Mr,  Vroom  to  Baron  Manteuffel, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Berlin^  February  21,  1854. 

Monsieur  lb  Baron:  I  have  just  been  informed  that  John  Haben,  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  was,  on  or  about  the  19th  day  of  December 
last,  arrested  and  imprisoned  by  some  of  the  public  authorities  of  this 
kingdom  at  Saarlouis,  and  that  he  is  still  kept  there  in  confinement. 

It  appears  from  the  evidence  fiirnished  me,  that  John  Haben  was 
born  in  Prussia  in  the  year  1822 ;  that  he  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  from  Westwellars,  in  the  Rhine  province,  in  1842,  and  has  re- 
sided for  eleven  years  at  Syracuse,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  where  he 
married,  and  now  has  a  wife  and  four  children  living ;  that  he  was 
naturalized  according  to  law,  and  became  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
in  1850 ;  that  he  left  Syracuse  about  the  1st  of  October,  1853,  on  a 
visit  to  this  kingdom  to  recover  some  property  inherited  by  him  from 
his  father,  who  died  at  Westwellars  about  two  years  since,  and  that 
soon  after  his  arrival  he  was  arrested  and  imprisoned. 

At  the  instance  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  I  hasten  to 
bring  this  matter  to  the  notice  of  your  excellency,  and  to  inquire 
whether  it  be  true  that  such  arrest  has  been  made,  and  that  John 
Haben,  the  person  arrested,  is  now  confined  in  jail  at  Saarlouis  or  else- 
where, in  the  kingdom  of  Prussia,  and,  if  true,  upon  what  ground,  and 
for  what  reasons  such  proceedings  have  been  taken  against  him. 

As  this  case  involves  the  personal  liberty  of  a  worthy  and  respecta- 
ble citizen,  I  must  respectfully,  but  earnestly ,  ask  for  it  the  immediate 
attention  of  his  Majesty's  government.  I  cannot  but  hope  that  an 
inquiry  into  the  facts  will  show  that  Mr.  Haben  has  done  nothing  to 
merit  the  treatment  he  has  received,  and  that  he  will  be  at  once  dis- 
charged. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of 
my  high  consideration. 

P.  D.  YROOHL. 

His  Excellency  Habon  Manteuffel, 
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Baron  Manteuffel  to  Mr  Vroam. 

[Translation.] 

Berldt,  February  26,  1854. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  apprize  you,  in  preliminary  answer  to  your 
letter  of  the  22d  of  this  month,  that  I  have  promptly  written  to  the 
minister  of  the  interior,  inviting  him  to  obtam  information  in  regard 
to  the  causes  of  the  arrest  of  Mr.  John  Haben,  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  detained  at  Saarlouis,  who  had  come  into  the  Rhenish  province, 
his  former  country,  in  order  to  settle  an  affair  of  inheritance. 

As  soon  as  Mr.  Westphalan's  answer  reaches  me,  I  shall  take  care 
to  inform  you  of  its  tenor. 

Accept,  meanwhile,  sir,  the  assiuance  of  my  high  consideration. 

MANTEUFFEL. 


Mr.  Vroom  to  Mr,  Marcy, 

[Extract.] 

No.  25.]  Lbgahon  of  tse  Unetbd  Statbs, 

Berliny  May  2,  1854. 

Sir :  I  have  at  length  received  from  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
an  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  22d  of  February  last,  making  inquiry 
into  the  cause  of  the  arrest  and  detention  of  John  Haben,  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States. 

It  appears  from  this  communication,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
sent,  tnat  John  Haben,  being  a  native  of  Prussia,  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica in  1842,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  without  a  permit  of  emigration, 
and  without  having  performed  the  military  service  required  of  him  by 
his  country;  that,  in  1845,  he  was  proceeded  against  for  violation  of 
law,  and  his  property  condemned ;  that,  in  1853,  he  returned  to  the 
place  of  his  birth,  was  arrested  and  imprisoned,  and  in  January  fol- 
lowing was  incorporated  into  the  army  at  Saarlouis,  to  which  town 
he  had  been  transported.  It  further  appears  that  he  made  his  escape 
on  the  26th  of  January,  and  that  the  government  has  fined  him  as  a 
deserter. 

Your  dispatch  No.  8,  received  this  ndorning,  informs  me  that  Haben 
has  returned  safely  to  Syracuse.  As  he  is  no  longer  within  the  power 
of  this  government,  no  claim  can  be  made  for  his  release  or  surrender. 
I  am,  nevertheless,  instructed  to  demand  indemnification  for  Haben's 
losses  and  the  violation  of  his  rights,  in  case  it  shall  appear  that  he 
had  complied  with  the  law  of  Prussia,  before  leaving  his  native 
country,  and  that  he  owed  no  military  duty.  As  it  is  not  alleged,  or, 
I  believe,  pretended  by  Haben,  that  he  emigrated  with  leave,  or  had 
discbarged  bis  military  obligations,  and  as  the  contrary  is  charged  by 
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this  government,  there  would  seem  to  be  no  ground  on  which  any 
ckim  for  indemnity  can  be  made. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfiiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  D.  VROOM. 
Hon.  WnuAM  L.  Marcy, 

Secretary  of  State.     . 


Baron  Manteuffd  to  Mr,  Vroom. 

[Translation.] 

Berlin,  April  25,  1854. 

Sm:  In  referring  to  my  letter  of  the  26th  of  February  last,  serving 
as  a  preliminary  answer  to  that  which  you  were  pleased  to  address  to 
me  on  the  22d  of  the  same  month,  relative  to  the  person  named  John 
Haben,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who,  having  returned  near  the 
end  of  last  year  into  Prussia,  his  native  land,  was  there  arrested,  I  have 
the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  the  reasons  for  this  measure,  as  they 
appear  from  a  report  made  by  the  regency  of  Treves. 

John  Haben  was  born  on  the  3d  oi  December,  1822,  at  Urweiler,  in 
the  circuit  of  St.  Wendel.  He  is  the  son  of  John  Haben,  who  died  on 
the  20th  of  January,  1851,  and  of  Angela  Zimmer,  who  is  yet  living. 
At  the  age  of  twenty,  (in  1842,)  this  individual  emigrated  to  America 
without  a  permit  of  emigration^  and  before  he  had  complied  with  his 
military  obligations.  Prosecuted  as  a  rebellious  recruit,  he  was  con- 
demned on  the  25th  of  April,  1845,  by  the  court  of  Sarrebriick,  to  the 
confiscation  of  his  present  and  future  property  in  Prussia.  In  the 
course  of  the  month  of  October,  1853,  Haben  reappeared  in  the  place 
of  his  birth,  on  a  visit  to  his  relatives.  He  was  immediately  arrested, 
conveyed  to  Saarlouis,  and  incorporated  on  the  4th  of  January  last  in 
the  fortieth  regiment  of  infantry,  in  garrison  at  that  city.  In  acting 
thus  the  competent  authorities  have  strictly  kept  within  the  circle  of 
their  duties,  Haben  not  having  ceased  to  be  a  Prussian  subject. 

However,  this  individual,  on  the  26th  of  January  last,  succeeded  in 
secretly  leaving  his  garrison,  to  which  he  has  not  again  returned.  It 
is  alleged  that  he  has  gone  back  to  America.  Consequently  the  gov- 
ernment has  proceeded  against  him  as  a  deserter,  and,  on  the  demand 
of  the  military  judge,  the  court  of  Sarrebriick,  by  a  judgment  of  the 
22d  of  February,  has  ordered  the  seizure  of  Haben's  property  in 
Prussia  to  help  to  satisfy  the  fine  of  1,000  crowns  which  he  incurred, 
as  well  as  the  expenses  of  the  trial. 

In  giving  you  this  information,  I  profit  by  the  opportunity  to  oflFer 

to  you,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

MANTEUFFEL. 

Ex.  Doc.  38 6 
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Mr.  Vroom  to  Mr,  Marcy. 

[Extract.] 

No.  26.]  Leqation  of  the  Unitbd  States, 

Berlin,  May  9,  1854. 

g  j^  .  *  #  *  *  4e  :(e  # 

Inclosed  is  a  copy  of  a     *     *     *     letter  to  the  wife  of  William  C. 
Parehen. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  D.  VROOM. 
Hon.  William  L.  Makcy, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Vroom  to  Mrs,  Parehen. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  May  4,  1854. 

Your  letter  stating  to  me  the  unfortunate  situation  of  your  husband 
has  been  received. 

I  am  desirous  of  giving  you  all  the  aid  in  my  power,  but  this  gov- 
ernment has  uniformly  refused  to  grant  relief  in  Buch  cases. 

A  copy  of  your  letter  has  been  sent  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States. 

I  wish  you  would  inform  me  whether  your  husband  had  his  petition 
for  release  presented  to  the  King,  as  he  intended,  and  also  where  he 
now  is. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  D.  VROOM. 

Mrs.  Dorothea  Parehen. 


Mr.  Vroom  to  Mr.  Marcy. 

[Extract.] 


No.  27.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  May  16,  1854. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  copy  of  a  corre- 
spondence between  this  legation  and  Philip  Silverstone,  a  naturalized 
citizen.  It  appears  that  Silverstone  went  from  this  country  to  the 
United  States,  in  1848,  at  about  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  having 
resided  there  over  five  years  and  become  naturalized  according  to  law, 
he  returned  to  his  former  home,  and  is  now  threatened  with  being 
placed  in  the  army.     Against  this  lie  aaka  Vi  \>^  -^xot^eted. 
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In  answer  to  this  request,  I  informed  him  that  having  left  his  native 
country  without  leave,  and  without  having  discharged  his  military 
obligations,  and  having  returned  voluntarily  and  placed  himself  in  the 
power  of  the  laws  he  had  broken,  he  could  not  be  protected  against  the 
consequences  of  his  own  unlawful  acts,  committed  before  he  had  any 
claim  upon  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  whilst  yet  & 
Prussian  subject.  In  doing  this,  I  have  conformed,  I  believe,  to  the 
views  of  the  department  as  conveyed  in  your  dispatch  No.  7,  and  as 
farther  communicated  in  your  dispatch  No.  8,  in  relation  to  the  case 
of  John  Haben. 

The  case  of  Parehen,  who  is  now  in  the  army,  is  entirely  similar  in 
it8  features,  and  must  be  goyerned  by  the  same  principle. 

In  view  of  these  cases,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  impression  has 
80  generally  obtained  amon^  our  naturalized  citizens  that  they  are  not 
only  absolved  from  all  allegiance  to  their  former  country,  but  from  all 
liability  to  answer  for  having  broken  the  laws,  or  failed  to  perform  the 
duties  required  of  them  while  yet  subjects,  and  that  they  may  at  any 
time  and  in  allplaces  call  upon  the  agents  of  the  United  States  to 
protect  them.  The  same  impression  prevails  among  those  who  have 
only  declared  their  intention  to  become  citizens.  Entertaining  these 
opinions,  they  return  to  the  land  of  their  birth,  and  frequently  become 
involved  in  difficulty.  The  number  of  this  latter  class  is  constantly 
increasing.  They  come,  of  course,  without  regular  passports,  and  the 
peculiarity  of  the  relation  they  may  sustain  to  the  United  States  gives 
rise  to  questions  of  serious  embarrassment.  These  must  be  met  as 
they  occur.  It  seems  impracticable  to  adopt  a  general  rule  which  will 
apply  to  all  cases.  I  shall  endeavor  to  deal  with  them  so  as  to  secure 
protection  to  those  which  are  just  and  right,  and  that  will  be  best 
e£fected  by  not  insisting  on  such  as  are  of  a  doubtful  character. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  D.  VROOM. 
Hon.  William  L.  Marcy, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Silveratone  to  Mr.  Vroom. 

[Literal  copy.] 

Santobcys'l  Bei  PofiEN,  May  7,  '54. 

Sir:  I  take  the  liberty  to  inform  you  in  what  condition  I  am.  I  am 
a  Amerikan  citizen  have  got  my  Passport  and  Citizen  paper  with  me, 
came  to  this  coimtre  to  visit  my  Bealations  and  Friends.  The  Magis- 
trate send  me  an  order  I  shall  go  to  be  measure  to  be  a  soldier.  I 
spoke  to  the  Magistrat  and  told  him  I  am  not  a  Prussian  only  a 
Amerikan  Citizen,  he  answered  me  that  does  me  not  any  good,  because 
I  left  this  coutre  when  I  was  18  years  of  ase  with  a  passport  foi  Hatnr 
lurg  and  not  for  Amerika,  and  therefore  be  take  me  for  a  PiUB^van^ 
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and  does  not  care  if  I  have  got  any  Citizen  paper  or  not,  so  I  request  your 
Honer  to  let  me  know  if  that  is  the  law  between  the  United  States  of 
Amerika  and  Prussian.  I  shall  look  for  assistance  to  you  soon,  because 
you  are  our  Protecter  as  a  Amerikan  Consul  in  this  coutre  I  expect  very 
respectfully  a  answer  immediately. 
Your  humble  servant, 

PHILIP  SILVERSTONE. 


Mr,  Vroom  to  Mr.  SUverstone. 

Leoation  of  the  United  States, 

Berliriy  May  8,  1854. 

Sib:  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  from  which 
I  learn  that  you  are  a  Prussian  by  birth,  and  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years ;  that  you  are  now  an  American 
citizen,  and  have  a  passport  and  your  paper  of  citizenship  with  you; 
that,  having  come  to  this  country  to  visit  your  relations,  you  are 
threatened  with  being  placed  in  the  army  as  a  soldier. 

That  I  may  understand  your  situation  correctly,  I  wish  you  would 
inform  me  when  you  left  this  country  and  went  to  the  United  States, 
and  with  whom  you  went ;  and  how  long  you  have  been  there ;  and 
whether  you  went  with  a  permit  of  emigration  or  without  leave  ?  It 
would  also  be  satisfactory  to  have  your  papers  sent  to  me  that  I  may  gee 
what  they  are ;  or,  if  you  think  that  would  be  unsafe,  you  will  send 
me  a  copy  of  them  as  soon  as  you  can. 

Respectfully  yours, 

.     P.  D.  VROOM. 


Mr.  SUvei'stone  to  Mr,  Vroom, 

[Literal  copy.] 

Santomysl,  May  10/A,  1854. 

Sir  :  Your  worthy  writing  from  the  8th  of  May  I  received  yesterday, 
and  can  see,  that  you  want  my  papers,  but  to  take  your  advise  I  only 
send  a  Copy  of  them.  You  want  to  be  informed  of  the  following 
things :  I  left  this  country  in  1848,  and  went  directly  to  the  United 
States,  and  staid  there  above  5  years.  A  Permitt  of  Emigration  I  hade 
not  to  leave  this  country  for  the  United  States,  but  still  I  have  written 
to  you  m  my  last  letter  I  was  not  but  18  Years  of  age,  and  was  not  at 
the  same  time  old  enough  to  be  placed  in  the  army  for  a  soldier,  bekause 
the  do  not  take  them  here  before  the  age  of  20  years. 

I  would  like  a  answer  immediately  of  cours— the  13th  May  the  want 
to  put  me  for  the  Docter  to  be  overlooked,  if  I  am  abel  for  the  service. 

Your  humbly  servant, 

PHILIP  SILVERSTONE. 
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Mr.  Vroom  to  Mr,  SUverstone. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berliuy  May  12,  1854. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  and  the  papers 
iDcIosed,  which  appear  to  be  regular. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  you  have  voluntarily  come  back  to 
your  native  country,  and  put  yourself  in  the  power  of  her  laws.  These 
laws  you  violated  by  going  away  without  a  permit  of  emigration,  and 
without  having  performed  your  military  service;  and  being  now 
found  within  the  Prussian  dominions,  I  am  not  authorized  to  protect 
you  against  the  consequences  of  your  own  acts,  committed  whilst  you 
were  yet  a  Prussian  subject. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  will  be  advisable  for  you  to  withdraw, 
if  you  can  properly  do  it,  from  the  Prussian  territory,  and  return  to 
the  United  States,  or  go  to  some  other  place  where  you  may  be  pro- 
tected. 

So  fer  as  I  can  give  you  any  aid,  consistently  with  your  rights  and 
my  own  duty,  it  will  be  given  with  great  pleasure. 

Very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  D.  VROOM. 


Mr,  Vroom  to  Mr.  Marcy. 

[Extract.] 


No.  62.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  February  6,  1855. 
Sir:  *  *  *  *  :(e  *  I  transmit 

herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  John  F.  Klein,  a  naturalized  citizen, 
who  complains  of  having  been  arrested  at  Bunzlau,  in  this  kingdom, 
for  not  having  performed  his  military  service,  and  also  a  copy  of  my 
answer.  I  have  waited  some  time,  in  the  hope  of  hearing  further 
from  Mr.  Klein.  His  silence  induces  me  to  hope  that  he  has  made 
some  arrangement  with  the  authorities,  and  has  been  fully  released. 

4e  ♦  ♦  4c  4( 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  D.  VKOOM. 
Hon.  W.  L.  Makcy, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Klein  to  Mr.  Vroom. 

[Translation.] 

Bunzlau,  Jurisdiction  of  Liegnitz, 
Prussian  Province  of  Silesia,  January  15,  1855. 

I  beg  leave  to  present,  very  respectfully,  the  following  to  t\ie  ^iOXi- 
orable  minister; 
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Nearly  six  years  ago  I  left  Prussia,  my  fatherland,  after  completing 
my  military  duty  to  Prussia  in  the  fifth  yager  battalion,  at  Gorlitz, 
and  was  dismissed  as  a  half-invalid  of  the  second  levy. 

On  my  coming  away,  I  was  furnished  with  a  foreign  travel  pass- 
port. Since  then  I  have  resided  uninterruptedly  in  the  United  States, 
and  am  in  possession  of  copies  of  the  original  letters  of  naturalization. 

At  present  I  am  here,  looking  after  the  settlement  of  my  inheritance 
from  my  father,  and  intending  to  return  with  my  family  to  the  United 
States. 

Although  I  am  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  irreproachable, 
I  have  nevertheless  been  three  days  under  military  arrest,  because  I 
had  stayed  away  longer  than  my  passport  allowed.  Moreover,  the 
local  magistrate  here  has  reiused  to  give  to  me  the  official  passport 
issued  to  me  at  Washington,  which  I  delivered  to  him,  and  also  refuses 
to  state  the  reason  for  such  denial. 

I  am  unwilling  to  expose  myself  to  further  attacks  unprotected,  but 
only  to  bestir  myself  according  to  the  course  of  justice. 

To  your  honorable  legation,  which  I  as  an  American  citizen  allow 
myself  to  recognize  as  my  nearest  lawful  authority,  I  apply  for  protec- 
tion to  my  second  journey  hence  to  America. 

I  moreover  pray  you  to  answer  me  on  this  matter  as  promptly  as 
may  be :  How  far  the  pretensions  of  this  local  authority  may  affect 
my  person  and  other  relations?  Whether  the  local  magistrate  is 
entitled  to  withhold  the  American  passport  belonging  to  me?  Whether 
and  in  what  legal  conditions  I  may  reckon  on  the  support  of  the 
honorable  legation ;  and  whether  I  can,  before  my  journey  to  America, 
be  furnished  with  a  passport  from  the  legation,  when  with  testimonials 
of  good  conduct,  I  respectfully  ask  for  it? 

The  honorable  legation  will  most  graciously  excuse  me  for  having 
prayed  for  the  most  prompt  answer  possible.  Much  depends  on  that, 
lor  I  may  fall  into  the  embarrassment  of  too  near  approach  to  the  Prus- 
sian authorities,  or  of  yielding  too  far  the  rights  of  an  American 
citizen. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  F.  KLEIN. 


Mr.  Vroom  to  Mr,  Klein. 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin^  January  20,  1855. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  note  of  the  15th  instant,  informing  me 
that,  having  been  born  a  Prussian  subject,  you  left  your  native  country, 
about  six  years  ago,  after  having  performed  your  military  duty  in  the 
fifth  Prussian  rifle  battalion  at  Gorlitz,  and  after  having  been  declared 
a  half  invalid  of  the  second  summons;  that  having  been  provided  with 
a  passport,  you  went  to  the  United  States,  where  you  were  duly  natu- 
ralized ;  that  having  returned  to  this  country  to  attend  to  your  paternal 
inheritance,  with  a  regular  passport  from  the  government  of  the  United 
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States,  you  have  been  seized  and  placed  under  military  arrest,  because 
you  remained  abroad  longer  than  the  period  prescribed  in  your  origi- 
nal passport ;  and  that  the  magistrate  of  the  place  where  you  now  are 
refuses  to  return  your  American  passport,  without  assigning  any  reason 
for  such  refusal. 
You  desire  to  be  informed — 

1 .  How  far  you  can  be  affected  in  person  or  otherwise  by  the  just 
pretensions  or  claims  of  the  authorities? 

2.  Whether  the  magistrates  can  withhold  from  you  your  American 
passport? 

3.  Whether,  and  in  what  legal  mode  you  may  look  for  protection 
from  this  legation  ? 

4.  Whether,  before  your  departure  for  America,  you  can  be  provided 
with  a  passport  from  this  legation,  by  means  of  a  certificate  of  good 
behavior  ? 

I  have  considered  your  case  as  presented,  and  in  answer  to  your 
questions,  would  remark,  that  all  persons  going  from  this  kingdom, 
afler  having  performed  the  full  military  duty  required  of  all  its  sub- 
jects, and  complied  with  the  municipal  laws,  and  who  shall  there- 
after become  citizens  of  the  United  States,  are  entitled  to,  and  will 
receive  the  protection  of  that  country,  wherever  they  may  happen  to 
be.  But  if  they  shall  leave  the  kingdom  without  permission,  and  in 
violation  of  its  laws,  and  afterwards  return  voluntarily,  and  place 
themselves  within  the  power  of  the  laws  they  have  broken,  they  cannot 
be  protected  from  the  consequences  of  their  own  acts.  Applying  this 
rule,  you  will  be  able  to  see  how  far  you  may  be  legally  affected,  and 
what  are  the  just  claims  that  may  be  made  against  you. 

As  to  these  laws,  and  the  due  execution  of  them  as  regards  your 
case,  it  will  be  proper  for  me  to  ask  explanations  of  the  government, 
unless  you  think  that  course  will  involve  you  in  further  difficulties ; 
and  with  respect  to  this,  you  must  inform  me  at  once. 

I  do  not  understand  from  your  letter,  which  is  somewhat  vague,  that 
the  authorities  propose  to  enforce  any  other  penalties  against  you ;  and 
I  presume,  therefore,  the  magistrates  will  not  persist  in  withholding 
from  you  your  American  passport.  If  thejr  should,  after  proper  request 
made,  you  will  inform  me,  and  I  will  take  such  steps  as  may  be  proper 
to  secure  your  safe  return  to  the  United  States. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  D.  VKOOM. 


Mr.  Vroom  to  Mr.  Marcy. 

[Extract.] 


No.  68.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  March  20,  1855. 
gji^.        *♦♦***** 

I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Francis  A.  Hoffmann,  a  native  of 
Prussia,  now  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  inclosing  a  petition  to  t\i^ 
King  for  leave  to  vmt  Ms  Dative  country,  and  of  my  auBNiret  to\\»\ 
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also  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  inclos- 
ing the  petition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  D.  VROOM. 
Hon.  W.  L.  Marcy, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Hoffmann  to  Mr.  Vroom. 

Chicago,  February  13, 1855. 

Inclosed  please  find  my  letter  to  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia. 
I  left  Prussia  some  eighteen  years  ago,  and  owing  at  that  time,  as  I 
am  now  informed,  military  service  to  the  Prussian  government,  of 
which  I  was  then  a  subject.  I  have  acquired  United  States  citizenship 
many  years  ago,  and  am  desirous  of  visiting  my  native  country  on 
business. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  you  kindly  to  cause  the  delivery  of 
my  inclosed  petition  into  the  proper  hands,  and  have  the  honor  to 
subscribe  myself  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  A.  HOFFMANN. 


Mr,  Vroom  to  Mr,  Hoffmann, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin^  March  19,  1855. 

Sm:  I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  13th  of  February,  inclosing  a 
memorial  to  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia  for  leave  to  visit  your 
native  country.  The  memorial  I  have  transmitted  to  the  minister  of 
foreign  affairs  to  be  laid  before  his  Majesty.  As  an  answer  may  not 
be  returned  in  some  time,  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  apprise  you  that 
the  petition  has  been  received  and  your  request  attended  to.  As  soon 
as  I  shall  be  informed  of  the  result  of  your  application,  I  will  give  you 
notice. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  D.  VROOM. 


Mr,  Vroom  to  Baron  Maivteuffd. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

March  19,  1855. 

Monsieuk  le  Baron:  The  inclosed  petition  to  his  Mmesty  the  King 
has  been  forwarded  to  me  by  the  petitioner,  Francis  A.  Hoffinann,  now 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States.     Without  committing  myself  in  any 
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way  in  relation  to  his  rights  as  an  American  citizen,  I  have  felt  it  my 
duty  to  transmit  the  memorial  to  your  excellency,  hoping  that  his 
Majesty,  on  viewing  the  same,  will  be  pleased  to  grant  the  reasonable 
prayer  of  the  petitioner. 

I  beg  your  excellency  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  high  considera- 
tion. 

P.  D.  VROOM. 


Mr.  Vroom  to  Mr.  Marcy. 

[Extract.] 


No.  94.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Berlin  J  September  18,  1855. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  copies  of  the  following 
papers: 

7.  A  note  from  the  minister  of  foreign  aflfairs,  dated  ITtlf  instant, 
informing  me  that  the  petition  of  Francis  A.  Hoffmann,  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  for  leave  to  visit  his  native  country  without  being  sub- 
jected to  military  requisitions  or  penalties  has  been  denied. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  D.  VROOM. 
Hon.  W.  L.  Marcy, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Baron  Manteuffel  to  Mr.  Vroom. 

[Translation.] 

Berlin,  September  17,  1855. 

Sir:  You  have  been  so  good  as  to  cause  to  reach  me,  by  your  dis- 
patch of  the  19th  of  March  last,  a  petition  to  the  King,  from  Mr. 
Francis  A.  Hoffmann,  originally  a  Prussian,  who  has  settled  at  Chi- 
cago, in  the  United  States,  and  who  requests  permission  to  return  to 
his  native  country. 

This  request  having  been,  by  order  of  his  Majesty,  sent  to  the  min- 
i«ter  of  the  interior,  information  has  been  obtained  by  the  president- 
in-chief  of  the  province  of  Westphalia  in  regard  to  the  antecedents  of 
the  man  Hoffmann,  from  which  it  has  been  ascertained  that  that  indi- 
vidual left  Prussia  in  1840,  without  authority  of  his  government,  and 
before  he  had  complied  with  his  military  obligations.  On  his  beinff 
prosecuted  as  a  rebellious  recruit,  the  court  of  Paderborn  condemned 
nim,  on  the  22d  of  January,  1846,  to  the  confiscation  of  all  his  present 
and  future  property  in  Prussia. 
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Under  these  eircumstanoes,  the  minister  of  the  interior  has  deemed 
it  his  duty  to  hesitate  in  supporting  Mr.  Hoffman's  claim  before  the 
King.  The  petitioner  has  already  been  directly  notified  of  this.  I 
have  not  been  willing,  however,  to  omit  informing  you  likewise,  and 
request  you,  sir,  to  accept,  with  my  regrets,  the  assurance  of  my  high 
consideration. 

MANTEUFFEL. 


Mr,  Vroom  to  Mr.  Marcy, 

[Extract.] 


No.  99.]  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

Berlin,  October  23,  1855. 

gjj^.  4c  *  «  4c  «  4c  ♦ 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  John  Statz,  a 
Prussian  J}y  birth,  who  left  this  country  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years, 
and  returned  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  just  after  having  been 
naturalized  as  a  citizen.  After  being  at  Cologne  about  three  months, 
he  was  taken  up  and  placed  in  the  army.  As  this  case  does  not  differ 
from  several  which  have  preceded  it,  I  informed  Mr.  Statz,  in  my  an- 
swer, that  I  would  send  a  copy  of  his  letter  to  the  department,  but 
could  not  hold  out  to  him  any  prospect  of  relief.  I  did  not  think  it 
advisable  to  make  any  application  to  this  government,  not  being  able 
to  distinguish  it  from  former  cases  in  which  interference  has  been 
refused. 

4c'4c4c4c4c4c4c« 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectftiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  D.  VROOM. 
Hon.  W.  L.  Marct, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Statz  to  Mr.  Vroom. 


CoLOQNE,  Qctober  12,  1855. 

Sir:  Forced  by  the  arbitrary  measures  of  the  Prussian  government's 
officers  at  Cologne,  I,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  appeal  to  your 
protection,  and  invoke  your  aid  and  intercession  as  embassador.  My 
citizen  patent  and  passport,  here  inclosed,  will  easily  convince  you  of 
my  being  a  citizen  of  the  United  States ;  nor  will  you,  therefore,  fail 
to  give  me  that  '*  lawful  aid  and  protection"  warranted  to  me  in  our 
Secretary  of  State's  passport,  against  the  unlawful  and  violent  measures 
of  subordinate  Prussian  officers  at  Cologne,  whose  conduct  vrill  soon, 
by  your  intercession,  be  disavowed  and  disapproved  of  by  the  Prussian 
government  themselves.     But  I  must  first  state  you  my  case: 
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I  was  born  at  Cologne,  Bhenish  Prussia.  In  the  year  1849,  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years,  I  left  Prussia,  went  to  the  United  States,  and, 
ever  afterwards,  staid  there  until  the  end  of  April,  1855 — that  is,  for 
a  space  of  five  years  and  a  half.  Having  obtained,  in  the  month  of 
January,  1855,  the  quality  of  a  citizen,  I  departed  from  my  adopted 
country  with  the  view  of  settling  some  pecuniary  matters  and  family 
affairs  at  Cologne.  Trusting  to  my  quality  of  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  sure  of  the  aid  oi  my  adopted  country's  government  and 
embassador,  I  arrived  at  Cologne,  where,  after  an  unmolested  stay  of 
about  three  months,  I  was  suddenly  arrested  by  night ;  my  papers  were 
strictly,  but  in  vain,  sought  after;  I  was  put  into  a  miserable  prison; 
and,  after  some  days,  during  which  I  was  totally  cut  off  of  all  commu- 
nication with  any  of  my  friends,  I  was  forced  to  become,  although  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  now  an  alien  to  Prussia,  a  common 
soldier.  I  could  not  but  submit  to  this  disgraceful  treatment,  since 
all  resistance,  all  protestations,  as  being  no  more  a  subject  to  Prussia, 
were  in  vain,  and  would  still  more  deprive  me  of  any  occasion  and 
possibility  of  invoking  the  *'aid  and  protection"  of  our  government's 
consuls  and  embassador.  Such  unworthy  treatment,  and  the  strict 
searches  made  for  my  papers,  the  superficial  refusal  of  paying  any 
respect  to  my  quality  of  citizen  of  the  IJnited  States,  altogether  inspired 
me  with  the  suspicion  that  had  those  papers,  by  which  I  am  enabled 
to  prove  my  citizenship,  been  found  out  by  the  Prussian  policemen, 
they  would  not  have  hesitated  to  seize  them,  and  so  to  deprive  me  of 
all  means  of  protesting  and  reclaiming  against  their  arbitrary 
behaviour ;  therefore,  and  because  I  would  fully  be  qualified  in  your 
eyes,  I  now  intrust  you  with  these  papers  that  are  most  dear  to  me. 

Now,  as  for  the  reasons  proffered  by  those  Prussian  officers,  in  an 
at  least  very  strange  misconception  of  their  duty  and  office,  they  are 
quite  futile,  and  against  all  law.  They  say,  '*  that  when  I  went  away 
I  had  the  obligation  of  becoming  a  Prussian  soldier,  which  duty,  by 

oing  away,  I  had  evaded,  and  ought  now  to  be  forced  to  fulfill  it." 

ut  this  is  wholly  untrue ;  for,  even  if  I  had  evaded  that  duty  or  obli- 
eation,  I  would,  by  becoming  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  have  been 
deUvered  of  this  as  well  as  of  any  other  obligation  of  a  Prussian  citizen. 
Yet  my  case  is  quite  another  and  much  more  favorable  for  me ;  I  never 
have,  nor  could  nave,  evaded  that  military  obligation,  since  when  I  left 
Prussia  I  was  only  sixteen  years  of  age,  (as  I  am  able  to  prove.)    Now, 
no  Prussian  is  liable  to  military  service  before  the  age  of  nineteen,  and, 
even  if  he  unshed  it,  can  enter  that  service  before  the  age  of  seventeen. 
Therefore,  since  I  left  Prussia,  in  the  year  1849,  and  (if  1  had  been  still 
in  Prussia)  would  have  become  liable  to  service  in  1852,  I  left  Prussia 
when  I  had  no  such  obligation.     I  returned  when  I  had  broke  the  whole 
contract  between  Prussia  and  me,  by  becoming  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States.     So  I  have  no  Prussian  citizen's  obligation  at  all,  and  conse- 
quently am  unlawfully  retained.     In  the  surest  conscience  of  my  being 
in  the  right,  and  suffering  unlawful  retention  by  a  government  alien 
to  me,  I  now  invoke  and  implore  you,  sir,  in  your  quality  of  embassador 
of  my  country,  to  give  me  tnat  **  lawful  aid  and  protection"  warranted 
in  my  passport,  and  to  do  those  steps  which  will  speedily  deliver  me 


? 
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from  unlawAil  retention ;  and^  hoping  that  my  case  will  still  easier  he 
righted  than  that  of  Koszta, 

I  am  yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  STATZ, 
Muakdeer  heim^  30fA  InfafUry  Regiment^  &th  Company,  Coin. 


Mr.  Vroom  to  Mr.  StcUz. 


Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  October  17,  1855. 

Sir:  I  received-  yesterday  your  letter  from  Cologne  of  the  12th 
instant,  in  which  you  informed  me  that  you  left  Prussia,  your  native 
country,  in  1849,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and  went  to  the  United 
States,  where  you  have  since  resided ;  that  after  being  naturalized,  in 
1855,  you  returned  to  Prussia  with  the  view  of  settling  up  some  pecu- 
niary and  family  matters,  when,  after  remaining  at  Cologne  about  three 
months,  you  were  arrested  and  imprisoned,  and  then  compelled  to  enter 
the  Prussian  army  as  a  common  soldier.  I  regret  that,  after  having 
left  this  countrv  without  leave,  and  against  the  law,  you  should, 
immediately  on  becoming  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  have  returned 
here  again,  and  remained  so  long  as  you  have  done,  thus  exposing 
yourself  to  the  danger  of  being  apprehended  and  placed  in  the  ranks. 
I  regret  still  more  that  I  cannot  hold  out  to  you  any  prospect  of  speedy 
relief.  I  am  persuaded  it  will  be  useless  for  me  to  make  any  appeal  to 
this  government.  You  have  returned  here  voluntarily,  and  placed 
yourself  within  the  power  of  the  Prussian  laws,  and  these  laws  claim 
of  you  the  performance  of  a  military  service  which  you  owed  before  you 
became  an  American  citizen.  All  I  can  do  is  to  send  a  copy  of  your 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State ;  but  I  have  no  reason  to  expect  that, 
under  such  circumstances,  the  government  of  the  United  States  will 
direct  me  to  interfere. 

Your  case  is  entirely  different  from  that  of  Koszta,  to  which  you 
refer.  When  Koszta  was  seized  by  the  Austrian  authorities  on  the 
ground  of  his  being  an  Austrian  subject,  he  was  not  in  the  territory 
of  Austria,  nor  within  the  power  of  her  laws,  but  in  a  neutral  country; 
and  for  this  reason  alone,  independently  of  any  other,  it  was  proper 
on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  United  States  to  demand  and  compel 
his  delivery.  If  Prussia  had  undertaken  to  interfere  with  you  in 
Belgium,  or  any  other  neighboring  country,  the  cases  would  have  been 
similar.     You  will  readily  see  the  difference  between  them. 

I  return  your  certificate  of  naturalization  and  passport. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  D.  VKOOM. 
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Mr.  Vroom  to  Mr.  Marcy. 

[Extract.] 

No.  110.]  Legation  oe  the  United  States, 

Berlin^  January  8,  1856. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose — 

5.  A  copy  of  a  letter  from  John  Statz,  and  my  answer  to  it.  This 
unfortunate  case  is  stated  at  length  in  dispatch  No.  99.  Mr.  Statz 
seems  to  be  of  opinion,  as  you  will  perceive,  that  a  formal  demand  on 
my  part  will  certainly  eflfect  his  release,  and  he  will  probably  blame 
me  for  not  making  it.  But  I  have  referred  him  to  my  first  views  of 
the  case,  and  told  him  they  were  not  changed  by  anything  contained 
in  his  letter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  D.  VROOM. 
Hon.  W.  L.  Marcy, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Statz  to  Mr.  Vroom. 


Cologne,  December  19,  1855. 

Sir:  With  much  satisfaction,  I  received  your  speedy  answer  of  Ber- 
lin, the  15th  of  October,  to  my  letter  of  Cologne,  the  12th.  Although 
I  regret  very  much  that  you  cannot  yourself  do  anything  in  my  case 
without  instruction  from  Washington,  I  have  put  my  hope  on  the 
decision  of  our  government.  Awaiting  this  decision,  I  have  not  pre- 
sumed, till  now,  to  trouble  you  with  any  further  correspondence. 
Now,  however,  I  feel  myself  obliged  to  write  to  you  again,  because  I 
now  first  begin  to  think  that  you  possibly  might  have  postponed  that 
only  step  you  could  do  for  me,  viz :  to  send  a  copy  of  my  letter  to 
Washington  until  I  should  directly  have  requested  you  to  do  so.  In 
this  case,  I  now  request  you  to  forward  copies  of  both  my  letters  to 
Washington.  I  hope,  and  I  must  hope,  that  our  government  will  in- 
tercede mr  me;  and,  in  order  that  you,  sir,  may  become  more  inclined 
to  intercede  for  me,  I  must  make  the  following  remarks  on  some  points 
of  your  letter. 

You  concluded,  sir,  perhaps  from  an  expression  in  my  last  letter  not 
sufficiently  clear,  that  I  haa  left  Prussia  without  leave,  and  against 
the  law;  yet  I  left  Prussia  with  a  regular  "passport  for  one  year  ;" 
therefore  I  can  only  be  said  to  have  not  returned  in  the  proper  time. 
Even  if  I  had  not  had  that  ardent  desire  and  intention  of  becoming  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  I  could  not  have  returned  in  the  term 
prescribed  in  mj  passport,  because  I  had  not  the  means ;  and  so,  you 
see,  that,  even  m  the  eyes  of  a  Prussian,  I  am  not  quite  such  a  run- 
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away  as  I  should  be  if  I  had  left  Prussia  without  any  leave  and  agains^^ 
the  law. 

Your  letter  also  observes  that  my  case  is  entirely  different  from  thmt 
of  Koszta.     I  must,  however,  maintain  that,  if  there  is  a  difference  in 
the  right  of  both  cases,  it  is  entirely  to  my  favor.     Koszta  was  not  yet 
a  citizen ;  he  only  had  the  intention.     I,  however,  am  a  citizen.     This, 
indeed,  is  a  weighty  difference. 

But,  that  I  am  in  Prussia,  and  that  Koszta  was  on  neutral  ground, 
does  not  make  the  cases  entirely  different.  A  superficial  difference  it 
is,  indeed,  but  it  does  not  touch  the  chief  question,  the  question  of 
rigJU.  The  difficulty  of  protecting  me  may  perhaps  seem  to  be 
greater,  but  then  the  power  of  the  United  States  is  sucn  that  all  diffi- 
culties must  vanish  before  their  influence.  A  simple  reclamation 
would  deliver  me  directly ;  at  least,  I  see  no  grouna  why  the  trial 
should  not  be  made  to  deliver  me.  Even  if  the  steps  to  be  taken  in 
my  favor  should  seem  to  promise  no  success,  yet  those  steps  ought  to 
be  taken,  for  then  I  could  confess  that  something  had  been  done,  or  at 
least  tried,  for  me. 

But  you  remark,  as  a  difficulty,  that  I  owed  a  military  service  be- 
fore I  became  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  Even  the  case  of  Koszta 
is  a  splendid  precedent,  showing  and  declaring  ''that  the  United 
States  will  not  only  protect  those  that  are  already  citizens,  but  also 
that  'citizenship'  has  a  retrospective  effect,  and  that  even  the  inten- 
tion of  becoming  a  citizen  has  been  regarded  as  a  motive  for  protecting 
him  who  has  that  intention."  Now,  if  this  retrospective  and  antici- 
pating effect  of  citizenship  has  once  been  acknowleaged  in  the  case  of 
Koszta,  it  will  also  protect  me  and  justify  an  intercession  in  my  favor, 
for,  when  I  first  became  liable  to  military  service,  I  was  already  three 
years  in  America,  with  the  intention,  afterwards  realized,  of  becoming 
a  citizen.  Therefore,  if  the  government  of  the  United  States  will  act 
up  to  their  own  principles,  shown  in  the  case  of  Koszta,  they  will  in- 
tercede for  me  also,  and  my  intention  of  becoming  a  citizen  will  have 
protected  me  from  becoming  liable  to  service  in  Prussia. 

I  am  sure  that  the  slightest  steps  taken  in  my  favor  will  deliver  m& 
directly ;  and  the  Prussian  government  would  rather  choose  to  dismiss 
a  hundred  persons  in  my  situation  than  to  give  the  slightest  offense  to 
the  pronounced  will  and  wish  of  the  United  States.    If  you,  sir,  would 
do  one  step  in  my  favor,  the  Prussian  government  would  probably  not 
await  the  result  of  an  official  correspondence.     I  have  strong  reasons 
to  think  that  they  would  deliver  me  themselves,  in  their  own  admin- 
istrative way,  as  they  do  in  many  cases.     Moreover,  my  being  put  in 
the  ranks  may  easily  be  regarded  as  the  act  of  subordinate  officers,  and 
easily  be  disapproved  of.     Awaiting,  therefore,  whatever  will  be  done 
for  me,  and  trusting  to  the  protection  of  our  government,  I  remain, 
sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  STATZ, 
Musketier  beim,  30  Inf.  Eeg,,  8*tn  Compagnie,  Coin. 

Mr.  P.  D.  Vroom, 

Embassador  of  the  United  States^  Berlin, 
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Mr.  Vroom  to  Mr.  Statz. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin^  January  5,  1856. 

8m:  I  have  received  your  note  of  the  19th  of  last  month,  and,  aflber 
careiiilly  considering  its  contents,  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  take  any 
view  of  your  case  different  from  that  taken  in  my  communication  of 
the  15th  of  October.  Your  letter  to  this  legation  and  my  answer  to 
it  have  been  transmitted  without  delay  to  the  Secretary,  at  Washing- 
ton; and  whatever  instructions  may  be  given  me  in  regard  to  your 
case  will  be  strictly  complied  with.  If  no  instructions  shall  be 
received,  I  shall  conclude  that  the  course  I  have  pursued  has  been 
approved. 

There  is  one  fact  stated  in  your  last  letter,  and  which  was  not  men- 
tioned in  your  first,  that  requires  a  single  remark.  It  is,  that  you 
had  a  regular  passport  for  a  year,  and  therefore  did  not  go  from 
Prossia  '^  without  leave  and  against  law,"  as  I  had  observed  in  my 
answer.  I  do  not  perceive  that  this  alters  the  case  in  your  favor. 
The  passport  was  a  mere  permission  to  be  absent  for  a  year,  and  it 
implied  a  promise  that  you  would  return  at  the  end  of  the  time.    This 

Cttise  you  violated ;  and,  if  you  took  advantage  of  the  license  to 
me  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  it  does  not  place  you  in  a  better 
position  than  if  you  had  gone  without  any  leave  whatever.  By  the 
renmrk  I  made,  I  intended  to  be  understood  that  you  had  emigrated 
from  and  abandoned  your  country  "without  leave  and  against  law;" 
and  this  is  strictly  true. 

I  feel  much  concern  for  you  in  your  present  situation,  and  shall  be 
glad,  as  you  may  well  suppose,  to  do  anything  for  your  relief  that 
may  be  consistent  with  my  views  of  propriety  and  duty. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  D.  VROOM. 
Mr.  John  Statz,  Cologne. 


Mr.  Vroom  to  Mr.  Marcy. 

[Extract.] 


No.  112.]  Lbqation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  JanvAxry  22, 1856. 

Sib: 

****** 

Mr.  Statz,  who  has  been  placed  in  the  army,  and  whose  case  has 
been  before  referred  to  on  several  occasions,  continues  to  write  to  the 
legation.  In  his  last  letter  he  endeavors  a^ain  to  show  that,  as  an 
American  citizen,  he  is  entitled  to  full  protection  as  against  the  claims 
of  this  government,  and  wishes  to  know  at  what  time  he  may  con- 
clude, from  my  not  receiving  any  special  instruction,  that  the  course 
I  have  taken  in  his  case  has  been  approved  by  the  department.     I 
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have  told  liim,  as  will  be  perceived  by  a  copy  of  the  correspondence, 
that  if  any  instruction  was  to  be  given,  it  would  be  done  without 
unnecessary  delay.  He  thinks  an  absolute  demand  should  be  made 
for  his  release,  and  that  before  "the  pronounced  will  of  the  United 
States"  all  difficulties  must  vanish.  My  reason  for  not  making  such 
demand  was  explained  to  him  in  my  first  letter  of  the  17th  of  October; 
and  in  the  same  letter  I  informed  him  that  I  had  no  reason  to  suppose 
the  government  of  the  United  States  would  direct  me  to  interfere.— 
(See  dispatch  99.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  D.  VEOOM. 

Hon.  W.  L.  Marcy, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Statz  to  Mr.  Vroom. 


Cologne,  January  15,  1856. 

Sir:  Your  note  of  the  5th  of  this  month,  although  it  did  not  much 
encourage  me,  yet  in  its  conclusion  confirmed  me  in  the  favorable 
opinion  I  had  already  conceived  of  your  concern  for  me  in  my  present 
situation ;  nothing,  therefore,  but  the  duty  of  utmost  self-defense  im- 
pels me  to  trouble  you  with  another  letter. 

Your  letter  tells  me  that  '4f  no  instructions  will  be  received"  from 
Washington  you  will  conclude  that  "the  course  you  have  pursued  will 
have  been  approved;"  but  since  all  my  other  steps  must  be  directed 
by  the  previous  and  certain  information  whether  I  am  to  expect  that 
any  instruction  in  my  favor  may  possibly  still  arrive,  I  beg  you  will 
point  out  to  me  the  probable  term,  which  being  elapsed,  I  may  safely 
conclude  that  the  course  you  pursued  has  been  approved  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  and  that  I  may  give  up  all  hope  for  protection  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States. 

By  your  observation  that  my  regular  Prussian  passport  did  not 
alter  the  case  in  my  favor,  I  am  indeed  convinced  and  assent  to  your 
opinion ;  only  this  may  show  that  I  am  not  quite  a  runaway,  and  that 
it  I  offended  the  law  it  was  only  in  a  passive  way.  Yet  there  was 
another  point  in  my  last  letter  which  you  did  neither  refute  nor  men- 
tion, on  which,  however,  I  lay  the  greatest  stress. 

If  I  grant  all  other  points,  yet  there  remains  the  fact  that  the 
intention  of  becoming  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  has  a  protective 
power,  that  citizenship  itself  therefore  has  a  retrospective  power.  This 
has  been  acknowledged  by  our  government,  because  they  did  intercede 
in  the  case  of  Koszta^  and  so  I  do  not  seem  to  demand  unreasonably 
that  in  my  own  case,  too,  the  government  of  the  United  States  may 
act  up  to  their  own  principle  and  protect  me.  This  "power  of  the 
intention,"  or,  which  is  the  same  thing,  this  "retrospective  power  of 
citizenship"  must  also  have  protected  me  against  becoming  liable  to  the 
military  service  of  Prussia  whilst  I  was  staying  in  the  United  States 
with  the  intention,  afterwards  executed,  and  thus  proved  to  be  sincere, 
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f  becoming  a  citizen.  That  the  difficulty  of  protecting  me  is  now 
reater  than  it  was  in  the  case  of  Koszta,  I  do  not  know.  Besides 
\ns,  all  difficulties  must  vanish  before  the  pronounced  will  of  the 
Inited  States.  Moreover,  this  difficulty,  that  I  am  in  the  territory  of 
^russia,  and  that  Koszta  was  in  a  neutral  country,  does  not  afifect  the 
hief  point,  the  question  of  right  in  both  cases ;  it  does  not  make  them 
miir^  different.  If  this  circumstance  makes  a  superficial  difference 
n  favor  of  Koszta,  the  difference  in  my  favor,  viz :  that  I  am  a  now 
ntizen,  and  that  Koszta  only  bad  the  intention,  must  also  be  con- 
sidered; and,  moreover,  the  point  in  question  is.  not  whether  I  can 
1)6  protected  without  difficulty,  but  whether  I  ought  to  be  protected. 
If  you,  sir,  would  prove  this  claim  of  protection  to  be  groundless, 
which  I  hope  you  will  not,  then,  and  only  then,  I  shall  be  reduced  to 
take  the  same  view  of  my  case  which  you  took  in  both  your  communi- 
cations. 

Awaiting,  therefore,  your  answer  and  an  information  about  the  term 
after  which  no  instructions  are  to  be  expected  from  Washington. 

I  remain,  sir,  with  thankful  acknowledgment  of  the  concern  you 
profess  to  feel  for  me,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  STATZ, 
Musketeer y  30th  Infantry  Regiment ^  %th  Company, 

Mr.  P.  D.  Vkoom, 

Embassador  of  the  United  States^  Berlin, 


Mr,  Vroom  to  Mr,  Statz, 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berliny  January  21,  1856. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  15th  instant  has  been  duly  received. 

I  am  not  able  to  give  you  any  satisfactory  answer  as  to  the  time 
after  which  no  instructions  are  to  be  expected  from  Washington  in 
regard  to  your  case.  The  papers  have  all  been  forwarded,  and  your 
last  letter  will  be  sent  to-morrow.  If,  in  view  of  the  whole  matter, 
the  department  shall  think  it  advisable  to  give  any  special  instruction, 
I  am  sure  it  will  not  be  long  delayed.  Permit  me  to  assure  you  again 
of  my  sympathy  for  you  in  your  unfortunate  situation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  D.  VROOM. 

Mr.  John  Statz. 


Mr,  Vroom  to  Mr,  Marcy, 


No.  117.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  February  26,  1856, 

Sir:  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Mr.  Abel  French,  consul  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  has  referred  to  me  the 

case  of  Mr.  Greorge  Schlemmer,  who  has  applied  to  him  for  protection 

Ex.  Doc.  38 7 
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and  relief  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  On  examining  the  papeiv 
I  have  informed  Mr.  French  that  an  application  to  the  governmeni 
here  would  be  entirely  useless^  and  that  I  saw  no  mode  in  which  Mr 
Schlemmer  could  be  reliered.  The  case  is  one  of  that  class  where  per 
sons  obtaining  from  the  goyernment  leave  to  go  to  the  United  States 
for  a  year,  rei:nain  abroad  long  enough  to  become  citizens,  and  on  theii 
return  are  compelled  to  perform  military  service.  It  is  similar  to  thai 
of  John  Statz,  about  which  there  has  been  considerable  correspondence 
Copies  of  the  application  of  Mr.  Schlemmer  (through  a  relative)  to  Mr. 
French,  of  his  letter  to  me,  and  my  answer  are  forwarded  with  thic 
dispatch. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  D.  VROOM. 

Hon.  W.  L.  Marcy,  . 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  French  to  Mr.  Vroom, 


United  States  Consulate, 
Atx-ta-ChapeUe,  February  23, 1856. 

Sir  :  I  inclose  herewith  a  certificate  of  naturalization  of  Mr.  George 
Schlemmer,  together  with  a  letter  which  covered  it,  from  his  brother- 
in-law,  Mr.  Stahlschmidt. 

I  have  written  to  Mr.  Stahlschmidt  that  I  should  send  his  commu- 
nication to  you  for  such  action  as  you  might  see  fit  to  take,  but  that  I 
feared  that  nothing  could  be  done  to  relieve  his  relative  from  the 
unpleasant  situation  in  which  he  has  placed  himself. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  FRENCH. 

Hon.  Peter  D.  Vroom, 

United  States  Minister,  Berlin. 


Mr.  StaJdschmidt  to  Mr.  French. 

The  undersigned,  brother-in-law  of  George  Schlemmer,  a  citizen  oi 
the  United  States  of  America,  naturalized  on  the  4th  of  December, 
1854,  wishes  to  claim  the  protection  of  the  United  States  government 
for  the  said  G.  Schlemmer. 

Said  G.  Schlemmer  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  the  year 
1849,  with  a  passport  of  the  Prussian  government  for  one  year.  Pecu- 
niary diflSculty  prevented  his  returning  to  Prussia,  and  he  became  in 
due  time  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  Family  business  made  hia 
return  necessary ;  he  was  provided  with  a  United  States  passport, 
dated  Washington,  October,  1855.  After  coming  home,  he  was  taken 
prisoner  by  the  Prussian  government,  and  made  a  soldier  against  his 
free  will,  and  while  protesting,  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  they 
made  him  swear  as  a  soldier  by  force.    Believing  this  to  be  against  the 
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right  of  nations,  he  claims  the  protection  of  the  United  States  government 
for  the  said  G.  Schlemmer.    Hoping  that  you,  as  United  States  consul, 

I    will  do  everything  in  your  power  to  release  him,  I  sign,  respectfully, 

'    your  servant.  

f      Mr.  French, 

^  United  States  Consui  in  Aachen. 


I 


Mr,  Stahlschmidt  to  Mr.  French. 

[Translation.] 

Beuss,  February  22,  1856. 

My  brother-in-law  George  Schlemmer,  returned  some   weeks  ago 
from  America,  an  a  visit  to  his  mother,  brothers,  and  listers.     He  is 
twenty-six  years  old,  and  emigrated  at  the  age  of  nineteen.     He  tried 
to  obtain  permission  to  remain  at  Elberfeld,  but  it  was  refused  to  him. 
Hifl  American  passport  was  taken  from  him,  and  he  was  sent  to  Dus- 
seldorf,  under  the  escort  of  gen  d'armes.     On  his  arrival  there  he  was 
forthwith  forced  into  military  service.    He  has  to  undergo  a  great  deal 
of  drilling  ;  is  not  allowed  to  go  out  without  a  guard,  and  all  inter- 
course by  letter  is  denied  him.     Those  about  him  are  strictly  enjoined 
to  watch  him  closely. 

My  brother-in-law  wrote  the  above  statement  in  a  hurry,  and  re- 
quested me  to  copy  it,  and  to  add  some  explanations,  and  then  to  put 
it  into  your  hands.  Now,  as  he  is  in  a  very  unfortunate  position,  and 
has,  moreover,  business  to  attend  to  in  America,  which  suffers  greatly 
on  iK^count  of  his  absence,  I  solicit  your  kind  sympathy  and  assistance 
in  his  behalf.  I  herewith  inclose  to  vou  his  certificate  of  naturaliza- 
tion,  which  I  beg  you  will  return  to  me,  requesting  that  you  will 
communicate  to  my  address  the  result  of  your  kind  efforts  in  the 
matter. 
Your  most  devoted,  humble  servant, 

W.  STAHLSCHMIDT. 
A.  French,  Esq., 

United  Stages  Constd,  Aix-la-ChapeUe. 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  February  25,  1856. 

Your  letter  of  the  23d  instant,  in  regard  to  the  case  of  George 
Schlemmer,  has  been  received  with  the  papers  acconipanying  it.  It 
appears  that  Mr.  Schlemmer  left  Prussia  for  the  united  States  in 
1849,  being  then  in  his  nineteenth  year,  with  a  passport  from  his 
government,  giving  him  leave  of  absence  for  a  year,  instead  of  re- 
turning, he  remained  in  the  United  States  upwards  of  five  years,  and 
in  the  meanwhile  became  naturalized  as  a  citizen,  in  the  court  of 
common  pleas  for  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  on  the  4th  of 
December,  1864,  as  appears  by  his  certificate  of  naturalization.  He 
has  now  returned  voluntarily  and  placed  himself  within  the  power  of 


100  OOMPULSORT  EKLISTMENT 

the  laws  which  he  violated  before  he  had  any  claim  to  protection  from 
our  government.  I  do  not  see  that  under  such  circumstances  anything 
can  he  done  by  the  legation  here  for  his  relief.  I  am  satisfied  that  any 
application  to  the  Prussian  government  for  his  discharge  would  be 
unavailing.  The  government  is  especially  strict  towards  those  who 
have  taken  advantage  of  a  limited  absence,  granted  them  as  a  favor, 
to  become  citizens  or  subjects  of  another  country. 

I  inclose  the  certificate  of  naturalization  you  sent  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  D.  VROOM. 

Abel  French,  Esq . , 

Consul  of  the  United  States  at  Atx^a-CkapeUe. 


Mr.  Vroom  to  Mr.  Marcy. 

[Extract.] 


No.  127.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  May  13,  1856.       J, 

Sir:  I  have  at  length  received  from  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
an  answer  to  my  note  of  January  4,  in  which  was  stated  the  case  of  "-: 
the  brothers   Herzfeld,  who  had  been  ordered  to  leave  the  Prussian  >- 
territory  in  a  fortnight.     This  note,  and  the  correspondence  accompa*  i^ 
nying  it,  will  be  found  in  my  dispatch  No.  110.     The  answer  of  the  ^ 
minister  is  very  much  as  I  anticipated  it  would  be.     The  government  c 
is  induced  to  think,  as  it  would  seem,  that  these  brothers  obtained 
their  permit  of  emigration  not  with  a  view  of  emigrating  in  good  &ith,  ^  ^ 
but  to  avoid  military  service  ;  and  for  this  and  other  reasons  which  are  :  y 
given,  it  is  unwilling  that  they  shall  remain  longer  in  Prussia.     The  .^, 
answer  shows  that  tne  decree  of  expulsion  was  not  executed  against  .-^ 
them,  and  that  they  were  suffered  to  remain  three  months,  the  period  ►,! 
requested  in  my  note.     Further  time  will  not  be  granted,  and  I  have  ^ 
notified  them  accordingly. 

The  minister,  in  his  answer,  states  that  Gustave  Herzfeld,  one  of  v 
the  brothers,  was  furnished  with  a  regular  passport  from  the  govern-  <r^ 
ment  of  the  United  States,  while  the  other  one  nad  only  a  declaration  ,  ^ 
of  intention  to  become  a  citizen.  I  think  the  regency  of  Dusseldorff,  ^'^, 
who  furnished  information  to  the  government  here,  must  be  under  ;^ 
some  piistake  as  to  this,  at  least  I  hope  so,  because  it  was  not  repre-  ;;^ 
sented  to  me  that  Gustave  Herzfeld  had  such  passport,  and  if  such  an  ^'^ 
one  was  in  his  possession,  it  must  have  been  improperly  obtained:        .'^* 

A  copy  of  the  note  of  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  and  of  my  letter  ,^' 
to  the  Herzfelds,  informing  them  of  its  purport,  are  sent  herewith.         \  ' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ^^ 

P.  D.  VROOM  Z 

Hon.  W.  L.  Marcy,  ^ 

Secretary  of  State.  ^ 


n 


OF  AMERICAN  CITIZENS.  101 

Baron  Manteuffd  to  Mr.  Vroom. 

[Translation.] 

Berlin,  May  2,  1856. 

Sir:  Since  the  reception  of  your  official  communication  of  the  4th  of 
January  last,  I  have  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  minister  of  the 
interior  the  reclamation  of  the  brothers  Gustavus  and  Maximilian 
Herzfeld,  who  form  the  subject  of  it.  Mr.  de  Westphalen  having 
asked  the  regency  of  Dusseldorf  for  a  report  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
the  result  is  as  follows : 

The  two  individuals  in  question  emigrated  to  America  in  1854,  with 
the  consent  of  their  government,  so  that  they  are  no  longer  Prussian 
subjects.  After  an  aosence  of  from  three  to  six  months,  they  returned 
to  Neuss,  their  place  of  birth.  One  of  the  brothers,  Gustavus,  was 
provided  with  a  passport  from  the  government  of  the  United  States  in 
proper  form ;  the  other,  Maximilian,  with  a  certificate  attesting  that 
he  had  provisionally  been  admitted  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 
Having  asked  permission  to  stop  at  Neuss,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting 
&eir  relatives  there,  permits  of  sojourn  were  issued  to  them  by  the 
police. 

The  provincial  councilor  of  the  circuit,  however,  deemed  it  his  duty 
to  have  investigation  made  into  the  military  relations  of  the  brothers 
Herzfeld ;  and  he  then  learned  that  these  two  individuals  had  not 
anjswered  the  call  in  their  native  city,  but  that  they  had  had  them- 
selves inscribed  on  the  registers  of  the  city  of  Cologne,  from  which 
afterwards  they  entirely  disappeared ;  that  Maximilian  having  been  sum- 
moned, before  his  departure  to  America,  to  present  himself  before  the 
commission  for  the  recruitment  of  the  army,  he  had  refused  to  appear, 
claiming  for  himself  the  character  of  a  foreigner,  he  having  meanwhile 
obtained  a  permit  of  emigration ;  that,  in  order  to  obtain  this  document 
in  the  shortest  possible  time,  the  two  brothers  had  pretended,  in  the 
course  of  the  month  of  July,  1854,  that  the  vessel  in  wnich  they  wished 
to  embark  for  America  was  on  the  point  of  sailing ;  but  that,  after 
obtaining  the  permit  of  emigration,  they  had  still  remained  in  the 
country  until  the  end  of  the  year  1854. 

All  these  maneuvers  have  convinced  the  provincial  authorities  that 
the  declaration  made  at  the  time,  by  the  two  brothers  Herzfeld,  of 
wishing  to  emigrate  to  the  United  States,  was  only  a  trick  to  escape 
from  their  military  obligations  in  Prussia. 

As  to  the  motive  of  his  return  to  Neuss,  Maximilian  at  first  declared 
that  he  wished  to  make  various  purchases  in  the  States  of  the  Zoll- 
verein ;  but  he  afterwards  allegea  that  his  intention  was  to  settle  his 
business  at  Neuss.  Thus  different  motives,  which  have  induced  the 
regency  of  Dusseldorf  to  order  Gustavus  and  Maximilian  to  be  sent 
baSk.  It  must  be  stated,  moreover,  that,  in  1848  and  1849,  the  house 
of  the  brothers  Hersfeld  at  Neuss  was  the  gathering-place  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  so  much  so  that  Joseph  Herzfeld,  brother  of  the  demand- 
ants, was  prosecuted  at  the  time  for  his  revolutionary  intrigues,  and 
fled  to  America. 


V  1 02  GOMFULSORY  BNLI8THBNT 

In  this  state  of  things,  the  minister  of  the  interior  thinks  that  the 
expulsion  of  the  brothers  Gustavos  and  Maximilian  Hersfeld  is  My 
justified,  more  especially  as  the  delay  of  three  months,  which  they  asked 
for  in  their  petition  of  the  18th  of  January  last,  has  since  expired.  The 
regency  of  Dusseldorf  have,  therefore,  just  been  directed  to  no  longer 
extend  the  time  which  was  granted  to  the  brothers  Herzfeld  for  their 
sojourn  in  Prussia. 

In  giving  you  these  explanations,  I  have  the  honor  to  renew  to  jon, 
sir,  the  assurance  of  my  nigh  consideration. 

MANTEUFFEL. 


Mr.  Vroom  to  Messrs,  Herzfeld. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  May  10,  1856. 

I  received,  a  few  days  since,  from  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs, 
a  note  in  answer  to  my  communication  of  the  4th  January.  The  gov- 
ernment here  declines  giving  you  permission  to  remain  in  Prussia, 
believing,  as  they  say,  that  you  have  not  acted  in  good  faith,  either  in 
obtaining  your  permit  of  emigration  or  in  returning  so  soon  to  your 
native  place.  It  appears,  however,  that  the  decree  of  expulsion  against 
you  has  been  stayed  for  the  period  of  three  months,  as  was  requested. 
Further  time,  the  minister  says,  cannot  be  given. 

Very  respectiuUy,  &c.,  &c., 

P.  D.  VROOM. 

Messrs.  Gustave  and  Max.  Herzfeld. 


Mr,  Vroom  to  Mr.  Marcy. 

[Extract.] 


No.  144.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Berlin^  December  2,  1856. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  a  copy  of  two  letters  from 
Mr.  John  Statz,  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  is  now 
in  the  Prussian  army,  together  with  a  copy  of  my  answers.  It  is  more 
than  a  year  since  Mr.  Statz  first  made  complaint  that  he  had  been 
apprehended  at  Cologne  and  was  compelled  to  do  military  duty. 
Copies  of  the  letters  which  have  passed  between  him  and  the  legation 
will  be  found  accompanying  my  dispatches,  Nos.  99,  110,  112.  The 
case  of  Mr.  Statz  was  one  of  those  unfortunate  ones,  in  which  I  felt 
myself  precluoed  from  demanding  his  release,  and  I  deemed  it  impol- 
itic and  unwise  to  make  an  application  which  would  certainly  be 
refused.  It  could  be  of  no  service  to  Mr.  Stat^,  and  an  acquiescence 
in  the  refusal  of  this  government  would  only  strengthen  it  in  the 
maintenance  of  a  law,  the  operation  of  which  is  occasionally  onerous 
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to  oar  naturalized  citizens,  and  which,  I  hope,  may  be  at  some  future 
daj  repealed  or  modified.     I  supposed  my  answer  to  Mr.  Statz's  first 
letter,  although  not  as  decided  as  it  might  have  been,  would  have  sat- 
isfied him  that  nothing  could  be  done  for  his  relief,  but,  entertaining 
Yery  decided  views  of  his  personal  rights,  he  appears  to  have  come  to 
a  difierent  conclusion.     He  is  evidently  dissatisfied  with  my  course ; 
and,  as  he  declares  his  intention  to  appeal  to  the  government,  and 
thence  to  the  public,  through  the  press^  I  have  thought  proper,  in  my 
answer  to  his  last  communication,  to  review,  very  briefly,  the  corres- 
pondence which  has  taken  place,  and  present  it  in  as  simple  a  manner 
as  possible.     If  it  does  not  convince  Mr.  Statz,  I  hope  it  may  assure 
mj  government  and  those  to  whom  he  may  appeal,  that  I  have  not 
failed  in  my  duty  to  him  or  to  the  country.     I  have  told  Mr.  Statz 
that  it  is  his  privilege  to  bring  his  case  before  the  government ;  and  if 
he  shall  do  so,  I  respectfully  ask  for  it,  in  pursuance  of  the  promise  I 
have  made  him,  the  most  favorable  consideration  that  can  be  given  it. 
If  I  have  been  in  any  wise  mistaken  in  my  views  of  what  was  right  or 
expedient  under  the  circumstances,  it  will  be  gratifying  to  me  to  con- 
form to  any  directions  that  may  be  given  for  his  benefit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  D.  VROOM. 
Hon.  W.  L.  Marcy, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Staiz  to  Mr.  Vroom. 


CioLOGNE,  Jtdy  18,  1856. 

Sm:  Tour  letter  of  January  21  informed  me  that  you  then  could 
not  give  me  a  satisfactory  answer  as  to  the  time  after  which  no  special 
instruction  was  to  be  expected  from  Washington  in  regard  to  my  case. 
I  have  therefore  waited  half  a  year,  and  now  hope  tnat  you  will  be 
able  to  give  me  a  decisive  and  aatiafaxstory  answer  whether  I  am  still 
to  expect  an^  such  instructions  or  not. 

Should  this  last  and  decisive  answer,  which  I  expect  from  you,  prove 
to  be  un&vorable  to  my  hopes,  should  I  be  cut  off  from  your  official 
assistance,  then,  relying  on  the  sincerity  of  your  sympathy  for  my 
unfortunate  case,  I  presume  to  beg  you  will  also  inform  me  whether 
your  personal  influence  with  the  Prussian  authorities  would  be  of  ser- 
vice for  my  relief.  I  cannot  give  up  my  last  hope,  and,  in  every  case, 
I  shall  do  my  utmost,  and  try  all  means,  to  relieve  myself  from  invol- 
untary retention.  I  hope  you  will  regard  this  letter  as  coming  from 
a  man  almost  despairing,  and  I  hope  you  will  send  me  an  answer, 
which,  if  not  favorable,  will  at  least  be  a  decisive  one  for  your  obedient 

servant, 

JOHN  STATZ. 
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Mr,  Vroom  to  Mr.  Statz. 

Legatton  op  the  Unitbd  States, 

Berlin,  September  10,  1856. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter,  and  have  delayed  answering  it  until 
I  could,  by  inquiry  and  other  means,  satisfy  myself  as  to  the  best 
mode  of  rendering  you  assistance.  I  am  still  persuaded  that  it  would 
be  of  no  avail  whatever  for  me  officially  to  recjuest  your  release,  on  the 
ground  of  your  having  become  an  American  citizen.  But  I  have  oome 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  most  probable  way  for  you  to  obtain  relief 
is  to  make  an  application  to  the  King's  favor,  and  request  a  remission 
of  the  residue  of  your  term  of  service.  This  must  be  done  by  petition, 
in  writiuff,  to  the  King  *  and  in  this  petition  you  will  state  your  case 
fully,  and  all  the  hardships  connected  with  it,  and  endeavor  to  enlist 
the  feelings,  as  far  as  possible.  If  you  will  prepare  such  a  document 
and  send  it  to  me,  I  will  put  it  in  the  proper  channel,  and  give  to  it 
all  the  assistance  in  my  power.  I  cannot  promise  that  this  will  be 
successful,  for  I  know  how  strictly  the  military  laws  here  are  executed. 
But  I  know  of  no  better  course  to  advise.  If  application  should  be 
made  to  any  of  the  military  tribunals,  I  am  sure  it  would  be  unavail- 
ing. If  you  should  think  some  other  mode  would  be  better,  or  can 
suggest  anything  that  may  be  of  advantage,  you  will  please  write  to. 
me  at  once  and  without  reserve.  My  object  is  to  serve  you  in  the  best 
.way. 

Very  respectfully,  P.  D.  VROOM. 


Mr.  Statz  to  Mr.  Vroom. 


Cologne,  November  10,  1856. 

Sm:  I  have  received  your  last  letter,  but  it  arrived  just  at  time 
when  we  had  set  out  for  a  field  maneuver  of  some  weeks,  so  I  had  not 
the  time  to  read,  less  still  to  answer  it.  Now,  having  perused  its  con- 
tents, and  thought  about  the  only  hope  and  advice  you  give  me,  viz: 
to  petition  to  the  King  of  Prussia's  favor  for  my  deliverance,  which 
petition  you  promised  to  put  into  the  proper  channel,  I  feel  myself 
very  obliged  to  you  for  your  well-meant  intentions  and  advice ;  but  I 
regret  to  say  that  I  cannot  act  according  to  it,  because  I  will  not  ac- 
knowledge the  lawfulness  of  the  treatment  I  have  undergone,  by 
seeking  my  deliverance  from  the  favor  of  the  King. 

Declining  to  take  the  only  step  you  advise,  you  ought  not  therefore 
to  suppose  me  to  have  given  up  my  hope  of  deliverance ;  for,  notwith- 
standing your  neptive  answers,  I  am  not  yet  convinced  of  the  impro- 
priety of  an  official  intercession  in  my  favor.  My  opinion  about  the 
propriety  of  such  a  step  has  been  confirmed  by  a  precedent  which  has 
just  come  to  my  knowledge,  and  which  I  will  designate  to  vou.  It  is 
the  case  of  Mr.  Haro  Haring,  an  adopted  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
who,  after  having  left  his  country  witJumt  leave^  and  after  having  been 
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flentenced  "tn  contumaciam"  by  the  governments  of  Prussia  and  Aus- 
tria, before  he  became  an  American  citizen,  returned  to  Germany.  He 
came  to  Hamburg  in  1854,  where  he  was  arrested,  upon  a  requisition 
from  the  aforesaid  governments,  but,  after  some  days'  imprisonment, 
he  was  delivered,  November  27,  1854,  by  the  intercession  of  Mr. 
Bromberg,  United  States  consul  at  Hamburg,  and  the  legation  of  the 
United  States  at  Berlin.  If  I  had  ever  entertained  any  doubt  about 
the  propriety  of  intercession  in  my  case,  it  must  have  vanished  upon 
the  perusal  of  this  case.  I  therefore  again  request  you,  most  honored 
sir,  to  intercede  in  my  behalf. 

Should  you,  however,  answer  this  request  as  you  have  done  thie 
others  heretofore,  even  then  I  shall  not  be  discouraged  in  my  hope  of 
being  one  day  delivered.  I  expect  assistance  from  my  friends  in  Amer- 
ica, among  whom  are  several  men  of  influence,  to  whom  I  have  applied, 
after  perceiving  that  I  had  no  cause  to  expect  much  from  your  inclina- 
tion to  intercede  in  my  behalf,  and  since  you  have  never  told  me  directly 
if  the  Secretary  of  State  has  sent  you  any  instructions  directly  apply- 
ing to  my  case.  I  have  at  last  succeeded  in  finding  out  the  means  by 
which  I  can  make  direct  application  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  and,  upon  the  receipt  of  your  answer,  I  shall  lose  no  time  in 
doing  so.  At  the  same  time,  since  I  am  willing  to  spare  neither  pains 
or  money  in  order  to  be  delivered,  I  shall  interest  the  press  of  America 
in  my  behalf. 

These  latter  details  I  would  not  have  given  you,  had  you  not  re- 
quested me  to  **  write  without  reserve."     I  once  more  request  you,  sir,^ 
to  intercede  for  me.     I  hope  soon,  sir,  to  have  occasion  to  thank  you* 
for  my  deliverance,  meanwhile,  I  remain  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  STATZ. 


Mr.  Vroom  to  Mr.  Statz, 

Legation  of  the  Unitkd  States, 

Berlin,  November  29,  1856. 

Sir:  In  your  late  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  you  decline  any  appli- 
cation to  the  fevor  of  the  King,  because,  as  you  say,  you  will  not  ac- 
knowledge the  lawfulness  of  the  treatment  you  have  received.  I  can 
appreciate  your  feelings,  and  am  not  disposed  to  find  fault  with  the 
conclusion  to  which  you  have  come.  I  suggested  that  course  to  you, 
as  the  onlv  one  which  appeared  to  be  open,  and  I  did  it  reluctantly, 
and  only  because  you  seemed  to  think  me  unwilling  to  do  anything 
whatever  in  your  behalf. 

I  regret  to  find  from  your  letter,  that  you  still  think  I  ought  to  have 
demanded  your  release  of  the  Prussian  government,  on  the  ground 
that  you  were  an  American  citizen.  A  brief  review  of  what  has  taken 
place  in  reference  to  your  complaint  will  show,  as  I  hope,  that  you  do 
me  injustice.  In  October,  1855,  you  informed  me  of  your  situation  ; 
that  you  lefl  Prussia,  your  native  country,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years, 
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and  went  to  the  United  States,  where  you  remained  five  and  a  half 
years,  and  having  been  naturalized  as  an  American  citizen,  you  re- 
turned to  your  former  home  to  arrange  some  family  matters,  and  at 
the  end  of  about  three  months,  was  arrested  and  placed  in  the  army. 
I  answered  your  letter  immediately.     Guided  by  my  general  instruc- 
tions in  similar  cases,  I  did  not  feel  warranted  to  demand  your  release; 
and  I  therefore  informed  you  that,  by  the  law  of  this  country,  you 
were  bound  to  do  military  service  here,  and  that  this  obligation  rested 
upon  you  before  you  became  a  citizen  of  the  United  States ;  that  you 
had  returned  here  voluntarily  and  placed  yourself  within  the  power 
of  the  law,  and  that  it  would  be  useless  for  me  to  make  any  appeal  in 
your  behalf  to  this  government.     I  stated  to  you,  further,  that  all  I 
could  do  was  to  send  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
but  had  no  reason  to  expect  that,  under  such  circumstances,  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  would  direct  me  to  interfere.     This  an- 
swer was  on  the  17th  October  ;  on  the  23d  of  the  same  month,  I  sent 
a  copy  of  your  complaint  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  called  his 
attention  to  it  in  a  dispatch,  and  also  sent  a  copy  of  my  answer  to  you. 

On  the  19th  December,  1855,  you  wrote  to  me  a  second  time,  and 
stated  that  you  placed  your  hope  on  a  decision  from  Washington,  and 
feared  I  had  delayed  sending  a  copy  of  your  former  communication  to 
the  department.  In  this  letter  you  undertook  to  enforce  your  claim  to 
interference,  by  alleging  that  you  left  Prussia  with  a  regular  '^  passport 
for  one  year."  I  answered,  under  date  of  the  5th  January,  that  I  had 
received  no  instruction  from  Washington,  and  if  none  should  be  re- 
ceived, I  should  conclude  my  course  had  been  approved.  I  also  stated 
that  your  case  was  not  strengthened  by  the  fact  of  your  going  away 
with  a  passport  for  a  year,  as  the  very  terms  of  it  implied  a  promise 
that  you  would  return  at  the  end  of  that  period.  Both  these  letters 
were  sent  to  the  government  on  the  8th  January. 

On  the  15th  January,  you  addressed  another  note  to  the  legation, 
in  which  you  beg  me  to  designate  the  probable  time  when  you  may 
safely  conclude  that  the  course  pursued  has  been  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  when  you  may  give  up  all  hope  for  protection 
from  the  government  of  the  United  States.  On  the  21st  of  the  same 
month  I  answered  that  I  could  give  no  satisfactory  information  as  to 
the  precise  time  when  instructions  might  be  received,  but  I  was  sure 
that  if  the  department  thought  it  advisable  to  give  any  special  in- 
struction, it  would  not  long  be  delayed.  On  the  22d,  (the  next  day,) 
I  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  advising  him  of  this  correspondence, 
and  sending  a  copy  of  it,  as  I  promised  you  I  would  do. 

On  the  15th  of  July  you  again  wrote,  wishing  to  know  if  I  could 
give  a  decisive  and  satisfactory  answer  whether  you  were  still  to  expect 
any  instruction,  and,  if  my  answer  should  be  decisive  and  unfavorable 
to  your  hopes,  and  you  should  be  cut  off  from  all  hope  of  my  official 
assistance,  whether  my  personal  influence  with  the  Prussian  authorities 
would  not  do  something  for  your  relief.  In  my  response  of  the  10th 
September  I  stated  why  I  had  delayed  answering  your  note,  and  sug- 
gested that  an  application  to  the  King  was  the  only  probable  mode  of 
relief.  I  repeated  my  persuasion  that  any  demand  on  my  part  for  your 
release  as  an  American  citizen  would  be  unavailing,  as  would  also  be 
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any  apDlication  that  might  be  made  to  the  military  tribunals.  It  is 
true  I  did  not  in  this  answer  say  whether  any  instructions  had  been 
received  from  the  Secretary  of  State ;  but,  after  what  had  already  passed 
between  us,  my  silence  on  that  point  could  not  have  been  misunder- 
rtood.  Nor  did  I  give  a  "decisive  answer"  to  your  inquiry  whether 
any  instruction  was  still  to  be  expected.  I  could  have  said  nothing  in 
regard  to  that  different  from  what  had  already  been  stated. 

I  hope  this  brief  statement  of  what  has  passed  will  prove  that  I  have 
not  been  unfaithful  to  your  interests  or  to  the  duty  I  owe  to  the  country 
I  represent.  I  have  acted  strictly  in  accordance  with  what  was  believed 
to  be  the  views  of  my  government.  My  acts  have  been  made  known 
to  it,  and,  in  a  case  involving  the  personal  liberty  of  the  citizen,  I  am 
sure  it  would  not  have  permitted  me  to  remain  under  a  mistake.  Un- 
less otherwise  directed,  I  must  continue  the  course  I  have  hitherto 
pursued ;  and  you  must  not  conclude  that,  because  I  have  not  seen  it 
my  duty  to  comply  with  your  wishes,  that  I  have  been  indifferent  to 

Jour  situation.  Such  a  conclusion  would  be  both  unjust  and  unkind, 
f  I  had  known  of  any  mode  in  which  I  could  have  assisted  you  officially 
or  personally,  consistently  with  my  views  of  propriety,  I  would  have 
adopted  it ;  and  I  will  most  gladly  aid  you  still,  if  an  opportunity  shall 
present. 

In  your  last  letter  you  refer  to  the  case  of  Haro  Harin^,  who,  as  you 
remark,  was  arrested  at  Hamburg  and  liberated  through  the  interference 
of  Mr.  Bromberg,  the  consul  at  Hamburg,  and  of  the  legation  of  the 
United  States  at  Berlin,  and,  upon  the  strength  of  this  case,  you  renew 
your  request  to  me  to  interfere.  You  consider  yours  to  be  similar,  and 
calling  for  the  same  redress.  I  regret  that  in  this  you  are  mistaken. 
Mr.  miring's  case  is  familiar  to  me.  I  have  before  me  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Bromberg,  in  which  he  details  all  the  circumstances.  From  this 
it  appears  that  Mr.  Haring  was  arrested  at  Hamburg,  not  for  the 
violation  of  the  laws  of  that  city,  but  for  the  purpose  of  detaining  and 
delivering  him  up  to  some  of  the  German  powers,  against  whose  laws 
it  was  alleged  he  had  offended.  Hamburg,  through  some  of  her 
authorities,  claimed  the  right,  as  A  member  of  the  German  Confedera- 
tion^ to  arrest  him,  or  at  least  it  was  alleged  that  the  German  Diet 
mi^ht  take  offense  if  he  were  released.  Mr.  Bromberg  strenuously 
insisted  that,  unless  Mr.  Haring  had  broken  the  laws  of  Hamburg,  his 
arrest  and  detention  were  unlawful,  and  demanded  his  immediate 
release.  After  some  hesitation  he  was  discharged.  The  course  of  Mr. 
Bromberg  in  this  matter  was  highly  commendable,  and  it  is  due  to  him 
to  say  that  the  release  of  Mr.  Haring  was  effected  solely  by  his  exertions. 
The  legation  at  Berlin  had  no  other  agency  in  the  matter  than  to  approve 
his  conduct.  Unfortunately,  your  case  differs  widely  from  that  of  Mr. 
Haring.  If  you  had  been  arrested  in  Prussia  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
livering you  over  to  Austria  or  Hanover,  or  some  other  German  State, 
whose  laws  you  were  charged  with  having  broken,  your  release  would 
have  been  demanded  instantly,  and,  doubtless,  the  government  here 
would  have  yielded  to  the  demand,  as  was  done  in  Hamburg.  But 
being  a  native  of  Prussia,  and  having  left  your  country  and  failed  to 
perform  your  duty  according  to  her  laws,  you  returned  voluntarilv 
within  her  jurisdiction  and  subjected  yourself  to  the  penalty  which 
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those  laws  prescribed.     You  will  readily  see  how  widely  different  the 
two  cases  are. 

Tou  inform  me  also,  in  your  last  letter,  that  if  my  answer  shall  be 
of  a  similar  character  to  my  former  ones,  that  you  will  apply  directly 
to  the  government,  as  you  have  found  the  way  in  which  it  may  be 
done.  This  is  your  undoubted  privilege,  and  I  have  not  the  smallest 
objection  to  make  against  it.  I  would  rather  aid  you  in  doing  it,  and 
will  solicit  for  your  application  the  most  favorable  consideration.  If  I 
have  mistaken  my  duty,  or  the  views  of  my  government,  I  shall  be 
most  happy  to  be  corrected,  and  will  carefully  conform  to  any  direction 
that  may  be  given  me  in  your  behalf. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  D.  VROOM. 


Mr:  Vroom  to  Mr.  Marcy. 

[Extract.] 


No.  148.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin^  January  20,  1857. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  dispatch  No.  37,  in  whicb 
reference  is  made  to  the  case  of  Mr.  John  Statz,  now  in  the  Prussian 
army.  After  receiving  it,  I  prepared  a  note  for  Mr.  Statz,  informing 
him  of  its  purport,  and  I  now  transmit  a  copy  of  the  note. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  D.  VEOOM. 
Hon.  W.  L.  Marcy, 

Secretary  of  Staie. 


Mr.  Vroom  to  Mr.  Statz. 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin^  January  19,  1857. 

Sir:  A  copy  of  my  last  letter  to  you,  of  the  date  of  the  29th  Novem- 
ber, and  a  copy  of  your  note  to  which  it  was  an  answer,  were  forwarded 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  2d  of  December.  Within  a  few  days 
past,  I  have  received  a  communication  from  the  Secretary,  in  which  he 
says  that  my  proceedings  in  your  case  are  approved ;  and  that  if  any 
special  instructions  had  been  deemed  necessary,  they  would  have  been 
given  without  delay.  It  is  due  to  myself,  as  well  as  to  you,  that  I 
should  inform  you  of  this  immediately,  and,  in  doing  it,  I  must  again 
express  to  you  my  regret  at  the  situation  in  which  you  are  unfortu- 
nately placed,  and  at  my  inability  to  relieve  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  D.  VROOM. 

Mr.  Statz. 
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Mr.  Vroom  to  Mr.  Case. 

[Extract.] 

Ko.  163.]  Legation  of  the  Unit^  States, 

Berlin,  Jvly  14,  1857. 

Sir:  *  * .         *  *  *  *  * 

Bonifaz  Glahn,  alleging  himself  to  be  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  has  recently  been  apprehended  at  Weisenfels,  in  the 
province  of  Saxony,  and  subjected  to  military  service  as  a  Prussian 
subject.  In  a  letter  addressed  to  the  legation,  dated  the  3d  instant, 
but  which  was  not  received  until  the  9th^  he  complains  of  this  treat- 
ment, and  asks  for  relief  and  protection.  He  states  that  he  left  Prus- 
sia in  1849,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  and  a  half  years,  and  went  to  the 
Stat«  of  Illinois,  where  he  learned  a  trade^  and  was  about  to  commence 
business  for  himself,  but  desired  first  to  visit  his  parents  in  Germany. 
Having  become  naturalized  in  the  United  States^  and  bearing  a  pass- 
port and  certificate  of  citizenship,  he  retiurned  to  his  birth-place  after 
an  absence  of  eight  years^  and  was  there  immediately  apprehended  and 
placed  in  the  ranks. 

As  this  case,  however  unfortunate  it  may  be  for  Mr.  Glahn,  difiers 
in  no  respect  from  others  that  have  occurred,  and  in  which  the  gov- 
ernment nas  declined  to  interfere,  I  have  advised  him  that  I  am  not 
authorized  to  demand  his  discharge,  for  reasons  which  are  fully  set 
forth  in  my  answer  to  his  letter,  and  that  he  must  not  therefore  expect 
any  relief  from  the  legation. 

I  stated,  however,  that  I  would  send  a  copy  of  his  complaint  to  the 
Department  of  State,  but  without  any  expectation  that  I  would  be  in- 
structed to  take  any  measures  in  his  behalf. 

This  being  the  first  case  of  the  kind  that  I  have  had  occasion  to  pre- 
sent to  your  notice,  I  have  thought  it  advisable  to  refer  to  it  somewhat 
in  detail,  in  order  that  the  principle  adopted  and  hitherto  acted  on 
might  be  more  distinctly  brought  to  the  view  of  the  department. 

If  I  had  the  least  hope  that  any  application  for  a  remission  of  even 
part  of  Mr.  Glaha's  term  of  service  would  meet  with  favor,  I  should 
reel  encouraged  to  make  one.  But  knowing,  as  I  well  do,  the  views 
and  feelings  of  the  Prussian  government  on  this  whole  subject,  I  am 
persuaded  that  an  application,  made  now,  would  not  only  be  unavail- 
mg,  but  injuriously  affect  any  effort  that  may  be  made  for  his  release 
at  a  future  time. 

A  copy  of  the  correspondence  with  Mr.  Glahn,  and  also  of  my  letter 

first  referred  to,  are  herewith  transmitted. 

**♦♦♦♦** 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  D.  VROOM. 

Eon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Olahn  to  Mr.  Vroom. 

[Translation.] 

Wbibenfbm,  JvJy  3,  1857. 

The  humble  petition  of  Bonifaz  Glahn  for  his  gracious  relief  from 

Prussian  military  service : 

Honorable  Minister  :  In  the  year  1849, 1  emigrated^  when  not  more 
than  fifteen  and  a  half  years  old,  and  long  before,  according  to  the 
Prussian  laws,  I  was  subject  to  military  duty,  to  America,  where  I  set- 
tled in  the  State  of  Illinois  and  learned  a  trade,  and  was  on  the  eve  of 
setting  up  in  business.  Before,  however,  I  entered  upon  this,  the  desire 
to  see  my  old  father  and  beloved  sister  induced  me  to  travel  to 
Germany.  On  the  26th  of  May,  I  arrived,  as  a  foreigner,  at  my  old 
father's  and  sister's,  at  my  birthplace.  Two  hours  after  my  arrival  at 
the  paternal  home,  I  went  to  the  local  authorities  to  verify  before  them 
my  passport  and  certificate  of  citizenship,  but  was,  on  the  instant,  ie- 
spite  my  verifications,  despite  my  citizenship,  which  my  father  and  a 
relation  offered  to  prove  to  the  authorities,  I  was  by  them  arrested  like 
a  robber  or  murderer,  and  sent  to  the  royal  depot  at  Korbis,  from 
which  I  was  transferred  to  the  major  of  the  Muhlhauser  landwehr  bat- 
talion, who  sent  me  to  the  military  authority  at  Erfurt,  by  which  last 
authority,  notwithstanding  my  American  citizenship,  I  was  placed  in 
the  ranks  of  the  sixth  company  of  the  second  musketeer  battalion  of  the 
thirty-first  regiment  of  infantry  stationed  here  at  Weisenfels.  I  must 
also  further  humbly  remark,  that  the  local  authorities  of  Kolungen, 
my  birthplace,  took  from  me  not  only  my  passport,  but  also  my  certificate 
ofcitizenship,andasyetitis  not  returned  to  me.  Itwasmypurposetohave 
passed  a  few  weeks  with  my  relations,  and  then  again  to  have  returned 
to  America  and  set  up  business  for  myself.  Now,  I  see  at  once  the 
whole  scheme  of  my  future  happiness  destroyed  by  enlistment  in  the 
Prussian  military  service,  which  separates  me  for  many  years  from  my 
most  important  interests  in  America,  where  I  acquired  property  by  the 
sweat  of  my  brow,  and  was  betrothed  to  an  acquaintance  whom  I  may 
easily  lose  through  many  years  of  absence.  As  I  am  already  an  Amer- 
ican citizen,  I  hold  it,  therefore,  against  justice  to  place  me  here  in 
military  service,  and  therefore  humbly  pray  your  excellency  that  you 
will  earnestly  labor  at  the  royal  department  of  war  at  Berlin  to  have 
me  let  go.  In  full  confidence  that  your  excellency  will  take  up  my 
case  favorably  and  earnestly,  and  help  me  to  recover  my  just  rights,  I 
subscribe  myself. 

Your  excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

BONIFAZ  GLAHN. 

To  the  Hon.  American  Minister  at  Berlin. 
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Mr.  Vroom  to  Mr.  Glahn. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  July  11,  1857. 

Sin :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  3d  from  Weisenfels,  inform- 
ng  me  that  you  went  to  America  in  1849,  when  fifteen  and  a  half 
rears  old,  and  have  lived  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  where  you  were  about 
x>  settle  yourself  in  business  ;  that  before  doing  so,  you  concluded  to 
nake  a  visit  to  Germany,  and  arrived  at  your  native  place  on  the  26th 
May  last,  having  a  passport  and  certificate  of  citizenship  ;  that,  not- 
\¥ithstanding  these,  you  have  been  arrested  and  sent  to  the  military 
authority  at  Erfurt,  and  subsequently  placed  in  the  thirty-first  infantry 
regiment  at  Weisenfels.  You  apply  to  me  for  relief  on  the  ground 
that  you  are  an  American  citizen,  and  as  such  cannot  be  subjected  to 
military  service  in  Prussia. 

It  was  very  proper  for  you  to  give  me  notice  of  your  situation,  and 
I  sincerely  regret  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  afford  you  the  relief 
jrou  ask.  Being  a  Prussian  by  birth,  the  obligation  to  perform  the 
military  service  required  by  her  laws  rested  upon  you  as  it  does  upon 
all  Prussian  subjects.  You  left  your  country  without  discharging  tnat 
obligation,  and  you  left  it,  as  I  conclude  from  your  statement,  without 
having  first  obtained  leave  to  emigrate.  In  so  doing,  and  in  being 
absent  at  the  time  military  service  was  required  of  you,  you  violated 
the  laws  of  the  country,  and  made  yourself  liable  to  the  penalty  of 
juch  violation.  Had  you  remained  in  the  United  States,  you  would 
have  been  safe.  The  rrussian  government  could  not  have  interfered 
irith  you  when  visiting  any  other  German  kingdom  or  State  except 
Prussia.     The  authorities  of  Prussia  could  have  had  no  legal  claim 

Xn  you,  and  you  would  have  been  entitled  to  the  protection  of  your 
pted  country.  But  you  have  thought  proper  to  return  voluntarily 
bo  your  natiVe  land,  and  place  yourseli  within  her  jurisdiction  and  the 
power  of  her  laws.  These  laws  claim  of  you  the  performance  of  an 
obligation  which  rested  upon  you  before  you  became  a  citizen,  and 
(rom  this  your  naturalization  does  not  release  you.  Under  such  cir- 
i^umstances,  I  am  not  authorized  to  demand  your  discharge  as  a  matter 
rf  right,  and  it  will  be  entirely  unavailing  to  ask  it  as  a  favor.  I  would 
most  gladly  do  anything  that  I  could  with  propriety  to  assist  you  in 
your  unfortunate  difficulty.  At  present  there  appears  to  be  no  way 
open.  I  will  immediately  send  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  at  Washington,  but  without  any  expectation  that  he  will 
direct  me  to  interfere  in  your  behalf. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  I>.  VROOM. 
Mr.  BoNiFAZ  Glahn. 
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Mr,  Wright  to  Mr.  Casa. 

[Extract.] 

No.  2.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin^  September  19,  1857. 

gj^  .  4c  4c  9|e  4c  4(  4c  4c 

In  consequence  of  similar  cases  being  presented  to  this  legation,  your 

attention  is  respectftiUy  called  to  the  case  of  Bonifaz  Glahn,  stated  in 

the  dispatch  of  my  predecessor  No.  163,  of  the  date  of  July  14,  1857. 

I  shall  oe  pleased  to  hear  from  the  department  in  reference  to  said  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  A.  WEIGHT. 
Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Wright  to  Mr.  Cass. 

[Extract.] 


No.  39.]  United  States  Legation, 

Berlin,  September  21,  1858. 

Sir:  Having  received  no  response  to  the  cases  of  Eugene  DuUye  and 
John  Henne,  the  presumption  is  that  the  State  Department  acquiesces 
in  the  views  taken  of  these  cases  by  the  Prussian  authorities.  I  can- 
not, therefore,  but  suggest  to  our  government  the  pr^riety  of  making 
some  radical  change  in  relation  to  the  claims  of  the  Prussian  govern- 
ment upon  citizens  of  the  United  States  for  military  services,  as  well 
as  providing  some  remedy  for  the  protection  of  our  citizens  who  are 
ordered  away  from  Prussia  without  notice,  trial,  &c.  It  is  well  known 
at  this  very  hour,  there  are  United  States  citizens  serving  in  the  Prus- 
sian army  against  their  will ;  others  desire  to  return  to  the  land  of 
their  birth,  which  they  left  in  infancy;  some  to  settle  up  their  estates; 
some  to  see  their  aged  parents ;  others,  in  the  language  of  John  Henne, 
*'to  weep  over  the  grave  of  his  father."  Yet  all  this  is  refused  under 
the  present  ministry.  Had  this  occurred  with  our  Irish  emigrants 
under  the  English  government,  it  may  be  well  said  that  we  would 
have  found  a  remedy.  Why  not  find  one  with  Prussia  ?  The  cases 
presented  are  numerous,  and  must,  in  the  nature  of  things,  increase. 
Cannot  an  appeal  be  presented  from  our  government,  asking  at  least 
for  some  exceptions  to  this  rule  ?  May  not  the  infant  from  Prussia, 
raised  under  our  flae  from  childhood  to  three  score  and  ten,  return  to 
his  native  land,  see  his  relatives,  settle  up  his  business  ;  and  may  not 
the  American  citizen,  settled  in  business  in  Prussia  under  existing 
treaties,  claim  the  right  to  be  tried  by  the  Prussian  courts  before  he  is 
ordered  out  of  the  country  ?  In  short,  may  not  our  government  at 
once  recognize  the  importance  of  vindicating  the  inviolability  of  the 
United  States  citizen  in  Germany,  and  take  some  prompt  and  decisive 
steps  to  bring  this  subject  before  the  Prince  of  Prussia? 
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Believing  that  something  may  be  accomplished,  and  that  the 
auspicious  moment  will  be  at  the  time  of  the  ushering  in  of  the  Prince 
of  Prussia,  as  he  has  shown  already  some  clear  indications  favorably 
recognizing  the  rights  of  the  citizen,  I  await  the  views  of  the  govern- 
ment, with  the  firm  belief  that  some  protection  and  aid  may  be 
attained  at  this  time  for  this  large  class  of  our  adopted  and  worthy 
citizens. 

♦  4e  ♦  ♦  4c 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  A.  WRIGHT. 
Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington  City. 


Mr.  Wright  to  Mr,  Cass. 

[Extract.] 


No.  40.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin^  September  28, 1858. 
Sm:  ♦  ♦  »  »  jjj^y  ^^  jjQ^ 

ask  successfully,  under  the  new  order  of  things,  for  dome  change  in 
the  treatment  of  our  adopted  citizens  who  return  to  Prussia,  particu- 
larly those  who  left  in  infancy?  Is  there  not  reason  to  hope  that  we 
may  at  least  expect  some  exceptions  to  the  present  rigorous  rule? 

The  department  has  before  it  the  cases  of  John  Henne  and  Eugene 
Dullye. 

Among  the  numerous  cases  presented  to  the  undersigned  is  the  one 
of  Captain  Paul  Borner,  who  was  shipwrecked  on  the  coast  of  Africa 
and  returned  to  New  York,  his  adopted  home,  enfeebled  and  sick.  He 
was  advised  by  his  physicians  to  return  to  the  land  of  his  birth, 
Breslau^  in  Prussia,  where  his  parents  reside.  After  three  months 
rest  and  kind  treatment  there,  his  health  was  restored.  When  he 
Bought  to  leave  for  his  adopted  home,  however,  the  authorities  there 
gave  him  to  understand  that  his  military  duty  in  Prussia  must  be  dis- 
charged. 

It  is  said  that,  at  this  time,  there  is  a  person  serving  in  the  Prussian 
army  against  his  will  who  was  one  of  our  soldiers  in  the  war  with 
Mexico,  and  who  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

No  American  consul  or  minister  can  shield  from  impressment  a 
United  States  citizen  who  has  the  misfortune  to  be  born  in  Prussia. 
Is  it  possible  that  there  is  no  remedy  for  this  state  of  things?  My 
opinion  is,  that  if  a  decided  and  firm  stand  be  taken  by  our  govern- 
ment, during  the  present  peculiar  position  of  afiairs  in  Prussia,  it  will 
lead  to  good  results.  It  is  certainly  worthy  of  a  trial,  and  my  eneiK 
gies  ana  time  shall  be  devoted  to  furthering  the  work. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  A.  WRiaHT. 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Ex.  Doc.  38 8 
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Mr.  Wright  to  Mr,  Com, 

[Extract.] 

No.  45.]  Lbqation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin y  November  2,  1858. 
Sir:        **ir*»*** 

Almost  every  week,  to  my  knowledge,  citizens  of  the  United  States 
who  return  to  Prussia  are  either  placea  in  the  army  or  are  compelled 
to  avoid  the  same  by  leaving  the  country.  This  morning,  two  young 
men,  Marcus  CoUman  and  Otto  Bhein,  who  went  to  the  United  States 
when  fifteen  and  seventeen  years  of  age,  called  upon  me  with  American 
passports — one  of  them  being  the  only  son  of  a  widow.  I  said  to  these 
voung  men  that  I  could  not  encourage  them  to  remain  in  Prussia  one 
nour,  with  any  assurance  that  I  could  afford  them  aid  if  they  were  once 
within  the  power  of  the  police  of  this  country.  The  parents  of  Collman 
are  aged  and  infirm,  ana  he  has  been  absent  for  some  years  past  from 
Prussia;  but,  like  a  true  son,  he  is  determined  to  see  his  father  and 
mother,  and  if  he  is  arrested  by  the  police,  I  will  afford  him  all  the 
aid  and  protection  within  my  power. 

May  I  not  hope  that  these  cases  will  urge  the  department  to  find 
some  relief  under  the  administration  of  the  Prince  of  Prussia? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  A.  WRIGHT. 
Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Wright  to  Mr,  Cass, 

[Extract.] 


STq.  50.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Berlin  J  December  4,  1858. 

Herewith  is  a  copy  of  a  report  by  the  *'  royal  public  attorney,"  at 
iStralsund,  Prussia,  in  reference  to  those  who  neglect  their  military 
'duty  before  leaving  Prussia,  &c.  By  reference  to  my  dispatch  No.  32, 
<dated  August  27,  1858,  the  department  will  see  the  full  object  of  these 
proceedings,  and  the  manner  by  which  the  Prussian  authorities  punish 
Tthe  estates  of  the  heirs  who  are  out  of  the  country. 

Yon  will  learn,  by  reference  to  the  case  of  John  Henne,  that,  not- 
twithstandioig  the  payment  of  the  fine  by  his  mother,  he  was  refused 
^admittance  into  Prussia  by  the  late  minister  of  foreign  affairs.  Though 
•such  proceedings  are  reprehensible,  they  are  not  so  severe  as  the  present 
^avowed  rule,  which  is,  to  require  from  a  father,  with  sons  under  age, 
on  his  way  to  the  United  States,  a  declaration,  placed  in  his  Prussian 
|)as6port^  tbtft  tthe  sons,  when  of  age,  are  to  ftilnll  their  military  duty. 
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We  cannot  countenance  this  doctrine  of  the  right  of  a  parent  to  make 
prospective  obligations  for  his  minor  children.  No  parent  has  the  right 
to  bind  his  son  to  perform  such  duties.  The  obligation  is  of  no  force, 
and  should  be  treated  as  such.  I  await  the  views  of  the  department 
upon  these  questions, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  A.  WEIGHT. 

Eon.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  cf  State. 


[Tranalation.] 

Inquiry  by  the  ^^  BoyoX  Public  Attorney y"   at  Stralsundy   Prvsaiay 

October  14,  1858. 

1.  The  tanner,  Henry  Robert  Plettner,  of  Stralsund. 

2.  The  seaman,  John  C.  H.  Schiffman,  of  Stralsund. 

3.  The  seaman,  John  Joaqh  Fred.  Witt,  of  Damgarten. 

4.  The  seaman,  Anton  Hans  Fred.  Diibb,  of  Damgarten. 

5.  The  weaver,  John  Chris.  Theodore  Galitz,  of  Papenhagen. 

6.  The  seaman,  Charles  Peter  Ebert,  of  Zingst. 

Note. — Nos.  1  to  6  were  born  in  the  j^'ear  1828,  in  Prussia. 

7.  The  seaman,  Ernst  Brassen,  of  Bisdorf. 

8.  The  shoemaker,  John  Lewis  Ulrich  Lustig,  of  Stralsund. 

9.  The  seaman,  Rudolph  William  Adolf  Borman,  of  Stralsund. 

11.  The  seaman,  John  Henry  Kraefft,  of  Prerow. 

Note, — Nos.  7  to  11  were  born  in  the  year  1829,  in  Prussia. 

12.  The  seaman,  Charles  Ernst  Wilde,  of  Cummerow. 

13.  The  goldsmith,  John  Burmeister,  of  Stralsund. 

14.  The  seaman,  Charles  Chr.  Briindler,  of  Stralsund. 

15.  The  shoemaker,  Henry  G.  Groth,  of  Stralsund. 

16.  The  seaman,  John  Charles  Grey^  of  Stralsund. 

17.  The  seaman,  John  Fred.  Schutt,  of  Bartelshagen. 

18.  The  seaman,  Charles  Hermann  Schutt,  of  Born. 

19.  The  seaman,  Hans  Nich.  Vierow,  of  Damgarten. 

20.  The  seaman,  Gus.  Henry  Gottschalk,  of  Fuhlendorf. 

21.  The  seaman,  Joachim  Peter  Utech,  of  Prerow. 

22.  The  seaman,  John  Henry  Mierke,  of  Zingst. 

23.  The  sailor,  John  Daniel  Schutt,  of  Zingst. 

Note. — ^Nos.  12  to  23  were  born  in  Prussia,  A.  D.  1830. 

These  have  left  the  kingdom  without  permission,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  performance  of  their  military  duty. 

The  late  quartermaster,  William  Haase,  of  the  second  class  of  land- 
wehr,  of  Stralsund. 

The  sub-officer  of  the  second  class  of  landwehr,  of  Stralsund,  John 
Ehrbecker. 

The  soldier  of  the  second  class  of  landwehr,  Gundlach,  of  Starkow. 

These  landwehrmen  had  leave  of  absence  temporarily,  but  they 
emigrated  in  1857  without  permission. 

All  those  persons  herein  named  are  summoned  to  appear  at  midday 
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on  the  2l8t  of  February,  1859,  before  this  court,  (royal,)  first  section 
and  to  bring  with  them  all  evidence  which  can  serve  for  their  defense 
Against  those  who  do  not  appear  the  sentence  of  disobedience  wil 
be  passed. 

Royal  District  Court,  First  Section, 

Stralaund,  October  14,  1858. 


Mr.  Cas8  to  Mr.  Wright. 


No.  14.]  Department  of  State, 

Wiaahingtoriy  December  10,  1858. 

Sir  :  Your  several  dispatches  concerning  the  cases  of  Eugene  Dully 
and  of  John  Henne,  and  also  conveying  your  views  respecting  th 
condition  of  American  citizens,  natives  of  Prussia,  returning  to  tha 
country,  have  been  under  consideration  of  the  department. 

Cases  have  heretofore  occurred,  and  have  been  brought  before  thi 
government  for  its  action,  which  involved  the  question  of  the  pow€ 
of  European  governments  over  their  returned  subjects,  who  had  a( 
quired  the  character  of  American  citizens,  and  the  views  of  the  Unite 
States  upon  some  of  the  points  were  made  known  in  dispatches  froi 
Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  Everett.  A  copy  of  the  communication  of  Mi 
Everett  will  be  found  in  the  archives  of  your  legation ;  and  they  mui 
also  contain  the  views  of  Mr.  Wheaton,  arising  out  of  a  case,  in  whic 
application  was  made  for  his  official  aid,  while  he  was  minister  at  Be: 
lin.  In  these  several  communications  it  is  admitted,  indeed,  it  cannc 
well  be  contested,  that  obligations  may  be  imposed  by  the  law,  an 
actually  existing  at  the  time  of  expatriation,  which  are  not  cancele 
by  naturalization,  but  which  may  be  enforced  against  the  party  in  tli 
event  of  his  return. 

There  are  serious  practical  difficulties  connected  with  this  whol 
subject,  which  the  government  is  very  desirous  entirely  to  remove,  an 
if  that  cannot  be  effected,  to  render  less  annoying  and  unacceptabh 
Some  of  these  are  indicated  in  your  correspondence,  and  they  exhib 
pretensions  on  the  part  of  Prussia  so  contrary  to  our  notions  of  polit 
cal  rights,  that  they  are  calculated  to  excite  strong  feelings  of  disa] 

Erobation  in  this  country,  as  well  as  much  sympathy  for  those  wh 
ave  suffered  by  their  enforcement.     If -it  depended  upon  this  goveri 
ment  alone,  adequate  protection  would  soon  be  provided  against  thej 
acts  of  hardship.     But  in  dealing  with  foreign  governments,  our  fin 
duty  is  to  ascertain  our  rights,  and  after  being  satisfied  upon  th( 
subject,  then  it  becomes  us  to  maintain  and  enforce  them,  and  especial] 
when  they  concern  the  personal  security  of  our  citizens,  whether  nativ 
born  or  naturalized.     And  even  where  we  are  not  entitled  to  make 
peremptory  demand,  we  may  be  justified  in  appealing  to  the  sense 
justice  and  the  friendly  feelings  of  another  power  for  a  change 
measures  which  press  with  undue  severity  upon  our  citizens. 

It  was  the  case  of  Eugene  Dullye — who  was  charged  with  havin 
disturbed  the  proceedings  at  a  public  banquet,  by  hissing  when  a  toa 
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was  given  to  the  King's  health — which  first  occasioned  your  interpo- 
sition with  the  Prussian  government;  and  you  appear  surprised  that 
you  did  not  receive  the  views  of  this  government  concerning  the  posi- 
tion taken  by  you  immediately  after  you  had  reported  the  circum- 
stances.    Upon  this  subject,  it  is  proper  to  inform  you  that  your  report 
of  this  case,  and  copies  of  your  correspondence  with  the  Prussian  min- 
ister of  foreign  affairs,  were  received  at  this  department  on  the  16th  of 
February  last.     The  note  of  Baron  Manteuffel  evinced  no  disposition 
on  the  part  of  the  Prussian  government  to  make  any  change  in  the 
decision  of  Mr.  DuUye's  case,  nor  to  recognize  the  principles  you  con- 
tended for ;  and  the  spirit  manifested  did  not  indicate  that  the  time 
was  favorable  for  urging  those  modifications  in  the  i^russian  system 
which   circumstances  called  for.     Repeated  conversations  with  the 
Prussian  minister  here  confirmed  this  impression.     The  last  note  of 
Baron  Manteuffel,  dated  January  12,  1858,  was  a  positive  denial  of 
the  existence  of  any  just  claim  in  this  case  upon  the  Prussian  govern- 
ment, and  a  distinct  avowal  that  no  action  in  favor  of  Mr.  I)ully6 
would  take  place.     This  position  was  so  decided,  that  you  considered 
any  further  efforts  on  your  part  useless,  and  therefore  you  referred  the 
matter  to  your  government  and  awaited  its  instructions. 

The  first  consideration  which  presented  itself  was,  whether  the  apjjli- 
cation  to  the  Prussian  government  was  an  appeal  to  its  justice,  in  wnich 
the  treaty  rights  of  the  United  States  were  involved,  or  an  appeal  to 
it8  comity,  conveying  the  views  of  a  friendly  power  in  a  matter  m  which 
it  felt  an  interest.  On  a  careful  consideration  of  the  case,  I  felt  myself 
compelled  to  differ  from  you  in  opinion,  and  became  satisfied  that,  as ' 
a  matter  of  right,  Prussia  could  not  be  required  to  reverse  the  proceed- 
mgs  against  Mr.  Dullye.  Had  the  conclusion  been  otherwise,  you 
would  have  been  instructed  to  present  the  firmest  representations  to 
the  Prussian  government  against  its  action,  and  to  make  a  peremptory 
demand  for  redress.  Not  being  entitled,  therefore,  to  urge  this  case 
as  a  violation  of  a  treaty  stipulation,  the  government  felt  unwilling  to 
invoke  the  favorable  action  of  the  Prussian  government  at  that  time, 
in  the  face  of  the  manifestation  of  its  indisposition  to  make  any  such 
change  as  we  desire  in  its  established  policy.  The  subject  had  been 
presented  by  you  with  much  force,  and  little  could  be  added  to  the 
considerations  you  had  urged  showing  the  hardship  of  such  cases. 

With  respect  to  the  question  of  right  involved  in  the  proceedings 
against  Mr.  Dullye  I  have  to  observe,  that  it  is  connected  with  certain 
general  principles  of  administration  which  require  a  brief  notice. 
Every  independent  state  has  the  right  to  regulate  its  internal  concerns 
in  its  own  way,  taking  care  to  avoid  giving  just  cause  of  offense  to 
other  nations.  In  almost  all  the  European  states  there  are  police  and 
administrative  powers  exercised  by  the  governments,  which  enable 
them  to  exert  a  very  arbitrary  authority  over  residents,  whether  natives 
or  foreiffners.  When  our  citizens  enter  those  countries,  they  enter 
them  subject  to  the  operation  of  the  laws,  however  arbitrary  these  may 
be,  and  responsible  for  any  violation  of  them.  Our  treaty  with  Prussia 
recognizes  this  obligation,  and  provides  that  the  inhabitants  of  each 
of  the  said  countries  shall  be  at  liberty  to  reside  in  the  territories  of  the 
other  party,  and  shall  enjoy  the  same  security  and  piotectioii  ^ 
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natives^  ^^ou  condition  of  their  submitting  to  the  laws  and  ordinances 
there  prevailing." 

The  Prussian  secretary  of  foreign  affairs,  in  answer  to  your  repre- 
sentations, informed  you  that  Mr.  Dullye  committed  an  act  which,  hj 
the  laws  of  Prussia,  subjects  him  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  administra- 
tive authority,  with  power  to  order  him  out  of  the  country.  BaroD 
Manteuffel,  as  you  remark,  stated  that  Mr.  Dullye  had  not  been 
accused  of  an  act  which  the  law  makes  a  crime  or  offense.  I  do  not 
understand  with  you,  however,  that  this  admission  concedes  that  Mr. 
Dullye  had  [not]  offended  against  the  laws  of  Prussia,  but  that  the 
act  with  which  he  was  charged  does  not  constitute  a  crime  or  offense 
cognizable  by  the  judicial  tribunals,  whose  proceedings  are  public,  but 
that  it  was  a  violation  of  public  order,  for  which  he  was  responsible  to 
the  administrative  tribunals  to  whose  proceedings  publicity  is  not 

fiven.  I  do  not  perceive  that  you  call  in  question  these  principles  of 
russian  law,  either  with  regard  to  their  prohibitions  or  administra- 
tion. The  Prussian  law  being  thus  laid  down  authoritatively,  this 
government  has  no  right,  especially  in  the  absence  of  all  other  infor- 
mation, to  doubt  the  accuracy  of  the  statement.  It  must  consider  that 
point  established. 

With  respect  to  the  application  of  the  law  to  the  facts,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  the  power  of  the  administrative  tribunal,  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  the  considerations  you  present  strongly  incline  me  to 
believe  that  Mr.  Dully^  was  an  injured  man,  and  was  not  guilty  of  the 
conduct  which  was  so  severely  visited.  But  his  guilt  or  innocence  was 
a  subject  for  the  determination  of  the  Prussian  authorities,  necessarily 
resulting  from  the  jurisdiction  conferred  upon  them.  It  appears  by 
the  statement  of  Baron  Manteuffel,  that  the  Prussian  government 
investigated  this  subject  with  a  good  deal  of  care,  and  became  convinced 
that  Mr.  Dully£  had  rendered  himself  obnoxious  to  the  administration 
of  the  law. 

In  your  dispatch  of  August  7,  which  was  received  here  on  the  28th, 
you  present  the  case  of  John  Henne,  and  again  call  the  attention  of  the 
department  to  that  of  Dullye,  and  it  appears  by  your  dispatch  of  Sep- 
tember 21  following,  which  reached  here  October  11,  that  you  had 
then  expected  the  reception  of  the  views  formed  here  respecting  those 
cases.  Such  an  expectation  was  hardly  compatible  with  these  dates, 
even  had  there  been  no  obstacle  to  prevent  an  immediate  reply  from 
the  department  sustaining  you  in  your  views,  as  you  desired.  Such 
an  obstacle  however,  did  exist.  You  had  asked  of  the  ministers  of 
foreign  affairs  that  Mr.  Henne,  born  a  Prussian  subject,  but  become  an 
American  citizen,  shouy  be  permitted  to  return  to  Prussia  to  revisit 
his  friends  and  relatives.  To  this  the  Prussian  minister  answered 
that  he  had  consulted  two  of  his  colleagues  of  the  cabinet,  whose 
administrative  duties  embraced  this  application,  and  they  reported  that 
Mr.  Henne  was  a  ^^refractaire,"  a  person  owing  military  service,  and 
not  having  performed  it,  and  that  it  was  an  established  principle  that 
no  person  in  that  situation  should  be  permitted  to  return  to  Prussia 
without  being  compelled  to  fulfill  his  military  obligation.  You  cor- 
rectly remark  that  this  decision  is  in  accordance  with  the  views  previ- 
ously  held  by  the  Prussian  government,  and  which  have  not  been 
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eontested  by  the  United  States.  If  Mr.  Henne  actually  owed  an  exist- 
ing service  at  the  time  he  left  Prussia,  from  which  duty  he  had  not 
been  absolved,  it  was  hardly  to  be  expected  that  the  government  would 
adopt  a  principle  of  action  which  would  free  him  from  the  consequences 
of  an  obligation  already  commenced. 

Tou  informed  me  a  short  time  since  that  the  expected  inauguration 
of  a  regency  in  Prussia  would  probably  afford  a  favorable  opportunity 
to  bring  this  subject  of  the  condition  of  our  citizens  in  that  country  to 
the  attention  of  the  government,  with  the  hope  that  modifications  in 
the  present  police  and  administrative  systems  might  be  assented  to, 
which  would  remove  some  of  the  inconveniences  now  complained  of. 
That  event,  which  has  already  taken  place,  may  render  it  expedient  to 
submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  present  government  the  desire  of 
the  United  States  that  some  changes  may  be  introduced  into  the 
Prussian  administration  which  will  meliorate  the  condition  of  our  citi- 
zens.    Upon  this  subject,  I  shall  communicate  further  with  you  after 
the  receipt  of  your  answer  to  this  dispatch.     In  one  of  your  communi- 
cations you  state,  that  some  of  our  citizens  are  serving  against  their 
will  in  the  Prussian  army,  but  you  omit  to  mention  the  circumstances 
of  this  compulsory  service.     I  am  not,  therefore,  able  to  form  a  judg- 
ment whether  the  course  of  the  Prussian  government  in  this  respect 
gives  just  cause  of  offense  to  the  United  States.     Cases  may  occur  in 
which  such  service  may  be  claimed  and  enforced  without  any  violation 
of  our  rights,  as  when  it  is  the  consequence  of  obligations,  legally 
imposed  and  existing  at  the  time  of  emigration.     Under  such  circum- 
stances, an  emigrant  by  becoming  an  American  citizen  does  not  free 
himself  from  preexisting  liabilities  in  the  event  of  his  return.     I  have 
the  same  difficulty  in  forming  a  judgment  upon  the  case  of  Captain 
Paul  Bonner,  reported  in  your  letter  of  September  25,  1858,  because 
the  facts  are  not  stated,  and  I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  what  were 
the  reasons  which  induced  the  Prussian  authorities  to  give  him  notice 
not  to  leave  the  country  until  his  military  duties  were  discharged.     I 
should  feel  obliged  by  your  transmitting  me  a  statement  of  the  facts 
in  all  these  cases,  that  we  may  be  able  to  judge  whether  the  interposi- 
tion of  the  government  is  called  for  by  the  violation  of  obligations  which 
Prussia  has  contracted  with  the  United  States.     I  desire,  also,  to  know 
whether  the  notice  to  Captain  Bonner  has  been  followed  by  any  coercive 
act  compelling  his  service. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  with  one  exception,  makes 
no  difference  between  a  native-born  and  a  naturalized  citizen,  nor  does 
the  government  recognize  any  difference  between  them  in  the  treaties 
into  which  it  enters.  Obligations  of  the  nature  adverted  to  may  create 
liabilities  on  the  return  of  rrussian-born  subjects,  but  we  have  a  right 
to  expect  that  these  will  be  enforced  with  as  little  individual  injury  as 
may  oe  consistent  with  a  just  system  of  administration,  and  especially 
as  the  doctrine  of  inalienable  allegiance  has  been  abandoned  by  Prussia, 
and  therefore  this  general  subject  cannot  be  embarrassed  by  any  ques- 
tion arising  out  of  that  pretension. 

I  regret  to  see  in  Baron  Manteuffel's  note  to  you  of  November  9, 
1857,  a  disposition  unfavorable  to  the  return,  under  any  circumstances, 
of  Prussian  emigrants,  who  have  been   naturalized  in  the  United 
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States.  Though  no  intention  in  avowed  to  exclude  them,  such  a  feeling 
on  the  part  of  the  Prussian  authorities  may  render  their  residence  in 
Prussia  very  unpleasant,  as  well  as  useless  for  purposes  of  business,  if 
not,  indeed,  liable  to  still  graver  objections.  Even  where  a  government 
is  not  restricted  by  treaty  engagements,  it  is  still  a  harsh  measure  to 
exclude  the  naturalized  emigrant  from  his  native  country,  or  to  subject 
him  to  penalties  in  the  event  of  his  return,  even  for  a  brief  period,  or 
when  yielding  to  imperative  circumstances.  Business,  anxiety  to  see 
near  and  valued  relatives,  a  natural  desire  to  visit  the  land  of  their 
birth — these  and  other  motives,  laudable  in  themselves,  may  well 
induce  this  class  of  our  citizens  to  return  to  their  native  countries.  It 
is  difficult  to  perceive  what  national  objection  can  exist  to  the  gratifi- 
cation of  such  feelings.  Surely  no  danger  can  be  apprehended  to  the 
public  pe^e,  for  the  governments  possess  ample  power  for  its  pre- 
servation, even  if  there  were  a  disposition,  a  very  improbable  sup- 
position, on  the  part  of  these  few  individuals  to  disturb  the  tran- 
quillity of  the  country.  These  remarks  are  not  made  in  defense  of  the 
right  of  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States,  natives  of  Prussia, 
to  revisit  and  reside  there — ^that  right  is  secured  by  treaty — ^but  this 
government  relies  upon  the  justice  and  friendship  of  that  of  Prussia 
not  to  permit  any  unfavorable  impression  respecting  these  returned 
naturalized  citizens  to  work  them  injury.  Your  views  upon  the  general 
subject  are  accompanied  by  the  remark,  that  if  our  naturalized  citizens 
of  Irish  birth  had  causes  of  complaint  against  the  British  government 
similar  to  those  which  the  same  class  of  Prussian  emigrants  have 
against  theirs,  a  remedy  would  be  found;  and  you  ask,  significantly, 
why  not  find  a  remedy  in  the  latter  case?  I  am  constrained  to  believe 
that  this  remark,  which  has  been  read  by  the  President  with  regret, 
was  made  without  due  consideration.  To  find  a  remedy  for  cases  of 
hardship  is  precisely  what  you  have  been  striving  to  do,  and  what  the 
government  is  anxious  to  accomplish.  Where  there  are  violations  of 
our  rights,  eitlier  international  or  conventional,  the  United  States  will 
not  hesitate  to  use  all  proper  means  to  secure  a  remedy.  But  there 
are  many  cases  of  hardship  in  which  no  such  rights  are  violated,  and 
here  our  appeal  must  be  made  to  the  justice  and  good  feeling  of  the 

f roper  government;  and  when  they  occur  in  Prussia,  of  course,  to  the 
russian  government. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  is  not  influenced  in  the  treat- 
ment of  our  naturalized  citizens,  or  in  the  protection  it  afibrds  them, 
by  any  considerations  growing  out  of  their  respective  places  of  birth, 
and  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  why  you  should  have  thought  it 
necessary  to  intimate  a  different  opinion. 

In  looking  into  this  subject,  I  feel  the  want  of  an  accurate  knowl- 
edge of  the  Prussian  law  respecting  service  in  the  army.  Almost  all 
the  complaints  which  have  reached  the  government  from  naturalized 
citizens  in  Prussia  have  originated  in  demands  arising  out  of  the 
system  of  compulsory  service.  The  process  by  which  the  necessary 
supply  of  men  is  provided  for  the  military  establishments  of  continental 
Europe  is  contrary  to  our  ideas  of  personal  right,  but  we  have  no 
right  to  ask  that  it  be  changed,  and  made  to  accommodate  itself  to 
our  standard.     If  it  afiect  our  citizens  injuriously,  it  may  fairly  be 
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made  the  subject  of  friendly  representation.  According  to  the  Prus- 
sian system^  which  has  some  peculiar  features,  the  whole  population 
is  compelled  to  serve  in  succession  in  the  army.  You  will  oblige  me 
by  communicating  to  me  all  the  details  connected  with  this  branch  of 
the  Prussian  administration,  which  may  be  useful  in  forming  a  judg- 
ment of  its  operation  upon  our  returned  citizens ;  and  especially  at 
what  time  the  military  service  actually  commences,  and  at  what  age 
persons  are  considered  liable  to  be  enrolled,  or  so  connected  with  the 
service  that  the  obligation  cannot  be  dissolved,  without  the  action  of 
the  government. 

In  addition,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  learn  any  other  features  of  this 
scheme  of  policy  which  may  exhibit  its  bearing  upon  our  citizens. 

It  is  understood  that  a  document  is  issued  by  the  authority  of  the 
Prussian  government  to  all  its  subjects  desirous  of  leaving  the  country, 
with  a  view  to  establish  themselves  elsewhere,  called  a  certificate  oi 
emigration,  which  exonerates  such  persons  from  the  penalties  arising 
out  of  their  liability  to  serve  in  the  army,  should  they  return  to  Prussia. 
If  such  a  certificate  is  fairly  issued,  as  a  matter  of  course  upon  applica- 
tion, and  with  reasonable  fees  only  to  the  proper  oflScers  making  out 
the  papers,  and  if  its  legal  efiect  be  to  remove  the  obligation  which 
would  otherwise  exist,  1  can  conceive  no  just  reason  why  any  person 
not  ignorant  of  his  ability  to  obtain  such  a  protection  should  leave 
Prussia  without  providing  himself  with  it.  1  am  desirous  of  learning 
the  provisions  of  the  Prussian  law  in  this  respect.  How  are  these  cer- 
tificates granted,  and  how  far  do  they  remove  existing  or  contingent 
liabilities?  Are  they  granted  to  persons  of  tender  age  upon  application 
made  for  them,  or  how  are  such  persons  considered  by  the  law?  It 
may  happen,  that  by  some  accident  or  misconception,  a  person  may 
leave  Prussia  without  this  muniment  of  safety;  but  unless  so  prevented 
such  emigrant  is  inconsiderate  in  his  departure,  and  still  more  incon- 
siderate in  his  return. 

Information  upon  the  above  points  is  indispensable  to  the  formation 

of  a  correct  judgment  upon  the  true  condition  of  our  returned  citizens 

in  Prussia,  and  of  the  proceedings  and  views  of  that  country.     As  soon 

as  it  is  received  the  whole  subject  will  be  fully  considered.     We  shall 

then  be  better  enabled  to  judge  what  causes  of  complaint  fairly  exists 

and  what  modifications  we  ought  to  ask  of  the  Prussian  government. 

There  is  one  position  you  have  taken  which  I  entirely  approve,  and 

that  is  that  tne  evidence  upon  which  a  decision  is  given  against  an 

American  naturalized  citizen  should  be  communicated  to  the  minister 

of  the  United  States  upon  his  application.     Involving  as  it  must  the 

treaty  stipulations  between  the  two  countries,  it  is  a  demand  which 

ought  not  to  be  contested.     I  shall,  however,  again  advert  to  this  topic 

when  your  report  reaches  here,  and  furnish  you  with  the  views  of  the 

government  respecting  it,  as  well  as  those  it  may  be  enabled  to  form 

from  the  information  received  concerning  the  measures  it  may  be  proper 

to  adopt. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 

Joseph  A.  Wbiqht,  Esq., 

dc.y  dc.y  dkc.f  Berlin. 
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Mr.  Wright  to  Mr.  Cass. 

No.  56.]  Legation  op  the  Unitbd  States, 

Berlin,  January  18,  1859. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  copies  of  a  correspond- 
ence with  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  on  the  subject  of  the  military 
service  in  Prussia,  as  suggested  in  your  dispatch  No.  14,  dated  Decem- 
ber 10,  1858. 

I  endeavored,  in  my  communication  to  the  minister,  to  embrace  the 
points  alluded  to  in  your  dispatch  No.  14,  and,  though  his  answer  does 
not  embody  them  all  as  satisfactorily  as  might  be  desired,  I  hasten  to 
forward  it  to  the  department. 

In  presenting,  heretofore,  the  case  of  Eugene  Dullyi,  in  addition  to 
the  desire  to  seek  relief  in  his  case,  I  hoped  to  induce  some  change  in 
the  police  regulations  of  Prussia,  in  their  operation  npon  our  natural- 
ized citizens.  Hence  my  language :  ''I  beg  leave  to  submit  whether 
some  action  should  not  be  taken  by  our  government  which  may  result 
in  a  change  in  this  respect."  The  charge  against  Mr.  DuUye  may  be 
in  itself  *^no  crime  or  offense,"  to  employ  the  language  of  the  late 
minister  of  foreign  affairs ;  but  the  removal,  in  this  summary  manner, 
without  notice  or  trial,  of  an  American  citizen  engaged  in  active  busi- 
ness, under  our  present  treaty  stipulations  with  Prussia,  surely  involves 
in  its  operation  and  effect  a  charge  which  is  most  serious  in  its  conse- 
quences. In  the  case  of  Eugene  DuUy^,  it  was  quite  impossible  to 
present  the  department  with  all  the  details  of  the  charge  and  prosecu- 
tion; yet  the  facts  communicated  showed,  in  the  language  of  your  last 
dispatch,  "  that  Mr.  DuUye  is  an  injured  man,  and  not  guilty  of  the 
conduct  which  was  so  severely  visited." 

The  department  will  readily  perceive,  from  the  language  of  the 
former  mmister  of  foreign  affairs  relative  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States  returned  to  Prussia,  so  forcibly  answered  in  your  last  dispatch^ 
what  will  be  the  practical  working  of  such  views  upon  our  citizens 
who  are  returned  to  Prussia. 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  department  whether  an  arrangement  by 
treaty  stipulations,  that  American  citizens  residing  in  Prussia  shall 
not  be  ordered  out  of  the  country  without  notice  or  trial,  is  asking  too 
much  of  a  government  like  this,  united  so  closely  by  intercourse  and 
increasing  commerce  to  our  own. 

My  object  in  communicating  the  case  of  John  Henne  was  to  present 
to  the  department  the  two  questions  which  had  arisen.  I  used  the 
following  language  in  my  dispatch  dated  August  7, 1858 :  "  Mr.  Henne 
states  that  when  seventeen  years  of  age  he  left  Prussia,  the  land  of  his 
birth,  in  company  with  his  uncle,  for  the  United  States."  Thus  Mr. 
Henne  left  before  he  was  subject  to  military  duty. 

It  is  very  seldom  that  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  has 

received  a  permit  of  emigration  from  Prussia,  desires  to  return.    Those 

receiving  permits  of  emigration,  who  are  of  age,  take  with  them  their 

families  and  relatives.     Those  under  age  embraced  in  these  permits  of 

emigration,  when  they  reach  adult  age  in  our  country,  find  their  kin- 
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dred  and  friends  around  them.     Hence,  the  great  majority  of  thoee 
returning  to  Prussia  belong  to  a  different  class  from  either  of  these. 

The  department  will  observe  the  requirements  of  the  Prussian  law, 
"who  leaves  Prussia  without  permission  and  avoids  thereby  the  ser- 
vice in  the  active  army  or  the  landwehr,  incurs  a  fine  of  fifty  to  one 
thousand  thalers,  and  the  payment  of  the  fine,  or  the  imprisonment, 
does  not  dispense  with  the  obligation  to  discharge  the  military  duty." 

I  have  endeavored,  after  the  fullest  consultation  with  the  consuls  at 
Bremen,  Hamburg,  and  Stettin,  to  arrive  at  some  satisfactory  data  as 
to  the  number  of  Germans  annually  returning  to  this  country  from  the 
United  States.  I  have  embraced  in  mv  inquiries  all  who  were  born  in 
the  ZoUverein  States,  their  age  when  they  left,  &c.  I  have  ascertained 
from  these  investigations  that  not  less  than  ten  thousand  Germans 
return  annually,  more  than  one  third  of  whom  left  before  incurring 
any  liability  for  military  duty,  and  not  one  in  ten  of  these  minors  have 
taken  with  them  a  permit  of  emigration.  Another  class  must  not  be 
omitted,  viz:  those  who  left  the  country  ignorant  of  their  duty,  and 
who  believe  that  an  American  passport  will  protect  them  from  their 
neglect  of  duty  in  not  obtaining  a  permit  of  emigration,  and  against 
all  the  demands  of  any  foreign  government.  It  will  be  observed  that 
the  mere  fact  of  not  obtaining  a  permit  of  emigration  is,  of  itself,  such 
a  violation  of  the  Prussian  code  as  to  bring  the  offender  under  the 
penalty  of  the  law.  Prussia  keeps  a  register  of  the  birth  of  every  child 
Dorn  within  its  limits ;  and  no  government  takes  more  pains,  and  is 
more  accurate  with  all  its  statistical  tables.  Hence,  were  forwarded 
▼ith  my  dispatch,  No.  60,  a  list  and  a  memorandum  concerning  those 
against  whom  sentence  will  be  pronounced  for  neglect  of  duty,  ^ '  because 
they  did  not  appear  at  a  certain  time  before  the  recruiting  committee 
in  order  to  be  examined  as  to  their  fitness  to  do  duty."  The  proper 
ofiScer  has  only  to  examine  the  register  of  births,  and  from  this  he 
makes  out  his  report  of  the  list  of  delinquents.  Although  an  individual 
may  have  been  for  ten  years  previous  to  his  twentieth  year  residing  in 
the  United  States,  yet,  if  not  protected  by  a  permit  of  emigration,  on 
his  return  to  Prussia,  he  is  liable  to  the  sentence  of  the  law ;  and  if  he 
can  be  found  at  any  time,  imprisonment  is  his  doom,  and  service  in 
the  army,  against  his  will,  his  certain  reward.  I  do  not  believe  that 
Prussia  succeeds  in  one  case  in  twenty  in  placing  in  its  army  our  returned 
citizens.  It  is  a  pretension  of  but  little  value  to  them,  while  to  us  it 
is  most  unacceptable  and  annoying. 

The  department  had,  doubtless,  my  dispatch.  No.  45,  upon  the  10th 
of  December.  The  young  men  therein  named,  Marcus  CoUman, 
residing  in  Detroit,  and  Otto  S.  Rhein,  residing  in  New  York,  the 
ktter  the  son  of  a  widow  of  this  city,  left  Prussia  without  permits, 
neither  of  them  being  liable  to  military  duty  at  the  time  of  their  emi- 
gration. Rhein  remained  six  weeks  in  Berlin,  in  seclusion,  with  his 
mother ;  but  CoUman  did  not  venture  to  tarry  but  one  night  with  his 
aged  parents.  Both  of  them  succeeded  in  returning  to  their  adopted 
homes  in  America. 

In  communicating  to  me  the  correspondence  in  reference  to  the  young 
man  who  desired  to  return  to  Gldenourg,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
attached,  the  consul  at  Bremen  uses  the  following  forcible  language :  *  ^  I 
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could  present  you  with  numerous  instances  in  which  the  hardships  of  the 
existing  laws  in  relation  to  military  duty,  as  applied  to  those  who  left 
this  country  under  age,  have  come  under  my  own  observation.  Indeed, 
it  is  the  rule,  and  not  the  exception ,  that  when  the  poor  wanderer,  covered 
by  the  broad  aagis  of  our  country's  nationality,  arrives  within  the  limits 
of  my  consulate,  I  am  forced  to  tell  him  thus  far  you  can  go,  but  no 
further.  He  may  be  almost  within  sight  of  the  house  of  his  father,  or 
the  white  tomb  of  his  mother's  grave;  yet  all  around  my  consular 
district,  he  is  hemmed  in  by  the  bayonets  and  police  of  foreign  powers, 
who  jealously  exclude  him  from  the  blessed  privilege  of  meeting  with 
his  long  absent  friends,  around  the  hearthstone  of  his  boyhood's 
home."  Again:  *'In  at  least  three  out  of  five  cases,  persons  residing 
in  other  States  are  obliged  to  come  within  the  limits  of  my  consulate 
to  see  their  children  or  brothers." 

In  answer  to  the  inquiry  about  those  serving  in  the  army  against 
their  will,  I  would  refer  the  department  to  the  case  of  John  Statzer  or 
Statz,  mentioned  in  detail  by  my  predecessor  in  his  dispatch.  No.  144, 
dated  December  2,  1856.  It  seems  that  Statz  left  Prussia,  the  land 
of  his  birth,  when  sixteen  years  of  age,'  was  placed  in  itfl  army  on  his 
return,  against  his  will,  and  as  far  as  I  am  advised,  is  still  discharging 
military  duty. 

I  am  not  advised  as  to  the  result  of  the  case  of  Captain  Paul  Bonner. 

The  department  will  perceive  that  the  reply  of  the  minister  of  for- 
eign affairs  does  not  meet  the  question  as  to  the  course  of  proceedings 
taken  against  those  who  leave  Prussia  under  age,  without  having  per- 
formed their  military  duty.  In  a  conversation  with  said  minister,  on 
the  3d  day  of  December  last,  I  understood  him  to  say  that  obligations 
were  taken  from  the  parent  leaving  the  country  for  the  performance 
of  this  duty.  It  seems,  however,  that  I  misunderstood  him.  I  have 
since  had  an  interview  with  him,  expressly  upon  this  subject,  and  he 
informs  me  that  "the  government  seldom  gives  permits  of  emigration, 
where  the  sons  are  nearly  of  age  at  the  time  of  the  application,  and 
never  when  they  believe  the  object  in  view  is  to  avoid  this  duty ;  but 
that  it  may  in  some  cases  make  such  a  stipulation."  This  report  will 
account  for  what  I  stated  in  my  dispatch,  No.  50,  dated  December  4, 
1858. 

The  Prussian  army  consists  of  three  divisions : 

1.  The  standing  army,  numbering  about  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  thousand. 

2.  The  landwehr.  This  consists  of  two  parts :  the  first  levy  includes 
all  the  serviceable  men  from  twenty-five  to  thirty-two,  and  the  second 
levy  is  composed  of  all  the  fighting  men  between  thirty-two  and  forty. 

3.  The  landsturm.  This  is  composed  of  all  men  capable  of  bearing 
arms  who  are  from  seventeen  to  fifty,  and  who  are  neither  in  the  stand- 
ing army  nor  in  the  landwehr. 

The  government  of  Prussia  is  peculiarly  a  military  one,  and  while 

we  have  no  right  to  ask  for  a  change  in  this  respect,  or  seek  to  have 

her  accommodate  herself  to  our  standard,  still,  with  all  due  respect,  I 

would  submit  the  question,  whether  we  have  not  the  right  to  deny  at 

least  all  retrospective  obligations,  and  to  demand  the  suspension  of 

Judicial  proceedings  against  those  who  left  t\i\ft  coxroti's  during  minority? 
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I  not  only  witness  cases  of  great  hardship,  but  hear  of  others  well 
calculated  to  excite  any  citizen  of  our  country.  In  my  communication 
upon  this  subject,  I  have  been  surprised,  not  at  the  action  of  the  de- 
partment, but  at  the  fact  that  so  little  has  been  done  by  our  represent- 
atives abroad  to  bring  this  subject  properly  before  the  department. 

The  number  of  Germans  returning  to  their  fatherland  is  constantly 
increasiug;  therefore,  whatever  course  is  finally  settled  upon  in  this 
matter  for  the  future  by  Prussia,  will  be  adopted  by  all  the  States  of 
the  ZoUverein. 

I  suggest  to  the  department  the  propriety  of  presenting  the  follow- 
ing points  for  the  consideration  of  the  Prussian  government : 

1.  The  abandonment  of  the  claim  of  military  duty  upon  all  Ameri- 
can citizens  returning  to  Prussia,  who  left  this  country  before  the  lia- 
bility accrued. 

2.  No  proceedings  to  be  taken  against  absent  Prussians,  residing  in 
the  United  States,  who  left  before  they  were  of  a  certain  age,  say 
twenty. 

3.  Some  additional  restrictions  giving  American  citizens,  residing 
in  Prussia,  the  right  of  trial  in  a  Prussian  court,  before  enforcing  their 
expulsion. 

4.  The  right  to  copies  of  all  papers  in  either  of  the  departments  of 
Prussia,  in  any  way  affecting  an  American  citizen. 

Prussia  is  surrounded  by  free  cities  and  small  governments,  and  her 
railroad  facilities  are  great;  therefore,  the  young  and  adventurous 
Prussians  who  leave  for  our  happy  country  have  but  little  trouble  in 
making  their  way  thither.  These  are  the  most  numerous  class  who, 
in  riper  years,  return  to  the  land  of  their  birth.  One  says,  *'  to  weep 
over  the  grave  of  his  father,"  another  *^ to  see  an  aged  mother,"  and 
another  *'on  business  connected  with  his  father's  estate." 

The  United  States  is  not  a  party  to  the  arrangements  by  which  the 
sovereigns  of  Europe  claim  to  bold  these  subjects  in  perpetual  bondage, 
and  by  which  they  deny  to  them  the  right  to  choose  and  select  for 
themselves  a  new  home  and  free  institutions.  If  these  subjects,  in  pur- 
suit of  their  undoubted  rights,  choose  our  free  country  as  their  home, 
conform  to  its  laws,  are  nurtured  and  raised  under  our  institutions, 
perfect  their  citizenship,  and  are  admitted  to  a  perfect  equality  with  the 
native  citizen,  it  would  seem  to  be  our  part  of  the  contract  to  defend 
them  while  abroad;  at  least  those  against  whom  no  liability  had 
accrued  when  they  left  the  land  of  their  birth. 

I  have  great  confidence  that  our  government  will  be  able  to  devise 
means  of  a  pacific  but  firm  character,  which  will  remove  these  unjust 
and  inhuman  restrictions. 

If  I  have  been  mistaken  in  my  views  of  what  is  right  or  what  is 
expedient,  it  will  be  my  pleasure  to  conform  to  those  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  to  cooperate  with  it  in  doing  all  I  can  to  relieve  this  numer- 

0U8  class  of  our  adopted  citizens. 

**  ♦  *  *  ♦*  *  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  A.  WRIGHT. 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Wright  to  Baron  SchleinUz. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Berlin f  December  31,  1858. 

The  undersigned  would  be  pleased  to  receive  from  jrour  excellency 
some  accurate  information  respecting  the  military  service  in  the  Prus- 
sian army,  embracing  all  the  details  which  may  be  useful  in  forming 
a  correct  opinion  of  ^  its  operation  upon  citizens  of  the  United  States 
who  were  born  in  Prussia  ;  and  especially  upon  the  following  points: 
At  what  time  does  the  military  service  actually  commence,  and  at 
what  age  are  persons  liable  to  be  enrolled,  or  so  connected  with  the 
service,  that  the  obligation  cannot  be  dissolved  without  the  action  of 
the  government?  I  should  be  pleased  to  receive  any  other  information 
which  shall  disclose  the  principal  features  of  the  Prussian  military 
system  which  affect  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Your  excellency  will  please  furnish  me,  also,  with  a  copy  of  the  doc- 
ument issued  to  subjects  leaving  Prussia  called  a  *' certificate  of  emi- 
gration." I  allude  to  those  certificates  which  exonerate  persons  from 
the  penalties  arising  out  of  their  liability  to  serve  in  the  army,  should 
they  return  to  Prussia.  I  hope  to  learn  from  your  excellency,  also, 
how  these  certificates  are  granted,  and  how  far  they  remove  existing 
or  contingent  liabilities :  and  whether  they  are  granted  to  persons  of 
tender  age  upon  application  being  made  for  them ;  or  how  are  such 
persons  considered  by  the  law.     I  inclose  your  excellency  a  list  of  the 

Sersons  against  whom  notice  has  been  issued  for  neglect  of  military 
uty. 

I  beg  to  be  informed  if  such  proceedings  are  taken  against  all 
persons  who  have  left  Prussia  without  performing  their  military  duty, 
without  regard  being  had  to  their  age  at  the  time  of  removal. 

The  undersigned  would  be  pleased  to  receive  from  your  excellency, 
at  as  early  a  day  as  may  be  found  convenient,  information  upon  these 
subjects. 

I  pray  your  excellency  to  receive  herewith  the  assurance  of  my 
highest  consideration. 

J.  A.  WEIGHT. 
His  Excellency  Baron  de  Schleinitz, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs ^  (fee,  (fee,  dkc. 


[TransUition.] 

Berlin,  January  6,  1859. 

Sir  :  In  your  letter  of  31st  of  last  month  you  expressed  a  desire  to 
obtain  some  information  about  the  military  service  of  Prussia. 

After  causing  such  information  to  be  collected,  I  have  had  it  con- 
densed in  the  memorandum  which  I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  transmit 
to  you  herewith. 
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Id  retoming  to  yon,  at  the  same  time,  the  citation  which  was  an- 
nexed to  your  letter,  I  seize  the  occasion  to  offer  to  yon,  sir,  the  assur- 
ance of  my  high  consideration. 

SCHLEINITZ. 
Mr.  Wright, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary ,  dc,  &c. 


Memorandum. 

[Tranalatioii.] 


By  the  terms  of  section  1  of  the  law  of  3d  September,  1814,  (col- 
lection of  laws  for  the  year  1814,  p.  79,)  every  Prussian  subject  who 
has  attained  the  age  of  twenty  full  years  is  obliged  to  serve  in  the 
araiy. 

In  consequence,  in  each  year  all  the  young  men  of  that  age  must 
present  themselves  at  a  certain  time  before  the  military  commission  of 
the  circle  in  which  they  are  domiciled,  to  be  examined  as  to  their  fit- 
ness to  render  service,  and  designated,  the  case  happening,  to  the  de- 
tichment  in  which  they  are  to  be  incorporated. 

This  obligation  to  present  themselves  for  service  is  not  extinguished 
bf  time.  Whoever  does  not  appear  at  the  point  indicated,  is  held  to 
serve  at  a  more  advanced  age  ;  and  if  he  can  be  got  hold  of,  is  enrolled 
nnder  the  flag  before  any  other. 

Service  in  the  army,  in  active  employ,  lasts  three  years. — (Section  6 
of  the  law  above-mentioned.) 

During  the  two  years  following,  the  soldier  is  dismissed  on  leave^ 
and  belongs  to  the  reserve ;  thenceforward  he  is  not  called  into  service 
until  a  war,  or  an  increase  of  the  active  force  requires  it. 

After  the  expiration  of  these  two  years,  the  soldier  passes  for  seven 
years  into  the  first  levy  of  landwehr,  (land-guard,)  which,  in  time  of 
peace,  musters  only  annually  for  some  weeks  of  drill. 

These  seven  years  completed,  the  soldier  becomes  a  member  for  seven 
years  longer  of  the  second  levy  of  the  landwehr,  which  is  only  called 
(mt  in  time  of  war. 

Whoever  evades  the  duties  of  the  landwehr  is  obliged  to  take  part 
therein  at  a  later  time,  and  his  more  advanced  age  does  not  exempt 
him  from  such  call. 

Emigration  is  not  permitted,  except  with  express  leave  from  the 
government.  This  permission  cannot  be  granted  to  males  between 
•eventeen  and  twenty-five  years  of  age,  unless  they  produce  a  certifi- 
cate from  the  commission  for  recruiting  the  army,  testifying  that  they 
do  not  propose  to  expatriate  themselves  for  the  sole  purpose  of  evading 
their  military  obligations. — (Section  17  of  the  law  of  Slst  of  Decem- 
ber, 1842,  on  the  mode  in  which  the  quality  of  subject  of  Prussia  is 
acquired  and  lost.     Bulletin  of  the  laws  of  the  year  1843,  p.  15,  et  sea.) 

This  certificate  serves  also  as  a  guide  when  it  is  required  to  de- 
termine if  there  is  reason  to  grant  to  minors  authority  to  emigrate  with 
their  parents. 
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Soldiers  belonging  to  the  army  in  active  service,  or  to  the  reserve, 
do  not  obtain  leave  to  expatriate  themselves  until  they  have  been  dis- 
missed. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  service  in  the  first  or  second  levy  of  the 
landwehr  does  not  prevent  the  person  who  may  still  be  subject  to  such 
service  from  disengaging  himself  from  the  ties  which  bind  him  to  his 
native  land ;  one  exception  alone  is  made  to  this  regulation,  which  is 
when  the  landwehr  is  called  into  active  service.. 

Whoever  leaves  Prussia  without  permission,  and  thereby  evades 
service  either  in  the  army,  in  active  service,  or  the  landwehr,  incurs  a 
penalty  of  50  to  1,000  crowns,  or  incurs  an  imprisonment  of  one  month 
to  one  year. — (§  110  of  the  penal  code  of  April  14, 1851.) 

But  the  payment  of  the  penalty  or  the  infliction  of  the  punishment 
of  imprisonment  does  not  dispense  with  the  obligation  to  render  the 
military  service.  This  obligation  continues  the  rather  until  he  who 
may  have  neglected  his  duty  discharges  it  completely. 

Proceedings  are  taken  against  sucn  persons  the  moment  it  is  per- 
ceived that  they  are  unlawfully  absent,  and  without  regard  to  the  age 
they  may  meantime  have  attained. 

The  permission  to  emigrate,  of  which  a  formula  is  annexed  to  this 
memorandum,  puts  an  end  to  the  quality  of  Prussian  subject,  (§  20 
of  the  law  of  December  31,  1842,)  and  whoever  has  obtained  it  is  no 
longer  under  any  obligation  to  serve  in  the  army.  Unless  there  be  a 
formal  exception,  this  permission  embraces  also  the  wife  of  the  indi- 
vidual to  whom  it  has  been  granted,  as  well  as  the  minor  children  who 
are  still  subject  to  the  paternal  authority. 

Berlin,  January  6, 1859. 


Form, 

[Translation.] 

The  undersigned  royal  government  certifies  hereby  that  a  permit  o^ 
emigration  has  been  granted  to,  [name,  profession,  residence,]  at  his 

request,  and  for  his  emigration  to  with  his  wife,  formerly 

Miss ,  and  the  following  minor  children,  still  being  under  th^ 

authority  of  the  father : 

FName  and  time  of  their  birth.] 

This  permit  of  emigration  causes  the  loss  of  the  quality  of  Prussian, 
subject  from  the  date  of  its  delivery,  only,  however,  for  those  persons 
expressly  named  therein. 

The  day  of . 

ROYAL  PRUSSIAN  GOVERNMENT. 
[seal.] 
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Mr.  DiUer  to  Mr,  Thyen. 

Consulate  op  thb  United  States, 

Bremen,  May  7,  1858. 

Dear  Sir  :  Can  a  person  who  left  Oldenburg  before  he  was  fifteen 
jears  of  age,  and  before  1849,  return  on  a  visit  of  one  month  to  said 
dukedom,  if  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States?  Is  there  a  law  of 
Oldenburg  that  the  only  son  of  a  widow  is  exempt  from  military  ser- 
vice? If  such  is  the  law,  or  if  it  is  not,  can  such  a  son  get  permission 
from  the  Grand  Duke  to  visit  his  mother  for  a  month  or  six  weeks? 

Excuse  me  for  troubling  you,  and  accept  assurances  of  esteem  from 
yours,  very  truly, 

ISAAC  B.  DILLER, 
United  States  Consul  at  Bremen, 

O.  Thyen,  Esq.,  Ccnstdfor  Oldenburg. 


Mr.  Thyen  to  Mr.  Diller. 

Bremen,  June  15,  1858. 

Sir:  You  are  aware  that,  on  the  7th  ultimo,  in  consequence  of  your 
note  of  the  same  date,  I  immediately  requested  the  Oldenburg  ministry 
to  give  me  information  on  the  subject  of  your  inquiry ;  to  which  I  have 
at  last,  to-day,  received  an  answer,  of  which  the  inclosed  is  a  copy.  I 
am  sorry  not  to  have  been  able  to  give  it  sooner. 

Begging  you  to  accept  the  assurances  of  my  regard,  I  am,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

0.  THYEN, 
Consul  for  Oldevburg, 
Isaac  B.  Diller,  Esq., 

United  States  Constd. 


[Translation.] 

MiNisFRY  OF  State  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Oldenburg, 

Oldenburg,  June  11,  1858. 

In  answer  to  the  inquiry  of  the  United  States  consul,  dated  the  7th 
of  May,  as  well  as  to  his  other  interrogatories  in  respect  to  the  laws 
of  this  country  upon  *' military  duty"  and  **  emigration,"  the  ministry, 
observing  at  the  same  time  that,  in  the  absence  of  official  relations 
between  the  said  consul  and  the  government  of  the  Grand  Dukedom, 
and  between  Consul  Thyen,  respectively,  the  communication  can  only 
be  regarded  as  a  private  one,  reply  as  follows: 

1.  That  an  Oldenburg  subject,  even  if  he  have  left  his  native  country 
before  his  fifteenth  year,  not  only  does  not,  by  that  circumstance,  lose 

Ex.  Doc.  38 9 
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his  quality  of  subject,  but  remains  bound  to  perform  his  military  duty 
as  such  subject,  and  cannot,  of  himself,  escape  this  obligation  by  be- 
coming a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  For  such  an  abandonment  of 
duty,  he  is  liable  to  be  visited  by  the  penalties  of  the  law ;  and  if  he, 
or  a  part  of  his  property,  can  be  laid  hold  of,  legal  proceedings  must 
be  instituted  against  him.  There  is,  however,  nothing  to  prevent  his 
return  to  this  country ;  and  a  summary  arrest  will  be  dispensed  with, 
in  case  he  receive  '*free  escort"  from  his  Royal  Highness  the  Grand 
Duke,  or  give  satisfactory  security  that  he  will  hold  himself  ready,  at 
all  times,  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  law. 

2.  According  to  existing  laws,  the  only  son  of  a  widow  is  not  ex- 
empt from  performing  military  duty ;  and  this  rule  was,  under  the 
former  laws,  only  otherwise  when  the  son  supported  his  mother  in 
such  a  manner  that  she,  in  the  event  of  his  entering  the  service,  must 
have  fallen  a  burden  upon  the  *' general  poor  box;"  but  even  this 
ground  of  exemption  is  wanting  to  those  who  have  not  properly  an- 
nounced themselves,  or  have  been  condemned  for  avoiding  duty. 

3.  Permission  from  the  Grand  Duke  to  return  to  their  native  land, 
without  the  infliction  of  legal  punishment,  cannot  be  granted  to  those 
subjects  who  have  violated  the  laws  for  the  military  service.  A  re- 
mission or  mitigation  of  the  legal  punishment,  by  sovereign  grace,  can 
only  be  taken  into  consideration  after  the  party  in  question  has  sub- 
mitted to  legal  proceedings,  followed  by  judgment. 

Department  of  foreign  affairs,  represented  by 

VON  BERG. 
Mr.  0.  Thyen, 

Consul  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Oldenburg  at  Bremen, 


Mr,  Wright  to  Mr.  Cass, 

[Extract.] 

No.  57.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

•     Berlin,  January  26,  1859. 

I  omitted  to  inform  the  department,  in  my  last  dispatch,  that,  among 
others  who  have  lately  been  placed  in  the  Prussian  army,  with  American 
passports,  are  Joseph  Orthaus  and  Raphael  Fisher.  The  latter  has 
been  relieved  by  the  clemency  of  the  Prmce  Regent.  The  application 
of  Mr.  Orthaus  for  relief  has  not  yet  been  decided.  They  both  left  the 
country,  I  am  advised,  after  their  liability  for  military  service  had 
accrued. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 

JOSEPH  A.  WRIGHT. 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  State, 
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Mr.  Wright  to  Mr,  Cass, 

[Extract.] 

No.  62.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  March  12,  1859. 

Since  my  dispatch  of  the  18th  of  January,  (No.  56,)  several  cases  have 
come  before  me  in  relation  to '^military  service."  I  have  presented 
two  of  these,  by  petition  to  the  Prince  Regent,  for  relief,  but  have 
received  no  definite  answer  yet. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 

JOSEPH  A.  WRIGHT. 
Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretaty  of  State. 


Mr.  Wright  to  Mr.  Cass. 

[Extract.] 


No.  66.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  April  9,  1859. 

Numerous  cases  have  been  presented,  since  my  dispatch  of  January 
18,  1859,  No.  56,  on  the  subject  of  military  service  claimed  from  our 
citizens.  I  have  presented  petititions,  in  some  of  them,  to  the  Prince 
Regent.  In  reply  to  one  of  them,  he  reduced  a  sentence  of  nine  months' 
imprisonment  to  three,  for  a  case  of  desertion. 

At  this  time,  the  application  of  Francis  A.  Hoffmann,  a  distinguished 
citizen  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  is  before  the  Prince  Regent,  and  I  have 
strong  hopes  of  his  receiving  a  full  pardon.  Mr.  Hoffmann  has  not 
been  arrested. 

I  have  not,  thus  far,  presented  any  case  for  clemency  where  the  party 
left  this  country  before  any  liability  accrued. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  &c,,  &c., 

JOSEPH  A.  WRIGHT. 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Wright  to  Mr.  Cass. 

[Extract.] 


No.  76.]  United  States  Legation, 

Berlin,  June  4,  1859. 

Sre:         *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

I  am  just  in  receipt  of  your  dispatch  No.  18,  dated  May  12,    lt^\viXV 
receive  jdjt  most  earnest  and  constant  attention. 
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During  the  present  crisis,  it  will  be  impossible  to  turn  the  attention  of 
the  government  to  these  interesting  and,  to  us,  deeply  important  ques- 
tions. As  an  evidence  of  the  disposition  of  the  Prince  Regent  to  avoid  this 
class  of  subjects  at  present,  I  cite  the  case  of  Francis  A.  Hoffmann, 
mentioned  in  my  dispatch  No.  66.  In  this  case,  the  ministers  of  war, 
justice,  interior,  and  foreign  affairs,  have  all  united  in  favor  of  his 
petition ;  but  the  Prince  Regent  has,  as  yet,  not  acted,  although  his 
attention  has  been  frequently  solicited.  I  feel  armed,  on  this  subject, 
with  the  views,  opinions,  and  arguments  so  well  and  forcibly  expressed 
in  the  instructions  of  the  President.  I  cannot  doubt  of  the  ultimate 
success.  To  accomplish  this  end,  I  will  devote  most  faithfully  my  time 
and  abilities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 

JOSEPH  A.  WRIGHT. 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Wright  to  Mr,  Cass. 

[Extract.] 


No.  81. J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berliuj  June  25,  1859. 

It  is  impossible  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  government  of  Prussia, 
at  the  present  time,  upon  the  subject  mentioned  in  your  dispatch  No. 
18,  dated  May  12,  1859. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 

JOSEPH  A.  WRIGHT. 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Cass  to  Mr,  WriglU. 


No.  20.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  Jvly  8,  1859. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  call  your  immediate  atten- 
tion to  the  case  of  Christian  Ernst,  a  naturalized  American  citizen, 
who  is  said  to  have  been  recently  forced  into  the  service  of  the  King  of 
Hanover,  and  to  be  now  performing  military  duty  in  his  army.  Ac- 
cording to  the  representations  of  his  friends,  Mr.  Ernst  is  a  native  of 
Hanover,  but  left  that  country  some  eight  or  ten  years  ago,  and  came 
to  the  United  States,  where  he  declared  his  intention  to  become  an 
American  citizen,  and  where  he  was  legally  naturalized  on  the  24th  of 
February,  A.  D.  1859.  His  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  government  was 
administered  in  the  court  of  common  pleas  for  Scioto  county,  Ohio,  and 
Dearly  all  his  relatives  reside  in  that  State.     They  allege  that  at  the 
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time  of  his  departure  from  Hanover,  he  was  neither  in  actual  service 
in  the  Hanoverian  army  nor  had  been  dratted  to  serve  in  it,  and  that 
consequently  he  was  under  no  military  obligation  to  that  kingdom. 
Under  these  circumstances,  having  occasion  to  visit  Germany,  he  ob- 
tained a  passport  from  this  department  on  the  24th  of  March  last,  and 
in  the  following  April  he  proceeded  to  his  destination.  Soon  after  his 
arrival  there,  he  is  said  to  have  been  arrested  by  the  authorities  of 
Hanover,  and  compelled  to  do  military  service  in  the  Hanoverian  army. 
If  the  facts  thus  stated  by  his  friends  are  correct,  there  is  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  a  great  wrong  has  been  done  to  an  American  citizen,  which 
requires  the  prompt  intervention  of  this  government. 

Inasmuch  as  in  discussing  this  case  with  the  government  of  Hanover 
the  rights  of  our  naturalized  citizens  maybe  drawn  in  question,  and 
you  may  find  it  necessary  to  maintain  them,  I  am  instructed  by  the 
President  to  present  to  you  the  following  as  his  views  upon  this  im- 
portant subject : 

The  right  of  expatriation  cannot  at  this  day  be  doubted  or  denied 
in  the  United  States.  The  idea  has  been  repudiated  ever  since  the 
origin  of  our  government,  that  a  man  is  bound  to  remain  forever  in 
the  country  of  his  birth,  and  that  he  has  no  right  to  exercise  his  free 
will  and  consult  his  own  happiness  by  selecting  a  new  home.  The 
most  eminent  writers  on  public  law  recognize  the  right  of  expatriation. 
This  can  only  be  contested  by  those  who,  in  the  nineteenth  century, 
are  still  devoted  to  the  ancient  feudal  law  with  all  its  oppression.  The 
doctrine  of  perpetual  allegiance  is  a  relic  of  barbarism  which  has  been 
gradually  disappearing  from  Christendom  during  the  last  century. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  recognizes  the  natural  right 
of  expatriation  by  conferring  upon  Congress  the  power  **  to  establish  an 
uniform  rule  for  naturalization."  Indeed,  it  was  one  of  the  grievances 
alleged  against  the  British  King,  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
that  he  had  ^^  endeavored  to  prevent  the  population  of  these  States,  for 
that  purpose  obstructing  the  laws  of  naturalization  of  foreigners,  refus- 
ing to  pass  others  to  encourage  their  migration  hither,"  &c,,  &c. 
The  Constitution  thus  clearly  recognizes  the  principle  of  expatriation 
in  the  strongest  manner.  It  would  have  been  inconsistent  in  itself, 
and  unworthy  of  the  character  of  the  authors  of  that  instrument,  to 
hold  out  inducements  to  foreigners  to  abandon  their  native  land,  to 
renounce  their  allegiance  to  their  native  government,  and  to  be- 
come citizens  of  the  United  States,  if  they  had  not  been  convinced  of 
the  absolute  and  unconditional  right  of  expatriation.  Congress  have 
uniformly  acted  upon  this  principle  ever  since  the  commencement  of 
the  federal  government.  They  established  '*a  uniform  rule  of  natur- 
alization" nearly  seventy  years  ago.  There  has  since  been  no  period 
in  our  history  when  laws  for  this  purpose  did  not  exist,  though  their 

E revisions  have  undergone  successive  changes.  The  alien,  in  order  to 
ecome  a  citizen,  must  declare  on  oath  or  affirmation  that  he  will  sujp- 
port  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  at  the  same  time  he  is 
required  to  **  absolutely  and  entirely  renounce  and  abjure  all  allegiance 
and  fidelity  to  every  foreign  prince,  potentate.  State,  or,  sovereignty 
whatever,  and  particularly,  by  name,  the  prince,  potentate,  State  or 
sovereignty  whereof  he  was  before  a  citizen." 
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The  exercise  of  the   right  of  naturalization,  and  the  consequent 
recognition  of  the  principle  of  expatriation,  are  not  confined  to  the 

fovernment  of  the  United  States.  There  is  not  a  country  in  Europe, 
believe,  at  the  present  moment,  where  the  law  does  not  authorize  the 
naturalization  oi  foreigners  in  one  form  or  other.  Indeed,  in  some  of 
these  countries  this  law  is  more  liberal  than  our  own  towards  for- 
eigners. 

The  question  then  arises,  what  rights  do  our  laws  confer  upon  a 
foreigner  by  granting  him  naturalization?  I  answer:  All  the  rights, 
privileges,  and  immunities,  which  belong  to  a  native-born  citizen,  in 
their  full  extent,  with  the  single  qualification  that,  under  the  Consti- 
tution, '*no  person,  except  a  natural-born  citizen,  is  eligible  to  the 
office  of  President."  With  this  exception,  the  naturalized  citizen,  from 
and  after  the  date  of  his  naturalization,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  is 
placed  upon  the  very  s^poie  footing  with  the  native  citizen.  He  is 
neither  in  a  better  nor  a  worse  condition.  If  a  native  citizen  chooses 
to  take  up  his  residence  in  a  foreign  country  for  the  purpose  of  advanc- 
ing his  fortune,  or  promoting  his  happiness,  he  is,  wnilst  there,  bound 
to  obey  its  municipal  laws  equally  with  those  who  have  lived  in  it  all 
their  lives.  He  goes  abroad  with  his  eyes  open,  and,  if  these  laws  be 
arbitrary  and  unjust,  he  has  chosen  to  abide  by  the  consequences.  If 
they  are  administered  in  an  equal  spirit  towards  himself  and  towards 
native  subjects,  this  government  have  no  right  to  interfere  authorita- 
tively in  his  behalf.  To  do  this,  would  be  to  violate  the  right  of  an 
independent  nation  to  legislate  within  its  own  territories.  If  this 
government  were  to  undertake  such  a  task,  we  might  soon  be  involved 
in  trouble  with  nearly  the  whole  world.  To  protect  our  citizens  against 
the  application  of  this  principle  of  universal  law,  in  its  full  extent,  we 
have  treaties  with  several  nations  securing  exemption  to  American 
citizens,  when  residing  abroad,  from  some  of  the  onerous  duties  required 
from  their  own  subjects.  Where  no  such  treaty  exists,  and  an  Amer- 
ican citizen  has  committed  a  crime,  or  incurred  a  penalty,  for  violating 
any  municipal  law  whatever  of  the  country  of  his  temporary  residence, 
he  is  just  as  liable  to  be  tried  and  punished  for  his  ofiense  as  though 
he  had  resided  in  it  from  the  day  of  his  birth.  If  this  has  not  been 
done  before  his  departure,  and  he  should  voluntarily  return  under  the 
same  jurisdiction,  he  may  be  tried  and  punished  for  the  ofiense  upon 
principles  of  universal  law.  Under  such  circumstances,  no  person 
would  think  of  contending  that  an  intermediate  residence  in  his  own 
country  for  years  would  deprive  the  government  whose  laws  he  had 
violated  of  the  power  to  enforce  their  execution.  The  very  same  prin- 
ciple, and  no  other,  is  applicable  to  the  case  of  a  naturalized  citizen, 
should  he  choose  to  return  to  his  native  country.  In  that  case,  if  he 
had  committed  an  offense  against  the  law  before  his  departure,  he  is 
responsible  for  it  in  the  same  manner  as  the  native  American  citizen, 
to  whom  I  have  referred.  In  the  language  of  the  late  Mr.  Marcy,  in 
his  letter  of  the  10th  Janiiary,  1854,  to  Mr.  Jackson,  then  our  charge 
d'affaires  to  Vienna,  when  speaking  of  Tousig's  case,  ''every  nation, 
whenever  its  laws  are  violated  by  any  one  owing  obedience  to  them, 
whether  he  be  a  citizen  or  a  stranger,  has  a  right  to  inflict  the  penal- 
ties incurred  upon  the  transgressor,  if  found  within  its  jurisdiction." 
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This  principle  is  too  well  established  to  admit  of  serious  controversy. 
If  one  of  our  native  or  naturalized  citizens  were  to  expose  himself  to 
punishment  by  the  commission  of  an  offense  against  any  of  our  laws, 
State  or  national,  and  afterwards  become  a  naturalized  subject  of  a 
foreign  country,  he  would  not  have  the  hardihood  to  contend,  upon 
voluntarily  returning  within  our  jurisdiction,  that  his  naturalization 
relieved  him  from  the  punishment  due  to  his  crime.  Much  less  could 
he  appeal  to  the  government  of  his  adopted  country  to  protect  him 
against  his  responsibility  to  the  United  States  or  any  of  the  States. 
This  government  would  not  for  a  moment  listen  to  such  an  appeal. 

Whilst  these  principles  cannot  be  contested,  great  care  should  be 
taken  in  their  application,  especially  to  our  naturalized  citizens.  The 
moment  a  foreigner  becomes  naturalized  his  allegiance  to  his  native 
country  is  severed  forever.  He  experiences  a  new  political  birth.  A 
broad  and  impassable  line  separates  him  from  his  native  country.  He 
is  no  more  responsible  for  anything  he  may  say  or  do,  or  omit  to  say 
or  do,  after  assuming  his  new  character  than  if  he  had  been  born  in 
the  United  States.  Should  he  return  to  his  native  country,  he  returns 
as  an  American  citizen,  and  in  no  other  character.  In  order  to  entitle 
his  original  government  to  punish  him  for  an  offense  this  must  have 
been  committed  while  he  was  a  subject  and  owed  allegiance  to  that 
government.  The  offense  must  have  been  complete  before  his  expatri- 
ation. It  must  have  been  of  such  a  character  that  he  might  have  been 
tried  and  punished  for  it  at  the  moment  of  his  departure.  A  future 
liability  to  serve  in  the  army  will  not  be  sufficient ;  because  before  the 
time  can  arrive  for  such  service  he  has  changed  his  allegiance  and  has 
become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  It  would  be  quite  absurd  to 
contend  that  a  boy  brought  to  this  country  from  a  foreign  country, 
with  his  father's  family,  when  but  twelve  years  of  age,  and  naturalized 
here,  who  should  afterwards  visit  the  country  of  his  birth  when  he  had 
become  a  man,  might  then  be  seized  and  compelled  to  perform  military 
service,  because  if  he  had  remained  there  throughout  the  intervening 
years,  and  his  life  had  been  spared,  he  would  have  been  bound  to  perform 
military  service.  To  submit  to  such  a  principle  would  be  to  make  an 
odious  distinction  between  our  naturalized  and  native  citizens. 

In  my  letter  to  Mr.  Hofer  of  the  14th  ultimo,  I  confine  the  foreign 
jurisdiction  in  regard  to  our  naturalized  citizens  to  such  of  them  as 
**  were  in  the  army  or  actually  called  into  if  at  the  time  they  left 
Prussia ;  that  is,  to  the  case  of  actual  desertion  or  a  refusal  to  enter 
the  army  after  having  been  regularly  drafted  and  called  into  it  by  the 
government  to  which  at  the  time  they  owed  allegiance.  It  is  presumed 
that  neither  of  these  cases  presents  any  difficulty  in  point  of  principle. 
If  a  soldier  or  a  sailor  were  to  desert  from  our  army  or  navy,  for  which 
offense  he  is  liable  to  a  severe  punishment,  and  after  having  become  a 
naturalized  subject  of  another  country,  should  return  to  the  United 
States,  it  would  be  a  singular  defense  for  him  to  make  that  he  was 
absolved  from  his  crime  because  after  its  commission  he  had  become  a 
subject  of  another  government.  It  would  be  still  more  strange  were 
that  government  to  interpose  in  his  behalf  for  any  such  reason.  Again, 
during  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  in  several  of  the  States,  I 
might  mention  Pennsylvania  in  particular,  the  militiaman  who  was 
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drafted  and  called  into  the  service  was  exposed  to  a  severe  penalty  if 
he  did  not  obey  the  draft  and  muster  himself  into  the  service,  or  in 
default  thereof  procure  a  substitute.  Suppose  such  an  individual,  after 
having  incurred  this  penalty,  had  gone  to  a  foreign  country  and  become 
naturalized  there,  and  then  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  is  it  possible  to 
imagine  that  for  this  reason  the  arm  of  the  State  authorities  would  be 
paralyzed,  and  that  they  could  not  exact  the  penalty?  I  state  these 
examples  to  show  more  clearly  both  the  extent  and  the  limitation  of 
rightful  Hanoverian  jurisdiction  in  such  cases.  It  is  impossible  to 
foresee  all  the  varying  circumstances  which  may  attend  cases  as  they 
may  arise;  but  it  is  believed  that  the  principles  laid  down  may  gen- 
erally be  sufficient  to  guide  your  conduct. 

It  is  to  be  deeply  regretted  that  the  German  governments  evince  so 
much  tenacity  on  this  subject.  It  would  be  belter,  far  better  for  them, 
considering  the  comparatively  small  number  of  their  native  subjects 
who  return  to  their  dominions  aft^r  being  naturalized  in  this  country, 
not  to  attempt  to  exact  military  service  from  them.  They  will  prove 
to  be  most  reluctant  soldiers.  If  they  violate  any  law  of  their  native 
country  during  their  visit,  they  are,  of  course,  amenable  like  other 
American  citizens.  It  would  be  a  sad  misfortune  if,  for  the  sake  of  an 
advantage  so  trifling  to  such  governments,  they  should  involve  them- 
selves in  serious  difficulties  with  a  country  so  desirous  as  we  are  of 
maintaining  with  them  the  most  friendly  relations.  It  is  fortunate 
that  serious  difficulties  of  this  kind  are  mainly  confined  to  the  German 
States  ;  and  especially  that  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  do  not  authorize 
any  compulsory  military  service  whatever.  From  these  views  it  will 
be  seen,  that  if  the  case  of  Mr.  Ernst  has  been  correctly  stated  by  his 
friends,  he  has  been  deeply  wronged  by  the  authorities  of  Hanover, 
and  is  entitled  to  the  most  prompt  redress.  You  will  lose  no  time, 
therefore,  in  bringing  the  subject  to  the  attention  of  the  minister  of 
Hanover  at  Berlin,  and  will  request  him  to  present  it  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment  to  his  government,  in  order  that  full  justice  may  be 
done  to  Mr.  Ernst  without  unnecessary  delay.  This  government  has 
no  desire  to  interfere  in  the  slightest  degree  with  the  domestic  affairs 
of  Hanover,  or  to  excuse  its  citizens  who  visit  that  kingdom,  for  any 
crime  which  they  may  commit  against  its  peace  and  order.  It  only 
demands,  as  it  surely  may  rightfully  do,  that  when  its  citizens  who  go 
there,  submit  themselves  in  good  faith  to  its  laws,  and  conduct  thetn- 
selves  in  a  peaceable  and  orderly  manner,  they  shall  be  protected  in 
their  persons  and  property,  and  shall  be  permitted  to  enter  and  leave 
the  kingdom  without  molestation.  To  this  protection  they  are  clearly 
entitled  by  our  treaty  with  Hanover  of  November,  1840,  which  is  still 
in  force.  The  first  article  of  this  treaty  provides  that  ''there  shall  be 
between  the  territories  of  the  high  contracting  parties,  a  reciprocal 
liberty  of  commerce  and  navigation  ;"  that  "the  inhal]itants  of  their 
respective  states  shall  mutually  have  liberty  to  enter      *  *  » 

the  territories  of  each  party  where  foreign  commerce  is  admitted;" 
and  that  ''they  shall  be  permitted  to  sojourn  and  reside  in  all  parts 
whatsoever  of  said  territories,  in  order  to  attend  to  their  affairs  *  * 
*  provided  they  submit  to  the  laws,  as  w^U  general  as  special, 
relative  to  the  right  of  residing  and  trading."     Even  in  the  absence 
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of  this  treaty,  or  of  any  treaty  between  the  parties,  for  thq  j^overn- 
ment  of  either  to  seize  a  citizen  of  the  other,  whom  it  might  find 
sojourning  peaceably  within  its  territories,  and  force  him  to  do 
duty  in  its  army,  would  be  regarded  as  not  only  an  unfriendly 
act  to  the  government  of  that  citizen,  but  as  inconsistent,  also, 
with  the  civilization  of  the  present  day.  Under  the  provisions, 
however,  to  which  I  have  just  referred,  such  an  act  would  be  unques- 
tionably an  act,  also,  of  bad  faith.  By  this  treaty,  every  inhabitant  of 
the  United  States  has  a  right  to  visit  Hanover  and  sojourn  there  in 
the  prosecution  of  his  business,  without  any  let  or  hindrance  whatever, 
80  long  as  he  submits  to  the  laws.  No  distinction  is  made  in  this 
respect  between  a  native  citizen  and  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  nor  could  this  government  have  ever  consented  to  a  treaty  in 
which  such  a  distinction  was  embraced.  But  every  ''inhabitant," 
whether  belonging  to  one  or  the  other  of  these  classes,  is  entitled  to 
all  the  benefits  of  the  treaty,  while  he  obeys  the  laws.  If  he  fails  to 
comply  with  this  condition,  he  forfeits  the  protection  which  he  might 
otherw^ise  claim,  and  becomes  liable  to  suffer  the  penalty  of  the  law 
which  he  has  broken ;  but  if,  without  such  forfeiture,  he  is  unjustly 
wronged  in  his  person  or  his  property,  he  is  entitled  to  full  redress  for 
8uch  wrongs,  by  whomsoever  committed.  This  is  the  rule  which  the 
President  expects  to  be  applied  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Ernst,  and  you  will 
accordingly  demand  his  immediate  discharge  from  his  compulsory 
service,  and  full  reparation  for  whatever  injury  he  has  suffered  either 
in  person  or  property.  It  is  due,  also,  to  the  friendly  relations  which 
exist  between  Hanover  and  the  United  States  that  an  occurrence  like 
this  should  be  rendered,  by  such  wise  provisions  as  may  be  found 
necessary  for  the  purpose,  impossible  in  the  future,  and  that  thus  the 
harmony  and  good  understanding  which  now  happily  subsist  between 
them  may  not  be  disturbed  hereafter  by  any  similar  cause. 

Mr.  Ernst  is  represented  to  be  now  serving  at  Nordesheim,  in  the 
third  regiment  of  Hanoverian  infantry.     I  inclose  the  description  of 
his  person,  which  accompanied  his  application  for  a  passport. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 

Joseph  A.  Wright,  Esq.,  <fc.,  etc.,  dc.j  Berlin. 


Mr.  Wright  to  Mr.  Cass. 

[Extract.] 


No.  88.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin y  August  6,  1859. 

Sir: 
♦  ♦♦♦♦♦ 

The  minister  of  foreign  affairs  has  advised  me,  to-day,  that  the 
Prince  Regent  has  granted  a  full  pardon  to  Francis  A.  Hoffmann,  as 
contemplated  by  my  dispatch  No.  66.  Mr.  Hoffmann  left  this  country 
without  performing  his  military  duty,  after  he  was  twenty  years  of 
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age,  and  settled  in  Illinois.  Since  then  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
legislature  and  a  candidate  for  lieutenant  governor  of  the  said  State. 
He  returned  to  Prussia,  and  spent  several  days,  during  this  year,  in 
Berlin,  and  in  the  place  of  his  birth,  yet  he  was  not  disturbed,  and 
now  he  receives  a  full  pardon. 

It  is  evident  that  this  government  does  not  wish  to  have  any  diffi- 
culty with  the  United  States  on  the  question  of  military  service,  and 
is  disposed  to  yield  in  individual  cases ;  but  it  will  make  great  opposi- 
tion to  surrendering  the  principle  involved. 

In  my  opinion,  the  prompt  stand  taken  by  the  President  in  the  case 
of  Christian  Ernst,   upon   the   principle  involved   in  his  case,   will 
triumph.     I  should  be  pleased  to  receive  a  copy  of  the  unanswerable 
opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  in  the  case  of  Christian  Ernst. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 

JOSEPH  A.  WRIGHT. 


Mr,  Wright  to  Mr,  Cass. 


No.  89.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  August  10,  1859. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  copies  of  the  correspond- 
ence with  Baron  Reitzenstein,  the  charge  d'affaires  of  his  Majesty  the 
King  of  Hanover  at  this  court,  during  the  absence  of  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  Hanover,  in  reference  to  the  release  of  Christian 
Ernst  from  the  Hanoverian  army. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  his  own  accord,  and  at  his  own  expense,  has  visited 
Ernst,  at  Nordheim,  notwithstanding  that  Baron  Reitzenstein  and  the 
minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  Prussia  endeavored  to  dissuade  him  from 
what  they  considered  '*a  dangerous  errand." 

The  details  which  he  then  obtained,  being  found  important  in  the 
treatment  of  this  case,  they  have  been  set  forth  in  the  communication 
which  is  dated  the  9th.  I  am  now  momentarily  expecting  the  charge's 
reply. 

It  is  not  true,  as  stated  by  many  of  the  American  newspapers,  that 
^*  there  are  several  American  citizens  in  the  Prussian  army."  I  know 
of  none.  John  Statz's  case,  reported  by  my  predecessor,  was  the  last, 
and  it  is  believed  that  he  is  now  released. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  A.  WRIGHT. 
Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Wright  to  Baron  Reitzenstein^  the  Chargl  d' Affaires  pro  tempore 
of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Hanover ,  at  tJie  Court  of  Berlin. 

A.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  August  6,  1859. 

MoNSTEUR  LE  Baron:  Having  had  the  honor  to  read  to  you  upon 
yesterday,  the  5th  instant,  the  dispatch  from  my  government  concern- 
ing the  case  of  Christian  Ernst,  a  citizen  of  the  Linit^d  States,  who  is 
now  being  forced  to  serve  in  the  army  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of 
Hanover,  and  to  request  that  you  will  apply  immediately  to  your 
government  for  full  powers  to  treat  this  case  with  me,  I  being  now 
authorized  by  my  government,  I  have  the  honor  to  comply  with  your 
request  to  furnish  you  with  a  copy  of  said  dispatch,  herewith  annexed, 
and  to  beg  that  you  will  call  the  immediate  attention  of  your  govern- 
ment to  its  matter. 

I  seize  this  occasion,  Monsieur  le  Baron,  to  assure  you  of  my  distin- 
guished consideration. 

J.  A.  WRIGHT. 


B.]  Legation  of  the  Untied  States, 

Betiin,  August  11,  1859. 

Monsieur  le  Baron:  Since  my  several  interviews  with  you  in  refer- 
ence to  the  discharge  of  Christian  Ernst  from  the  Hanoverian  army,  I 
have  been  made  acquainted  with  additional  facts  connected  with  his 
arrest  and  treatment  through  so  authoritative  a  source  that  I  feel  it  my 
duty  to  submit  them  to  your  government,  through  you,  for  their 
immediate  consideration. 

I  am  advised  that  at  the  time  of  the  arrest  of  Christian  Ernst,  at  the 
town  of  Peine,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Hanover,  he  was  rudely  deprived  of 
his  passport,  and  of  some  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  rix-thalers,  which 
he  had  about  his  person ;  also,  that  he  was  placed  in  the  common 
prison,  during  from  two  to  three  days  each,  of  the  towns  of  Peine, 
Hanover,  and  Nordheim,  where  he  was  made  to  eat  the  food  and  keep 
the  company  of  criminals,  until  he  was  forced  by  four  men  to  put  on 
the  uniform  of  the  Hanoverian  infantry.  Christian  Ernst  left  Hanover 
when  nineteen  years  of  age,  before  he  had  ever  received  an  intimation 
of  any  duty  to  serve  in  its  army.  He  left  his  native  country,  having 
committed  no  offense  against  its  laws,  and  without  any  debts,  and 
sought  in  the  United  States  a  future  home — an  undoubted  right  in  the 
nineteenth  century.  Therefore,  on  his  return  to  his  native  land. 
Christian  Ernst  visits  Hanover,  as  an  American  citizen,  and  in  no  other 
character. 

In  submitting  to  you.  Monsieur  le  Baron,  a  copy  of  the  dispatch 
from  the  government  of  the  United  States  in  reference  to  Christian 
Ernst,  as  well  as  during  the  several  conversations  which  we  have  had 
on  the  subject,  I  have  flattered  myself  with  the  belief  that  the  govern- 
ment of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Hanover  would  at  once  see  the  pro- 
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priety  of  comply  in  ff  with  the  views  expressed  in  said  dispatch,  and 
with  its  demand  for  Ernst's  immediate  release,  since  said  demands 
are  dictated  on  the  grounds  of  international  comity  and  of  strict  jus- 
tice. Noit,  I  am  convinced  that  your  government  will  perceive  the 
propriety  of  an  immediate  and  favorable  reply.  In  demanding  the 
immediate  discharge  of  Ernst,  with  full  reparation  for  the  injuries  he 
has  sustained  in  person  and  property,  I  am  not  only  expressing  the 
language  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  in  the  dispatch  before 
you,  but  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  every  nation  which  protects 
its  citizens  when  abroad. 

I  need  not  assure  you,  Monsieur  le  Baron,  that  a  determination  to 
press  into  the  military  service  of  Hanover  American  naturalized  citi- 
zens, under  such  circumstances  as  are  presented  by  the  case  of  Chris- 
tian Ernst,  cannot  but  lead  to  the  most  serious  difficulties  between  the 
United  States  and  the  kingdom  of  Hanover. 

This  legation  desires  to  do  all  in  its  power  to  preserve  the  kind  feel- 
ings and  respect  which  so  happily  exist  at  present  between  the  said 
countries. 

While  obeying  my  instructions  in  placing  plainly  and  frankly  these 
facts  before  the  government  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Hanover,  I  take 
this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Monsieur  le  Baron,  assurances  of  my 
highest  consideration. 

J.  A.  WRIGHT. 

Monsieur  le  Baron  de  Reitzenstein, 

Charge  d' Affaires  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Hanover^  &c. 


Mr.  Wright  to  Mr.  Cass. 

[Extract.] 


No.  90.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  August  13,  1859. 

gjl^.  :K  4(  ♦  ♦  «  ♦  3|e 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  the  only  note  received 
from  the  Hanoverian  charge  d'aflfaires  at  this  court  in  the  case  of 
Christian  Ernst. 

Desiring  to  extend  the  utmost  courtesy  to  the  government  of  Han- 
over, knowing  such  to  be  the  desire  of  the  President  in  treating  all 
diplomatic  negotiations^  I  have  concluded  to  wait  a  few  days  before 
replying  to  this  note.  The  department  shall  be  promptly  advised  of 
every  step  taken  in  the  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  A.  WRIGHT. 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Baron  Eeitzenstein  to  Mr.  Wright. 

[Translation.] 

A.]  Berlin,  August  11,  1859. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  the  notes  of  your  excellency,  of  the  6th  and  9th  of 
this  month,  I  have  the  honor  to  say  temporarily  that  I  am  directed  by 
my  government  to  announce  to  your  excellency  that,  in  conformity  to 
your  wish,  the  aflFair  of  Mr.  Christian  Ernst  will  bs  prosecuted  with 
all  possible  promptitude.  But  it  will  be  impossiole  for  me  to  give 
your  excellency  a  precise  answer  in  regard  to  this  affair  at  a  very  early 
period,  inasmuch  as  my  government  is  not  sufficiently  informed  as  to 
what  relat4?8  to  the  person  of  Mr.  Christian  Ernst,  and  as  to  the  period 
at  which  he  left  his  country  to  go  to  America.  The  minister  of  war 
will  therefore  be  under  the  necessity  of  communicating  in  the  first 
place  with  several  Hanoverian  officers,  in  order  to  assure  himself  in 
regard  to  these  points,  and  to  be  able  to  report  the  affair  for  the  deci- 
sion of  his  Majesty  the  King,  who  is  at  this  time  at  Norden.  As  soon 
as  I  am  notified  of  the  result  of  these  inquiries,  I  shall  have  the  honor 
of  communicating  it  to  your  excellency. 

Accept,  meanwhile,  the  assurances  of  my  very  distinguished  consid- 
eration. 

REITZENSTEIN. 

His  Excellency  Mr.  Wright, 

Envoy  Extraxyrdinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary^  dtc.y  c6c.,  dtc. 


Mr.  Wright  to  Mr.  Cass. 


No.  91.]  United  States  Legation, 

Berlin,  August  20,  1859. 

Sir:  Baron  Reitzenstein,  charge  d'affaires  for  Hanover,  has  this 
moment  advised  me  of  the  receipt  of  a  dispatch  from  his  government, 
informing  him  of  the  discharge  of  Christian  Ernst  from  the  Hano- 
verian army. 

By  next  mail  I  shall  be  able  to  furnish  the  department  a  copy  of  the 
dispatch  received  by  Baron  Reitzenstein,  as  the  baron  cannot  furnish 
me  the  same  in  time  for  this  day's  mail. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  A.  WRIGHT. 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Wright  to  Mr,  Cass, 

United  States  Legation, 

Berlin,  August  24,  1859. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  two  dispatches  of  Baron  Reitzen- 
stein,  of  the  date  of  the  16th  and  20th  instant.  Knowing  the  interest 
the  President  takes  in  this  case,  I  have  forwarded  the  original  dispatch 
of  Aagust  the  20th,  also  an  English  translation  of  the  same,  made 
out  by  an  excellent  scholar. 

Expecting  additional  information  as  to  the  arrest  and  treatment  of 
Mr.  Ernst,  I  shall  be  able  in  a  few  days  to  make  a  reply  on  the  subject 
of  satisfaction  and  compensation,  undoubtedly  his  right ,  and  to  the 
other  matters  mentioned  in  said  dispatch. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  A.  WRIGHT. 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington  City, 


[Translation.] 

Berlin,  August  16,  1859. 

Having  reference  to  my  note  of  the  11th  of  this  month,  I  have  the 
honor  to  inform  your  excellency  that  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  of 
Hanover  immediately  communicated  to  his  colleague,  the  minister  of 
war,  the  dispatches  you  were  pleased  to  remit  to  me,  with  your  note 
relating  to  the  affair  of  Mr.  Christian  Ernst. 

The  minister  of  war  has  now  replied,  that  by  these  communications 
alone  has  he  received  information  of  the  fact,  that  Mr.  Ernst  is  enrolled 
in  the  royal  army  of  Hanover.  The  minister  has  called  for  a  prompt 
report  from  the  prefect  of  Hildesheim  on  the  casein  question,  but  does 
not  believe  that  he  will  be  able  to  pass  upon  the  affair  until  the  receipt 
of  this  official  report. 

My  government  is  further  of  opinion,  that  Mr.  Ernst  should  at  once 
have  asked  protection  and  defense  from  the  superior  authorities  of  the 
country  in  the  particular  in  which  he  believes  his  rights  are  violated, 
and  thinks  that  in  case  Mr.  Ernst  had  complained  to  the  minister  at 
war  of  Hanover,  he  would  probably  have  succored  him  before  his  com- 
plaint could  have  reached  the  government  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

Be  pleased  to  accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  very  distinguished 
consideration. 

REITZENSTEIN, 
The  charge  d'affaires  of  Hanover. 

His  Excellency  Mr.  Wright, 

Envoy  Extraordinary,  d'c,  of  the  United  States  of  America, 


hr^ 


OF  AMERICAN  aTIZENS.  143 


[Translation.] 

Berlin,  August  20,  1859. 

The  undersigned  feels  great  pleasure  in  being  able  to  make  to  his 
excellency  the  minister  of  the  LFnited  States,  Mr.  Wright,  the  follow- 
communication  in  re  Christian  Ernst,  of  Portsmouth,  which  has  just 
reached  him  from  his  government. 

John  Henry  Christian  Ernst  was  born  on  the  22d  October,  1831,  at 
Handorf,  in  the  district  of  Peine.  He  went  to  the  United  States  about 
Easter,  1850,  leaving  his  parents  behind,  and  without  having  given 
notice  to  the  magistrate  of  his  intention  of  emigrating.  He  wrote  to 
his  relations  once  after  the  lapse  of  one  year,  when  dunng  several  years 
he  gave  no  further  news  about  himself.  After  having  entered,  in  1852, 
the  age  when  he  became  liable  to  military  service,  he  was  summoned 
to  appear,  like  every  other  citizen  liable  to  serve  in  the  army ;  at  his 
non-appearance  he  was  once  more  invited  through  the  public  papers  to 
return ;  and,  finally,  on  the  19th  February,  1855,  he  was  condemned 
as  a  military  absentee  by  the  criminal  court  at  Hildesheim,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  Hanoverian  legislation  on  the  subject. 

On  the  11th  February,  1854,  the  appointed  guardians  of  said  Ernst, 
whose  father  died  on  the  26th  May,  1852,  delivered  a  notarial  act, 
issued  on  the  27th  December,  1853,  at  Evansville,Vanderburg  county, 
Indiana,  to  the  purport  of  obtaining  his  liberation  from  his  allegiance 
to  the  Hanoverian  government.  However,  at  the  then  state  of  the 
affair,  that  petition  could  not  be  taken  into  consideration. 

The  legal  sentence  has  been  published,  put  into  execution  as  far  as 
possible,  and  the  name  of  said  Ernst  inscribed  at  his  native  place  on 
the  black-board  (hue  and  cry)  as  a  deserter. 

On  the  4th  May  of  the  present  year  the  magistrate  of  Peine  got  notice 
that  said  Ernst  had  come  back  to  his  native  place.  The  high  bailiff 
of  Hildesheim  having  been  consulted,  ordered  the  magistrate  to  pro- 
duce said  Ernst  for  the  subsequent  fulfillment  of  his  military  duties. 
The  latter  was  induced,  on  the  18th  May,  to  put  said  Ernst  under  pro- 
visional arrest,  after  his  having  received  a  sum  of  money  from  his 
guardians,  and  after  his  having  given  to  understand  that  he  intended 
to  leave  the  country  immediately,  in  order  to  avoid  irremediable 
annoyances.  On  the  20th  May  he  was  sent  under  escort  to  Nordheim, 
where  he  was  incorporated,  on  the  22d  of  the  same  month,  into  the 
2d  battalion  of  the  3d  regiment  of  infantry,  and  where  he  is  in  actual 
service. 
Such  is  the  exact  state  of  things. 

Now,  in  passing  to  the  contents  of  the  dispatch  addressed  on  the  8th 
July,  of  the  present  year,  by  the  under  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  at  Washington,  to  his  excellency  the  minister  at  Berlin,  the 
following  arguments  may  be  humbly  submitted: 

The  naturalization  in  general  exists  in  the  kingdom  of  Hanover  and 
in  the  other  States  of  the  German  Confederation  just  as  in  the  United 
States.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  permission  granted  to  subjects 
for  emigrating;  which,  in  fact,  is  guarantied  by  section  43  of  the  Han- 
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overian  constitution,  under  the  condition  of  a  due  observance  of  the 
legal  formalities  on  the  subject. 

The  naturalization  of  foreigners  commonly  depends  upon  certain 
suppositions.  Now  the  citizenship  of  a  country  implying  both  rights 
and  obligations  for  the  citizens,  the  freedom  of  emigration  is  subject  to 
certain  limitations  until  said  obligations  have  been  fulfilled  or  dispensed 
with. 

The  laws  concerning  citizenship  vary  in  the  different  countries,  nor 
an  they  be  expected  to  be  uniform  since  the  peculiarities  of  every 
individual  State  require  different  considerations  according  to  its  internal 
constitution.  Thus  it  may  happen  that  immigrants  into  Hanover  from 
a  certain  State  are  considered  as  Hanoverian  subjects,  according  to  the 
Hanoverian  law,  whilst  in  their  native  country  they  are  still  legally 
considered  as  subjects  of  that  country,  and  although  being  citizens  of 
a  foreign.  State,  and  still  liable  to  fulfill  civic  obligations  in  their  native 
country. 

The  promulgation  of  laws  and  regulations  respecting  naturalization 
and  emigration  is  undoubtedly  the  own  (or  domestic)  affair  of  the 
respective  governments;  and,  considering  the  diversity  that  exists 
between  the  laws  on  that  subject,  the  intention  of  putting  a  foreign 
law  in  force  in  another  country  without  taking  notice  of  the  legislation 
of  that  same  country,  must  be  looked  at  as  an  encroachment  upon  the 
rights  of  every  individual  State. 

The  principles  adopted  in  Hanover  with  regard  to  emigration  may 
be  said  to  be  the  most  liberal  of  all  the  States  of  the  German  Confedera- 
tion.    They  may  be  resumed  in  the  following  few  words :  ' 

The  freedom  of  emigration,  (with  the  exception  of  crimes,  &c.,  com- 
mitted, and  not  yet  punished,)  is  subject  to  certain  restrictions  with 
respect  to  the  male  population  in  consequence  of  the  general  military 
obligations  to  which  every  subject  is  liable.  The  fulfillment  of  military 
duty  is  not  required  from  sons  emigrating  with  their  fathers  before 
they  enter  the  age  of  conscription,  (twenty-first  year,)  nor  from  natural 
children  emigrating  with  their  mother.  Those  who  want  to  emigrate 
without  their  parents,  before  having  fulfilled  their  military  duties, 
require  the  permission  of  a  magistrate,  (a  certificate  of  emigration,) 
which  is  granted  without  difficulty  up  to  the  year  preceding  the  year 
when  the  conscription  takes  place,  and  which,  even  in  that  very  same 
year  is  not  refused,  provided  it  be  shown  that  the  interested  party  finds 
a  better  provision  for  the  future  abroad.  Said  grant  is  not  to  be  eluded 
by  the  simple  reason  because  it  serves  to  distinguish  honest  emigrants 
from  those  who  evade  their  military  duties  by  flight.  When  within 
the  age  of  military  conscription,  (from  twenty-first  to  twenty-seventh 
year,)  those  subjects  are  alone  allowed  to  emigrate,  who,  having  not  yet 
entered  the  military  service,  do  not,  by  their  departure,  endanger  the 
rights  of  other  parties  liable  to  serve  in  the  army.  Even  those  subjects  to 
whom,  under  such  circumstances,  said  permission  might  be  refused, 
may  obtain  the  same,  after  having  procured  a  substitute,  nay,  after 
having  giving  a  sufficient  security  for  finding  a  substitute,  in  case  the 
young  men  should  be  called  out  for  military  service. 

In  applying  the  above  principles  to  the  present  case,  the  following 
result  is  obtained : 
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ChriBtian  Ernst,  born  in  1831,  left  the  Hanoverian  territory  about 
Easter,  in  1850,  leavinghis  father  behind ;  therefore,  if  he  intended  to 
give  up  his  rights  as  a  Hanoverian  subject,  and  to  settle  in  the  United 
States,  he  required  a  certificate  of  emigration,  which,  up  to  the  1st 
January,  1852,  would  not  have  been  withheld.  That  intention,  how- 
ever, not  having  been  evinced,  the  certificate  was  not  granted;  con* 
sequently,  the  said  Ernst  could  but  be  condemned,  like  every  other 
refractory  absentee,  as  a  deserter,  and  at  his  return  be  treated  as  such. 

The  sentence  having  been  brought  to  public  notice,  his  name  having 
besides,  been  inscribed  on  the  black-board,  (hue  and  cry,)  said  Ernst 
could  well  know  by  himself  or  others  what  he  might  expect  in  the 
kingdom  of  Hanover.  He  therefore  must  attribute  to  himself  alone 
tiie  disagreeable  conseauences  arising  therefrom  for  him. 

If  the  government  ot  the  United  States  would  not  consent  to  natu- 
ralize a  foreigner  before  his  having  shown  that  he  duly  fulfilled  his 
oUigatums  to  his  native  country — as  generally  done,  under  terms  of 
reciprocity,  by  the  different  governments  of  Eiirope — a  naturalized 
American  citizen  at  his  return  to  his  native  country  could  never  happen 
to  be  claimed  for  not  having  fulfilled  his  duties  at  home. 

Now,  according  to  the  contents  of  said  dispatch,  the  right  of  the 
foreign  State  of  admonishing  naturalized  American  citizens  returning 
to  their  native  country  to  fulfill  obligations  preceding  the  time  of  their 
emigration  to  the  United  States,  is  generally  recognized.  This,  how- 
ever, is  done  with  certain  restrictions,  based  upon  considerations  of 
laws  existing  in  the  United  States,  but  not  in  the  respective  foreign 
State.  Thus  said  dispatch,  with  respect  to  the  violation  of  the  military 
duty,  uses  an  argument  which  is  entirel  v  contrary  to  the  Hanoverian 
principles,  viz:  it  says  that  such  a  violation  is  only  committed  by  him 
who  leaves  the  country  after  having  entered  the  military  service,  or 
after  having  been  duly  summoned  to  enter  the  same.  From  that 
argument,  tne  inference  is  drawn  that  said  Ernst,  who  acquired  the 
American  citizenship  only  on  the  24th  February  of  the  present  year,  thus 
being  up  to  that  period  only  a  Hanoverian  subject,  soiournmg  in  the 
United  States,  has  illegally  been  forced  to  enter  the  military  service. 

The  natural  relation  between  independent  States  seems  to  require 
that  the  State  granting  letters  of  naturalization  to  the  subject  of  another 
State  can  only  do  this,  provided  those  obligations,  the  military  duties 
included,  which  the  interested  party  has  yet  to  fiilfiU  in  his  native 
country,  according  to  its  laws,  should  continue,  and  that  the  said  State 
should  consequently  not  try  to  prevent  naturalized  American  citizens 
from  being  required  to  fulfill  those  obligations  at  their  voluntary  return 
to  their  native  country. 

Consequently,  the  proceedings  of  the  Hanoverian  authorities  against 
said  Christian  Ernst  are  quite  legal,  and  the  demand  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  liwrate  said  Ernst  from  the  military 
aervioe  might,  according  to  the  state  of  things,  be  considered  as  an 
encroachment  upon  the  internal  affairs  of  the  Hanoverian  govern- 
ment, a  supposition  against  which  the  said  dispatch  itself  protests. 

Nevertheless,  the  royal  Hanoverian  government,  anxious  to  show 
the  greatest  possible  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  a  friendly  power 
united  by  so  many  ties  with  Hanover,  is  most  ready  to  come  to  an 
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agreement  with  the  government  of  the  United  States  for  the  purpose 
01  preventing  the  frequent  complications  of  a  similar  nature.  Should 
the  royal  government,  as  done  before,  render  the  liberation  from  the 
military  service  dependent  on  his  finding  a  substitute,  such  a  course 
would  be  equivalent  to  a  refusal  to  pardon,  since  the  price  of  substi- 
tutes in  the  present  unsettled  political  state  of  things  has  reached  such 
a  height  as  to  bring  such  a  sum  without  the  reach  of  said  Ernst.  Tbe 
royal  Hanoverian  government,  therefore,  does  not  hesitate  to  remit  at 
once  the  penalty  incurred  by  said  Ernst,  by  qranting  him  a  full  pardon, 
and  to  cause  him  to  be  dismissed  from  the  military  service.  The  neces- 
sary measures  have  been  taken  for  that  purpose. 

The  recurrence,  however,  of  similar  conflicts  can  only  be  prevented 
by  the  government  of  the  United  States  renouncing  to  its  own  views 
on  the  subject,  which  do  not  agree  with  international  relations,  or  by 
arriving  at  a  certain  agreement,  the  above  representation  offering  cer- 
tain openings  which  it  must  be  left  to  the  initiative  of  the  government 
of  the  United  States  to  make  the  proper  use  of. 

Finally,  concerning  the  pretendea  ill  treatment  of  said  Ernst,  the 
explanations  required  from  the  various  authorities  have  not  yet  en- 
tirely come  in ;  as  far,  however,  as  they  go,  it  appears  that  all  the 
Eroceedings  against  said  Ernst  have  been  entirely  legal,  and  that  said 
Irnst  has  no  reason  to  complain  of  an  unfair  treatment. 

The  undersigned  having  the  honor  to  deliver,  most  respectfully,  the 
present  communication  to  his  excellency  the  minister,  Mr.  Wright, 
avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  of  renewing  to  his  excellency  the 
assurance  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

The  Hanoverian  charge  d'affaires : 

W.  REITZENSTEIN. 


Mr.  Wright  to  Mr,  Cass. 


No.  93.]  Unitbd  States  Legation, 

Berlin,  August  31,  1859. 

Sir:  The  promised  reply  of  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  Han- 
over, on  the  subject  of  the  treatment,  arrest,  and  satisfaction  to  Mr. 
Ernst,  has  not  come  to  hand. 

I  have  written  to  Mr.  Ernst  for  information,  and  received  no  reply. 

As  the  dispatch  from  the  Hanoverian  government  surrendering  Mr, 
Ernst  alludes  to  the  settlement  of  this  vexed  question,  and  says  the 
initiative  must  come  from  the  United  States,  I  would  respectfully 
suggest  to  the  consideration  of  the  President  the  following  proposi- 
tions : 

1.  The  abandonment  of  all  military  service  where  their  subjects 
have  been  absent  for  five  years  from  the  land  of  their  birth,  and  have 
become  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

2.  The  suspension  of  all  judicial  proceedings  against  those  residing 
in  the  United  States  for  any  neglect  of  military  duty. 

3.  No  citizen  of  the  United  States  to  be  ordered  out  of  the  country 
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without  personal  notice  and  trial  in  a  court  of  record,  with  the  right 
of  appeal  to  the  highest  tribunals  of  the  land. 

4.  Total  exemption  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  residing  in  Han- 
over, Prussia,  &c.,  from  liability  to  support  in  any  manner  soldiers, 
ofiBcers,  and  those  connected  with  the  military  service  of  the  country. 

I  hope  by  next  mail  to  send  the  department  a  copy  of  my  reply  to 
the  Hanoverian  minister  on  the  subject  of  the  satisfaction  due  Mr. 
Ernst,  &c. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  A.  WRIGHT. 

Hon.  Lbwis  Cass,  Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Cass  to  Mr.  Wright. 


No.  23.]  Department  op  State, 

Wdshingtoriy  September  15,  1859. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
of  August  24,  1854,  (No.  92,)  announcing  the  discharge  of  Christian 
Ernst. 

The  President  has  received  this  intelligence  with  great  satisfaction, 
and  approves  the  promptitude  and  energy  with  which  you  presented 
the  case  for  the  consideration  of  the  Hanoverian  government.  While 
he  appreciates,  also,  the  comity  and  good  will  towards  the  United 
States,  which  were  manifested  in  the  pardon  and  discharge  of  Ernst, 
and  are  expressed  in  the  communication  of  Baron  Reitzenstein,  he 
regrets  that  the  views  of  the  government  of  Hanover  on  the  suhject  of 
expatriation  are  not  more  folly  in  accordance  with  those  of  this  gov- 
eroment.  It  is  hoped  that  upon  a  further  consideration  of  the  subject, 
it  may  be  led  so  far  to  modify  its  present  opinions,  as  to  prevent  any 
fiiture  disagreement  between  the  two  governments  in  respect  to  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  American  citizens. 

In  reference  to  the  arrest  and  treatment  of  Mr.  Ernst,  as  soon  as 
you  shall  have  transmitted  to  the  department  the  forther  information 
which  you  anticipate,  such  additional  instructions  will  be  sent  to  you 
as  the  case  may  seem  to  require. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 

Joseph  A.  Wright,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cfcc,  cfcc,  Berlin. 


Mr.  Cass  to  Mr.  Wright. 


No.  26.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington y  December  9,  1859. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch,  dated  October  12,  announcing  the  closing  rf 
your  correspondence  with  the  Hanoverian  government  has  been  received 
at  the  department,  and  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  yo\tt 
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course  in  this  matter  is  fully  approved.  And  I  have  to  express  equal 
gratification  at  the  manner  in  \vhich  you  have  urged  upon  the  Prussian 
government  our  views  respecting  the  rights  of  American  citizens,  and 
am  confident  you  will  lose  no  proper  opportunity  to  impress  upon  it 
the  importance  which  the  United  States  attach^  to  this  matter,  and 
their  firm  persuasion  that  the  Prussian  government  will  afibrd  to  their 
citizens,  while  in  Prussia,  the  protection  to  which  we  maintain  they 
are  entitled,  as  well  by  the  law  of  nations  as  by  treaty  stipulations. 
In  this  view  of  the  subject,  any  additional  treaty  with  reference  to  it, 
seems  by  no  means  indispensable,  since  what  we  claim  for  our  natu- 
ralized citizens  is  not  a  concession  on  the  part  of  Prussia,  but  only  the 
recognition  of  their  unquestionable  rights.  The  principles  we  main- 
tain, and  the  rights  which  they  insure,  are  clearly  laid  down  in  your 
instructions,  and  need  not  be  recapitulated.  We  trust  they  will  be 
recognized,  and  faithfully  observed  by  Prussia,  and  that  no  case  in 
violation  of  them  will  be  permitted  to  arise  hereafter  within  the  Prussian 
territories. 

I  have  not  failed  to  observe  the  suggestion  of  the  Hanoverian  mim's- 
ter,  reported  in  your  No.  93,  that  in  the  settlement  of  this  vexed  ques- 
tion of  military  service  the  initiative  must  come  from  the  United  Sta.te8 ; 
and  your  own  views  of  what  might  well  be  proposed  as  the  basis  of 
negotiation,  if  this  initiative  should  be  undertaken,  have  also  been  con- 
sidered. It  is  hoped,  however,  that  after  the  full  deliberation  which 
recent  events  have  naturally  led  the  German  powers  to  bestow  on  this, 
it  can  no  longer  be  regarded  as  a  ''vexed  question,*'  but  that  practi- 
cally, at  least,  it  will  cease  to  disturb  in  any  way  our  relations  with 
those  powers.  As  I  have  already  said,  the  claim  which  we  urge  in 
behalf  of  our  naturalized  fellow-citizens,  is  a  claim  not  of  favor  but  of 
right,  and  except  for  the  regulation  of  details  or  modes  of  proceeding 
it  is  not  perceived  that  anything  more  is  necessary  than  that  these  cit- 
izens when  they  visit  Germany,  should  be  allowed  to  remain  there 
without  hindrance  and  depart  in  peace.  The  question  raised  in  your 
first  proposition  of  the  length  of  time  they  may  have  been  absent  from 
the  land  of  their  birth,  does  not  appear  to  this  department  to  have  any 
important  bearing  upon  the  status  which  they  are  entitled  to  occupy 
after  their  temporary  return.  If  they  arc  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
they  are  entitled  to  all  the  rights  of  citizens,  whether  they  have  been 
absent  ten  years,  or  five  years,  or  one  year.  And  if  they  have  thus 
become  citizens  of  this  country,  it  is  difficult  to  understand  why  any 
special  exemption  should  be  claimed  for  them  in  respect  to  judicial 
proceedings,  as  mentioned  in  your  proposition  No.  2.  The  liability  of 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States  before  the  courts  of  Hanover  cannot  de- 
pend upon  the  question  whether  he  is  a  native  or  naturalized  citizen, 
out  upon  the  question  only  whether  he  has  committed  any  offense 
against  Hanoverian  law.  Expatiation,  as  you  have  been  already  in- 
fitructed  is  no  such  offense,  and  we  cannot  permit  an  unreasonable  dis- 
tinction to  be  made  between  different  classes  of  our  citizens. 

Your  third  and  fourth  propositions  are  not  necessarily  connected  with 
this  subject.  It  is  certainly  desirable,  however,  that  no  American 
citizen  should  be  ordered  out  of  a  German  State,  without  the  notice 
and  trial  to  which  you  refer ;  and  should  this  be  done,  without  good 
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cause  to  justify  the  summary  proceedings  it  might  well  be  regarded  aa 
an  unfriendly  act.  Our  existing  treaty  with  Hanover,  you  are  aware, 
permits  the  free  residence  of  our  citizens  there,  and  grants  them  free 
access  to  the  judicial  tribunals.  It  is  quite  possible  that  these  prir- 
ileges  may  be  extended  with  advantage,  and  if  so,  the  opportunity 
should  not  be  lost.  The  trial  of  German  citizens  in  this  country  is 
always  public,  and  such  should  be  the  trial  of  our  citizens  in  Germany. 
We  should  be  glad,  also,  to  secure  for  them  a  right  of  appeal.  Of 
course  we  have  no  disposition  to  interfere  with  the  domestic  affairs  of 
other  States,  or  to  dictate  to  them  their  modes  of  judicial  proceeding. 
A  friendly  representation,  however,  on  this  subject,  cannot  be  regarded 
as  in  any  way  objectionable,  and  may  avoid  unpleasant  complications 
hereafter.  Whenever  one  of  our  citizens  is  secretly  tried  and  punished, 
the  preceding  necessarily  creates  complaint,  and  always  requires  expla- 
nation. It  IS  better  to  avoid  the  opportunity  of  complaint  by  avoiding 
the  secrecy  which  leads  to  it. 

In  respect  to  your  fourth  proposition  for  the  *' total  exemption  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  residing  in  Hanover  and  rrussia, 
from  liability  to  support  in  any  manner  soldiers,  officers,  and  those 
connected  with  the  military  service  of  the  country,"  I  do  not  under- 
stand precisely  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  existing  obligations  to 
which  you  refer ;  and  before  instructing  you  on  this  subject  I  shall  be 
glad  to  hear  from  you  again.  Certainly  the  relinquishment  of  any 
tax  imposed  upon  our  citizens  in  Germany  would  be  highly  acceptable 
to  this  government ;  but  we  do  not  wish  to  urge  such  an  exemption  to 
the  extent  of  an  interference  with  the  just  rights  of  the  German  States. 
We  would,  of  course,  ask  nothing  from  other  governments  in  behalf 
of  our  citizens,  which  we  would  not  be  willing,  in  like  cases,  to  con- 
cede to  them. 

Having  thus  placed  you  fully  in  possession  of  the  views  of  your  gov- 
ernment, I  have  only  to  repeat  the  instruction  already  given  you,  to 
urge  them,  by  all  proper  means,  upon  those  governments  with  whose 
representatives  you  may  be  brought  in  connection  at  Berlin.  In  this 
way,  it  is  hoped  that  such  a  friendly  understanding  may  be  reached 
on  this  whole  subject  as  will  make  it  impossible  for  any  new  case  to 
arise,  in  reference  to  it,  requiring  the  intervention  of  this  government. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 

Joseph  A.  Wright,  Esq.,  cfcc,  dc,  Berlin. 


Mr.  Cass  to  Mr,  Wright. 


No.  27.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtoriy  December  17,  1859. 

Sir  :  Herewith  I  transmit  the  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  18th  October,  ad- 
dressed to  this  department  by  Isidor  Dandson,  a  resident  of  California, 
in  relation  to  the  enforced  military  service  now  being  performed  in 
Prussia  by  his  brother,  Simon  Dandson,  whom  he  represents  to  be  c^ 
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citizen  of  the  United  States.  You  will  investigate  the  circumstances 
connected  with  this  case,  and  take  such  measures  as,  under  the  in- 
structions already  given  you  by  the  department  respecting  similar 
cases,  you  shall  think  proper,  should  the  representations  of  Mr.  Dand- 
son  prove  to  be  correct. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 
Joseph  A.  Wright,  Esq., 

cfec.,  cfec,  dc.y  Berlin. 


Mr.  Wright  to  Mr.  Cass. 

[Extract.] 


No.  119.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  March  7,  1860. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  copies  of  the  correspond- 
ence with  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  in  the  case  of  Darnston,  or 
Dandson,  or  Davidson,  mentioned  in  your  dispatch  No.  27,  dated  De- 
cember 19,  1859.  It  appears  that  he,  Davidson,  was  discharged  from 
military  service  long  since.  His  conduct  is  in  keeping  with  that  of  a 
great  many  other  naturalized  citizens.  It  seems  that  he  exhibited  no 
passport,  and  did  not  state  to  any  person  that  he  was  an  American 

citizen. 

♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  # 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  A.  WRIGHT. 
Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Wright  to  Baron  de  ScJdeinitz. 

Legation  of  the  Untied  States, 

Berlin,  January  17,  1860. 

Monsieur  lb  Baron  :  A  dispatch  from  my  government,  just  received, 
incloses  the  complaint  of  Isidor  D.,  that  his  brother,  Simon  Darntson, 
(or  Dandson,)  formerly  a  subject  of  his  majesty  the  King  of  Prussia, 
out  now  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  left  the  State  of  California,  one 
of  the  United  States,  to  visit  his  parents,  in  Prussia,  on  the  20th  of 
September,  1858,  with  a  passport  from  the  government  of  the  United 
States  ;  and  that  upon  his  reaching  Prussia,  he  has  been  forced  to  do 
military  service  in  one  of  the  regiments  of  its  army  stationed  at 
Grandenz.  As  such  complaints  of  wrong  annoy  the  government  of 
the  United  States  greatly,  I  have  to  pray  your  excellency  to  have  this 
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complaint  investigated  immediately,  and  to  commnnicate  to  me  the 
lesult  as  soon  as  possible. 

Your  excellency  will  please  permit  me  to  renew  assurances  of  my 
distinguished  consideration. 

J.  A.  WRIGHT. 
His  Excellency  the  Baron  de  Schlkinitz, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs ^  dtc. 


[Translation.] 

Baron  Von  Schleinitz  to  Mr.  Wright. 

Berlin,  March  3,  I860. 

Sir:  I  made  it  my  duty,  on  the  reception  of  your  letter  of  the  17th 
January  last,  to  inform  the  minister  of  war  of  the  reclamation  of  Mr. 
Isidor  Darnston,  or  Dandson,  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  com- 
plains that  his  brother  Simon,  on  the  occasion  of  a  visit  made  to  his 
parents,  in  Prussia,  was  compelled  to  enter  the  ranks  of  the  army. 

I  send  you  the  result  of  a  report  which  General  de  Boon  demanded 
upon  this  subject  from  the  competent  military  authority.  Simon 
Darntson,  or  Dandson,  is  apparently  the  same  who  figures  in  the  list 
of  young  people  of  the  circle  of  Strasburg  for  the  year  1852,  under  the 
name  of  Simon  Davidson.  This  individual^  born  6th  May,  1831,  at 
Strasburg,  where  his  parents  still  live,  is  undoubtedly  a  Prussian  by 
origin.  The  2d  July,  1852,  the  provincial  councilor  of  the  circle 
caused  a  passport  to  be  issued  to  him,  avaiUMefor  one  year^  which 
authorized  him  to  go  to  America,  for  which,  in  effect,  he  placed  him- 
self en  route  in  the  month  of  March,  1853.  Simon  Davidson  only 
returned  to  his  native  country  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1858.  Not 
having  obtained,  meantime,  a  permit  of  emigration,  and  not  having 
been  able  to  obtain  one,  because  he  had  not  yet  satisfied  his  military 
duties,  he  was  first  enrolled  in  a  battalion  of  the  third  brigade  of  infantry, 
and  on  the  11th  August,  1859,  in  the  third  battalion  of  the  fourth 
regiment  of  the  landwehr,  in  garrison  at  Grandenz.  Soon  found  to  be 
unfit  for  military  service,  he  was  set  at  large  22d  November  last,  and 
since  then  has  settled  at  Thorn. 

You  will  convince  yourself  by  this  expos6,  sir,  that  the  proceedings 
taken  in  regard  to  the  said  Simon  Davidson  have  been  in  strict  con- 
formity to  law.  For  the  rest,  this  person  has  never  pretended,  at  any 
examination  he  has  undergone  since  his  return  to  Prussia,  that  he  was 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  provided  with  an  American  passport. 

Accept,  sir,  I  pray  you,  the  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

SCHLEINITZ. 

Mr.  Wright,  cfec,  {fee.,  dc. 
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PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


COMMVNIGATDrQ, 


In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate^  aU  correspondence  not 
heretofore  called  for^  relating  to  the  claim  of  any  foreign  government 
to  ike  military  services  ofna^ralized  American  citizens. 


Apeil»  17»  1860. — Read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolation  of  the  Senate  of  the  4th  instant, 
requesting  information  not  heretofore  called  for  relating  to  the  claim 
of  any  foreign  government  to  the  military  services  of  naturalized 
American  citizens,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secret>ary  of  State  and 
the  documents  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

JAMES  BUCHANAN. 

WAsmNGTOK,  JprU  16,  1860. 


Departicent  of  State,  Washingtonj  AprU  16^  1860. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  4th  instant,  requesting  the  President,  '^if,  in  his  opin- 
ion, not  inconsistent  with  the  public  interest,  to  furnish  to  the  Senate 
copies  of  all  correspondence  not  heretofore  called  for  relating  to  the 
claim  of  any  foreign  government  to  the  military  services  of  naturalized 
American  citizens,''  has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  President  a  copy 
of  the  papers  specified  in  the  subjoined  list. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

LEWIS  CASS. 

The  PREBIDEIiT. 


List  of  accompanying  documents. 

Mr.  Bancroft  to  Mr.  Buchanan,  8th  December,  1848,  withindiosures. 
Same  to  same,  12th  January,  1849—- extracts. 
Same  to  same,  26th  January,  1849— extract^-with  inclosure. 
Mr.  Bancroft  to  Mr.  Clayton,  2l8t  August,  1849,  with  inclosure. 
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Mr.  Bromberg  to  Mr.  Clayton,  25th  June,  1850 — extract — with 
inclosures. 

Same  to  same,  2d  July,  1850 — extract. 

Mr.  Hodge  to  Mr.  Everett,  16th  November,  1852 — extract — with 
inclosures. 

Same  to  same,  22d  November,  1852^-extract8 — ^with  inclosures. 

Same  to  same,  31st  December,  1852— extract. 

Mr.  Everett  to  Mr.  Hodge,  3d  March,  1853^xtract. 

Mr.  Hodge  to  Mr.  Marcy,  12th  April,  1853— extract. 

Mr.  Marcy  to  Mr.  Campbell,  8th  September,  1854. 

Mr.  Schleiden  to  Mr.  Cass,  23d  October,  1858. 

Mr.  Appleton  to  Mr.  Ten  Brook,  12th  March,  1859. 

Mr.  Schleiden  to  Mr.  Cass,  16th  March,  1859. 

Mr.  Cass  to  Mr.  Schleiden,  9th  April,  1859. 

Mr.  Ten  Brook  to  Mr.  Appleton,  18th  April,  1869. 

Mr.  Cass  to  Mr.  Mason,  27th  June,  1859. 

Mr.  Mason  to  Mr.  Cass,  2d  August,  1859,  with  inclosure. 

Mr.  Buchanan  to  Mr.  Cass,  24tn  September,  1859,  with  inclosures. 

Same  to  same,  30th  September,  1859,  with  inclosures. 

Mr.  Appleton  to  Mr.  Ten  Brook,  4th  October,  1859. 

Mr.  Buchanan  to  Mr.  Cass,  7th  October,  1859. 

Mr.  Cass  to  Mr.  Buchanan,  21st  October,  1859. 

Mr.  Buchanan  to  Mr.  Cass,  30th  October,  1859,  with  inclosures. 

Mr.  Schleiden  to  Mr.  Cass,  28th  November,  1859. 

Mr.  Calhoun  to  Mr.  Cass,  6th  December,  1859,  with  inclosure. 

Mr.  Cass  to  Mr.  Calhoun,  31fit  December,  1859. 

Mr.  Bicker  to  Mr.  Cass,  4th  January,  1860— extract — with  inclosures. 

Mr.  Doering  to  Mr.  Appleton,  12th  January,  1860 — extract. 

Mr.  Bicker  to  Mr.  Cass,  19th  January,  1860— extract — with  in- 
closure. 

Mr.  Cass  to  Mr.  Schleiden,  26th  January,  1860. 

Mr.  Cass  to  Mr.  Buchanan,  4th  February,  1860. 

Mr.  Bicker  to  Mr.  Cass,  14th  February,  1860 — extract — with  in- 
closure. 

Mr.  Helm  to  Mr.  Cass,  22d  February,  1860,  with  inclosures. 

Mr.  Cass  to  Mr.  Helm,  3d  March,  1860. 

Mr.  Helm  to  Mr.  Cass,  28th  February,  1860,  with  inclosures. 

Mr.  Appleton  to  Mr.  Helm,  8th  March,  1860. 

Mr.  Bicker  to  Mr.  Cass,  23d  February,  1860. 

Mr.  Buchanan  to  Mr.  Cass,  26th  February,  1860 — extract. 

Same  to  same,  29th  February,  1860 — extract. 

Mr.  Cass  to  Mr.  Preston,  1st  March,  1860. 

Mr.  Cass  to  Mr.  Ten  Brook,  7th  March,  1860,  with  inclosure. 

Mr.  Cass  to  Mr.  Preston,  8th  March,  1860. 

Mr.  Bicker  to  Mr.  Cass,  9th  March,  1860. 

Mr.  Appleton  to  Mr.  Ten  Brook,  18th  March,  1860. 

Mr.  Cass  to  Mr.  Wright,  30th  March,  1860. 

Mr.  Appleton  to  Mr.  Bicker,  5th  April,  1860. 
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Mr.  Bancivft  to  Mr,  Buchanan. 

No.  105.]  American  Legation, 

London^  December  8,  1848. 

Sir:  I  have  this  day  received  a  note  from  Lord  Palmerston,  inform- 
ing me  officially  of  the  liberation  of  Messrs.  Bergen  and  Byan,  and 
inclosing  a  communication  from  Sir  William  Somerville  on  their  arrest 
\    and  liberation.     I  inclose  copies  of  these  papers,  which  appear  to  me 
I     to  require  no  further  attention. 

I  remain^  sincerely  yours, 

GEORGE  BANCEOFT. 
James  Buchanan,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  State. 

Note. — For  the  previous  correspondence  on  this  part  of  the  subject 
see  Ex.  Doc.  No.  19,  second  session.  Thirtieth  Congress. 


Foreign  Office,  December  7,  1848. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  referred  to  Sir  George 
Orey,  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for  the  home  department,  the 
observations  contained  in  the  letter  which  you  addressed  to  me  on  the 
10th  ultimo,  in  reply  to  my  note  of  the  30th  of  September,  respecting 
the  imprisonment  in  Dublin  of  Mr.  James  Bergen  and  Mr.  Kichara 
Byan,  and  respecting  the  orders  which  were  issued  in  August  last  to 
the  Irish  police,  with  reference  to  persons  arriving  in  Ireland  from 
America. 

I  now  beg  leave  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  statement  upon  those 
matters,  which  Sir  George  Grey  has  received  from  the  government  in 
Ireland,  containing  a  further  explanatioil  of  the  grounds  upon  which 
the  Irish  government  found  it  necessary  to  order  the  adoption  of  those 
measures  of  precaution. 

You  will,  however,  learn  from  the  inclosed  statement  that  the  Irish 

S^vemment  had  given  directions  for  the  liberation  of  Mr.  Bergen  and 
r.  Byan. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

PALMERSTON. 
George  Bancroft,  Esq.,  (£c.,  Ac.j  dc. 


Dublin  Castlb,  November  28,  1848. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  lords  justices  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  with  its  inclosures,  relative  to  the 
arrest  in  Ireland  of  certain  persons  coming  from  America;  and  I  am 
desired  by  their  excellencies  to  state,  for  the  information  of  Secretary 
Sir  George  Grey,  that  the  reply  of  Mr.  Bancroft  to  Lord  Palmerston's 
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letter  of  the  30th  of  September  complains  of  the  detention  without  trial 
in  this  country  of  Mr.  James  Bergen  and  Mr.  B.  F.  Byan,  stated  to 
be  American  citizens ;  and  also,  of  a  certain  order,  issued  in  the  month 
of  August  last,  with  reference  to  natives  of  America  visiting  Ireland. 

With  reference  to  the  first-named  gentleman,  the  American  minister 
states  it  to  be  the  opinion  of  persons  on  whose  integrity  he  can  rely, 
and  who  had  good  opportunity  for  observation,  that  Mr.  Bergen  was 
not  a  political  a^ent.  It  has  been  already  stated,  in  a  former  letter  of 
the  19th  September,  that  the  lord  lieutenant  had  reason  to  come  to  a 
different  conclusion. 

As  regards  Mr.  B.  F.  Byan,  it  will  be  observed  that  Mr.  Bancroft 
does  not  convey  any  similar  assurance. 

With  respect,  however,  to  the  detention  of  these  gentlemen,  although 
the  act  of  last  session  applying  to  aliens  may  be  naturally  appealed  to 
bv  Mr.  Bancroft,  who  regards  the  gentlemen  referred  to  as  American 
citizens,  and  owing  allegiance  to  the  United  States  alone,  yet  the 
lords  justices  must  observe  that  it  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  the  11 
Victoria,  cap.  20,  alone  of  the  two  exceptional  acts  of  the  last  session 
refers  to  aliens  ;  persons  who  are  charged  in  this  country  with  being 
suspected  of  treasonable  practices  may,  whether  aliens  or  not,  be  de- 
tained under  the  habeas  corpus  suspension  act  without  trial  or  bail  until 
the  privy  council  may  make  an  oraer  to  that  effect ;  and  the  treasonable 
acts  of  those  parties,  if  really  such,  may  be  charged  against  them, 
whether  committed  within  the  realms  of  her  Majesty  or  without;  and 
the  riffht  to  arrest  and  detain  persons  suspected  of  high  treason  or  trea- 
sonable practices,  whether  aliens  or  not,  and  detaining  them  under  the 
provisions  of  11  Victoria,  cap.  35,  cannot,  it  is  presumed,  be  legiti- 
mately questioned. 

But,  supposing  Mr.  Ber^n  not  to  have  committed  a  crime  in  uttering 
his  opinions  on  Irish  affairs  in  America,  yet,  when  he  proclaims  not 
only  nis  hostility  to  the  British  government,  but  his  intentions  to  act 
offensively  a^i/st  it  in  Ireland,  Ind  actual}^  arriyes  in  Ireland  as  soon 
as  possible  atter  the  announcement  of  his  intentions,  the  government 
would  indeed  have  been  unmindful  of  its  duty  and  indifferent  to  the 
public  tranquillity,  seriously  threatened  at  that  time^  if  it  acted  upon 
the  presumption  that  Mr.  Bergen  was  merely  a  braggart,  and  that  he 
had  come  all  the  way  from  the  United  States  to  Dublin  to  improve  his 
means  in  paternal  solicitude  for  his  family.  His  discreet  conduct  on 
board  the  ship,  and  his  abstinence  from  public  meetings  when  he  arrived 
in  Ireland,  were  precisely  what  was  to  be  expected  from  one  fit  to  per- 
form the  particular  duties  for  which  he  had  been  selected. 

Mr.  R.  F.  Ryan  arrived  in  Ireland  notoriously  for  the  purpose  of 
aiding  in  a  revolution  which  was  to  overthrow  her  Majesty's  authority 
and  dominion  in  this  part  of  the  United  Kingdom.  He  visited  the 
residence  of  one  of  the  leading  rebels  in  arms  against  the  sovereign, 
(Mr.  Doheny,)  who  is  now  a  refugee  in  France.  He  was  arrested  on 
auspicion  of  treasonable  practices,  and  papers  found  in  his  possession 
abundantly  proved  that  the  accusation  was  well  foundea.  He  is 
known  to  be  a  native  of  this  country,  and  it  would  indeed  be  a  strange 
perversion  of  the  accepted  law  of  nations  if  a  subject  of  her  Majesty, 
born  in  Ireland,  and  living  in  his  native  country,  could  go  to  the 
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United  States,  be  admitted  a  citizen  there,  return  to  Ireland^,  use  his 
utmost  efforts  to  promote  rebellion  and  overthrow  the  government, 
and  then  claim  immunity  from  the  British  laws  against  which  he  had 
offended,  on  the  ground  that  he  owed  allegiance  to  the  United  States 
alone.  The  government  of  the  United  States  is  even  more  interested 
than  that  of  her  Majesty  in  protesting  against  such  a  doctrine,  because 
the  facility  with  which  the  rights  of  citizenship  are  there  obtained 
would  be  little  else  than  protection  to  every  foreign  malefactor,  and 
might  thus  cause  the  United  States  to  be  viewed  as  the  enemy  and  the 
disturber  of  every  other  country. 

With  respect  to  the  order  issued  in  August  last,  it  is  to  be  observed 
that  the  plan  publicly  announced  in  America  for  promoting  civil  war 
in  Ireland  was,  that  American  citizens,  as  they  were  stylea,  but  who 
were  at  the  same  time  Irishmen  recently  arrived  in  the  United  States, 
should  go  over  in  parties  of  twenty  and  thirty,  and  that  each  should 
repair  to  the  locality  with  which  he  was  acquainted  and  endeavor  to 
excite  the  people  with  promises  of  active  support  from  the  United 
States — ^promises  which  tne  meetings,  the  speeches,  and  the  subscrip- 
tions throughout  the  United  States  fully  justified  these  emissaries  in 
giving  and  the  ignorant  people  of  Ireland  in  believing. 

No  attention  was  at  first  paid  to  these  threats  by  the  Irish  govern- 
ment ;  but  when  information  was  received  from  America  that  persons 
were  about  to  embark  at  New  York  on  this  mission,  when  they  actu- 
ally arrived  in  Liverpool,  and  subsequently  in  Ireland,  where  they  lost 
not  a  moment  at  the  port  of  disembarkation,  but  spread  themselves 
over  the  country  for  the  very  objects  that  had  been  previously  an- 
nounced, it  became  the  duty  of  the  government  to  take  precautions  for 
the  public  tranquillity,  and  persons  coming  from  America  were,  there- 
fore, ordered  to  be  arrested  and  detained  for  further  examination,  until 
a  communication  had  been  made  to  the  government.  This  order  only 
called  upon  the  authorities  to  be  vigilant  in  the  execution  of  the  law 
in  regard  to  persons  coming  from  that  country,  where  a  conspiracy 
against  the  Queen's  authority  was  openly  carried  on;  audit  was  in 
fact  fully  justified  by  the  50  Geo.  Ill,  cap.  102,  sec.  7,  under  which 
strangers,  whether  subjects  of  her  Majesty  or  otherwise,  may  be  arrested 
and  detained  in  any  district.  Any  unreasonable  detention  of  parties 
so  arrested,  whether  American  or  Sritish  subjects,  would  not  be  justi- 
fiable ;  and  their  excellencies  are  not  aware  of  such  having  taken  place. 
It  was  a  matter  of  sincere  regret  to  the  Irish  government  that  the 
stringent  enforcement  of  this  law,  (at  a  moment  when  a  general  insur- 
rection appeared  imminent,)  should  have  subjected  some  American 
gentlemen  to  inconvenience.  The  circumstances  were  fully  explained, 
and  this  regret  expressed  by  Mr.  Bedington  in  the  only  instance  where 
grounds  for  complaint  existed. 

The  gentlemen  were  also  relieved  from  arrest  immediately  on  the 
facts  being  brought  under  notice,  and  before  twenty-four  hours  had 
elapsed,  though  the  detention  had  taken  place  upwards  of  eighty  miles 
from  the  seat  of  government. 

The  lords  justices  feel  satisfied  that  her  Majesty's  government  would 
be  far  from  complaining  that  freedom  of  speech,  in  private  and  in 
public,  should  be  protected  in  the  United  States.  It  is  so  in  the  United 


158  COMPULSORY  ENLISTMENT 

Kingdom,  where,  as  in  the  United  States,  sympathy  with  any  political 
movement  in  a  foreign  land  is  no  offense ;  but,  with  reference  to  Mr. 
Bancroft's  allusion  to  Poland,  it  may  be  observed  that,  if  tumultuous 
assemblages  of  Poles  were  suddenly  to  take  place  in  every  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom  upon  the  occasion  of  an  anticipated  rebellion  in 
Prussia,  Austria,  or  Russia ;  if  English  subjects  had  taken  an  active 
part  at  such  meetings ;  if  the  most  unmeasured  abuse  and  the  foulest 
calumnies  against  any  of  those  governments  had  been  there  put  forth, 
and  received  with  enthusiasm ;  if  large  subscriptions  had  been  obtained ; 
if  plans  had  been  announced  and  organized,  and  partly  carried  into 
execution,  for  promoting  rebellion,  and  had  only  been  stopped  by  its 
suppression ;  and  if,  during  all  that  time  the  British  government  had 
neitner  manifested  its  disapprobation  nor  its  inclination  to  interfere,  it 
is  much  to  be  doubted  whether,  as  Mr.  Bancroft  supposes,  it«  friendly 
relations  with  the  powers  in  question  would  not  have  been  in  danger 
of  serious  interruption. 

It  is  perfectly  true,  as  Mr.  Bancroft  observes,  that  ''all  human  affairs 
come  before  the  tribunal  of  public  opinion,  and  the  formation  or  ex- 
pression of  a  judgment  by  the  public  opinion  of  a  people  is  not  an  act 
of  hostility;"  but  experience  shows  that  it  is  impossible  to  submit  the 
feelings  of  governments,  or  the  interests  of  nations,  to  the  rigid  guid- 
ance of  axioms;  and,  if  when  the  United  States  declared  war  upon 
Mexico  the  lively  sympathies  of  the  British  people  had  been  manifested 
in  favor  of  the  latter  country ;  if  meetings  had  been  held  at  which  the 
conduct  of  the  American  government  had  been  denounced  in  the  vilest 
terms  of  reprobation ;  if  immense  subscriptions  had  been  collected ;  if 
men  and  arms  had  been  promised  to  the  Mexicans;  and,  if  privateers 
had  been  fitted  out  against  American  merchantmen,  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  the  American  government  would  hardly  have  regarded  this  as  the 
formation  or  expression  of  public  opinion,  nor  would  they  have  refrained 
from  remonstrating  upon  it  with  the  British  government ;  while  the 
natural  feelings  of  hostility  it  must  have  engendered  in  the  minds  of 
the  American  people  would  have  led  to  the  interruption  of  friendly 
relations  between  the  two  countries. 

If  demonstrations  of  this  kind  had  occurred,  it  must  be  frankly  ad- 
mitted that  the  American  government  would  have  been  justified  in 
their  remonstrance,  and  in  intimating  that  such  a  state  of  things  was 
not  ''  compatible  with  a  continuance  of  friendly  relations  between  the 
two  governments." 

As  far  as  the  Irish  government  is  concerned,  it  would  not  appear 
conducive  to  any  good  end  further  to  protract  this  discussion,  heartily 
agreeing,  as  the  lords  justices  do,  with  Mr.  Bancroft,  that  the  judg- 
ment, the  interests,  ana  the  well-considered  policy  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, as  well  as  their  ratified  treaties,  guaranty  the  maintenance  of 
their  friendly  relations;  and,  in  conclusion,  Mr.  Bancroft  may  be  in- 
formed that  the  Irish  government,  in  the  exercise  of  the  extraordinary 
power  confided  to  them  by  Parliament,  have  been  guided  by  a  spirit 
of  moderation,  both  as  respects  British  subjects  and  foreigners,  who 
have  sought  to  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  the  United  Kingdom;  and 
as  it  appeared  that  the  release  of  Messrs.  Bergen  and  Ryan  would  not 
now  be  dangerous  to  the  public  peace,  it  had  been  determined  to  take 
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measures  for  their  liberation  even  before  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Bancroft's 
note,  in  Dublin,  where  it  had  been  transmitted  for  the  observations  of 
their  excellencies. 

I  have,  &c., 

WM.  M.  SOMERVILLE. 
G.  CoRNBWALL  Lewis,  Esq.,  {fie,  (fie.,  dc. 


Mr.  Baiwroft  to  Mr,  Buchanan. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  112.]  United  States  Legation, 

Londony  January  12, 1849. 

g  j^  •  4e  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

I  have  received  your  dispatch  No.  44,  of  18th  December,  directing 
me  to  enter  a  protest  against  the  orders  of  the  police  department  in 
Ireland,  of  August  last.  It  would  be  somewhat  late  to  do  it  now. 
The  orders  have  long  since  been  inoperative,  and  the  laws  under  which 
they  were  issued  are  already  a  dead  letter,  and  will  expire  in  a  few 
weeks.  But  happily,  knowing  well  what  the  President's  views  must 
be,  I  protested  at  the  time ;  protested  continuously ;  protested  formally, 
in  a  note  to  Lord  Palmerston  of  10th  of  November,  of  which  I  fear  the 
full  significance  has  escaped  the  President's  attention,  (for  otherwise  I 
trust  he  must  have  directed  an  unqualified  approval  of  it,)  and  re- 
peated my  protests  in  every  one  of  many  interviews  with  different 
branches  of  the  government,  till  the  arrests  ceased.  Apologies  were 
offered  for  the  arrest  of  those  against  whom  no  grounds  of  suspicion 
existed;  and  the  release  from  prison  was  effected,  even  of  those  of  our 
citizens,  whether  native  or  adopted,  against  whom  it  was  pretended 

suspicions  existed. 

♦  ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

After  turning  over  many  books,  both  of  American  and  English 
jurists,  and  ancient  and  recent  writers  on  public  law,  and  considering 
the  beieiring  of  many  British  statutes,  and  particularly  investigating 
the  usages  of  the  continental  powers,  I  took  the  ground  of  the  clear 
and  absolute  right  of  any  native  of  the  United  Kingdom,  in  the  present 
age  and  under  existing  laws,  to  change  his  allegiance.  This  I  showed 
from  the  usage  of  the  Greek  and  Koman  republics,  which  are  the 
fountains  of  our  law ;  from  the  abolition  of  all  feudal  servitudes ;  from 
the  example  of  France ;  from  the  published  declaration  of  united  Ger- 
many; from  a  succession  of  British  statutes,  authorizing  naturaliza- 
tion in  the  colonies;  from  the  very  nature  of  emigration,  as  authorized 
by  British  laws,  and  as  fostered  and  encouraged,  as  I  know,  by  the 
public  voice  of  this  country,  and  specially  by  members  of  the  present 
British  government.  These  and  many  more  considerations  have  been 
urged  in  conversation,  and  I  inferred  from  them  that  no  difference 
should  be  made  in  this  kingdom,  any  more  than  in  America,  between 
native  and  naturalized  American  citizens.     In  this  line  of  argument 
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I  persevered  till  Mr.  Byan  was  released.  Had  he  not  been  liberated, 
they  would  have  been  presented  fully  in  a  note.  On  his  liberation,! 
thought  the  discussion,  so  far  as  the  Irish  government  is  concerned, 
might,  on  our  part,  cease  or  be  suspended,  till  some  case  should  arise 
requiring  a  renewal  of  it.  None  such  is  likely  to  arise;  but  should  it 
prove  otherwise,  the  President  will  find  me  as  ready  as  I  have  ever 
ueen  to  vindicate  firmly  the  rights  of  our  adopted  and  of  our  native 
citizens. 

I  trust  the  course  I  have  pursued  will  meet  the  unqualified  approba- 
tion of  the  President.  Should  he  think  that  a  further  protest  is  neces- 
sary, since  nothing  is  now  doing  under  the  orders,  the  protest  will  be 
as  seasonable  a  month  hence  as  now. 

^^  ^^  ^p  ^^  ^p  ^^  ^^  ^p  ^p 

I  am,  sir,  sincerely  yours, 

GEORGE  BANCROFT. 
James  Buchanan,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  State^  Washingtony  D,  (7. 


Mr,  Bancroft  to  Mr.  Buchanan, 

[Extract  ] 

No.  114.]  United  States  Legation, 

London,  January  26,  1849. 

Sm:  After  maturely  considering  your  dispatch  of  the  18th  of  De- 
cember, perceiving  that  you,  in  one  paragraph,  speak  not  only  of 
protesting,  but  of  ''remonstrating,"  against  any  distinction  between 
native  and  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  IStates ;  observing  also 
that  you  make  your  dispatch  my  ''general"  guide,  and  are  good 
enough  to  leave  the  form  and  language  of  the  protest  to  my  own  dis- 
cretion, I  have  believed  that  it  was  intended  to  give  me  full  power  to 
frame  the  paper  to  be  addressed  to  the  British  government  according 
to  what  might  remain  in  question  at  the  time  of  presenting  it.  In- 
stead, therefore,  of  entering  a  protest,  as  such,  against  orders  which 
are  now  obsolete,  I  have  written  rather  a  remonstrance  or  declaration 
of  representation  on  the  principles  involved  in  those  orders,  and  have 
embodied  in  it  the  substance  of  your  dispatch,  in  a  general  form.  I 
am  verv  anxious  to  know  if  this  paper,  of  which  I  inclose  a  copy, 
meets  tne  approval  of  the  President. 

I  am,  sir,  sincerely  yours, 

GEORGE  BANCROFT. 
Jambs  Buchanan,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  State. 
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United  Statk  Legation, 
London,  January  26,  1849. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  has  been  specially  directed  by  the* 
President  of  the  United  States  to  make  to  her  Majesty's  government^ 
through  Viscount  Palmerston,  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state- 
for  foreign  affairs,  a  representation  growing  out  of  the  orders  recently 
issued  in  Ireland  affecting  the  personal  liberty  and  rights  of  American 
citizens.    Not  only  were  the  unwrtunate  objects  of  government  suspicion 
deprived  even  of  the  small  protection  against  unjust  imprisonment 
which  a  previous  ex  |>ar^e  accusation,  under  oath  or  affirmation,  would 
have  afforded ;  not  only  was  the  duty  of  exercising  a  calm  discretion 
in  the  execution  of  the  law  dispensed  with  by  commanding  in  advance 
the  arrest  of  ^'all  persons  coming  from  America;"  not  only  was  an 
invidious  and  arbitrary  distinction  made  between  citizens  of  the  United 
States  and  citizens  or  subjects  of  other  nations,  (all  of  which,  if  per- 
sisted in,  must  have  formed  the  subject  of  a  most  earnest  protest ;)  but 
throughout  the  period  of  the  disturbances,  in  an  order  of  the  18th  of 
August  last,  and  on  other  occasions,  her  Majesty's  government  have 
made  a  distinction  between  native  and  naturalized  American  citizens. 
The  faith  and  honor  of  the  United  States  are  pledged  alike  for  the 
protection  of  both. 

On  this  subject  the  undersigned  has  been  instructed  to  employ,  in 
the  most  solemn  and  earnest  manner,  the  strongest  terms  of  remon- 
strance. There  can  be  no  stronger  language  tnanthat  of  reason, 
justice,  and  humanity ;  and  if  this  language  is  employed  on  the  present 
occasion,  will  it  not  secure  the  respectful  attention  and  assent  of  her 
Majesty's  constitutional  advisers? 

The  sufferings  of  Europe,  from  an  excess  of  population,  combined 
with  other  causes,  have  led  to  an  annual  emigration  from  Europe  to 
the  United  States  of  about  one  quarter  of  a  million  souls ;  and  this 
emigration  appears  to  be  increasing.  Of  this  vast  number,  the  islands 
composing  the  United  Kingdom  alone  furnish  at  least  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  persons.  In  the  past  quarter  of  a  century  a  million 
of  the  natives  of  these  islands  may  have  gone  to  America ;  in  the  next 
seven  years  another  million  of  them  may  be  added  to  her  population. 
The  condition  of  these  people,  when  received  into  America,  is  certainly 
a  question  of  the  gravest  magnitude — fit  to  be  dispassionately  consid- 
eredj  and  definitively  settled. 

If  her  Majesty  desires  to  retain  in  her  dominions  all  her  natural-born 
subjects,  America  will  make  no  complaint.  If,  with  the  consent  of 
her  Majesty,  this  expatriation  takes  place,  America,  which  receives 
them,  should  certainly  be  recognized  as  having  the  right  so  to  regulate 
their  condition  as  may  most  conduce  to  the  well  being  of  the  emigrants, 
and  the  safety  of  the  commonwealth. 

It  is  certain  that  misery,  or  the  fear  of  misery,  want  of  employment, 
or  the  apprehension  of  want,  despair,  and  hope,  are  among  the  causes 
which  crowd  the  principal  British  havens  with  multitudes  of  emigrants. 
To  America  theyareespeciallyattracted  by  the  opportunity  of  becoming 
freeholders.     ' ^  You  would  be  surprised,"  writes  an  unprejudiced  friend 

Ex.  Doc.  38 11 
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of  the  undersigned  from  New  York,  '^to  know  a  fact  which  has  heen 
brought  particularly  to  my  notice  as  a  conveyancing  lawyer — ^the  mania 
of  the  Irish  for  the  possession  of  the  soil.  In  all  the  suburbs  of  this 
city,  Brooklyn,  Williamsburg,  and  elsewhere,  great  numbers  of  cheap 
lots  are  held  by  Irish  laborers.  When  one  of  them  has  saved  up  a 
hundred  dollars  or  so,  he  buys  a  lot,  pays  part,  of  the  price  down,  gives 
his  mortgage  for  the  rest,  and  never  ceases  till  he  has  paid  it  off.  They 
are  the  most  punctual  of  debtors." 

That  the  emigrants  are  not  unmindful  to  send  relief  to  their  kindred 
who  remain  in  the  Queen's  allegiance,  appears  from  a  fact  which  came 
to  light  during  the  discussion  of  the  late  international  post  office  ar- 
rangements. The  number  of  drafts  from  the  United  states  on  one 
single  British  house,  for  sums  varying  from  one  pound  to  fifteen  pounds, 
was  for  one  year  £8,233.  And  this  house  was  but  one  of  many  in  one 
of  the  many  rich  and  populous  towns  of  this  kingdom. 

If  Great  Britain  is  relieved  of  the  charges  of  burdensome  people,  if 
good  is  returned  to  its  subjects  from  the  steady  influence  of  those  affec- 
tions which  are  not  extinguished  by  the  voyage  across  the  Atlantic, 
then  her  Majesty's  government,  instead  of  making  of  this  emigration 
a  cause  of  discord  between  the  two  countries,  doubly  owes  America 
good  will. 

Have  these  emigrants  a  natural  right  to  expatriate  themselves? 
The  Roman  law  is  the  fountain  of  modern  jurisprudence.  Ne  quis  in- 
vitus  civitate  mutetur:  neve  in  civitate  maneat  invittta.  Haec  sunt  enim 
/undamenta  firmissima  nostrae  Ubertatisy  sui  qtcemque  juris  et  retinendi 
et  dimittendi  esse  dominum.  This  right  of  every  reasonable  being  to 
seek  a  new  country,  Cicero,  the  great  Boman  advocate,  describes  as  the 
very  foundation  of  liberty.  Truth  is  the  same  in  all  places  and  in  all 
ages.  It  is  not  one  thing  in  the  presence  of  a  Boman  praetor,  and 
another  in  the  court  of  queen's  bench.  It  is  not  one  thing  on  the 
banks  of  the  Thames,  and  another  on  those  of  the  Main,  the  Spree, 
the  Tiber,  or  the  Hudson.  In  enumerating  the  undoubted  rights  of 
all  Germans,  the  first  German  parliament  at  Frankfort,  speaking  for 
the  German  people  and  princes,  insists  on  the  right  of  expatriation  as 
a  natural  right.  Nor  did  the  hour  of  revolution  first  engender  this 
doctrine.  Prussia  had  before  avowed  it,  and  acted  upon  it.  The  sover- 
eign of  Prussia,  willing  to  promote  the  happiness  of  all  who  are  born 
in  his  dominions,  recognizes  their  right  to  emigrate  and  choose  for 
themselves  a  country.  Even  if  military  service  is  due,  he  freely  remits 
the  military  service,  and  bids  the  emigrant  God  speed  on  his  way  to  a 
new  world  and  an  adopted  land.  With  France  the  United  States  have 
no  difference  on  this  subject.  France,  like  the  United  States,  values 
its  citizenship  too  much  to  insist  that  it  shall  be  retained  by  a  native 
after  he  has  transferred  his  allegiance.  One  of  her  eloquent  sons,  now 
a  fellow-citizen  of  the  undersigned,  was  recently  elected  to  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States.  France  does  not  hold  that  Senator  to  be  a  French 
citizen.  She  recognizes  his  renunciation  of  his  first  allegiance,  and 
takes  pride  and  satisfaction  at  his  commanding  respect  in  his  new  home. 
One  of  the  predecessors  of  the  undersigned  at  this  court  was  a  natural- 
ized American  citizen. 

Great  Britain,  Gteat  Britain  alone,  claims  as  her  subjects  those  of 
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her  children  who,  finding  no  place  spread  for  them  at  the  too  AiU  tahle 
of  their  native  land,  seek  hospitality,  home,  and  a  country  under  another 
sky. 

Bat  the  undersigned  begs  leave  to  assert  that  naturalized  American 
citizens  are  not  subjects  of  Great  Britain.  Whatever  difference  of 
opinion  may  exist  in  America  on  the  desirableness  of  so  vast  an  influx 
of  men  born  and  educated  under  other  institutions,  the  government  and 
people  of  America  have  but  one  conviction  as  to  the  duty  of  giving  full 
protection  to  those  whom  they  receive  as  citizens.  The  naturalized 
citizens  themselves,  in  the  face  of  heaven  and  their  adopted  country, 
repudiate  all  other  allegiance.  When  this  country  claims  them  as 
subjects  it  makes  them  rebels. 

Nor  does  the  acquisition  of  American  citizenship  give  the  means  of 
plotting  the  overthrow  of  any  part  of  the  British  government  with 
impunity.  The  American  government  never  interferes  in  the  internal 
affairs  of  other  countries ;  not  from  a  want  of  sympathy  with  the  nations, 
but  from  the  full  trust  in  that  overruling  Providence  which  leaves  no 
country  free  from  the  guiding  power  of  the  intelligence  of  the  age.  By 
the  principle  of  the  revolution  of  1688,  which  sanctioned  the  right  of 
resistance,  a  British  subject  may  consider  what  acts  of  government  will 
justify  resistance.  The  foreigner  who  becomes  an  American  citizen 
has  divested  himself  of  all  responsibility  for  political  events  in  the  land 
of  his  nativity.  American  citizenship  is  a  hostage  of  neutality  in  foreign 
affairs. 

Yet  Gieat  Britan  would  consider  all  her  expatriated  sons  to  be 
'^ subjects''  still.  But  allegiance  in  this  continuing  sense  is  servitude. 
Are  the  people  of  this  island  still  in  a  state  of  imperfect  emancipation? 
Does  the  badge  of  servitude  still  cling  to  every  one  born  in  this  kingdom? 

Further :  this  feudal  notion  of  perpetual  allegiance  implies  the  social 
hierarchy  of  superiors  and  subordinates  from  the  throne  through  a 
succession  of  ranks,  and  the  right  to  exact  military  or  other  services, 
imposed  through  all  the  degrees,  the  correlative  duty  of  support.   Does 
the  owner  of  the  soil  desire  to  retain  the  services  of  all  who  are  born 
apoQ  his  domains?     Is  the  owner  of  the  soil  willing  to  employ  and 
rapport  all  that  are  found  upon  it?     Assuredly,  his  unwillingness  to 
do  so  is  notorious.     In  proof  of  this,  witness  the  continuing  efforts  of 
kind-hearted  landlords,  by  large  expenditures  of  money,  to  assist  the 
emigration  of  men  thus  dependent  on  their  care.     Witness  the  process 
of  '^evictions,"  which  became  of  such  a  nature,  and  so  frequent,  as  to 
Attract  the  serious  attention  of  the  imperial  legislature.     Witness  the 
rule  which  many  landlords  have  adopted,  of  never  permitting  a  new 
house  to  be  built  on  land  over  which  their  power  extends,  except  on 
the  demolition  of  another ;  a  rule  which  drives  away  the  increase  of 
population.     Witness  the  determined  and  inexorable  policy  which 
removes  from  all  parts  of  these  islands,  from  the  sparsely-settled  hi^h^ 
lands  of  Scotland  to  the  rich  plains  of  Ireland,  all  the  population  which 
is  deemed  superfluous.    Witness  the  English  language  itself,  as  spoken 
in  this  island,  where  usage  has  added  a  new  meaning  to  a  word,  and 
^^dearingy"  which,  in  the  old  English  tongue,  as  spoken  in  America, 
means  the  subduing  the  forest  to  purposes  of  fertility,  has  come  to 
signify  the  removing  of  children,  women,  and  meii  from  an  estate. 
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These  references  are  not  made  inyidiously ;  for  it  is  only  that  America 
exceeds  in  land,  and  this  kingdom  exceeds  in  inhabitants.  But  it  is 
plain  that  the  claim  to  service  derived  from  the  old  feudal  subordination 
IS  given  up  by  the  landed  proprietors  themselves,  who  refuse  to  their 
subordinates  shelter,  or  drive  them  from  the  soil  by  process  of  law,  or 
assist  their  expatriation  by  generous  contributions. 

Nor  is  this  expatriation  permitted,  encouraged,  and  enforced  by  the 
landed  proprietors  alone.  Public  opinion  demands  it.  A  most  re- 
spectable quarterly  journal,  whose  pages  have  been  adorned  by  the 
writings  of  men  participating  in  the  government  of  this  country,  cen- 
sures the  insufficiency  of  the  present  emigration,  enormous  as  it  is, 
and  demands  its  large  increase  for  many  successive  years  as  essential 
to  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  this  kingdom. 

The  emigrants  themselves,  then,  the  landlords,  the  intelligent  press, 
the  public  judgment,  all  coincide  in  representing  the  vast  expatriation 
which  is  goin^  on  as  beneficial  and  desirable.  Nor  is  this  all.  The 
laws  of  this  kingdom  sanction  it ;  acts  of  parliament  regulate  it.  Not 
a  clearance  is  given,  at  Liverpool  or  Dublin,  to  a  passenger  ship  openly 
laden  with  emigrants,  but  it  virtually  contains  the  assent  of  the  Queen 
to  their  solemn  and  final  separation  from  their  native  country. 

The  United  States,  when  they  receive  a  man  to  citizenship,  require 
of  him  a  renunciation  of  all  other  allegiance.  They  would  as  soon 
tolerate  a  man  with  two  wives  as  a  man  with  two  countries ;  as  soon 
bear  with  polygamy  as  that  state  of  double  allegiance  which  common 
sense  so  repudiates  that  it  has  not  even  coined  a  word  to  express  it. 
A  slave  cannot  have  two  masters;  nor  a  freeman  two  lieges.  In  the 
United  States,  the  adopted  citizen  becomes  "a  nattiral  born," 

And  is  it  right  that  England  should  question  the  propriety  of  this 
course  on  the  part  of  the  United  States?  The  United  States  have,  on 
this  subject,  as  on  so  many  others,  adopted,  or  rather  inherited,  British 
legislation.  The  principle  of  making  adopted  citizens  '^natural  bom," 
and  requiring  of  them  true  allegiance,  is  derived  from  a  British  stat- 
ute, which  was  the  law  of  all  British  America  prior  to  the  independ- 
ence of  the  United  States,  and  has  been  continued  to  this  time  by 
those  States,  without  one  essential  modification.  Reference  is  not  now 
made  to  that  British  act  which  naturalizes  foreign  Protestants  serving 
two  years  in  a  royal  regiment ;  nor  to  that  which  naturalizes  every 
foreign  seaman  who  in  time  of  war  serves  two  years  on  board  an  Eng- 
lish ship ;  nor  to  that  which  gives  the  rights  of  the  natural  born  to  all 
sailors  who  for  three  years  serve  in  whaling  ships ;  the  undersigned 
refers  to  the  13  Geo.  II.,  cap.  7,  of  which  the  preamble  and  enacting 
clause  are  in  these  words : 

*'  Whereas  the  increase  of  people  is  a  means  of  advancing  the  wealth 
and  strength  of  any  nation  or  country ;  and  whereas  many  foreigners 
and  strangers,  from  the  lenity  of  our  government,  the  purity  of  our 
religion,  the  benefit  of  our  laws,  the  advantages  of  our  trade,  and 
the  security  of  our  property,  might  be  induced  to  come  and  settle 
in  some  of  his  Majesty's  colonies  in  America,  if  they  were  made 
partakers  of  the  advantages  and  privileges  which  the  natural-born 
subjects  of  this  realm  do  enjoy : 

*^£e  it  there/ore  enacted,  cfec.  That  from  and  after  the  1st  of  June, 
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1740y  all  persons  born  out  of  the  legianoe  of  his  Majesty,  who  have 
inhabited  or  resided,  or  shall  inhabit  or  reside,  for  the  space  of  seven 
years  or  more,  in  any  of  his  Majesty's  colonies  in  America,  and  shall 
not  have  been  absent  out  of  some  of  the  said  colonies  for  a  longer 
space  than  two  months  at  any  one  time  during  the  said  seven  years, 
and  shall  take  and  subscribe  the  oaths,  and  make,  repeat,  and  subscribe 
the  declaration  in  the  act,  [1  G^o.  I.,  cap.  13,]  and  also  make  and 
subscribe  the  profession  of  his  Christian  belief,  prescribed  by  the  act, 
[1  Will.  &  Mary,  cap.  18,]  before  the  chief  judge  or  other  judge  of 
the  colony  wherein  such  persons  respectively  have  so  inhabited  and 
resided,  or  shall  so  inhabit  and  reside,  shall  be  deemed,  adjudged,  and 
taken  to  be,  his  Majesty's  natural-borh  subjects  of  this  Kingdom,  to 
all  intents,  constructions,  and  purposes,  as  if  they  and  every  of  them 
had  been  or  were  born  within  tnis  kingdom." 

And  to-day,  in  like  manner,  America  in  its  turn  advances  her  wealth 
and  strength  by  the  unexampled  increase  of  her  people ;  and  many, 
even  hundreds  of  thousands,  of  ^'foreigners  and  strangers''  are  moved 
by  the  sweet  attraction  *'of  the  lenity  of  her  government,"  ''the 

Eurity  of  her  religion,"  where  religion  is  not  the  handmaiden  of  po- 
ticai  institutions,  the  benefits  of  equal  laws,  the  advantages  of  open 
trade,  and  the  security  of  property,  in  a  land  where  the  people  love 
the  laws  and  institutions  which  they  themselves  have  made,  to  come 
and  settle  in  the  clime  which  once  was  filled  with  colonies  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Spain,  and  now  with  independent  States.  The 
British  Parliament  in  those  days  enacted  that  the  foreigner  "becomes, 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  u>  naturcd-bom  subject  of  this  kingdom  ;"  and  the 
United  States,  under  nearly  similar  circumstances,  efface  the  traces  of 
his  origin  and  adopt  him  as  "a  natural  born"  freeman  of  the  American 
republic. 

Let  not  Great  Britain  dissent  from  what  is  but  the  reflection  and  the 
contiiluance  of  its  own  policy,  kept  up  in  its  colonies  even  to  the  present 
day,  and  sanctioned  again  with  respect  to  its  colonies  by  an  act  of  Par- 
liament passed  even  since  the  undersigned  has  had  the  honor  of  being 
accredited  to  this  government. 

Thus  then,  by  Roman  law,  by  the  law  of  France  and  of  Germany,, 
by  the  law  of  the  civilized  world,  by  the  policy  adopted  by  Great  Britain 
itself  in  its  colonies^  foreigners  become  on  naturalization  as  "na^t^ro! 
6am." 

The  United  States  cannot  consent  to  a  denial  of  this  accepted  doc- 
trine of  ancient  and  modern  nations.  Once  naturalized,  the  persons 
adopted  by  America  are  no  longer  Bavarians,  nor  Prussians,  nor* 
Frenchmen,  nor  Englishmen;  they  are  Americans.  Wherever  they 
are  found,  in  whatever  pursuit  they  are  engaged,  on  land  or  on  board 
ship,  at  home  or  abroad,  everywhere  they  are  Americans.  This  the 
United  States  have  promised ;  this  their  faith  and  honor  are  pledged 
to  make  good. 

But  suppose  for  a  moment  the  principle  to  be  true,  that  an  adopted 
American  citizen  is  still  a  subject  of  his  former  sovereign.  Last  year, 
in  the  whirlwind  of  revolutions,  language  was  made  a  guide  to  estab- 
lish political  nationality.     Shall  the  millions  in  the  United  States  of 
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German  descent  constitute  a  member  of  the  new  Grerman  Confedera- 
tion? 

Of  the  natives  of  these  islands  it  has  already  been  said  that  perhaps 
a  million  are  already  in  America,  and  another  million,  as  it  were,  on 
the  wing.  Are  these  millions  to  remain  subjects  of  her  Britannic 
Majesty,  bound  to  obey  the  voice  of  this  country?  In  the  midst  of 
the  American  republic  are  they  to  seat  themselves  as  the  vassals  of 
monarchy,  owing  fealty  to  an  hereditary  sovereign  ?  Is  England  send- 
ing among  the  United  States,  not  only  people  to  be  provided  for  by 
sharing  in  the  opportunities  of  industry,  but  sending  *^  subjects"  who 
may  get  arms  and  still  serve  her  Majesty?  Is  England  planting  gar- 
risons in  all  our  towns,  and  in  all  our  territories?  The  good  faith  of 
the  British  government  forbids  the  supposition,  that  England  is  seek- 
ing either  to  make  war  on  our  republican  institutions,  or  to  fill  our 
country  with  men  still  bound  to  her  service.  And  as  a  consequence, 
good  faith  requires  that  Great  Britain  should  renounce  all  claim  to 
allegiance  irom  naturalized  American  citizens. 

And  how  would  the  doctrine,  if  true,  affect  the  emigrant  himself? 
He  that  owes  allegiance  to  her  Britannic  Majesty  cannot  hold  land  in 
the  United  States.  He  that  owes  allegiance  to  her  Britannic  Majesty 
cannot  serve  in  the  government.  Now,  when  men  quit  these  islands 
because  they  cannot  find  in  them  bread,  when  in  tears  and  sorrow 
they  transfer  their  allegiance  and  homes,  will  the  sovereign  of  these 
realms  follow  them  to  the  new  world  with  a  doctrine  which  would 
stifle  their  aspirations  and  destroy  all  their  hopeful  prospects  ?  Shall 
English  obligations  go  with  them  where  those  obligations  only  arrest 
their  career  of  prosperity,  and  blight  their  happiness?  If  this  were 
so,  emigrants  to  the  new  world  would  be  as  much  insulated  in  America 
as  the  Jews  were  in  Europe  in  the  middle  ages.  And  if  America  con- 
sents not  to  exclude  forever  the  foreign  emigrant  from  franchises, 
shall  such  perpetual  disfranchisement  be  the  act  of  the  country  from 
which  he  sprung?  Humanity  forbids  it.  Humanity  so  revolts  at  it, 
that  it  cannot  even  image  to  itself  the  dreadfiil  consequences  that 
would  follow  from  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  allegiance.  The  doctrine 
Jihat  natives  of  the  United  Kingdom  remain  subjects  of  her  Majesty 
even  after  expatriation  and  naturalization  in  the  United  States,  is 
altogether,  at  all  times,  in  all  places,  and  at  all  hazards,  inadmissible. 

For  centuries,  the  King  of  England  wore  the  title  of  **King  of 
France."  Good  sense  at  last  renounced  the  title.  Yet  the  sovereign 
of  England  was  as  truly  sovereign  over  France  as  now  sovereign  over 
adopted  American  citizens. 

It  is  quite  time  that  the  two  nations  should  come  to  an  understand* 
ing  on  this  subject.  If  the  United  Kingdom  really  wishes  to  retain 
as  subjects  all  the  natives  of  this  realm,  let  the  United  Kingdom  forbid 
the  emigration  of  its  sons.  But  if  their  emigration  is  permitted,  and 
even  stimulated,  the  land  which  accepts  the  anxious  responsibility  of 
receiving  them  must  take  full  power  of  regulating  their  political  con- 
dition. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  Viscount 
Palmerston  the  assurance  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

GEORGE  BANCROFT. 


OF  AMEBIGAN  QTIZENS.  167 

Mr,  Bancroft  to  Mr.  Clayton. 

No.  141.]  United  States  Legation, 

London,  August  21,  1849. 

Sir:  I  annex  a  copy  of  a  paper  just  received  from  Lord  Palmerston 
in  reply  to  my  note  of  26th  January  last. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  say  that,  comparing  the  passage  in  No.  48 
from  the  department,  beginning  at  ^^hut  Ae"  (the  President)  ^^atiUen- 
terUUns"  *  *  to  the  end  of  the  dispatch,  with  the  first  part 
of  my  note  to  Lord  Palmerston  of  26th  January,  I  confess  myself 
unable  to  perceive  the  difierence  between  the  opinion  of  the  President 
as  expressed  on  the  17th  of  February,  regarding  what  should  be  done 
by  me,  and  what  I  had  actually  done.  I  have  in  that  note,  as  you 
will  perceive,  protested  specifically  against  the  two  orders  of  the  2d 
and  18th  of  August  last,  and  on  the  very  grounds  on  which  tlie  Presi- 
dent wished  it  done.  It  is  true,  I  called  the  paper,  on  one  occasion, 
^' a  remonstrance,"  and  on  another,  '^a  representation,"  but  it  was 
also  none  the  less  a  protest y  which  is  ^^a  solemn  declaration  of 
opinion." 

The  British  government  has  never  been  left  in  doubt  as  to  the 
opinion  which  the  American  government  entertained  of  the  character 
of  the  orders  of  the  2d  and  the  18th  of  August  last. 

I  am,  sir,  sincerely  yours, 

GEORGE  BANCROFT. 

Hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Lord  Palmerston  to  Mr,  Bancroft, 

m 

Foreign  Office,  Augtist  16,  1849. 

The  undersigned,  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  for- 
eign affairs^  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note 
which  Mr.  Bancroft,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  ihe  United  States  of  America  at  this  court,  addressea  to  him  on  the 
26th  of  January  last,  referring  to  the  imprisonment  in  Ireland  of  some 
American  citizens,  who  were  arrested  in  that  country  in  August,  K48, 
under  the  act  11  and  12  Vict,  cap.,  35,  and  remonstrating  against  the 
consequences  of  the  doctrine  which  Mr.  Bancroft  assumes  to  tfe  main- 
tained in  this  country  in  regard  to  the  allegiance  due  to  the  Queen 
from  her  Majesty's  natural-born  subjects. 

In  reply,  the  undersigned  begs  to  state,  that  he  apprehends  that  the 
remonstrance  contained  in  Mr.  Bancroft's  note  has  originated  in  a  mis- 
taken notion  as  to  the  doctrine  held  by  her  Majesty's  government  upon 
this  matter ;  because  Mr.  Bancroft  states  that  one  consequence  of  the 
British  doctrine  of  natural  allegiance  is,  that  Great  Britain  denies  to 
the  United  States  the  right  of  regulating  the  condition  of  emigranta 
from  Great  Britain  in  such  manner  ''as  may  most  conduce  to  the  well-^ 
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being  of  the  emigrants  and  the  safety  of  the  (American)  common- 
wealth." Now,  although  by  the  law  of  England  natural  allegiance 
is  a  tie  which  cannot  be  severed  or  altered  by  anything  but  the  **  united 
concurrence  of  the  legislature,"  and  although  it  is  true  (as  observed 
by  Mr.  Justice  Story,  an  eminent  American  authority)  that  ^^ every 
nation  has  hitherto  assumed  it  as  clear^  that  its  laws  extend  to  and 
bind  natural-born  subjects  at  all  times  and  in  all  places,"  yet  her 
Majesty's  government  do  not  dissent  from  the  opinion  of  the  same 
learned  judge,  that  ''in  speaking  of  the  right  of  a  state  to  bind  its 
own  native  subjects  everywhere,  we  speak  only  of  its  own  claim  and 
exercise  of  sovereignty  over  them,  and  not  of  its  rights  to  compel  or 
require  obedience  to  such  laws,  on  the  part  of  other  nations;"  and  her 
Majesty's  government  concur  with  Mr.  Justice  Story,  in  maintaining 
that  ^^  every  nation  has  an  exdtmve  right  to  regulate  persons  and  things 
wUhin  its  own  territory  according  to  its  own  sovereign  will  and  polity." 
The  undersigned  considers  the  above  exposition  of  public  law  to  be 

Perfectly  correct,  and  it  appears  to  him  to  meet  the  objections  to  the 
octrine  of  her  Majesty's  government  which  have  been  raised  in  Mr. 
Bancroft's  note. 

With  reference  to  those  observations  of  Mr.  Bancroft,  from  which  it 
would  appear  that  he  assumes  that  her  Majesty's  government  is  dis- 

J)osed  to  doubt  whether  the  poorer  classes  of  emigrants  who  have  come 
rom  Great  Britain  to  the  United  States  have  a  natural  right  to  expat- 
riate themselves,  the  undersigned  begs  to  observe  that  it  has  never 
been  denied  by  the  British  government  that  those  persons  leave 
this  country  by  virtue  of  that  right,  which  is  asserted  by  Mr.  Bancroft 
to  be  the  foundation  of  all  liberty,  namely,  ''the  right  of  every  reason- 
able being  to  seek  a  new  country;"  and  it  is  well  known  that  by  the 
laws  of  Great  Britain  no  restraint  can,  except  in  very  special  cases,  be 
placed  upon  the  perfect  liberty  of  every  British  subject  to  leave  the 
realm,  when  and  for  whatever  period  of  time  he  chooses.  It  does  not 
appear,  however,  that  the  passage  quoted  by  Mr.  Bancroft  from  Cicero 
sanctions  expatriation,  in  the  sense  of  a  voluntary  abjuration  of  natu- 
ral allegiance,  without  the  assent  of  the  sovereign  power ;  nor  does  an 
emigrant's  departure  from  Great  Britain  debar  him  from  returning 
thereto,  at  any  subsequent  time,  as  a  natural-born  subject.  So  long 
as  the  emigrant  remains  in  the  United  States,  or  in  any  other  country, 
he  is  amenable  to  the  laws  of  the  country  in  which  he  resides;  and  it 
cannot  therefore  be  said,  as  suggested  in  Mr.  Bancroft's  note,  that  the 
British  crown,  by  permitting  its  subjects  to  emigrate  to  the  United 
States,  is  sending  among  the  United  States  not  only  people  to  be  pro- 
vided for  by  sharing  in  the  opportunities  for  industry,  but  "subjects" 
who  may  get  arms  and  still  serve  her  Majesty,  or  that  England  is 
planting  garrisons  in  all  the  territories  of  the  Union. 

The  undersigned  has  also  to  observe  that  Mr.  Bancroft  has  referred 
generally  to  the  orders  issued  in  Ireland  last  year  for  the  arrest  of 
suspected  persons,  and  has  alluded  to  the  distinction  drawn  by  her 
Majesty's  government  between  native  and  naturalized  American  citi- 
zens; and,  although  Mr.  Bancroft's  argument  does  not  bear  specifically 
upon  that  point,  the  undersigned  begs  leave  to  repeat  what  he  has 
stated  in  his  previous  correspondence  with  Mr.  Bancroft  respecting 
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this  matter,  namely :  that  natural-born  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  who 
maj  have  become  naturalized  in  a  foreign  country,  but  who  return  to 
the  United  Kingdom,  are  as  amenable  as  any  other  of  her  Majesty's 
subjects  to  any  laws  which  may  be  in  force,  either  of  a  permanent  or 
of  a  temporary  nature ;  and  the  maxim,  ^^ignorantia  legis  non  excuaat," 
must  ftpply  to  them  as  well  as  to  those  who  may  be  permanently  resi- 
dent within  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  undersigned  begs,  in  conclusion,  further  to  remark,  that  the 
Stat.  13  Gteo.  II,  c.  7,  to  which  Mr.  Bancroft  has  adverted,  has  no 
bearing  upon  the  stcUus  of  a  native  of  Great  Britain  naturalized  in 
the  United  States.  That  statute  applies  only  to  persons  not  being 
subjects  of  Great  Britain,  who  settled  in  America  before  the  declara- 
tion of  American  independence.  And  it  never  has  been  contended  by 
Great  Britain  that  that  statute  would  affect  in  the  slightest  degree  the 
^^ status*'  of  the  foreign  settler  as  a  subject  of  the  country  of  his 
origin,  if  he  should  think  proper  to  return  to  such  country. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  Mr.  Bancroft  the  assur- 
ances of  his  high  consideration. 

PALMERSTON. 

Gbobob  Bancroft,  Esq.,  {£c.,  c£c.,  dc. 


Mr.  Bromberg  to  Mr.  Clayton. 

[Extract.] 

No.  5.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Hamburg,  June  25,  1850. 

Sib:  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the  23d  of  last  month.  I 
now  take  the  liberty  of  communicatiDg  to  you  a  case  in  reference  to  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  which  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  lay  before 
you,  although  no  final  decision  has  been  made  by  the  authorities  here 
in  reference  thereto. 

An  individual  named  Theodore  C.  Schuster,  born  here,  in  1826, 
left  when  fourteen  years  of  agQ ;  he  had  been  duly  naturalized  in  the 
United  States  district  court  for  Massachusetts,  and  besides,  had  a 
mariner's  protection  issued  at  the  Boston  custom-house.  Said  Schuster 
arrived  here  on  the  10th  of  May  last,  in  the  brig  Czarina,  of  New 
Orleans ;  his  mother  residing  here,  he  was  desirous  to  remain  in  Ham- 
burg for  a  short  time.  Before  leaving  the  Czarina,  he  received  a  no- 
tice from  the  committee  on  arming,  (bewaffnung's  committee,)  to 
to  appear  before  them,  being  liable  to  do  military  duty,  as  being  born 
here.  The  notice  was  left  on  board  the  Czarina  by  the  police ;  but, 
on  Schuster's  promising  to  come  to  the  committee's  office  after  seeing 
the  United  States  consul,  they  left.  Mr.  Schuster  being  undecided 
how  long  he  might  remain  here,  I  deemed  it  best  to  go  with  him  to 
the  chief  of  the  arming  committee.  Dr.  Kleinworth,  and,  at  the  said 
Dr.  Kleinworth' s  request,  I  not  only  produced  the  proofs  of  Mr. 
Schuster  being  a  United  States  citizen,  but  left  his  papers  with  Dr. 
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Klein  worth,  by  him  to  be  laid  before  the  committee.  After  a  lapse  of 
several  days,  I  received  the  papers  back,  and  on  the  31st  of  last  month 
I  received  from  Dr.  Kleinwortn  a  note.  (Translation  hereby  inclosed 
marked  letter  A.)  Thereupon,  I  addressed  a  note  (copy  hereby  inclosed 
marked  letter  B)  to  Syndicus  Merck,  in  charge  of  foreign  affairs,  and, 
on  the  19th  instant,  I  received  from  the  syndicus  a  note.  (Translation 
and  original,  I  deemed  it  best  to  send  it,  herewith  transmitted,  marked 
letter  C.)  I  replied  by  note,  (copy  herewith  transmitted  marked 
letter  D,^  and  from  the  tenor  of  Syndicus  Merck's,  note,  I  should  not 
be  surprised  if  an  attempt  was  made  to  compel  said  Mr.  Schuster  to  do 
military  duty,  or,  in  default  thereof,  imprison  him.  I  have  deemed  it 
my  duty  to  protect  said  Mr.  Schuster  as  far  as  lay  in  my  power.  In 
the  present  state  of  Germany,  when  every  one  is  made  to  serve  in  the 
army,  these  attempts  to  oblige  adopted  citizens  to  do  military  duty, 
will  be  frequent,  and  your  instructions  how  to  act,  would  relieve  me 
of  a  great  responsibility. 

I  would  also  call  your  attention  to  the  case  of  John  Gottfried  Heyne, 
an  affiliated  citizen  of  the  United  States,  to  whom  permission  was  re- 
fused to  work  here,  even  for  a  short  time,  at  his  profession  as  a  me-     ' 
chanician,  by  the  police  authorities ;  and  the  person  wishing  to  employ 
him,  prohibited  from  employing  said  Heyne.    The  affidavit  of  Mr.  J.  G. 
Heyne,  (marked  letter  E,)  which  I  hereby  transmit,  shows  the  wholecase; 
and  letter  F  (inclosed  herewith)  is  a  copy  of  a  note  I  addressed  to  Syn- 
dicus Merck  on  the  subject ;  but,  as  sixteen  days  elapsed  before  the  senate     * 
decided  in  the  first  case,  I  do  not  know  how  long  it  may  be  before  I  hear     ' 
more  of  this  matter  ;  in  the  mean  time,  the  man  dare  not  work,  and  has 
hardly  the  means  to  live  without  doing  so.    In  this  case  of  Mr.  Heyne, 
I  believe,  that  being  only  an  affiliated  citizen,  if  he  resides  out  of  the 
United  States,  he  cannot,  I  think,  acquire  the  right  of  citizenship ;     ^ 
but  being  abroad,  after  having  renounced  allegiance  to  his  former 
sovereign,  where  could  he  look  for  protection?     If  I  had  doubts  in 
this  case,  I  deemed  it  best  to  try  to  protect  him  as  far  as  I  could,  but 
must,  in  these  cases  as  in  all  others,  best  be  guided  by  your  instruc- 
tions.    *  *  *  *  *  * 

Finally,  I  would  remark  that  the  Hon.  W.  Forward,  during  his 
short  sojourn  here,  on  being  made  acquainted  by  me  with  Mr.  Schus- 
ter's case,  advised  me  to  persevere  in  the  course  taken. 
I  remain  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  BROMBERG. 
Hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington^  D.  C. 


[Translation.] 

A.]  Bureau  op  the  Arming  CoMMirrKB, 

Hamburg,  May  31,  1850. 

The  undersigned  has  laid  the  papers  relating  to  J.  C.  Schuster, 
which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  hand  before  the  arming  committee ; 
and  the  committee  regrets  that  in  their  position  they  cannot  grant  the 
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request  to  release  him  from  his  liabilities  to  do  military  service,  as  there 
is  legally  nothing  before  them  which  might  exonerate  him  therefrom ; 
and  I  am  requested,  sir,  to  notify  you,  that  any  further  steps  you  may 
deem  requisite  you  must  appeal  to  the  high  senate  who  alone  are  com- 
petent to  decide  further,  in  this  case. 

With  assurances,  &c., 

KLEINWORTH,  Dr., 

First  Official. 
S.  Bromberg,  Consul  tfcc. 


B.]  -  Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Hamburg  J  June  3,  1850. 

Sir  :  The  undersigned  begs  leave  to  address  you  in  reference  to  one 
Theodore  C.  Schuster,  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  who  came  to  this  city  as  a  mariner  on  board  the  brig  Czarina^ 
of  New  Orleans.  Shortly  after  his  arrival  here,  the  said  Schuster 
received  a  notice  to  appear  before  the  bewaflfnung's  committee  of  this 

flace.  Mr.  Schuster  called  on  me,  and  producing  his  proof  of  being  a 
Fnited  States  citizen,  I  called  (said  Schuster  not  Knowing  how  long  he 
might  remain  here)  on  Dr.  Kleinworth,  to  explain  to  him  how  said 
Schuster  could  not  be  liable  to  do  military  duty  here,  or  elsewhere, 
except  in  the  United  States  of  America,  being  a  citizen  thereof.  At  the 
request  of  Dr.  Kleinworth,  I  left  the  documents  proving  said  Schuster 
to  be  a  United  States  citizen,  with  him,  said  Dr.  Kleinworth,  and  on 
receiving,  on  the  31st  of  last  month,  a  note  from  the  bureau  of  the 
Bewaflfnung's  committee  informing  me  '*  that  there  was  no  lawful 
proof  of  said  Schuster  not  bein^  liable  to  do  military  duty  here,"  I  can 
only  suppose  that  my  application  at  the  bewaffnun^  committee  was 
wrong,  and  I  ought  at  once  have  applied  to  you,  sir ;  for  I  cannot 
suppose  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America  (either  native  or 
naturalized)  can  be  liable  to  do  military  duty  in  the  city  of  Hamburg. 
Permit  me,  sir,  in  conclusion,  to  remark,  that  my  applying  to  the 
bureau  of  the  bewaffhung's  commission  arose  from  no  want  of  due 
respect  towards  you  ;  but  only  from  a  desire,  as  said  Schuster  might 
shortly  leave,  to  expedite  the  proving  of  his  not  being  liable  to  do  mil- 
itary duty,  deeming  the  prooi  thereof  so  good  I  did  not  want  to  intrude 
myself  on  you. 

With  assurances,^  &c. , 

SAMUEL  BROMBERG, 
Consul  United  States  of  America. 
His  Magnificence  Syndicus  Merck. 


[Translation.] 

C.]  Hamburg,  June  18,  1850. 

The  undersigned,  syndicus,  has  the  honor  to  reply  to  the  kind  favor 
of  the  3d  instant  of  the  United  States  consul,  S.  Bromberg,  as  follows : 
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Theodore  C.  Schuster  was  bom  at  Hamburg,  in  1826,  and  according 
to  the  laws  of  this  State,  liable  to  do  military  duty  in  1847.  There- 
fore, in  1847,  his  name  was  put  in  the  wheel  and  a  number  drawn  for 
him,  by  which  drawing  he  became  obligated  to  do  military  service  in 
our  contingent.  Being  absent,  no  proceedings  could  be  had  against 
him  until  he  returned,  a  few  weeks  since,  on  board  of  an  American 
vessel. 

Should  you,  sir,  take  it  for  granted  that  said  Schuster,  by  becoming 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  has  been  released  from  his  previous 
existing  liabilities  towards  the  State  of  Hamburg,  I  am  sorry  to  say  I 
cannot  coincide  in  this  view. 

Considering  all  legal  grounds,  the  Hamburg  government  may 
rely  and  appeal  to  reciprocity,  for  the  United  States  would  never  con- 
sent  to  let  any  individual  belonging  to  them  by  birth  and  nationality 
evade  the  duties  arising  therefrom. 

As  little  (  so  wenig)  as  the  United  States  will  acknowledge  as  legal 
a  right  of  citizenship  acquired  in  another  State,  and  as  little  will  con- 
sent that  a  citizen  by  birth,  being  obligated  to  defend  his  country,  may 
withdraw  himself  from  this  duty  by  entering  in  another  States  union, 
the  less  can  they  dare  (diirfen")  demand  this  from  the  State  of  Hamburg. 

Moreover,  the  laws  of  Hamourg  make  the  discharge  (austritt)  out  of 
the  nexus,  *  which  is  to  be  done  on  certain  conditions,  expressedly 
dependent  on  the  consent  of  the  government ;  therefore,  said  Theodore 
C.  Schuster  could  not  legally  enter  into  the  States  Union  of  the  United 
States,  for  he  must,  moreover,  on  this  side,  be  considered  so  long  as 
belonging  to  the  State  of  Hamburg,  until  his  release  has  been  legally 

S renounced  by  the  government  oi  Hamburg,  and  this  could  only  be 
one  when  he  had  fulfilled  his  military  duty,  either  in  person  or  by 
substitute,  or  had  been  expressly  released  from  them  by  said  govern- 
ment. 

The  subscriber  doubts  not  that  the  recapitulation  of  these  simple 
facts  and  legal  maxims  will  prove  satisfactory,  and  may  prove  to  con- 
vince the  consul,  &c.,  that  the  committee  on  arming  has  only  done 
what  was  right  of  them,  by  requiring  said  Schuster,  as  a  native-born 
Hamburger,  to  fulfill  his  duty  by  serving  in  the  military,  and  takes 
this  occasion  to  assure  you,  sir,  &c., 

MERCK,  Dr. 

S.  BROBiBERG,  &C., 

Consul  United  States  of  America, 


D.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Hamburg,  June  21,  1850. 

The  undersigned,  United  States  consul,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  18th  instant,  and  would  hereby  take 
the  liberty  to  make  a  few  remarks  only,  not  being  desirous  of  provok- 
ing a  controversy,  which  must  eventually  be  decided  by  the  govern- 

•  Nexus  is  a  law  bureau,  where  by  going  through  certain  forms  and  paying  certain  moneys, 
an  individual  is  proclaimed  to  be  discharged  therefrom  ;  being  then  no  more  regarded  as  a 
Hamburg  citizen 
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meat  he  has  the  honor  to  represent,  and  to  whom  he  will  without  delay 
submit  the  case  in  question. 

The  undersigned  can  hardly  consent  to  go  back  to  the  time  when 
Theodore  C.  Schuster  has  been  liable  to  military  duty  in  this  city ; 
said  Schuster  left  when  a  minor,  (1840,)  and  whilst  acquiring  the 
right  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  he  could  not  at  the 
same  time  be  liable  for  or  in  another  State  to  any  duty  or  fealty. 

The  United  States  government  has  always  upheld  the  doctrine,  and 
in  defence  thereof^^  poured  out  their  blood  and  treasure,  that  those  that 
became  citizens  of  the  United  States  by  adoption  were  entitled  to  their 
full  protection,  and  no  power  or  potentate  could  under  pretense  or 
claim  of  former  allegiance,  impress  or  force  them  into  service. 

Further,  to  adopt  the  doctrine  that  no  person  may  become  a  United 
States  citizen,  without  the  consent  of  the  State  or  potentate  to  whom 
he  owed  fealty,  would  strike  at  the  very  root  of  our  naturalization 
laws.  Those  desirous  of  being  admitted  to  the  rights  of  citizenship  are 
required  to  swear,  even  when  declaring  their  intentions  to  become 
dtizens,  ^Hhat  they  have  entirely  renounced  and  abjured  all  allegiance 
and  fidelity  to  every  prince,  power,  or  potentate ;  and  in  being  obliged 
to  take  this  oath,  the  person  so  doing,  can  certainly  not  continue  to 
owe  fealty  or  service  to  any  other  State,  nor  can  the  right  and  privilege 
of  becoming  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  ever  be  made  dependent  on 
the  consent  or  approval  of  any  power  or  potentate. 

There  is  no  law  in  force  in  the  United  States  taking  cognizance  of  the 
absence  of  any  citizen,  if  becoming  a  subject  or  citizen  of  a  foreign 
power,  he  loses  his  privileges  of  citizenship;  but  the  United  States 
would  never  compel  a  reluctant  service  from  any  one  desirous  to  expa- 
triate himself. 

The  undersigned  can,  therefore,  till  the  decision  of  his  government 
is  known  to  him,  only  protest,  and  does  hereby  protest,  against  the 
said  Theodore  C.  Schuster  being  molested  in  any  way,  manner,  or 
shape,  during  his  stay  or  sojourn  in  the  city  of  Hamburg. 

And  the  undersigned  takes  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the 
tender  of  his  highest  esteem  and  consideration, 

SAMUEL  BROMBERG. 

His  Magnificence  Syndicus  Merck. 


E.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Hamburg y  June  21,  1850. 

I,  John  Gottfried  Heyne,  being  duly  sworn,  do  depose  and  say,  that 
I  am  born  at  Muserburg,  Kingdom  of  Prussia  ;  that  on  the  16th  day 
of  May  last,  after  having  resided  in  the  United  States  for  eighteen 
months,  I  declared  my  intention,  in  the  superior  court  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  ;  that  I  procured 
a  certified  copy  of  said  declaration,  and  also  an  instrument  dated  New 
York,  May  20,  1850,  and  signed  by  J.  B.  Nones,  a  sworn  notary 
public  of  said  city  of  New  York,  certifying  my  being  an  aflSliated 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  entitled  to  its  protection ;  that  I 
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arrived  at  Hamburg,  per  ship  North  America,  from  New  York,  on  or 
about  the  17th  instant ;  that  I  called  at  the  office  of  the  United  States 
consul  at  Hamburg,  who  indorsed  his  vise  on  my  papers  ;  that  being 
obliged  by  the  state  of  my  health  to  remain  at  Hamburg  some  time, 
I  found  work  at  my  profession  as  a  mechanican,  and  was  advised  to 
apply  at  the  police  bureau  for  a  permit  to  remain  here  for  some  time ; 
that  on  calling  at  said  police  bureau,  (on  the  19th  instant,)  and  after 
producing  my  papers  to  the  persons  employed  therein,  I  was  informed 
I  had  better  not  remain  at  Hamburg ;  that  the  police  bureau  might 
grant  me  a  card  to  permit  me  to  remain  here  for  a  few  days,  but  that 
under  any  circumstances  I  could  never  be  permitted  to  work  here,  for 
the  police  bureau  would  not  grant  me  permission  to  do  so,  and  the 
person  I  engaged  with  could  not  employ  me  without  such  permit ;  and 
this  I  was  told  by  said  person  he  dare  not  do,  bein^  liable  thereby  to 
a  heavy  fine ;  that  I  then  again  called  on  the  United  States  consul, 
who  volunteered  to  go  himself  to  see  the  police  authorities,  but  on 
account  of  the  crowd  m  said  police  bureau,  could  not  procure  a  hear- 
ing ;  that  said  consul  then  wrote  a  letter  to  the  police  authorities, 
which  I  took  sealed  to  said  bureau ;  that  said  police  authorities,  after 
reading  said  letter,  told  me  that  I  might  remain  at  Hamburg  for  a 
short  time,  but  must  not  think  of  working  here ;  that  I  should  attend 
next  day,  as  they  would  lay  the  consul's  letter  before  the  chief  of  the 
police  bureau,  called  a  senator  ;  that  I  attended  as  requested,  on  the 
20th,  when  I  was  told  by  the  chief  of  the  bureau,  after  many  ques- 
tions being  put  to  me,  (to  all  of  which  I  declared  of  considering  myself 
entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  United  States,  and  as  such  ought  to 
be  permitted  to  work  here  for  my  support  during  my  stay  here,^  that 
I  should  not,  and  could  not  be  allowed  to  work  here ;  that  I  had  oetter 
return  to  the  United  States,  or  to  Prussia,  where  I  originally  belonged, 
and  the  letter  of  our  consul  was  returned  to  me  opened  amongst  my 
papers.     And  further  deponent  saith  not. 

JOHANN  GOTTFRIED  HEYNE. 

CONSULATB  OF  THE  UNITED  StATES  OF  AMERICA  AT  HAMBURG. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

SAMUEL  BROMBERG, 

Consul,  U.  8.  A. 


F.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Hamburg,  June  22,  1850. 

The  undersigned,  consul  of  the  United  States,  feels  sorry  to  trespass 
again  on  your  valuable  time,  but  feels  himself  constrained  to  call  your 
attention  to  a  case  wherein  an  individual  named  John  Gottfried 
Heyne,  an  affiliated  citizen  of  the  United  States,  has  been  refused 
even  the  right  of  following  in  this  city  his  profession  as  a  mechan- 
ican ;  said  Heyne  arrived  here  on  or  about  the  17th  instant,  from  New 
York,  and  produced  to  the  undersigned  his  papers,  proving  him  to  be 
an  affiliated  citizen  of  said  United  States. 
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The  said  Heyne,  being  obliged  by  circumstances,  not  material  to 
the  point  at  issue,  to  remain  here  some  time,  found  employment  at  a 
respectable  shop ;  with  the  proofs  thereof  he  called  at  the  bureau  of 
the  police  administration  for  his  permit  (aufenthalts-karte)  to  remain 
here,  but  said  Heyne  was  informea  he  could  not  be  permitted  to  work 
here.  Heyne  then  applied  to  the  undersigned,  who,  thereupon,  ad- 
dressed a  few  lines  to  the  police  administration,  stating  said  Heyne's 
case,  and  informing  them  of  said  Heyne  being  entitled  to  the  protec- 
tion of  the  United  States. 

The  said  Heyne,  attending  at  the  bureau  of  police  administration 
y^terday,  as  per  request,  he  was  again  informed  by  the  chief  of  said 
bureau  that  under  any  circumstances  could  he  [be]  allowed  to  work  in 
this  city,  and  had  better  return  to  the  United  States,  and  the  lines 
which  the  undersigned  took  the  liberty  to  address  to  the  police  admin- 
istration were  returned  to  him,  the  said  Heyne,  and  by  him  to  the 
undersigned,  who  will  not  comment  on  these  facts,  being  ignorant  of 
any  law  whereby  an  individual  owing  allegiance  to  a  friendly  power 
may  be  prevented  to  follow,  peacefully  and  unmolested,  his  vocation  in 
the  Hamburg  State  or  territories. 

And  the  undersigned  takes  again  this  occasion  to  assure  you,  sir,  of 
his  highest  esteem  and  regard. 

SAMUEL  BROMBERG. 

His  Magnificence  Syndicus  Merck. 


Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Hamburgy  June^l9,  1850. 

John  Gottfried  Heyne,  who,  by  his  papers,  is  entitled  to  the  protec- 
tion of  the  United  States  of  America,  has  called  at  this  office  and 
reports  that  the  police  authorities  of  this  city  have  refused  him  a  card 
of^per mission  to  work  here  at  his  trade  as  a  mechanician.  If  such  be 
the  case,  I  can  only  suppose  this  originated  in  some  error,  knowing 
that  said  J.  G.  Heyne,  being  an  affiliated  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
should  not  be  prevented  from  following  his  lawful  vocation,  and  there- 
fore trust  no  oDstacles  will  be  thrown  in  said  Heyne's  way  so  to  do. 

With  assurances  of  my  highest  esteem  and  regard, 

SAMUEL  BROMBERG, 
Consul  United  States  of  America, 

EiN  HOCH  LOBLICHT, 

Polizey  Administration. 


Mr.  Bromberg  to  Mr.  Clayton. 

[Extract.] 

No.  6.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Hamburgj  Jtdy  2,  1850. 

Sib:  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the  24th  of  last  month, 
inclosing  documents  in  reference  to  several  cases  at  issue  with  the 
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Hamburg  government.  Nothing  new  has  occurred  in  the  case  of 
Schuster,  who  yet  remains  here.  Mr.  Heyne  has  not  received  permis- 
sion to  work  here,  and^  being  prevented  from  doing  so,  he  has  not  the 
chance  of  earning  enough  to  join  his  family  in  Prussia,  previous  to 
removing  them  to  the  United  States.  The  syndicus  has  not  replied  to 
my  note  in  relation  to  Heyne's  case,  nor  explained  why  a  communica- 
tion sent  to  a  component  part  of  the  Hamburg  authorities,  under  the 
seal  of  the  consulate,  had  oeen  returned  (or  rather  handed)  open  to  a 
third  party.  The  Hamburg  government  either  have  dropped  these 
cases  or  have  carried  them  to  your  department  for  a  decision,  and  I 
must  await  your  favors  before  I  could  deem  it  advisable  to  agitate  these 
matters  ftirther. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  BROMBERG. 
Hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 

Secretary  of  StaiCy  Washington^  D,  C. 


Mr.  Hodge  to  Mr.  Everett. 

[Extract.] 


No.  15.]  Marseillbs,  November  16,  1852. 

I  have  an'unpleasant  affair  in  my  charge.  It  is  the  detention  of  an 
American  citizen,  Mr.  AUibert,  of  New  Orleans,  as  an  ^^insoumis.*' 
He  is  well  known  to  the  Hon.  Pierre  Soul6,  United  States  Senator 
from  Louisiana.  He  left  this  city  in  1839;  went  to  New  Orleans; 
applied  in  1841  to  be  naturalized ;  received  his  papers  of  naturalization 
on  10th  July,  1846 ;  came  here  in  August,  1852 ;  arriving  at  Digne, 
Basses  Alpes,  his  native  village,  was  arrested  as  an  ^^insoumis]"  after 
long  detention,  was  tried  by  a  ^^  conseil  de  guerre,''  and,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  orders  of  the  honorable  minister  of  war,  he  was  condemned 
to  a  month's  imprisonment.  Monsieur  Carpentin,  ^[commissaire  du 
gouvernment,"  called  to  inform  me  of  the  decision,  and  that  Mr. 
Allibert  was  detained  in  the  Fort  St.  Nicholas.  I  expressed  myself 
in  such  decided  terms  as  regarded  this  national  insult,  this  violation 
of  all  national  law,  this  gross  outrage  of  the  sacred  rights  of  an 
American  citizen,  aud  the  course  my  government  would  take,  that  he 
was  released  after  three  hours'  detention,  and  he  is  now  **  on  parole." 
On  the  following  day,  16th  October,  I  wrote  a  full,  detailed  account 
of  the  affair  to  General  Hecquet,  commander-in-chief  of  this  ninth 
military  division  of  the  empire.  I  protested  in  the  most  decided  man- 
ner against  this  violation  of  the  law  of  nations ;  and  ^^  I  protest  against 
this  military  decision  as  violating  the  sacred  rights  ol  an  American 
citizen,  guaranteed  by  an  act  of  Congress  and  confirmed  by  the  unani- 
mous voice  of  the  American  people ;  I  protest  against  it  as  in  opposition 
to  the  code  of  the  great  Napoleon,  chap.  2;  I  protest  against  it,''  &c. 
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The  answer  fix)m  General  Hecquet  was  received  on  22d  October.  On 
25th  same  I  sent  copies  of  the  documents  to  the  Hon.  William  C. 
Bives,  minister  plenipotentiary,  envoy  extraordinary,  &c.,  at  Paris, 
observing,  (in  addition  to  full  details):  *'  To  your  superior  judgment 
I  transfer  it,  well  satisfied  that  an  American  citizen,  whether  born  oh 
the  soil  or  adopted,  we  know  no  diflference,  will  meet  that  protection 
which  the  law  of  the  land  and  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  nation 
guaranty."  He  has  not  replied  to  me,  which  leaves  me  at  a  loss  to 
conjecture  how  he  views  this  afiair.  He  may  think  it  not  entitled  to 
his  attention,  or  disposed  to  let  me  act  on  my  own  responsibility.  If 
I  knew  such  to  be  the  case,  '*  cadte  que  ocMt^''  I  should  neither  shrink 
nor  hesitate.     Mr.  AUibert  is  an  adopted  citizen,  entitled  to  the  same 

Erotection  as  if  born  on  the  soil,  and  in  this  consulate  all  such  shall 
ave  it.  He  has  been  detained  ^nce  August;  his  commercial  business 
in  New  Orleans  suffers  very  much  owing  to  this  detention.  By  the 
next  steamer  copies  of  the  correspondence,  documents,  &c.,  shall  be 
forwarded  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  and  I  solicit  to  be 
informed  how  I  am  to  act  if  another  instance  occurs,  of  which  I  have 
no  doubt,  as  I  was  told  it  would  be  to  an  Jionorable  senator  of  the 
United  States,  if  he  visited  France,  and  were  an  **  inaoumis,"  This  is 
the  second  appeal  I  have  made  to  the  department,  (first,  see  dispatch 
No.  1,  3d  March,  1850,)  as  the  honorable  minister  resident  at  Paris 
declined  replying,  or  did  not,  to  my  letters  of  16th  January  and  23d 
Febuary,  1850,  of  which  copies  were  forwarded  to  the  department. 
The  Hon.  John  M.  Clayton,  at  that  time  Secretary,  in  his  dispatch, 
9th  May,  1850,  says  that  the  course  pursued  by  me  **  meets  the  appro- 
bation of  the  department,"  which  I  natter  myself  will  be  the  same  on 
this  great  national  question.  I  am  fully  aware  of  my  limited  powers, 
only  a  commercial  consul,  but  **the  consul"  of  one  of  the  greatest 
powers.      ******** 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  very  obedient 
servant, 

JOHN  L.  HODGE, 
United  States  Consul  at  Marseilles. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  of  State,  Washington, 


Document  No.  2. 

[Translation.] 

Ninth  Milftary  Division,  General  of  Division,  Third  Bureau,  No.  1743. 

Marseilles,  October  22,  1852. 

Mr.  Consul  :  I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor 
to  address  to  me  on  the  subject  of  Mr.  AUibert,  the  insubmissive  young 
soldier  of  the  department  of  the  Lower  Alps,  and,  since  his  insubmis- 
sion,  a  naturalized  citizen  (sujet)  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

In  bringing  before  a  court-martial  this  individual,  charged  with  an 

Ex.  Doc.  38 12 
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offense  which,  according  to  our  French  laws,  admits  of  no  plea  of 
limitation,  and  which  was  committed  by  him  before  his  naturalization 
as  an  American  citizen,  I  have  only  complied  with  the  law,  with 
established  jurisprudence,  and  with  a  special  instruction  from  the 
minister  of  war,  to  whom  I  had  applied  in  the  particular  case  of  Mr. 
Allibert. 

The  court-martial  having  pronounced  against  him  the  penalty  of 
imprisonment,  I  took  it  upon  myself,  through  consideration  for  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  to  suspend  the  execution  of  the 
sentence,  and  I  immediately  made  a  report  of  this  to  the  minister  of 
war.     I  also  sent  him  your  letter,  which  I  am  now  answering. 

You  will  understand,  Mr.  Consul,  that  I  have  neither  the  power  to 
violate  or  omit  the  formalities  of  justice,  nor  the  right  to  amend  the 
judgments  rendered  by  it.  The  power  is  merely  conferred  on  me  to 
suspend  in  certain  cases  the  execution  of  those  decrees,  and  I  have  used 
it  in  favor  of  Mr.  Allibert.  This  is  all  which  it  was  possible  for  me 
to  do;  the  rest  is  within  the  competency  of  the  government  alone.  I 
do  not  doubt  of  a  prompt  disposition  on  its  part  to  intervene. 

Be  so  good,  Mr.  Consul,  as  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  high  con- 
sideration. 

HECQXJET, 
Gen,  of  Division y  Com'dg  the  9th  MUitary  Division. 

The  Consul  op  the  UNriBD  States  of  America,  MarseiUes. 


No.  3. 

[Translation.] 

Ninth    Milftary   Division. — ^Post   of    Marseilles. — Court-Martial, 

Public  Prosecutor's  Office. 

Marseillbs,  October  29,  1852. 

Mr.  Consul:  I  have  written,  by  mail,  to  Mr.  Lucian  Allibert,  at 
Puymoisson,  for  the  purpose  of  informing  him  that,  on  the  appeal 
drawn  up  by  me  against  the  judgment  which  condemns  him  to  a  month's 
imprisonment  for  insubmission,  the  council  of  revision  has  broken  that 
decision,  and  sends  him  back  before  the  court-martial  at  Toulon. 

In  case  Mr.  Allibert  should  not  receive  my  letter,  I  have  the  honor 
to  request  you  to  be  so  good  as  to  cause  the  one  which  is  herein  inclosed 
to  reach  him. 

Be  so  good,  Mr.  Consul,  as  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  high  con- 
sideration. 

A.  CARPENTIN, 
Commissioner  of  the  Government y  near  the  Court-Martial, 

The  Consul  of  the  United  States,  MarseiUes. 
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Document  No.  6. 

Marseilles,  November  20,  1852. 

The  present  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Mr.  AUibert,  an  American 
citizen,  who  goes  to  your  city,  having  been  arrested  as  an  ^'inaoumiSy'* 
which  I  in  no  way  admit.  I  have  protected  him,  shall  continue  to  do 
so  as  a  naturalized  citizen,  being  the  same  in  the  United  States  as  if 
born  on  the  soil.  You  will  do  all  in  your  power  to  aid,  assist,  and 
protect  him  in  this  extraordinary  trial  before  a  military  court  in  viola- 
tion of  national  law,  of  that  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  Code  Na- 
poleon. I  will  write  you  more  fully  on  this  subject,  as  the  present  is 
merely,  as  Mr.  AUibert  goes  off  at  once,  to  make  him  known  to  you. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  HODGE. 
Mens.  Trouchet, 

United  States  Vice-Conavl  at  Toulon, 


Document  No,  4. 

[Translation.] 

Ninth  Military  Division,  TmRD  Bureau,  No.  1588. 

Marseilles,  September  18, 1852. 

In  a  dispatch  of  the  15th  of  thb  month,  the  minister  of  war  orders 
me  as  follows : 

The  commissioner  of  the  government  near  the  court-martial,  in  your 
division,  calls  my  attention  to  the  affair  of  the  man  named  AUibert, 
(Lucian,)  who  has  been  arraigned  on  a  charge  of  insubmission  as  a 
youD^  soldier,  of  the  class  1839,  of  the  department  of  the  Lower  Alps. 

This  officer  makes  known  to  me  that  Allibert,  who  embarked  in  1838 
lor  New  Orleans,  where  he  caused  himself  to  be  naturalized  as  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States  on  the  10th  of  January,  1846,  entrenches  himself 
now  behind  his  act  of  naturalization,  as  having  released  him  from  all 
prosecution  as  an  insubmissive,  and  moreover  from  the  obligation  to 
serve. 

This  claim  of  Allibert  is  founded  on  right,  if  it  is  really  sustained 
by  an  act  of  naturalization  dated  the  10th  of  January,  1846.  This 
man,  by  the  fact  of  his  naturalization,  has  lost  the  quality  of  a  French- 
man, and  is  consequently  incapable  of  serving  among  the  French 
troops  in  the  terms  of  article  2  of  the  law  of  the  21st  of  March,  1832. 

As  to  the  offense  of  insubmission  which  he  has  committed,  it  could 
not  certainly  be  blotted  out  by  the  fact  alone  of  his  naturalization  ;  but 
it  must  be  acknowledged  that  he  is  now  covered  by  the  limitation  of 
three  years,  (article  638  of  the  Code  of  Criminal  Prosecution,)  which 
period  commenced  on  the  day  in  which  Allibert  became  a  citizen  of  the 
united  States,  lost  his  quality  of  Frenchman,  and  ceased  to  be  liable 
to  serve. 
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If  it  were  otherwise — ^that  is  to  say,  if  the  three  years  established  for 
the  duration  of  the  limitation  had  not  lapsed  at  the  time  of  the  arrest 
of  Allibert — it  is  certain  that  this  man,  notwithstanding  his  new  qual- 
ity of  citizenship  of  the  United  States,  would  have  to  answer  for  an 
offense  which  he  had  committed  against  the  French  law  when  he  was 
a  Frenchman. 

Every  judgment  of  condemnation  which  could  at  that  time  have  been 
rendered  against  him  would,  beyond  any  doubt^  have  had  to  be  carried 
into  effect ;  only,  at  the  expiration  of  his  penalty,  instead  of  being  in- 
corporated into  a  regiment,  he  would  have  had  to  be  set  at  liberty. 

In  the  present  state  of  things,  if  Allibert  brings  proof  of  an  act  of 
naturalization,  dated  the  10th  of  January,  1846,  the  court-martial 
must  make  this  act  anch  article  638  of  the  Code  of  Criminal  Prosecu- 
tion, the  basis  of  its  action,  and  simply  acquit  him  on  the  charges 
made  against  him. 

Be  so  good,  in  what  concerns  you,  as  to  conform  to  the  foregoing 
directions. 

By  the  general  of  division  commanding  the  ninth  military  division. 
By  order : 

The  COLONBL  OF  THE  StAFF. 

A  true  copy. 

The  Commissioner  of  the  Government  near  the 
Court-Martial  of  the  General  Mimtary  Division. 

Signed :  SERSY. 


Mr,  Hodge  to  Mr.  Everett. 

[ExtracUi.] 


No.  16.]  Marseilles,  November  22,  1852. 

Sir:  I  regret  that  I  have  to  intrude  such  voluminous  documents  on 
the  valuable  time  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  so  soon  after  his 
installation  into  office.  They  relate  to  the  affair — ^a  national  question — 
noticed  in  my  last  dispatch.  No.  15,  of  the  16th  instant:  the  rights  of 
an  adopted  citizen,  Mr.  Allibert,  of  New  Orleans,  who  was  arrested 
early  in  August  as  an  ^^insoumis/'  tried  on  the  15th  of  October  by  a 
petty  ^^conseil  de  guerre j'*  and  condemned  to  a  month's  imprisonment. 

Document  No.  1. — My  letter  to  General  Hacquet,  commander-in- 
chief  of  this  ninth  military  division  of  the  empire,  which  will  fiiUy 
explain  the  details  of  this  extraordinary  affair.  I  requested  Mr.  Alli- 
bert not  to  appeal;  if  done,  it  would  be  acknowledging  the  right  of  a 
petty  military  court  to  try  an  American  citizen.  The  court  of  revision 
at  Paris  (see  Document  No.  3)  annulled  the  decision  of  a  month's 
prison,  and  gave  orders  for  a  new  trial  at  Toulon.  It  has  been  inti- 
mated to  me  from  a  high  source,  **it  has  been  so  decided  to  have  Mr. 
Allibert  liberated."  He  left  here  last  evening  for  Toulon,  in  the 
expectation  that  the  new  trial  would  take  place  this  week. 

Document  No.  2. — General  Hacquet's  letter  to  me  in  reply  to  mine 
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of  the  16th  of  October.  If  it  had  depended  on  the  general,  no  trial 
would  have  taken  place,  as  he  remarked  to  me  on  the  15th  of  August: 
'^Comme  une  preuve  de  la  confianoe  et  de  Testime  qui  j'ai  pour  vous, 
je  suis  charme  d'avoir  I'occasion  de  vous  en  donner  une  preuve  et  je 
donnerai  Tordre  que  Monsieur  AUibert  soit  mis  en  liberte  sans  caution, 
ni  sans  £tre  tenue  de  fournir  un  remplacement,  mais  seulement  en  sa 
qualite  de  citoyen  des  Etats-Unis."  [As  an  evidence  of  the  confidence 
and  esteem  which  I  have  for  you — and  I  am  pleased  at  having  an 
opportunity  of  affording  you  evidence  thereof — I  shall  give  orders  that 
Monsieur  AUibert  be  set  at  liberty,  without  security  and  without  being 
required  to  ftirnish  a  substitute,  but  merely  in  his  character  as  a. 
citizen  of  the  United  States."]  Unfortunately,  the  prefect  of  the 
Sasses  Alpes  had  sent  the  affair  to  Paris,  and  no  action  could  be  taken 
except  from  that  quarter,  which  has  caused  this  affair  to  linger  in  so 
strange  a  manner. 

Document  No.  3. — Letter  from  Mr.  Carpentin,  commiasaire  du 
ffouvememeni. 

Document  No.  4. — Letter  from  Colonel  Count  de  Sercey,  chef  d'etat- 
major,  of  18th  September,  handing  extracts  of  the  minister  of  war's 
instructions  of  15th,  same,  in  regard  to  this  affair,  which  positively 
state  that  Mr.  AUibert  should  be  released  if  the  proofs  were  as  repre- 
sented; all  which  was  fully  justified — admitted  by  the  "coiweit  de 
guerre''  to  be  correct.  Notwithstanding  these  orders,  this  tribunal 
condemned  him !  The  commiasaire  du  gouvernement,  some  days  after 
the  decision,  told  me  if  an  honorable  Senator  of  the  United  States 
Senate  should  visit  this  country,  and  it  were  proved  that  he  was  an 
*'in80umis,"  he  would  be  arrested  by  the  gens  d'armes. 

Document  No.  5. — My  letter  to  the  Hon.  William  C.  Rives,  minister 
plenipotentiary,  envoy  extraordinary,  &c.,  &c.,  at  Paris.  I  saw  that 
this  affair  would  train,  consume  great  time,  expense,  and  be  ruinous 
to  Mr.  AUibert's  business  in  New  Orleans.  Knowing  it  could  in- 
stantly be  decided  at  Paris,  there  ofdy,  I  wrote  to  the  honorable  min- 
ister ;  otherwise  I  should  not  have  done  so,  but,  on  my  own  responsi- 
bility, brought  it  to  a  close.  For  reasons  unknown  to  me,  the 
honorable  minister  appears  not  to  have  taken  notice  of  it,  as  he  has 
not  replied  to  me  in  the  cause  of  a  suffering  countryman.  His  motives 
may  be  judicious — a  dread  to  come  in  contact  with  the  imperial  gov- 
ernment, as  it  might  interfere  with  other  views.  It  would,  however, 
have  been  a  satisfaction  to  me  if  the  honorable  minister  had  replied 
to  me. 

Document  No.  6. — A  few  introductory  lines,  for  Mr.  AUibert,  to  the 
United  States  vice-consul  at  Toulon,  which  I  gave  to  show  that  I  con- 
tinue to  act  with  a  firm  determination  to  protect  an  American  citizen. 

Mr.  AUibert  has  been  treated  with  such  crying  injustice,  as  well  as 
gross  insult  also  to  our  country,  that  I  think  an  ^^ amende  honorable** 
IS  not  only  due,  but  that  he  should  be  compensated  for  his  heavy 
expenses,  wanton  loss  of  time,  and  the  disgrace  of  imprisonment. 

Unacquainted  with  the  law  of  nations  on  this  subject,  so  familiar  to 
the  honorable  Secretary,  I  respectfully  touch  on  this  delicate  question. 

I  have  a  voluminous  correspondence,  which  I  do  not  send,  as  the 
above  documents  will  fully  explain  the  nature  of  the  afiair. 
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I  noticed  in  the  French  papers  that  a  similar  call  lately  took  place 
in  another  quarter  of  France.  The  ^Hnsoumis''  had  been  naturalized 
in  the  United  States;  he  was  tried,  condemned,  and  obliged  to  serve 
in  the  French  army.  I  should  be  pleased  to  have  decided  instructions, 
as  I  am  nothing  but  a  consul — no  diplomatic  powers.  I  will,  how- 
ever, carry  out,  to  the  full  extent,  whatever  I  may  be  ordered  by  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  very  obedient 
servant, 

JOHN  L.  HODGE, 
United  States  Consul  at  Marseilles. 

The  Hon .  Secretary  of  State. 


Document  No.  1. 


Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Marseilles,  October  16,  1852. 

Sir  :  As  general-in-chief  of  this  ninth  military  division,  which  dis- 
tinguished command  you  have  filled  in  so  honorable  a  manner  to  your- 
self and  country,  so  universally  esteemed  have  you  been,  owing  to 
your  course  of  strict  justice,  that  I  feel  a  confidence  in  addressing  you, 
and  placing  before  you  the  details  of  the  arrest,  trial,  and  condemna- 
tion by  a  ^^conseil  de  guerre,"  as  it  is  called,  of  an  American  citizen, 
on  the  plea  that  he  is  an  ^^insoumis,*'  and  subject  to  the  laws  of 
France. 

Mr.  L.  Allibert,  a  native  of  the  Basses  Alpes,  embarked,  in  1838, 
at  Marseilles  for  the  United  States,  a  youth  under  eighteen  years  of 
age,  fully  authorized,  having  a  passport  from  the  mayor  of  this  city. 
In  1841,  he  applied  to  the  United  States  district  court,  sitting  in  New 
Orleans,  to  become  a  citizen,  renouncing  all  allegiance  to  the  then 
reigning  monarch,  Louis  Philippe.  After  the  usual  term,  as  pre- 
scribed by  law,  five  years'  residence,  proof  of  good  conduct,  &c.,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  rights  of  an  American  citizen.  Absent  from  this 
country  fourteen  years,  little  intercourse  with  his  family,  anxious  to 
see  his  venerable  father,  he  left  New  Orleans,  with  a  regular  passport, 
French  consul's  vise,  also  the  original  certificate  of  naturalization , 
dated  July  10,  1846.  As  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  he  did  not 
anticipate  any  molestation  in  France.  He  passed  through  this  city. 
On  arriving  at  his  father's  residence.  Basses  Alpes,  he  was  imme- 
diately arrested  as  an  insoumis  of  1839.  Since  August  16  he  has  been 
in  charge  of  gens  d*armes,  or  having  his  father,  a  wealthy  proprietaire, 
as  security  that  he  would  not  quit  France,  but  be  forthcoming  at  his 
trial.  This  security  I  as  consul  had  previously  declined  giving, 
knowing  him  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  as  such  entitl^ 
to  protection  while  on  the  soil  of  a  friendly  nation.  Orders  were 
given  to  bring  him  to  trial.  On  the  6th  instant  he  was  fully  interro- 
gated before  the  juge  d' instruction,  I  being  present.  After  the  exam- 
ination,  aa  the  proofs  were  so  clear  of  his  being  an  American  citizen, 
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in  addition  to  which  was  presented  a  letter  from  the  honorable  secre- 
tary of  war,  dated  Paris,  September  15,  1862,  saying:  ^^This  man, 
by  the  fact  of  his  naturalization,  has  lost  the  quality  of  a  Frenchman, 
and  is  consequently  incapable  of  serving  among  the  French  troops." 
Again :  'Hhat  he  is  now  covered  by  the  limitation  of  three  years,  (article 
638  of  the  CJode  of  Criminal  Prosecution,)  which  period  commenced  on 
the  day  in  which  AUibert,  becoming  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
lost  his  quality  of  Frenchman,  and  ceased  to  be  liable  to  the  obligation 
to  serve.  In  the  present  state  of  things,  if  AUibert  brings  proof  of 
an  act  of  naturalization,  dated  the  10th  of  January,  1846,  the  court- 
martial  (conseil  de  guerre)  must  make  this  act  and  article  638  of  the 
Code  of  Criminal  Prosecution  the  basis  of  its  action,  and  simply  acquit 
him  of  the  charges  made  against  him."  All  which  were  fully  justifiey 
and  no  attention  paid  thereto.  I  was  also  told,  at  the  first  meeting, 
by  the  juge  d' instruction,  that  no  further  difficulties  would  present; 
not  necessary  for  me  to  appear  before  le  conseil  de  guerre,  to  sit  on  the 
15th  instant.  Yesterday,  however,  I  accompanied  Mr.  AUibert,  being 
the  day  designated,  and  was  informed,  before  the  opening  of  the  court, 
by  Monsieur  Carpentin,  commissaire  du  gaavememeni,  that  it  was  use- 
less for  the  consul  to  remain  in  the  court,  seeing  that  the  affair  of  Mr. 
AUibert  was  quite  plain ;  that  he  would  be  acquitted  of  the  charges 
against  him.  I  consequently  left  the  Fort  St.  Nicholas  under  the  full 
belief  that  it  was  a  mere  form  to  be  observed,  and  that  Monsieur  AUibert 
would  be  immediately  restored  to  liberty.  Late  in  the  afternoon.  Mon- 
sieur Carpentin  called  at  the  consulate,  informed  me  that  Monsieur  AUi- 
bert had  been  tried  and  condemned  to  a  months'  imprisonment ;  that  he 
had  the  privUege  of  an  appeal  to  another  conseil  du  guerre,  "which,  if 
it  confirmed  the  sentence  of  the  first  court,  he  could  carry  the  appeal  to 
the  courts  of  revision  and  of  cassation,' '  giving  to  him  three  years  time. 
I  observed  to  Monsieur  Carpentin,  the  condemnation  and  imprisonment 
of  an  American  citizen  as  an  ^^insoumis,"  admitting,  as  this  military 
court  did,  that  he  was  an  American  citizen,  would  be  viewed  by  my 
government  in  an  unfriendly  light ;  could  not  fail  to  call  forth  a  grave 
national  question ;  that  when  we  were  in  our  infancy  as  a  nation, 
without  an  ally,  as  combined  Europe  was  encamped  in  France,  we 
waged  war  with  the  mighty  Britain  for  the  rights  of  our  adopted  citi- 
zens ;  that  this  powerful  nation  had  abandoned  the  vaunted  right, 
*'  that  born  a  British  subject,  always  so,"  and  liable  to  the  laws  of  the 
mother  country  ;  and  never  again  would  that  great  empire  presume  to 
enforce  such  pretensions,  as  this  right  of  naturalization  was  so  strongly 
ingrafted  on  the  minds  of  our  people  that  it  would  not  be  renounce<l  if 
united  Europe  armed  against  us.  After  a  long  interview,  Monsieur 
Carpentin  observed  that  he  would  do  all  in  his  power  to  have  Monsieur 
AUibert  liberated;  that  three  or  four  hours'  detention  could  not  be 
considered  as  being  in  prison.  Soon  after.  Monsieur  AUibert,  being 
released,  made  his  appearance  ;  told  me  he  had  been  incarcerated  in  a 
filthy  caserne;  that  Monsieur  Carpentin,  commissaire  du  gouvemement, 
who  had  informed  me  that  my  presence  at  the  conseil  du  guerre  would 
not  be  required,  as  it  was  so  simple  an  affair,  was  the  person  decidedly 
opposed  to  him.  In  stating  to  me  the  terms  of  the  appeal,  I  requested 
him  not  to  accept  them — as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  as  he  was 
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in  France — to  abide  by  any  forced  constructions  a  military  tribunal 
might  please  to  decree  ;  to  trust  to  the  protection  of  his  adopted  conn- 
try,  as  ne  was  the  same,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  as  if  born  on  the  soil. 
As  Mr.  AUibert  had  been  ordered  to  return  to  the  fort  St.  Nich«» 
olas  at  9  o'clock  in  the  morning,  I  accompanied  him.  He  declined,  in 
compliance  with  my  request,  to  sign  the  papers  prepared  for  the  appeal, 
as  I  would  not  admit  that  such  a  tribunal  had  the  right  to  judge  an 
American  citizen.  We  were  told  by  Monsieur  Carpentin  that  the 
judgment,  &c.,  would  be  sent  to  Paris,  and  no  fiirtner  steps  taken 
before  orders  were  received  from  the  minister  of  war.  And  I,  as  con- 
sul of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  the  name  of  my  government,  in 
the  most  decided  manner,  do  protest  against  this  decision  of  a  military 
court,  being  in  violation  of  the  law  of  nations  which  admits  of  natural- 
ization. I  protest  against  this  military  decision  as  violating  the  sacred 
rights  of  an  American  citizen,  guarantied  by  an  act  of  Congress,  and 
confirmed  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  American  people.  I  protest 
against  it  as  in  opposition  to  the  code  of  the  great  Napoleon,  chap. 
2.  "  The  quality  of  a  Frenchman  is  lost,  1st,  by  naturalization  ac- 
quired in  a  foreign  country  ;  2d,  by  the  acceptance,  not  authorized  by 
tne  Emperor,  of  public  functions  conferred  by  a  foreign  government ; 
and  3d  and  last,  by  any  settlement  in  a  foreign  country  without  inten- 
tion of  returning."  I  protest  against  it  as  violating  the  sacred  rights 
of  hospitality  towards  an  American  citizen,  which  this  very  decision 
admits  him  to  be,  at  the  same  time  condemns  him  to  an  ignominious 
imprisonment  for  having  separated  himself  from  the  land  of  his  birth. 
After  thus  disgracing  him,  he  is  to  have  the  privilege,  granted  by  this 
military  court,  to  emoark  for  the  United  States  with  the  mil  rights  of  an 
American  citizen,  not  again  to  be  molested  if  he  should  return  to  France. 
I  beg  leave  to  place  before  you,  as  it  is  applicable  in  the  present  affair, 
extracts  of  a  correspondence  I  had  with  the  legal  authorities  residing 
in  this  city,  in  regard  to  an  American  citizen  arrested  two  years  ago, 
under  a  similar  charge.  *' Monsieur  Bellarger,  chef  du  service  de 
V arrondisaement  maratime  de  MarseUley"  appears  to  think  the  United 
States  have  no  right  of  naturalizing  French  citizens  so  as  to  prevent 
the  mother  country  claiming  their  services.  In  the  United  States  a 
naturalized  citizen  is  the  same  in  the  eyes  of  the  law,  decidedly  so  in 
the  feelings  of  the  country,  as  if  born  on  the  soil.  The  present  Secre- 
tary of  State,  the  Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  one  of  the  first  jurisconsults 
of  the  present  age,  declared,  on  the  20th  May,  1851,  alluding  to  the 
correspondence  with  Lord  Ashburton,  English  embassador,  who  nego- 
tiated the  late  treaty  between  the  two  countries:  "On  that  occasion 
it  was  decided  that  every  man  on  board  of  an  American  vessel,  whether 
mercantile  or  naval,  was  protected  by  the  flag  of  America,  no  matter 
what  brogue  was  on  his  tongue ;  if  the  stars  and  stripes  were  over  him, 
he  was  for  that  purpose  an  American  citizen,  and  from  that  day  to 
this  we  have  heard  of  no  pretensions  on  the  part  of  the  British  govern- 
ment that  it  could  send  an  oflScer  on  board  of  an  American  ship  and 
take  from  her  any  human  being  whatsoever,  and  never  shall." 

Lord  Ashburton  stated:  "I  must  admit  that,  when  a  British  sub- 
ject— Irish^  English,  or  Welsh — becomes  an  American,  and  claims  no 
longer  the  protection  of  his  country,  his  own  country  has  no  right  to 
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call  him  a  subject,  and  put  him  in  a  position  to  make  war  on  his 
adopted  country." 

I  hand  the  full  extracts  to  show  how  a  naturalized  citizen  is  the 
same  as  a  native.  In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  we  have  two 
Senators  of  foreign  birth,  the  Hon.  Pierre  Soule,  a  native  of  France, 
and  Hon.  Patrick  Shields,  a  native  of  Ireland.  Has  France  or  Eng- 
land any  claim  on  these  citizens?  No  more  than  on  the  immortal 
ashes  of  Q^orge  Washington,  the  fkther  of  his  country.  Dear  and 
sacred  as  are  these  sleeping  ashes  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
they  are  not  more  so  than  the  rights  of  an  adopted  citizen^  if  an  attempt 
were  made  to  violate.  By  the  Code  Napoleon,  France  permits  her 
citizens  to  be  naturalized  by  other  nations ;  she  also  naturalizes — wit- 
ness the  leading  mercantile  houses  of  Marseilles,  the  Greeks,  Swiss, 
Italians^  and  others — and,  without  doubt,  she  would  protect  them. 
As  the  person  alluded  to  was  released,  I  presume,  owing  to  the  advice 
of  that  distinguished  lawyer,  Mons.  Dufour,  who  was  at  that  time 
procureur  de  la  repvhliquey  I  made  no  mention  of  it  to  my  government. 
In  this  afiair,  owing  to  the  extraordinary  powers  assumed  by  a  mili-> 
tary  court,  in  judging  and  condemning  an  American  citizen  as  if  he 
were  a  Frenchman,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  place  all  the  details  before 
the  government  at  Washington,  which  I  shall  do  in  a  frank  manner. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  very  obedient 
servant, 

JOHN  L.  HODGE, 
United  States  Consul  at  Marseilles. 

General  Hecquet, 

General  of  Division  Com'g  the  Ninth  Military  Division^ 

Grand  Cross  of  the  Legion  of  Honor ^  dtc,  al  Marseilles. 


Document  No.  5. 


Consulate  of  the  United  States  op  America, 

Marseilles,  October  25,  1852. 

Sir:  Permit  me  to  place  before  you  the  inclosed  documents.  No.  1, 
my  letter  of  the  16th  instant  to  Gen.  Hecquet,  commandant  de  %me 
division  mUitaire.  1  regret  it  is  so  long.  Being  a  grave  national 
question,  the  arrest,  trial,  and  condemnation  of  an  American  citizen, 
Mr.  AUibert,  of  New  Orleans,  as  an  ^Hnsoumis,*'  to  me  it  appeared 
advisable  to  state  all  the  details,  his  departure  from  this  country  with 
a  French  passport^  his  naturalization  in  the  United  States,  residence 
of  fourteen  years,  his  return  to  France,  arrest,  trial,  and  condemnation 
by  a  conseil  de  guerrCj  which  acknowledges  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  at  the  same  time  punishes  him  as  an  ^Hnsoumis:'*  mj 
decided  protest  against  the  proceedings,  giving  my  reasons  for  so  doing, 
expressing  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  the  IJnited  States  in  regard  to 
our  adopted  citizens,  as  I  wished  to  show  how  strongly  ingrafted  this 
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sacred  right  is  on  the  minds  of  our  people.  Being  a  great  national 
question  is  my  apology  for  the  long  document  to  so  high  a  functionary 
as  the  commander-in-chief  of  this  department.  I  cannot  avoid  request- 
ing your  kind  indulgence  in  my  sending  to  you  the  rough  document^ 
as  I  have  not  the  time  to  write  a  fair  copy.  It  is,  however,  with 
trifling  corrections,  the  same  as  the  original. 

No.  2.   Gen.  Hecquet's  letter  of  the  22d  instant,  in  reply. 

No.  3.  Letter  from  Mons.  Carpentin,  le  commisaaire  du  gouvememerU 
pres  le  conseil  de  guerre,  which  advises  that  the  conseil  de  revision 
annuls  the  decision,  refers  the  affair  to  another  conseil  de  guerre  to  he 
held  at  Toulon.  In  an  interview  this  afternoon  with  Mr.  Carpentin 
and  the  colonel.  Count  de  Sersey,  chef  d*etat-majorj  they  intimated  to 
me  that  they  thought  it  was  done  to  have  a  favorable  decision.  This, 
however,  in  no  way  alters  the  assumed  right  to  try  an  American 
citizen  in  France.  In  the  course  of  conversation  I  mentioned  that  the 
honorable  Pierre  Soule,  an  United  States  Senator,  I  understood,  was 
in  the  same  position,  an  ^^insoumis,'*  Both  asserted,  if  he  came  here, 
he  would  be  arrested  by  the  gens  d*armes.  I  could  not  but  express 
my  feelings  on  the  subject,  as  to  me  it  appeared  more  audacious  than 
when  Britain  dared  to  impress  our  seamen,  and  shows  the  necessity  of 
proving  to  France,  as  we  have  to  England,  that  we  will  protect  our 
citizens,  ^^coute  que  coute,"  As  this  affair  has  been  so  long  in  sus- 
pense, a  prospect  of  its  continuance,  I  hand  the  documents  to  enable 
you  to  demand  justice  at  headquarters,  as  the  proceedings  are  so  extra- 
ordinary ;  violating  the  law  of  nations,  the  sacred  rights  of  an  American 
citizen;  also,  so  injurious  to  Mr.  AUibert  as  a  merchant,  whose  business 
at  New  Orleans  is  now  suffering,  owing  to  his  forcible  detention  in  this 
country.  I  was  led  to  believe,  from  what  Gen.  Hecquet  told  to  me  on 
15th  August,  that  Mr.  AUibert  would  immediately  be  released.  It 
appears  that  the  affair  had  then  been  sent  to  Paris,  and  was  no  longer 
under  his  control.  When  the  letter  from  the  honorable  secretary  of 
war  was  received,  no  doubt  remained  on  my  mind,  confirmed  by  what 
Mons.  Carpentin,  commissaire,  told  to  me.  In  opposition  to  all  these 
strong  appearances  the  business  is  again  postponed,  and  to  your  superior 
iudgment  I  transfer  it,  well  satisfied  that  an  American  citizen,  whether 
born  on  the  soil  or  adopted,  we  know  no  difference,  will  meet  that 
protection  which  the  law  of  the  land  and  the  unanimous  voice  of  the 
people  guaranty. 

I  have  had  a  long  correspondence  with  Mr.  AUibert,  letters  from  the 
authorities,  &c.,  in  regard  to  this  affair,  which  I  do  not  send  to  you, 
as  I  think  my  letter  of  16th  instant  so  clear,  and  will  enable  you  to 
act  as  you  may  judge  proper. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  very  obedient 
servant, 

JOHN  L.  HODGE, 

United  States  Consul. 

Hon.  William  C.  Rivbs, 

Minister  Plenipotentiary,  Envoy  Extraordinary,  dkc, ,  dec, , 

from  the  United  States,  at  Paris. 
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Mr,  Hodge  to  Mr.  Everett, 

[Extract.] 

No.  IT-l  Consulate  op  the  United  States  of  America, 

Marseilles,  December  31,  1852. 

Sir:  In  my  dispatch.  No.  16,  of  the  22d  ultimo,  I  gave  full  details 
of  the  arrest,  &c.,  of  Mr.  AUibert,  an  American  citizen.  I  have  now 
the  satisfaction  to  inform  the  depai*tment  that  on  the  second  trial  before 
"  te  conseil  de  guerre  d  Toidon,''  he  was  unantmotisly  acquitted,  which 
I  attribute  to  the  decided  stand  I  early  took  in  this  usurped  attempt  on 
the  part  of  a  French  tribunal  to  judge  an  American  citizen  as  an 
"iiwawmw."  If  Mr.  AUibert  had  found  no  protection,  as  occurred  in 
a  similar  case  in  another  quarter  of  France,  he  would  have  been  con- 
demned, and  no  appeal,  also  forced  to  enter  the  army  or  to  have  found 
a  substitute ;  sucn  was  the  judgment  with  the  above-mentioned 
^^inaoumis,"  So  certain  did  Mr.  Allibert  appear  to  view  his  own  fate, 
that  he  proposed  to  find  the  substitute,  which  I  would  not  permit. 
My  protest  was  sent  to  Paris,  as  General  Hecquet,  commander-in-chief 
of  this  division  of  the  empire,  wrote  to  me.  The  imperial  government 
clearly  saw  if  Mr.  Allibert  were  condemned  it  would  cause  a  grave 
national  question,  the  one  so  dear  to  the  American  people.  TJnder 
this  belief,  I  have  no  doubt,  orders  were  sent  to  the  conseil  de  guerre 
to  release  him,  which  now  t^ni.  forever  establishes  the  right  of  a  Frenchr 
man,  even  an  insoumis,  to  be  naturalized  in  the  United  States.  This 
affair  I  engaged  in,  carried  on,  finally  succeeded,  on  my  own  respon- 
sibility, as  the  envoy  extraordinary,  minister,  &c.,  at  Paris,  did  not 
reply  to  my  letters  on  the  subject.  My  friends  of  the  consular  corps 
and  of  the  high  imperial  authorities,  known  to  be  very  friendly  to  me, 
all  advised  me  not  to  embark  in  it ;  said  France  will  never  abandon 
the  right  over  her  citizens,  certainly  not  with  those  who  come  under 
the  conscription,  as  it  would  encourage  parents  having  means  to  send 
their  sons  to  the  United  States  to  be  naturalized,  consequently  deprive 
the  country  of  the  services  of  the  educated,  injure  the  high  standing, 
talents,  discipline,  and  pride  of  the  army ;  that  I  would  be  mortified 
by  certain  defeat.  I  told  them  that  my  country  did  not  know  the  word 
defeat.  If  I,  as  a  commercial  consul,  were  not  able  to  protect  him,  the 
United  States  would  do  so  ^^oo&te  que  co&te,'*  I  hope  that  my  con- 
duct in  this  affair  will  meet  the  [approbation]  of  my  government.  I 
have  acted  from  the  best  of  my  judgment,  in  the  firm  belief  it  was  my 
duty,  as  certainly  my  feelings  dictated,  to  protect  an  American  citizen. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  very  obedient 
servant, 

JOHN  L.  HODGE, 
United  States  Consul  ai  Marseilles. 
Hon.  Edward  Everett, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Mr.  Everett  to  Mr,  Hodge. 

[Extract.] 

Depaktment  of  Statb, 

Washington^  March  3,  1853. 

gjj^.  4i  4(  :|c  :|c  4(  4t  4e 

The  department  is  gratified  to  learn  that  Mr.  Allibert,  whose  arrest 
and  imprisonment  as  an  ^^insoumiSy**  although  a  naturalized  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  was  mentioned  in  your  communication,  has  been 
released.  This  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  firm  and  decided  stand, 
maintained  throughout  the  long  controversy,  in  your  official  corre- 
spondence with  the  local  authorities  on  the  subject. 

It  is  much  to  be  desired  that  this  case  may  be  considered  a  precedent, 
as  you  intimate,  and  that  hereafter  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United 
States  may  visit  France  without  danger  of  arrest  for  military  service. 
In  this  event  a  fruitful  source  of  irritation  and  unfriendly  feeling  will 
be  avoided. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  seryant, 

EDWARD  EVERETT. 
John  L.  Hodgb, 

United  States  Consul j  Marseilles ^  France. 


Mr.  Hodge  to  Mr.  Marcy. 

[Extract.] 


No.  19.]  Mabsbilles,  April  12,  1853. 

Sir  :  I  was  highly  gratified  on  the  reception  of  the  letter  of  2d  March, 
addressed  to  me  by  the  ex-Secretary  of  State,  the  honorable  Edward 
Everett,  as  he  approved  of  the  manner  I  had  conducted  the  ^*  Allibert 
affair."  I  should  be  much  flattered  if  the  present  distinguished  head 
of  the  State  Department  would  give  it  a  bird's-eye  perusal.  In  this 
city  the  favorable  termination  gave  great  satisfEtction  to  the  consular 
corps,  as  no  one  anticipated  such  a  result;  at  the  same  time,  great 
mortification  to  the  ^'imperial  dignitaries,"  as  it  yielded  so  important 
a  ri^ht  to  permit  even  an  ^^insoumis"  to  expatriate  himself,  to  become 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  thus  escape  conscription.  It  proved, 
as  all  proclaimed,  the  great  desire  of  France  to  cultivate  the  friendship 
of  the  united  States.  Such  an  acquittal  would  not  have  been  tolerated, 
in  the  first  trial  of  this  important  question,  to  any  other  power  ;  now 
it  has  been  acknowledged,  and  all  intend  to  claim  it.  If  this  decision 
were  made  known  in  the  United  States,  it  would  perhaps  enable  many 
naturalized  citizens,  who  are  in  the  same  position,  "tjwoumw,"  to 
visit  this  country,  now  under  the  dread,  if  they  come  here,  of  arrest 
and  bein^  sent  to  the  army.  The  right  of  claiming  ''  insoumis*'  was 
so  fully  ingrafted  in  the  minds  of  Frenchmen  that  the  ^^Juge  d'tV 
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gtructwn^'*  the  ^^conseU  de  auerrey"  and  ^^Mons.  le  commiasaire  du 
gouvemementj"  as  Mons.  Allibert  had  mentioned  that  the  Hon.  Pierre 
Soiil^,  Senator  of  the  United  States,  was  an  "iTwowmw,"  told  me 
if  he  came  to  France  that  he  would  be  arrested  by  the  gens  d'armes,  I 
could  not  but  express  my  opinion  very  freely  in  reply  to  this  vapor- 
ing threat  of  these  usurped  lawgivers,  as  I  did  during  the  long  and 
tedious  affair,  from  August  to  the  last  of  December,  as  I,  individually, 
felt  assured  my  government  and  the  people  would  support  me  ^^coute 
qvke  ooiUe." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  L.  HODGE, 
United  States  Consul  at  Marseilles. 
Hon.  William  L.  Marcy, 

Secretary  of  State,  cfec,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Marcy  to  Mr.  Campbell. 

Department  of  Statb^ 
Washington,  Septernber  8,  1854. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  addressed  to> 
this  department  by  John  J.  Wendell,  a  highly  respectable  gentleman, 
of  Albany,  New  York,  expressing  apprehensions  that  Mr.  Johannes 
Van  Beuren,  a  son  of  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and 
who  has  himself  become  naturalized  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the 
14th  of  April,  1802,  may  be  impressed  into  the  Dutch  army  or  navy» 
It  is  desirable  that,  if  possible,  this  should  be  prevented,  and  as 
Johannes  is  supposed  to  be  at  Rotterdam,  or  in  its  vicinity,  you  will 
do  anything  which  you  properly  can  for  that  purpose.  It  is  not  deem- 
ed necessary  to  raise  or  discuss  the  question  of  the  right  of  the  Dutch 
government  to  the  services  of  Johannes,  notwithstanding  his  naturali- 
zation in  this  country.  The  expediency  of  exercising  this  right,  if 
not  the  existence  of  the  right,  even  in  a  time  of  war,  has  heretofore 
been  zealously  disputed  by  this  government.  If,  however,  for  argu- 
ment's sake  only,  the  right  in  the  abstract  were  to  be  acknowledged, 
it  is  deemed  unadvisable  to  enforce  or  to  assert  it  when  Holland  is  at 
peace  with  all  the  world.  You  will  consequently  make  these  circum- 
stances known  to  the  Dutch  authorities,  and,  if  necessary,  you  will 
communicate  with  Mr^  Belmont  on  the  subject,  transmitting  to  him  a 
copy  of  this  letter.  You  will  also  send  Jonannes  to  the  United  States, 
if  lie  should  be  willing  to  return,  and  if  you  can  take  that  course 
without  interfering  with  his  engagements  or  without  any  other  charge 
to  the  government  than  that  authorized  by  law. 
I  am,  -sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  MARCY. 

William  8.  Campbell,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  Rotterdam. 
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Mr.  Schleiden  io  Mr,  Cass. 

Bremen  Legation, 
New  York,  5  University  Place^  October  23, 1858. 

Most  of  the  German  States  require  of  all  their  subjects  a  certain 
amount  of  military  service,  and  each  State  is  bound  by  a  convention, 
concluded  in  Frankfort-on-the-Main  on  the  10th  of  February,  1831,  to 
arrest  and  surrender  any  deserter  from  such  military  service  when 
found  within  its  boundaries  and  claimed  by  his  government.  In  a 
similar  way  there  exist  conventions  for  the  mutual  delivery  of  fugitives 
from  justice  between  all  the  Grerman  States. 

During  the  last  years  cases  have  occurred  more  than  once  that  such 
deserters  or  fugitives  from  justice,  who  in  the  mean  time  had  become 
naturalized  citizens  of  the  U  nited  States,  have  been  indiscreet  enough 
to  return  to  Germany  without  having  beforehand  obtained  a  pardon 
from  the  government  of  their  native  country,  and  have  in  passing 
through  Bremen  on  their  way  to  the  interior  of  Germany,  or  on  their 
return  to  the  United  States,  been  claimed  by  the  government  of  their 
native  State,  from  the  laws  of  which  they  had  escaped. 

Demands  of  this  kind  put  the  government  of  Bremen  in  the  dis- 
agreeable position,  either  to  be  suspected  by  its  German  confederates 
of  not  complying  with  the  treaty  stipulations  in  regard  to  the  delivery 
of  deserters  and  fugitives  from  justice,  or  to  surrender  a  naturalized 
citizen  of  the  United  States  to  another  government  notwithstanding  its 
friendljT  feelings  for  the  great  sister  republic  and  the  earnest  remon- 
strations  of  the  American  consul.  The  Bremen  government  must  of 
course  reserve  to  itself  the  right  of  deciding  such  cases  according  to 
their  merits,  and  would  not  more  hesitate  to  surrender  a  naturalized 
American  citizen  than  the  citizen  of  any  other  country,  where  the 
circumstances  justify  such  a  course.  Anxious,  however,  to  avoid  if 
possible  even  the  appearance  of  disregarding  the  rights  of  American 
citizens,  the  Bremen  Senate  has  deemed  it  proper  to  direct  its  under- 
signed minister  resident  to  call  the  attention  of  tne  honorable  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  United  States  to  this  subject,  and  to  submit  the  following 
observations  to  his  consideration : 

It  is  believed  to  be  the  acknowledged  policy  of  the  United  States 
government  not  to  interfere  in  behalf  of  any  naturalized  citizen  who, 
having  left  his  native  country  without  permission,  as  a  deserter  from 
military  service  or  as  a  fugitive  from  justice,  afterwards  returns  to  the 
same,  and  thereby  renders  himself  amenable  to  the  laws  he  had  violated 
before  becoming  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  If  this  be  the  adopted 
policy  of  the  United  States,  it  seems  to  be  only  a  simple  consequence 
of  the  said  principle,  that  it  would  also  not  be  competent  for  this 
government  to  protect  its  naturalized  citizens  from  the  operation  of  the 
laws  of  their  native  country  in  case  they  should  go  to  another  foreign 
country  which  by  treaty  is  bound  to  surrender  them,  on  application, 
to  their  native  State  as  deserters  or  fugitives  from  justice. 

The  Bremen  government  is  confident  that  these  are  the  views  taken 
by  the  United  States  government  in  regard  to  immigrants  who  have 
declared  their  intention  to  become  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  who 
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r^illy  have  been  naturalized  as  such,  and  who  afterwards  bid  defiance 
to  the  laws  of  their  native  country.  The  principles  here  laid  down 
have,  however,  for  aught  known,  never  been  embodied  in  any  law  of 
the  United  States,  or  any  published  general  regulations  of  the  State 
Department.  The  present,  as  well  as  former  American  consuls  at 
Bremen,  have,  therefore,  in  cases  like  those  mentioned  above,  sought 
to  extend  their  protection  to  naturalized  fellow-citizens  of  theirs,  a 
demand  for  the  surrender  of  whom  had  been  made  by  some  other 
Crerman  government.  Though  the  Bremen  Senate  has,  out  of  courtesy, 
never  hesitated  to  answer  any  representations  made  in  a  courteous 
manner  in  behalf  of  such  American  citizens,  and  though  in  all  cases 
which  hitherto  have  occurred,  it  has  been  able  to  decline  for  some 
reason  or  other  the  surrender  of  any  American  citizen  claimed  as  a 
desertor  or  fugitive  from  justice,  it  wishes  to  avoid  entering  into  any 
discussion  with  the  American  consul  in  regard  to  so  delicate  a  matter, 
or  even  justifying  to  any  one  but  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State 
himself  its  action,  in  case  it  should  feel  itself  under  the  obligation  of 
surrendering  an  American  citizen  to  one  of  its  German  con^erates. 
The  undersigned  has,  therefore,  in  the  name  of  his  government,  to 
request  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  that  he 
may  be  pleased  to  inform  him  whether  the  views  taken  in  this  com- 
munication in  regard  to  the  protection  which  naturalized  American 
citizens,  deserters,  or  fugitives  from  justice  from  their  native  country, 
can  claim  in  foreign  countries,  are  these  of  the  United  States  govern- 
ment, and  if  so,  to  instruct  the  American  representatives  abroad, 
particularly  the  United  States  consul  at  Bremen,  accordingly. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  the  honor- 
able General  Lewis  Cass  renewed  assurances  of  his  high-consideration. 

R.  SCHLEIDEN. 

Hon.  General  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States^  Washington,  D,  (7. 


Mr,  Appleton  to  Mr.  Ten  Brook, 

Department  op  State, 
Washington,  March  12,  1859. 

Sib  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication  addressed  to  Hon. 
J.  H.  Jewett,  a  representative  in  the  Thirty-fifth  Congress  from  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  by  A.  Whittleshofer,  in  which  he  states  that  he 
emigrated  from  Bavaria  to  the  United  States  in  1846,  and  subse- 
quently took  the  requisite  steps  to  become  an  American  citizen.  He 
now  desires  to  revisit  Bavaria  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  his  aged 
mother,  and  wishes  to  obtain  permission  from  the  Bavarian  authori- 
ties for  that  purpose  without  exposing  himself  to  the  danger  of  being 
impressed  into  the  military  service  of  his  native  country. 

1  ou  are  requested  to  make  a  representation  of  the  facts  to  the  pro- 
per authorities,  and  endeavor  to  ootain,  if  not  incompatible  with  the 
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laws  and  usages  of  Bavaria^  the  permission  which  is  requested  bj 
Mr.  Whittleshofer. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  APPLETON, 

Assistant  Secretary. 
A.  Ten  Brook,  Esq., 

U.  S.  Consvi,  Munich,  Bavaria, 


Mr,  Schleiden  to  Mr.  Cass. 

Bremen  Legation, 
Washington,  D.  (7.,  March  16,  1859. 

Sir:  On  the  23d  of  October  last  I  had  the  honor  of  calling  your  at- 
tention to  the  conventions  concluded  between  all  the  German  States  in 
regard  to  the  mutual  surrender  of  deserters  from  military  service,  and 
of  criminals,  fugitives  from  justice.  I  explained  on  that  occasion  that 
these  conventions  admit  of  no  exceptions  m  favor  of  persons  who,  after 
having  in  the  meantime  become  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  are  indiscreet  enough  to  return  to  Germany  and  to  bid  defiance 
to  the  laws  of  their  native  country.  I  informed  you  that  my  govern- 
ment, although  reluctantly,  would  not  more  hesitate  to  surrender  a 
naturalized  American  citizen  than  a  citizen  of  any  other  country, 
whenever  the  circumstances  justify  such  a  course,  and  that  it  did  not 
doubt  that  the  United  States  government  would  recognize  that  Bremen 
is  fully  justified  in  doing  so,  it  being  not  competent  for  the  United 
States  to  protect  its  naturalized  citizens  from  the  operation  of  the  laws 
of  their  native  country  in  case  they  should  go  to  another  foreign  coun- 
try which  by  treaty  is  bound  to  surrender  them,  on  application,  to 
their  native  State  as  deserters  or  fugitives  from  justice.  I  finally  re- 
quested you,  in  the  name  of  my  government,  to  inform  me  whether 
these  views  meet  with  your  assent,  and,  if  so,  to  instruct  the  American 
representatives  abroad,  particularly  the  United  States  consul  at  Bre- 
men, accordingly. 

The  pressing  business  which  soon  after  devolved  upon  you  and  your 
department  in  consequence  of  the  meeting  of  Congress  has,  I  suppose, 
prevented  you  from  taking  this  matter  into  earlier  consideration,  and 
though  my  government  has,  in  its  communications  to  this  legation, 
repeatedly  expressed  its  wish  to  avoid  discussions  likely  to  arise  in 
future,  in  case  of  its  finding  itself  under  the  obligation  of  surrendering 
a  naturalized  American  citizen,  by  coming  beforehand  to  a  full  under- 
standing in  regard  to  the  principle  argued  in  my  note  of  October  23d 
last,  I  have  until  now  refrained  from  urging  a  speedy  answer  to  my 
said  communication.  Congress  having  now  adjourned,  a  dispatch  of 
my  government  just  received  makes  it,  however,  my  duty  to  call  again 
your  attention  to  the  subject  in  question. 

It  is  understood  that  your  predecessors  in  office  have  repeatedly  de- 
clared that  if  a  subject  of  any  foreign  country,  lying  under  a  legal 
obligation  in  that  country  to  perform  a  certain  amount  of  military 
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duty,  leaves  his  native  land  without  performing  that  duty  or  obtaining 
the  permission  to  emigrate,  comes  to  the  United  States  and  is  natural- 
ized,  and  afterwards,  for  any  purposes  whatever,  goes  back  to  his 
native  country,  it  is  not  competent  for  the  United  States  to  protect 
him  from  the  operation  of  the  law  of  his  native  land.     This  doctrine 
being  considered  to  be  still  that  of  the  United  States  government,  the 
only  question  remaining  is,  whether  it  does  not  follow  from  this  doc- 
trine, as  a  necessary  consequence,  that  the  United  States  government 
is  also  not  competent  to  interfere  in  behalf  of  such  a  naturalized  citi- 
zen, who,  instc^  of  returning  to  his  native  State,  goes  to  a  third 
foreign  State  which  by  treaty  is  bound  to  surrender  him  to  his  native 
country.     This  question  having  already  been  argued  in  my  note  of  the 
23d  of  October  last,  I  beg  leave  simply  to  refer  to  the  same  and  to 
submit  here  only  another  point  of  view  to  your  consideration,  which, 
as  far  as  the  relations  between  Bremen  and  the  United  States  are  con- 
cerned, will  prove  still  more  the  justice  and  equity  of  the  wish  of  my 
government  to  have  the  principle  in  question  fully  recognized  by  the 
United  States  government. 

The  preamble  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  mentions 
among  its  principal  objects,  ^  Ho  insure  domestic  tranquillity  and  to  pro- 
vide  for  the  common  defense^'*  and  according  to  article  1,  section  8, 
page  15,  Congress  has  power,  ^Ho  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia 
to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections j  and  repel  invar- 
iions."  In  the  same  manner,  the  organic  act  of  the  Germanic  Con- 
federation defines  (article  2)  its  object  as  consisting  in  ^^  preserving  the 
tdemcd  and  internal  safety  of  Germany,  and  the  independence  and 
xwviclability  of  the  several  German  States,  * '  Article  2  of  the  additional 
organic  act  of  1820,  f**  Wiener  Schluss,  Acte  vorn  15  Mai,  1820,") 
makes  it  the  duty  of  the  German  Diet  to  organize  the  military  system 
of  the  Confederation  and  to  provide  for  the  common  defense,  and  in 
pursuance  of  this  article  a  military  constitution  of  the  Germanic  Con- 
federation was  resolved  upon,  and,  on  the  9th  of  April,  1826,  declared 
an  organic  law  of  the  Confederation.  The  convention  for  the  mutual 
surrender  of  deserters  from  military  service,  concluded  between  all  thi. 
German  States,  at  Frankfort-on-the-Main,  on  the  10th  of  February, 
1831,  and  mentioned  in  my  note  of  23d  of  October  last,  is  only  one  of 
several  acts  made  for  the  purpose  of  insuring  the  objects  of  the  Con« 
federation.  A  deserter  from  the  military  service  of  Prussia,  or  of 
Hanover,  or  of  Bavaria,  or  of  any  other  German  State,  is  not  only  a 
deserter  from  the  military  service  of  his  native  State,  but  from  the 
united  army  of  the  Germanic  Confederation,  the  military  forces  of  all 
the  German  States  forming  only  parts  of  this  united  army.  He  weak- 
ens, by  his  escape,  not  only  the  power  of  defense  of  one  German  State, 
but  that  of  all,  of  Bremen  as  well  as  of  Prussia,  Hanover,  or  of  what- 
ever other  State  he  may  be  a  subject.  The  obligation  of  Bremen  to 
surrender  such  a  deserter,  when  found  within  her  territory,  to  his 
native  State  is,  therefore,  not  only  an  obligation  imposed  by  express 
treaty  stipulations,  but  also  an  obligation  clearly  in  the  own  interest 
of  Bremen.  Taking  this  view,  every  State  of  the  Germanic  Confede- 
ration to  which  a  deserter  from  the  military  service  of  any  of  them 
may  return,  after  having,  in  the  meantime,  been  naturalized  in  Amer- 
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ica,  is  to  be  considered  in  the  same  light  as  if  he  had  returned  to  his 
native  country ;  and  if  the  United  States  recognize,  as  they  do,  that  a 
naturalized  American  citizen  who  has  left  Prussia,  or  any  other  Grer- 
man  State,  without  having  performed  his  military  service,  and  without 
leave,  remains  liable  to  the  claims  of  his  native  country  to  such  ser- 
vice whenever  he  return  thither,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  thev  will    .. 
also  recognize  the  right  of  any  other  State  of  the  Germanic  Confedera-    *^ 
tion  to  enforce  such  claim  against  such  a  deserter  from  the  German     - 
army,  when  he  is  indiscreet  enough  to  venture  himself  into  any  Ger- 
man State.     If  a  soldier  or  sailor,  enlisted  in  the  United  States  army 
or  navy,  should  desert  the  service,  become  a  naturalized  citizen  of 
Bremen  or  any  other  German  State,  and  afterwards  return  to  any  one 
of  the  States  of  this  Union,  he  would  no  doubt  be  made  amenable  to    ;' 
the  military  law,  and  representations  made  in  his  behalf  by  the  gov-   "^ 
ernment  of  his  adopted  country  would  not  be  listened  to  by  the  United   ^ 
States  government.     This  case  is  virtually  the  same  as  that  of  a  de- 
serter from  the  military  service  of  any  German  State,  who,  after  having    - 
been  naturalized  in  the  United  States,  returns  to  any  one  of  the  Ger- 
man States.     For,  though  the  military  forces  of  the  several  States  of  ^ 
the  Germanic  Confederation  are,   in  time  of  peace,  under  the  sole 
command  of  the  chief  executive  of  each  State,  all  of  them  form  part  of    ' 
one  united  German  army,  the  commander-in-chief  of  which,  whenever 
called  into  active  service,  is  appointed  by  the  German  Diet,  to  which 
he  has  to  make  oath  of  obedience  as  his  only  superior  authority.  ~ 

With  reference  to  the  foregoing  observations,  I  renew  my  request, 
to  inform  me,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  whether  the  United  States  ^ 
government  approves  of  the  views  expressed  here,  and  in  my  note  of  ^ 
October  23d  last,  in  regard  to  the  protection  which  naturalized  Amer-    ^ 
ican  citizens,  deserters,  or  fugitives  from  justice  from  their  native  ^- 
country,  may  claim  in  foreien  countries.     The  republic  which  I  have  ^~ 
the  honor  of  representing,  nowever  anxious  to  preserve  its  happily  ^^ 
existing  most  friendly  relations  with  the  United  States,  cannot  allow  ^= 
that  desire  to  prevent  it  from  fulfilling  its  duties,  or  from  maintaining 
its  rights  as  one  of  the  sovereign  and  independent  States  of  the ' 
Germanic  Confederation,  and  it  will  feel  bound  to  surrender  any  "^ 
naturalized  American  citizen  to  one  of  its  confederates,  whenever  a  fair  - 
construction  of  the  special  treaties  alluded  to,  and  of  its  duties  as  a      ' 
member  of  the   Confederation,  should  leave  it  without  any  other -^ 
alternative.     In  making  these  views  of  my  government  known  to  you, 
I  trust  that  no  difference  of  opinion  can  exist  between  the  two  govern-  — 
ments  in  regard  to  this  subject,  and  that  you  will  find  it  also  in  accord- 
ance  with  your  own  views  to  give  the  necessary  instructions  in  this 
respect  to  the  United  States  representatives  abroad,  and  particularly 
to  the  United  States  consul  at  Bremen,  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  any 
future  discussions.  2 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my 
high  consideration. 

R.  SCHLEIDEN. 

Hon.  General  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  0/ State  0/ the  United  States y  Washington^  D,  C. 
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Mr,  Cass  to  Mr.  Schleiden. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  9,  1859. 

Sib:  Your  notes,  of  the  23d  of  October  and  16th  ultimo,  relative  to 
the  surrender  by  Bremen  to  other  German  States  of  naturalized  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  from  whom  military  service  may  be  claimed,  were 
duly  received,  and  have -been  taken  into  careful  consideration.  In 
reply,  I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that,  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
the  President  would  not  think  it  necessary  to  express  an  opinion  with 
respect  to  suppositious  cases.  It  is  usually  much  safer  to  consider  every 
ease  upon  its  own  merits,  and  this  is  hardly  practicable  before  the  case 
has  occurred.  Since  your  communication,  however,  refers  to  a  general 
principle,  and  is  coupled,  moreover,  with  an  intimation  that  Bremen 
will  feel  itself  free,  m  the  absence  of  any  disclaimer  by  the  United 
States,  to  regard  this  government  as  acquiescing  in  the  view  of  the 
subject  which  is  presented  in  your  letter,  it  is  deemed  expedient  to 
make  one  or  two  observations  in  reply  to  your  inquiry. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  this  government  has  acquiesced  in  the 
opinion  expressed  by  Mr.  Wheaton  that,  when  a  citizen  who  has  been 
liable  to  military  duty  leaves  his  own  country  without  permission,  and 
without  having  performed  this  duty,  and  is  naturalized  in  another 
country,  he  may  be  held  to  discharge  his  liability  whenever  he  is  found 
again  in  his  native  State.  This  opinion,  however,  is  regarded  by  this 
government  as  applying  not  to  cases  of  inchoate  liability,  but  to  cases 
only  where  the  liability  has  become  complete.  To  speak  of  a  minor  as 
liable  to  military  service  simply  because,  if  he  should  live  long  enough 
in  the  country,  he  might  become  so,  could  not  be  fairly  regarded  as  either 
appropriate  or  just.  It  is  unnecessary,  however,  to  discuss  this  dis- 
tmction  with  reference  to  your  letter,  because  your  inquiry  refers  to  a 
case  of  admitted  liability,  and  you  assert  the  right  of  Bremen  to  sur- 
render a  person  thus  liable  to  the  country  where  he  owes  service.  This 
right  you  assert  in  a  special  manner,  whenever  the  demand  is  made  by 
a  German  State. 

It  is  not  perceived  that  this  latter  consideration  changes  the  duty  of 
Bremen,  or  the  character  of  the  surrender.  Bremen  is  a  sovereign  and 
independent  State.  She  has  her  own  authorities,  and  is  represented 
abroad  by  her  own  diplomatic  and  consular  agents.  Her  alliances  are, 
therefore,  within  her  own  control,  and  in  making  conventions  with  one 
nation,  she  is  not  at  liberty  to  disregard  the  duties  which  she  owes  to 
other  nations.  She  is  under  obligations,  for  example,  by  solemn  treaty 
stipulations,  to  give  special  protection  to  persons  and  property  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  of  all  occupations,  who  may  be  in  her 
territories,  either  transient  or  dwelling  therein.  (Article  8,  convention 
of  December  20,  1827,  with  Hanseatic  republics.)  When  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States  visits  Bremen,  he  has  a  right  to  rely  upon  this  pro- 
tection ;  but  his  reliance  wholly  fails,  and  the  stipulation  becomes  of 
no  eflfect,  if  he  may  be  seized  by  the  Bremen  authorities  and  forcibly 
transferred  to  another  State,  which  demands  his  surrender  as  a  political 
refugee.  In  going*  to  Bremen  and  temporarily  residing  there,  he  binds 
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himself  to  respect  the  peace  and  order  of  that  country,  and  to  render 
obedience  to  its  laws.  While  he  does  this,  being  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  Bremen  is  bound  to  give  him  her  protection.  She  can  right- 
fiilly  make  no  distinction,  in  cases  of  persons  not  natives  of  Bremen, 
between  native  citizens  and  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  not  her  duty  to  inquire  for  the  benefit  of  a  third  power  into  the 
circumstances  of  this  citizenship,  or  of  the  expatriation  which  pre- 
ceded it.  It  is  enough  that  the  person  thus  clothed  with  it,  owes  no 
allegiance  to  Bremen,  has  committed  no  breach  of  its  laws,  and  is 
charged  with  no  crime  anywhere.  If  any  political  question  is  raised 
by  a  third  power,  as  to  the  respective  duties  which  he  owes  to  that 
power  and  to  the  United  States,  it  is  respectfiiUy  submitted  that  this  is 
a  question  with  which  Bremen  has  no  concern,  and  she  must  leave  it 
to  be  determined  by  the  parties  interested.  She  cannot  rightfully 
decide  it  at  the  instance  of  one  of  these  parties,  without  a  hearing  from 
the  other,  and  then  act  upon  her  own  decision  by  remanding  the  ^ 
person  claimed  to  the  State  which  demands  him.  The  practice  of  such 
a  doctrine  as  this  would  be  attended  with  numerous  difficulties,  and 
might  lead  to  great  injustice.  While,  therefore,  this  government  has 
no  wish  to  interfere  with  the  proper  jurisdiction  of  Bremen  within  its 
own  territory,  and  would  not  withhold  from  it  any  one  of  its  just  rights 
as  a  sovereign  and  independent  State,  it  cannot  consent  that  it  should 
first  invite  our  citizens  to  reside  within  its  borders  by  assuring  them 
of  its  protection,  and  then  violently  seize  them  for  no  alleged  crime, 
and  transport  them  to  another  State  with  which  their  political  rela- 
tions are  a  subject  of  discussion  between  that  State  and  the  United 
States.  The  name  and  character  of  an  American  citizen  must  become 
less  valuable  than  they  now  are,  before  this  disregard  of  them  can  fail 
to  be  attended  with  the  most  serious  consequences.  It  is  earnestly 
hoped  that  no  practical  issue  of  this  nature  will  ever  occur  to  interrupt 
the  cordial  relations  which  now  happily  subsist  between  the  United 
States  and  Bremen ;  and  with  the  expression  of  this  wish,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 

Rudolph  Schleiden,  Esq.,  (fee,  cfec,  &c. 


Mr.  Ten  Brook  to  Mr,  Appleton. 

No.  4.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Munichy  April  18,  1859. 

Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch, 
dated  March  12th,  with  its  inclosure,  in  relation  to  the  case  of  Aaron 
Whittleshofer.  I  proceed  at  once  to  make  the  preliminary  inquiries 
in  regard  to  the  matter,  and  have  just  addressed  a  note  in  relation 
thereto  to  the  department  of  state  for  foreign  affairs  of  the  govern- 
ment here.  But  without  waiting  for  a  reply,  which  may  be  for  some 
time  delayed,  as  the  facts  must  be  investigated  at  Mr.  Whittleshofer's 
native  place,  in  Franconia,  I  have  deemed  it  better  to  state  immediately 


•     OF  AMEBIGAN  CITIZENS.  197 

how  the  case  seems  to  me  to  stand,  in  order  that  Mr.  Whittleshofer 
may  continue  or  suspend  his  preparations  as  he  shall  deem  the  facts  to 
justify. 

The  law  applicable  to  the  case  is  substantially  as  follows :  Every 
young  man  is  bound  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  to  draw  for  the  mili- 
tary service.  The  number  of  men  which  each  district  must  raise  in  a 
year  is  determined  by  the  government.  All  who  draw  a  lower  num- 
ber must  serve,  while  those  who  draw  a  higher  are  free.  All  persons 
not  charged  with  debt  or  crime  can  at  any  time  obtain  permission  to 
emigrate,  excy)t  able-bodied  young  [men]  over  the  age  of  sixteen  years, 
who  shall  not  have  drawn  for  the  military  service,  and  these  IcUter  can 
only  obtain  the  permission  by  depositing  securities  sufficient  to  cover 
the  expense  of  hiring  a  substitute  in  case  they  draw  to  serve,  which  are 
reiumed  to  them  in  case  they  draw  free. 

The  above  statement  shows  Mr.  W's  position  in  relation  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  Bavaria.  He  stands  partly  as  criminal,  partly  as  debtor. 
In  the  former  character,  he  might,  in  case  of  his  return  to  Bavaria, 
be  subjected  to  fine  and  imprisonment,  in  the  latter  to  the  payment  of 
an  amount  sufficient  to  hire  a  substitute  for  the  military  service  ;  and 
whether  he  return  or  not  he  is  subjected  to  the  loss  of  any  inheritance 
which  might  be  coming  to  him  in  Bavaria. 

This,  then,  belongs  to  what  are  called  cases  of  grace,  which  must  go 
to  the  King  in  person.  The  two  parties  do  not  treat  on  equal  terms — 
the  one  does  not  demand  that  which  the  other  may  not  refuse,  but  pre- 
sents a  petition  which  may  be  granted  or  not. 

As  to  the  probable  result,  I  can  only  say:  1st.  The  criminal  features 
of  the  case  will  probably  be  remitted.  2d.  As  to  the  obligation  to 
supply  a  substitute,  1  think  it  quite  impossible  that  this  should  be  en- 
tirely remitted,  as  no  government  will  establish  a  precedent  which 
destroys  its  own  law,  until  it  is  ready  to  abandon  the  law  itself.  3d. 
As  the  practice  is  not  absolutely  invariable,  there  may  be  some  ques- 
tions of  fact  to  be  decided.  It  having  been  known  to  the  authorities 
that  Mr.  W.  had  left  the  country,  it  is  a  question  whether  his  name 
was  dropped  from  the  lists  of  those  who  were  to  draw,  or  whether  it 
was  retained,  and  if  the  latter,  whether  he  drew  free  or  to  serve  ?  Three 
different  suppositions  are  here  presented,  and  the  result  of  the  appli- 
cation may  be  different  according  as  the  fact  shall  be  found  to  corres- 
pond with  one  or  another  of  them.  In  case  it  shall  appear  that  the 
name  was  dropped,  the  most  unfavorable  result  that  is  to  be  feared  is, 
that  he  be  deemed  to  have  drawn  for  the  service  and  made  to  hire  a 
substitute,  which  every  man  is  allowed  to  do  for  himself,  and  so  may 
obtain  one  as  cheap  as  an  acceptable  one  can  be  obtained,  which,  how- 
ever, is  at  present  unusually  high  (1,000  florins — $400)  inconsequence 
of  the  prospect  of  a  European  war.  The  mildest  result  that  could,  on 
this  supposition,  be  reasonably  hoped,  would  be  a  commutation  into  a 
money  payment,  the  amount  being  fixed  by  a  calculation  of  the  aver- 
age results  of  the  conscription,  and  the  average  price  of  substitutes : 
e.  g.,  if  one  half  of  the  able-bodied  young  men  must  serve,  and  the 
average  price  of  substitutes  is  TOO  florins,  350  florins  ($150)  would  be 
the  commutation.  As  this  may  be  thought  to  make  the  case  of  one 
who  evades  the  law  better  than  that  of  one  who  submits  to  it,  it  may 


198  COMPULSORY  ENLISTKENT    • 

not  perhaps  be  obtained.  If  it  shall  be  found  that  he  drew  to  serve, 
the  principles  suggested  above  can  be  readily  applied ;  and  if  he  drew 
free^  though  this  would  not  change  the  character  of  an  attempt  to 
evade  the  law,  yet  the  case  might  be  diflferently  treated,  and  he  'mighi 
even  freely  obtain  the  desired  permission. 

I  have  had  several  interviews  with  the  ministerial  counselor,  whose 
place  it  is  to  prepare  such  cases  for  presentation  to  his  Majesty,  and 
am  assured  that  no  eflfort  will  be  spared  to  present  the  case  in  as  favor- 
able a  light,  and  recommend  as  favorable  action,  as  the  preservation 
of  the  integrity  of  the  law  will  allow.  As  proof  that  the  preservation 
of  the  integrity  of  the  law  will  be  the  only  motive  to  limit  the  free 
permission  to  Mr.  W.  to  visit  his  native  country,  I  may  mention  that 
the  ministerial  counselor,  to  whom  I  have  referred,  himself  suggested 
a  way  in  which  the  visit  could  be  made  without  the  permission,  viz: 
to  come  to  the  village  in  the  borders  of  Wurtemberg  nearest  the  home 
of  his  mother,  (or  any  other  place  out  of  Bavaria,)  and  send  for  her  to 
meet  him  there. 

If  Mr.  W.  desires  to  start  immediately,  he  can  do  so,  if  he  will  send 
directions  to  this  consulate  as  to  where  the  result  of  his  application 
shall  meet  him,  (consulate  at  Frankfort,  Leipsic,  or  Stutgard,)  and  it 
shall  be  there,  and  he  can  then  take  his  choice  between  sending  for 
his  mother  to  meet  him  out  of  Bavaria,  and  accepting  the  conditions 
upon  which  he  will  be  allowed  to  visit  her  at  her  home. 

When  the  result  shall  be  made  known  to  me,  I  shall  lose  no  time 
in  communicating  it  to  the  State  Department  at  Washington. 

I  have,  sir,  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  TEN  BROOK, 

United  States  Consul. 

Hon.  John  Appleton, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  Washington ,  D.  C, 


Mr.  Cass  to  Mr.  Mason. 


No.  189.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  June  2*1,  1859. 

Sir  :  It  is  very  desirable  for  this  department  to  possess  reliable  inform- 
ation concerning  the  provisions  of  the  French  conscription  laws  relating 
to  American  naturalized  citizens,  born  in  France,  who  may  at  anytime 
revisit  their  native  country.  You  are  therefore  requested,  as  soon  as 
you  can  conveniently,  to  procure  and  transmit  such  information.  Does 
the  French  law,  under  any  circumstances,  and  if  so,  under  what  cir- 
cumstances, require  a  native-born  citizen,  naturalized  in  the  United 
States,  to  serve  in  the  army  in  case  of  his  return  to  France?  You  are 
particularly  desired  to  transmit  the  most  precise  information  upon  this 
point.  You  will  see  by  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  this  depart- 
ment to  Mr.  Hofer,  that  the  condition  of  American  naturalized  citizens 
abroad  has  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  government,  and  that 
its  views  have  been  distinctly  stated.     This  government  maintains  the 
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right  of  expatriation  and  naturalization,  and  maintains^  also,  that  if  a 
foreign-born  citizen,  naturalized  here,  returns  to  his  native  country, 
he  is  not  liable  to  any  military  duty,  except  such  as  was  actually  due, 
and  which  he  had^been  called  upon  to  perform  before  his  emigration. 
In  any  communication  you  may  have  with  the  minister  of  foreign 
affi&irs  upon  this  subject,  you  will  make  known  to  him  these  views  of 
the  United  States.  Should  any  of  our  naturalized  citizens  be  called 
upon  to  render  military  service,  you  will  make  yourself  acquainted  with 
the  circumstances,  and  if  the  case  comes  within  the  principle  I  have 
stated,  you  will,  in  firm  but  temperate  language,  demand  the  release 
of  the  party;  and  I  feel  confident  the  demand  will  be  complied  with. 
If,  however,  the  service  is  required  because  it  was  commenced  before 
emigration,  you  will  represent  to  the  minister  the  hope  of  this  govern- 
ment that  the  person  may  be  discharged,  as  much  ignorance  prevails 
in  this  country  respecting  the  operation  of  the  French  law  in  those 
cases,  and  they  must  be  so  rare  that  penal  measures  in  relation  to  them 
cannot  be  of  any  importance. 

I  will  thank  you,  also,  to  inform  me  whether,  by  the  French  law, 
naturalization  in  a  foreign  country  is  a  right  which  a  native  born  citizen 
of  France  may  exercise  at  pleasure,  without  the  authorization  of  the 
government. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 

John  Y.  Mason,  Esq., 

(fee,  (fee,  {fee. 

Mr,  Mason  to  Mr,  Cass. 

No.  407.]  United  States  Legation, 

Paris,  August  2,  1859. 

Sir:  In  executing  your  instruction  contained  in  your  No.  189, 1  have 
found  it  necessary  to  address  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  a  note,  of 
which  I  herewith  inclose  a  copy.  It  will  probably  be  some  time  before 
I  receive  a  reply ;  and  therefore,  it  seems  to  me  proper,  without  delay, 
to  communicate  the  form  in  which  I  have  made  tne  inquiry.  I  cannot 
anticipate  the  answer ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  French  law  recog- 
nizes the  right  of  a  Frenchman  to  lose  his  French  nationality.  This 
may  be  done  by  ''naturalization  in  a  foreign  country."  (See  chapter 
2,  book  1,  of  the  Fifty nseven  Codes  of  1856;  title,  *'rfc  la  privation  des 
droits  civtls,")  I  can  express  no  confident  opinion  as  to  the  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  right  of  expatriation,  without  authorization  of  the  gov- 
ernment. In  practice,  no  such  authority  is  required ;  but  the  govern- 
ment may  not  acknowledge  the  natural  right.  It  is  not  in  my  power, 
in  the  absence  of  the  minister's  answer,  to  state  authentically  the 
present  condition  of  the  law.  As  soon  as  I  am  favored  with  a  reply  to 
my  note  to  Count  Walewski,  I  will  lose  no  time  in  again  addressing 
the  department  on  the  subject,  which  is  deeply  interesting. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  J.  Y.  MASON. 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  State. 
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Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Parisy  Jvly  27,  1859. 

Monsieur  le  Ministrb:  I  am  instructed  by  my  goYernment  to  obtain 
and  communicate  in  an  authentic  form  information  on  questions  of 
much  interest,  knd  I  know  no  more  satisfactory  mode  of  doing  so  than 
by  invoking  the  aid  of  your  excellency. 

Since  the  discovery  of  the  American  continent,  European  settlement, 
either  by  colonization  or  emigration,  has  peopled  that  vast  region. 

In  that  portion  of  the  continent  within  the  limits  and  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States  express  provision  was  made  in  the  federal  Consti- 
tution giving  power  to  Ciongress  to  pass  uniform  laws  of  naturalization. 
This  grant  of  power,  and  the  duty  resulting  from  it,  were  founded  on 
the  fundamental  doctrine  of  the  natural  right  of  man  to  expatriate 
himself  from  the  country  of  his  origin,  relinquish  the  duty  of  allegiance 
which  he  owes  it,  and  the  right  to  its  protection  which  a  citizen  or 
subject  may  rightfully  claim  from  that  government  to  which  he  owes 
allegiance.  Laws  for  the  naturalization  of  foreigners  have  been  passed 
and  executed  in  the  United  States  from  the  beginning.  In  their 
practical  administration  the  stranger  is  required  to  declare  his  inten- 
tion to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  to  renounce  his  duty  of 
allegiance  to  any  sovereign  or  State,  and  all  the  rights  which  may 
pertain  to  him  from  the  government  to  which  the  accident  of  birth 
may  have  made  him  subject,  and  after  the  lapse  of  a  prescribed  term 
of  years,  he  is  permitted  to  consummate  his  right  of  naturalization 
formally  and. solemnly  in  a  court  of  record.  Thus  assuming  allegiance 
to  the  United  States,  he  separates  himself  from  the  country  of  his 
origin,  and  becomes  entitled  to  the  rights  of  citizenship,* and  amongst 
them  that  of  protection  from  the  country  of  his  adoption. 

The  vast  exodus  from  the  Old  to  the  New  World  has,  in  the  persons 
of  emigrants  and  their  descendants,  added  to  the  productive  industry 
of  the  country,  increased  the  number  of  good  citizens,  and  swelled  the 
population  of  the  United  States  to  a  number  probably  little  short  of 
30,000,000  inhabitants.  It  has  necessarily  raised  questions  of  the 
gravest  import.  The  United  States,  acting  on  the  admission  that  man 
has  an  inherent  right  to  change  the  domicil  which  nature  gave  him  in 
the  place  of  his  birth,  and  to  pursue  elsewhere  happiness  and  safety, 
has  received  with  hospitality  strangers  who  elected  to  cast  their  lot  m 
the  country  and  sought  the  rights  of  citizenship.  But  their  policy  has 
not  been  to  entice  away  the  people  of  other  countries,  or  to  protect 
them  against  responsibilities  which  in  good  faith  attached  to  them. 
The  change  of  residence  and  of  allegiance  necessarily  involved  delicate 
questions,  and  the  attention  of  the  federal  government  has  been  drawn 
to  the  subject  with  an  earnest  desire  to  discharge  fully  and  justly  its 
duty,  as  well  to  the  adopted  citizen  as  to  the  government  of  the  country 
of  his  origin,  at  the  same  time  to  avoid  controversy  with  foreign  gov- 
ernments by  guarding  against  any  conflict  of  laws. 

My  government,  with  this  honorable  policy,  has  instructed  me  to 
obtain  for  its  use  authentic  information  as  to  the  laws  of  France  on 
this  subject,  especially  in  reference  to  the  claim  of  military  service 


OF  AXraEtlCAN  aTIZENS.  201 

exacted  of  one  bom  in  France  who  has  become  a  naturalized  citizen 
of  the  United  States. 

I  respectfully  request  that  your  excellency  will  have  the  goodness  to 
give  me  the  desirea  information  in  reply  to  the  following  questions: 

1.  Does  the  French  law  recognize  the  right  of  a  native-born  citizen 
of  France  to  exercise,  without  the  authorization  of  his  government, 
the  right  of  becoming  a  naturalized  citizen  or  subject  of  a  foreign 
country? 

2.  If  such  a  person  shall  have  actually  become  naturalized  in  the 
United  States,  and  shall  revisit  France  without  taking  the  steps  pre- 
scribed in  the  French  law  to  recover  his  lost  nationality,  and  without 
the  intention  to  remain  permanently  in  France,  does  the  French  law, 
nnder  these  circumstances,  authorize  a  claim  that  he  shall  be  required 
to  serve  in  the  French  army  ? 

The  government  of  the  United  States  maintains  the  right  of  expa- 
triation, and  maintains  also  that  if  a  foreign-born  citizen,  naturalized 
in  the  United  States,  returns  to  his  native  country  without  the  inten- 
tion of  relinquishing  his  acquired  nationality  in  the  United  States,  he 
is  not  liable  to  military  duty,  except  such  as  was  actually  due,  and 
which  he  had  been  called  upon  to  perform  before  his  emigration. 

I  am  aware  that  a  native-born  Frenchman  may  by  law  lose  his 
French  nationality  by  the  act  of  naturalization  in  a  foreign  country. 
From  this,  it  necessarily  results  that  he  may  lawfully  acquire  the 
character  of  a  naturalized  citizen  of  such  foreign  country,  if  he  shall 
not  have  recovered  the  French  nationality  which  he  may  have  thus  lost. 

3.  Does  the  recruitment  law  of  France  make  him  on  a  casual  return 
to  France,  liable  to  military  service  to  the  same  extent  as  if  he  had  not 
left  the  country  of  his  birth  and  become  naturalized  abroad  ?  If  this 
liability  continues  at  all,  how  far  does  it  extend  ?  If  a  French  youth, 
nnder  the  recruitment  law  of  France,  shall  have  been  called  on  before 
his  actual  immigration  to  enter  the  military  service,  and  after  this 
existing  liability  shall  emigrate  to  the  United  States,  become  there  a 
naturalized  citizen,  and  return  temporarily  to  France,  the  principle 
maintained  by  the  United  States  will  not  protect  him  from  fulfilling  in 
good  faith  the  duty  thus  attached,  any  more  than  to  deny  his  submis- 
sion to  the  French  jurisdiction  for  trial  and  punishment  of  crime  com- 
mitted here,  or  to  liability  for  pecuniary  responsibility  actually  incurred. 

The  questions  involved  in  the  personal  and  civil  condition  of  a  nat- 
uralized foreigner,  in  respect  to  nis  old  and  new  allegiance,  are  such 
that  it  is  desirable  to  avoid  any  conflict  of  law  between  the  United 
States  and  France.  I  sincerely  hope  that  your  excellency  will  give  me 
such  information  in  reply  that  my  government  will  have  no  reason  to 
anticipate  any  want  of  accord  between  the  governments  of  France  and 
the  United  States  on  the  delicate  and  interesting  questions  involved. 

I  have  much  reason  to  express  my  thanks  that  during  my  residence 
in  France,  the  imperial  government  has  observed  the  most  liberal  con- 
duct towards  citizens  of  the  United  States,  whether  native  or  natural- 
ized. There  is  no  existing  case  here  which  gives  cause  of  complaint. 
I  make  the  inquiries  suggested  in  this  note  with  a  purpose  to  secure 
accord  in  the  future,  and  to  avoid  questions  which  probably  would 
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result  from  any  conflict  of  law  between  the  two  countries  on  a  subject 
peculiarly  delicate. 

With  assurances  of  my  high  consideration,  I  am,  very  respectfully, 
your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

J.  Y.  MASON. 
His  Excellency  Count  Walbwski, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


Mr.  Btichanan  to  Mr.  Cass, 

No.  21.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

CopenTiagenj  September  24,  1859. 

Sir  :  A  few  days  ago,  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Boie  Smidt,  a 
clergyman  of  the  Methodist  Church,  called  on  me  to  complain  that, 
being  a  regularly  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States,  he  had 
been  illegally  arrested  and  impressed  into  the  naval  service  of  his 
Majesty  the  King  of  Denmark,  and  to  ask  my  assistance  in  having 
him  discharged  from  his  arrest.  On  examining  the  papers  of  Mr. 
Smidt,  I  found  them  regular  and  in  proper  form,  and  I  determined  at 
once  to  interfere  in  his  behalf. 

Supposing  that  the  authorities  having  Mr.  Smidt  in  charge  would 
voluntarily  release  him,  when  they  came  to  understand  that  he  was  in 
fact,  and  beyond  dispute,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  I  put  into  his 
hands  a  note,  a  copy  of  which  I  now  inclose  to  you,  marked  No.  1, 
and  desired  him  to  exhibit  it  to  whatever  authority  might  be  claiming 
control  over  him.  I  also  desired  him  to  exhibit  his  papers  oinaturaJr 
ization  to  such  authority,  and  to  communicate  to  me  tne  result  with- 
out loss  of  time.  Mr.  Smidt  then  left  me,  and  in  the  course  of  an 
hour  or  two  returned,  informing  me  that  he  had  complied  with  my 
directions,  but  that  his  discharge  was  refused.  I  immediately  ad- 
dressed the  inclosed  note,  marked  No.  2,  to  his  excellency  the  minister 
of  foreign  aflfairs,  to  which  note,  as  yet,  I  have  received  no  reply. 

I  regret  that  I  have  no  authentical  copy  of  your  dispatch  of  the  8th 
of  July  last  to  our  minister  at  Berlin  ;  out,  understanding  as  I  think 
I  do,  its  tone  and  meaning,  I  will  endeavor  to  act  within  it«  precepts. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  M.  BUCHANAN. 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  (tc. 


No.  1.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Copenhagen,  September  21,  1859. 

Sir  :  I  have  examined  the  papers  which  you  have  exhibited  to  me, 
and  find  them  correct.  You  are  a  regularly  naturalized  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  I  feel  assured  that  if  you  will  present  your  papers 
to  the  authorities  of  whom  you  have  spoken  to  me,  you  will  be  at  once 
relieved  from  all  trouble  and  uneasiness. 
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If  I  should  be  disappointed  in  this,  I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  demand 
your  discharge  in  an  official  form. 
With  great  respect, 

JAMES  M.  BUCHANAN. 
Mr.  BoiE  Smidt. 


No.  2.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

CopenJiagenj  September  21,  1859. 

Sir:  I  beg  to  invite  your  attention  to  a  matter  which  requires  my 
immediate  action.  A  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Boie  Smidt  has  called 
on  me^  to  inform  me  that  he  is  a  regularly  naturalized  citizen  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  he  complains  that  he  has  been  illegally 
arrested  and  impressed  into  the  naval  service  of  his  Majesty  the  King 
of  Denmark.  I  have  required  of  him  to  exhibit  to  me  the  proper 
proofs  of  his  being  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  he 
has  shown  to  me  a  certificate  of  the  declaration  of  his  intention  to 
become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  bearing  date  on  the  18th  day  of 
April,  1850,  and  a  certificate  of  his  naturalization,  bearing  date  on  the 
6tn  day  of  August,  1857.  These  certificates  I  find,  after  careM  ex- 
amination, to  be  regular  and  in  due  form;  and  I  do  not  fail,  therefore, 
in  recognizing  Mr.  Boie  Smidt  as  being,  at  this  time,  a  naturalized 
citizen  of  the  United  States.  I  have  thought  proper  to  inquire  of  Mr. 
Smidt  particularly,  whether  or  not,  up  to  the  time  of  his  leaving  the 
kingdom  of  Denmark,  he  had  been  guilty  of  any  infraction  oi  the 
laws  of  Denmark,  and  he  assures  me  he  had  not.  After  I  had  satisfied 
myself  of  the  regularity  of  the  naturalization  of  Mr.  Smidt,  I  put  into 
hiB  bands  a  note,  (a  copy  of  which  I  now  inclose,)  addressed  to  him 
by  me,  which  note  I  requested  him  to  exhibit  to  the  authorities  having 
him  in  charge.  This,  Mr.  Smidt  informs  me,  he  has  done,  but  that 
the  authorities  refuse  to  discharge  him. 

With  the  information  which  I  have  now  before  me,  supposing  it  to 
be  correct,  I  cannot  doubt  but  that  Mr.  Smidt  is  entitled  to  his  dis- 
charge ;  and,  with  a  view  to  that  result,  I  must  beg  that  your  excel- 
lency will  give  to  the  investigation  of  the  subject  your  prompt  atten- 
tion. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  assure  your  excellency  of  my 
continued  and  very  sincere  regard. 

JAMES  M.  BUCHANAN. 

His  Excellency  C.  Hall, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs ,  dkc,  (fee,  dtc. 


Mr.  Buchanan  to  Mr.  Cass. 


No.  23.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Copenhagen^  September  30,  1859. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  a  note,  which  I  have  received 
from  his  excellency  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  in  regard  t»  itift 
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arrest  and  detention  of  Mr.  Boie  Bmidt^  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the 
United  States.  And  I  have  Also  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  my  reply 
to  the  same,  together  with  a  translation  of  his  excellency's  note.  I 
fear,  if  there  be  not  some  definitive  understanding  arrived  at  in  regard 
to  the  rights  of  our  naturalized  citizens,  when  abroad,  they  will  be 
often  placed  in  positions  of  difficulty  and  embarrassment,  if  they  should 
visit  certain  parts  of  Europe.  And  I  would  be  glad  if  I  might  be  per- 
mitted to  know  the  views  of  my  government  on  the  subject  in  an  au- 
thoritative form. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  vour  obedient  servant, 

•     JAMES  M.  BUCHANAN. 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Translation.] 

Copenhagen,  September  28,  1859. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  dispatch  of  the  22d  instant, 
in  which  you  ask  for  my  interference  in  behalf  of  a  person  of  the  name 
of  Boie  Smidt,  who,  after  having  been  made  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  in  1857,  has  now  been  called  upon  to  perform  his  military 
service  as  a  Danish  subject.  I  have  lost  no  time  m  recommending  this 
request  to  the  special  attention  of  the  competent  authorities ;  but  I 
believe  that  I  am  in  a  position  to  inform  you  at  present  that,  if  it 
should  turn  out,  upon  an  investigation  of  the  afifair,  that  the  said  Mr. 
Smidt,  when  he  signified  his  intention  to  be  naturalized  in  the  United 
States,  was,  under  the  laws  of  the  country,  bound  afterwards  to  perform 
his  military  service  in  his  native  country,  then  I  do  not  presume  that 
the  laws  now  in  force  will  enable  the  administration  to  release  him 
now  from  the  discharge  of  a  duty  which  he  owed  to  the  State  at  the 
time  when  the  above  declaration  was  made. 

Be  pleased  to  accept,  sir,  the  renewed  assurance  of  my  most  distin- 
guished consideration. 

C.  HALL. 

Mr.  Buchanan, 

Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States. 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 
Copenhagen y  September  29,  1859. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note,  bear- 
ing date  on  the  26th  of  this  month,  but  which  did  not  reach  this 
legation  until  yesterday,  the  28th,  in  reference  to  the  note  which  I  had 
the  honor  to  address  to  you  on  the  21st  of  this  month,  in  respect  to  the 
arrest  and  impressment  into  the  naval  service  of  his  Majesty  the  King 
of  Denmark,  of  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States,  by  the  name 
of  Boie  Smidt ;  and)  while  I  thank  your  excellency  for  the  promptness 
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with  which  you  have  acted  in  regard  to  the  matter  to  which  the  note 
refers,  I  cannot  forbear  to  express  my  regret,  not  to  say  my  surprise, 
that  the  ^'competent  authorities"  having  Mr.  Smidi  in  charge  should 
have  declined  to  grant  what,  in  my  judgment^  was  a  reasonable  request — 
that  is  to  say,  a  request  for  his  immediate  release. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that,  at  the  time  of  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Smidt, 
"the  competent  authorities"  were  fully  aware  of  the  fact  that  he  was  a 
naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States ;  and,  I  have  no  reason  to  sup- 
pose, that,  at  that  time,  or  at  any  other  time,  the  '^ competent  author- 
ities" alleged  or  claimed  that  Mr.  Smidt,  previous  to  his  having  left 
the  Kingdom  of  Denmark^  had  incurred  any  penalty,  violated  any 
law,  or  assumed  any  duties  under  the  government  of  Denmark. 

The  note  of  your  excellency  informs  me  ^^  that,  if  it  should  turn  out, 
upon  an  investigation  of  the  afifair,  that  the  said  Mr.  Smidt,  when  he 
signified  his  intention  to  be  naturalized  in  the  United  States,  was, 
under  the  laws  of  the  country,  bound  afterwards  to  perform  his  military 
service,  in  his  native  country,  then  I  (you)  do  not  presume  that  the 
laws  now  in  force  will  enable  the  administration  to  release  him,"  &c. 

It  would  seem  to  me,  to  be  only  necessary  for  me,  now  to  remark, 
while  the  investigation  to  which  you  allude  is  pending,  if,  on  such  in- 
vestigation, it  should  so  turn  out  that  Mr.  Boie  Smidt  had  left  his 
native  country,  Denmark,  without  having  committed  any  oflFense 
against  the  law,  before  his  departure,  or  without  his  being  at  the  time 
of  his  departure  in  the  army  or  navy  of  the  government  of  Denmark, 
or  actually  called  into  the  one  or  the  other,  then  I  should  feel  myself 
compelled  to  dispute  the  right  of  the  government  of  Denmark  to  arrest 
and  detain  him. 

It  is  the  settled  doctrine  of  the  government  which  I  have  the  honor 
here  to  represent,  as  I  understand  it,  that  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  from  and  after  the  date  of  his  naturalization,  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  is  placed  on  the  very  same  footing  with  a  native 
citizen,  with  the  exception  that  none  but  a  native  citizen  can  occupy 
the  office  of  Presidentor  Vice  -President  of  the  United  States ;  and  the 
government  will  be  disposed  to  extend  to  the  one  class  of  citizens  the 
same  protection  which  justly  belongs  to  the  other  at  all  times  and  in 
all  places. 

I  would  remark  to  your  excellency,  that  it  seems  to  me  irregular  on 
the  part  of  the  '*  competent  authorities"  having  Mr.  Smidt  in  charge, 
to  continue  him  in  arrest,  during  the  progress  of  the  investigation 
which  they  propose  to  institute.  Mr.  Smidt  exhibits  his  naturalization 
papers,  duly  authenticated.  He  shows  himself  to  be  an  approved 
citizen  of  another  government,  and  I  may  say  of  a  government  which 
has  ever  been  on  terms  of  amity  with  the  government  of  Denmark. 
He  establishes  by  all  legal  available  means  that  he  is,  at  least  prima 
faciej  entitled  to  his  discharge,  and  yet  he  is  deprived  of  his  liberty, 
taken  from  his  family,  wounded  in  his  feelings,  and  upon  the  mere 
allegation  (based  upon  no  perceptible  evidence)  that  he  has  been  guilty 
of  the  breach  of  some  rule  or  law,  yet  to  be  investigated. 

I  trust  it  may  be  compatible  with  the  sense  of  right  of  your  excellency, 
to  intercede  for  the  discharge  of  Mr.  Smidt,  at  least  pending  the  in- 
vestigation to  which  you  have  referred. 
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It  remains  for  me  only  to  say,  that  I  shall  loose  no  time  in  com- 
municating to  my  government  a  copy  of  the  note  which  you  have  been 
pleased  to  address  to  me.  In  the  meanwhile,  I  beg  to  assure  your 
excellency  of  my  very  sincere  and  high  regard. 

JAMES  M.  BUCHANAN. 
His  Excellency  C.  Hall, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs^  dtc, ,  dc. ,  dtc. 


Mr.  Appleton  to  Mr,  Ten  Brook. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  October  4,  1859. 

Sir:  Referring  to  your  dispatch,  No.  4,  relating  to  the  petition  of 
Mr.  Aaron  Whittleshofer,  for  permission  to  revisit  Bavaria,  you  are 
requested  to  report  to  the  department  what  further  proceedings  have 
taken  place  upon  this  subject,  and  to  press  the  question  to  an  early 
decision. 

You  will  find  the  views  of  the  department  upon  the  rights  of 
naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States  embodied  in  a  printed  extract, 
herewith  inclosed,  from  a  dispatch  addressed  to  the  minister  of  the 
United  States  at  Berlin. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  APPLETON, 

Assistant  Secretary. 
A.  Ten  Brook,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul j  Munich. 


Mr.  Buchanan  to  Mr.  Cass. 

No.  24.]  Legation  op  the  United  Statk, 

Copenhagen,  October  7,  1859. 

Sir:  Up  to  this  time  I  have  received  no  written  reply  to  the  note 
addressed  by  me  to  his  excellency  the  minister  of  foreign  aflFairs,  on 
the  29th  of  September  last,  in  regard  to  the  arrest  and  detention  of 
Mr.  Boie  Smidt,  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States.  But  I 
deem  it  but  proper  to  mention  to  you,  that  on  last  night  I  met  the 
minister  of  foreign  affairs  at  a  dinner  given  by  ''his  Royal  Highness 
Prince  Ferdinand"  in  honor  of  the  birth-day  of  ''his  Majesty  the  King 
of  Denmark."  On  that  occasion  the  minister  was  particularly  kind 
and  civil  in  his  deportment  towards  me,  as  I  have  on  all  former  occa- 
sions found  him  to  be.  He  at  once  (as  soon  as  opportunity  offered^ 
introduced  the  subject  of  the  case  of  Mr.  Smidt,  and  in  the  course  of 
conversation,  he  assured  me  that  no  difficulty  or  trouble  should  groi» 
out  of  it.  That  it  should  be  settled,  and  settled  too  in  a  manner  whicl 
would  be  satisfactory.  I  expressed  myself  much  gratified  at  this  in 
telligence,  and  assured  his  excellency  of  the  friendly  disposition  of  oui 
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govemment  towards  the  governinent  of  Denmark,  and  that  it  would 
have  been  extremely  unpleasant  if  anything  should  have  taken  place 
calculated  to  weaken  the  ties  of  amity  which  now  so  cordially  exist 
between  the  two  governments. 

I  informed  his  excellency  that  the  ''subject  of  naturalization"  was 
one  which  had  occupied,  and  which  still  continued  to  occupy,  much  of 
the  attention,  care,  and  vigilance  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  and  that,  as  I  understood  the  doctrine  of  the  government  on 
the  subject,  it  was — ^that  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States  was 
entitled  to  the  same  protection  from  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  as  was  a  citizen  of  native  birth.  His 
excellency  seemed  well  to  understand  this  to  be  the  doctrine  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States ;  but  without  entering  into  any  par- 
ticular discussion,  yet  he  repeated  that  the  case  of  Mr.  Smidt  should 
produce  no  estrangement  between  the  governments. 

I  do  not  pretena  to  give  all  the  conversation,  but  what  I  understand 
to  have  been  the  svbstance  of  it  only.     Whatever  may  be  the  result  of 
the  case  of  Mr.  Smidt,  I  cannot  help  feeling  assured  that  the  minister  of 
foreign  affairs  has  every  disposition  to  settle  it  in  a  manner  which  will 
be  satisfactory  to  our  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  high  respect  and  regard,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

JAMES  M.  BUCHANAN. 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  State,  dec,  dec,  dec. 


Mr.  Cass  to  Mr.  Buchanan. 

No.  11.]  Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  October  21,  1859. 

Sir:  Your  dispatches,  Nos.  21  and  23,  on  the  subject  of  the  arrest 
and  detention  of  Mr.  Boie  Smidt,  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  have  been  received.  Your  course  in  promptly  interceding  in 
Mr.  Smidt's  behalf  is  fully  approved,  itnd  it  is  hoped  that  he  may 
already  have  been  released,  if  he  should  still  be  detained,  however, 
you  will  urge  his  release,  pursuant  to  the  views  expressed  in  my  dis- 
patch to  Mr.  Wright,  of  the  8th  of  July  last,  in  relation  to  the  case 
of  Christian  Ernst,  an  extract  from  which  is  herewith  inclosed. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 

Jabcbs  M.  Buchanan,  Esq.,  dec,  die, 

Copenhagen. 


Mr.  Buchanan  to  Mr.  Cass. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Copenhagen,  Octobei*  30,  1859. 

Sir:  On  the  26th  of  the  present  month  I  received  the  inclosed  note 
from  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  Denmark^  in  reply  to  the  note 
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which  I  had  written  to  him  on  the  2'rth  of  last  month,  concerning  the 
case  of  Mr.  Boie  Smidt. 

To  the  note  of  the  minister  I  replied,  as  soon  as  I  was  able,  after  I 
had  had  an  opportunity  to  converse  with  Mr.  Smidt  as  to  the  true  state 
of  the  facts  in  reference  to  his  having  voluntarily  furnished  (as  was 
alleged)  a  "substitute." 

The  note  of  the  minister,  with  a  translation  thereof,  you  will  find 
within,  marked  No.  1,  together  with  my  note  in  reply  thereto,  marked 
No.  2.  I  have  not  yet  had  the  honor  to  hear  from  my  government  in 
regard  to  this  case  of  Mr.  Smidt,  bift  I  am  very  well  satisfied  that,  in 
a  matter  in  which  the  rights  of  one  of  our  naturalized  citizens  are  so 
materially  involved  as  are  those  of  Mr.  Smidt,  it  becomes  my  duty,  as 
it  is  my  wish,  to  act  with  promptitude. 

I  have,  as  yet,  received  no  reply  from  the  minister. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  M.  BUCHANAN. 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  State, 

P.  S.  In  one  of  my  dispatches  I  spoke  of  Mr.*  Smidt  as  a  clergy- 
man of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  I  am  informed  by  the  l^v. 
C.  Willerup  that  he  is  more  particularly  an  '^exhorter"  in  that  church. 

J.  M.  B. 


[TranBlation.] 

Copenhagen,  October  25,  1859. 

Sir  :  In  writing  you  on  the  26th  ultimo  respecting  Mr.  Boie  Schmidt, 
I  had  an  impression  upon  my  mind  that  the  competent  authorities 
would  experience  "some  difficulty  in  complying  with  the  demand  con- 
tained in  your  dispatch  to  me  of  the  21st  of  the  same  month,  yet  the 
said  authorities,  by  the  minister  for  the  Duchy  of  Sleswick,  has  never- 
theless declared,  with  the  view  of  acceding  to  my  request  to  meet  your 
wishes,  that  he  was  quite  willing,  by  means  of  a  special  and  exceptive 
measure,  to  remove  the  formal  obstacles  which  had  prevented  the 
discharge  of  Mr.  Schmidt. 

It  appears,  however,  from  the  inquiries  which  it  was  necessary  to 
institute  previous  to  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  that  the  inter- 
ference of  his  Majesty's  government  in  this  matter  has  become  super- 
fluous, inasmuch  as  the  minister  for  the  Duchy  of  Sleswick  has  just 
informed  me  that  the  individual  in  question,  whose  real  name  is  Boi 
Christiansen  Schmidt,  on  the  22d  of  September,  being  the  day  follow- 
ing that  on  which  I  received  your  first  communication,  and  previous 
to  my  having  got  into  possession  of  your  letter  of  the  27th  of  the  same 
month,  had  already  presented  himself  before  the  committee  of  conscrip- 
tion, and  having  been  permitted,  in  accordance  with  his  own  request, 
to  provide  a  substitute  for  the  performance  of  the  military  service,  he 
has  discharged  himself  from  the  obligation  in  question. 

Finally,  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  B,  C.  Schmidt's 
stay  within  his  Majesty's  dominions  has  not  been  a  short  one,  but  that 
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lie  rather  seems  to  have  taken  up  bis  residence  in  the  Duchj  of  Sles- 

Please  accept,  sir^  the  assurance  of  my  most  distinguished  consider- 
ation, 

C.  HALL. 
Mr.  Buchanan, 

Minister  Besident  of  the  United  States  of  America, 


Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Copenhageny  October  18,  1859, 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  on  the  day  before  yesterday,  your 
note  of  the  27th  of  last  month,  in  reference  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Boie 
Smidt,  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States.  From  the  tenor  of 
the  note  of  your  excellency,  I  am  given  to  understand  tbat  '*The  com- 
petent authorities,  namely,  the  minister  for  the  Duchy  of  Sleswig,  was 
Juite  willing,  by  means  of  a  special  and  exceptive  measure,  to  remove 
lie  formal  obstacles  which  had  prevented  the  discharge  of  Mr.  Smidt," 
but  that  the  interference  of  his  Majesty's  government  had  been  ren- 
dered superfluous  in  the  premises,  inasmuch  as  the  individual  in  ques- 
tion, Mr.  Smidt,  had  thought  proper,  on  the  23d  of  September  last,  to 
present  himself  before  the  committee  of  conscription,  and  ask  permis- 
sion to  furnish  a  substitute ;  that  the  permission  had  been  granted  to 
Hr.  Smidt  to  furnish  a  substitute ;  that  he  did  furnish  a  substitute, 
and  that  by  that  act  he  had  discharged  himself  from  '^the  obligation" 
in  question.  It  seems,  then,  that  although  Mr.  Smidt  is  in  person  re- 
lieved from  his  arrest,  he  has  not  been  so  relieved  from  any  act  of  the 
government  of  Denmark  ;  but  it  is  averred  that  he  has  been  relieved  from 
his  arrest  by  means  of  his  having  procured  of  his  own  free  will  a  sub- 
stitute. I  am  very  well  satisfied  that  your  excellency  is  not  apprised 
of  the  whole  state  of  the  facts  attending  the  furnishing  of  this  substi- 
tute by  Mr.  Smidt ;  for  if  you  were,  I  could  not  avoid  the  conclusion 
that  your  excellency  would  concur  with  myself  in  the  opinion  that  the 
substitute  should  be  at  once  discharged,  and  Mr.  Smidt  reimbursed  by 
the  government  of  Denmark  the  expense  he  has  been  subjected  to  in 

Procuring  the  substitute.     The  facts  as  derived  by  me  on  yesterday 
om  Mr.  Smidt  are  substantially  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Smidt  is  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States.  A  little 
more  than  two  years  ago  he  returned  to  Denmark,  his  native  country, 
to  visit  his  parents,  intending  to  return  a^ain  to  the  United  States. 
Whilst  here  in  Denmark,  he  was  employed  by  the  Rev.  C.  Willerup, 
a  clergyman  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  the  United  States, 
as  colporteur,  to  distribute  books,  tracts,  &c.,  belonging  to  that  de- 
nomination of  Christians.  In  September  last,  when  in  Sleswig,  engaged 
in  the  legitimate  performance  of  his  duties,  he  was  arrested,  and  or- 
dered to  repair  to  Copenhagen,  to  be  put  into  the  naval  service  of  his 
Majesty  the  King  of  Denmark.     Mr.  Smidt  informed  the  ^^cancel-- 

Ex.  Doc.  38 14 
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ieraad**  who  had  caused  his  arrest  that  he  was  a  naturalized  citizen  of 
the  United  States. 

He  was  told  in  reply,  that  that  made  no  difference,  and  that  if  he 
did  not  repair  at  once  to  Copenhagen,  and  surrender  himself  to  the 
authorities,  he  would  be  taken  there  by  force.  Under  these  circum- 
stances Mr.  Smidt  made  his  appearance  in  Copenhagen. 

He  proceeded  at  once  to  the  authorities,  and  explained  to  them  that 
he  was  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States.  This  did  not  avail, 
and  he  was  told  he  must  enter  on-duty  in  the  naval  service  of  his 
Majesty  the  King ;  that  he  would  either  be  put  at  work  at  the  Three 
Crown  Battery,  or  placed  on  board  of  a  national  vessel  destined  for  the 
West  Indies.  This  being  the  position  in  which  Mr.  Smidt  found  him- 
self placed,  and  learning  from  the  authorities  that  there  was  no  hope 
of  his  being  relieved,  he  asked  as  a  necessity  if  he  might  be  permitted 
to  put  some  one  in  his  place,  protesting  at  the  same  time  that  the  gov- 
ernment of  Denmark  had  no  proper  claim  upon  him.  Permission  was 
granted,  and  Mr.  Smidt  furnished  a  substitute  at  a  cost  &r  beyond  his 
ability  to  bear.  This  substitute  was  furnished  by  Mr.  Smidt  not  vol- 
untarily, as  has  been  suggested,  but  on  compulsion. 

He  was  under  arrest,  and  he  had  no  other  alternative  which  he 
could  then  avail  himself  of.  It  is  proper  to  mention  that  Mr.  Smidt 
applied  to  me  to  ascertain  from  me  what,  in  my  judgment,  his  rights 
might  be,  and  I  informed  him  that,  according  to  my  understanding  of 
the  case,  the  government  of  Denmark  had  no  claim  upon  him,  and 
that  any  unauthorized  act  of  his  (Mr.  Smidt)  would  not  be  considered 
by  me  as  at  all  obligatory  upon  myself  as  the  representative  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States  at  this  court. 

I  am  sure,  from  the  facts  I  have  narrated  above,  your  excellency 
will  agree  with  me  that  Mr.  Smidt  ought  not  to  be  held  bound  by  any 
agreement  he  may  have  entered  into  whilst  under  arrest,  and  whilst 
surrounded  by  the  circumstances  adverted  to.  It  is  not  necessary  for 
me  to  remind  your  excellency  that  from  my  first  communication  with 
you  in  reference  to  this  case  of  Mr.  Smidt,  I  have  been  of  opinion,  and 
have  so  expressed  it  to  you,  after  very  careful  examination  of  all  the 
facts  and  circumstances,  that  neither  at  the  time  of  the  arrest  of  Mr. 
Smidt,  nor  subsequently  thereto,  had  the  government  of  Denmark  any 
claim  upon  him  whatsoever. 

I  haral^  need  say  that  I  continue  of  that  opinion  up  to  this  time, 
Aud  mention  it  now  only  for  the  purpose  of  indicating  that  I  do  not 
consider  the  discharge  of  Mr.  Smidt  alone,  in  the  manner  in  which  it 
has  been  made,  as  satisfactory.  In  reference  to  the  last  paragraph  in 
the  note  of  your  excellency,  without  perceiving  its  direct  point,  1  am 
enabled  to  say,  in  reply,  that  Mr.  Smidt  is  a  resident,  or  rather  a  so- 
journer in  Copenhagen,  and  has  no  idea  whatever  of  locating  perma- 
nently in  any  part  of  Denmark,  or  elsewhere  than  in  the  United  States 
of  America. 

I  beg  to  assure  your  excellency  of  my  very  sincere  and  high  regard, 

JAMES  M.  BUCHANAN. 

His  Excellency  C.  Hall, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  dec, ,  <tc. ,  dc. 
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Mr.  ScJdeiden  to  Mr,  Cass. 

Bremen  Lbqation, 
Washington,  D,  C,  November  28, 1869. 

Sir:  Tour  note  of  the  9tli  of  April  last,  relative  to  the  surrender  by 
Bremen  to  other  German  States  of  naturalised  citizens  of  the  United 
8tate8  from  whom  military  service  is  claimed,  only  came  to  hand  after 
I  hakl  left  Washington,  and  was  on  the  eve  of  embarking  for  Europe. 
Under  these  circumstances  I  deemed  it  proper  to  abstain  from  replying 
to  your  note  until  I  should  have  had  an  opportunity  of  laying  the 
matter  again  before  my  government,  and  of  ascertaining  whether  your 
observations  would  change  its  views  as  explained  in  my  notes  of  Octo* 
her  23,  1858,  and  March  16  last.  My  sojourn  at  Bremen  afforded 
the  desired  opportunity,  and  I  am  instructed  to  submit  the  following 
remarks  to  your  consideration: 

In  your  note  of  the  9th  of  April  last  you  question  the  propriety  of 
Bremen  surrendering  naturalized  American  citizens,  deserters  from 
the  military  service  of  their  native  State,  on  the  ground  that  Bremen 
is  bound  by  treaty  (convention  of  December  20,  1827,)  to  give  special 
protection  to  the  persons  and  property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
of  all  occupations,  who  may  be  in  her  territories,  either  transient  or 
dwelling  therein,  as  long  as  they  have  committed  no  breach  of  her 
hiws  nor  are  charged  with  crime  anywhere,  and  on  the  further  ground 
that  Bremen  has  no  concern  with  any  political  questions  which  may 
be  raised  by  a  third  power  as  to  the  respective  duties  which  such  an 
American  citizen  owes  to  that  power  and  to  the  United  States. 

Bremen  fully  acknowledges  her  obligation  to  give  protection  to  all 
American  citizens,  of  all  occupations,  without  making  any  distinction 
between  native  and  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States.  My 
government  is,  however,  of  the  opinion  that  in  claiming  and  exer- 
cising, in  certain  distinct  cases,  the  right  of  surrendering  a  naturalized 
citizen  of  the  United  States  to  another  German  State,  from  the  military 
service  of  which  he  had  deserted,  it  does  not  violate  this  solemn  obli- 
gation, construing,  as  it  does,  the  treaty  stipulation  of  1827  in  the 
same  sense  as  the  American  government,  by  limiting  the  protection 
due  to  American  citizens  to  such  cases  where  those  citizens  have  nei- 
ther committed  a  breach  of  the  Bremen  laws  nor  are  charged  with 
crime  anywhere.  Neither  of  the  two  high  contracting  parties  could, 
in  promising  protection  to  the  citizens  of  the  other  party,  intend  or  be 
willing  to  renounce  the  right  belonging,  according  to  international 
law,  to  every  independent  State,  to  surrender  foreign  criminals,  fugi- 
tives from  justice,  to  another  State  with  which  it  might  have  con- 
cluded, or  afterwards  should  conclude,  extradition  treaties,  and  to 
make  its  territory  an  asylum  for  such  foreign  criminals. 

Applying  this  principle  and  this  construction  of  the  treaty  of  1827 
to  the  question  at  issue,  it  seems  not  to  be  doubtful  that  desertion  from 
military  service  and  the  breach  of  the  oath  of  fealty  is  not  only  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  of  Bremen  and  of  every  other  German  State,  but  also 
according  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  (see  article  20  of  war,  of 
April  10,  1806^  and  act  of  Ciongress  approved  May  29, 1830,)  regarded 
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as  a  crime  punishable  with  death  or  other  severe  punishment.  Bnt 
even  if  the  United  States  should  not  view  the  act  of  desertion  from 
their  military  service  in  the  light  of  a  crime  justifying  the  demand  of 
the  extradition  of  the  deserter,  this  would  not  make  any  difference, 
and  not  deprive  Bremen  of  the  right  of  concluding  treaties  with  other 
States  for  tne  mutual  delivery  of  deserters. 

It  is  the  object  of  all  extradition  treaties  between  different  States  to 
assist  one  another  in  having  criminals  brought  to  justice  and  not  allow- 
ing  them  to  escape  punisnment  by  fleeing  to  another  country.  -  In 
determining  what  crimes  are  to  be  deemed  of  sufficient  gravity  to  make 
them  a  cause  for  the  extradition  of  the  perpetrator,  every  State  has  to 
consult  its  own  interests,  and  if  these  interests  should  make  the  ex* 
tradition  advisable,  no  other  State,  the  citizen  of  which  the  criminal 
may  be,  will,  in  the  absence  of  express  treaty  stipulations,  have  a  right 
to  object,  and  still  less  to  invoke  special  protection  for  such  offender. 

My  government  holds  that  desertion  from  the  military  service  of  any 
of  the  German  States  comes  under  that  class  of  offenses  (crimes)  where, 
even  without  regard  to  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the  German  Con- 
federacy, th6  interest  of  Bremen  itself  may  justify  the  surrender  of  the 
offender,  (see  my  note  of  16th  March  last,)  and  that  no  other  State  would 
have  a  right  to  complain  of  such  surrender,  on  the  ground  that  the 
deserter  bad,  in  the  mean  time,  become  its  citizen.  My  government 
cannot  consider  a  deserter  from  military  service  in  the  light  of  a  polit- 
ical refugee,  nor  his  act  as  a  mere  political  offense.  If  the  fact  of 
desertion  is  proved  it  cannot  make  any  difference  that  the  individual 
(deserter)  has  afterwards,  by  deceiving  the  authorities  of  a  foreign 
State  in  regard  to  his  integrity  and  his  bona  fide  expatriation,  become 
the  citizen  of  such  foreign  State ;  and  it  is  the  less  expected  that  the 
United  States  government  should  ever  claim  special  protection  for  a 
naturalized  American  citizen,  a  deserter  from  the  military  service  of 
his  native  State,  who  has  thus  surreptitiously  obtained  the  citizenship 
of  the  United  States,  as  the  difficult  question  of  expatriation,  though 
frequently  discussed  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  has  never  been 
definitely  settled  there  by  judicial  decision.  Under  such  circumstances, 
it  would  be  contrary  to  the  well  known  sense  of  justice  of  this  govern- 
ment, if  it  would  not  acknowledge  the  right  of  foreign  governments  to 
regulate  the  forms  and  modes  of  expatriation  for  their  citizens  as  they 
may  think  proper. 

According  to  most  of  the  extradition  treaties  concluded  by  the  United 
States,  they  do  not  hesitate  to  surrender  even  their  own  citizens,  native 
as  well  as  naturalized  citizens,  who,  after  having  committed  in  a  foreign 
country  a  crime  warranting  in  their  views  such  extradition,  return  to 
the  States.  They  also  would  certainly  not  object  against  Bremen 
surrendering  an  American  citizen  charged  with  murder  or  arson,  or 
robbery  in  any  of  the  German  States,  and  they  would  not  expect  Bremen 
to  inquire  into  the  natural  or  subsequent  allegiance  of  such  criminal, 

Erovided  that  the  crime  itself  had  been  proved.  Still  less  they  would 
esitate  to  surrender,  in  accordance  with  an  extradition  treaty  with 
any  foreign  country,  a  Bremen  citizen  to  such  foreign  country,  nqt- 
withstanding  the  protection  promised  by  the  treaty  of  1827,  whenever 
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he  had  there  committed  a  crime,  the  parties  being  in  all  cases  the 
indgcs  as  to  the  offenses  (crimes)  to  be  embraced  in  such  treaties. 
This  point  of  view  will  also  hold  good  in  the  case  of  the  crime  charged 
being  desertion,  and  may  apply  as  well  to  native  as  to  naturalized 
citizens.  I  may  be  permitted  further  to  add,  that  in  view  of  the  large 
number  of  unnaturalized  foreigners  in  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United 
States,  it  would  scarcely  be  claimed  that  it  is  not  competent  for  them 
to  conclude  an  extradition  treaty  with  a  foreign  nation  for  the  delivery 
of  any  person  who  may  have  deserted  from  their  service,  to  whatever 
nation  such  deserter  may  belong,  and  although  he  may  never  have 
been  naturalized  in  the  States. 

It  is  a  recognized  rule  of  international  law,  recognized  anew  in  jont 
note  of  the  9th  of  April  last,  that  a  State  to  which  allegiance  has  been 
transferred  has  not  the  right  to  protect  the  citizen  against  his  forme]^ 
government,  if  by  his  voluntary  act,  he  ag^in  places  himself  within  its 
power,  and  as  stated  in  my  note  of  October  23, 1858,  it  is  only  a  simple 
consequence  of  this  principle  that  it  would  also  not  be  competent  for 
such  State  to  protect  its  naturalized  citizen  from  the  operation  of  the  laws 
of  his  native  country,  in  case  he  should  go  to  another  foreign  country, 
which  by  treaty,  is  bound  to  surrender  him,,  on  application  to  his 
native  State,  as  a  deserter  or  fugitive  from  justice.  Far  from  inter- 
fering with  any  political  question  which  may  be  raised,  as  to  the 
respective  duties  which  such  an  individual  owes  to  his  native  State, 
ana  to  his  adopted  country,  the  government  of  a  third  State  to  which  he 
proceeds  will,  whenever  his  extradition  as  a  deserter  or  fugitive  from 
justice  is  demanded  by  his  native  State,  only  have  to  consult  the  facts 
of  the  crime  charged,  and  the  tenor  of  the  treaties  by  which  it  is  bound 
to  surrender  criminals  in  certain  cases.  In  claiming^  therefore,  thd 
right  of  surrendering  an  American  citizen  to  another  German  State 
from  the  military  service  of  which  he  had  deserted,  my  government 
disavows  any  intention  to  decide  his  political  relations,  which  may  be 
the  subject  of  discussion  between  that  State  and  the  United  States. 

I  regret  that  a  disregard  of  treaty  obligations  on  the  part  of  Bremeii 
should  ever  have  become  the  subject  of  our  official  correspondence  as 
in  the  ran^e  of  possibility,  and  anxious  to  avoid  even  the  semblance 
of  a  want  of  regard  for  the  rights  of  American  citizens^  my  government 
has  deemed  it  necessary  to  give  this  answer  to  your  note  ot  the  9th  of 
April  last. 

Whatever  the  practical  issue  of  the  question  may  be,  and  whatever 
course  the  circumstances  of  the  case  may  dictate  to  my  government,  I 
trust  that  it  will  never  be  difficult  to  justify  such  course  as  being  ill 
full  conformity  with  the  spirit  of  our  treaties^  and  with  the  feelings  of 
sincere  friendship  for  the  United  States  government,  and  a  proper 
appreciation  of  the  rights  of  its  citizens,  I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion 
to  offer  to  you  renewed  assurances  of  my  high  consideration, 

R.  SCHLEIDEN. 

General  Lbwis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States ,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Mr.  CdOwun  to  Mr.  Cass. 

No.  11.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

PariSy  December  6,  1859. 

Sir:  In  your  dispatch,  No.  189,  dated  Washington,  June  27,  1859, 
70U  instructed  Mr.  Mason  to  procure  and  transmit  to  the  Department 
of  State  reliable  information  concerning  the  French  conscription  laws 
relating  to  American  naturalized  citizens  born  in  France,  who  may  at 
anytime  revisit  their  native  country. 

A  copy  of  Mr.  Mason's  letter  on  this  subject,  addressed  to  his  excel- 
lency Count  Walewski,  accompanied  by  his  dispatch.  No.  407,  dated 
Paris,  Aueust  2,  1859. 

I  have  the  honor  now  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  reply  of  the  minister 
of  foreign  affairs  to  Mr.  Mason's  communication. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  CALHOUN. 

Hon.  LE¥ns  Cass, 

Secretary  0/ StcUey  Washington. 


[Translation.] 

PariSy  November  25,  1859. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  the  reply  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Emperor  to  the  questions  which  the  deceased  Mr.  Mason 
had  put  to  him  in  his  letter  of  27th  July  last,  relative  to  Frenchmen 
^migrants  to  the  United  States  who  have  there  obtained  letters  of 
naturalization. 

After  having  set  forth  the  principles  of  the  American  law  in  the 
matter  of  naturalization,  Mr.  Mason  reduced  his  inquiry  to  a  formula, 
as  follows : 

First  Question. — Does  the  French  legislation  recognize  in  individuals, 
French  by  birth,  the  right  to  cause  themselves  to  be  naturalized  as 
subjects  or  citizens  of  a  foreign  country,  without  preliminary  authori- 
zation from  the  government? 

French  legislation  does  not  confer  on  a  Frenchman  the  right  to 
renounce  his  nationality,  but  he  loses  it  by  positive  law  (article  7,  Code 
Napoleon,)  through  naturalization  in  a  foreign  country. 

That  naturalization,  by  the  terms  of  the  decree  of  August  26,  1811, 
may  have  grave  consequences,  provided  for  by  that  decree,  when  it  has 
not  been  authorized  by  the  government. 

Even  in  cases  in  which  such  authorization  has  been  accorded,  it 
eflfectively  disperses  the  prejudicial  results  of  an  unauthorized  natural- 
ization, but  expressly  maintains  the  loss  of  nationality. 

Second  Question. — Are  Frenchmen  by  birth,  but  naturalized  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  who  return  to  France  without  having  the  inten- 
tion to  recover  their  nationality  nor  to  establish  themselves  permanently, 
subject  to  the  law  of  conscription? 

The  law  of  conscription  imposes  on  every  Frenchman  the  obligation 
of  military  service.  It  attaches  to  the  fulfillment  of  this  obligation  a 
penal  sanction. 
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Therefore,  the  Frenchman,  who,  before  he  had  lost  that 
shall  have  emigrated,  thus  placing  himself  out  of  the  way  of  t1 
gation  of  military  service,  would  assuredly  be  punishable  on  his  return 
to  France,  even  although  he  should  have  obtained  a  foreign  natural- 
ization, and  he  may  be  prosecuted,  whether  as  refractory,  (Article  230, 
du  Nouveau  Code  Militaire^  loi  du  9  Juin,  1859,)  or  as  a  deserter, 
(Articles  235,  236,  237,  of  same  date.) 

This,  moreover,  is  recognized  by  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
as  it  is  a  sequence  from  the  letter  of  Mr.  Mason,  that  it  refuses  its 
protection  to  the  Frenchman  become  a  stranger,  in  the  two  cases 
following : 

Ist.  If  the  obligation  of  military  service  be  anterior  to  the  epoch  of 
emigration. 

2.  If,  before  his  emigration,  the  Frenchman  had  not  satisfied  the 
law  of  conscription.  The  question  becomes  more  difficult  when  it 
treats  of  a  man  born  abroad  of  French  parents,  and  who,  consequently, 
by  the  provisions  of  article  10  of  Code  Napoleon,  is  himself  a  French- 
man, and  bound  to  military  service,  in  conformity  with  article  6  of  the 
law  of  March  21,  1832. 

But  if,  in  France,  the  quality  of  citizen  is  now  actually  acquired  by 
parentage,  yet,  for  a  long  time,  nativity  alone  conferred  it,  and  it  may 
still  be  so  in  the  United  States.  In  such  a  case,  it  would  be  hard  to 
subiect  to  French  law  an  individual  who  should  have  fulfilled  similar 
obligations  towards  the  country  in  which  he  was  born. 

Third  question.  Does  the  French  law  of  conscription  render  the 
Frenchman,  born  and  resident  in  a  foreign  country,  subject  to  military 
service  in  the  same  degree  as  if  he  had  not  left  the  country  of  his  birth, 
or  as  if  he  had  not  caused  himself  to  be  naturalized  as  a  foreigner  ? 

This  question  is  disposed  of  by  the  solution  which  the  federal  gov- 
ernment itself  admits  to  the  second. 

If,  in  efiect,  the  Frenchman,  before  emigrating  and  causing  himself 
to  be  naturalized  in  a  foreign  country,  has  not  satisfied  the  obligation 
of  military  service,  evidently  he  may  be  prosecuted  in  France,  in  case 
of  hi«  return,  even  though  the  return  should  be  only  accidental.  Be- 
sides, he  mi^ht,  during  his  absence,  have  been  sentenced  for  contu- 
macy, and  his  presence  in  France  would  impose,  as  well  on  the  public 
authority  as  himself,  the  duty  of  clearing  off  this  contumacy. 

Such  are  the  solutions  which  the  three  questions  that  the  legation  of 
the  United  States  has  presented  to  me  can  receive.  It  is  difficult, 
moreover,  to  treat  them  theoretically,  without  knowledge  of  the  cir- 
cumstances which  may  have  given  birth  to  them,  which  often  are  of  a 
nature  to  draw  out  modifications  of  the  application  of  strict  law. 

I  will  add  that  all  the  points  treated  in  the  present  dispatch  present 
veritable  questions  of  state,  upon  which  the  government  of  the  Em- 
peror can  only  express  opinions,  but  the  solutions  belong  exclusively 
to  the  courts. 

Receive  sir,  the  assurance  of  high  consideration  with  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  your  very  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

WALEWSKI. 

Mr.  Calhoun, 

Charge  d!  Affaires  of  the  United  States  at  Paris. 
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Mr,  Cass  to  Mr.  Calhoun. 

No.  7.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  31,  1859. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  No.  11,  of  the  6th  instant^  has  been  received. 
You  are  aware  of  the  circumstances  which  make  it  important  that  we 
should  haye  precise  information  in  regard  to  those  provisions  of  the 
French  law  which  may  affect  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
The  note  of  Mr.  Mason  to  Count  Walewski,  of  the  27th  of  July  last, 
expresses  the  views  which  are  maintained  by  the  United  States  in 
regard  to  the  exemption  from  involuntary  military  service  due  to  their 
naturalized  citizens  in  foreign  countries,  and  is  entirely  approved  by 
the  President. 

Thd*  principles  of  the  French  law,  as  explained  by  Count  Walewski 
in  his  note  to  you  of  the  25th  ultimo^  mighty  if  rigidly  enforced, 
seriously  affect  the  rights  of  American  citizens,  and  we  indulge  the 
confident  expectation  that  the  French  government  will  take  such 
measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  persons  born  in  France  and 
naturalized  in  the  United  States^  when  returning  for  temporary  pur- 
poses to  the  land  of  their  birth,  from  being  held  responsible  for  the  non- 
performance of  any  military  duty,  unless  they  had  actually  been  called 
upon  to  perform  such  duty  previous  to  their  emigration.  There  is  a 
misapprehension  upon  this  point  in  Count  Walewski' s  note  which  it  is 
important  should  be  corrected,  and  ^ou  will  embrace  the  first  favorable 
opportunity  for  this  purpose.  It  is  not  understood  that  under  any 
circumstances  is  a  returned  Frenchman,  naturalized  in  the  United 
States,  liable  to  be  required  to  perform  military  service  ;  but  he  is  held 
criminally  responsible,  and  subject  to  punishment,  for  having  left 
France  without  fulfilling  every  duty  which  during  life  he  would  be 
held  to  render.  Count  Walewski  supposes  that  this  is  a  principle  also 
recognized  by  the  government  of  the  United  States.  In  tnis,  however, 
there  is  a  grave  error.  The  note  of  Mr.  Mason  does  not  justify  this 
inference.  The  minister  of  foreign  affairs  deduces  from  it  the  admis- 
sion that  the  United  States  refuse  their  protection  to  the  Frenchman 
become  a  naturalized  citizen  in  the  two  following  cases : 

1.  If  the  obligation  of  military  service  be  anterior  to  the  epoch  of 
emigration. 

2.  If,  before  his  emigration,  the  Frenchman  had  not  satisfied  the 
law  of  conscription. 

These  positions  are  not  in  accordance  with  the  principles  maintained 
by  the  United  States,  nor  are  they  legitimate  deductions  from  the 
views  presented  by  Mr.  Mason.  On  the  contrary,  his  note  states  clearly 
and  briefiy  our  doctrine  to  be,  that  the  naturalized  emigrant  cannot  be 
made  responsible,  on  his  return,  for  any  military  duty,  unless  he  had 
been  actually  required  to  perform  it  before  his  emigration,  and  had 
deserted  from  it.  We  do  not  recognize  the  binding  obligation  of  con^ 
tingent  duties  depending  for  their  performance  upon  time  and  other 
future  circumstances.  Accompanying  this,  you  will  receive  the  copy 
of  a  letter  of  instructions,  of  the  8th  of  July  last,  to  the  minister  of  tne 
United  States  at  Berlin,  respecting  a  case  affecting  an  American  citizen 
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which  recently  occurred  in  the  kinj^om  of  HanoTer.  This  dispatch, 
together  with  the  letter  to  Mr.  Holer,  of  which  you  have  a  copy,  con- 
tains the  views  of  this  government  on  the  subject  of  the  rights  of  natu- 
ralized American  citizens  returning  to  their  native  country.  You  will 
also  receive,  herewith,  a  copy  of  two  other  dispatches  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, to  our  minister  at  Berlin.  It  is  considered  unnecessary  to  enter, 
at  present,  into  any  further  consideration  of  the  matter. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  an  understanding  should  exist  between  this 
government  and  that  of  France,  by  which  all  danger  of  collision  upon 
this  important  subject  should  be  avoided.  We  cannot  believe  that  the 
pretension  to  punish  an  American  naturalized  citizen  for  leaving  France, 
when  by  so  doing  he  vicflated  no  actual  existing  duty  he  was  then 
required  to  perform,  will  be  enforced  in  France.  It  is  not  expected 
you  should  ur^e  this  subject  with  undife  haste,  as  there  is  no  practical 
case  now  requiring  action;  but,  as  opportunity  offers,  jrou  will  present 
it  to  Count  Walewski,  explain  to  him  precisely  the  position  we  occupy, 
and  make  known  to  him  our  wish  that  the  French  government  should 
adopt  such  measures  as  will  protect  American  citizens,  under  the  cir- 
camstances  stated,  from  being  interfered  with  on  their  return  to  France. 

There  is  one  remark  in  the  note  of  Count  Walewski  to  you  to  which 
it  may  be  well  to  advert.  It  is  stated  that,  by  the  French  code,  a  man 
born  abroad  of  French  parents  is  bound,  on  his  return,  to  perform 
military  service.  But  I  understand  it  to  be  conceded  by  Count  Wa- 
lewski that  this  provision  does  not  apply  in  cases  where  such  person  is 
bom  in  a  country  which  recognizes  nativity  as  carrying  witn  it  the 
right  of  citizenship.  That  is  an  essential  part  of  our  political  institu- 
tion, and  the  soundness  of  the  French  position  is,  therefore,  no  subject 
for  our  consideration. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 

W.  R.  Calhojto,  Esq., 

cfec,  cfec,  dc. 


Mr.  Bicker  to  Mr.  Com. 

[Extract.] 


No.  4.]  CONSULATB  GENERAL  OF  THE  UNITED  StATBS  OF  AMERICA, 

Frankfort-onrthe-Mainf  January  4,  1860. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  just  received  from 
Mr.  Joseph  Schierberg,  dated  at  Damme,  in  the  Grand  Duchy  of 
Oldenburg,  2d  instant.  It  seems  to  call  for  some  stronger  action  than 
a  vice-consular  officer  is  able  to  exercise,  however  energetically  dis- 
posed he  may  be.  It  is  the  old  story— of  which  cases  are  springing 
up  every  day — of  claims  on  American  citizens  with  American  ^ass* 
ports,  to  perform  German  military  service.  His  excellency  Minister 
Wright,  no  doubt,  fell  into  the  error  of  supposing  that  my  district 
extended  over  Oldenburg,  from  the  circumstance  plain  enough  to 
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everybody  in  this  country,  that  such  an  arrangement  would  be  &r 
more  judicious  and  proper  than  the  present  one.  I  have  replied  to 
Mr.  Schierberg  that  he  should  apply  to  Mr.  Vice-consul  Doering ;  but, 
in  case  of  his  absence  or  of  his  inability  to  render  him  the  required 
assistance,  to  write  to  me  again,  and  I  would  endeavor,  in  some  way 
or  other,  to  get  a  protest  before  the  Oldenburg  government.  *         * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,   sir,  your  obedient, 
servant, 

SAMUEL  KICKED, 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass^ 

Secretary  of  StcUe^  Washington. 


Dahmb,  Grand  Dukedom  of  Oldenburg, 

January  2d,  1860. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  was  arrested  in  this  place  on  the  28th  of  December, 
1869,  for  owing  military  service  to  the  Grand  Duke  of  Oldenburg,  at 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  by  an  oflSicer  of  the  above-named  gov- 
ernment and  taken  to  the  ^^AnU-Hcmae/*  or  before  the  magistrate  of 
this  town,  who  had  a  warrant  for  me,  which  he  read  to  me ;  and  he 
gave  me  the  choice  of  being  taken  on  foot  to  the  capital  of  this  country, 
the  city  of  Oldenburg,  or  give  bonds  to  the  amount  of  eighteen  hun- 
dred ($1,800)  dollars  in  rrussian  currency.  I  preferred  the  latter, 
and  gave  bonds  for  that  amount.  I  emigrated  from  Damme  in  the 
year  1835,  in  the  month  of  March  or  April,  with  all  our  family,  my 
mother  being  a  widow  at  that  time,  my  rather  having  died  three  years 
previous.  I  was  at  the  time  of  our  emigration  to  the  United  States 
nine  years  old.  We  arrived  in  Baltimore  in  June  or  July  the  same 
year,  (1835,)  and  went  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  at  which  place  I  have 
resided  ever  since.  I  was  naturalized  in  Cincinnati  by  a  judge  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas,  when  E.  C.  Roll  was  clerk  of  that  court.  I 
left  Cincinnati  at  tne  age  of  thirty-one,  on  the  7th  of  September,  1859, 
for  New  York,  and  sailed  on  the  Bremen  steamer  "New  York,"  for 
Southampton,  and  went  over  to  Havre,  France ;  from  thence  to  Paris, 
via  Strasburg,  to  Frakfort-on-the-Main,  where  I  staid  several  days  at 
hotel  "Landsberg ;"  from  Frankfort  to  Hanover,  and  then  to  Osna- 
briick.  and  to  this  place,  to  visit  some  of  my  relations. 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  that  I  wrote  to  the  Hon.  Joseph  A. 
Wright,  United  States  minister  at  Berlin,  Prussia,  on  the  day  of  my 
arrest.  I  wrote  to  him  also  that  I  have  a  United  States  passport, 
signed  by  the  Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  (dated  Washington,  August  15, 1859,) 
Secretary  of  State ;  in  which  passport,  my  wife,  three  children,  ana 
servant  are  mentioned.  I  came  to  Europe  on  the  advice  of  my  doctor, 
on  account  of  bad  health,  and  I  intend  to  return  next  summer  to  the 
United  States. 

The  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Wright,  United  States  minister  at  Berlin, 
answers  me  as  annexed. 
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Dear  sir,  you  will  confer  a  great  favor  to  me  bj  answering  this 
letter.     Myself  and  wife  feel  somewhat  uneasy  in  this  case.     You  will 
please  answer  at  your  earliest  convenience. 
Yours,  respectfully,  &c., 

JOSEPH  SCHIERBERG. 
Hon.  Samuel  Bicker, 

U.  S.  Consul  Generalj  FrarJcfort-ovr-the-Main. 


Berlin,  December  31,  1859. 

Dear  Sir:  Yours  of  the  28th  instant  is  before  me.  The  Oldenburg 
government  has  no  right  to  your  military  service.  Your  arrest  is  a 
great  outrage.  You  are  an  American  citizen,  and  entitled  to  full 
protection.  I  am  not,  however,  accredited  to  the  government  which 
has  arrested  you.  You  should  write  immediately  to  Mr.  Bicker,  our 
consul  general'  at  Franktbrt-on-the-Main,  who  will  promptly  attend 
to  your  case  and  give  all  necessary  instruction  and  aid.  I  believe  he 
has  a  vice-consul  at  Oldenburg. 

In  haste,  &c., 

JOSEPH  A.  WBIGHT. 
Mr.  *  Joseph  Schierberg, 

Damme,  Ac. 


Mr.  Doering  to  Mr.  Appleton. 

[Extract.] 

No.  1.]  Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

Oldenburg,  January  12,  1860. 

I  have  to  inform  the  department  of  the  arrest  of  an  American  citizen, 
Mr.  Joseph  Schierberg,  from  Cincinnati,  by  the  Oldenburg  government, 
as  being  held  liable  to  military  service ;  he  having  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  in  his  ninth  year,  with  his  mother.  Mr.  Schierberg,  at 
hifl  arrest  in  Damme,  addressed  himself  to  our  minister  in  Berlin^  his 
excellency  Joseph  A.  Wright,  but  the  same  not  being  accredited  to 
this  government,  referred  Mr.  Schierberg  to  Mr.  Bicker,  consul  general 
of  the  United  States  in  Frankfort.  This  consulate  not  being  within 
the  consular  general  district  of  Mr.  Bicker,  Mr.  Schierberg  was  directed 
by  the  same  to  apply  to  me,  as  vice-consul  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of 
Oldenburg,  for  redress. 

Mr.  Schierberg  having  given  bonds  for  1 ,800  thalers,  was  permitted  to 
come  to  Oldenburg,  and  called  on  me  for  his  protection  as  an  American 
citizen.  I  called  immediately  on  Mr.  Yon  Bassing,  minister  of  the 
foreign  department,  stated  the  circumstances  of  Mr.  Schierberg,  and 
asked  for  his  release.  The  minister  asserted  the  full  Justice  of  their 
claim  upon  Mr.  Schierberg,  and  that  the  acquired  citizenship  of  the 
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United  States  did  not  release  him  of  his  duty  owing  unto  them.  I 
told  the  minister  that  our  government  would  protect  Mr.  Schierberg, 
and  claim  his  release ;  showed  him  also  the  answer  which  Mr.  Schier-^ 
berg  had  receired  from  Mr.  Joseph  A.  Wright,  our  minister,  and  that 
of  our  consul  general,  Mr.  Kicker;  for  the  same  purpose.  I  referred 
also  to  the  same  circumstances,  which  but  lately  had  happened  in  the 
kingdom  of  Hanover,  and  also  this  government  had  given  up  their 
claim  and  released  the  man.  The  minister  finally  declared  that  they 
could  not  go  to  war  with  the  United  States,  but  this  matter  could  only 
be  settled  in  the  regular  diplomatic  way.  They  would  consider  the 
matter  till  to-morrow.  If  they  would  come  to  another  conclusion,  he 
would  send  me  word ;  but  if  not,  it  would  have  to  be  settled  as  he 
Btated. 

These  are  the  particulars  of  my  interview  with  the  minister  of  thd 
foreign  department.  As  no  word  was  sent  to  me  the  next  day,  1 
presumed  they  had  concluded  not  to  release  Mr.  Schierberg,  but  hold 
on  to  their  claim.  I  wrote  therefore  to  his  excellency  Joseph  A« 
Wright,  all  these  particulars,  submitted  the  whole  to  him,  and  asked 
for  further  instructions,  as  the  minister  of  the  foreign  department  on 
a  similar  occasion  had  refused  to  acknowledge  Mr.  Epping,  the  former 
consul  here,  as  the  proper  diplomatic  person  to  interfere. 

However,  to  preserve  the  friendly  intercourse  which  heretofore  has 
existed  between  this  and  our  government,  I  made  some  other  personal 
efibrts  for  the  release  of  Mr.  Schierberg.  This  morning  I  called  on 
the  attorney  general,  to  ascertain  what  other  proceedings  they  would 
enter  upon.  Here  I  received  the  assurance  that  all  further  prosecution 
against  Mr.  Schierberg  would  be  dropped,  he  having  proved  that  he 
had  emigrated  in  his  ninth  year,  as  Schierberg  asserts,  to  the  United 
States.  This  will  likely  have  been  done  at  this  time,  and  Mr.  Schier- 
berg was  at  liberty.  Also  of  these  facts  I  have  informed  our  minister 
in  Berlin,  in  a  postscript. 

The  attorney  general  told  me  he  intended  to  apply  for  a  law  that 
all  those  who  emigrated  or  had  emigrated  before  the  seventeenth  year 
of  their  age  should  not  be  held  liable  to  military  duty  at  their  return 
here ;  and  by  such  a  law  he  hoped  all  future  conflicts  with  the  United 
States  would  be  avoided. 

Should  any  other  circumstances  in  this  case  occur,  or  any  other  of 
this  kind,  I  shall  keep  the  department  advised. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  DOERINO, 
United  States  Vice-Consul, 

John  Appleton,  Esq., 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State  y  Washington^  D.  C 
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Mr.  Richer  to  Mr.  Caas. 

[Extract.] 
No.  26.]         OONSULATB  GENERAL  OP  THE  UnTTED  StaTBS  OF  AMERICA. 

FravkfortH/nrthe-Main,  January  19,  1860. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  you  herewith  the  copy  of  a  second 
letter  received  from  Joseph  Schierberg,  dated  at  Damme,  the  16th 
instant. 

In  my  dispatch  No.  21,  of  the  14th  instant,  it  is  stated  that  by  the 
present  system  of  reclamation,  Germany  did  not  recover  from  the 
many  thousands  who  yearly  emigrate,  more  than  some  half  a  dozen 
or  less,  for  each  State.  That  statement  is  not  exactly  correct.  AU 
Grermany  regains  to  her  use  not  more  than  half  a  dozen  yearly ;  but  in 
the  aggregate  the  number  is  equal  to  some  half  a  dozen  for  each  Ger- 
man State,  of  those  returned  German  travelers  who  require  consular 
protection  ;  of  those  who  are  police-hunted,  arbitrarily  oppressed,  or 
in  some  other  manner  unjustly  molested  ;  of  those  who  are  prevented 
firom  accomplishing  the  purpose  for  which  they  have  returned — ^being 
kept  out  of  their  native  State,  and  consequently  obliged  to  leave  busi- 
ness transactions  unsettled,  in  many  cases  forfeiting  to  the  advantage 
of  their  former  governments  estates  inherited,  &c. ,  merely  from  fear 
of  arrest  and  molestation,  annoyances  from  which  their  American 
nationality  should  of  right  afford  them  ample  security. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  BICKER. 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secreiary  of  State^  Washington. 


Damme,  Grand  Duchy  of  Oldenburg, 

January  16,  1860. 

Your  letter  of  the  4th  instant  came  duly  to  hand  on  the  evening  of 
the  6th.  The  next  morning  I  left  for  Oldenburg.  I  called  on  Mr.  C. 
H.  Doering,  United  States  vice-consul,  stated  to  him  my  case ;   also 

Save  him  your  letter  and  that  of  the  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Wright,  United 
tates  minister  at  Berlin.  He  said  he  would  do  for  me  sdl  he  could. 
He  called  on  the  proper  officers  of  this  government.  He  informed  them 
that  the  United  States  government  would  protect  me ;  but  it  appears 
that  the  Oldenburg  government  do  not  acknowledge  Mr.  Doering  as  the 
authorized  person  to  interfere  in  such  cases.  I  informed  Mr.  Doering 
that  I  was  anxious  to  have  my  case  settled  as  soon  as  possible,  on  account 
of  releasing  my  security.  Mr.  Doering  accompanied  me  to  the  military 
court-house.  I  was  examined  by  the  doctor,  then  sent  to  the  State's 
attorney,  who  asked  me  more  questions  than  I  could  answer.  I  told 
him  at  what  age  I  emigrated  with  our  family  to  the  United  States, 
&c.,  &c.,  the  same  I  wrote  you  in  my  former  letter. 
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The  State's  attorney  then  told  me  to  go  to  Damme,  and  prove  before 
the  magistrate  that  I  emigrated  at  the  age  I  stated ;  which  I  have 
done.  I  supposed  that  would  end  the  case,  but  I  was  mistaken.  The 
amtmann  or  magistrate  told  me  I  had  to  appear  at  the  capital  on  the 
18th  instant,  or  forfeit  my  bonds.  I  leave  in  the  morning  for  Olden- 
burg. I  will  inform  you  what  disposal  they  make  of  my  case.  I  shall 
not  pay  a  dollar  if  they  should  impose  a  fine  on  me,  and  I  hope  the 
United  States  government  will  protect  me.  Mr.  Doering  has  done  all 
for  me  that  was  in  his  power. 

I  am,  &c., 

JOSEPH  SCHIERBERG. 
Hon.  Mr.  Bicker, 

United  States  GonstH  Oeneraly  Frankfori-orirth^Main. 


Mr.  Goes  to  Mr.  SMeiden. 


Department  ov  State, 

Washingtoriy  Jantuiry  26,  I860. 

Sir:  Your  note  of  the  28th  of  November  last,  relative  to  the  claim 
of  Bremen  to  surrender  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  the 

fovernments  of  other  German  States,  on  the  ground  of  their  being 
eserters  from  the  military  service  of  those  States,  was  duly  received, 
and  has  been  taken  into  consideration. 

In  reply,  I  have  to  state  that,  while  you  correctly  represent  that,  by 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  desertion  from  the  army  is  made  a  crime, 
a  person  charged  therewith  must  be  clearly  shown  to  have  incurred  the 
obligation  to  serve. 

The  views  of  the  President  upon  the  subject  are  contained  in  the 
accompanying  extract  from  an  instruction  of  the  8th  of  June  last,  from 
this  department,  to  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Berlin.  As 
this  instruction  denies  the  right  of  the  German  governments  to  claim 
military  service  from  returning  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States 
under  the  circumstances  there  set  forth,  the  right  of  Bremen  to  surren- 
der them  in  order  that  that  service  may  be  required  of  them  elsewhere, 
cannot,  of  course,  be  acquiesced  in.  On  this  latter  point,  the  opinionn 
of  this  government  were  so  fully  communicated  to  you  on  the  9th  of 
April  last,  that  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  repeat  them  now.  It  is 
proper  to  add,  however,  that  I  had  no  intention  m  that  communication 
to  intimate  a  doubt  of  the  entire  good  faith  of  the  government  of  Bre- 
men in  its  intercourse  with  other  governments,  because  no  such  doubt 
is  entertained  by  the  United  States.  It  was  quite  necessary,  however, 
to  inform  you  that  the  arrest  of  our  citizens  in  Bremen,  under  the 
circumstances  mentioned  in  your  note  of  the  28th  of  November  last, 
for  the  purpose  of  their  extradition,  would  not  be  regarded  by  this 
government  as  consistent  with  such  faith. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  you,  sir,  renewed  assurances 
of  my  high  consideration. 

LEWIS  CASS. 

SunoLPH  ScHLEiDEN,  Esq., 

Ac,  ikc.y  (£c. 
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Mr.  Casa  io  Mr.  Buchanan. 

No.  15.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  4,  1860. 

Snt:  Your  dispatches,  to  No.  34  inclusive,  have  been  received. 

I  have  already  conveyed  to  you  the  approbation  of  the  President  of 
the  views  you  have  presented  to  the  government  of  Denmark  respect- 
ing the  case  of  Mr.  Smidt.  With  regard  to  the  reimbursement  you 
have  demanded  of  the  amount  paid  oy  Mr.  Smidt  for  a  substitute, 
your  course  is  also  approved;  and,  if  necessary,  you  will  make  known 
to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  the  expectation  of  this  government 
that  the  justice  of  the  claim  will  be  recognized  and  the  amount  re- 
funded. 

But  it  is  proper  to  observe  that  we  have  no  right  to  ask  the  return 
of  the  sum  paid  by  Mr.  Smidt  for  a  substitute,  and  the  discharge  of 
such  substitute  also.  The  pecuniary  remuneration  to  Mr.  Smidt  will 
satisfy  our  just  demand  upon  the  government  of  Denmark. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 

James  M.  Buchanan,  Esq.,  dtc,  c^c, 

Copenhagen. 


Mr.  Bicker  to  Mr.  Cass. 

[Extract.] 


No.  51.]      Consulate  General  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Frankfort-on'the-Main^  February  14,  1860. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  annexed  the  copy  of  a  letter  just  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Joseph  Schierburg,  dated  at  Damme,  the  13th  instant. 

The  particulars  of  Mr.  Schierburff's  case  were  brought  to  your  notice 
in  my  aispatches  Nos.  4  and  26.  You  will  now  perceive  that  he  has 
been  liberated  by  the  attorney,  on  the  ground  that  the  doctor  had 
found  him  unfit,  and  that  he  had  emigrated  at  an  early  age  with  his 
parents. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  regard,  sir,  ybur  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

SAMUEL  BICKER. 
Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Damme,  February  13,  1860. 

Dear  Sir:  I  was  discharged  at  Oldenburg,  by  the  State's  attorney, 
on  the  ground  that  the  doctor  found  me  unfit  for  service,  and  that  I 
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emigrated  to  the  United  States  at  an  early  age  with  my  parents.  I 
would  have  written  to  you  before  this,  but  I  have  been  unwell  since 
my  return  from  Oldenburg.     I  took  a  bad  cold  in  the  stage  coach. 

Please  accept  my  thanks  for  the  interest  you  have  taken  in  my  be^ 
half. 

Yours,  respectfully,  &c., 

JOSEPH  SHIERBURG. 
Hon.  Mr.  Bicker, 

U.  S.  Consvl  Generalf  Frankfort-onrthe-Main. 


Mr,  Hdm  to  Mr,  Cass. 


No.  6.]        Consulate  General  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Saviinaj  February  22,  1860. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
past  month,  the  governor  of  Sagua  la  Grande  issued  an  order  sum- 
moning Gabino  de  Liano,  a  native  of  Spain,  but  a  naturalized  Amer- 
ican citizen,  temporarily  at  that  place,  to  surrender  himself  at  the 
barracks  for  military  duty.  Mr.  Liaiio  presented  himself  at  the  gov- 
ernment house  and  exhibited  to  the  governor  his  certificate  of  natural- 
ization, together  with  his  passport  and  carta  de  doinicilia,  in  both  of 
which  he  is  described  as  an  American  citizen;  notwithstanding  which, 
the  governor  ordered  him  to  surrender  himself  at  the  barracks,  go  to 
prison,  or  give  bond  in  the  penalty  of  $318,  which  is  the  indemnity 
for  the  conscription.  To  save  himself  from  prison,  he  executed  the 
bond,  under  protest. 

The  inclosed  copy  of  my  correspondence  with  his  excellency  the  cap- 
tain general,  superior  governor  of  Cuba,  will  put  you  in  possession  of 
all  the  facts  necessary  to  a  full  understanding  of  this  case. 

You  will  perceive  that  the  captain  general  takes  the  broad  ground 
that  natives  of  Spain,  who  have  become  naturalized  citizens  of  another 
power  without  the  authorization  of  Spain,  are,  under  any  and  afl  cir- 
cumstances, upon  returning  to  the  dominions  of  Spain,  subject  to  mil- 
itary duty,  and  says  that  Mr.  Liano,  though  but  nine  years  of  age 
when  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  has  no  alternative  but  to  pay 
the  penalty  of  the  bond  or  surrender  himself  for  military  duty  ;  and 
that,  in  the  absence  of  instruction,  I  have,  in  the  most  earnest  manner, 
protested  against  any  act  by  which  Mr.  Liaiio  will  be  forced  into  the 
service  of  Spain,  or  compelled  to  pay  the  penalty  of  the  bond  coerced 
from  him,  and  executed  under  protest. 

I  did  not  think  the  note  of  his  excellency  the  captain  general  left 
room  for  argument,  and  therefore  deemed  it  proper  merely  to  state  that 
the  government  of  the  United  States  would  not  consent  that  her 
adopted  citizens,  when  temporarily  abroad,  even  when  visiting  or  tem- 
porarily residing  in  the  country  of  their  nativity,  should  be  forced  by 
a  foreign  power  to  perform  military  duty,  from  which  position  I  shall 
not  depart.  And  I  must  state  that  I  am  of  opinion  the  captain  gene- 
ral has  given,  or  will  give,  the  order  to  the  governor  of  Sagua  la 
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Grande  to  enforce  the  penalty  of  the  bond,  or  compel  LiaSo  to  enter 
the  service  of  Spain.     Under  these  circumstances,  I  must  ask  full  in- 
struction in  the  premises  at  your  earliest  convenience. 
I  am,  with  profound  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

CH.  J.  HELM. 
Hon.  Lewis  Casr, 

Secretary  of  Siaie^  Washington. 


CJoNSULATB  General  op  the  United  States  of  America, 

Havana^  January  18, 1860. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  orders  were  recently  issued 
by  the  lieutenant  governor  at  Sagua  la  Grande  for  the  arrest  of  Gavino 
de  Liafio,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  with  the  view  of  forcing  him 
to  perform  military  duty  as  a  Spanish  subject.  The  facts,  as  I  am 
informed  and  believe,  are  as  follows:  Gavino  de  Liaiio,  when  nine 
years  of  age,  emigrated  with  his  parents  from  Spain  to  America,  and 
that  when  he  arrived  at  the  proper  age  he  was  admitted  under  our 
naturalization  laws  a  citizen  of  the  United  States ;  that  in  May,  1858, 
he  came  to  Cuba  with  a  passport  issued  by  the  Spanish  consul  resident 
at  San  Francisco,  in  which  he  is  described  as  an  American  citizen; 
that  shortly  after  his  arrival  here  he  was  compelled  to  take  out,  as  an 
American  citizen,  a  carta  de  domicUiay  and  has  remained  in  this 
island,  recognized  in  all  his  intercourse  with  officials  and  private  indi- 
viduals as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States ;  that  when  advised  of  the 
order  for  his  arrest  he  presented  himself  in  person  to  the  governor  and 
exhibited  to  him  his  certificate  of  naturalization,  claiming  his  exemp- 
tion from  military  duty  and  his  rights  as  an  American  citizen ;  not- 
withstanding whichj  the  governor  ordered  him  to  give  security  in  the 
sum  of  $318  as  the  substitute  for  the  conscription,  go  to  prison,  or 
surrender  himself  at  the  barracks;  that  to  save  himself  from  imprison* 
ment  he  gave  the  security,  under  protest. 

Mr.  Liano  avers  that  in  coming  to  Cuba  he  never  intended  to  resume 
his  original  nationality,  but  that  from  the  time  he  first  landed  at 
Havana  to  the  present  moment  he  has  on  all  proper  occasions  pro- 
claimed himself  a  citizen  of  his  adopted  country ;  that  the  carta  de 
domicUia  granted  to  him  by  this  government  is  a  full  recognition  of 
his  American  citizenship ;  in  fact,  it  was  because  of  his  foreign  citizen- 
ship that  he  was  compelled  to  take  out  this  grant  of  temporary  resi- 
dence, I  presume  that,  under  the  foregoing  statement  of  facts,  it  will 
not  be  contended  that  Mr.  Liano  owes  military  service  to  the  Spanish 
government,  and  must  therefore  request  that  your  excellency  cause 
the  bond  executed  by  Mr.  Liano  to  be  canceled,  and  all  further  pro- 
ceedings against  him  by  reason  of  the  foregoing  to  be  dismissed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  profound  respect^  your  obedient 
servant, 

CH.  J.  HELM. 

His  Excellency  the  Capt.  Gen.  Don  Francisco  Serrano, 

Superior  Governor  of  Cubay  Ac. ,  (kc  ,  Ac, 

Ex.  Doc.  38 15 
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[Translation.] 

GoVBRNBfENT  CaPTAIN  GkNERALCY  AND  SUPERINTBNDENCY  BY  DELEGATION 
OF  THE  EVER  FAITHFUL  ISLAND  OF  CUBA.      OFFICE  OF  THE  GOVERNMENT 

Secretary,  Sbchon  of  Go\'^rnment  No.  3973. 

Havana,  February  14,  1860. 

Being  informed  of  the  contents  of  your  communication  dated  the 
17th  of  January,  in  order  to  consider  as  exempted  from  the  military 
service  of  Spain  the  youn^  man  Don  Gavino  de  Liano^  as  he  appears 
inscribed  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  I  have  to  state  that,  even 
not  taking  into  account  the  age  he  had  when,  with  an  uncle  of  his,  he 
came  from  the  peninsula  to  North  America,  for  similar  cases  the  royal 
decree  of  the  iTth  November,  1852,  declares  "that  the  foreigner  ob- 
taining naturalization  in  Spain,  as  well  as  the  Spaniard  obtaining  it 
within  the  territory  of  another  power,  without  the  knowledge  and 
authorization  of  his  respective  government,  shall  not  exempt  himself 
from  the  obligations  which  were  consequent  to  his  primitive  nation- 
ality, although  the  subject  of  Spain  may  in  other  respects  lose  the 
quality  of  a  Spaniard,  conformably  to  what  is  prescribed  in  article  Ist 
of  the  constitution  of  the  monarchy/'  For  which  reason  he  has  no 
recourse  left  to  him  but  to  enter  the  military  service  or  redeem  himself 
with  the  quota  of  indemnity. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

FRCO.  SERRANO. 

The  Consul  General  of  the  United  States. 


GoBiERNO  Capa.  General  y  SuPERiNTENDENaA  DeLbqada  de  Hacienda 

DB  LA  SiBBiPRE  FIEL  ISLA  DE  CUBA.      SeCRETARIA  DB  GoBIERNO,  SbOCION 
DE  GOBIERNO  No.  3973. 

Habana,  14  de  Febrero  de  1860. 

Enterado  de  la  comunicacion  de  V.  S.  fecha  17  de  Enero  en  orden  6, 
considerar  exento  del  servicio  militar  de  Espana  al  joven  Don  Gabino 
de  Lia&o  por  aparecer  inscripto  como  ciudaaano  de  los  Estados  Unidos, 
debo  manifestar  que,  aun  prescindiendo  de  la  edad  en  que  paso  con 
untio  suyo  de  la  peninsula  al  Norte  America,  en  casos  semejantes  el 
real  decreto  de  17  de  Noviembre  de  1862,  declara  **que  el  estrangero 
que  obtuviere  naturalizacion  en  Espaiia,  asi  como  el  Espanol  que  la  ob- 
tuviere  en  el  territorio  de  otra  potencia,  sin  el  conocimiento  y  autori- 
zacion  de  su  ^obierno  respective,  no  se  libertar&  de  las  obligaciones 

Sue  eran  consiguientes  &  su  nacionalidid  primitiva,  aunque  el  subdito 
e  Espaiia  pi^rda  en  otro  concepto  la  calidad  de  Espanol,  con  arreglo 
&  lo  dispuesto  en  el  articulo  1^  de  la  constitucion  de  la  monarquia." 
Por  lo  cual  no  le  queda  mas  que  entrar  en  el  servicio  militar  6  redi- 
mirse  con  la  cuota  de  indemnizacion. 
Dion  guarde  &  V.  S.  muchos  anos. 

FRCO.  SERRANO. 
8dr  Consul  Gbnl  de  los  Estados  Unidos. 
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Consulate  General  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Havana^  February  20,  1860. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's 
note  of  the  14th  instant,  in  reply  to  my  communication  of  the  ifth 
ultimo,  asking  that  the  proceedings  against  Gavino  de  Liaiio,  a  natu- 
ralized American  citizen,  temporarily  residing  at  Sagua  la  Grande, 
who  had  been  simimoned  by  the  governor  of  that  place  to  surrender 
himself  at  the  barracks  for  military  service,  be  dismissed,  and  the  bond 
coerced  from  him,  and  executed  under  protest,  be  discharged. 

I  had  hoped,  and  from  the  conversation  I  had  with  your  excellency 
on  the  subject  did  believe,  that  Mr,  Liano  would  not  be  pursued  far- 
ther, and  hence  the  decision  of  your  excellency,  as  communicated  to 
me  in  your  note,  was  read  with  great  regret  and  some  surprise. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  will  not  consent  that  her 
adopted  citizens  when  temporarily  abroad^  even  when  visiting  or  tem- 
porarily residing  in  the  country  of  their  nativity,  shall  be  forced  by 
a  foreign  power  to  perform  military  duty ;  and  I  must,  in  the  most 
earnest  and  solemn  manner,  in  the  absence  of  instructions  from  my 
government,  object  to  any  act  by  which  Mr.  Liano  will  be  forced  into 
the  military  service  of  Spain,  or  be  compelled  to  pay  the  bond  coerced 
from  him  as  the  indemnity  for  the  conscription. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  personal  regards  and  profound  respect, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  J.  HELM. 

His  Excellency  the  Capt.  Gen.  Don  Francisco  Serrano, 

Superior  Governor  and  Captain  General  of  Cuba^  dec, ,  dec. 


Consulate  General  of  the  United  States, 

Havanay  February  20,  1860. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  inclose  you  a  copy  of  my  correspondence  with  his 
excellency  the  captain  general,  on  the  subject  of  the  attempt  by  the 
governor  of  Sagua  la  Grande  to  force  Gavino  de  Lia&o,  a  naturalized 
American  citizen,  to  perform  military  duty  in  the  service  of  Spain. 

I  will  thank  you  to  instruct  or  advise  Mr.  Liaiio  not  to  pay  the  bond, 
as  I  am  satisfied  the  government  of  the  United  States  will  protect  him 
in  his  rights  as  an  American  citizen. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  J.  HELM. 

Hugh  Martin,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul  at  McUanzas. 


Mr.  Cass  to  Mr.  Helm. 


Department  of  State, 
Washington,  March  3,  1860. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch.  No.  5,  has  been  received,  inclosing  your  cor- 
respondence with  the  captain  general  on  the  subject  of  a  recent  orr 
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issued  by  the  governor  of  Sagua  la  Grande,  summoning  a  naturalized 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  temporarily  residing  at  that  place,  to  sur- 
render himself  at  the  barracks  for  military  duty. 

A  copy  of  the  correspondence  which  you  have  transmitted  respect- 
ing this  affair  has  been  sent  to  the  United  States  minister  at  Maarid, 
who  has  been  requested  to  call  the  attention  of  the  government  of  her 
Catholic  Majesty,  without  delay,  to  this  case,  as  one  in  which  much 
interest  is  felt  by  the  President,  involving  as  it  does  the  claim  of  a 
foreign  government  to  interfere  with  the  personal  security  and  liberty 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  whose  interests  may  require  them  to 
return  temporarily  to  the  respective  countries  of  which  they  were  once 
inhabitants.  This  claim  which,  as  you  are  aware,  is  denied  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  has,  in  all  recent  cases,  been  yielded 
without  hesitation,  upon  a  representation  of  this  government  respect- 
ing it.  These  views  are  given  in  a  dispatch  of  the  8th  of  July  last, 
addressed  to  Mr.  Wright,  at  Berlin,  a  printed  copy  of  which  you  will 
receive  with  this  communication. 

Fortunately,  such  cases  as  the  one  in  question  are  not  likely  to  be 
of  frequent  occurrence,  and  the  President  indulges  the  confident  hope 
that  the  government  of  her  Catholic  Majesty  will  at  once  direct  its 
authorities  in  Cuba  to  put  a  stop  to  all  further  proceedings  against 
Mr.  Liaiio,  and,  at  the  same  time,  take  such  measures  as  may  prevent 
the  recurrence  of  similar  proceedings  so  likely  to  interrupt  the  friendly 
relations  of  the  two  countries. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 

C.  J.  Helm,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul  Oeneral,  Havana. 


Mr,  Helm  to  Mr.  Cass. 


No.  7.]        Consulate  General  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Havana^  February  28,  1860. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  received  on  yesterday  a 
note  from  his  excellency  the  captain  general,  superior  governor  of 
Cuba,  informing  me  that  he  had  resolved  to  cancel  the  bond  executed 
by  Gavino  de  Liano,  at  Sagua  la  Grande,  as  the  indemnity  for  the  con- 
scription, suspend  all  further  proceedings  against  him,  and  submit  the 
case  to  his  government,  with  the  recommendation  that  Gavino  de 
Liano  be  exempted  from  military  duty;  a  copy  of  which,  together 
with  my  reply,  is  herewith  inclosed. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  J.  HELM. 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 
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GOYHEINMENT  CaPTAIN  GeNERALCY  AND  SuP£;RINTENDENCT  BT  DELEGATION 

OF  THE  Exchequer  of  the  ever  faithful  Island  of  Cuba. 

Office  of  the  Government  Secretary, 

Havana,  February  23,  1860. 

I  have  received  your  communication  of  the  20th  instant,  in  which 
you  are  pleased  to  present  me  some  observations  in  respect  to  the  de- 
claration made  by  this  superior  civil  government,  in  the  case  as  to 
whether  there  is  or  not  the  obligation  to  enter  the  military  service  on 
the  part  of  the  young  man  Gavino  de  Liaiio,  a  Spaniard  by  birth,  now 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  residing  at  present  in  the  town  of  Sagua 
la  Grande,  and  demanded  by  the  roy^  order  of  the  27th  of  May,  1858, 
as  a  conscript  for  the  proportion  of  Santa  Maria  del  Cazon  in  the 
peninsula. 

Before  entering  into  the  merits  of  the  case,  taking  notice  of  one  of 
your  remarks,  I  have  to  state  that  if,  on  your  speaking  to  me  confi- 
dentially upon  this  matter,  I  may  have  given  you  some  expectations 
of  a  favoraole  result,  it  was  in  the  understanding  that  it  referred  to  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  born  in  it,  preserving  his  original  nation- 
ality, and  not  subject  to  any  of  the  obligations  which  the  laws  of  Spain 
impose  upon  the  natives  of  this  country. 

But  the  case  is  very  different  from  that  which  I  had  understood. 
There  appears  in  the  expediente  of  the  affair,  in  a  manner  which  leaves 
no  doubt  that  Gavino  de  Liano  was  born  in  Spain ;  that  at  an  early  age 
he  went  to  the  United  States,  where  he  became  naturalized,  without 
the  permission  of  the  Spanish  government;  and  that  on  his  coming,  at 
a  later  day,  to  the  Island  of  Cuba,  he  fixed  his  residence  at  the  said 
town  of  Sagua  la  Grande. 

In  this  understanding,  and  considering  the  article  45th  of  the  royal 
decree  of  17th  of  November,  1852,  in  which  it  is  definitely  established 
that  Spaniards  obtaining  letters  of  naturalization  in  a  foreign  country, 
without  the  authorization  of  her  Majesty's  government,  shall,  when 
they  return  to  Spain,  be  subject  to  the  same  obligations  as  if  they  had 
never  been  naturalized  in  another  country,  I  could  not,  in  strict  law, 
&il  to  apply  to  the  young  man,  Gavino  de  Liano,  the  sovereign  com- 
mand which  has  foreseen  the  case  in  which  he  finds  himself. 

According  to  the  good  principles  of  international  policy,  this  question, 
in  its  present  state,  should  be  treated  of  at  the  court  of  Spain,  directly 
between  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  and  her 
Majesty's  government.  Being  desirous,  however,  of  showing  to  you 
all  deference,  which  you  and  the  nation  whose  representative  you  are 
here  deserve,  recognizing  that  in  the  case  of  Gavino  de  Liano  there  are 
some  circumstances  which  may  render  it  equitable  that  he  be  exempted 
firom  the  military  service ;  but  in  the  impossibility  of  exceeding  my 
powers,  by  leaving  without  effect  the  two  sovereign  commands  before 
cited,  I  have  resolved  that  the  case  be  referred  to  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment, with  a  report  favorable  to  the  pretension  supported  by  you,  and 
that  until  a  definitive  resolution  be  issued  the  proceedings  against 
Liano  be  suspended ;  that  the  bond  be  canceled  ;  and  that  he  be  not 
compelled  to  perform  military  service.     All  of  which  I  say  to  you  f^" 
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your  information  and  in  answer  to  your  communication  above  mentioned. 
Gk)d  preserve  you  many  years. 

FRCO.  SERRANO. 
The  Consul  General  op  the  United  States,  in  this  city. 


Consulate  General  op  the  United  States  op  America, 

Havana,  February  28,  1860. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  on  yesterday,  of 
your  note  of  the  23d  instant,  informing  me  that  you  had  resolved  to 
suspend  all  proceedings  against  Gavino  de  Liano,  and  cancel  the  bond 
which  he  executed,  under  protest,  as  the  indemnity  for  the  conscrip- 
tion. 

I  shall,  with  great  pleasure,  forward  a  copy  of  your  communication 
to  Washington  by  the  first  mail,  that  the  important  international 
question  involved  in  our  correspondence  may  be  acted  on  by  the  govern- 
ments of  her  Catholic  Majesty  and  the  United  States,  either  there  or 
at  Madrid. 

I  am,  sir,  with  profound  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  J.  HELM. 

His  Excellency  the  Capt.  Gen.  Don  Francisco  Serrano, 

Superior  Governor  of  Cuba,  dec,  ike,  dtc, 


Mr.  Appleton  to  Mr,  Helm. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  8,  1860. 

Sir:  Tour  dispatch  No.  7  has  been  received,  in  which  you  state  that 
the  captain  general  has  resolved  to  cancel  the  bond  executed  by  Mr. 
Liano  as  the  indemnity  for  conscription,  to  suspend  all  fiirther  pro- 
ceedings against  him,  and  submit  the  case  to  nis  government,  with 
the  recommendation  that  Mr.  Liano  be  exempted  from  military  duty. 
The  department  has  been  much  gratified  to  learn  that  the  captain 
general  has  bepn  induced  to  yield  to  your  representations  in  this  case, 
and  relieve  Mr.  Liano  from  the  embarrassing  condition  in  which  he 
was  placed.  You  will  take  an  early  opportunity  of  making  known  to 
the  captain  general  how  highly  the  courtesy  which  he  has  shown  in 
this  matter  is  appreciated  by  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

Your  correspondence  with  the  captain  general  has  been  read  with 
interest  and  pleasure,  and  your  proceedings  receive  the  approval  of  the 
department. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  APPLETON, 

Assistant  Secreiary. 
C.  J.  Helm,  Esq. , 

United  States  Consul  Oenerai,  Havami. 
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Mr.  Bicker  to  Mr.  Cass. 

No.  61.]       Consulate  General  op  the  United  States  op  America, 

Frankfort-on-the-Main^  February  23,  1860. 

Sir:  Application  has  just  been  made  to  me  for  my  official  assistance 
in  behalf  of  a  Mr.  Anton  Weidmann,  said  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  who  is  now  in  difficulty  in  Rhenish  Bavaria,  in  consequence 
of  a  claim  for  personal  military  services. 

I  do  not  think  it  is  within  my  power  to  assist  Mr.  Weidmann  effect-- 
uaUtf,  and  an  inadequate  interference  might  even  aggravate  his  position. 

But  it  is  proper  that  I  should  bring  his  case  to  your  notice,  and,  by 
the  present,  I  have  the  honor  to  do  so,  and  to  solicit,  in  his  behalf,  the 
needful  protection  against  the  outrage  oflfered  to  him,  and  through  him 
to  every  American  citizen. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  &c., 

SAMUEL  RICKER. 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  Sta^te^  Washington. 


Mr.  Buchanan  to  Mr.  Cass. 

[Extract.] 

No.  45.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Copenhagen^  February  26,  1860. 

Sib:  After  I  had  closed  my  dispatch  to  you  (No.  44)  this  morning, 
your  dispatch  (No.  15)  came  to  hand. 

I  am  truly  glad  to  see  that  my  course  in  regard  to  the  case  of  the 
naturalized  citizen,  Mr.  Boie  Smidt^  has  been  approved  of  by  the 
President.  You  may  rely  on  it,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  take  strong 
ground  in  regard  to  theyt^  rights  of  our  naturalized  citizens.  They 
are  constantly  subjected  to  annoyances  in  Europe.  I  have  several  cases 
before  me  at  present,  but  I  do  not  apprehend  much  difficulty  with  any 
of  them,  if  I  can  only  myself  be  satisfied  with  the  regularity  and  cor- 
rectness of  the  naturalizaiion  papers.  You  will  see,  by  my  dispatch  of 
to-day,  that  we  have  a  new  Danish  ministry  here ;  and  I  am  gratified 
to  believe  that  the  new  minister  of  foreign  affairs  is  extremely  well- 
inclined  towards  our  government. 

I  will  have  an'  immediate  interview  with  his  excellency,  Mr.  Hall, 
the  new  minister^  in  regard  to  the  matter  of  Mr.  Boi6  Smidt,  and  I 
doubt  not  it  will,  after  a  while,  be  satisfactorily  arranged. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obeaient  servant, 

JAMES  M.  BUCHANAN. 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  dtc.j  etc.,  dc. 
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Mr.  Buchanan  to  Mr,  Cass, 

[Extract.] 

No.  46.]  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

Copenhagen^  February  29,  1860. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  Monday  last,  the  day 
after  the  reception  of  your  dispatch  No.  15,  I  addressed  a  note  to  his 
excellency  Mr.  Hall,  the  new  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  asking  an 
early  interview  with  him,  my  object  being  to  bring  to  his  immediate 
notice  the  still  unsettled  case  of  Mr.  Boie  Smidt.  Looking  to  the  kind 
relations  which  have  existed  between  Mr.  Hall  and  myself,  when  he 
was  at  the  head  of  the  ministry  of  foreign  affairs,  and  looking  also  to 
the  fact  that  he  and  myself  had  had  some  correspondence,  and  much 
conversation,  in  respect  to  this  case  of  Mr.  Boie  Smidt,  whilst  he  (Mr. 
Hall)  occupied  that  position,  I  thought  it  best  to  converse  with  him  in 
person,  rather  than  to  address  to  him  a  formal  communication. 

Hi  :^  :^  m^  *  *  :^  *  :lli 

At  the  time  appointed  I  called  on  the  minister  of  the  foreign  office. 
He  received  me  with  great  kindness  and  cordiality.  I  explained  to 
him  the  object  of  my  visit,, and  I  read  to  him  that  part  of  your  dispatch 
terminating  with  the  words  *' and  the  amount  refunded;"  the  remainder 
of  the  dispatch  I  thought  it  better  to  reserve  for  further  consideration, 
inasmuch  as  I  had  been  informed,  but  not  by  the  Danish  government, 
that  the  ^^  substitute"  had  been  already  discharged.  The  minister 
heard  patiently  what  I  had  to  say,  and  I  took  occasion,  among  other 
things,  mildly  to  remind  him  of  what  I  had  previously  assured  him, 
that  the  government  of  the  United  States  would  feel  itself  bound  to 
vindicate  the  just  rights  of  our  naturalized  citizens  at  all  times  and  in 
allplaces. 

The  minister  assured  me  that  he  had  hoped  the  case  of  Mr.  Smidt 
had  been  already  settled,  that  he  would  take  it  into  immediate  consid- 
eration, and  would  determine  it  one  way  or  another  with  as  little  delay 
as  possible. 

It  is  proper  to  say  that  although  my  interview  with  the  minister 
was  full,  and,  as  far  as  it  went,  satisfactory  to  me,  he  by  no  means 
committed  himself  to  any  line  of  action.  He  desired  time  for  exami- 
nation and  reflection,  and  I  cheerfully  acquiesced  in  the  propriety  of 
his  taking  it.  The  minister  expressed  his  gratification  that  I  have 
proposed  to  converse  with  him  rather  than  to  have  addressed  to  him  a 
formal  note  on  the  subject  in  question,  and  I  assured  him  that  it  was 
always  agreeable  to  me  to  converse  freely  with  one  who  seemed  so  well 
disposed  to  do  what  might  be  just  and  proper. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  I  may  have  some  difficulty  in  obtaining  the 
indemnity  required,  but  still  in  the  end  I  think  I  shall  succeed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  M.  BUCHANAN. 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Cass  to  Mr.  Preston. 

No.  25.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  1,  1860. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of 
the  22d  ultimo  from  the  consul  general  of  the  United  States  at  Havana 
to  this  department,  on  the  subject  of  a  recent  order  issued  by  the  gov- 
ernor of  Sagua  la  Grande,  summoning  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  temporarily  residing  at  that  place,  to  surrender  himself 
at  the  barracks  for  military  duty. 

It  appears  that  Mr.  Liano,  the  individual  alluded  to,  who  is  a  native 
of  Spain,  answered  the  summons  of  the  governor,  and  exhibited  to  him 
his  certificate  of  naturalization,  with  other  proofs  of  his  American 
citizenship  ;  notwithstanding  which,  however,  he  was  ordered  either  to 
go  to  the  barracks  for  the  performance  of  the  military  service  exacted 
of  him,  or  give  bond  in  the  penalty  of  $318,  as  indemnity  for  the  non- 
performance of  such  service.  To  escape  being  sent  to  prison,  he  exe- 
cuted the  bond,  under  protest. 

A  copy  of  the  correspondence  respecting  this  affair  which  has  taken 
place  between  the  consul  general  of  the  United  States  and  the  captain 
general  of  Cuba  accompanies  the  transcript  of  the  former's  dispatch, 
herewith  sent. 

You  are  requested  to  call  the  attention  of  the  government  of  her 
Catholic  Majesty,  without  delay,  to  this  case,  as  one  in  which  much 
interest  is  felt  by  the  President,  involving,  as  it  does,  the  claim  of  a 
foreign  government  to  interfere  with  the  personal  security  and  liberty 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  whose  interests  may  recjuire  them  to 
return,  temporarily,  to  the  respective  countries  of  which  they  were 
once  inhabitants.  This  claim,  which,  as  you  are  aware,  is  denied  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  has,  in  all  recent  cases,  been 
yielded  without  hesitation,  upon  representation  of  the  views  of  this 
government  respecting  it.  These  views  are  given  at  length  in  a  dis- 
patch of  the  8th  of  July  last,  addressed  to  Mr.  Wright,  at  Berlin,  a 
printed  copy  of  which  you  will  receive  by  the  next  mail. 

Fortunately,  such  cases  as  the  one  in  question  are  not  likely  to  be 
of  frequent  occurrence;  and  the  President  indulges  the  confident  hope 
that  the  government  of  her  Catholic  Majesty  will  at  once  direct  its 
authorities  in  Cuba  to  put  a  stop  to  all  further  proceedings  against  Mr. 
Liano,  and  at  the  same  time  take  such  measures  as  may  prevent  the 
recurrence  of  similar  proceedings,  so  likely  to  interrupt  tne  friendly 
relations  of  the  two  countries. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 

W.  Preston,  Esq.,  cfec,  cfec,  Madrid. 


Mr.  Cass  to  Mr.  Ten  Brook. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  March  7,  1860. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  No.  8  has  been  received,  with  the  draft  of  a 
communication  which  you  propose  to  address  to  the  Ba^ai\&Ti  ^qty^til- 
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ment,  touching  the  case  of  Mr.  Wittelshofer,  and  for  which  you  desire 
the  approval  of  the  department.  I  am  directed  to  acquaint  you  that 
subsequent  to  the  receipt  by  the  department  of  the  first  communication 
respecting  the  application  of  Mr.  Wittelshofer,  the  whole  subject  of 
the  rights  of  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States,  in  connection 
with  the  claims  of  the  several  governments  of  which  they  were  for- 
merly subjects  to  their  services  for  the  performance  of  military  duty, 
has  received  the  careful  consideration  of  the  President. 

The  views  entertained  by  the  President  upon  this  important  subject 
are  stated  at  length  in  a  communication  dated  July  8, 1859,  addressed 
to  the  United  States  minister  at  Berlin,  a  printed  copy  of  which  is 
transmitted  herewith,  for  your  information  and  guidance. 

In  place  of  the  letter  which  you  proposed  to  address  to  the  Bavarian 
government,  you  are  requested  to  lose  no  time  in  making  known  the 
views  of  the  President  to  his  excellency  Baron  Von  Schrenck,  the  min- 
ister of  the  royal  house  and  of  foreign  affairs,  with  whom  you  have 
had  correspondence  on  the  subject.  You  will  be  especially  careful  to 
assure  his  excellency  that  the  American  government  has  no  desire  to 
interfere  in  the  slightest  degree  with  the  domestic  affairs  of  Bavaria, 
or  excuse  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  visit  that  kingdom  for 
any  crime  Vhich  they  may  commit  against  its  peace  and  order.  It 
only  demands,  as  it  surely  may  rightfully  do,  that  when  its  citizens 
who  go  there  submit  themselves  in  good  faith  to  its  laws,  and  conduct 
themselves  in  a  peaceable  and  orderly  manner,  they  shall  be  protected 
in  their  persons  and  property,  and  shall  be  permitted  to  enter  and 
leave  the  kingdom  without  molestation. 

The  claim  of  any  foreign  government  to  interfere  with  the  personal 
security  and  liberty  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  whose  interests 
may  require  them  to  return  temporarily  to  their  respective  countries 
of  which  they  were  once  inhabitants,  and  who  have  committed  no  crime 
or  been  guilty  of  no  offense,  is  utterly  denied  by  the  government  of 
the  United  States.  In  various  recent  cases  of  the  arrest  of  naturalized 
citizens  of  the  United  States  by  foreign  governments,  for  the  perfor- 
mance of  military  service,  such  individuals  have  been  released  on  a 
representation  of  the  facts  and  a  statement  by  the  proper  functionaries 
of  the  views  of  the  American  government  in  respect  to  this  question. 

Fortunately,  such  cases  as  that  of  A.  Wittelshofer,  or  of  Bernhard 
Schleck,  who,  as  the  department  is  to-day  informed  by  the  United 
States  consul  general  at  Frankfort,  a  copy  of  whose  dispatch  is  here- 
with inclosed,  has  been  called  to  the  Bavanan  army,  and  required  to 
enter  upon  active  service  at  Spire,  on  the  22d  instant,  are  not  likely  to 
be  of  frequent  occurrence,  and  the  President  indulges  the  confident 
hope  that  the  Bavarian  government  will  at  once  direct  the  proper  au- 
thorities to  put  a  stop  to  all  further  proceedings  in  the  case  of  Schleck, 
and  at  the  same  time  take  such  measures  as  may  prevent  the  recur- 
rence of  similar  proceeding  so  likely  to  interrupt  the  friendly  relations 
of  the  two  countries. 

You  are  quite  aware  that  it  is  only  due  to  the  courtesy  of  the  Bava- 
rian government  to  enter  into  a  correspondence  with  a  consular  officer 
respecting  the  rights  of  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States  in 
Bavaria,  a  subject  which  more  properly  appertains  to  the  duties  of  a 
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diplomatic  functionary,  and  that  it  may,  without  impropriety,  decline 
any  longer  to  continue  with  you  the  correspondence. 

To  meet  this  contingency,  it  has  been  thought  proper  to  transmit  a 
copy  of  this  letter,  and  of  the  inclosures  accompanying  it,  to  the  min- 
ister of  the  United  States  at  Berlin,  to  whom  you  are  requested  to  re- 
port your  proceedings. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 
Andrew  Ten  Brook,  Esq., 

United  States  ConsiU^  Munich,  Bavaria. 


[Extract.] 

No.  67.]        Consulate  General  of  THE  United  States  OF  Abierica, 

Frankfort-on-the-Main,  February  28,  1860. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  application  has  just  heen 
made  to  me  for  my  official  protection  by  Mr.  Bernhard  Schleck,  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  bearer  of  passport  No.  16,675,  dated  Washing- 
ton, January  3,  1860. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Schleck  died  when  he  was  about  three  years  of 
Age.  He  emigrated  to  America  seven  years  ago,  when  at  the  age  of 
about  fourteen  years,  and  has  now  come  back  to  Bhenish  Bavaria,  his 
native  country,  to  receive  his  paternal  inheritance,  amounting  to  some- 
thing more  than  three  thousand  dollars,  on  which  sum  he  has  calcula- 
ted to  complete  certain  engagements  in  New  York,  and  the  loss  of  it 
will  involve  him  in  utter  ruin. 

Instead  of  friendly  facilities  to  enable  him  to  touch  the  capital,  for 
which  he  expressly  came,  and  then  return  to  New  York  to  attend  to 
his  business  m  that  city,  he  has  been  called  to  the  Bavarian  army,  and 
must  enter  upon  active  service,  at  Spire,  on  the  22d  of  next  month.  I 
suppose  he  might  easily  escape  personal  service ;  but  it  would  be  at 
the  expense  of  the  three  thousand  dollars  fortune,  on  which  Bavaria 
maintains  a  lien,  and  would  no  doubt  be  right  glad  to  have  an  excuse 
to  take  into  actual  possession. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  RICKER. 
Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Mr.  Cass  to  Mr.  Preston. 


No.  26.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  8,  1860. 

Sir  :  Since  the  date  of  my  last  instruction  to  you,  a  dispatch  has  been 
received  at  the  department  from  Mr.  C.  J.  Helm,  the  consul  general  of 
the  United  States  at  Havana,  stating  that  he  had  received  from  the 
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captain  general  of  Cuba  a  note  informing  him  that  he  had  resolred  to 
cancel  the  bond  executed  by  Gavino  de  Liano,  at  Sagua  la  Grande,  as 
the  indemnity  for  the  conscription,  suspend  all  further  proceedings 
against  him,  and  submit  the  case  to  his  government  with  the  recom- 
mendation that  Gavino  de  Liano  be  exempted  from  military  duty.  A 
copy  of  the  dispatch  of  Mr.  Helm,  and  its  accompaniments,  is  herewith 
transmitted  for  your  information. 

Although  it  is  not  doubted  that  the  intervention  of  this  government 
in  behalf  of  Mr.  LiaSo  will  result  in  his  exemption  from  the  military 
service  exacted  of  him,  the  opportunity  which  his  case  presente  is 
deemed  a  favorable  one  for  pressing  upon  the  government  oi  her  Cath- 
olic Majesty  the  necessity  of  its  taking  such  precautionary  measures  as 
will  prevent  a  recurrence  of  similar  causes  of  complaint.  You  will, 
therefore,  carry  out  the  instructions  contained  in  my  last  dispateh,  and 
urge  the  speedy  adoption  of  these  measures  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's 
government. 

The  views  of  the  United  States  upon  this  subject,  which  are  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  spirit  of  the  age,  will,  it  is  confidently  believed, 
finally  prevail  among  all  enlightened  nations. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 

W.  Prbston,  Esq.,  etc.,  cfec,  Madrid. 


Mr.  Bicker  to  Mr.  Cass. 


No.  72.]        Consulate  General  of  the  Untted  States  op  America, 

Frank/ort-on-the^Main,  March  9,  1860. 

Sir:  In  my  No.  21  of  the  14th  January  last,  I  brought  to  your 
notice  the  case  of  Mr.  John  MSgly,  and  at  his  urgent  request,  I  now 
have  the  honor  again  to  solicit  your  interference  in  his  behalf.  He  has 
been  required  by  the  Bavarian  government  to  perform  military  ser- 
vices, and  has  to  enter  upon  active  duties,  at  Spire,  on  the  22d  of  the 
present  month. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

SAMUEL  BICKER. 
Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Mr.  Appleton  to  Mr.  Ten  Brook. 

Department  op  State, 
Washington^  March  18,  1860. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication  addressed  to 
this  department  by  S.  Bicker,  Esq.,  United  States  consul  general  at 
Frankfort,  in  relation  to  the  case  of  Austin  Weidmann,  said  to  be  a 
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citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  who  is  now  in  difficulty  in  Bavaria. 
Ton  will  please  report  the  facts  of  this  case  to  the  department  for  its 
consideration. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  APPLETON, 

Assistant  Secretary. 
A.  Ten  Brook,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul^  Munich. 


Mr.  Cass  to  Mr,  Wright. 


No.  30.]  Department  op  State, 

Washingtm,  March  30,  1860. 

Sir:  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  dispatch, 
dated  the  7th  instant,  from  the  department  to  Mr.  Ten  Brook,  consul 
of  the  United  States  at  Munich,  in  reference  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Wittel- 
Bhofer,  which  may  poBsibly  form  the  subject  of  a  correspondence 
between  yourself  and  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  at  Bavaria. 
Tour  aispatches  to  No.  119  of  the  7th  instant  have  been  received. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 
Joseph  A.  Wright,  Esq,  cfec,  Berlin. 


Mr.  Appleton  to  Mr.  Bicker. 

Department  op  State, 
Washington^  AprU  5,  1860. 

Sir:  Your  dispatches  numbered  21  and  72,  relating  to  the  protec* 
tion  of  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States,  have  been  received. 

You  will  find  the  views  entertained  by  the  President  upon  this  sub- 
ject in  a  dispatch,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed,  addressed  on 
the  7th  ultimo  to  Mr.  Ten  Brook,  the  United  States  consul  at  Munich, 
and  in  a  dispatch,  dated  July  8th,  to  the  United  States  minister  at 
Berlin,  a  printed  copy  of  which  is  also  transmitted  for  your  information 
on  this  subject. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  APPLETON. 
Assistant  Secretary. 
S.  Bicker,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul  Oeneralj  Frankfort-on-the-Main. 


MESSAGE 


or   THK 


PRESIDENT  OF   THE  UNITED  STATES, 


COMMUNICATINO, 


In  oomplxance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate^  further  information  in 
rdation  to  the  oompulaory  enlistment  of  American  cUizens  in  the  army 
of  Prussia, 


Mat  S,  1860. — Read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed ;  and  that  5,000  additional  cc^^^e  printed 

for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


0' 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stages: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2d  of  Feb- 
rnary,  1859,  requesting  information  in  regard  to  the  compulsory 
service  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  the  army  of  Prussia,  I 
transmit  an  additional  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the 
documents  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

JAMES  BUCHANAN. 

Washington,  April  30,  1860. 


Department  op  State, 
Washington,  April  30,  1860. 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  the  honor  to  represent  that,  since  the 
report  of  this  department  of  the  10th  of  last  month,  relative  to  the 
compulsory  service  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  the  army  of 
Prussia,  has  been  printed^  it  has  been  discovered  that  the  instruction 
to  Mr.  Wright,  at  Berlin,  of  the  12th  of  May  last,  was  accidentally 
omitted.  A  copy  of  that  instruction  is  consequently  hereunto  annexed. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

LEWIS  CASS. 
The  Presidknt. 


Mr,  Cass  to  Mr.  Wright, 


No.  18.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  May  12,  1859. 

Sir:  In  the  dispatch  from  this  department  of  December  10,  1858, 
you  were  requested  to  procure  and  transmit  reliable  information  re- 
Ex.  Doc.  38 16 


242  COMPULSORY   ENLISTMENT 

specting  the  law  of  Prussia  relating  to  natives  of  that  country  natu- 
ralized in  the  United  States  and  returning  to  the  place  of  their  birth, 
and  were  informed  that,  upon  its  receipt,  the  views  of  this  government 
would  be  communicated  to  you  upon  various  questions  anfecting  that 
class  of  our  citizens.  Your  letter  transmitting  this  information  has 
been  received^  has  been  submitted  to  the  President,  and  I  am  now  to 
convey  to  you  his  instructions  for  your  guidance  under  the  circum- 
stances. 

I  need  not  repeat  the  considerations,  heretofore  adverted  to,  which 
induce  European  emigrants,  naturalized  in  the  United  States,  to  de- 
sire to  revisit  the  countries  of  their  birth.  It  is  certain  that  in  some 
of  these  countries,  Prussia  particularly,  serious  impediments  exist  to 
the  gratification  of  this  desire,  to  the  grave  injury  of  the  persons  thus 
harassed,  and  with  no  obvious  corresponding  advantage  to  the  coun- 
tries themselves. 

The  grievances  in  Prussia,  of  which  we  have  a  right  to  complain, 
are  t(£|JB|descriptions,  one  being  harsh  regulations,  which  it  is  com- 
petenl^^Khe  government  of  the  country  to  impose,  but  which  are  so 
oppressive  and  it  is  believed  unnecessary,  as  to  be  scarcely  consistent 
with  that  comity  and  courtesy  which  friendly  States  owe  to  one  another ; 
and  the  other  being,  in  the  opinion  of  the  United  States,  in  violation 
of  the  treaty  between  them  and  Prussia.  I  shall  call  your  attention  to 
these  subjects  of  complaint. 

The  most  friendly  feeling  has  always  existed  between  these  two 
States,  and  the  President  confidently  relies  upon  the  disposition  of  the 
Prussian  government  to  receive  our  representations  in  an  amicable 
spirit,  and  to  furnish  such  redress  as  the  circumstances  may  justly  call 
for.  The  change  you  anticipated  in  the  government  of  Prussia,  by 
the  inauguration  of  a  regency,  and  to  which  you  look  forward  as  an 
event  that  would  probably  prove  favorable  for  the  consideration  of 
these  subjects  having  taken  place,  the  present  time  may  aflbrd  you  a 
proper  opportunity  to  urge  these  questions  upon  that  government,  and 
you  will  not  fail  to  commence  your  task  by  impressing  upon  the  minister 
of  foreign  aflairs  the  importance  which  is  attached  in  this  country  to 
the  accomplishment  of  the  objects  indicated. 

The  rights  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  of  Prussia  to 
enter  and  reside  in  the  territories  of  those  powers  respectively  are  pre- 
scribed and  regulated  by  the  treaty  between  them  of  May  1,  1828.  It 
is  therein  provided,  that  **the  inhabitants"  (meaning  thereby,  by  the 
practical  exposition  of  the  parties,  their  respective  citizens^  '^  shall 
mutually  have  liberty  to  enter  the  ports,  places,  and  rivers  oi  the  ter- 
ritories of  each  party  wherein  foreign  commerce  is  permitted."  Baron 
Manteufiel,  in  the  declaration  contained  in  his  note  to  you  of  Novem- 
ber 9, 1857,  'Hhat,  from  the  existing  laws  of  Prussia,  no  former  subject 
of  the  King,  whatever  his  condition  may  be,  has  the  right  of  claiming 
his  readmission  into  Prussia,"  has  advanced  a  pretension  which  this 
government  considers  palpably  inconsistent  with  this  clause  of  the 
treaty. 

The  right  of  entrance  is  unconditional  and  unlimited,  and  no  dis- 
tinction is  recognized  in  the  enjoyment  of  its  benefits  between  native- 
born  and  naturalized  citizens  ;  nor  is  it  competent  for  either  of  the 
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parties  to  make  such  a  distinction,  and  to  restrict,  at  its  pleasure,  the 
operation  of  that  instrument.  Had  there  been  any  reason  whatever 
to  suppose  that  Prussia  would  assume  this  power,  the  treaty  would  not 
have  been  concluded,  for  this  government  has  no  constitutional  author- 
ity to  recognize  classes  among  its  citizens,  and  to  embrace  some  of 
them  in  its  treaty  stipulations  while  others  are  excluded.  It  does  not 
appear  that  the  claim  of  a  right  to  judge  what  American  citizens  shall 
be  excluded  from  its  benefits  has  ever  been  actually  enforced,  and  its 
application  in  Mr.  Dully e's  case  is  clearly  disclaimed.  We  may 
expect  that  it  will  be  disavowed  by  the  Prussian  government,  and  the 
obligations  of  the  treaty  admitted,  according  to  the  plain  import  of  the 
terms. 

The  reciprocal  right  of  entrance  into  the  territories  of  the  parties 
having  been  thus  provided  for,  provision  was  then  made  for  residence 
therein  in  the  following  words:  **They  shall  be  at  liberty  to  sojourn 
and  reside  in  all  parts  whatsoever  of  said  territories,  in  ord^^  attend 
to  their  affitirs,  and  they  shall  enjoy  to  that  effect  the  saHpecurity 
and  protection  as  natives  of  the  country  wherein  they  reside,  on  con- 
dition of  their  submitting  to  the  laws  and  ordinances  there  prevailing." 
This  clause  is  sufficiently  clear,  in  the  judgment  of  this  ffovernment, 
to  preclude  any  controversy  respecting  its  meaning,  and  yet  Baron 
Manteuffel  claims  for  the  Prussian  government  a  power  of  administra- 
tion expressly  at  variance  with  the  rights  herein  secured,  and  which, 
if  exercised,  would  leave  the  treaty  inoperative,  so  far  as  regards  the 

Jaestion  of  residence.  In  his  letter  to  you,  he  maintains  that  the 
^russian  "government  has  the  incontestible  right  to  decide,  per  ae^ 
whether  or  not  it  be  expedient  for  it  to  allow  a  stranger  to  sojourn  in 
Prussia,"  &c.  The  government  of  the  United  States,  on  the  contrary, 
maintains  that  every  American  citizen  has  the  incontestible  right  to 
enter  the  Prussian  territories,  and  there  to  remain  undisturbed,  so  long 
as  he  submits  "to  the  laws  and  ordinances  there  prevailing."  It  is 
not  denied  that  the  right  claimed  by  Baron  Manteuffel  is  one  of  the 
attributes  of  national  sovereignty,  which  any  government  may  exer- 
cise when  not  restrained  by  conventional  stipulations.  But  the  United 
States  and  Prussia  have  contracted  with  each  other  that  the  power  of 
expulsion  shall  not  be  assumed,  unless  under  the  circumstances  pre- 
scribed by  the  treaty.  The  question,  therefore,  in  any  given  case,  is 
not  what  the  parties  might  do,  by  the  public  law  of  the  world,  but 
what  theyimay  do,  consistently  with  the  obligations  they  have  respect- 
ively incurred. 

The  condition  of  residence  being  submission  to  the  laws  and  ordi- 
nances, it  is  competent  for  the  government  of  the  country  having 
reason  to  believe  that  this  condition  has  been  violated,  to  direct  an 
inquiry  to  be  instituted,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  if  there  is  any  just 
ground  of  complaint  against  the  suspected  party.  The  ordinary  crim- 
inal jurisdiction  of  the  country  is  wholly  independent  of  the  treaty 
stipulations.  These  apply  only  to  the  power  of  expulsion.  The  man- 
ner of  conducting  this  inquiry  is  not  prescribed  by  the  treaty,  but  it 
should,  no  doubt,  be  in  conformity  with  the  institutions  of  the  country, 
and  managed  with  fairness  and  impartiality.  In  the  dispatch  addressed 
to  you  from  this  department,  and  dated  December  10,  1858,  this  sub- 
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ject  was  briefly  considered,  and  the  right  of  the  Prussian  authorities 
to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  American  citizens,  in  the  same  manner 
the  conduct  of  Prussian  citizens  is  inquired  into,  fully  admitted ;  and 
this  principle  of  administration  leads  necessarily  to  the  admission 
made  in  the  same  dispatch,  that  our  citizens  resident  in  Prussia  are 
subject  to  all  the  police  regulations  of  the  kingdom,  and  responsible 
to  the  tribunals  intrusted  with  their  maintenance.  The  difference, 
however,  in  the  constitution  and  practice  of  the  judicial  courts,  and 
of  these  police  tribunals,  leads  to  one  of  the  practical  grievances  yon 
have  pointed  out.  The  ordinary  courts  of  justice  are  open,  and  their 
proceedings  free  to  public  observation  and  scrutiny,  while  parties  ac- 
cused are  always  heard  in  their  defense.  On  the  contrary,  it  appears 
that  the  police  investigations  are  conducted  in  secret,  and  our  citizens, 
in  such  cases,  are  kept  in  ignorance  of  the  accusation  and  the  accuser, 
and  are  thus  deprived  of  the  natural  right  of  self-defense. 

Indepy^nt  of  general  principles  of  justice,  which  are  violated  by 
such  a  i^W  of  investigation,  there  are  obvious  considerations  why  in 
the  determination  of  a  question  of  right,  like  that  in  M.  DuUye's  case, 
arising  out  of  conventional  obligations  with  another  country,  the  pro- 
ceedings should  be  open,  with  proper  opportunity  of  defense,  so  as  to 
carry  with  them  a  satisfactory  conviction  of  their  justice  and  impar- 
tiality. Every  Prussian  subject  residing  in  the  United  States  would 
be  entitled,  in  the  event  of  an  accusation  against  him,  to  this  process 
of  examination,  and  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  what  reasonable  objec- 
tions there  can  be  to  the  introduction  of  the  same  system  into  Prussia, 
and  its  extension  to  all  cases  where  the  rights  of  American  citizens 
are  concerned.  Sudden  ejection  from  Prussia  might  be  seriously 
injurious  to  an  American  citizen^  and  if  he  is  kept  in  ignorance  of 
the  charges  against  him,  he  may  be  the  victim  of  personal  hostility, 
and  learn  their  existence  by  the  judgment  of  expulsion  only. 

I  fully  concur  with  jrou  in  the  opinion,  that  copies  of  the  papers 
upon  which  an  American  citizen  nas  been  condemned,  should  be 
furnished  upon  application.  Indeed,  it  is  so  obviously  just  that  I 
have  been  unable  to  conjecture  what  reason  can  be  given  for  the 
refusal.  Baron  Manteuffel  misapprehends  the  relation  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  their  citizens,  when  he  supposes  that 
it  cannot  interest  the  government  to  know  upon  what  evidence  an 
American  citizen  has  been  excluded  from  the  enjoyment  of  rights 
guaranteed  by  treaty  stipulations.  It  interests  this  government  at 
all  times  to  know  how  the  conventional  engagements  into  which  it 
enters  are  observed,  and  especially  when  they  involve  cherished  per- 
sonal rights.  Without  at  all  calling  in  question  the  good  faith  or 
impartiality  of  another  government,  it  is  certainly  not  unreasonable 
that  this  government  should  be  furnished  with  the  grounds  of  pro- 
ceeding in  any  case  which  it  may  think  demands  its  interposition. 
Without  such  a  resource,  it  would  have  no  means  of  judging  how  far 
its  rights  may  have  been  respected  or  its  citizens  justly  dealt  with. 
The  claim  made  by  Baron  Manteuffel  of  the  exclusive  right  of  judg- 
ment in  these  cases  is  not  contested,  but  its  possession  furnishes  an 
additional  consideration  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  a  mode  of  proceed- 
ing which  would  carry  with  it  confidence  in  its  administration. 
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You  are  authorized  to  bring  this  subject  to  the  attention  of  the 
Prussian  government^  and  to  ask  its  favorable  action  in  relation  to  it. 

But  the  principal  subject  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  growing  out  of  the  treaty,  results  from  the  power  assumed 
by  the  Prussian  government  to  compel  the  performance  of  military 
service  in  cases  which,  in  the  opinion  of  this  government,  are  not 
justified  by  that  instrument.  Prussia  does  not  hold  to  the  doctrine  of 
perpetual  allegiance,  but  recognizes  the  right  of  her  native-born  citi- 
zens to  expatriate  themselves,  and  to  form  new  political  ties  in  a  new 
country. 

And  whatever  may  have  been  the  conflicting  views  entertained  on 
this  subject  in  former  times,  it  is  believed  that  this  right  is  now  gener- 
ally acquiesced  in  by  all  the  leading  nations  of  the  earth.  Practically, 
at  least,  it  is  not  likely  that  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  allegiance  will 
ever  hereafter  be  insisted  on.  In  this  age  of  the  world,  the  idea  of 
controlling  the  citizen  in  the  choice  of  a  home,  and  binding  him  by 
the  tie  of  a  mere  political  theory  to  inhabit,  for  his  lifetiipAa  country 
which  he  constantly  desires  to  leave,  can  hardly  be  entertamed  by  any 
government  whatever.  All,  probably,  that  can  be  expected  or  ob- 
tained, in  respect  to  citizens  or  subjects  who  wish  to  emigrate,  is,  that, 
before  emigrating,  they  shall  discharge  faithfully  the  duties,  whether 
past  or  present,  which  they  owe  to  the  country  of  their  birth.  This 
Deing  done,  they  are  free,  doubtless,  to  find  a  new  home  in  whatever 
portion  of  the  world  they  may  choose  to  live.  In  recognizing  this 
doctrine,  as  she  is  understood  to  do,  Prussia  places  herself  fully  in 
accord  with  the  spirit  of  the  age,  and  with  what  will,  doubtless,  here- 
after be  regarded  as  the  settled  law  of  the  world.  Preliminary,  how- 
ever, to  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  expatriation  in  Prussia,  it  appears, 
by  the  information  furnished  you  by  Baron  Manteufiel,  that  the  per- 
mission of  the  government  is  required,  and  that  the  violation  of  this 
law  is  punishable  by  fine  and  imprisonment.  It  is  not  known  whether 
this  law  is  stringently  enforced,  or  how  far  it  is  restrained  in  its  ap- 
plication by  considerations  of  age  or  condition,  but  it  is  not  easy  to 
reconcile  its  existence  with  a  full  admission  of  the  right  of  expatriation. 
When  a  native  Prussian  leaves  his  country,  even  without  permission, 
and  becomes  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States,  can  it  be 
reasonably  contended  that  he  is  liable  to  punishment,  should  he  return 
to  Prussia,  merely  because  he  so  left  ?  This  would  be  to  hold  that  he 
oould  be  justly  punished  for  having  exercised  an  acknowledged  right. 
It  is  indispensable  that  he  should  leave  Prussia  before  he  can  find  a 
new  home  elsewhere ;  and  to  punish  him  for  his  departure,  is  to  punish 
him  for  changing  his  home.  If  this  doctrine  is  maintained,  it  is  easy 
to  see  how  often  and  painfully  two  great  nations  may  be  brought  in 
conflict  with  regard  to  their  respective  rights  and  duties  in  the  case  of 
a  subject  of  the  one  who  has  become  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  other. 
Such  a  person  returns  to  the  land  of  his  birth,  for  example,  claiming 
no  protection  in  his  original  character  as  a  native  of  the  country,  but 
relying  on  the  government  of  his  new  home  to  see  that  he  is  not 
injured  himself,  while  he  does  wrong  to  no  one  else.  What  is  the 
duty  towards  him  of  this  new  government  ?  Shall  it  permit  him  to 
be  placed  in  prison,  or  otherwise  punished,  without  any  attempt  what- 
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ever  for  his  protection  ?  Especially  shall  it  do  this  when  there  is  a 
treaty  in  full  force  between  the  two  countries,  which  provides  that  the 
citizens  or  subjects  of  either  shall  be  allowed  to  visit  and  reside  in  the 
territories  of  the  other?  These  questions  indicate  very  clearly  in  what 
way  a  collision  of  duty  and  autnority  might  frequently  arise  among 
nations,  if  the  act  of  expatriation  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  grave  offense, 
and  punishable  by  fine  and  imprisonment.  I  am  persuaded  that  the 
enlightened  government  of  Prussia  will  not  fail  to  appreciate  this  dif- 
ficulty, and  that  your  representations  on  the  subject  will  not,  therefore, 
be  without  effect. 

In  respect  to  the  claim  of  military  service,  which  is  regarded  by  the 
States  01  Germany  as  of  great  importance,  a  manifest  distinction  is  to 
be  made  between  actual  deserters  from  the  army,  and  the  withdrawal 
from  the  country  of  persons  who  have  not  yet  been  drafted  into  service. 
The  former  are  undoubtedly  under  obligations  to  perform  their  military 
duty,  whenever  they  return  to  their  native  State.  But  the  mere  con- 
tingency tKt  he  may  be  called  into  service  cannot  place  the  citizen  or 
subject  under  the  same  obligation.  The  principle  of  compulsory 
military  service  exists  in  the  United  States,  and  all  their  citizens  able 
to  bear  arms  may  be  called  out,  if  required,  to  defend  the  republic. 
But  this  liability  which  exists,  till  destroyed  by  physical  disability, 
and  becomes  an  active  duty  when  called  for  by  the  state  of  the  country, 
interferes  with  no  man's  riffht  to  travel  at  home  or  abroad,  or  to  become 
a  member  of  some  other  political  community.  And  the  same  consider- 
ations apply  to  all  the  duties  which  men  are  required  to  perform  under 
all  governments,  such  as  serving  upon  juries,  where  juries  make  part 
of  the  judicial  system,  the  holding  of  civil  offices,  where  the  law  imposes 
this  duty,  and  various  other  kinds  of  obligatory  service  which  the 
necessities  of  society  require,  and  which  from  time  to  time  during  life 
must  be  performed.  If  the  future  liability  to  do  military  duty  creates 
a  perpetual  obligation,  wherever  the  party  may  be,  and  whatever  other 
responsibilities  he  may  have  incurred,  the  same  principle  will  enable  a 
government  to  prevent  its  subjects  or  citizens  from  ever  leaving  its 
dominions,  or  changing  their  home.  It  would  be  a  practical  denial  of 
all  right  of  expatriation,  and  a  full  assertion  of  the  doctrine  of  perpetual 
allegiance. 

In  stating  these  views  I  must  not  be  understood  as  desiring  to  limit 
in  any  manner  the  jurisdiction  of  Prussia  within  its  own  territories,  or 
to  contest  in  the  slightest  degree  its  full  control  over  its  own  municipal 
legislation.  I  appeal  only  to  the  express  language  of  our  treaty,  and 
to  those  principles  and  that  policy  which  are  approved  by  Prussia 
herself. 

So  far  as  two  of  the  points  mentioned  in  your  dispatch  of  the 
18th  of  January  are  concerned,  it  is  not  supposed  that  there  would 
be  any  serious  difference  of  opinions  between  Prussia  and  the  United 
States.  I  cannot  believe  that  the  claim  of  military  duty  will  be  in- 
sisted upon  as  against  an  American  citizen  who  left  Germany  before 
the  age  when  he  became  liable  to  military  duty.  Since  the  class  of 
those  who  leave  without  permission  after  the  age  of  liability,  but 
before  they  have  actually  been  called  into  service,  cannot  be  a  large 
one,  it  is  hoped  that  a  liberal  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  two  gov- 
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ernments  in  respect  to  the  few  persons  of  the  class  who  may  desire  to 
return  to  Prussia,  will  prevent  the  occurrence  of  any  practical  dis- 
agreement between  Prussia  and  the  United  States. 

Under  our  treaty  with  Prussia  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  American 

citizens  who  owe  no  service  to  Prussia^  and  have  broken  no  Prussian 

law,  have  a  right  to  visit  and  reside  in  Prussian  territories  without 

being  in  any  way  molested  by  the  government.     And  if  they  are 

charged  with  any  oflfense,  it  seems  only  reasonable  that  their  trial 

should  be  surrounded  with  all  the  usual  safeguards  of  a  court  of  justice. 

Or  if,  under  any  circumstances,  their  cases  should  require,  in  the 

opinion  of  the  Prussian  government,  a  summary  examination,  this 

government  surely  ought  to  be  supplied  with  copies  of  the  papers  on 

which  theproceeding  was  founded,  and  the  reasons  which  led  to  its 

resalt.     While  Prussia  has  a  perfect  right  to  proceed  against  persons 

found  within  its  jurisdiction,  the  government  of  those  persons  nas  an 

equal  right  to  inquire  whether  the  proceeding  was  reasonaUe,  and  the 

result  which  was  reached  just.  ^ 

In  discussing  this  subject  with  the  Prussian  government,  you  will 
will  bear  in  mind  its  difficulties,  and  will  aim  to  procure  a  modification 
of  the  existing  system  by  an  appeal  to  the  justice  and  intelligence  of 
the  Prussian  authorities,  rather  than  by  a  peremptory  demand,  which 
might  be  calculated  to  defeat  its  own  object. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 
Joseph  A.  Wright,  Esq., 

etc.,  dc.j  dtc. 


36th  C0NGRH3S,  )  SENATE.  ( Ex.  Doo. 

1^  Session.     )  (  No.  39. 


MESSAGE 


or   THK 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


COMMUVICATINO, 


In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  SenatCy  the  instructions  to  Mr. 

McLane,  when  appointed  Minister  to  China. 


Apeil  23,  1860. — Read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  Motion  to  print  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing. 
Mat  2,  18G0. — Report  in  favor  of  printing  the  usual  number  submitted,  considered,  and 

agreed  to. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  18th  instant^  re- 
questing a  copy  of  the  instructions  from  the  Department  of  State  to 
Mr.  McLane^  when  appointed  minister  to  China,  I  transmit  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  instructions  which  accompa- 
nied it. 

JAMES  BUCHANAN. 

Washington,  AprU  23, 1860. 


Department  op  State, 

Washingtonj  AprU  21,  1860. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  18th  instant^  requesting  the  President,  if  in  his  opinion 
not  incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  to  furnish  to  that  body  "a 
copy  of  the  instructions  from  the  Department  of  State  to  Mr.  McLane, 
when  appointed  minister  to  China,"  has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the 
President  the  instructions  called  for  by  the  said  resolution. 
Respectfiilly  submitted. 

LEWIS  CASS. 
The  President  op  the  United  States. 


INSTRUCTIONS  TO   MINISTER  TO  CHINA. 


Mr.  Marcy  to  Mr,  McLane. 

No.  2.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  November  9,  1853. 

Sir  :  The  mission  on  which  you  are  about  to  proceed  is  considered 
highly  important,  and  the  duties  of  it,  owing  to  the  disturbed  condition 
of  China,  are  likely  to  be  difficult  and  embarrassing.  The  revolution 
now  in  progress  in  that  country  cannot  fail  to  produce  results  of  vast 
magnitude  not  only  to  China,  but  to  the  entire  commercial  world.  The 
accounts  do  not  furnish  satisfactory  information  of  its  present  condition, 
or  enable  us  to  conjecture,  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  what  will  be 
its  result ;  it  is  therefore  necessary  that  you  should  be  vested  with  large 
discretionary  powers. 

You  may  establish  your  official  residence  wherever  the  convenience 
of  the  mission  may  require.  The  archives  in  charge  of  the  secretary 
of  legation  were  at  the  last  accounts  in  Canton,  and  the  commissioner 
himself  was  at  Shanghai.  You  will  make  such  change  in  this  respect 
as  you  may  deem  expedient,  and  direct  the  secretary  to  transport  the 
archives  to  such  point  as  you  may  deem  advisable. 

Without  desirmg  exclusive  privileges,  it  is  deemed  especially  im- 
portant that,  in  any  crisis  which  may  happen  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Chinese  empire,  you  should  direct  your  efforts  towards  the  establish- 
ment of  the  most  unrestricted  commercial  intercourse  between  that 
empire  and  the  United  States ;  and  it  would  be  most  desirable  that  any 
commercial  treaty  which  you  may  be  able  to  conclude  should  provide 
not  only  for  reciprocal  free  trade  between  the  two  countries  in  all 
articles  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  either,  and  for  the 
transportation  in  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  and  of  China,  of  the 
productions  of  other  countries  to  and  from  the  United  States  and  China, 
or  to  and  from  other  foreign  countries.  The  right  of  fishing  upon  the 
coasts  of  China,  and  the  free  use  of  the  harbors  and  rivers  of  that 
empire,  with  the  designation  of  all  their  ports  and  harbors  as  ports  of 
entry  and  clearance,  should,  if  possible,  be  secured  to  the  United  States. 
It  may  not,  however,  be  advisable  to  assent  to  a  reciprocal  stipulation 
on  these  points,  for,  even  if  there  might  not  be  much  cause  to  appre- 
hend that  Chinese  subjects  would  avail  themselves  of  it,  there  are 
articles  in  treaties  between  the  United  States  and  other  powers,  pur- 
suant to  which  the  latter  might  claim  from  us  the  same  privileges  for 
their  subjects.  You  will  be  duly  empowered  to  make  a  similar  treaty, 
if  practicable,  with  Corea,  Cochin  China,  or  any  other  independent 
Asiatic  power,  with  whom  we  have  no  treaty,  and  also  to  enlarge  the 
powers  and  privileges  heretofore  obtained  by  treaty  from  such  powers. 
Should  Commodore  Perry  fail  in  making  any  commercial  arrangement 
with  Japan,  you  will  renew  the  efforts  for  accomplishing  that  object, 
if  a  fair  occasion  for  doing  so  should  offer.  To  aid  you  in  these  nego- 
tiations, you  will  be  furnished  with  copies  of  such  treaties  as  have 
been  already  concluded  with  any  of  the  eastern  powers.  Your  actual 
traveling  expenses,  incurred  in  your  efforts  to  accomplish  any  of  these 
purposes,  will  be  allowed  in  the  adjustment  of  your  accounts. 
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In  1852,  Commodore  Perry  was  dispatched  to  Japan,  empowered 
and  instructed  to  open  an  intercourse  with  that  country,  and  negotiate 
a  commercial  treaty  with  it.  That  officer  has  already  visited  the  island 
and  delivered  his  letter  of  credence  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  a  high  officer  of  the  empire,  for  the  purpose  of  having  it 
transmitted  to  the  Emperor.  He  nas  since  returned  to  the  coast  of 
China,  having  given  notice  of  his  intention  of  revisiting  Japan  in  the 
coming  spring  to  receive  the  answer  of  the  Emperor.  Having  thus 
been  sent  to  Japan  with  instructions  to  open  commercial  intercourse 
with  that  empire,  and  taken  the  initiatory  steps  for  that  purpose,  it  is 
not  proposed  either  to  transfer  that  negotiation  to  you  or  to  associate 
you  with  him  in  conducting  it,  unless  he  shall  desire  your  cooperation 
therein,  and  you  shall  be  able  to  render  it  without  prejudice  to  the 
other  objects  of  your  mission. 

Should  anything  prevent  the  commodore  from  bringing  the  negotia- 
tion with  Japan  to  a  close,  you  will  be  furnished  with  instructions  in 
re^rd  to  its  further  prosecution. 

I  ou  are  herewith  furnished  with  copies  of  all  instructions  heretofore 
given  to  Commodore  Perry  touching  his  expedition.  That  excellent 
oflScer  will  be  duly  advised  of  the  powers  possessed  by  you,  and  of  the 
importance  attached  by  the  President  to  our  relations  with  China. 
Should  you  deem  the  presence  of  any  considerable  part  or  the  whole  of 
the  naval  force  under  nis  command  on  the  coast  of  China  necessary  to 
enable  you  to  carry  into  effect  the  objects  of  your  mission,  you  will 
communicate  your  views  thereon  to  the  commanding  officer  thereof. 
He  will  receive  instructions  in  regard  to  rendering  to  you  such  assist- 
ance as  the  exigencies  of  the  public  interest  may  require,  if  it  can  be 
done  without  abandoning  the  principal  end  of  his  expedition  or  seri- 
ously hazarding  its  success.  The  President  does  not  propose  to  subject 
him  to  your  control,  but  he  expects  that  you  and  he  will  cooperate  to- 
gether whenever,  in  the  judgments  of  both,  the  interests  of  the  United 
otates  indicate  the  necessity  or  the  advantage  of  such  cooperation. 
Commodore  Perry  will  be  fully  apprised  of  the  objects  of  your  mission, 
'  and  of  the  expectation  of  his  government  that  he  will  afford  you  any 
assistance  you  may  need,  unless  the  rendering  of  such  assistance  should 
be  detrimental  to  objects,  equally  important,  conmiitted  to  himself.  It 
is  anticipated  that  you  will  find  it  expedient  to  have  a  steamer  at  your 
disposal.  Commodore  Perry  will  therefore  be  instructed  to  comply 
with  your  request  in  this  respect. 

Should  the  revolutionary  movement  now  in  progress  in  China  be 
successful,  and  the  political  power  of  the  country  pass  into  other  hands, 
you  will,  at  your  discretion,  recognize  the  government  de  fdcto,  and 
treat  with  it  as  the  existing  government  of  the  country.  If  that  vast 
and  populous  empire  should  be  divided,  and  several  governments  be 
organized  within  its  present  limits,  promising  stability,  you  will  pre- 
sent yourself  to  each  as  the  diplomatic  representative  of  the  United 
States,  and  enter  into  such  treaties  with  them,  respectively,  as  you  may 
deem  advisable. 

In  fulfilling  your  duties,  it  may  be  expedient  for  you  to  visit  differ- 
<»nt  parts  of  the  empire  of  China,  as  well  as  some  of  the  neighborip"* 
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nations.     Your  actual  traveling  expenses^  in  such  cases,  will  be  allowed 
in  your  account. 

You  will  herewith  receive  a  letter  of  credit  on  the  bankers  of  the 
United  States,  at  London,  for  these  expenses,  and  for  such  assistance 
as  is  indispensably  necessary,  for  the  sum  of  $10,000. 

It  is  expected  that  you  will  keep  this  department  advised,  not  only 
of  ^our  proceedings  and  movements,  but  of  the  actual  condition  of  the 
Chinese  empire. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  MARCY. 

BoBERT  M.  McLane,  Esq.,  dc.y  c£c.,  dc. 


36th  ComKBas, )  SENATE.  ( Ex.  Doc. 

Ist  Sesnm.     <  )  No.  40. 


MESSAGE 


OP   THE 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


RKTURNIKO, 


With  his  objections  J  (he  ItU  for  the  relief  of  Arthur  Edwards  and  his 

associates. 


April  17, 1860. — Read,  and,  motion  by  Mr.  HALK,to  refer  message  and  documents  to  Com- 
mittee on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads.    Debate,  and  postponed  to  to-morrow. 
April  16,  1860. — Resumed,  and  postponed  to  Tuesday  next  at  1  o'clock^ 

April  26, 1860. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 


2b  the  Senaie  of  tlie  United  States : 

I  return,  with  my  objections,  to  the  Senate,  for  their  reconsideration, 
the  bill  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Arthur  Edwards  and  his 
associates,"  presented  to  me  on  the  10th  instant. 

This  bill  airects  the  Postmaster  General  '*to  audit  and  settle  the 
accounts  of  Arthur  Edwards  and  his  associates  for  transporting  the 
Unit^  States  through  mail  on  their  steamers  during  the  years  ^1849 
and  1853,  and  intervening  years,"  between  Cleveland  and  Detroit, 
between  Sandusky  and  Detroit,  and  between  Toledo  and  Detroit,  and 
"  to  allow  and  pay  them  not  less  than  $28  60  for  each  and  every  pas- 
sage of  said  steamers  between  said  places,  during  the  aforementioned 
time,  when  the  mails  were  on  board." 

I  have  caused  a  statement  to  be  made  at  the  Post  Office  Department 
of  the  least  sum  which  can  be  paid  to  Mr.  Edwards  and  his  associates, 
under  the  bill,  should  it  become  a  law ;  and  from  this  it  appears  the 
amount  will  be  $80,405  23. 

Mr.  Edwards  and  his  associates,  in  1854,  a  short  time  after  the 
alleged  services  had  been  rendered,  presented  a  claim  to  the  Postmas- 
ter General  for  $25,180  as  compensation  for  these  services.  This  claim 
consisted  of  nine  items,  setting  forth,  specifically,  all  the  services  em- 
braced by  the  present  bill.  It  is  fair  to  presume  that  the  parties  best 
knew  the  value  of  their  own  services,  and  that  they  would  not,  by  ai^ 
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under-^stimate,  do  themselves  injustice.  The  whole  claim  of  $25,180 
was  rejected  by  the  Postmaster  General,  for  reasons  which  it  is  no  part 
of  my  present  purpose  to  discuss. 

The  claimants  next  presented  a  petition  to  the  Court  of  Claims,  in 
June,  1855,  ''for  a  reasonable  compensation"  for  these  services,  and 
"pray  the  judgment  of  your  honorable  court  for  the  actual  value  of  the 
service  rendered  by  them,  and  received  by  the  United  States,  which 
amounts  to  the  sum  of  $50,000. ' '  Thus  the  estimate  which  they  placed 
upon  their  services  had  nearly  doubled  between  1854  and  1855 — had 
risen  from  $25,180,  to  $50,000.  On  the  25th  February,  1858,  after  a 
fiiU  hearing,  the  court  decided  against  the  claim,  and  delivered  an 
opinion  in  support  of  this  decision  which  cannot,  I  think,  be  contested 
on  legal  principles.  But  they  state,  in  the  conclusion  of  the  opinion, 
that  "for  any  compensation  for  their  services  beyond  what  they  have 
received,  they  must  depend  upon  the  discretion  of  Congress." 

This  decision  of  the  Court  of  Claims  was  reported  to  Congress  on  the 
1st  of  April,  1858,  and  from  it  the  present  bill  has  originated.  The 
amount  granted  by  it  is  more,  by  upwards  of  $55,000,  than  the  parties 
themselves  demanded  from  the  Postmaster  General  in  1854,  and  is 
more  by  upwards  of  $30,000  than  they  demanded  when  before  the 
Court  of  Claims.  The  enormous  difference  in  their  favor  between  their 
own  original  demand  and  the  amount  granted  by  the  present  bill  con- 
stitutes my  chief  objection  to  it.  In  presenting  this  objection,  I  do 
not  propose  to  enter  into  the  question  whether  the  claimants  are  enti- 
tled, in  equity,  to  any  compensation  for  their  services  beyond  that 
which  it  is  alleged  they  have  already  received,  or  if  so,  what  would  be 
"a  reasonable  and  fair  compensation."  My  sole  purpose  is  to  afford 
Congress  an  opportunity  of  reconsidering  this  case,  on  account  of  its 
pecmiar  circumstances. 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  the  reports  of  Horatio  King,  Acting  Post- 
master General,  and  of  A.  N.  Zevely,  Third  Assistant  Postmaster 
General,  both  dated  on  the  14th  of  April,  1860,  on  the  subject  of  this 
claim. 

JAMES  BUCHANAN. 

Washington,  April  17,  1860. 


AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Arthur  Ekl wards  and  his  associates. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  Postmaster  General 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  audit  and  settle  the  account  of  Arthur 
Edwards  and  his  associates,  for  transporting  the  United  States  through 
mail,  in  their  steamers,  during  the  years  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  and  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-three,  and  intervening  years,  from 
Cleveland,  in  Ohio,  to  Detroit,  in  Michigan,  and  from  Detroit  to  Cle- 
veland aforesaid ;  from  Sandusky,  in  Ohio,  to  Detroit,  in  Michigan, 
and  from  Detroit  to  Sandusky  aforesaid ;  and  from  Toledo,  in  Ohio,  to 
Detroit,  in  Michigan,  and  from  Detroit  to  Toledo  aforesaid ;  and  to 
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allow  and  pay  them  not  less  than  twenty-eight  dollars  and  sixty  cents 
for  each  and  every  passage  of  said  steamers  between  said  places,  during 
the  aforementioned  time,  when  the  mails  were  on  board. 

WILLIAM  PENNINGTON, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
JOHN  C.  BRECKINRIDGE, 
Vice-President  of  the  U.  8.,  and  President  of  the  Senate. 

I  certify  that  this  act  did  originate  in  the  Senate. 

ASBURY  DICKINS, 

Secretary. 


Post  Opfick  Departbcent, 

AprU  14,  1860. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  agreeably  to  your  verbal 
request^  I  have  made  en  investigation  into  the  facts  of  the  case  of 
Arthur  Edwards  and  others,  for  whose  relief  an  act  of  Congress  has 
recently  been  passed,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  everything  material  to  a 
comj^ete  understanding  thereof  is  contained  in  the  printed  report  of 
the  Post  OflBce  Committee  of  the  Senate,  submitted  by  Mr.  Hale  on 
the  2d  of  February  last. 

It  is  stated,  on  page  11  of  that  report,  that  "the  claimants  applied 
in  1854  to  the  Post  Office  Department  for  an  additional  compensation 
of  twenty-five  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty  dollars,  but  the  appli- 
cation was  refused."  I  regret  being  unable  to  find  this  application 
upon  the  files  of  the  Department,  although  search  has  been  made  for 
it.  Fortunately,  however,  I  am  enabled  to  furnish  you  with  a  copy  of 
the  brief  of  the  whole  case,  which  was  prepared  with  great  care,  for 
the  information  of  the  Postmaster  General,  at  the  time  that  claim  was 
made,  and  in  which  you  will  find  a  full  synopsis  of  the  application  in 
question.  This  brief  was  prepared  by  Mr.  Zevely,  now  Third  Assistant 
Postmaster  General,  whose  certificate  to  that  effect,  and  also  to  the 
&ct  that  the  Postmaster  General's  decision  upon  the  application,  de- 
clining any  additional  compensation,  was  only  verbalj  is  attached. 

It  appears  that  the  claimants  received  from  the  department,  for 
carrying  mails  on  Lake  Erie  between  the  years  1849  and  1853,  the 
sum  of  ten  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars  and  ninety- 
five  cents,  an  amount  regarded  by  the  department  as  the  regular  and 
foil  compensation  for  the  service  rendered;  that  in  1854  they  de* 
manded,  in  full  settlement,  the  additional  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand 
one  hundred  and  eighty  dollars,  which  was  refused ;  that  they  after- 
wards went  to  the  Court  of  Claims,  demanding  fifty  thousand  dollars ; 
and  that  the  act  above  referred  to  would  require  the  payment  of  eighty 
thousand  four  hundred  and  five  dollars  ana  twenty-three  cents. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  KING, 
Acting  Postmaster  General. 

His  Excellency  James  Buchanak, 

President  ofUie  United  States. 
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Claim  of  Arthur  Edwards. 

1849.  For  conveying  through  mails  daily,  except  Sunday,  be- 

tween Sandusky  City  and  Detroit,  from  March  1  to 
December  1,  by  steamer  Arrow $3,000 

1850.  For  conveying  through  mails  daily,  except  Sunday,  be- 

tween Sandusky  City  and  Detroit,  from  March  1  to 
December  1,  by  steamer  Arrow 3,000 

1851.  For  conveying  throuj^h  mails  daily,  except  Sunday,  be- 

tween Sandusky  City  and  Detroit,  from  March  1  to 
December  1,  by  steamer  Arrow 3,000 

1852.  For  conveying  through  mails  daily,  except  Sunday,  be- 

tween Sandusky  City  and  Detroit,  from  March  1  to 
December  1,  by  steamer  Arrow 3,000 

1853.  For  conveying  through  mails  daily,  except  Sunday,  be- 

tween Sandusky  City  and  Detroit,  from  March  1  to 
December  1,  by  steamer  Bay  City 3,000 

1850.  For  similar  service  between  Detroit  and  Cleveland, 

from  March  7  to  November  21,  by  steamer  South- 
erner, 208  trips 2,080 

1851.  For  similar  service  between  Detroit  and  Cleveland, 

from  March  19  to  November  21,  same  boat,  206  trips,       2,060 
1851.  For  similar  service  between  Detroit  and  Cleveland, 
from  April  1  to  November  21,  steamer  Baltimore, 

204  trips 2,040 

1851.  For  similar  service  between  Toledo  and  Detroit,  from 
March  31  to  December  30,  steamer  John  Owen,  230 

trips... 2,000 

1851.  For  similar  service  between  Toledo  and  Detroit,  by 
steamer  Arrow,  March  30  to  December  31,  232 
trips 2j000 

25,180 


It  appears  that  the  postmasters  at  Detroit,  Cleveland,  Sandusky, 
Toledo,  and  Monroe,  paid  the  above  steamers  $10,544  95  for  mail 
service  during  the  years  1849,  1850,  1851,  1852,  and  1853,  under 
instructions  of  March  21,  1849,  and  June  7,  1851,  allowing  one  cent 
for  each  letter  and  half  a  cent  for  each  newspaper. 

This  pay,  it  is  alleged,  was  for  the  local  mails  only,  and  the  above 
claim  is  made  for  the  through  mails,  which  were  three  or  four  times 
larger  than  the  looal  ones. 

The  late  postmaster  at  Cleveland  says  service  was  performed,  and 
that  he  did  not  pay  for  the  through  mails,  although  he  estimated  them 
to  exceed  fourfold  the  local  mails  in  quantity. 

The  postmaster  at  Detroit  certifies  to  same  effect. 

Captain  Atwood,  of  the  steamer  Arrow,  Pierce,  of  Southerner,  and 
Voroe,  of  Baltimore,  certify,  under  oath,  that  they  conveyed  mails 
during  the  period  stated,  and  that  the  local  mails  only  were  paid  for. 
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Captain  Edwards  certifies,  under  oath,  that  the  steamer  John 
Owen,  and  others  above  named,  five  in  all,  conveyed  mails  for  five 
seasons,  from  1849  to  1853  inclusive,  according  to  the  account  pre- 
sented by  him ;  that  he  applied  to  the  postmasters  for  pay,  who  said 
they  had  no  authority  to  pay ;  that  in  December,  1853,  be  learned  of 
the  payment  of  similar  claims,  and  that  he  accordingly  obtained  the 
proof  to  sustain  his  claim. 

D.  P.  Bushnell,  deputy  collector,  Detroit^  certifies  that  the  steam- 
boat Southerner  plied  regularly  between  that  port  and  Cleveland 
in  1850;  the  Arrow  to  Sandusky  in  1849,  1850,  1851,  and  1852, 
and  that  in  1851  the  Southerner  and  Baltimore  plied  regularly  be- 
tween Detroit  and  Cleveland. 

L.  W.  Bebee,  mail  messenger  at  Detroit,  certifies  to  performance  of 
service  and  comparative  size  of  local  and  through  mails. 

Patrick  Farley,  mail  messenger  at  Cleveland,  certifies  similarly  as 
to  mails  at  that  place. 

J.  B.  Nelson,  mail  messenger  at  Toledo,  similar  certificate. 

These  certificates  are  dated  in  March  and  April,  1854,  except  the 
one  from  Captain  Edwards,  which  is  4th  May,  1854. 

Nelson  Boosevelt,  mail  messenger,  30th  March,  1854,  at  Sandusky^ 
makes  statements  similar  to  those  made  under  oath  by  the  messengers 
at  Detroit,  Cleveland,  and  Toledo. 

Captain  Atwood's  certificate  refers  in  general  terms  to  the  compara- 
tive size  of  through  and  heed  mails  between  Sandusky  and  Detroit: 
'^Carried  the  mail,  mornings,  out  of  Detroit  for  Sandusky,  Cincinnati, 
and  all  the  places  south,  and  took  on  board  the  great  southern  mail  for 
Detroit  and  Michigan,  generally  every  evening  at  Sandusky,  and  part 
of  the  time  the  great  western  mail  for  Michigan,  &c.,  was  brought  by 
me,  (him,)  and  placed  on  the  central  line,  running  west  from  De- 
troit." 

Captains  Pierce  and  Vorce  are  still  more  indefinite.  The  former 
says:  ^^By  &r  the  largest  proportion  of  it,  (the  mail,^  was  through 
mail,  destined  to  points  beyond  Detroit  and  Cleveland,  for  which  no 
pay  was  ever  received  by  me,"  (him.*^  Captain  Vorce  says:  **The 
amount  of  through  mail  was  three  or  lour  times  as  much  as  the  local 
matter  for  those  offices,"  (Detroit  and  Cleveland.) 

The  mail  messengers  also  certify,  in  a  general  way,  that  the  through 
miails  were  three  or  four  times  larger  than  the  local  mails. 

The  only  point  clearly  made  out  is,  that  both  local  and  through 
mails  were  conveyed.  It  is  not  shown  what  number  of  letters  or  papers, 
or  packa^s;  nor  even  what  number  of  bags  constituted  the  throuah 
mail,  which  should  be  paid  for.  Not  even  the  aggregate  weight  of  the 
mails  is  given  as  a  basis  of  settlement. 

Bat  were  the  case  otherwise,  and  it  appeared  what  was  the  true 
proportion  of  through  mails  and  local  mails,  relatively,  it  would  be 
proper  to  inquire  whether  any  similar  cases  have  been  decided,  and, 
if  so,  upon  what  principles,  and  under  what  circumstances. 

The  records  of  the  department  show  that,  on  21st  March,  1849,  the 
postmasters  at  Cleveland,  Sandusky,  Detroit,  and  Toledo,  were  in- 
stracted  '^to  make  up  and  forward  mails  between  their  respective 
offices  in  boats,  making  the  frreatest  expedition,  at  one  cent  per  letter. 
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and  half  cent  per  newspaper,  to  be  paid  at  the  office  to  which  the 
letters  and  papers  were  delivered." 

On  the  6th  May,  1851,  the  postmasters  at  Cleveland,  Toledo,  and 
Sandusky  were  required  ''to  report  whether  they  are  making,  or  have 
made  payments  for  letters,  packages,  or  newspapers  made  up  eta  through 
mails,  as  well  as  for  such  letters,  packages,  and  newspapers  for  de- 
livery or  distribution  at  their  offices  only." 

In  answer,  the  postmaster  at  Sandusky  reported  that  he  had  paid 
for  through  mails  in  1849  and  1850. 

The  postmasters  at  Toledo  and  Cleveland  reported  payments  only 
on  local  mails. 

On  the  7th  June,  1851,  the  postmasters  at  Sandusky  and  Toledo 
were  instructed  "  that,  under  the  order  of  21st  March,  1849,  they  will 
pay  the  one  cent  on  letters,  and  half  cent  on  papers,  for  such  letters 
and  papers  as  are  for  delivery  at  their  offices  only,  and  one  cent  for 
each  package  of  letters  for  other  offices  in  respect  to  which  their  offices 
are  the  proper  separating  offices." 

At  the  same  time  the  postmaster  at  Cleveland  was  instructed  ''  that, 
as  a  contract  for  carrying  the  mail  between  his  office  and  Buffalo  had 
been  made,  the  order  of  21st  March,  1849  is  rescinded,  excq>t  in  cases 
of  boats  delivering  mails  from  Detroit  and  Toledo  ;  the  boats  so  deliver- 
ing to  be  paid  for  no  through  matter." 

These  proceedings  show  what  the  department  regarded  as  compen- 
sation for  mail  service  in  1851,  on  the  routes  in  question. 

From  the  inquiries  addressed  to  the  postmasters  on  6th  May,  1851, 
it  is  evident  that  it  was  apprehended  that  they  had  misconstrued  the 
instructions  of  21st  March,  1849 ;  and  the  order  of  June  7,  1851  was 
clearly  designated  to  settle  the  question  of  pay  for  steamboat  mails 
by  transient  boats,  not  under  regular  contract  with  the  department. 
At  Toledo  and  Sandusky  one  cent  a  letter,  and  half  a  cent  a  newspaper 
was  to  be  allowed  on  letters  and  papers  for  delivery  at  those  offices, 
and  one  cent  for  each  package  of  letters  for  other  offices,  in  respect  to 
which  Toledo  and  Sandusky  were  the  proper  separating  offices.  This 
was  evidently  designed  to  cover  the  whole  expense,  both  for  local  and 
through  mails.  At  Cleveland  the  postmaster  was  to  pay,  under  the 
instructions  of  21st  March,  1849,  except  between  Buffalo  and  Cleve- 
land, and  he  was  specially  instructed  not  to  pay  for  through  mails. 

That  the  pay  of  one  cent  a  letter,  and  half  a  cent  a  newspaper,  esti- 
mated as  above  stated,  was  designed  by  the  department  to  be  in  full 
compensation  for  the  whole  mail,  further  appears  from  a  decision  (26th 
August,  1850,)  in  the  case  of  E.  B.  Ward,  who  claimed  an  allowance 
on  through  mails  between  Detroit  and  Buffalo,  in  1849,  at  the  same 
rate  as  on  local  mails.  It  was  then  held  that  the  compensation  of  one 
cent  a  letter,  and  half  a  cent  a  newspaper,  could  only  ftpplj  to  letters 
and  papers  for  delivery  or  distribution  at  Detroit  and  Buffalo,  it  being, 
indeed,  impossible  to  arrive  at  a  just  computation  as  to  through  mails. 
Accordingly,  there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  separate  allowance 
for  through  mails,  as  now  claimed,  until  the  year  1853. 
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On  26th  January,  1853,  the  Buckeye  State  was  allowed,  for  314,172 
pounds  through  mail  between  Buffalo  and  Cleveland,  from  22d  April 

to  13th  November,  1852,  at  $1  per  100  pounds $3,141  72 

On  25th  January,  1853,  Alabama  allowed,  for  29,700  pounds, 

between  Conneaut  and  Cleveland,  12th  April,  1852 297  00 

Baltic,  1,620  pounds  between  Buffalo  and  Cleveland,  and 

Toledo  and  Qeveland,  25th  March  to  22d  May,  1852 162  00 

Cleveland,  nine  trips  Detroit  and  Cleveland,  2d  to  24th  De- 
cember, 1852,  at  $10  a  trip 90  00 

On  25th  February,  1853,  Southerner,  Toledo  and  Cleveland, 
48,400  pounds,  20th  March  to  28th  April,  1852;  13,800 
pounds  22d  and  24th  October,  and  10th  November,  1852; 
and  60  trips  4th  May  to  20th  October,  1852,  at  $10  a  trip, 

in  all 1,222  00 

February  18,  Fashion,  four  trips  27th  November  to  9th  De- 
cember, 1852,  at  $25  a  trip 100  00 

Fashion,  17,500  pounds,  13th  April,  1852,  at  $1  per  100, 

(employed  by  Special  Agent  Harris) 175  00 

February  7,  1853,  Sultana,  April  14,  1852,  6,300  pounds...        63  00 
March  30,  1853,  Troy,  99,200  pounds,  and  seventy-two  trips 
at  $10  a  trip! 1,712  00 


These  allowances  appear  in  direct  conflict  with  previous  usages  and 
decisions  of  the  department.  There  were  at  the  time  regular  contracts 
between  Buffalo  and  Cleveland,  and  Cleveland  and  Detroit ;  also  (on 
the  north  shore)  between  Buffalo  and  Detroit.  The  instructions  of  7  th 
June,  1851,  distinctly  recalled  those  of  21st  March,  1849,  as  to  the 
cent  and  half  cent  allowance  on  letters  and  papers  conveyed  on  these 
routes,  and,  moreover,  forbade  any  allowance  whatever  for  through 
mails.  What  special  reasons  there  were  for  these  decisions,  the  records 
of  the  department  do  not  show.  With  the  exception  of  the  ca^e  of 
30th  March,  1853,  all  the  decisions  were  made  by  the  late  Postmaster 
General,  simply  upon  the  presentation  of  bills,  certified  by  the  late 
postmaster  at  Cleveland,  without  explanation.  In  one  case  only  it 
appears  that  a  special  agent  of  the  department  had  engaged  service, 
but  why  does  not  appear.  The  latest  decision,  on  30th  March,  1853, 
appears  also  to  have  been  made  without  special  explanation,  upon 
papers  like  those  in  the  other  cases,  and  probably  as  being  connected 
with  them. 

These  allowances  are  referred  to  in  support  of  the  present  claim  of 
Captain  Edwards.  But  constituting,  as  they  manifestly  do,  exceptions 
to  the  general  rules,  (though  for  reasons  not  apparent,)  they  cannot 
be  regarded  as  just  precedents. 

During  the  years  1849, 1850,  and  1851,  there  were  no  regular  steam- 
boat contracts  between  Detroit,  Cleveland,  Toledo,  and  Sandusky. 
There  were  daily  land  routes,  which  were  intended  for  the  great  mails, 
though  they  appear  to  have  been  irregular,  and  not  at  all  times  suffi- 
cient for  the  service.  A  regular  boat  line  commenced  19th  May,  1852, 
between  Cleveland  and  Detroit.  There  were  also  regular  lines  between 
Cleveland  and  Buffalo,  and  Buffalo  and  Detroit,  (north  shore,)  which 
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no  doubt  conveyed  the  through  mails.  The  boats  of  Captain  Edwards 
were  only  employed  in  common  with  many  others,  not  under  contract, 
for  auxiliary  sc^rvice,  under  the  genial  instructions  to  postmasters  to 
employ  them^  and  pay  one  cent  a  letter,  and  half  a  cent  a  new8j>aper, 
estimated  on  what  are  termed  loocd  mails,  which  pay  was  to  be  m  full 
for  aU  maUs^  as  well  through  as  local. 

The  whole  number  of  boats  thus  employed  during  the  period  em- 
braced in  the  present  claim,  appears  to  have  been  88,  and  the  aggre- 
gate amount  paid  them  $41,605  21,  (including  Captain  Edwards's 
boats.)  These  all  conveyed  through  mails,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  and 
all  upon  the  same  terms,  and  the  compensation  they  have  received 
must  have  been  regarded  by  the  department  as  in  full  for  all  their 
services. 

Land  service  under  contract  from  Cleveland  to  Toledo,  1850  to  1864, 
daily,  four-horse  coaches,  at  $5,300  per  annum.  On  this  route  addi- 
tional pay  was  allowed  for  two  adaitional  daily  lines  between  Mon- 
roeville  and  Toledo,  (67  miles,)  at  the  rate  of  $5,494  per  annum,  from 
January  9  to  April  10,  1852 — say  one  quarter,  $1,373.  Also,  addi- 
tional pay  for  extra  services  in  January  and  April,  1853,  $520. 

Land  service,  Toledo  to  Detroit,  daily,  four-horse  coaches,  during 
suspension  of  navigation,  and  two-horse  coaches  residue  of  year, 
$4,250. 

Steamboat  contract,  Detroit  to  Cleveland,  from  May  19,  1852, 
$2,000  per  annum. 

Steamboat  contract,  Cleveland  to  Buffalo,  from  May  24,  1851,  at 
$1,000  per  month — say  for  season,  $10,000. 

Steamboat  contract,  Detroit  to  Buffalo,  1850  to  1854,  $10,000  per 
annum. 

I  certifjr  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  a  statement  prepared 
by  myself  for  Judge  Campbell,  former  Postmaster  General,  upon  the 
application  of  Arthur  Edwards  and  associates  to  be  paid  for  conveying 
through  mails  by  their  steamboats. 

I  carefully  examined  the  case,  and  presented  on  the  one  hand  the 
nature  of  the  claim,  with  the  evidence  to  sustain  it,  and  on  the  other 
the  instructions  of  the  department  under  which  mails  were  conveyed, 
showing  that  the  compensation  actually  paid  was  according  to  law 
and  the  uniform  usages  of  the  department ;  that  many  other  boats 
conveyed  on  the  same  terms,  and  that  such  compensation  was  con- 
sidered in  full  for  all  services. 

Mr.  Dundas  examined  my  statement,  and  attested  the  correctness 
of  its  facts  and  conclusions.  The  Postmaster  General  approved  and 
considered  it  conclusive  against  the  claimants,  who  then  appealed  to 
the  Court  of  Claims.  Copies  of  my  statement  were  furnished  to  the 
court,  and  formed  the  basis  of  its  adverse  decision. 

I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  formal  letter  or  written  decision  of  the 
Postmaster  General  m  the  case  other  than  the  above  statement,  and 
believe  there  was  none  given  to  the  claimants. 

A.  N.  ZEVELY, 
Third  Assistant  Postmaster  General. 

April  14,  I860. 
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let  Session.     ]  \  No.  41. 


REPORT 

OF   THB 

POSTMASTER  GENERAL, 

Made  in  compliance  icith  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  dead 
letters  J  drop  letters,  and  letters  held  for  postage,  or  postage  not  pre- 
paid. 


Mat  8,  1860. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post  OfRces  and  Post  Roads. 

Mat  9,  1860. — Motion  to  print  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mat  16,  1860. — Report  in  favor  of  printing  the  usual  number  submitted,  considered,  and 

agreed  to. 


Post  Office  Department,  May  7,  1860. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  adopted  March 
9, 1859, 1  submitted,  in  my  annual  report  of  3d  of  December  following, 
some  general  suggestions  on  the  subject  of  dead  letters,  promising  to 
make  a  further  report  at  a  subsequent  period.  Accordingly,  I  now 
beg  leave  to  give  the  result  of  investigations  which  have  been  diligently 
pursued  up  to  the  present  time. 

A  fiiU  enumeration  for  the  two  additional  quarters,  ended  30th  of 
September  and  31st  of  December,  1859,  has  confirmed  the  correctness 
of  my  first  estimate  of  ^^two  and  a  half  millions  as  the  number  of 
letters  annually  consigned  to  the  Dead  Letter  Office,  including  about 
500,000  'drop  letters'  and  50,000  'held  for  postage,'"  or  postage  not 
prepaid. 

The  inquiry  of  the  Senate  as  to  *' what  further  legislation  is  neces- 
sary to  diminish  the  number  of  such  letters,"  I  find  myself,  after  the 
most  careiul  study,  unable  satisfactorily  to  answer. 

The  late  act  of  Congress,  approved  April  6,  1860,  providing  that 
when  any  person  shall  indorse  on  any  letter  his  or  her  name  and  place 
of  residence,  the  same  shall  be  returned,  if  not  called  for  within  a  given 
time,  if  generally  observed,  will  naturally  eflTect  the  desired  object, 
greatly  to  the  advantage  of  this  department  and  the  public.  But  it 
may  be  safely  doubted  whether  the  great  mass  of  letter  writers  will 
readily  comply  with  the  requirements  of  this  law,  and  whether  for  this 
reason  the  number  of  dead  letters  will  be  thereby  sensibly  diminished. 
The  privilege  of  making  the  prescribed  indorsement  has,  hitherto,  been 
sanctioned,  and  the  fact  that  it  has  rarely  been  exercised,  as  found  by 
actual  examination  of  the  dead  letters,  seems  to  indicate,  on  the  part 
of  the  public,  a  repugnance  to  give  anything  like  publicity  to  private 
correspondence.  The  bare  announcement  of  the  name  of  the  writer 
would,  to  those  acquainted  with  the  parties,  involve^  to  a  degree  at 
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least,  an  invasion  of  the  privacy  of  the  communication,  to  which  the 
majority  of  the  correspondents  would  probably  not  submit. 

There  was  formerly  a  standing  regulation  of  the  department  in  the 
hands  of  all  postmasters,  suggesting  that  writers  could  have  their 
letters  preserved  by  writing  their  names  and  residences  on  the  sealed 
side,  but  it  remained  practically  inoperative,  and  was,  therefore,  omit- 
ted from  the  subsequent  published  regulations.  Still,  it  is  beneficial 
to  this  department  to  be  sustained  by  the  law  in  question,  especially 
as  it  is  believed  to  be  the  only  enactment  that  affords  any  promise  of 
diminishing  the  number  of  dead  letters,  and  every  means  shall  be 
adopted  to  encourage  the  observance  of  its  provisions. 

It  has  been  proposed  that  thirty  days  after  letters  are  advertised 
and  not  called  ior,  a  circular  should  be  sent  to  the  office  where  each 
was  mailed,  stating  that  fact,  and  that  on  the  receipt  of  a  stamped 
envelope,  the  letter  would  be  returned  in  it  to  the  writer.  Whether 
such  a  plan  could  be  practically  and  eflfectively  carried  out,  to  any  con- 
siderable extent,  is  doubtfiil. 

Thousands  of  letters  are  written  by  transient  persons  of  whom  the 
postmaster  at  the  mailing  office  knows  nothing.  Again :  manj  letters 
are  addressed  at  random  to  transient  persons  who  are  traveling,  and 
on  unimportant  matters,  and  the  writers  of  such,  if  found  and  notified, 
would  probably  not  reclaim  them.  These  facts  have  been  demonstra- 
ted by  actual  experiment  made  in  this  department.  Out  of  one  thou- 
sand cases,  two  thirds  of  the  writers  did  not  wish  to  recover  their  letters ; 
and  in  four  hundred  and  forty-five  cases  out  of  one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred, the  writers  of  the  letters  could  not  be  found. 

Even  in  the  smaller  class  of  post  offices  there  would  be  difficulties 
in  finding  the  writers  of  letters  on  notices  such  as  proposed ;  but  in  the 
city  post  offices  the  difficulties  would,  of  course,  oe  much  greater — 
amounting,  indeed,  it  would  seem,  almost  to  an  impossibility. 

An  ingenious  plan  for  diminishing  the  number  of  dead  letters  has 
been  proposed  and  elaborately  explained  by  Oliver  Evans  Wood,  Esq., 
which  demands  notice.  He  recommends  what  he  terms  "suspended 
letter  lists,"  being  advertisements  of  letters  which  have  remained 
three  months  in  post  offices  uncalled  for.  Instead  of  returning  such, 
as  is  now  done,  to  the  Dead  Letter  Office,  he  proposes  sending  them  to 
^'suspended  letter  offices"  for  certain  States  or  districts,  for  publica- 
tion, weekly,  semi-monthly,  or  monthly,  and  that  copies  of  such  lists 
be  sent  to  each  post  office  of  the  States  or  districts,  whence  the  letters 
have  been  forwarded  as  not  delivered,  and  also  to  the  ooimty  towns  of 
other  States,  for  the  information  of  persons  who  may  have  failed  to 
receive  letters  because  of  misdirection  or  change  of  residence,  and  also 
for  reference  on  the  part  of  persons  desiring  to  know  if  letters  that 
they  had  addressed  to  others  had  failed  to  be  delivered.  In  order  to 
avoid  confusion  from  the  similarity  of  names,  there  is  to  be  affixed  to 
the  name  of  the  person  addressed^  some  designation  serving  to  distin- 
giiish  his  letters  from  others  addressed  to  persons  of  the  same  name ; 
and,  finally,  he  suggests  that  the  name  ami  post  office  of  the  writer 
appear  on  the  letter,  so  that  it  may  be  returned  to  him,  if  not  called 
for. 

Admitting  that  the  difficulties  growing  out  of  the  similarity  of 
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names  might  be  overcome  by  the  careful  direction  of  letters,  as  in- 
dicated, and  that  the  writers'  names  would  be  given  on  the  letters.  I 
am  still  unable  to  resist  the  conviction  that  the  results  which  the 
^* suspended  letter  lists'*  would  accomplish,  would  not  justify  the  ex- 
penditure of  money  and  of  labor  which  the  practical  enforcement  of 
the  system  would  involve. 

Mr.  Wood  has  corresponded  with  the  department,  and,  after  duly 
considering  his  plans,  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  executing  them 
were  presented  somewhat  at  length  in  a  letter,  of  July  21,  1859,  a 
copy  of  which  (marked  A)  is  hereto  annexed. 

After  the  most  earful  consideration,  I  am  constrained  to  believe 
that  the  chief  improvement  in  the  Dead  Letter  Office  must  be  effected 
by  providing  for  the  return  of  letters,  through  that  office,  in  greater 
numbers,  and  at  short  periods,  to  the  writers.  This  is  the  third  point 
suggested  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate. 

In  reference  to  returning  the  whole  number  (2,500,000)  of  letters, 
whether  pontaining  valuables  or  not,  I  may  say  that  this  could  proba- 
bly be  done  with  thirty-five  additional  clerks,  provided  none  but  those 
letters  containing  money  or  other  valuable  inclosures,  were  registered 
and  entered  on  the  books,  as  at  present,  but  it  would  be,  to  a  consider- 
able extent,  labor  lost,  because  in  very  many  cases^  no  doubt,  from  the 
migratory  habits  of  our  people,  and  from  other  causes,  the  writers 
could  not  be  found.  The  letters,  then,  would  again  be  returned  to  the 
Dead  Letter  Office,  and  in  many  cases  the  letters,  being  unimportant, 
the  writers  would  not  care  to  receive  them. 

As  stated  in  my  general  report,  the  attempt  has  been  made  to  ascer- 
tain something  of  public  opinion  on  the  subject  of  restoring  to  the 
writers  dead  letters  no^  containing  inclosures  of  value.  Fifteen  hun- 
dred letters  of  this  class  were  selected,  and  circulars  sent  to  the  post- 
masters where  mailed  to  ascertain  whether  the  writers  of  such  desired 
their  recovery,  and  also  the  reasons  why  the  persons  addressed  failed 
to  receive  them. 

Answers  were  received  from  1,055,  the  writers  of  the  other  445  not 
being  found  or  failing  to  answer.  Three  hundred  and  sixty-six  of  the 
writers  wished  their  letters  returned,  and  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  had  been  originally  misdirected. 

From  this  experiment  (confirmed  by  observation  in  the  regular  course 
of  business)  it  may  be  assumed  that  not  one  half  of  the  whole  number 
of  dead  letters  are  of  such  value  or  importance  as  to  justify  their  return 
to  the  writers.  It  is,  however,  perfectly  certain  that  many  letters  of 
importance  are  now  destroyed  which  should  be  preserved,  it  being 
impossible,  with  the  limited  number  of  clerks,  to  do  more  than  simply 
look  for  inclosures. 

I  set  down  the  proportion  at  less  than  one  third,  or  say  600,000  ; 
for,  apart  from  the  large  number  of  circulars  and  clearly  unimportant 
letters  entering  into  the  general  enumeration,  (of  2,600,000,)  there  are 
thousands  of  letters  without  the  writer's  name  or  post  office  address,  or 
when  the  address  is  given,  so  badly  written  that  it  cannot  be  read. 

The  selection,  examination,  and  return  of  this  number  of  letters 
(without  keeping  any  special  account  of  them  in  books,  as  is  done  with 
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letters  containing  money,)  wonld  probably  require  ten  clerks  in  addi- 
tion to  the  present  force  of  the  office. 

They  would,  of  course,  be  obliged  to  glance  at  the  contents  of  all  the 
letters,  say  7,000  or  8,000  daily^  the  mere  opening  of  which  and  looking 
for  inclosures  require  now  the  constant  and  close  attention  of  four 
clerks.  This  improvement  of  the  service  is  clearly  needed,  and  would, 
I  think,  fully  satisfy  the  public.  It  should,  at  least,  be  fairly  tested  ; 
and  I  would,  therefore,  suggest  that  the  Postmaster  General  be  author- 
ized to  employ  not  exceeding  ten  temporary  clerks,  (of  class  one,  at 
$1,200  per  annum,")  and  be  required  to  report  specially  to  Congress 
at  the  next  session  tne  number  of  letters  returned  to  the  writers,  with 
such  information  as  could  be  obtained  calculated  to  throw  light  on  the 
subject  as  to  whether  such  returns  are  satisfactory  or  otherwise.  In 
no  other  way,  I  think,  can  it  be  ascertained  what  legislation  will  be 
best  adapted  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  public  in  reference  to  dead 
letters. 

As  to  the  expense,  I  presume  there  can  be  no  objection,  considering 
the  important  interests  involved ;  but  I  venture  to  suggest  that  the 
unclaimed  money  of  the  Dead  Letter  Office  would  go  far  towards  paying 
the  proposed  additional  clerks,  the  annual  amount  being  now  between 
$3,000  and  $4,000.  Under  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 
1825,  (4  Statutes,  409,)  such  money  may  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of 
the  department,  and  this  has  accordingly  been  done ;  but  it  has  not 
been  considered  allowable  to  use  the  money  for  extra  clerk  hire. 

The  amount  of  money  accruing  from  dead  letters,  deposited  in  the 
United  States  Treasury  within  a  period  of  six  years,  exceeds  $30,000, 
which  it  would  seem  most  appropriate  to  restore  from  the  general 
treasury,  in  whole  or  in  part,  as  Congress  may  decide,  for  the  purpose 
of  improving  the  branch  of  business  through  which  that  money  accrued. 

It  IS  of  course  necessary,  above  all  things  in  connection  with  this 
subject,  to  provide  for  the  delivery  of  letters  without  the  intervention 
of  the  Dead  Letter  Office,  as  designed  by  the  new  law  already  referred 
to  ;  and  should  its  provisions  be  applied  generally  to  the  millions  of 
letters  passing  through  the  mails,  it  will  accomplish  a  most  salutary 
reform.  But,  under  the  most  favorable  view,  its  effects  will  scarcely 
be  appreciable  within  a  shorter  period  than  one  year.  Meanwhile, 
letters  may  be  restored  to  the  writers,  and  experiments  made  at  the 
Dead  Letter  Office  (according  to  the  means  which  Congress  may  provide) 
which,  it  is  confidently  believed,  will  lead  to  satisfactory  results  scarcely 
otherwise  attainable. 

Some  reforms  have  already  been  made,  both  by  enforcing  old  and 
salutary  regulations  of  the  department,  which  had  fallen  into  disuse, 
and  by  adopting  new  ones  which  the  service  manifestly  needed. 

Among  the  latter  is  the  requirement  (referred  to  in  my  annual  report) 
under  which  weekly,  semi-monthly,  and  monthly  returns  of  dead  letters 
are  made,  according  to  the  frequency  of  advertising,  so  that  none  shall 
remain  in  post  offices  over  three  months  after  they  have  been  advertised, 
and  more  than  half  of  the  whole  number  of  dead  letters  are  now  thus 
returned.  The  effects  have  been  found  so  favorable  as  to  justify  the 
more  general  application  of  the  same  rule.  Under  former  instructions, 
all  unclaimed  letters  were  retained  until  the  expiration  of  the  quarter 


DEAD   LETTERS,    ETC.  5 

succeeding  the  one  during  which  they  were  advertised,  so  that  many 
letters  became  five  and  some  nearly  six  months  old  before  reaching  the 
Dead  Letter  OflRce. 

I  invite  attention  to  the  annexed  list  (marked  B)  of  the  principal 
offices  now  making  such  returns,  showing  the  number  of  letters  from 
each.  This  improvement  has  entailed  additional  duties  on  two  clerks 
who  were  before  too  heavily  tasked,  and  it  cannot  be  generally  applied 
without  more  assistance. 

Misdirections  tend  more  largely  than  any  other  cause  to  swell  the 
number  of  dead  letters,  and  many  errors  of  this  sort  are  now  corrected 
by  postmasters  who  exchange  their  advertised  letter  lists.  Such  ex- 
changes have,  however,  only  been  made  to  a  limited  extent,  between 
some  of  the  principal  cities,  at  the  will  of  postmasters,  whereas  they 
should  be  regularly  systematized  and  required,  not  only  of  the  larger 
class  of  offices,  (those  of  towns  and  cities,)  but  of  all  offices  bearing 
similar  names. 

Recent  experience  has  also  shown  that  other  salutary  reforms  may 
be  effected  by  proper  instructions  to  postmasters,  all,  however,  having 
reference  rather  to  a  more  systematic  and  frequent  return  of  dead  let- 
ters  to  this  department  than  to  any  material  reduction  of  their  number. 

As  to  '* any  further  legislation,"  I  can  merely  suggest,  in  case  it 
should  please  Congress  to  provide  for  the  return  of  a  greater  number 
of  letters  to  the  writers,  that  the  present  law,  (section  twentynsix,  act 
approved  March  3,  1825,)  requiring  them  to  remain  three  months  in 
post  offices,  should  be  cnanged  so  as  to  shorten  the  period  to  two 
months,  except  in  the  case  of  letters  at  seaports^  intended  for  persons 
on  board  of  ships  expected  to  arrive.  It  will  then  also  be  proper  to 
change  the  designation  of  *'Dead  Letter  Office"  to  Betumed  Letter 
Office, 

In  this  connection  it  may  not  be  inappropriate  to  state  what  amount 
of  labor  is  required  in  the  Dead  Letter  Office,  and  what  is  the  regular, 
clerical,  and  other  force  allowed  for  performing  such  labor. 

More  than  28,000  separate  accounts  of  postmasters  are  received  each 
quarter,  making  about  114,000  in  the  year. 

Each  package  must  be  carefully  opened,  and  the  dead  letters  sepa- 
rated from  post  bills  and  transcripts.  This  heavy  labor  falls  on  two 
clerks.  Then  the  letters  from  each  office  are  compared  with  the  accom- 
panying bill;  those  originating  in  foreign  countries  are  separated  and 
transmitted  to  the  countries  in  which  they  originated,  and  the  domestic 
(American)  letters  are  opened,  their  contents  of  value  registered,  and 
the  letters  returned  to  their  owners.  The  registration  involves  the 
entry  of  the  name  of  the  writer,  the  name  and  post  office  of  the  person 
addressed,  place  whence  mailed,  and  description  of  contents,  besides 
filling  up  a  circular  letter  of  instructions  and  blank  receipt  in  each 
case,  and  filing  and  entering  returned  receipts.  Upwards  of  20,000 
letters  a  year  are  thus  disposed  of  by  only  four  clerks,  while  the  task 
of  comparing  all  the  dead  letters  (2,500,000)  with  post  bills,  and  sep- 
arating and  forwarding  foreign  letters,  (over  130,000,)  devolves  on  two 
clerks. 

The  regular  number  of  clerks  allowed  for  opening  letters  is  only 
three,  which  being,  however,  entirely  insufficient,  assistance  has  been 
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obtained  by  requiring  a  laborer  to  open  accounts,  and  transferring  a 
clerk  to  the  more  responsible  work  of  opening  letters.  Even  four  per- 
sons cannot  possibly  take  time  to  examine  letters  further  than  barely 
to  look  for  money  and  other  inclosures. 

In  addition,  there  are  miscellaneous  duties,  such  as  examining  daily 
for  lost  letters  and  packages^  and  attending  to  correspondence,  which 
might  well  occupy  the  time  of  two  olerks,  whereas  but  one  is  allowed. 
Another  clerk  prepares  for  registration  and  forwarding  the  letters 
containing  money,  has  exclusive  charge  of  those  which  cannot  be 
delivered  and  of  special  correspondence  in  reference  to  the  same,  and 
generally  supervises  the  details  of  business.  It  is  impossible,  by 
description,  adequately  to  convey  an  idea  of  the  amount  of  labor  per- 
formed. It  cannot  be  appreciated  except  upon  actual  observation  in 
all  its  details.  The  .constant  pressure  is  such  as  to  allow  no  time  for 
careful  examination.  Everything  must  be  hastened;  and  so  far  from 
attempting  to  make  material  improvements  in  the  service,  with  the 
present  force  employed,  it  is  found  impossible  fully  to  keep  up  the  cur- 
rent business. 

Attention  is  invited  to  the  annexed  tables  (marked  C  and  D)  show- 
ing the  operations  of  the  Dead  Letter  Office  each  year,  from  1855,  to 
31st  March,  1860,  so  far  as  concerns  letters  containing  money  or  other 
valuable  inclosures. 

In  addition,  hundreds  of  packages  remain  in  the  office  for  want  of 
information  as  to  the  owners,  there  being  now  an  accumulation  of  over 
three  thousand  daguerreotypes,  besides  other  articles. 

The  dead  letters  in  California,  Oregon,  and  Washington  Territory, 
are  examined  in  San  Francisco,  agreeably  to  section  three,  act  approved 
July  27,  1854,  entitled  an  "Act  making  provision  for  the  postal  ser- 
vice in  the  States  of  California,"  &c.,  &c.  (For  the  last  annual  report 
up  to  30th  September,  1859,  see  statement,  marked  E,  hereto  ap- 
pended.) 

The  chief  causes  of  the  accumulation  of  dead  letters  are  clearly 
traceable  to  the  restless  lives  and  careless  habits  of  the  American 
people.  Thousands  of  letters  are  directed  to  persons  who  are  moving 
From  place  to  place,  and  can  therefore  only  be  reached,  as  it  were,  by 
chance,  and  still  more  are  imperfectly  or  improperly  directed.  As 
many  as  twelve  hundred  of  this  class  have  been  received  at  one  time 
from  one  small  distributing  office,  and  it  must  be  more  from  inadvert- 
ence than  ignorance  of  the  law,  that  fifty  thousand  letters  annually 
fail  to  reach  their  destination  for  want  of  prepayment  of  postage.  As 
a  still  more  convincing  proof  of  carelessness,  it  may  be  stated  that 
hundreds  of  letters  are  found  entirely  without  addressee. 

Such  causes  are  of  course  beyond  the  control  of  legislation,  and  for 
their  removal  we  must  look  to  time  and  to  the  people  themselves. 

So  far  as  there  may  be  a  lack  of  solicitude  and  vigilance  on  the  part 
of  postmasters,  every  possible  measure  will  be  adopted  in  the  admin- 
istration of  the  department  to  affect  the  necessary  reform. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

J.  HOLT, 
Postmaster  General. 

Hon.  John  C.  Breckinridge, 

President  Senate  United  States, 
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Post  Office  Department, 

July  21,  1859. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  25th  June,  as  well  as  the  communication  to 
which  it  refers,  was  received,  and  have  heen  carefully  considered. 

The  vast  accumulation  of  dead  letters  in  the  post  offices  of  our  coun- 
try, has  attracted  the  attention  of  Congress,  and  in  compliance  with  a 
resolution  of  that  body,  many  minds  in  the  different  branches  of  the 
postal  service  are  now  occupied  with  the  question  as  to  what  can  best 
be  done  to  remedy  this  acknowledged  and  growing  evil.  Among  the 
many  valuable  suggestions  which  have  been  submitted  to  me,  none 
has  been  more  thoroughly  and  patiently  examined  in  its  detail,  than 
the  plan  devised  by  yourself,  and  so  elaborately  explained  and  im- 

Eressed  in  the  communication  alluded  to.  It  is  ingenious  and  feasible, 
ut  I  have  not  been  able  to  resist  the  conviction  that  the  results  which 
it  would  accomplish  would  not  justify  the  expenditure  of  money  and 
of  labor  which  the  practical  enforcement  of  the  systems  would  involve. 
To  a  nomadic  population,  your  plan  would  be  admirably  adapted,  and 
therefore  in  the  mining  districts  of  our  Pacific  possession,  its  introduc- 
tion would  no  doubt  lead  to  the  delivery  of  many  letters  which  now 
fail  to  reach  their  destination.  But  it  possesses  no  special  adaptation 
to  a  population  of  fixed  homes,  and  its  advantages,  if  adopted  among 
such  a  people,  would  be  slight,  as  compared  with  the  cost  at  which 
they  would  be  purchased.  The  list  which  you  propose  shall  be  pre- 
pared (quarterly  I  presume,  as  at  present)  by  the  department  of  the 
dead  letters,  and  permanently  exhibited  in  each  of  the  post  offices  of 
the  State  or  Territory  whence  the  letters  have  been  forwarded  as.  not 
delivered,  would  probably  give  much  less  practical  publicity  to  their 
existence  than  you  suppose.  Take  for  example  the  State  of  New  York, 
in  which  there  are  upwards  of  2,500  post  offices.  In  the  city  of  New 
Y'ork  alone  there  are  near  70,000  dead  letters  returned  per  quarter. 
If  to  these  be  added  those  from  every  other  office  in  the  State,  the 
list  would  assume  a  magnitude  that  would  discourage  all  inquiry. 
The  very  vastness  of  the  field  to  be  explored,  would  lead  rather 
to  the  concealment  than  the  disclosure  of  the  letters  sought  to  be 
delivered.  Again  the  prevailing  similarity  of  names  in  our  country 
would  present  great,  if  not  insuperable  obstacles.  The  directory 
shows  that  in  the  city  of  New  York  alone  there  are  200  John  Smiths, 
132  William  Smiths,  100  James  Smiths,  100  John  Browns,  70 
William  Browns,  50  James  Browns,  90  John  Murphys,  50  James 
Murphys,  90  James  Sullivans,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.  When  you  add  to 
these  all  the  similar  names  found  throughout  the  entire  State,  you  can 
at  once  perceive  how  formidable  the  list  would  become.  You  would 
probably  find  not  scores,  but  hundreds  of  letters  addressed  to  the  same 
name,  and  yet  not  intended  for  one,  but  for  hundreds  of  different  per- 
sons. How  would  such  letters  be  delivered  under  your  system  ?  If 
claimed  by  individuals  bearing  the  proper  name,  to  which  of  the 
claimants  would  they  be  sent ;  or  in  what  proportion,  or  upon  what 
principle  would  they  be  distributed  ?  The  hopeless  embarrassment 
and  interminable  correspondence  which  would  result  from  \Vi\^  ^ 
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gation  of  all  these  letters  at  a  point  where  there  could  be  no  personal 
Knowledge  of  the  persons  to  whom  they  are  addressed,  must  be  mani- 
fest. An  occasional  letter  would  of  course  be  thus  saved  from  destruc- 
tion, but  the  play  would  not  be  worth  the  candle. 

Under  our  present  system  almost  all  the  dead  letters  really  valuable 
are  delivered  to  the  writers,  if  not  to  those  to  whom  they  are  addressed. 
Those  not  valuable  in  the  sense  of  the  statute  would  scarcely  justify 
the  bestowal  of  the  labor  and  money  for  their  delivery,  which  your 
sysfem  would  necessarily  require. 

The  accumulation  of  dead  letters  results  in  part  from  a  lack  of  soli- 
citude and  vigilance  on  the  part  of  postmasters,  and  in  part  from  the 
careless  habits  and  comparatively  restless  lives  of  the  American  people. 
Every  posi^ible  measure  will  be  adopted,  in  the  administration  of  the 
department,  to  remove  the  cause  first  named  ;  for  the  removal  of  the 
latter,  we  must  look  to  time  and  the  people  themselves. 

For  your  communication,  which  manifests  much  thought  and  an 
earnest  and  laudable  desire  to  cooperate  in  the  attainment  of  a  great 
public  good,  you  have  my  sincere  thanks. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOLT, 
Postmaster  General. 

Mr.  Oliver  Evans  Woods,  Philadelphia, 
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B. 

StiMtement  af  dead  Utters  received  during  the  year  ending  March  31, 
I860,  from  offices  making  weddy^  semi-monthly j  and  monthly  returns. 


Office. 


Albany .... 
Baltimore . 

Buffalo 

Boflton 

Chicago.... 
Charlefton 
Cincinnati. 
Clereland . 
Columbuf. 
xxartH)cd..«M.».. 

Loaisrille 

NaahTille.* 

New  York 

New  Orleans .. 
Philadelphia... 

Richmond 

St  Louis 

Brooklyn 

Detroit 

Indianapolis... 

Lowell 

Memphis 

Mobile... 

Pittsburg 

Proridence 

Rochester 

Sarannah ...... 

8 


r... ...... .......( 


oyracuse 

Troy 

Washington. 


State. 


Add  letters  returned  to  de- 
partment held  for  postage 
and  badly  directea 

Estimated  number  of  letters 
receired  from  18  other  of- 
fices, making  similar  re- 
turns  


Total 


New  York 

Maryland 

New  York 

Massachusetts... 

Illinois 

South  Carolina.. 

Ohio 

Ohio 

Ohio 

Connecticut 

Kentucky 

Tennessee 

New  York 

Louisiana 

PennsyWania. ... 

Virginia 

Missouri 

New  York , 

Michigan 

Indiana 

Massachusetts... 

Tennessee 

Alabama 

Pennsylrania.... 
Rhode  Island.... 

New  York 

Gkorna 

New  York 

New  York 

Dis.  of  Columbia 


Domestic. 


8,086 

16,394 

10,597 

38,166 

44,238 

8,712 

33,911 

12,553 

7,062 

4,309 

14,071 

9,709 

127,116 

53,813 

50,196 

15,056 

68,072 

10,797 

11,572 

9,061 

8,557 

37,417 

13,321 

15,060 

8,573 

11,162 

5,910 

7,020 

4,364 

13,264 


678,139 


Drop. 


56,688 


1,445 

16,45e 

17,989 

50,877 

35,5.% 

1,317 

12,612 

5,608 

1,817 

r,116^ 

5,484 

2,756 

109,548 

31,161 

14,015 

1,556 

33,748 

2,960 

5,058 

5,892 

3,557 

8,510 

1,088 

4,116 

2,787 

4,194 

1,261 

2,037 

1,016 

9,280 


Foreign. 


394,793 


9,0cW 


853 

1,177 

2,288 

7,688 

4,543 

772 

2,771 

1,238 

161 

305 

209 

210 

29,166 

5,389 

3,593 

802 

6,236 

1,152 

1,069 

213 

142 

2,239 

426 

962 

296 

1,101 

408 

241 

467 

823 


76,940 


2,200 


Total. 


10,384 

34,027 

30,874 

96,731 

84,313 

10,801 

49,294 

19,399 

9,040 

5,730 

19,764 

12,675 

265,830 

90,363 

67,804 

17,414 

108,056 

14,909 

17,699 

15,166 

12,256 

48,166 

14,835 

20,138 

11,656 

16,457 

7,579 

9,298 

5,847 

23,367 


1,149,874 


45,773 


68,476 


1,264,123 
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0. 

Btatemeni  of  dead  Utters  oorUaining  money,  registered  and  sent  (mt  for 
delivery  to  the  writers  or  owners  thereof  from  Jvly  1,  1854,  to  July 
1,  1859,  annually y  and  also  during  the  three  quarters  from  July  1, 
1859,  to  April  1,  1860. 


Year  ending- 

Number  of  money 
letters    sent    out 
for  delivery. 

Aggregate  contents 
of  letters  sent  out. 

Number  of  letters 
delivered. 

Aggregate  amount 
of  money  restored 
in  letters  delivered. 

Number  of  letters 
returned  unclaim- 
ed and  outstand  *g . 

Contents  of  unclaim- 
ed letters  on  hand 
and  outstanding. 

Nominal 
value. 

Worth- 
less. 

June  30,  1855.... 

June  30,  1856.... 

JuneSO,  1857.... 

June^,  1858.... 

June  30, 1859.... 

Three  quarters 
ending  March 
81,  ISSO 

9,127 
11,887 
8,828 
9,935 
9,726 

7,448 

#53,594  58 
71,153  50 
52,246  84 
53,524  23 
45,718  14 

38,356  35 

7,477 
9,971 
7,615 
8,782 

8,574 

6,276 

#46,693  43 
62,626  42 
47,245  05 
48,489  35 
41,143  74 

32,877  42 

1,650 
1,916 
1,213 
1,153 
1,152 

1,172 

#6,901  15 
8,527  08 
5,001  79 
4,737  88 
4,195  90 

5,147  93 

#340  00 
940  25 
384  00 
297  00 
378  50 

331  00 

Estimated  number  for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  I860,  9,930. 
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E. 

SkUement  of  dead  letters  received  in  the  Dead  Letter  Office  at  San  Fran- 
disco  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1869. 


From  offices  in  Cali- 
fornia. 


From  offices  in  Oregon. 


From  offices  in  Wash- 
ington Territory. 


Total. 


66,420 
Letters  held  for  postage 


3,584 


1,432 


71,438 
.  3,099 


Foreign  letters  returned  to  department 4,821 

yalufu>le  letters  returned  to  department 360 


73,535 


Total  number  returned  to  department. 

Opened  and  disposed  of  in  San  Francisco, 


5,181 
68,354 


36th  Congress,  )  SENATE.  C  Ex.  Doc. 

Ist  Session.      )  }     No.  42. 


MESSAGE 


OF 


THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


COMMUNICATING, 


In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate^  information  in  relation  to 
the  nuzssacre  at  Mountain  MeadowSy  and  other  maaaacres  in  Utah 
Territory, 


Mat  4, 1860. — Read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Mat  18,  I860.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


2b  the  Senate: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  adopted  March  19, 
1860,  calling  for  the  correspondence,  &c.,  in  relation  to  the  Mountain 
Meadow  and  other  massacres  in  Utah  Territory,  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  the  report,  with  accompanying  documents,  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  who  was  instructed  to  collect  the  information. 

JAMES  BUCHANAN. 

ExBcunvE  Mansion,  May  1,  1860. 


Department  op  the  Interior, 

AprU  30,  1860. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  by  reference  from 
you,  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  calling  for  all  correspondence,  &c. 
^^  relation  to  the  massacre  at  Mountain  Meadows,  and  other  massacres 
^^  Utah  Territory,  and  to  transmit  herewith  the  following  papers,  viz: 
copies  of  correspondence,  &c.,  on  file  in  the  War  Department,  (A,) 
^ith  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  the 
^me  to  this  department ;  copies  of  all  papers  on  file  in  the  Indian 
Office,  (B,)  with  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
A&irs  transmitting  the  same ;  and  copies  of  the  correspondence  be- 
tween this  department  and  A.Wilson,  Esq.,  United  States  district 
attorney  for  Utah,  (C.)     These  documents  are  believed  to  contain  all 
the  information  in  the  possession  of  the  government,  in  relation  to  the 
massacre  at  Mountain  Meadows. 
The  information  in  relation  to  subsequent  massacres  in  Utah  Terri- 
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tory  will  be  found  in  the  correspondence  (D)  accompanying  the  report 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  THOMPSON, 

Secretary. 
Thb  President. 


War  Department,  AprU  13,  1860. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the 
22d  ultimo,  communicating  a  copy  of  the  resolution  adopted  by  the 
Senate  on  the  19th,  calling  upon  the  President  for  information  touch- 
ing the  massacre  at  Mountain  Meadows,  in  August,  1857,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  copies  of  the  papers  named  in  the  accom* 

Sanying  schedule,  embracing  all  the  particulars  in  possession  of  this 
epartment,  relating  to  the  subject. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 

Secretary  of  War, 
Hon.  J.  Thompson, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior, 


A. 

Lid  of  papers  accompanying  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  April  13,  1860,  relative  to  the  Mountain 
Meadow  Massacre. 

1.  Hon.  A.  B  Greenwood  to  Mr.  Floyd,  March  6,  1858. 

2.  Mr.  Floyd  to  Hon.  A.  B.  Greenwood,  March  11,  1858. 

3.  General  Johnston  to  General  Scott,  April  27,  1859. 
a.  From  the  Adjutant  General,  May  5,  1858. 

6.  To  Dr.  Forney,  September  2,  1858. 

c.  From  same,  September  10,  1858. 

d.  Orders,  April  15,  1859. 

4.  Captain  Campbell  to  General  Johnston,  April  30,  1869. 

5.  Dr.  Forney  to  same,  May  1,  1859. 

6.  Mr.  Floyd  to  same.  May  6,  1859. 

7.  Dr.  Forney  to  same,  June  15,  1859. 

8.  General  Johnston  to  Dr.  Forney,  June  16,  1859. 

9.  Same  to  Colonel  Crosman,  June  20, 1859. 

10.  Dr.  Forney  to  General  Johnston,  June  20,  1859. 

11.  General  Johnston  to  the  Adjutant  General,  June  27,  1869. 
a.  Orders,  June  23. 

12.  Same  to  same,  July  13,  1859. 

a.  To  Captain  Campbell,  April  17. 

6.  From  same,  July  6. 

c.  Dr.  Brewer  to  same.  May  6. 

13.  Same  to  same,  August  17,  1859. 

a.  From  Mr.  Cumming,  August  3. 

b.  Dr.  Forney  to  same,  August  2. 
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c.  Mr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Forney,  August  1. 

d.  To  Mr.  Cumming,  August  5. 

e.  Orders,  August  5. 

/.  To  Major  Lynde,  August  6. 
g.  To  Lieutenant  Q-ay,  August  6. 
A.  From  same,  August  15. 
i.   Orders,  August  14. 

j.  To  Commander  of  the  Bear  Biver  Expedition,  August  15. 
14.  Same  to  General  Scott,  November  2,  1859. 
a.  Mr.  Lander  to  Dr.  Forney,  August  16. 
6.  From  Lieutenant  Gay,  August  17. 

c.  From  Major  Lynde,  August  20. 

d.  To  same,  August  26. 

e.  From  same,  August  26. 

/.  From  same,  September  10. 

g.  From  Dr.  Forney,  September  22. 

A.  From  Major  Lynde,  October  24. 


1.  Mr,  Greenwood  to  Mr.  Floyd. 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  6,  1858. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  the  published  proceedings  of  a  public 
meeting  held  in  Carroll  county,  Arkansas,  in  relation  to  the  massacre 
of  their  friends  and  relations  on  the  Plains,  last  summer,  by  the  Mor- 
mons and  Indians,  near  Cedar  City,  in  Utah  Territory. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  proceedings,  which  I  send  you  herewith, 
that  it  is  alleged  that  these  barbarous  wretches  have  now  in  their  cus- 
tody some  fifteen  children,  whose  lives  were  spared,  according  to  their 
information ;  and  they  earnestly  invoke  the  aid  of  the  government  to 
enable  them  to  recover  the  children  alleged  to  be  in  their  custody. 
They  also  call  upon  the  delegation  in  Congress  to  bring  the  matter 
before  the  proper  authorities  here,  and  obtein  whatever  suggestions 
they  may  see  proper  to  make,  that  will  enable  these  distressed  people 
to  reclaim  the  survivors  of  the  massacre.  Thinking  the  Department 
of  War  to  be  the  proper  one  to  correspond  with,  I  have  thougnt  proper 
to  address  you,  hoping  you  will  be  able  to  communicate  something 
that  will  to  some  extent  relieve  the  friends  of  those  who  have  been  so 
brutally  murdered.  They  also  ask  that  an  appropriation  be  made  to 
defray  the  expenses  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  incur  in  order  to 
reclaim  and  bring  home  to  their  relatives  the  children  that  have  been 
spared. 

I  should  be  pleased  to  receive  any  communication  that  you  may 
think  proper  to  make ;  and  should  you  deem  it  advisable  to  recommend 
an  appropriation,  I  shall  take  great  pleasure  in  referring  your  recom- 
mendation to  the  proper  committee. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  GREENWOOD. 

Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington  city,  D,  C. 
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2.  Mr.  Floyd  to  A,  B.  Greenwood. 

War  Department, 
Washington y  March  11,  1858. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  6th  iHstant,  inclosing  the 
published  proceedings  of  a  public  meeting  held  in  CarroUton,  Arkan- 
sas, the  1st  ultimo,  relative  to  the  massacre  of  a  party  of  emigrants 
from  Arkansas,  by  Mormons  and  Indians,  in  the  month  of  July  last. 

This  department  has,  at  present,  no  information  respecting  the  mas- 
•sacre  alluded  to,  or  the  prooable  fate  of  the  survivors ;  but  the  news- 
paper slip  accompanying  your  communication  will  be  transmitted  at 
the  earliest  practicable  moment  to  Colonel  Johnston^  commanding  the 
troops  in  Utah,  with  instructions  to  adopt  such  measures  for  the 
recovery  of  the  children  said  to  be  still  in  captivity,  as  in  his  judgment 
may  appear  to  be  best  calculated  to  attain  this  most  desirable  object ; 
and  should  his  efforts  be  successful,  to  send  the  persons  rescued,  at  a 
suitable  time,  and  under  proper  protection,  to  Fort  Leavenworth, 
Kansas,  whence  they  can  be  readily  returned  to  their  friends  in  Ar- 
kansas. 

It  is  recommended  that  a  small  appropriation  be  asked  for,  to  defray 
any  incidental  expenses  that  may  attend,  the  execution  of  the  orders 
which  will  be  given  Colonel  Johnston,  and  which  cannot  well  be 
charged  to  the  ordinary  appropriations  for  the  military  service. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Hon.  A.  B.  Greenwood, 

House  of  Refpresentativea. 


3.  General  Johnston  to  General  Scott. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Utah, 
Camp  Floydy  Utah  Territory^  April  27,  1859. 

Oolonbl:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Captain  R.  P.  Campbell 
marched  for  Santa  Clara  on  the  21st  instant,  in  command  of  one  com- 
pany of  dragoons  and  two  of  infantry,  with  orders  and  instrjictions 
which  have  been  forwarded  to  you.  One  company  of  his  command 
will  return  to  this  place  with  Major  Prince,  paymaster  United  States 
army,  who  is  en  route  to  this  department  with  a  large  amount  of  public 
money  for  the  payment  of  troops,  to  whom  the  government  is  m  ar- 
rears six  or  eight  months. 

The  motive  for  dispatching  this  force  to  the  neighborhood  of  Santa 
Clara  is  to  give  protection  to  the  numerous  travelers  who  will  pass  over 
the  southern  route  during  the  spring,  and  merchants'  trains,  and  also  to 
make  inquiries  respecting  murders,  which  were  said  to  have  been  per- 
petrated by  Indians  last  fall.  Should  it  be  ascertained  what  Indians 
committed  the  murders,  I  will  order  a  severe  chastisement  to  be  in- 
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flicted.  Captain  Campbell  will^  however,  make  no  hostile  movement 
against  the  Indians  for  past  occurrences^  unless  something  transpires 
while  he  is  on  the  route  which  shall  make  immediate  action  necessary. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate  in  the  Senate,  which  is  reported  in  the 
Globe  of  the  9th  of  March,  on  an  amendment  of  the  army  appropria- 
tion bill,  offered  by  Mr.  Sebastian,  for  '* defraying  the  expense  of 
ransom,  recovery,  and  restoration  to  their  homes  of  the  children  sur- 
viying  the  massacre  by  the  Indians  of  the  emigrant  train  from  Arkan- 
sas, in  the  fall  of  1857,  $10,000,"  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Arkansas  says:  ^'I 
have  understood  that  instructions  were  sent  out  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment and  the  Interior  Department  for  an  investigation  and  an  inquiry, 
but  I  must  say  that  I  have  not  been  satisfied  that  proper,  earnest  in- 
vestigation has  been  made  into  this  horrible  transaction,  which  the 
case  merited  at  the  hands  of  the  government." 

With  regard  to  what  has  been  ordered  in  this  matter,  there  seems 
to  be  a  misapprehension.  The  only  communication  received  by  me  on 
that  subject  was  written  on  the  5th  of  May,  and  received  on  the  7th 
of  Aueust,  of  which  the  inclosed  is  a  copy.  I  was  then  of  the  opinion 
that  those  children  were  in  the  possession  of  the  Mormons  who  live 
in  the  district  of  country  where  the  massacre  was  perpetrated,  and  I 
was  apprised  that  Dr.  Forney,  Indii^n  superintendent  oi  this  Territory, 
had  gone  to  visit  the  Indians  of  that  district  about  the  time  of  the 
reception  of  the  letter  from  the  Adjutant  General.  I  presumed  that 
the  recovery  of  the  children,  whether  in  the  haads  of  the  Indians  or 
Mormons,  could  be  best  accomplished  through  the  agency  of  the  super- 
intendent, and,  accordingly,  sent  the  Adjutant  General's  letter  to  him, 
for  his  action.  Inclosed  I  send  his  letter  acknowledging  the  receipt  of 
of  the  Adjutant  General's  letter,  and  a  statement  that  he  '^  had  found 
ten  of  the  children."  (He  does  not  say  that  he  received  them  from 
the  Indians,  and  I  presume  he  did  not.)  He  has  now  seventeen,  who 
are  supposed  to  be  all  who  survived  the  horrible  slaughter  of  men, 
women,  and  children  at  the  Mountain  Meadows.  My  action  was 
limited  to  such  measures,  by  my  instructions,  as  would  lead  to  the 
recovery  of  the  children,  and  I  found/  when  I  turned  them  over  to 
him,  that  measures  were  already  successfully  in  progress,  through  the 
superintendent,  who  was  finally  successful,  and  there  was  nothing- 
further  that  I  could  properly  do. 

The  implication  (in  the  belief  of  many^  of  the  inhabitants,  or  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  them,  of  that  district  in  the  committal  of  that 
atrocious  crime,  was  not  a  subject  for  investigation  or  inquiry  on  my 
part.  The  judiciary  have  the  subject  before  them,  which  will,  I  do- 
not  doubt,  result  in  discovering  the  perpetrators. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON, 
Colonel  Second  Cavalry  and  Bvt.  Brig,  Oeneral  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding^ 

Lieut.  Colonel  L.  Thomas, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General, 
Headquarters  of  the  Army,  New  York  city. 
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3  a. 

Adjutant  General's  Office, 

Washington^  May  5,  1858. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  a  newspaper  slip,  giving 
the  proceedings  of  a  public  meeting  held  in  Carroll  x^unty,  Arkansas, 
some  time  ago,  in  relation  to  the  massacre  of  a  party  of  emigrants  from 
Arkansas,  by  Mormons  and  Indians,  in  the  month  of  July  last. 

The  Secretary  of  War  considers  that,  in  the  progress  of  the  military 
operations  in  Utah,  it  may  be  in  your  power  to  gain  information 
respecting  the  children  supposed  to  be  still  in  captivity,  and,  perhaps, 
adopt  some  measures  whicn  may  eventually  lead  to  their  recovery  from 
the  Indians.  He  desires,  therefore,  that  you  will  improve  every  oppor- 
tunity which  may  offer  giving  any  promise  of  the  realization  of  an  end 
so  much  to  be  wished  for;  and  should  the  efforts  you  may  institute  be 
successful,  the  persons  rescued  might  be  sent,  under  proper  protection, 
to  Fort  Leavenworth,  from  which  point  they  could  readily  return  to 
their  friends  in  Arkansas. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 


The  Commanding  Officer, 

DepaHment  of  Utah, 


Adjutant  Oeneral. 


3  6. 

Headquartebs  Department  of  Utah, 

Camp  Floyd,  U.  T.,  September  2,  1858. 

Sir  :  The  inclosed  letter  from  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  army, 
conveying  the  wishes  of  the  Secretary  of  War  that  **  all  proper  means 
may  be  taken  to  ascertain  the  fate  of  the  Arkansas  emigrants  mas- 
sacred last  year  by  a  party  of  Mormons  and  Indians  in  this  Territory," 
&c.,  was  received  during  your  absence  from  the  city  in  the  direction  of 
the  scene  of  this  massacre. 

The  commanding  general  has  learned  that  you  have  interested  your- 
self in  recovering  some  of  the  surviving  children  of  this  party,  and  as 
this  matter  is  one  for  the  action  of  your  branch  of  the  public  service, 
he  respectfully  transfers  these  papers  to  you  that  proper  measures  may 
be  taken  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  government. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
Dr.  J.  Forney,  Supt.  Indian  Affairs, 

Great  Salt  Lake  City,  U.  T, 
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3  c. 

Office  op  Supbrintendent  Indian  Affairs  Utah  Territory, 

GrecU  Salt  Lake  City,  September  10,  1868. 

Sm :  Your  polite  note,  inclosing  a  letter  from  the  Adjutant  General 
in  regard  to  the  massacre  of  Arkansas  emigrants  near  Cedar  City,  in 
this  Territory,  was  duly  received,  and  in  reply  I  would  say  that  I  have 
found  ten  of  the  children,  who  are  now  in  my  possession,  and  am  using 
e?ery  endeavor  to  ascertain  the  whereabouts  of  the  others,  with  pros- 
pects of  success. 

I  remain  yours,  respectfully, 

J.  FORNEY, 
Supt.  Indian  Affairs  Utah  Territory, 
F.  J.  Porter, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


id. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Utah, 
Camp  Floydy  Utah  Territory y  April  15,  1859. 

Special  Orders  No.  36.] 

One  company  of  dragoons  and  two  companies  of  infantry  from 
Camp  Floyd,  under  the  command  of  Captain  R.  P.  Campbell,  second 
dragoons,  will  leave  for  Santa  Clara  on  the  21st  instant,  and  be  gov- 
erned by  special  instructions  from  these  headquarters. 

A  medical  officer  will  be  assigned  to  the  command. 

The  command  will  be  rationed  for  fifty  days. 

The  quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  the  necessary  trans- 
portation. 

By  order  of  Brevet  Brigadier  General  A.  8.  Johnston : 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


4.  Captain  Campbell  to  General  Johnston. 

Camp  near  Beaver  City,  Utah  Territory, 

AprU  30,  1859. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived  at  this  place 
yesterday,  where  the  express  overtook  me.  The  officers  and  men  of 
my  command  are  all  well,  only  the  minor  ailments  incidental  to  a 
march,  and  the  horses  and  mules  are  improving  in  condition. 

There  has  nothing  of  the  slightest  importance  happened  since  the 
command  left  Camp  Floyd,  there  was  a  slight  fall  of  snow  the  fourth 
day  after  leaving  Camp  Floyd;  the  command  left  the  service  that 
morning. 
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I  shall  leave  here  to-morrow  morning  with  as  much  forage  as  I 
started  with. 

I  am  remaining  in  camp  to-day,  both  on  account  of  a  storm  that 
began  this  morning  and  it  being  the  day  for  muster. 

1  met  Dr.  Forney  at  Meadow  creek,  he  came  into  my  camp  with  the 
Indian  Konosh  on  a  visit ;  he  was  camped  at  the  Indian  farm  on  Com 
creek,  where  Konosh  lives,  some  miles  off  the  road.  The  doctor  had 
with  him  fifteen  or  sixteen  of  the  children  of  the  emigrants  who  were 
murdered  at  the  Mountain  Meadows.  These  children  say  that  they 
have  never  been  with  the  Indians.  I  did  not  see  the  children,  but  the 
judge  saw  them,  and  talked  with  them.  A  good  deal  of  infori^ation 
can  be  derived  from  them  in  relation  to  the  massacre,  as  some  of  them 
are  old  enough  to  remember  the  affair  very  well.  The  express  arrived 
here  at  10  o'clock  on  the  night  of  29th  proximo. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

REUBEN  P.  CAMPBELL, 
Captain  Second  Dragoons,  Com'g  Santa  Clara  Expedition. 

Major  J.  F.  Porter,  Assistant  Adjutant  Oeneraly  U,  S,  A., 

Camp  Floyd,  Utah  Territory. 


5.  Dr.  Forney  to  General  Johnston, 

Spanish  Fork,  Indian  Reservation, 

ifay  1,1859. 

Dear  General:  Thank  God  that  I  am  this  near  home  from  mv 
southern  trip.  I  had  a  very  laborious  and  difficult  trip,  at  the  same 
time,  however,  interesting,  and  my  inquiries  of  the  causes  and  final 
consummation  of  the  awlul  Mountain  Meadow  affair,  may  lead  to  ex- 
traordinary developments. 

I  succeeded  in  getting  sixteen  children,  all,  it  is  said,  that  remain 
of  the  butchering  affair.  I  have  the  children  with  me,  they  seem 
contented  and  happy,  poorly  clad,  however.  I  will  get  them  fixed  up 
as  soon  as  possible.  All  the  children  are  intellectual  and  good  look- 
ing, not  one  mean  looking  child  among  them,  they  average  from  three 
and  a  half  to  nine  years  old.  Most  of  them  know  their  family  names^ 
and  a  few  recollect  the  place  of  their  former  homes,  others  have  some 
recollection  of  it. 

What  is  more  important  than  all,  is,  that  at  least  four  of  the  oldest 
of  the  children  know,  without  doubt  know,  enough  of  the  material 
facts  of  the  Mountain  Meadow  affair,  to  relieve  this  world  of  the  white 
hell-hounds,  who  have  disgraced  humanity  by  being  mainly  instru- 
mental in  the  murdering  at  least  one  hundred  and  fifteen  men,  women, 
and  children,  under  circumstances  and  manner  without  a  parallel  in 
human  history  for  atrocity.  I  gave  Judge  Cradlebaugh,  a  few  days 
ago,  the  names  of  such  persons  who,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  par- 
ticipated in  the  affair,  and  when  brought  to  trial  can  furnish  the 
evidence  to  convict  them.  Some  of  these  men  are  by  this  time  arrested^ 
I  think. 
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With  proper  caution  all  the  men  can  he  arrested.  I  send  Mr. 
Bodgers  hack  with  the  judge,  tvith  a  bimness  letter  to  some  of  the 
church  dignitaries. 

I  met  the  military  command  tqM  miles  south  of  Fillmore,  all  seemed 
in  good  spirits.  The  country  south  of  Cedar  City  is  poor,  hut  little 
grass  and  no  grain. 

The  Indians  south,  at  this  time,  are  quiet  and  peaceahle.     To  the 
Mountain  Meadows  there  is  good  grass,  that  far  the  command  should 
go,  for  reasons  you  wUl  learn  by  ana  by. 
Excuse  this  hasty  and  imperfect  letter. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

J,  FOBNET. 
(General  A.  8.  Johnston, 

Commander  of  Utah  Department,  Utah  Territory, 


6.  Mr.  Floyd  to  General  Johnston. 

War  Department, 

Washington,  May  6,  1859. 

Sir:  The  change  which  seems  to  have  taken  place  in  the  condition 
of  things  in  Utah  Territory  since  the  date  of  your  former  instructions 
renders  some  modification  of  those  instructions  necessary. 

Peace  being  now  restored  to  the  Territory,  the  judicial  administra- 
tion of  the  laws  will  require  no  help  from  the  army  under  your  com- 
mand. If  the  service  of  the  United  States  troops  should  he  needed 
under  any  circumstances,  it  could  only  be  to  assist  the  executive  au- 
thority in  executing  the  sentence  of  law  or  the  judicial  decrees  of  the 
court,  and  that  necessity  could  only  arise  when  the  services  of  a  civil 
posse  were  found  to  be  insufficient.  You  will  therefore  only  order  the 
troops  under  your  command  to  assist  as  a  posse  comitatus  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  laws,  upon  the  written  application  of  the  governor  of  the 
Territory,  and  not  otherwise.  The  fidelity  with  which  you  have 
obeyed  the  instructions  of  this  department  heretofore  given  jrou,  is  the 
fullest  guarantee  that  you  will,  with  the  same  zeal  and  efficiency,  con- 
form to  these. 

I  am,  general^  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Brevet  Brigadier  Qeneral  A.  S.  Johnston, 

Com'g  Department  of  Utah,  Camp  Floyd,  Utah  Territory. 


7.  Dr.  Forney  to  General  Johnston. 

Supbrintbndbnt's  Office,  Utah, 

Chreat  Salt  LaJce  City,  June  15,  1859. 

Dbar  Sir  :  I  informed  you  sometime  ago  that  I  had  then  sixteen 
children  in  my  possession,  all  (it  was  then  supposed)  that  we^ 
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maining  of  the  terrible  massacre  in  Mountain  Meadows  valley,  in 
September,  1857. 

Since  my  hasty  letter  to  you  from  Spanish  Fort,  another  child  has 
been  recovered,  and  is  now  also  in  m^ possession. 

I  have  collected  these  children  in  pursuance  to  instructions  from  the 
Indian  department,  and  in  compliance  with  those  instructions,  they 
must  soon  be  en  route  for  Leavenworth. 

Messrs.  Bussell,  Majors,  and  Waddell  offered  the  Indian  depart- 
ment, free  of  charge,  two  large  wagons,  twelve  yoke  oxen,  and  the 
necessary  gear,  to  transport  the  children  to  Leavenworth  in  company 
with  one  of  their  returning  caravans. 

These  unfortunate  fatherless,  motherless,  and  penniless  children 
certainly  demand  more  than  an  ordinary  degree  of  sympathy.  I  have 
secured  the  services  of  four  females  to  accompany  them  to  Leaven- 
worth. I  will  also  provide  suitable  clothing,  blankets,  and  such 
appliances  as  will  be  deemed  necessary.  I  am  also  directed  to  furnish 
them  with  provisions,  and  I  presume  cooking  utensils,  fuel,  &c. 

My  instructions  from  the  office  of  Indian  affairs  plainly  indicate  the 
desire  that  I  should  send  these  children  by  the  means  of  transportation 
offered  by  Messrs.  Bussell,  Majors,  and  Waddell ;  but  I  am  induced  to 
believe  that,  was  the  department  advised  of  the  objections  so  obvious 
to  this  mode  of  transportation,  I  feel  satisfied  that  my  instructions 
would  have  been  materially  modified  or  changed,  and  therefore,  after 
mature  reflection  and  consultation  with  several  gentlemen,  I  am  in- 
duced to  assume  the  responsibility  of  changing  the  direction  of  this 
matter,  provided  I  can  ootain  two  or  three  ambulances,  one  baggage- 
wagon,  a  suitable  number  of  mules,  and  a  proper  military  escort  from 
the  officer  in  command  of  this  department. 

I  therefore  respectfully  request  that  you  will  advise  me  whether  this 
arrangement  can  be  made  without  subjecting  the  service  to  any  im- 
portant inconvenience. 

As  the  caravan  with  which  it  is  proposed  to  send  the  children  leaves 
in  a  few  days,  an  early  reply  is  respectfully  requested. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

J.  FORNEY, 
Superintendent  Indian  Affairs  Utah  Territory. 

Greneral  A.  S.  Johnston, 

Com'g  Department  Utah,  Camp  Floyd,  Utah  Territory, 


8.  General  Johnston  to  Dr.  Forney, 

Headquarters  Department  of  Utah, 

Camp  Floyd,  U.  T,,  June  16,  1859. 

Sir  :  General  Johnston  desires  me  to  inform  you  that  he  will  provide 
the  escort  and  transportation  needed  for  the  children  surviving  the 
massacre  in  the  Mountain  Meadow  valley,  asked  for  in  your  letter  of 
the  16th  instant,  and  will  also  take  great  pleasure  in  aiding  you  to 
the  full  scope  of  his  authority  here,  and  on  the  road,  in  your  humane 
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efforts  to  transmit  in  comfort  and  safety  those  children  to  Leavenworth. 
The  party  will  be  escorted  by  a  company  of  dragoons  as  far  as  Fort 
Kearny,  whence  their  safety  will  be  secured  by  the  commander  of 
that  post. 

The  party  will  be  sent  for  and  placed  under  charge  of  the  escort  the 
day  before  it  marches,  which  will  be  towards  the  end  of  next  week, 
and  by  the  Timpanogos  route,  if  sufficiently  repaired. 

A  day's  notice  will  be  given  you  of  the  transportation  being  sent 
to  the  city. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
Dr.  J.  Forney, 

Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  Chreai  Salt  Lake  City,  U.  T, 


9.  General  Johnston  to  Colonel  Crosman. 

Hradquartbrs  Dbpartmbnt  of  Utah, 

Camp  Floydy  U.  T.,  June  20,  1859. 

Colonel:  The  commanding  general  directs  that  three  light  spring 
wagons,  and  one  baggage  wagon,  be  prepared  to  transport  to  Fort 
Leavenworth  the  children  retained  from  massacre  at  the  Mountain 
Meadows,  in  this  Territory,  and  also  one  spring  wagon  for  the  three 
children  of  the  late  Daniel  Foster,  of  Connecticut,  and  the  person  in 
charge  of  them. 

The  spring  wagons  will  be  provided  with  seats,  and  arranged  for 
the  comfort  of  the  children. 

The  spring  wagons  for  the  first-named  party  will  be  needed  about 
the  middle  of  this  week  to  bring  the  children  to  this  camp,  preparatory 
to  placing  them  under  charge  of  the  escort,  which  will  probably  leave 
about  Saturday  next. 

I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General, 
Lieut.  Col.  Qeoroe  H.  Crosman, 

Deputy  Quartermaster  General,  Camp  Floyd,  U.  T, 


10.  Ih\  Forney  to  General  Johnston. 

Great  Salt  Lake  City, 

June  20,  1859. 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  your  letter,  in  answer  to  mine  to  General 
Johnston,  in  relation  to  the  transportation  to  Fort  Leavenworth  of  the 
seventeen  children,  and  also  your  two  letters  on  the  same  subject. 

I  can  hardly  find  language  to  express  my  thankfulness  to  General 
Johnston  and  yourself,  for  the  favorable  consideration  of  my  request. 

Have  the  kindness,  my  dear  sir,  to  say  to  General  Johnston  that  I 
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appreciate  his  kindness,  and  return  to  him,  in  behalf  of  the  unfortunate 
children,  sincere  thanks  for  the  generosity  in  aiding^  me  to  convey 
those  little  ones  in  comfort  and  safety  to  Leavenworth,  instead  of  in 
two  ox-wagons  and  in  company  of  sundry  ox-drivers. 
I  will  be  at  Q^mp  Floyd  to-morrow  evening. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  FORNEY. 
Superintendent  Indian  Affairs^  U,  T. 
Major  F.  J.  Porter, 

Assistant  Adjutant  Oeneral,  Camp  Floyd,  U,  T. 


11.  General  Johnston  to  the  Adjutant  General. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Utah, 

Camp  Floyd,  XI.  T.,  June  27,  1859. 

Golonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  departure  from  this  place, 
yesterday,  of  companies  A  and  C,  second  dragoons,  under  the  command 
of  Captain  Anderson,  second  dragoons,  and  to-day  of  light  conipany  C, 
third  artillery,  with  the  field  battery,  under  the  command  of  Brevet 
Major  Beynolds,  for  the  places  of  their  destination,  respectively^  as 
announced  in  general  orders  from  the  headquarters  of  the  army. 

At  the  request  of  Dr.  Forney,  superintendent  of  Indian  aflfairs,  who 
informed  me  that  the  transportation  provided  by  the  Department  of 
the  Interior  was  unsuitable  for  the  purpose,  I  have  ordered  spring 
wagons  to  be  furnished  for  the  conveyance  to  Fort  Leavenworth  of  the 
seventeen  children  whose  lives  were  spared  at  the  Mountain  Meadow 
massacre.  I  have  directed  that  they  shall  be  provided  with  subsistence. 
Maior  Whiting,  who  will  be  allowed  to  avail  himself  of  his  certificate 
of  disability,  on  his  arrival  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  has  been  instructed 
to  see  that  good  care  is  taken  of  all  the  children,  and  that  they  are 
provided  with  every  thing  needful  on  the  route.  These  children  also 
accompany  the  dragoons,  and  their  commander  is  charged  with  their 
safety  as  far  as  Fort  Kearny,  whence  they  will  be  provided  with  a 
sufficient  escort  to  Fort  Leavenworth. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON, 
Colonel  2d  Cavalry,  and  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen' I  U.  S.  A,,  Com'g. 

Colonel  8.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  General  U.  S.  A.,  Washington  city,  D.  C. 


11a. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Utah, 

Camp  Floyd,  U.  T.,  June  23,  1859. 

Special  Orders  No.  50.] 

I.  In  pursuance  of  General  Orders  No.  2,  of  the  16th  ultimo,  from 
the  headquarters  of  the  army,  li^ht  company  C,  third  artillery,  and 
companies  A,  C^  and  F,  second  dragoons,  will  be  relieved  from  duty 
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in  this  department,  and  will  proceed  to  their  respective  posts  in  the  de- 
partment of  Oregon,  and  the  department  of  the  West. 

4c  *  Hf  Hf  Hf  4t  4t4e  *  *  *  3|t  ♦ 

III.  Company  F,  second  dragoons,  is  assigned  to  Fort  Laramie,  com- 
panies A  and  C  to  Fort  Kearny. 

Companies  A  and  C  will  march  from  Camp  Floyd  on  the  26th  in- 
stant ;  company  F,  at  Fort  Bridger,  will  march  one  day  after  the  other 
companies  pass  that  post,  and  will  keep  that  interval  between  them. 

Subsistence  (|  of  the  meat  ration  bacon)  for  ten  days  will  be  provided 
at  Camp  Floyd,  and  twenty-two  days  at  Fort  Bridger;  the  additional 
beeves  oeing  taken  from  the  drove  at  that  post. 

To  this  command  is  intrusted  the  safety  of  the  orphan  children  re- 
tained from  the  massacre  in  the  Mountain  Meadow  valley  in  this  Ter- 
ritory, and  also  the  reclaimed  children  of  Mrs.  Verguson,  widow  of 
the  late  Daniel  Foster,  of  Connecticut.  To  these  iniant  wards  of  our 
country  the  command  will  render  every  proper  assistance  asked  for  by 
the  person  specially  charged  with  attending  to  their  comfort. 

On  arriving  at  Fort  Laramie  the  most  efficient  company  of  the  two 
assigned  to  Fort  Kearny,  will,  if  not  restricted  by  modifying  orders, 
proceed  to  execute  the  duty  specified  in  section  6,  paragraph  1,  of  Gen- 
eral Orders  No.  2,  from  the  headquarters  of  the  army. 

The  other  company,  escorting  the  parties  intrusted  to  the  two,  will 
continue  to  Fort  Kearny,  where  a  new  escort  to  Fort  Leavenworth  will 
be  provided. 

IV.  At  the  request  of  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  for  the 
territory  of  Utah,  Brevet  Major  Daniel  P.  Whiting,  seventh  infantry, 
will  supervise  the  care  of  these  parties  of  children  now  being  restored 
by  the  government  to  their  friends  and  relations,  and  will  carry  out  on 
the  road,  and  at  Leavenworth,  the  wishes  of  the  superintendent.  The 
Foster  children  under  the  immediate  charge  of  Ordnance  Sergeant 
Black  will  be  delivered  to  the  depot  quartermaster  at  Fort  Leaven- 
worth, who,  before  their  arrival,  will  receive  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
instractions  in  regard  to  forwarding  them  to  their  mother. 

^  nt  *  *  *  *  *  *  Hf  Hf  nt  *  * 

By  order  of  Brevet  Brigadier  Qeneral  A.  S.  Johnston: 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


12.  General  Johnston  to  the  Adjutant  General. 

Headquartebs  Department  op  Utah, 
Camp  Floyd,  U.  T.,  July  13,  1859. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose,  for  the  information  of  the  honor- 
able Secretary  of  War,  the  report  of  Captain  Campbeirs  expedition 
to  the  southern  district  of  this  Territory. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON, 
CW.  Second  Cavalry ,  andBvt.  Brig,  Gen.  U,  S,  A.,  Comd'g. 

Col.  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  General  U.  8.  A.y  Washington  city ^ 
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12  a. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Utah, 
Camp  Floyd,  U.  T.,  April  17,  1869. 

Sir:  The  commanding  general  designated  you  to  command  an  expe- 
dition to  a  southern  portion  of  this  department,  and  has  assigned  to 
you,  in  Special  Orders  No.  26,  one  company  of  dragoons  and  two  of 
infantry. 

The  commanding  general  orders  that  you  proceed  to  Santa  Clara, 
and  remain  in  that  portion  of  the  country  as  long  as  the  interests  of 
the  government  and  the  ohiects  of  the  expedition  require. 

The  objects  of  the  expedition  are,  the  protection  of  travelers  on  the 
road  to  California ;  to  inquire  into  depredations  which  are  reported  in 
the  accompanying  letter  as  having  been  committed  by  Indians  in  the 
vicinity  of  Santa  Clara ;  and  to  furnish  a  company  to  escort  to  this 
camp  Paymaster  Prince,  in  charge  of  public  funds. 

The  commanding  general  directs  you  to  report  the  result  of  your 
examination  into  past  depredations  by  Indians,  that  if  necessary  addi- 
tional force  may  be  sent  to  you ;  and  without  his  orders,  not  to  use 
your  force  to  chastise  Indians  except  for  depredations  and  murders 
committed  while  you  are  in  their  vicinity,  and  which  need  prompt 
punishment. 

The  paymaster's  escort  (which  will  return  to  California)  will  be 
relieved  by  a  company  of  your  command,  or  by  your  whole  command 
if  the  exchange  takes  place  at  Santa  Clara,  and  there  is  no  object  to 
be  accomplished  by  remaining  longer  in  that  vicinity.  The  new  escort 
will  return  by  easy  marches  to  this  camp. 

Should  you  think  it  advisable  to  remain  on  the  road  for  a  longer 
time  than  you  are  provisioned,  you  will  report  the  fact,  and  make 
timely  requisition  for  supplies,  which  will  be  sent  to  you. 

You  are  desired  to  take  from  Cedar  City  forage  for  the  return  to 
California  of  the  paymaster's  escort,  and  also  to  rarnish  them  subsist- 
ence if  needed.  The  latter  will  be  replaced  from  this  camp.  A  guide 
and  interpreter  will  be  directed  to  report  to  you. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  POKTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Captain  R.  P.  Campbell, 

Second  Dragoons,  Com'g  Santa  Clara  Expedition. 


12  6. 


Fort  Bredger,  July  6,  1859. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  pursuance  of  instruc- 
tions received  from  the  adjutant  generars  office  of  this  department, 
dated  April  17,  1859,  I  left  Camp  Floyd,  Utah  Territory,  on  the  21st 
of  April,  1859,  to  proceed  to  Santa  Clara,  in  order  to  protect  travelers 
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on  the  road  to  California,  and  to  inquire  into  certain  depredations  said 
to  have  been  committed  by  the  Indians  in  that  vicinity. 

My  command  consisted  of  one  company  of  dragoons  and  two  com- 
panies of  infantry. 

Nothing  of  interest  occurred  until  my  arrival  at  the  Mountain 
Meadows,  which  are  situated  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  south 
of  Camp  Floyd,  and  on  the  southern  rim  of  the  basin.  Here  I  found 
human  skulls,  bones,  and  hair,  scattered  about,  and  scraps  of  clothing 
of  men,  women,  and  children.  I  saw  one  girl's  dress,  apparently  that 
of  a  child  ten  or  twelve  years  of  age.  These  were  the  remains  of  a 
party  of  peaceful  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  consisting  of  men, 
women,  and  children,  and  numbering  about  one  hundred  and  fifty, 
who  were  removing  with  their  effects  from  the  State  of  Arkansas  to 
the  State  of  California.  These  emigrants  were  here  met  by  the  Jfor- 
mans  (assisted  by  such  of  the  wretched  Indians  of  the  neighborhood 
as  they  could  force  or  persuade  to  join  them),  and  massacred,  with  the 
exception  of  such  infant  children  that  the  Mormons  thought  too  youn^ 
to  remember  or  tM  of  the  affair.  The  Mormons  had  their  fitces  paintea 
so  as  to  disguise  themselves  as  Indians. 

The  Mormons  were  led  on  by  John  D.  Lee,  then  a  high  dignitary 
in  the  self-styled  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints,  and 
Isaac  Haight,  now  a  dignitary  in  the  same. 

This  affair  began  by  a  surprise.  The  emigrants  were  encamped  near 
a  spring,  from  which  there  is  a  ravine.  Along  this  ravine  the  Mor- 
mons and  Indians  crept  to  the  spring  during  the  night.  When  the 
emigrants  arose  in  the  morning  they  were  fired  upon,  and  some  twelve 
or  fifteen  of  them  killed.  The  emigrants  then  seized  their  arms  and^ 
defended  themselves  so  bravely  that,  after  four  days,  the  Mormons  and 
Indians  had  not  succeeded  in  exterminating  them.  This  horrid  affair 
was  finished  by  an  act  of  treachery.  John  D.  Lee,  having  washed  the 
paint  from  his  face,  came  to  the  emigrants  and  told  them  that  if  they 
would  surrender  themselves,  and  give  their  property  to  the  Indians, 
that  the  Mormons  would  conduct  them  safely  back  to  Cedar  City.  The 
emigrant*  then  surrendered,  with  their  wives  and  children.  They 
were  taken  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  spring,  where  they,  their 
wives,  and  their  children,  (with  the  exception  of  some  infants,)  were 
ruthlessly  killed. 

The  infant*  were  taken  to  Cedar  City,  where  they  were  either  sold 
or  given  away  to  such  of  the  Mormons  as  desired  them.  It  is  a  noto- 
rious fact  that  these  infants  never  have  been  with  the  Indians.  The 
property  of  the  emigrants  was  taken  to  Cedar  City,  where  it  was  put 
up  at  public  auction  and  sold. 

These  facts  were  derived  from  the  children  who  did  remember  and 
could  tell  of  the  matter,  from  Indians,  and  from  the  Mormons  them- 
selves.    This  affair  occurred  in  the  month  of  September,  in  1857. 

On  leaving  the  Mountain  Meadows,  I  proceeded  on  with  my  command 
to  the  river  Santa  Clara,  where  I  arrived  on  the  8th  of  May,  1859.  I 
sent  for  Jackson,  the  chief  of  the  tribe  said  to  be  most  hostile  to  the 
Americans.  He  acknowledged  that  he  had  committed  some  outrages 
on  the  people  of  the  United  States.  He  made  the  most  humble  protes- 
tations of  future  good  conduct,  in  which  I  put  some  reliance,  it  he  is 


16  MASSACRE  AT  MOUNTAIN  MBADOWS. 

not  encouraged  to  commit  overt  acts  by  the  Mormons.  These  Indians 
are  a  miserable  set  of  root-diggers,  and  nothing  is  to  be  apprehended 
from  them  but  by  the  smallest  and  most  careless  party. 

The  commanding  general  having  concluded  that  the  objects  of  the 
expedition  were  accomplished,  I  returned  to  Camp  Floyd,  Utah  Terri- 
tory, agreeably  to  his  instructions. 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  P.  CAMPBELL, 
Capt.  Second  DragoonSy  Com'g  Santa  Clara  Expedition. 
Major  F.  J.  Portbb, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  U.  S.  Army, 

Camp  Floydy  Utah  Territory. 


12  c. 

Camp  at  Mountain  Meadows, 

Utah  Territory y  May  6,  1859. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  this  morning,  accom- 
panied by  the  detachment  of  men  furnished  by  your  orders,  I  proceeded 
to  inter  the  remains  of  the  men,  women,  and  children  of  the  Arkansas 
emigrant  train,  massacred  by  the  Mormons  at  the  Mountain  Meadows, 
Utah  Territory,  in  the  month  of  September,  1857- 

At  the  scene  of  the  first  attack,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  our 
present  camp,  marked  by  a  small  defensive  trench  made  by  the  emi« 
grants,  a  number  of  human  skulls  and  bones  and  hair  were  found 
scattered  about,  bearing  the  appearance  of  never  having  been  buried ; 
also  remnants  of  bedding  and  wearing  apparel. 

On  examining  the  trenches  or  excavations,  which  appear  to  have 
been  within  the  corral,  and  within  which  it  was  supposed  some  written 
account  of  the  massacre  might  have  been  concealed,  some  few  human 
bones,  human  hair,  and  what  seemed  to  be  the  feathers  of  bedding, 
only  were  discerned. 

Proceeding  twenty-five  hundred  yards  in  a  direction  N.  15°  W., 
I  reached  a  ravine  fifty  yards  distant  from  the  road,  bordered  by  a 
few  bushes  of  scrub  oak,  in  which  I  found  portions  of  the  skeletons  of 
many  bodies — skulls,  bones,  and  matted  hair — ^most  of  which,  on 
examination,  I  concluded  to  be  those  of  men.  Three  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  further  on,  and  in  the  same  direction,  another  assembly  of 
human  remains  were  found,  which,  by  all  appearance,  had  been  left 
to  decay  upon  the  surface.  Skulls  and  bones,  most  of  which  I  believed 
to  be  those  of  women,  some  also  of  children,  probably  ranging  from 
six  to  twelve  years  of  age.  Here,  too,  were  found  masses  of  women's 
hair,  children's  bonnets,  such  as  are  generally  used  upon  the  plains, 
and  pieces  of  lace,  muslin,  calicoes,  and  other  material,  part  of 
women's  and  children's  apparel.  I  have  buried  thirteen  skulls,  and 
many  more  scattered  fragments. 

Some  of  the  remains  above  referred  to  were  found  upon  the  surface 
of  the  ground,  with  a  little  earth  partially  covering  them,  and  at  the 
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place  where  the  men  were  massacred ;  some  lightly  huried,  but  the 
majority  were  scattered  about  upon  the  plain.  Many  of  the  skulls 
bore  marks  of  violence,  being  pierced  with  bullet  holes,  or  shattered 
by  heavy  blows,  or  cleft  with  some  sharp-edged  instrument.  The 
bones  were  bleached  and  worn  by  long  exposure  to  the  elements,  and 
bore  the  impress  of  the  teeth  of  wolves  or  other  wild  animals. 

The  skulls  found  u^on  the  ground  near  the  spring,  or  position  of 
first  attack,  and  adjoining  our  camp,  were  eight  m  number.  These^ 
with  the  other  remains  there  found,  were  buried,  under  my  supervision, 
at  the  base  of  the  hill,  upon  the  hill-side  of  the  valley. 

At  the  rate  2,500  yards  distant  from  the  spring,  the  relative  posi- 
tions and  general  appearance  of  the  remains  seemed  to  indicate  that 
the  men  were  there  taken  by  surprise  and  massacred.  Some  of  the 
skulls  showed  that  fire-arms  had  been  discharged  close  to  the  head.  I 
have  buried  eighteen  skulls  and  parts  of  many  more  skeletons,  found 
scattered  over  the  space  of  a  mile  towards  the  Hues,  in  which  direction 
they  were  no  doubt  dragged  by  the  wolves. 

No  names  were  found  upon  any  article  of  apparel,  or  any  peculiarity 
in  the  remains,  with  the  exception  of  one  Done,  the  upper  jaw,  in 
which  the  teeth  were  very  closely  crowded,  and  which  contained  one 
front  tooth  more  than  is  generally  found. 

Under  my  direction,  the  above-mentioned  remains  were  all  properly 
buried,  the  respective  locality  being  marked  with  mounds  of  stone. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant^ 

CHARLES  BREWER, 
Assistant  Surgeon  United  States  Army. 

Captain  R.  P.  Cabipbell, 

Second  DragoonSy  Commanding  Paymaster's  Escort. 


13.  General  Johnston  to  the  Adjutant  General. 

Headquarters  Department  op  Utah, 
Camp  Floyd,  U.  T.,  August  17,  1859. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  for  the  information  of  the 
Q^neral-in-Chief,  a  letter  from  the  governor  of  the  Territory,  inclosing 
one  from  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  relating  to  the  murder 
and  robbing  of  an  emigrant  party  by  Indians,  probably  Bannack  and 
Bhoshonees,  and  my  reply,  which  will  show  my  action  thereon ;  and 
also  Lieutenant  Gay's  report  of  a  successful  attack  made  by  him  upon 
the  depredating  band  of  Indians. 

I  beg  leave  to  observe,  in  relation  to  the  tenor  of  my  reply  to  Gov- 
ernor Cumming,  that  recent  orders  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War, 
a  copy  of  which  is  transmitted  herewith,  places  this  Territory  on  the 
footing  of  a  State,  or  any  other  Territory,  as  to  the  means  of  obtain- 
ing the  cooperation  and  aid  of  the  federal  troops  in  cases  contemplated 
by  the  act  of  3d  of  March,  1807,  except  when,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
governor  of  this  Territory,  their  assistance  may  be  necessary  for  the 

Ex.  Doc.  42 2 
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enforcement  of  the  sentences  and  decrees  of  the  courts.  This,  you 
will  perceive,  is  a  specific  grant  of  power  to  the  governor,  and  my 
authority  to  furnish  troops  on  his  requisition  is  strictly  limited  to  the 
class  of  cases  mentioned  above.  It  is  therefore  that  I  have  informed 
him  I  will  refuse  a  compliance  with  any  requisition  from  him  for  troops 
intended  to  he  employed  for  any  purpose  not  specifically  authorized  by 
my  orders.  I  presume  it  will  not  be  argued  that  under  any  circum- 
stances he  could  be  authorized  to  call  for  troops  for  military  purposes, 
for  the  performance  of  duties  which  are  strictly  enjoined  upon  the 
commander  of  the  department,  and  more  especially  as  the  offense  to  be 
punished  occurred  beyond  the  limits  of  this  Territory,  in  Oregon. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON, 
Col.  Second  Cavalry^  and  Brevet  Brig.  Gen.y  U,  S.  A, 

The  Adjutant  General, 

Headquarters  of  the  Armyy  New  York  city. 


13  a. 

Executive  Office,  Utah, 
Great  Salt  Lake  City^  August  3,  1859. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  note  addressed  to  me  by 
J.  Forney,  Esq.,  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  covering  a  letter 
addressed  to  him  by  Samuel  Smith,  of  Box  Elder,  detailing  a  state- 
ment of  the  killing  of  certain  emigrants,  on  the  northern  route  to 
California,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Goose  Creek  mountains. 

The  superintendent  leaves  here  to-day  for  Box  Elder. 

Verbal  information,  communicated  by  the  bearer  of  the  note  from 
Smith,  induces  the  belief  that  a  larger  number  of  persons  have  been 
slain  than  is  indicated  by  the  written  communication.  I  therefore 
respectfully  request  that  you  will  detach  a  suitable  command,  with 
instructions  to  communicate  with  Superintendent  Forney,  at  Brigham 
City,  with  a  view  of  arresting  the  murderers  and  furnishing  prot^tion 
upon  the  road. 

Your  compliance  with  this  request  will  oblige,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

A.  CUMMING, 
Governor  of  Utah  Territory. 

General  A.  S.  Johnston. 


13  6. 

Superintendent's  Office,  Utah, 
Great  Salt  Lake  City^  August  2,  1859. 

SiK :  Inclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  just  received.  The  bearer  of  the 
letter  gives  additional  information,  which,  with  the  letter,  leaves 
scarcely  a  doubt  but  that  an  emigrant  train  has  been  attacked,  and  a 
portion  or  all  murdered  by  Indians  supposed  to  be  from  the  State  of 
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Oregon.  It  is  said  the  murder  was  committed  near  the  Groose  Creek 
mountains.  A  small  military  force  should  be  sent  north.  I  will  go 
north  to-morrow. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  FORNEY, 
SuperifUenderU  Indian  Affairs  for  Utah, 

His  Excellency  A.  Cumminq, 

Oovemor  of  Utah. 


13  c. 

Brigham  City,  Box  Eldbr  County,  U.  T. 

August  1,  1859. 

Dear  8ir  :  Agreeable  to  your  request,  that  I  should  inform  you 
whenever  any  movements  of  the  Indians  took  place  of  any  importance 
in  this  part  of  your  superintendency,  I  wish  to  say  to  you  that  some 
Indians  came  in  yesterday  from  the  north,  with  reports  that  some 
whites  had  been  murdered  some  two  hundred  miles  north  of  this,  on 
the  California  road.  The  reports  were  so  vague  and  contradictory 
that  at  first  I  did  not  consider  it  worthy  of  credence.  But  having 
afterwards  learned  that  some  Indians  hsul  in  their  possession  some 
horses,  mules,  oxen,  and  other  property  unusual  for  them  to  traffic  in, 
trying  to  trade  the  same  to  citizens  in  the  suburbs  of  this  city,  I 
thougnt  best  to  institute  an  inquiry  in  reference  to  the  matter.  I  fear 
the  report  is  too  true,  though  t  nere  is  much  contradiction  in  regard  to 
the  circumstances  and  extent  of  the  murder. 

One  report  is,  that  two  Indians  entered  a  camp  of  emigrants  to  do 
some  trading,  and  were  killed  by  said  emigrants.  The  Indians  then 
gathered  their  forces,  and  revenged  their  death  by  killing  five  men 
and  two  children  belonging  to  said  camp.  Other  reports  make  the 
number  of  the  whites  killed  more,  and  state  other  causes  for  the 
massacre. 

I  send  this  by  Mr.  Nichols  Bishop,  of  this  settlement,  who  will  give 
you  further  particulars.  I  send  by  him  a  daguerreotype,  which  has 
been  obtained  from  the  Indians  by  one  of  our  citizens,  and  given  to  me 
to  send  down  to  you.  It  is  stated  by  the  Indians  to  belong  to  some 
of  the  murdered  party. 

Yours,  with  much  respect,  &c., 

SAMUEL  SMITH. 

Dr.  FORNBY, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs. 


13  d. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Utah, 
Camp  Floydy  U.  Tl,  August  5,  1859. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  requesting  that  a  detachment 
of  troops  may  be  sent  on  the  northern  California  route,  for  the  a^i^t^ 
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hension  of  Indians  said  to  have  murdered  a  party  of  emigrants,  and 
for  the  protection  of  travelers  on  that  route,  has  been  received,  and  I 
will,  in  consequence  of  the  information  contained  in  your  letter,  but 
not  in  compliance  with  your  requisition^  dispatch  a  force,  as  I  would 
do  should  tne  like  information  come  from  any  source  entitled  to  credit, 
to  arrest  those  who  may  be  found  on  inquiry  to  have  been  engaged  in 
.  the  murder,  and  to  punish  any  others  who  may  attempt  to  rob  or 
murder  on  the  route. 

In  view  of  the  very  specific  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  recent 
date,  limiting  my  authority  to  comply  with  your  requisitions  for  the 
aid  of  the  United  States  troops  to  cases  which  in  a  single  contingency 
may  occur,  I  feel  it  a  duty  to  refuse  a  compliance  with  your  requisi- 
tions for  troops  in  any  other  case  whatever  than  those  specified. 

Should  any  extraordinary  exigency  occur,  such  as  is  contemplated 
by  the  law  approved  3d  March,  1807,  for  the  use  of  the  military  force, 
the  mode  is  there  pointed  out  by  which  the  aid  of  such  force  can  be 
obtained,  which  of  course  is  well  known  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  an  extract  from  my  orders  mentioned 
above. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON, 
Col.  Second  Cavalry ^  and  Brevet  Brig.  Gen.j  U.  8.  A. 

His  Excellency  A.  Oumming, 

Governor  of  Utah. 


13  c. 

[Extract.] 

Hbadquartters  Department  of  Utah, 
Camp  Floyd^  U.  T.,  Augwit  5,  1859. 

Special  Orders  No.  65.] 

1.  A  company  of  dragoons  will  march  from  Oamp  Floyd  on  the 
8th  instant,  for  the  northern  road  to  Oalifornia,  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  protection  to  emigration  thereon,  and  attending  to  other  duties, 
which  will  be  assigned  it  in  special  instructions  from  the  commanding 
general. 

A  subaltern  from  one  of  the  infantry  regiments  will  be  assigned  to 
the  command,  also  a  medical  officer. 

The  company  will  be  rationed  for  forty  days,  and  will  take  charge- 
of  fifteen  days'  provisions  for  the  troops  of  the  Humboldt  expedition 
under  Major  Lynde,  seventh  infantry ;  two  sevenths  of  the  meat  ration 
will  be  bacon. 

The  necessary  transportation  and  supplies  will  be  provided  from  the 
depot. 

By  order  of  Brevet  Brigadier  General  A.  S.  Johnston: 

F.  J,  POKTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
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13/ 

Headquarissrs  Department  of  Utah, 

Camp  Floyd,  U.  T.,  August  6,  1859. 

Major:  The  commanding  general  directs  that  on  your  return  march 
you  occupy  some  point  or  points  near  the  crossing  of  Bear  river,  most 
suitable  tor  you  to  keep  the  road  under  observation,  and  at  the  same 
time  recruit  your  animals,  and  remain  in  that  vicinity  till  you  have 
only  sufficient  provisions  to  last  you  to  this  camp.  He  wishes  you 
from  those  points  to  send,  always  under  an  officer,  parties  to  patrol 
several  days  at  a  time  the  country  most  occupied,  or  likely  to  be  occu- 
pied, by  Indians.  To  enable  you  to  perform  this  duty  the  amount  of 
grain  ordered  to  be  collected  at  Bear  river,  of  which  I  notified  you  in 
my  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  has  been  increased,  and  fifteen  days'  pro- 
visions sent  to  you  under  charge  of  Lieutenant  Ryan.  I  inclose  a 
letter  reporting  a  rumored  massacre  by  Indians  of  an  emigrant  party 
on  the  California  road,  the  circumstances  of  which  you  will  inquire 
into,  and,  if  the  report  be  true,  make  every  effi)rt  to  arrest  or  punish 
the  murderers. 

In  selecting  camp  ground  on  your  return  to  this  post,  the  command- 
ing general  wishes  you  to  avoid,  if  possible,  in  every  case  camping  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  any  of  the  settlements,  and  to  prevent  mem- 
bers of  the  command  lingering  in  or  frequenting  them. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General^ 

Major  Isaac  Ltnde, 

Seventh  Infantry ,  Commanding  Humboldt  Eocpedition. 


13(7. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Utah, 

Camp  Floydj  U.  T.,  August  6,  1859, 

Sir:  I  am  desired  by  the  commanding  general  to  furnish  you  the 
accompanying  letter,  reporting  a  rumor  of  Indians  on  the  northern 
road  to  California  having  murdered  a  party  of  emigrants,  and  to  in- 
struct yon  in  his  name  as  follows : 

You  will  proceed,  as  rapidly  as  the  condition  of  your  animals  and 
regard  for  their  future  efficient  service  will  permit,  to  Bear  river, 
where  you  will  inquire  into  the  truth  of  this  reported  massacre,  and 
the  circumstances  attending  it,  and  arrest  all  you  may  find  to  have 
been  engaged  in  the  murder. 

Your  command  and  Major  Lynde's  are  to  remain  on  the  California 
road ;  the  latter  near  the  crossing  of  Bear  river,  and  yours  west  of  it^ 
as  long  as  your  provisions  will  hold  out  and  permit  you  to  return  to 
this  camp  by  the  time  they  are  consumed.  You  will,  therefore,  after 
making  at  Bear  river  all  necessary  inquiries,  continue  to  the  reported 
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scene  of  the  massacre^  giving  protection  to  emigrants,  arresting  ma- 
rauders, and  recovering  and  restoring  stolen  property. 

It  is  desirable  to  avoid  bringing  on  unnecessarily  hostilities  with 
Indians ;  but  if  they  should  resist  your  demands  for  the  restoration  of 
property  or  the  delivery  of  depredators,  you  will  take  both  by  force ; 
and  if  met  by  any  hostile  demonstrations,  or  any  depredations  are 
committed  while  you  are  in  that  country,  and  it  be  possible  to  reach 
the  offenders,  or  those  engaged  in  committing  the  reported  massacre, 
you  will  inflict  upon  them  exemplary  and  decided  punishment. 

In  selecting  your  camping  places,  while  passing  through  the  settle- 
ments, going  and  returning,  the  commanding  general  wishes  you  to 
avoid,  if  possible,  in  every  case  halting  and  camping  in  the  vicinity  of 
any  of  the  towns,  and  to  prevent  members  of  your  command  lingering 
in  or  frequenting  them. 

You  are  desired  to  avail  yourself  of  all  proper  occasions  to  commu- 
nicate to  these  headquarters,  and  report  all  matters  of  interest. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Second  Lieutenant  E.  Gay, 

Second  Dragoons y  Commanding  Detachment. 


13  A. 

Box  Elder,  U.  T.,  August  15,  1859. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  having  arrived  yesterday 
within  six  miles  of  this  place,  I  went  into  camp,  and  two  hours  after- 
wards had  reliable  information  that  a  large  body  of  Indians  were 
encamped  somewhere  in  the  canon  leading  from  this  valley  to  Cache 
valley.  I  was  informed,  at  the  same  time,  that  within  five  or  six  days 
past  they  had  stolen  a  number  of  animals  from  this  and  the  adjoining 
settlements,  and  that  they  were  the  same  party  who  had  murdered  and 
robbed  an  emigrant  train  on  Sublett's  Cut-off. 

I  immediately  resolved  to  attack  them.  At  ten  o'clock,  p.  m. ,  I  broke 
up  camp  and  moved  quietly  to  this  village.  Here  I  left  my  wagons 
with  a  guard,  and  proceeded  with  a  command  of  forty-two  men,  taking 
with  me  four  pack-mules,  with  four  days'  rations,  in  order  to  be  pre- 

rired,  if  necessary,  to  pursue  them  in  the  mountains.  By  two,  a.  m., 
had  everything  prepared  for  the  march,  and  having  procured  a  guide 
who  professed  to  know  the  Indian  encampment,  entered  the  caiion. 
After  a  rapid  march  of  two  hours  the  encampment  was  indicated  by  a 
number  of  ponies  grazing,  and  in  a  moment  afterwards  by  the  Indians 
jumping  up  from  their  beds  under  the  bushes  and  running  up  the 
mountain  sides,  which  were  here  covered  with  undergrowth.  I  imme- 
diately formed  my  men  and  charged  upon  the  main  body  of  them.  In 
this  charge  several  of  the  enemy  were  Killed  and  wounded.  They  then 
scattered  and  took  position  behind  rocks,  &c.  Here  they  were  charged 
and  driven  up  precipices  beyond  the  reach  of  men  on  horses.  I  then 
dismounted  my  men  and  kept  up  a  fire  at  least  an  hour  and  a  half, 
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which  for  an  hour  was  hriskly  returned  by  the  enemy ;  but  he  gradually 
ceased  to  fire.  The  precipitous  nature  of  the  ground  rendering  it 
utterly  impossible  to  pursue  him,  I  drove  off  his  horses  and  returned 
to  this  place.  The  attack  commenced  just  before  the  dawn,  and  con- 
tinued until  after  sunrise. 

I  am  satisfied  that  the  encampment  was  selected  with  a  view  to 
defense ;  and  for  this  purpose  they  probably  could  not  have  found  a 
more  advantageous  place  in  the  whole  Wasatch  range  of  mountains. 

St  is  known  as  Devil's  Gate  canon.)  As  soon  as  the  Indians  were 
scovered,  my  Mormon  guide  "  slid"  quietly  from  his  horse,  and  was 
seen  no  more  until  my  return,  near  this  town,  I  overhauled  him.  He 
was  unable  to  give  any  satisfactory  reason  for  his  desertion.  I  have 
since  learned  that  he  came  into  town  during  the  action  and  reported 
**that  we  would  never  get  out  of  that  place."  The  horse  he  rode  was 
one  I  had  furnished  him,  and,  strange  to  say,  was  found  with  an  Indian 
on  his  back.  The  latter  was  shot,  and  the  horse  taken.  If  my  guide 
had  desired  to  lead  me  into  a  fatal  ambuscade,  he  could  not  have  taken 
me  to  a  spot  better  adapted  for  the  purpose. 

The  guide  and  many  others  estimated  the  Indian  force  at  from  150 
to  200  warriors;  the  number  killed  was  about  twenty,  as  near  as  we 
can  calculate.  I  had  no  men  killed,  but  four  severely,  though  proba- 
bly not  mortally,  and  two  slightly  wounded.  Nine  of  my  horses  were 
wounded.  The  number  of  horses  taken  was  twenty,  nearly  half  beinfic 
American  horses.  ^ 

It  is  a  source  of  great  satisfaction  to  me  to  know  that  one  of  the 
horses  captured  proved  to  be  one  which  the  Indians  had  taken  from 
the  train  on  Sublett's  Cut-off,  at  the  time  of  the  massacre  of  July. 
Probably  more  belonging  to  the  same  train  would  have  been  captured, 
had  not  the  Indian  animals  stampeded  during  the  action,  which  could 
not  be  prevented,  owing  to  the  small  guard  that  could  be  spared  from 
the  company  for  the  purpose  of  securing  property. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  Lieutenant  Byan  for  his  services  on  this  oc- 
casion, which  were  performed  with  a  masterly  intrepidity  and  coolness 
during  the  whole  action. 

Assistant  Surgeon  J.  Moore  receives  the  heartfelt  thanks  of  myself, 
as  well  as  the  soldiers  under  my  command,  for  his  immediate  and  kind 
attentions  to  the  wounded,  and  his  continual  personal  attendance  since. 

The  company  behaved  nobly  on  this  occasion.  I  have  the  honor  to 
refer  the  general  commanding  to  the  list  of  wounded  accompanying 
this  report. 

It  is  rumored  to-day  that  200  Bannack  Indians  arrived  in  Cache 
valley  yesterday.  These,  with  the  number  of  Indians  already  there, 
will  make  probably  about  500.  A  large  emigration  is  near  a  point  on 
Bear  river,  twenty  miles  from  this  (Cache)  valley.  I  shall  wait  here 
long  enough  to  care  for  my  wounded  and  recruit  my  horses,  when  I 
shall  proceed  to  Bear  river,  in  order  to  prevent  the  Indians  from  in- 
terfering with  emigration. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  GAY, 
Second  Lieut.,  Comp'y  O,  Second  Dragoons,  Com'g. 

Major  F.  J.  Porter, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Department  of  Utah^ 
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Box  Elder,  U.  T.,  August  13, 1859. 

Company  G,  Second  Dragoons. — List  of  men  wounded  in  action  ¥rith 
Indians,  in  Devil's  cailon,  near  Box  Elder,  Utah  Territory,  on  August 
13,1859: 

First  Sergeant  Thomas  J.  Dumin,  severely. 

Corporal  R.  F.  Cordua,  severely. 

Bugler  Henry  Wintertower,  severely. 

Private  Jacob  Eggersteat,  slightly. 

Private  Samuel  Smith,  severely. 

Private  Michael  Tiernay,  severely. 

E.  GAY, 
Second  Lieut,  Second  Dragoons^  Commanding  Company, 


13  t. 

Hbadquartebs  Department  op  Utah, 
Camp  Floydy  U.  T,,  August  14,  1859. 

Special  Orders,  No.  71.] 

1.  A  company  of  dragoons  will  be  despatched  from  Camp  Floyd  to 
the  vicinity  of  the  California  crossing  of  Bear  river,  where  it  will  unite 
with  the  command  under  Lieutenant  Gay,  second  dragoons,  and 
establish  a  depot  to  operate  from. 

Two  companies  of  infantry  will,  as  soon  as  practicable,  follow  the 
company  of  dragoons  to  the  same  point. 

Tnese  commands  will  be  rationed  for  twenty  days. 

These  companies  will  be  employed,  under  the  direction  of  the  senior 
o£Gicer  present,  in  protecting  emigration  and  punishing  depredators. 

2.  The  commander  of  the  Humboldt  expedition  will,  on  arrival  at 
the  depot,  or  vicinity,  take  command,  and,  with  his  present  command, 
continue  to  carry  out  the  objects  of  the  expedition  as  conveyed  in 
special  instructions. 

3.  Subsistence,  to  last  to  the  20th  October,  for  Major  Lynde's  present 
command,  Lieutenant  Gay's  company,  and  the  companies  mentioned 
in  this  order,  will  be  sent  to  the  depot  in  the  contractor's  trains. 

4.  The  appropriate  staff  departments  will  provide  the  necessary 
supplies  and  transportation. 

As  government  transportation  at  command  is  very  limited,  transpor- 
tation for  the  companies  will  be  restricted  to  absolute  wants.  The 
contractor's  train  will  carry  additional  articles  if  needed. 

5.  After  permitting  the  quartermaster's  animals  now  with  him  to 
recruit  for  a  few  days.  Major  Lynde  will  send  to  the  depot  all  transpor- 
tation not  required  to  bring  all  his  command  to  this  camp  at  the  time 
their  supplies  are  expended. 

By  order  of  Brevet  Brigadier  General  A.  S.  Johnston. 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General, 
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i3y. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Utah, 
Camp  Floyd,  U.  T.,  August  15,  1859. 

Sir:  In  addition  to  previous  instructions,  somewhat  modified  by 
Special  Orders  No.  71,  accompanying,  the  commanding  general  orders 
you  as  follows: 

1 .  That  while  in  the  Indian  country  the  troops  be  kept  well  in  hand, 
and  small  detachments  be  not  lightly  risked. 

2.  To  be  cautious  in  attacking  parties,  lest  they  should  prove  to  be 
unoffending  Indians;  but  to  punish,  if  they  merit  it,  to  the  full  extent 
of  your  power,  all  offenders  who  may  array  themselves  against  peace 
and  the  traveling  community. 

3.  If  the  Indians  sue  for  peace,  demand  the  surrender  of  the  parties 
engaged  in  late  marauding,  and  the  outrages  on  Bear  river  last  spring, 
and  the  restoration  of  all  property  in  their  possession  belonging  to 
others  than  themselves. 

4.  Insist  that  travelers  through  their  country  shall  not  be  molested, 
and  impress  upon  the  Indians  that  all  offenses  against  travelers  and 
the  settlements  will  be  punished  even  to  the  extermination  of  their  tribes 
if  necessary. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  POKTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
Ofhcer  CoBiMANDiNa  Bear  River  Expedition, 
Cache  Valley,  Utah  Territory. 


14.  General  Johnston  to  General  Scott. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Utah, 
Camp  Floyd,  U.  T.,  November  2, 1859. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  M^r  Lynde's  report  of  his 
march  from  this  post  to  near  the  sink  of  the  Humboldt  river,  whither 
he  had  been  ordered  to  escort  a  party  of  emigrants  from  this  Territory, 
and  to  give  protection  to  the  emigrants  generally  on  the  route.  It  also 
embraces  a  report  of  his  operations,  with  additional  force,  in  the  region 
between  Bear  and  Snake  rivers,  in  Washington  Territory. 

The  troops  under  his  command,  consisting  of  three  companies  of 
dragoons  and  three  of  infantry,  were  kept  actively  employed  during  a 
part  of  August^  September,  and  October^  in  scouting  on  the  emigrant 
route,  and,  I  do  not  doubt,  vigilantly  and  faithfully  exerted*  themselves 
to  punish  depredators. 

I  have  ascertained  that  three  parties  were  robbed,  and  ten  or  twelve 
of  their  members,  comprising  men,  women,  and  children,  murdered. 
One  of  these  parties  was  plundered  before,  and  two  subsequent  to  the 
arrival  of  the  troops.  The  perpetrators  of  the  robbery  of  the  first 
party  were  severely  chastised  by  a  detachment  of  dragoons,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant  Gay.   The  troops  failed  to  discover  the  robbers 
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of  the  last  two  parties  that  were  attacked.  They  are  supposed  to  be 
vagabonds  from  the  Shoshonee  or  Snake  and  Bannack  Indians,  whose 
chiefs  deny  any  complicity  with  these  predatory  bands. 

There  is  abundant  evidence  to  prove  that  these  robber  bands  are 
accompanied  by  white  men,  and  probably  instigated  and  led  by  them. 
On  that  account  I  am  inclined  to  believe  the  disclaimer  of  the  Indians 
referred  to,  of  having  any  knowledge  of  the  robberies  or  any  share  in 
the  plunder.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  these  bands  are  composed 
of  vicious  tools  in  the  hands  of  worse  white  men.  Notwithstanding 
the  number  of  persons  engaged  in  depredating  upon  the  emigrants  is 
insignificant,  yet,  from  the  facilities  afforded  in  an  open,  mountainous 
country  of  watching  the  movements  of  the  troops  employed  for  their 
protection,  frequent  opportunities  are  afforded  for  making  attacks  with^ 
out  risking  an  encounter  with  any  portion  of  the  troops,  and,  after 
having  perpetrated  a  robbery;  by  scattering  in  retreat,  BUccessMly 
elude  both  search  and  pursuit.  The  facility  for  committing  these  dep- 
redations lies  in  the  circumstances  mentioned,  and  in  the  straggling, 
unarmed,  and  helpless  condition  of  the  emigrants,  (if  provided  with 
arms  they  are  frequently  too  lazy  and  reckless  to  carry  them,)  which 
renders  them  an  easy  prey  to  a  contemptible  enemy.  There  are  some 
who  are  always  ready  for  an  emergency ;  but  these  form  the  exception. 
It  is,  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  impracticable  to  protect  travelers,  with 
their  flocks  and  herds  scattered  over  so  extensive  a  route,  by  moving 
columns,  and  it  indicates  the  necessity  of  having  fixed  points  on  tliese 
routes,  from  which  troops  may  act  during  the  season  of  travel.  I 
would,  therefore,  respectfully  suggest  a  method  by  which  protection 
can  be  assured  to  the  thousands  of  emigrants,  and  their  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  horses,  cattle,  and  sheep,  which  annually  make  the  great 
overland  journey  to  the  States  of  California  and  Oregon,  and  Wash- 
ington Territory. 

1  purpose  to  effect  this  object  by  estahlishing  temporarily,  that  is, 
during  the  summer  and  fall  months,  a  force  of  infantry  and  cavalry 
on  the  Port  Neuf,  (near  the  junction  of  the  Soda  springs  and  Lander's 
road,)  and  another  detachment  similarly  composed,  on  Goose  creek, 
near  the  Goose  Creek  mountains,  with  orders  to  scout  the  country 
bordering  the  emigrant  roads  south  of  Snake  river,  and  to  furnish  at 
Beaver  creek,  on  Lander's  road,  an  escort  every  five  days,  commencing 
the  25th  of  June,  for  parties  who  may  desire  protection.  This  escort 
will  be  taken  from  the  detachment  on  the  Port  Neuf,  and  relieved  at 
Raft  river  by  another  from  Goose  creek,  which  will  accompany  the 
emigrants  to  the  Humboldt,  beyond  which,  if  circumstances  require, 
they  can  be  conducted  to  a  point  of  safety. 

^  To  give  protection  to  the  emigration  which  may  branch  off  at  Raft 
river  for  Oregon,  I  design  only  to  patrol  as  far  as  the  Salmon  Falls  of 
Snake  river  the  road  to  Oregon,  as  it  will  be  impracticable  to  send  fre- 
quent escorts,  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  grass  and  water,  and  to 
relieve  the  settlers  in  the  northern  part  of  this  Territory  from  the  de- 
mands and  importunities  of  the  Indians,  who  rely  upon  them  to  supply 
their  wants  and  to  provide  a  market  for  their  spoils  taken  from  the 
emigrants.  I  shall  place  a  force  in  the  vicinity  of  the  crossing  of 
Bear  river.  I  purpose  also  to  employ  a  portion  of  the  garrison  at  Fort 
Bridger  on  the  emigrant  road  from  Green  river  to  Beaver  creek. 
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Should  any  party  of  emigrants  not  wish  to  encounter  the  delay  con- 
sequent upon  such  an  arrangement,  it  is  earnestly  recommended  that 
they  should  so  organize  themselves  for  protection — say  in  parties  of  at 
least  fifty  armed  men — as  to  he  secure  against  any  attack.  To  carry 
out  these  views,  the  cooperation  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  will 
he  required.  It  will  he  necessary  for  the  department  to  appoint  agents 
for  the  Shoshonee  and  Bannack  trihes  before  the  commencement  of  the 
emigrating  season.  (I  understand  they  have  no  agents  at  present.) 
These  agents  should  reside  with,  watch  over,  and  advise  their  respec- 
tive trihes,  and  be  instructed  to  warn  the  Indians  to  keep  away  from 
the  roads  or  their  vicinity;  and  that,  if  met  by  the  troops,  they  will  be 
attacked,  as  it  will  be  impossible  to  discriminate  between  the  friendly 
and  hostile  Indians  on  the  routes.  There  can  only  be  the  presumption 
of  guilt,  if  they  go  there.  It  will  not  be  possible  to  detect  the  oflfenders, 
if  those  tribes  are  allowed  to  resort  to  the  roads  during  the  season  of 
emigration.  This  restriction  is  absolutely  necessary,  to  avoid  involving 
the  government  in  a  general  war  with  the  mountain  tribes.  The  agents 
should  be  instructed  also  to  forbid  any  traders  from  going  on  or 
establishing  themselves  on  any  part  of  the  route  west  of  the  South 
Pass,  as  it  IS  wholly  through  Indian  country,  and  many  of  these  men 
are  supposed  to  be  instigators,  if  not  participants,  in  the  robberies 
perpetrated  on  the  route.  To  give  effect  to  this,  notice  should  be  pub- 
lished in  the  local  newspapers. 

The  department  of  Utah  ought  to  be  extended  to  include  the  portion 
of  Washington  Territory  south  of  the  forty-fourth  parallel  of  latitude, 
to  bring  those  tribes  under  the  control  of  the  commander  of  the  depart- 
ment of  Utah,  and  to  prevent,  under  existing  orders,  embarrassing 
complications. 

I  oeg  leave  also  to  suggest,  in  furtherance  of  the  execution  of  this 
plan,  that  the  commander  of  the  department  of  Oregon  should  be  in- 
structed to  place,  for  the  summer,  a  force  at  or  near  Fort  Boise,  to 
patrol,  as  far  as  practicable,  towards  Salmon  falls^  in  cooperation  with 
the  force  of  this  department,  for  the  protection  of  that  part  of  the 
emigration  which  will  diverge  towards  Oregon  from  the  main  route 
near  Fort  Hall. 

I  also  inclose  copies  of  letters  from  Mr.  F.  W.  Lander,  superintend- 
ent of  the  South  rass  wagon  road  expedition,  and  Dr.  J.  Forney, 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  for  tnis  Territory,  relating  to  the 
Indian  disturbances  of  the  past  summer. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON, 
CoUmd  Second  Cavalry  and  Bvt,  Brig.  6e».,  U.  S.  Army. 

Lieut.  Col.  LoRBNZO  Thomas,  Asst.  Adj.  Oen.y 

Headquarters  of  the  Army^  iVeu?  York  Cityy  N.  Y. 
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14  a. 

Camp  on  West  Branch  of  Baft  Biyer, 

15  mileafrom  City  Rock^  August  16,  1859. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  following  important 
information  regarding  a  transaction  of  which  you  have  already  proba- 
bly received  some  intelligenoe. 

An  Indian  lad,  named  No-e-no-kook,  in  English,  ^'  The  Boy  that 
Buns  Fast,''  about  fourteen  years  of  age,  belonging  to  Pocatara's  band 
of  Western  Snakes,  came  into  my  camp  to-day,  accompanied  by  two 
other  Indians  of  the  same  tribe,  and  informed  me  of  the  massacre  of 
a  small  party  of  emigrants,  about  twenty  miles  east  of  the  junction  of 
the  Fort  Hall  and  Hedspeth  roads,  on  the  west  branch  of  Baft  river. 

The  attacking  party  consisted  of  about  thirty  warriors,  of  the  Salt 
Lake  or  Southern  Snake  Indians,  under  the  direction  of  a  chief  named 
Jag-e-ah,  or,  in  English,  **  The  Man  who  Carries  the  Arrows."  This 
chief  was  the  leader  in  the  massacre.  Two  other  principal  men  were 
present— one  named  Sow-wich,  which,  translated,  means,  nearer  than 
anything  else,  "  The  Steam  from  a  Cow's  Belly;"  and  another,  called 
Ah-gutch,  or  ^*The  Salmon."  There  were  other  Indians  present, 
whose  names  are  Jah-win-poah,  or  *'  The  Water  Goes  in  the  Path  ;" 
Jag-en-up,  or  *'The  Mist  after  the  Bain;"  and  Wah-me-tuh-mah, 
which  hardly  bears  translation. 

Four  white  men  were  killed,  one  man  and  one  woman  wounded. 
After  the  massacre,  the  Indian  party  divided,  a  portion  crossing  the 
mountain  towards  the  Humboldt,  but  the  larger  number  and  the  two 
chiefs  going  back  with  the  stolen  property  towards  Salt  Lake  City. 
They  are  now  said  to  be  either  at  Bush  valley,  a  favorite  haunt  of 
theirs,  in  the  Mormon  settlements,  or  nearer  the  city.  The  boy  brought 
to  camp  a  blanket  taken  from  the  emigrants  during  the  massacre,  and 
which  was  given  him  by  one  of  the  murderers.  He  is  much  frightened, 
having  been  present  during  my  treaty  last  season  with  Pocatara's 
band.  His  idea  was  to  come  in  and  give  up  the  blanket  and  all  he 
knew  of  the  matter.  He  assures  me  that  none  of  Pocatara's  band  were 
engaged  in  the  affair,  which  I  have  little  reason  to  doubt,  as  they  have 
several  times  passed  small  parties  of  unarmed  men,  having  valuable 
mules  and  horses  in  their  possession,  through  their  country  since  the 
treaty  of  last  year. 

I  find  it  impossible  to  induce  the  boy  to  accompany  the  bearer, 
Thomas  Lavitto,  my  interpreter,  to  the  city.  He  is  more  afraid  of  the 
Indians  than  the  white  men.     I  do  not  like  to  use  force,  as  it  might 

firevent  another  disclosure  of  crime  by  destroying  the  trust  of  the 
ndians  of  this  vicinity  in  the  propriety  of  making  such  facts  known. 
I  send,  therefore,  the  blanket  and  the  uncle  of  the  boy,  who  is  in  pos- 
session of  the  facts,  and  can  point  out  the  Indians  designated.  Mr. 
Lavitto  is  also  perfectly  conversant  with  all  the  facts  in  this  case  as 
related  by  the  boy. 

The  boy  met  some  of  the  murderers  near  Bush  valley  on  their  re- 
turn from  the  fight,  and  they  then  told  him  they  had  stolen  thirty 
cattle  and  a  number  of  mules.     Three  lodges  of  this  same  tribe,  or 
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Pay-e-ah's  band  of  Mormon  Snakes,  have  been  on  the  new  road  via 
Salt  Biver  valley  the  present  season  on  their  way  to  Buffalo  with  the 
party  of  Ti-wan-doah  or  "Old  Snag."  They  stole  five  horses  from 
emigrants,  two  of  which  were  recovered.  '*Snag"  can  point  out  the 
Indians  who  stole  these  horses,  and  should  be  made  to  do  so  on  their 
return  home. 

Jen-too  and  other  leading  Indians  of  the  Snake  and  Pannah  tribes 
desire  these  difficulties  ended,  and  will  give  all  the  aid  in  their  power 
to  accomplish  such  a  result.  This  can  hardly  take  place,  however,  until 
some  of  the  worst  of  the  Indians  are  punished.  The  Pannahs  are  now 
quiet.  I  have  met  about  forty  lodges.  The  Kamass  Prairie  and  Fort 
BoisS  Pannahs  have  refused  to  come  into  the  payment,  being  afraid  of 
the  troops,  but  have  sent  back  three  horses  stolen  from  the  whites. 

I  recommend  to  your  notice  Thomas  Lavitto,  who  has  accompanied 
me  amongst  the  Indians  when  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  obtain 
another  interpreter^  and  when  my  party  had  been  deserted  by  every 
other  mountaineer  from  apprehensions  of  Indian  troubles.  Lavitto 
rides  express  to  bring  the  intelligence  I  transmit,  and,  from  the  nature 
of  it,  will  encounter  much  risk,  not  only  now,  but  hereafter.  It  is  my 
opinion  that  these  marauding  bands  are  stimulated  by  inhabitants  of 
Utah  Territory  to  steal  cattle,  horses,  and  mules  for  their  (the  whites) 
benefit ;  all  my  observations  of  the  last  and  present  season  favor  this 
supporition,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  stolen  property  of  this  last 
massacre  will  be  found  in  such  hands  as  to  fully  justify  the  observation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  this  letter  may  be  laid  before  Gov- 
ernor Gumming,  and  General  Johnston,  of  the  Utah  army,  and  that  a 
copy  of  it  be  transmitted  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  LANDEB, 

Superintendent f  dtc. 

Mr.  FoRNBY,  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs j 

Salt  Lake  Gity^  Utah  Territory. 


14  6, 

Camp  on  Bear  Biver, 
Utah  Territory y  August  if,  1859. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  encamped  at  this  place  on 
the  evening  of  the  15th.  Soon  after  camping  I  ascertained  that  an 
Indian  was  at  the  ferry  inquiring  which  road  I  intended  to  take.  A 
soldier,  sent  to  the  ferry  to  procure  a  guide,  brought  the  Indian  into 
camp  after  dark.  After  considerable  talk  with  him  I  felt  certain  that 
the  Indians  (who  were  engaged  in  the  massacre  of  July)  were  encamped 
in  Malad  valley,  and  that  he  was  the  principal  chief  of  the  party. 
Instead  of  going  to  Cache  valley  as  I  had  intended,  I  sent,  on  the 
morning  of  the  16th,  a  non-commissioned  officer  and  eight  men  to  the 
hill  overlooking  the  valley  with  directions  to  examine  it  well  with  a 
glass. 
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The  party  returned  that  evening  and  reported  that  nothing  could 
be  seen  of  Indians  although  they  had  examined  as  directed  and  gone 
several  miles  further  into  the  valley.     Some  traders  passed  my  camp 
about  dark  and  stated  that  fifteen  lodges  of  Indians  were  encamped 
about  twenty  miles  from  this  place  on  a  creek  running  into  Malad 
river.     I  left  camp  with  forty  men  the  next  morning,  the  ITth,  at  one 
o'clock,  and  proceeded  to  the  position  indicated^  arriving  at  dawn  of 
day.     The  Indians  had  moved  from  that  position,  and  we  continued 
on  five  miles  further  up  the  valley,  when  rounding  a  spur  of  the 
mountain  we  discovered  the  Indians  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  us, 
to  our  right,  well  up  the  mountain  slope,  with  their  animals  all  packed 
and  on  the  move  through  a  gorge  or  cafion.     The  position  being 
inaccessible  to  horsemen,  I  thought  to  entice  them  down  into  better 
ground,  and  retired  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile. 

This  movement  brought  down  twenty-five  warriors  on  their  horses 
to  within  about  six  hundred  yards  of  us,  where  they  commenced  firing 
and  yelling.  I  continued  on,  leading  my  horses,  to  a  level  spot  about 
one  hundred  yards  further,  and  halted,  with  the  expectation  that  they 
might  be  drawn  further  on,  when  I  could  overtake  them  before  they 
could  get  into  the  mountains.  To  give  them  still  greater  confidence, 
I  had  the  horses  unbridled  and  grazed.  This  was  unavailing  how- 
ever, and  I  sent  forward  twenty  dismounted  men  as  skirmishers,  who 
drove  them  back  into  the  hills.  These  men  were  then  directed  to 
withdraw,  in  order  if  possible  to  get  them  within  range  of  our  arms. 
It  was  impossible,  however,  they  keeping  six  hundred  or  seven  hun- 
dred yards  from  us.  The  firing  on  both  sides  was  kept  up  about  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  without  any  damage  on  either  side,  with  the 
exception  of  an  Indian  and  Indian  horse  wounded  by  chance  shots. 
The  Indians  finally  withdrew  into  the  mountains,  and  having  no 
provisions,  I  considered  a  chase  to  be  useless.  I  grazed  my  animals 
on  an  old  wheat  field,  and  returned  to  this  camp,  arriving  at  one 
o'clock,  p.  m.,  to-day,  making  a  march  of  fifty  miles  in  twelve  hours. 
The  Indians  must  have  known  of  my  coming  a  long  time  before  my 
arrival,  which  can  only  be  attributed  to  their  friends  among  the  whites 
in  this  part  of  the  Territory. 

The  Indian  who  came  into  my  camp  proves  to  be  ^'Pocatillo."  I 
have  him  in  irons.  He  is  said  by  traders  and  others  to  be  about  the 
worst  Indian  in  this  country,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  he,  with  an  Indian 
called  ^^Sam  Pitch,"  were  leading  Indians  in  the  massacre.  As  soon 
as  my  horses  are  rested  (say  to-morrow  night)  I  shall  take  provisions 
with  pack  mules,  and  with  the  arrangements  I  have  made  hope  to  be 
successful  in  surprising  these  Indians. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  GAY, 
Second  Lieut,  Second  Dragoons,  Commanding, 

Major  F.  J.  Portbr, 

Assistant  Adjt.  Gen.  Department  of  Utah. 
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14  C. 

Headquarters  Bear  River  Expedition, 
Camp  near  the  Ford  of  Bear  BiveTj  August  20,  1859,. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  arrived  at  this  place  yester- 
day, and  assumed  command  of  the  Bear  river  expedition  to-day. 

The  horsies  and  mules  of  the  Humboldt  expedition  are  in  as  good 
condition  as  when  we  left  Camp  Floyd,  and  we  have  had  but  two  mules 
died  and  four  taken  by  deserters  since  we  left  Bear  river.  I  shall  send 
the  surplus  teams  to  Camp  Floyd  in  a  few  days. 

As  I  consider  the  protection  of  the  emigration  of  the  first  importance, 
I  shall  send  a  company  of  infantry  and  a  company  of  dragoons  to  the 
northern  roads  leading  near  Fort  Hall,  to  protect  those  roads  until  the 
emigration  is  mostly  past.  The  emigration  by  that  route  is  very  great, 
and  the  last  known  of  the  hostile  Indians  they  were  going  in  that 
direction.  I  shall  employ  the  remainder  of  the  force  under  my  com- 
mand in  scouting  in  this  vicinity. 

I  met  Mr.  Shepherd's  train  which  was  attacked  by  the  Indians,  and 
obtained  his  statement  of  this  affair.  They  were  attacked  in  Hedspeth's 
cut-off,  in  the  day  time,  while  in  a  ca&on,  and  were  fired  upon  from  the 
rocks  and  bushes  on  each  side  of  the  cafion  while  halted  to  attend  to 
a  sick  horse.  Four  men  were  immediately  killed  and  one  mortally 
wounded,  who  had  died  before  I  saw  them.  They  were  entirely  unpre- 
pared for  the  attack,  and  such  of  the  survivors  as.  could  get  off  fled  to 
a  train  in  the  rear.  One  woman  was  shamefully  abused  and  beaten 
and  her  leg  broken,  and  a  small  child  was  thrown  into  the  air  and 
suffered  to  mil  upon  the  ground,  by  which  its  leg  was  broken.  The 
woman  and  child  were  recovering  when  1  saw  them.  The  train  was 
robbed  of  about  thirty-five  horses  and  mules,  and  all  property  they 
could  carry  off,  two  gold  watches,  one  silver  watch,  and  about  one 
thousand  dollars  in  money.  The  report  in  circulation  that  two  Indians 
were  killed  by  the  emigrants  is  utterly  false. 

The  Indians  upon  the  Humboldt  river  and  on  the  roads  that  we  have 
traveled  appeared  perfectly  friendly.  The  mail  from  Great  Salt  Lake 
City  to  Box  Elder  and  Brigham  City  is  not  to  be  trusted,  as  many 
letters  sent  to  persons  of  this  command  by  that  mail  have  not  been 
received. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  LYNDE, 
Major  Seventh  Infantry, 

Major  F.  J.  Porter,  AaaH  Adjt.  Gen,, 

Headquarters  Dept,  of  Utah,  Camp  Fhydy  U.  T. 


Ud, 


Headquarters  Department  of  Utah, 
Camp  Floyd  J  U.  T.,  August  26,  1859. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  the  20th    instant,  with    the   accompanying   papers, 
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Inclosed  you  will  find  a  communication  from  Mr.   Lander,  giving 
important  information  regarding  some  of  the  Indians  connected  witli 
the  late  massacre  of  emigrants.     The  general  directs  that  the  most 
prompt  and  vigorous  measures  be  taken  to  apprehend  these  individuals 
and  punish  any  bands  that  are  known  to  have  been  in  any  way  con- 
nected with  the  late  hostilities.     As  the  emigration  will  prooably  cease 
in  about  two  weeks,  it  will  be  apparent  to  you  that  the  utmost  expedi- 
tion consistent  with  success  is  desirable.    Should  the  Indians  mentioned 
by  Mr.  Lander  be  apprehended  they  will  be  put  in  irons  and  held  by 
you   until  further   orders.     Lieutenant  Gay's  report  was    received 
yesterday. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LAWRENCE  WILLIAMS, 

Aid-de-Oamp. 

Major  Isaac  Ltnbb, 

Commanding  Bear  JRiver  Expedition. 


14  e. 

Headquartebs  Bear  Biver  Expedition, 
Camp  on  Bear  River y  J7.  T.,  August  26,  1859. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Captain  Neil,  fifth  in&ntry, 
with  his  command,  joined  me  yesterday. 

We  have  heard  nothing  of  the  hostile  Indians  since  we  came  here ; 
they  have  gone  to  the  mountains.  I  think  it  very  desirable  to  com- 
municate with  those  who  were  not  engaged  in  the  massacre,  as  I  think 
they  may  be  induced  to  deliver  up  tne  murderers ;  but  it  will  be  a 
difficult  matter  to  do,  as  they  are  very  much  afraid  of  the  military. 
Lieutenant  Gay  confined  ^^Pocatillo,"  a  chief  of  a  small  band,  and  he 
is  still  in  confinement  here,  but  I  am  satisfied  he  was  not  engaged  in 
the  murders.  I  think  I  shall  release  him  on  his  promise  to  bring  in 
some  of  the  old  men  of  the  nation  to  have  a  talk.  I  think  there  is 
great  danger  in  attacking  them  of  meeting  those  who  are  not  impli- 
cated in  the  murders.  At  present  the  feeling  of  hostility  against  the 
whites  is  confined  to  a  very  small  portion  of  the  tribes ;  but,  if  such  a 
mistake  should  occur,  it  would  bring  the  whole  Snake  nation,  if  not 
others,  upon  us. 

Captain  Wallen  came  here  last  night,  and  applied  for  transportation 
for  his  supplies  to  his  camp,  as  the  oxen  of  his  train  have  become  so 
foot-sore  that  they  can  go  no  further.  I  shall  supply  him  with  wagons, 
which  will  be  gone  from  this  camp  ten  or  twelve  days ;  when  they 
return  I  shall  send  them  to  Camp  Floyd.  I  send  some  nineteen  teams 
to  Camp  Floyd  to-day. 

Captain  McLaws,  seventh  infantry,  with  his  company,  and  company 
G,  second  dragoons,  left  this  camp  for  the  northern  California  roads 
on  the  22d  instant,  rationed  for  twenty  days. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  LYNDE, 
Major  Seventh  Infantry j  Commanding. 

Major  F.  J.  Porter,  Assistant  Adjutani  General^ 

Headquarters  Department  of  Utah^  Camp  Floydy  U.  T. 
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August  2T- 

The  Indians  attacked  a  train  on  '^  Hedspeth's  cut-off"  on  the  20tfr 
instant,  killing  one  man  and  wounding  three  others ;  one  of  the  wounded 
men,  with  a  leg  and  arm  broken,  is  near  here.  The  train  was  burned 
and  some  fifty  cattle  driven  off. 

I.L. 


14/. 

Headquarters  Bear  River  Expedition, 
Camp  on  Bear  Bivetj  U.  T.,  September  10,  1859. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  directed  the  remainder 
of  the  surplus  teams  to  be  sent  to  Camp  Floyd,  and  they  will  leave  this 
camp  to-morrow. 

Lieutenant  Livingston,  second  dragoons,  on  his  return  from  Captain 
Wallen's  camp,  found  on  Raft  river  a  party  of  emigrants,  consisting  of 
six  men,  two  women,  and  three  children,  whose  tram  heul  been  attacked 
by  Indians  about  twenty-five  miles  west  of  Fort  Hall,  on  Lander's  road. 
Lieutenant  Livingston  sent  a  small  party  back  to  the  place  where  the 
train  was  attacked,  and  found  five  men  ^^killed,"  and  that  one  woman 
and  two  children  were  missing.  These  persons  are  now  here,  and  are 
perfectly  destitute.  I  send  them  down  by  the  train,  and  recommend 
them  to  the  kindness  of  the  commanding  general  and  the  officers  at 
the  post. 

Every  effort  has  been  made  by  this  command  to  reach  these  Indians^ 
but  without  success.  Captain  McLaws  and  two  companies  were  within 
twenty-five  miles  of  the  place  of  this  attack,  and  at  the  same  time,  yet 
in  a  scout  of  twenty  days  he  did  not  see  an  Indian.  I  am  convinced 
that  there  are  no  Indians  in  this  vicinity,  and  I  have  determined  that 
I  will  leave  a  guard  here,  and  with  the  remainder  of  this  command 
proceed  to  Fort  Hall,  and  by  sending  out  a  number  of  parties  in  dif- 
ferent directions  at  the  same  time,  make  another  effort  to  reach  these 
rascals.  I  am  convinced  it  is  of  no  use  to  follow  them,  unless  a  number 
of  parties  act  in  concert;  they  keep  their  spies  on  the  mountains  and 
can  thus  avoid  the  troops.  I  shall  be  prepared  to  be  absent  from  thia 
camp  for  thirty  days  if  I  find  it  necessary. 

The  Indian  that  I  had  in  confinement  here  escaped  from  the  guard 
the  night  after  I  wrote  last.  I  have  not  been  able  to  communicate  with 
the  Indians  at  all.  He  told  my  interpreter  that  if  I  released  him  he 
would  not  come  back. 

1  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  LYNDE, 
Major  Seventh  Infantry. 

Major  F.  J.  Porter, 

Assistant  Adjutant  Oeneral^  U.  S.  -4.,  Camp  Floyd y  U.  T. 

Ex.  Doc.  42 3 
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Superintendent's  Office,  Utah, 
Great  Salt  Lake  City,  September  22,  1859. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  asking  for  certain  information 
in  relation  to  recent  depredations  by  Indians  on  the  northern  California 
road,  is  received. 

The  Indians  who  attacked  the  first  emigrant  party  on  Sublett's  cut- 
off, were  evidently  Bannack  and  Shoshonees,  the  former  belonging  to 
Oregon,  and  the  latter  to  the  three  bands  of  Shoshonees,  usually 
roaming  from  Willow  creek  and  Box  Elder  county  through  the  northern 
part  of  the  Territory.  I  was  informed  that  from  fifteen  to  twenty  of 
each  composed  said  party.  A  portion,  or  probably  all  the  Shoshonees, 
returned  to  Box  Elder  some  days  subsequent  to  the  depredation  with 
some  of  the  property  supposed  to  belong  to  said  emigrant  party,  such 
as  mules,  cattle,  watches,  bedquilts,  &c.  The  settlers  purchased  none 
of  the  property  from  the  Indians^  although  offered  at  very  low  prices. 
All  the  Indians  in  and  about  Box  Elder  left  a  day  or  two  previous  to 
my  arrival  there ;  they  went  noj th  through  Cache  valley.  I  received  the 
above  information  in  Box  Elder. 

A  few  days  since  two  persons  made  deposition  on  oath,  and  left  it 
with  me,  stating  that  they  belonged  to  a  train  which  was  attacked  by 
Indians  on  Sublett's  cut-off,  and  that  one  man  was  killed  and  one  badly 
wounded,  and  two  others  slightly ;  these  men  are  now  at  Camp  Floyd. 
I  am  not  in  possession  of  any  facts  of  depredations  on  ^^  Lander's  road." 
I  sent  for  *'  Little  Soldier,"  a  friendly  Indian,  and  really  among  if  not 
the  most  reliable  of  all  the  Shoshonee  chiefs,  immediately  after  my 
return  from  Ruby  valley.  *' Little  Soldier"  assures  me  that  all  the 
good  Indians,  comprising  the  band  in  the  northern  part  of  the  Terri- 
tory, have  really  left  there.  Some  have  gone  to  chief  Washakee's 
camp,  and  some  to  other  parts^  in  pursuance  of  my  advice.  He  also 
assures  me  that  the  chiefs  of  those  northern  bands  have  discarded  all 
the  bad  Indians  who  assisted  in  the  depredations,  and  themselves  also 
left  the  country. 

''Little  Soldier"  further  says^  that  none  but  the  bad  Indians  are 
now  on  those  northern  roads. 

I  will  get  all  the  information  about  those  northern  Indians  that  it  is 
in  my  power  to  do,  and  will  communicate  to  you  any  facts  that  may 
aid  in  the  apprehension  of  those  bad  Indians. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  FORNEY, 
Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  U.  T. 

Major  F.  J.  Porter, 

Asst,  Adjt,  General,  Department  of  Utah,  Camp  Fhyd,  U.  T. 
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14  A. 

Camp  Floyd,  Utah  Territory, 

October  24,  1859. 

Sir:  Having  performed  the  duties  assigned  to  me  by  Special  Orders 
No.  142,  from  the  headquarters  of  this  post,  dated  May  30,  1859,  and 
instructions  from  the  headquarters  of  tnis  department,  dated  June  5, 
1859;  also  Special  Order  No.  71,  dated  August  14,  1859,  and  instruc- 
tions dated  August  15,  1859,  both  from  the  headquarters  of  this 
department,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

I  left  this  camp  on  the  12th  of  June,  1859,  with  D  company,  seventh 
infantry,  and  B  company,  second  dragoons,  with  rations  for  ninety 
days,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  emigration  on  the  northern  route 
to  California. 

Eight  wagons,  with  ox  teams,  left  the  vicinity  of  this  camp  under 
my  protection,  which  caused  my  progress  to  be  slow  at  first.     These 
emigrants  avowed  themselves  to  be  seceders  from  the  Mormon  faith, 
and  stated  that  they  had  reason  to  fear  molestation  from  the  Mor- 
mons, and  for  that  reason  they  sought  the  protection  of  the  troops. 
I  reached  Brigham  City,  the  extreme  northern  settlement  on  Great 
Salt  Lake,  on  the  18th  of  June.     The  distance  from  Camp  Floyd  to 
this  point  is  one  hundred  and  thirteen  miles.     That  part  of  the 
valley  of  Great  Salt  Lake,  north  of  Great  Salt  Lake  City,  is  much 
better  than  south  of  that  city,  the  crops  looking  much  better,  and 
vegetation  being  at  least  three  weeks  earlier  than  in  Cedar  valley. 
Being  informed  at  Brigham  City  that  Bear  river  was  so  high  that 
it  could  not  be  forded,  I  proceeded  to  the  ferry  on  Bear  river,  which 
is  about  ten  miles  below  the  usual  fording  place.     On  reaching  that 
point  I  found  the  river  very  high  and  difficult  to  cross,  on  account 
of  the  miry  nature  of  the  banks.    I  crossed  my  train  by  the  ferry-boat, 
but,  in  doing  so,  had  four  mules  drowned  by  the  breaking  of  the  ferry- 
boat.   To  this  point  I  found  very  little  grass  for  the  horses  and  mules, 
as  nearly  all  the  land  producing  grass  is  fenced  in  by  the  inhabit- 
ants.    From  this  point  to  the  City  of  Bocks,  a  distance  of  about  one 
hundred  miles,  the  road  passes  over  a  hilly  country,  with  plenty  of 
grass  and  good  water,  with  but  little  fuel  except  sage.     Here  the  great 
emigrant  roads  passing  north  of  Utah  join  the  northern  route  from 
Great  Salt  Lake  to  California.     We  have  met  a  few  small  parties 
traveling  from  California  to  the  States  east. 

At  about  twelve  miles  from  this  point  reached  the  foot  of  Goose 
Creek  mountains.  The  ascent  to  the  summit  of  the  mountain  on  the 
east  side  is  very  gradual,  but  the  descent  on  the  western  side  is  abrubt, 
and  the  hills  very  steep.  At  the  foot  of  these  mountains  on  the  west 
side  is  Goose  creek,  a  beautiful  stream  of  clear,  good  water,  with  a 
valley  about  half  a  mile  wide,  covered  with  a  fine  growth  of  grass. 

The  rofiwi  followed  the  creek  for  about  eighteen  miles,  when  it  leaves 
that  valley,  and  passing  through  Bock  Spring  valley  and  Thousand 
Spring  valley,  it  crosses  the  hes^waters  of  the  Humboldt  river,  passing 
over  an  abrupt  divide  at  the  heeul  of  Thousand  Spring  valley.  From. 
Goose  creek  to  the  headwaters  of  the  Humboldt  iiv^t^^^y^Vaxis^  ^1 
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about  eighty  miles,  the  grass  is  scarce,  yet,  by  driving  stock  from  one 
to  three  miles  from  the  road,  a  suflScient  quantity  can  be  obtained. 
Water  tolerably  good,  and  in  sufficient  quantities.     On  reaching  the 
head  of  Humboldt  river,  I  found  the  stream  was  so  high  that  I  could 
not  travel  by  the  usually  traveled  road,  which  passes  down  the  north 
side  of  the  stream  and  near  its  banks.     I  heul  to  take  the  road  on  the 
south  side,  which  runs  along  the  base  of  a  chain  of  mountains,  which 
I  found  very  rough  and  hilly ;  but  the  road  was  tolerably  good  as  far 
as  the  south  fork  of  the  Humboldt  river,  a  distance  of  about  seventy 
miles.     The  valley  of  the  Humboldt  river  to  this  point  is  from  twelve 
to  fifteen  miles  wide,  and  much  of  it  covered  with  excellent  grass ;  and 
the  sides  of  the  mountains,  for  considerable  distance  from  their  bases, 
are  covered  with  a  fine  growth  of  bunch  grass.     The  road  crosses  a 
great  number  of  small  streams  of  the  purest  water,  which  come  from 
the  snow-capped  mountains  and  which  run  into  the  Humboldt  river. 
At  this  point  the  mountains  close  in  upon  the  river,  and  the  road 
passes  over  a  mountainous  country,  and  does  not  again  touch  the  valley 
of  the  Humboldt  for  a  distance  of  about  fifty  miles,  near  Gravelly  Ford. 
This  distance  is  over  some  of  the  worst  hills  and  worst  road  I  ever  saw. 

Beached  Gravelly  Ford  on  the  12th  of  July.  At  this  point,  the 
road  by  which  the  mail  from  Great  Salt  Lake  City  to  California  is  car- 
ried, intersects  the  road  that  I  have  been  traveling,  and  here  I  found 
a  mail  station.  Here  the  musquitoes  and  flies  became  very  trouble- 
some to  the  men  and  animals,  and  the  water  very  much  impregnated 
with  alkali. 

Left  Gravelly  Ford  on  the  14th  of  July,  and  at  22^  miles  distance 
encamped  at  the  second  mail  station  on  the  river.  At  this  point  the 
medical  officer  of  the  expedition  reported  that  a  private  of  the  second 
dragoons  was  so  sick  that  it  would  endanger  his  life  to  move  him,  and 
that  it  was  very  uncertain  how  long  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to 
rest.  I  therefore  took  fifty  men  (twenty-five  from  each  company)  and 
three  officers,  leaving  the  remainder  of  the  command  under  Captain 
L.  McLaws,  seventh  infantry.  I  proceeded  down  the  river  a  distance 
of  ninety-six  miles.  The  greater  part  of  this  distance,  the  valley, 
which  does  not  average  more  than  three-fourths  of  a  mile  in  width, 
was  covered  with  water,  and  deep  sloughs,  running  parallel  to  the 
river,  render  it  impossible  to  reach  the  main  stream,  except  at  long 
intervals.  The  water  in  these  sloughs  was  so  much  impregnated  with 
alkali  as  to  render  it  dangerous  for  the  animals  to  drink  it,  and  the 
musquitoes  and  flies  worse  than  I  ever  saw  them  before.  The  persons 
at  the  mail  station  reported  that  no  Indians  were  in  the  valley,  and  I 
hfiwi  seen  none  since  leaving  Gravelly  Ford,  except  a  few  individuals 
employed  about  the  mail  stations.  Believing  that  it  was  useless 
for  me  to  proceed  further,  I  determined  to  return. 

The  distance  from  Camp  Floyd  to  this  point  is  584  miles.  From 
this  point  to  the  sink  of  the  Humboldt  is  aoout  eighty  miles,  as  near 
as  I  could  judge  from  the  best  information  I  could  obtain.  I  arrived 
at  this  point  on  thd  19th  of  July,  and  commenced  my  return  march 
the  next  day.  The  valley  of  the  Humboldt,  below  Gravelly  ford,  is 
narrow,  and  all  vegetation  is  confined  to  that  immediate  valley.  The 
hilh  and  mountains  are  perfectly  barren.     There  is  no  timber  in  the 
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whole  valley,  or  on  the  mountains  in  sight  of  the  valley  of  the  Hum- 
l^oldt.  Near  the  point  where  I  crossed  the  south  fork  there  is  some 
cedar  that  would  ao  for  fuel,  and  in  two  or  three  other  places  there  is 
s,  little  dwarf  cedar.  The  banks  of  the  stream  are  fringed  with  willow 
nearly  its  whole  length.  I  rejoined  Captain  McLaws  nine  miles  east 
of  Gravelly  Ford,  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  where  he  had  moved 
for  a  better  camp  on  the  26th  of  July,  and  on  the  29th  started  from 
that  point  to  return  by  the  north  side  of  the  river,  as  the  water  had 
fallen  sufficiently  to  enable  me  to  travel  on  that  side.  Sixty-five  miles 
above  Gravelly  Ford,  at  the  north  fork  of  Humboldt,  I  saw  fifteen  Sho- 
jghanee  Indians,  and  talked  with  them.  They  professed  to  be  friendly 
to  the  whites,  and  the  emigrants  on  the  road  were  not  troubled  by 
them.  All  the  Indians  in  this  part  of  the  country  are  miserably  poor, 
nearly  naked,  and  subsisting  on  s(j^uirrels  and  rats  that  they  dig  from 
the  ground,  they  beg  from  tne  emigrants  the  cattle  that  die  of  disease 
and  eat  them.  We  are  now  meeting  great  numbers  of  emigrants 
^oing  west,  and  many  of  them  are  very  destitute.  I  relieved  many  of 
them  by  issuing  provisions  to  them.  I  reached  the  head  of  the  Hum- 
l>oldt  on  the  3d  of  August,  and  found  that  the  distance  from  Gravelly 
Ford  to  this  point  was  much  less  by  the  north  side  than  by  the  south 
49ide,  and  the  road  excellent  all  the  way^  with  the  finest  grass  and 
plenty  of  willow  for  fuel,  and  the  water  very  good.  In  the  Thousand 
Spring  valley  I  met  Mr.  Shepherd's  train  of  emigrants,  who  had  been 
attacked  by  Indians,  or  men  painted  and  dressed  as  Indians,  on  Heds- 
peth's  cut-off,  and  three  men  killed,  and  one  man,  one  woman,  and 
•one  child  wounded ;  the  wounded  man  afterwards  died.  Their  wagons 
were  burned,  and  their  stock  and  other  property  carried  off.  These 
peaple  state  that  they  recognized  at  least  three  white  men,  painted 
and  dressed  as  Indians,  in  the  attacking  party,  and  that  those  white 
men  appeared  to  be  the  leeuling  men  of  the  party.  During  the  season 
•of  emigration  many  persons  located  themselves  along  the  different 
roads  with  a  few  goods  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  trading  with  the 
emigrants,  but,  in  fact,  I  believe,  for  the  purpose  of  inciting  the  In- 
dians to  plunder  the  trains,  and  assisting  them  in  these  outrages. 
They  are  then  enabled  to  purchase  for  a  trifle  the  Indian's  share  of 
the  spoil.     This  practice,  I  think,  should  be  stopped. 

On  the  19th  of  August  I  reached  the  ford  of  Bear  river,  where  I 
found  orders  to  establish  a  depot  at  or  near  that  point,  from  which  to 
operate  against  the  Indians  for  the  protection  of  emigration.  Here  I 
found  Second  Lieutenant  £.  Gay,  second  dragoons,  in  command  of  G 
<;ompany,  second  dragoons.  On  the  same  day,  First  Lieutenant  G.  A. 
Gordon,  with  company  E,  second  dragoons,  joined,  at  the  ford  of  Bear 
river. 

On  the  20th  of  August  I  assumed  command  of  the  ^^  Bear  River 
expedition,"  and  attached  the  ^^  Humboldt  expedition"  to  that  expe- 
dition, and  established  the  depot  about  one  mile  from  the  ford  of  Bear 
river. 

On  the  2l8t  I  detached  two  companies,  (D,  seventh  infantry,  and  G, 
second  dragoons,)  under  the  command  of  Captain  L.  McLaws,  seventh 
infantry,  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Hall,  Oregon  Territory,  to  patrol 
the  different  emigrant  roads  in  that  direction.   After  Captain.  Mie.La.^% 
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left,  a  trader  came  to  my  camp  with  the  information  that  another 
train  had  heen  attacked  by  Indians,  and  one  man  killed  and  one  man 
wounded.  The  wounded  man  was  brought  to  my  camp,  with  one  lef 
and  one  arm  broken  by  gun-shots. 

On  the  25th  August,  Captain  T.  H.  Neill,  fifth  infantry,  with  com- 
pany C,  fifth  infantry,  and  company  B,  tenth  infantry,  joined  my 
command  at  the  depot  near  Bear  river.  From  this  time  scouts  were 
kept  constantly  moving  through  Cache  valley,  in  the  canons  in  the 
vicinity,  and  on  the  different  emigrant  roads,  and  the  country  thor- 
oughly examined  as  far  as  Bear  River  lake  east,  Fort  Hall  north,  and 
Raft  creek  west,  yet  no  traces  of  Indians  could  be  discovered. 

Another  train  was  attacked  on  Lander's  road,  about  eighteen  miles 
west  of  Fort  Hall,  and  four  men,  one  woman,  and  three  children 
killed,  and  this  when  two  companies  of  troops  were  within  twenty-five 
miles  of  them.  These  depredations  were  committed  by  a  small  band 
of  Snake  Indians,  that  are  known  as  the  Box  Elder  Indians,  who 
frequent  the  northern  Mormon  settlements  and  usually  winter  there. 
The  country  which  they  inhabit  is  so  broken  up  by  mountains  with 
narrow  valleys  between  them,  with  passes  leading  among  them  which 
no  white  man  in  the  country  knows  anything  of,  that  the  Indians  are 
enabled  to  eveule  the  troops  and  to  pounce  upon  any  train  on  the  road 
which  is  imprudent  enough  to  travel  without  being  prepared  to  defend 
themselves.  Every  train  that  has  been  attacked  acknowledge  that 
they  were  perfectly  unprepared  for  defense.  The  Indians  watch  the 
trains  from  the  hills,  and  if  they  see  a  train  well  armed  and  watchful, 
they  do  not  molest  them.  I  have  seen  many  trains  on  the  road  during 
the  summer,  who  had  plenty  of  arms ;  but  they  carried  them  in  their 
wagons,  and  in  many  cases  without  being  loaded.  They  would  laugh 
at  me  when  I  told  them  of  the  necessity  of  always  having  their  arms 
ready  for  instant  use.  The  emigration  has  been  extremely  numerous 
during  the  past  summer.  I  have  met  as  many  as  300  wagons  per 
day,  which  would  average  four  persons  to  a  wagon,  and  with  at  least 
7,000  head  of  stock.  I  could  form  no  accurate  estimate  of  the  whole 
number. 

The  only  effectual  means  of  protection  for  the  emigration  that  I  can 
suggest  is,  to  establish  two  camps  during  the  season  of  emigration 
and  furnish  escorts  of  one  company  or  more,  say  twice  a  month.  By 
establishing  a  camp  of  four  companies  at  Goose  creek,  and  one  of  four 
companies  near  Fort  Hall,  both  of  which  points  have  the  facilities  of 
good  fuel,  water,  and  grass  for  such  camps,  an  escort  could  be  sent 
iTom  the  camp  near  Fort  Hall,  of  one  company,  to  leave  the  vicinity 
of  the  South  Pass  on  the  Ist  and  15th  of  each  month,  to  be  met  by  a 
similar  escort  from  the  camp  on  Goose  creek,  near  Raft  creek,  and  to 
escort  the  trains  to  the  Humboldt  river.  The  Indians  will  not  attack 
a  train  so  escorted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  LYNDE, 
Major  Seventh  Infantry. 

Major  F.  J.  Porter,  Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

Headquarters  Department  of  Utah^  Camp  Floyd,  J7.  T. 
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Department  op  the  Interior, 
Office  of  Indian  Affairs^  April  24,  1860*. 

Sib:  In  response  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  19th  ultimo^ 
calling  upon  the  President  to  ^*  furnish  all  the  correspondence  and 
£Etct8,  with  such  information  as  may  be  in  the  possession  of  any  branch 
or  department  of  the  government,  tending  to  exhibit  the  circumstances 
and  particulars  of  the  'Mountain  Meadow'  massacre  in  August,  1857, 
or  any  subsequent  massacre  in  Utah  Territory,"  &c.,  which  was 
referred  by  you  to  this  office,  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  send  up 
copies  of  all  papers  touchiug  said  matters  on  file  here^  and  copies  of  all 
letters  emanating  from  this  office  upon  the  subjects,  which  contain  all 
the  information  m  possession  of  this  branch  of  the  government. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  GREENWOOD, 

Commiasioneir. 
Hon.  J.  Thompson, 

Secretary  of  thejnterior. 


IAM  of  papers  from  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  j 
reUUing  to  the  ^^ Mountain  Meadow''  massa^cre  in  1857. 

1.  Letter  from  Acting  Commissioner  C.  E.  Mix,  bearing  date  of  20th 

February,  1858,  to  Hon.  W.  K.  Sebastian. 

2.  Letter  from  W.  C.  Mitchell  to  flon.  W.  K.  Sebastian,  dated 

December  31, 1857. 

3.  Letter  from  Acting  Commissioner  Charles  E.  Mix,  dated  March  4,. 

1858,  to  J.  Forney,  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  Utah 
Territory. 

4.  Letter  from  Acting  Commissioner  C.  E.  Mix,  dated  March  4, 1858,. 

to  Thomas  J.  Henley,  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  Cali- 
fornia. 

5.  Letter  from  J.  Forney,  superintendent,  &c.,  to  C.  E.  Mix,  Esq.,. 

dated  June  22,  1858,  Great  Salt  Lake  City. 

6.  Letter  from  Acting  Commissioner  C.  E.  Mix,  dated  June  8,  1858,. 

to  Hon.  W.  K.  Sebastian,  United  States  Senate. 

7.  Letter  from  Acting  Commissioner  C.  E.  Mix,  dated  August  3,. 

1858,  to  Hon.  W.  K.  Sebastian,  Arkansas. 

8.  Letter  from  W.  K.  Sebastian  to  Commissioner  C.  E.  Mix,  dated 

August  12,  1858. 

9.  Letter  from  Commissioner  C.  E.  Mix  to  Hon.  W.  K.  Sebastian, 

dated  September  1,  1858. 

10.  Letter  from  Hon.  W.  K.  Sebastian  to  Commissioner  C.  E.  Mix, 

dated  September  11,  1858. 

11.  Letter  from  Hon.  W.  K.  Sebastian  to  Commissioner  Denver, 

January  21,  1859. 
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12.  Letter  from  J.  Forney  to  Commissioner  Denver,  dated  January 

28,  1859. 

13.  Letter  from  J.  Forney  to  Commissioner  Denver,  dated  January 

28,  1859. 

14.  Letter  from  Hon.  W.  K.  Sebastian  to  Commissioner  Denver, 

February  23,  1859. 

15.  Letter  from  Commissioner  Denver  to  Hon.  W.  K.  Sebastian, 

February  24,  1859. 

16.  Letter  from  Commissioner  Denver  to  Jacob  Forney,  superintend- 

ent, &c.,  March  3,  1859. 

17.  Letter^  without  signature,  headed  Great  Salt  Lake  City,  dated 

March  4,  1859,  to  Commissioner  Denver. 

18.  Letter  from  J.  W.  Denver,  commissioner,  to  Michael  Delany, 

Esq.,  March  4,  1859. 

19.  Letter  from  J.  Forney  to  Commissioner  Denver,  dated  March  18, 

1859. 

20.  Letter  from  Wm.  H.  Russell  to  Acting  Commissioner  C.  E.  Mix, 

March  19,  1859. 

21.  Letter  from  Wm.  H.  Russell  to  Dr.  J.  Hobbs,  general  agent,  &c., 

March  19,  1859. 

22.  Letter  from  Acting  Commissioner  C.  Et  Mix  to  Michael  Delany, 

Esq.,  March  19,  1859. 

23.  Letter  from  Acting  Commissioner  C.  E.  Mix  to  Jacob  Forney, 

superintendent,  &c.,  March  31,  1859. 

24.  Letter  from  Acting  Commissioner  C.  E.  Mix  to  his  Excellency 
Governor  A.  Cumming,  March  31,  1859. 


mmg,  J] 
S.  Mix, 


25.  Letter  from  Charles  E.  Mix,  Esq.,  commissioner  ad  ifUerim,  to  J. 
Forney,  April  1,  1859. 

26.  Letter  from  J.  Forney  to  flommissioner  C.  E.  Mix,  May  4, 1859. 

27.  Letter  from  J.  Forney  to  Commissioner  C.  E.  Mix,  May  18, 1859. 

28.  Letter  from  J.  Forney  to  Commissioner  C.  E.  Mix,  May  30,1859. 

29.  Letter  from  Commissioner  A.  B.  Greenwood  to  J.  Forney,  June 

T,  1859. 
50.  Letter  from  J.  Forney  to  honorable  Commissioner  of  Lidian 

Affairs,  June  16,  1859. 
31.  Letter  from  J.   Forney  to  honorable   Commissioner  of  Indian 

Affairs,  June  24,  1859. 
52.  Two  letters  bearing  date  June  27, 1859— one  from  J.  Forney,  and 

one  from  Alexander  Wilson  to  honorable  Commissioner  of 

Indian  Affairs. 

33.  Letter  from  J.   Forney  to  honorable  Commissioner  of  Indian 

Affairs,  June  29,  1859. 

34.  Letter  from  Commissioner  A.  B.  Greenwood  to  J.  Forney,  July 

2,  1859. 
55.  Letter  from  Wm.  C.  Mitchell  to  Commissioner  A.  B.  Greenwood, 

July  5,  1859. 
.36.  Letter  from  J.  Forney  to  Commissioner  A.  B.  Greenwood,  July 

15,  1859,  and  a  schedule  of  articles  for  the  use  of  the  children 

on  journey  to  Leavenworth  attached.    Signed,  Robert  B.  Jarvis, 

Indian  agent. 
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37.  Letter  from  J.  Forney  to  Commissioner  A.  B.  Greenwood,  July 

22,  1859,  with  an  agreement  attached  signed  Ann  Eliza  Wor- 
lej,  and  one  signed  Hester  E.  Nash,  Sally  Squire,  and  Mrs.  E. 
Mure. 

38.  Letter  from  Commissioner  A.  B.  Greenwood  to  Wm.  C.  Mitchell, 

July  23,  1859. 

39.  Letter  from  Commissioner  A.  B.  Greenwood  to  Messrs.  Smoot, 

Russell  &  Co.,  July  23,  1859. 

40.  Letter  from  Commissioner  A.  B.  Greenwood  to  William  C.  Mit- 

chell, July  25,  1859. 

41.  Letter  from  Commissioner  A.  B.  Greenwood  to  A.  M.  Robinson, 

July  25,  1859. 

42.  Letter  from  J.  Forney  to  Commissioner  Greenwood,  July  25, 1859. 

43.  Letter  from  Commissioner  A.  B.  Greenwood  to  Major  D.  P. 

Whiting,  United  States  army,  July  27,  1859. 

44.  Letter  from  Commissioner  A.  B.  Greenwood  to  William  C.  Mit- 

chell, July  27,  1859. 

45.  Letter  from  J.  Forney  to  Commissioner  A.  B.  Greenwood,  July 

28,  1859. 

46.  Letter  from  J.  Forney  to  Commissioner  A.  B.  Greenwood,  August 

10,  1859. 

47.  Letter  from  J.  Forney  to  Commissioner  A.  B.  Greenwood,  August, 

1859. 

48.  Letter  from  Commissioner  A.  B.  Greenwood  to  William  C.  Mit- 

chell, August  15,  1859. 

49.  Letter  from  I).  R.  Eckels  to  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  accompany- 

ing the  testimony  of  James  Lynch,  dated  August  18,  1859. 

50.  Letter  from  Stewart  Van  Vliet  to  General  T.  S.  Jesup,  Quarter- 

master General,  August  25.     [Blank  year.] 

51.  Letter  from  William  C.  Mitchell  to  Commissioner  A.  B.  Green- 

wood, August  25.     [Blank  year  J 

52.  Letter  from  Commissioner  A.  B.  Greenwood  to  J.  Forney,  Sep- 

tember 1,  1859. 

53.  Letter  from  Commissioner  A.  B.  Greenwood  to  J.  Forney,  Sep- 

tember 7,  1859. 

54.  Letter  from  J.  Forney  to  Commissioner  A.  B.  Greenwood,  Sep- 

tember 22,  1859. 

55.  Extract  from  Superintendent  Forney's  annual  report.     [Blank 

date.] 

56.  Letter  from  W.  C.  Mitchell  to  Commissioner  Greenwood,  October 

4,  1859. 
57  Letter  from  William  C.  Mitchell,  October  4, 1859,  to  Commissioner 
Greenwood. 

58.  Letter  from  Acting  Commissioner  C.  E.  Mix  to  William  C.  Mit- 

chell, October  6,  1859. 

59.  Letter  from  J.  Forney  to  Commissioner  A.  B.  Greenwood,  No- 

vember 2,  1850. 

60.  Telegraph  from  J.  Forney  to  Commissioner  A.  B.  Greenwood, 

November  30,  1859. 

61.  Telegraph  from  J.   Forney  to  Commissioner  A.  B.  Greenwood, 

December  2,  1859. 
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62.  Letter  from  Garland  Hurt  to  J.  Forney,  superintendent,  &c., 

December  4,  1859. 

63.  Letter  of  Commissioner  A.  B.  Greenwood  to  William  C.  Mitchell, 

December  7,  1859. 

64.  Telegraph  from  Commissioner  A.  B.  Greenwood  to  Dr.  J.  Forney, 

December  10.     J^Blank  year.] 

65.  Letter  of  Commissioner  A.  B.  Greenwood  to  William  C.  Mitchell, 

December  12, 1859, 

66.  Letter  from  Commissioner  A.  B.  Greenwood  to  Major  John  Henry, 

December  13,  1859. 


Department  op  the  Interior, 
Office  Indian  Affairs^  February  20,  1858. 

Sir  :  In  relation  to  the  subject-matter  of  a  letter  written  to  you  by 
William  C.  Mitchell,  Esq.,  I  have  to  state  that  instructions  will  be 
sent  to  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  of  California  to  dispatch 
a  special  messenger  to  San  Bernardino,  to  make  every  inquiry  and 
effort  to  get  the  children  and  maintain  them  until  the  proper  directions 
can  be  given  by  their  friends.  Similar  directions  will  be  sent  to  the 
superintendent  of  Utah. 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Mitchell  is  herewith  returned. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  E.  MIX, 
Acting  Commissioner. 
Hon.  William  K.  Sebastian, 

United  Staies  Senate, 


Dubuque,  Arkansas,  December  31, 1857. 

Sir  :  Two  of  my  sons  were  in  the  train  that  was  massacred,  on  their 
way  to  California,  three  hundred  miles  beyond  Salt  Lake  City,  by  the 
Indians  and  Mormons.  There  were  one  hundred  and  eighteen  unmer- 
cifully butchered ;  the  women  and  children  were  all  killed  with  the  ex- 
ception of  fifteen  infants — one  of sons,  Charles,  was  married  and 

had  one  son,  which  I  expect  was  saved,  and  at  this  time  is  at  San  Ber- 
nardino, I  believe  in  the  limits  of  California.  I  could  designate  my 
grandson  if  I  could  see  him.  I  expect  you  have  seen  an  account  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Mormons — Osborne  Hide,  a  Mormon,  took  the  children 
and  conveyed  them  to  San  Bernardino.  Now,  Sebastian,  if  government 
intends  to  have  the  matter  investigated,  confer  with  the  Senators  and 
Representatives  from  California.  From  all  accounts  the  President  has 
not  made  a  call  sufficient  to  subdue  them;  the  four  regiments  together 
with  what  regulars  can  be  spared  is  too  small  a  force  to  whip  the  Mor- 
mons and  Indians,  for  rest  assured  that  all  the  wild  tribes  will  fight 
for  Brigham  Young.     I  am  anxious  to  be  in  the  crowd — I  feel  that  I 
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must  have  satisfaction  for  the  inhuman  manner  in  which  they  have 
slain  my  children,  together  with  two  brothers-in-law  and  seventeen  of 

their  children.    I  see  from  the  California  paper,  which have  kindly 

sent  me,  that  there  have  been  a  great  many  meetings  asking  the  Presi- 
dent to  chastise  the  guilty.  The  whole  train  was  from  North  Arkansas. 
Please  write  me  upon  the  reception  of  this,  if  you  have  leisure,  and 
inform  me  if  government  will  use  its  exertions  to  obtain  the  several 
children.  As  you  are  chairman  of  Indian  Affairs,  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  of  writing  to  you.  Please  show  these  few  lines  to  all  of  our 
delegation. 

I  am,  your  friend,  respectfully, 

WM.  C.  MITCHELL. 
Hon.  Wm.  K.  Sebastian, 

Washington  Cityj  D.  C, 


Department  op  the  Interior, 
Office  Indian  Affairs^  March  4,  185S. 

Sir:  I  herewith  send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter,  referred  to  this  office  by 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  of  the 
Senate,  from  William  C.  Mitchell,  Esq.,  giving  an  account  of  the 
massacre  of  a  train  on  its  way  to  California,  and  three  hundred  miles 
beyond  Salt  Lake  City,  said  to  have  been  perpetrated  by  Indians  and 
Mormons.  Mr.  Mitchell  also  states  that  fifteen  infants  were  spared 
and  taken  to  San  Bernardino,  by  one  Osborn  Hide,  a  Mormon,  among 
which  number  he  hopes  his  grandson  may  be  found. 

I  have  written  to  the  superintendent  in  California  to  send  a  special 
messenger  to  San  Bernardino  to  make  the  necessary  inquiry  and  effort 
to  obtain  the  children,  and  have  also  to  direct  that  you  will  instruct 
the  several  agents  in  the  Territory  of  Utah  to  make  all  inquiry  which 
may  tend  to  discover  these  children,  who  may  be  in  the  possession  and 
keeping  of  some  of  the  Indians,  and,  if  they  can  be  discovered,  to  use 
every  effort  to  get  possession  of  them;  if  recovered,  they  must  be 
maintained  and  taken  care  of  until  they  can  be  turned  over  to  their 
friends. 

If  anything  is  heard  respecting  them,  you  will  at  once  make  report 
of  it  to  this  office. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  E.  MIX, 

Acting  Commissioner. 

Jacob  Forney,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs ^  U,  T, 

Care  of  the  commandant  of  Fort  Laramie.     To  be  forwarded. 
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Department  of  the  Interior, 
Office  Indian  Affairs,  March  4,  1858. 

Sir:  I  herewith  send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter,  referred  to  this  office  by 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  of  the 
Senate,  from  William  C.  Mitchell,  Esq.,  giving  an  account  of  the 
massacre  of  a  train  on  its  way  to  California,  and  three  hundred  miles 
beyond  Salt  Lake  City,  said  to  have  been  perpetrated  by  Indians  and 
Mormons.  Mr.  Mitchell  also  states  that  fifteen  infants  were  spared 
and  taken  to  San  Bernardino,  by  one  Osborn  Hide,  a  Mormon,  among 
which  number  he  supposes  his  grandson  may  be. 

I  have  therefore  to  direct  that  you  will  immediately  dispatch  a 
special  messenger  to  San  Bernardino,  one  in  whose  discretion,  integrity, 
and  firmness  you  can  place  confidence,  with  instructions  to  make  every 
inquiry  which  may  lead  to  the  discovery  of  the  children,  and  to  use 
every  effort  to  get  possession  of  them ;  and,  if  successful,  they  must  be 
maintained  and  well  taken  care  of  until  they  can  be  turned  over  to 
their  friends. 

You  will  make  compensation  to  the  person  employed,  and  defray  his 
expenses  out  of  any  money  in  your  hands,  having  an  eye  to  rigid 
economy,  and  make  a  report  to  this  office  whenever  you  may  be  apprised 
of  anything  touching  the  premises. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  E.  MIX, 

Acting  Commiaaumer. 

Thomas  J.  Henley,  Esq., 

Superintendent,  (tc, ,  San  Francisco,  California. 


Great  Salt  Lake  City, 

June  22,  1858. 

Dear  Sir:  Tour  letter  dated  March  4,  and  mailed  at  Fort  Laramie 
June  8,  was  received  yesterday,  with  a  letter  inclosed,  signed  D.  C. 
Mitchell. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  inform  you,  and  the  friends  of  the 
children  in  question  through  you,  that  I  learned  to-day  where  the 
children  are.  In  my  inquiries  about  the  children  I  met  a  gentleman 
who  lives  at  or  near  the  place  where  the  massacre  took  place.  This 
gentleman,  Mr.  Hamblin,  has  one  of  the  children,  and  informs  me  that 
all  the  children  (fifteen)  in  question  are  in  his  immediate  neighborhood, 
in  the  care  of  whites.  These  unfortunate  children  were  for  some  days 
among  Indians ;  with  considerable  effort  they  were  all  recovered,  bought 
and  otherwise,  from  Indians. 

I  stated  in  my  letter  of  last  Saturday  that  I  contemplated,  as  soon  as 
other  duties,  and  political  affairs  here,  would  permit,  to  visit  the  tribes 
in  the  southern  portion  of  this  Territory.  I  am  assured  that  all  these 
tribes  live  at  and  near  the  southern  road  to  California. 

Within  twenty  days  four  Germans,  inhabitants  of  this  Territory, 
going  south,  were  murdered  about  eighty  miles  from  here  by  Indians, 
it  is  supposed.     I  have  met  since  in  this  valley  persons  who  have 
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traveled  over  the  southern  route ;  they  all  inform  me  the  Indians  are 
troublesome.  I  am  importuned  by  many  to  visit  the  southern  Indians. 
They  are  quite  numerous,  it  is  said.  It  is  four  hundred  miles  or  more 
to  the  furtnest  Indian  settlement  on  this  route,  and  three  hundred  to 
^here  the  children  are.  I  will  bring  them  here  on  my  return.  I  can 
be  ready  to  start  on  this  southern  trip  in  four  weeks.  I  intend  to 
undertake  it  without  any  special  escort,  with  only  the  persons  necessary 
to  drive  the  several  teams  I  may  need,  with  a  guide  and  interpreter. 

I  will  locate  Agent  Craig,  for  the  present,  at  or  near  Fort  Bridger, 
with  directions  to  examine  the  several  small  valleys  and  streams 
running  into  Green  river,  with  a  prospective  view  of  locating  for  agri- 
cultural purposes  the  Snake  tribe,  under  chief  Wash- A-Kee.  Mr.  Craig 
has  not  relieved  Mr.  Armstrong  yet;  this  is  in  consequence  of  his 
obnoxionsness  to  these  people,  ne  fCraig)  being  afraid  to  visit  Mr. 
Armstrong  at  Prove  until  I  can  go  witn  him,  which  will  be  in  a  few  days. 

Agent  Hurt  has  not  arrived  Irom  Fort  Bridger,  and,  I  am  told,  will 
not  come  unless  with  the  army.  These  fears  are  imaginary ;  I  have 
never  been  treated  kinder  than  by  these  people.  Dr.  Hurt  informed 
me,  before  I  left  Fort  Bridger,  that  in  consequence  of  bad  health  he 
was  desirous  of  going  home  at  the  expiration  of  his  commission,  which 
is  in  August,  I  believe.  His  reappointment,  if  he  should  even  desire 
it,  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  for  the  interest  of  the  Indian  department 
here,  as  will  be  manifest,  after  a  full  investigation  of  the  condition  of 
affairs  of  the  Indian  farms. 

I  have  now  seen  all  the  Indian  officials  in  this  Territory ;  talked  more 
or  less  with  all ;  also  seen  considerable  of  the  Indians,  and  am  forced 
to  the  conclusion  that  Indian  affairs  in  this  Territory  are  in  such  a 
mixed  and  conflicting  condition,  that  the  future  policy  can  only  be 
determined  after  visiting  the  tribes  and  ascertainmg  their  condition 
and  locality,  and  a  further  investigation  of  what  is  pretended  to  be  the 
present  policy — if  it  is  possible  to  get  at  what  the  present  or  former  plan 
IS  pretended  to  be.  I  am  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  heretofore  every 
Indian  official  had  his  own  platform.  No  concert  of  action.  This 
mixed  and  entangled  state  of  affairs  in  Indian  matters  has  proved 
manifestly  detrimental  to  the  true  interest  of  the  government  and  the 
Indians.  Some  attention  has  been  given  to  a  few  tribes ;  these  I  have 
seen,  without  any  visible  improvement  in  any  respect. 

I  do  not  wish  to  advise  the  department  in  relation  to  the  appointment 
of  agents.  You  will,  I  sincerely  hope,  pardon  me,  for  giving  my 
honest  opinion.  I  said  to  you,  in  some  of  my  previous  letters,  that  I 
was  fully  determined  on  visiting  every  tribe,  if  at  all  in  my  power, 
before  next  January ;  this  I  could  have  accomplished  had  it  not  been 
for  the  disturbance  here.  After  ascertaining  the  locality,  condition, 
and  number,  and  character  of  the  country,  I  will  be  better  able  to  tell 
where  and  how  many  agents,  or  sub-agents,  will  be  required.  Where- 
ever  I  see  a  necessity  to  have  some  one  to  attend  to  one  or  more  tribes, 
permit  me  to  appoint  temporarily  some  good  person  living  in  the 
neighborhood  of  such  tribe. 

I  remain,  truly  and  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

J.  FORNEY, 
Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs. 

Chables  E.  Mix,  Esq. 
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Department  op  the  Interior, 
Office  Indian  Affairs^  June  8,  1858. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  6th  instant,  requesting  that  copies  of  the  papers  relating  to  certain 
surviving  children  of  the  party  massacred  during  the  past  summer,  by 
the  Indians  or  Mormons,  may  be  furnished  to  the  War  Department, 
and  to  say,  that  your  request  shall  be  complied  with. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  E.  MIX, 

Acting  Commisaioner, 
Hon.  W.  K.  Sebastian, 

United  States  Senate, 


DEPARTBfENT  OP  THE  INTERIOR, 

Office  Indian  Affairs,  August  3,  1868. 

Sir:  Referring  to  a  letter  from  you  of  the  20th  of  last  February,  in- 
closing one  from  W.  C.  Mitchell,  Esq.,  of  Dubuque,  Arkansas,  dated 
December  31,  1867,  in  relation  to  the  massacre  oi  the  greater  portion 
of  a  train  of  emigrants  on  their  way  from  Arkansas  to  California,  in 
which  he^tates  the  probability  of  the  safety  of  fifteen  of  the  children,  I 
have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  letter  has  been  received  at  this 
office  from  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  Utah  Territory,  giving 
information  of  the  whereabouts  of  the  survivors. 

For  the  better  information  of  yourself  and  Mr.  Mitchell,  I  herewith 
transmit  extracts  from  Superintendent  Forney's  letter  upon  the  subject. 
I  will  heartily  cooperate  with  you  in  carrying  out  any  suggestions 
made  by  you,  with  regard  to  the  future  disposition  of  these  children. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  E.  MIX, 

Commissioner. 
Hon.  W.  K.  Sebastian, 

Hdena,  Arkansas, 


Helena,  Arkansas,  August  12,  1858. 

Sir  :  Yours  of  3d  instant,  covering  extracts  from  letter  of  superin- 
tendent of  Indian  affairs  for  Utah,  of  date  June  22,  was  received  this 
day.  I  have  dispatched  them  to  Hon.  W.  C.  Mitchell,  Dubuque, 
Arkansas,  who  feels  a  lively  interest  in  these  children,  and  who  was 
grandfather  to  many  of  them.  I  have  requested  him  to  furnish  me, 
without  delay,  a  list  of  the  names  and  ages  of  the  children,  that  they 
may  be  identified  and  restored.  As  most,  if  not  all,  of  them  belong 
to  families  emigrating  from  Marion  and  adjoining  counties  in  Arkan- 
sas, I  suggest  that  they  be  delivered  at  Fort  Smith  or  Fort  Leaven- 
worth, points  convenient  to  their  friends  in  Arkansas,  and  to  which 
the  troops  returning  from  Utah  could  furnish  the  escort.     Let  me  ask 
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jou  to  lose  no  time  in  making  the  necessary  dispositions  for  this  pur- 
pose, in  order  to  its  accomplishment  before  the  approaching  winter 
shall  render  it  impracticable  during  the  present  year. 

Very  respectfoUy, 

W.  K.  SEBASTIAN. 
Charles  E.  Mix, 
Commissioner  Indian  Affairs,  Washington  City. 


Department  op  the  Interior, 
Office  Indian  Affairs,  September  1,  1858. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  12th  ultimo,  in  reference  to  the  children  rescued  from  the  massacre 
on  the  plains,  and  reported  by  Superinten4ent  Forney  to  be  in  Utah 
Territory. 

I  have  delayed  action  in  the  matter,  hoping  daily  to  receive  the  list 
of  names  referred  to  in  your  letter,  so  that  there  may  be  no  mistake  as 
to  the  identity  of  the  parties. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  E.  MIX, 

Commissioner. 
Hon.  W.  K.  Sebastian, 

Helena,  Arkansas. 


Helena,  Septernber  11,  1858. 

Sir  :  Yours  of  September  1,  respecting  the  list  of  the  children  lost 
and  recovered  from  the  Indians,  is  at  hand.  I  have  just  received  from 
Colonel  William  C.  Mitchell,  Dubuque,  Arkansas,  a  letter,  in  which 
he  says :  ''  My  little  grandson  is  three  months  old  this  month.  My 
two  brothers-in-law,  L.  D.  and  Jesse  Dunlap,  each  had  two  little 
daughters,  under  six  years  old.  George  Baker  (or  Boker)  had  two 
daughters,  under  six.  Mr.  Jones  had  one  or  two  ;  Alexander  Fancher 
had ." 

These  are  the  names  of  families  all  of  whom  were  from  the  vicinity 
or  adjoining  counties  to  that  (Marion)  in  which  Colonel  Mitchell 
resides,  and  have  relatives  living  there.  He  prefers,  as  a  matter  of 
convenience,  that  they  should  be  delivered  at  Fort  Smith,  (say  care  of 
Colonel  Rector,  superintendent.) 

Respectfully, 

W.  K.  SEBASTIAN. 

Hon.  C.  E.  Mix, 

Commissioner  Indian  Affairs. 
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United  States  Senate, 

January  21,  1859. 

Sib  :  I  herewith  return  you  the  original  correspondence  respecting 
the  children  of  the  emigrants  massacred  upon  the  plains,  lately  dis- 
covered by  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  for  Utah  Territory. 
Among  the  letters,  I  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  my  letter  of 
September  11,  1858,  on  file,  which  gives  all  the  information  which  I 
have  as  to  the  names  of  the  children.     I  suppose  the  information  is 
amply  sufl&cient  to  identify  the  children.     It  must  be  remembered  that 
all  that  train  was  from  Marion  county  and  adjoining  counties.     They 
can  be  brought  to  Fort  Smith,  in  Arkansas,  when  they  can  be  identified 
and  reclaimed, 

Kespectfiilly, 

W.  K.  SEBASTIAN. 
Hon.  J.  W.  Denver, 

Commisaioner  o/ Indian  Affairs. 


Executive  Office,  Utah, 
Great  Salt  Lake  City,  January  28, 1859. 

Sir  :  A  few  weeks  after  my  arrival  in  this  city  I  received  a  letter 
from  the  Hon.  C.  E.  Mix,  requesting  me  to  make  inquiry  about  and 
recover  certain  children,  which  belonged  to  the  Arkansas  emigrants, 
and  supposed  to  be  living  among  whites  and  Indians.  Ten  of  these 
children  I  recovered  within  a  month  after  the  reception  of  the  letter, 
and  seven  more  since ;  in  all,  seventeen.  This  is,  I  think,  all  that  were 
saved  from  the  terrible  massacre  at  or  near  Mountain  Meadows,  in  Sep- 
tember, 185T.  I  had  these  children  placed  in  the  care  of  a  respectable 
family  at  Santa  Clara,  300  miles  south  of  this,  and  am  paying  their 
board,  and  have  furnished  them  clothing.  Several  of  them  know 
their  family  names.     They  are  from  four  to  seven  years  old. 

You  will  learn,  in  another  letter  of  this  date,  of  my  purpose  to  start 
south  in  a  few  days.  It  is  my  intention,  on  my  return  from  visiting 
the  southern  Indians,  to  bring  the  said  children  to  this  city  or  neigh- 
borhood, and  confidently  depend  on  your  kindness  for  permission,  next 
April  or  May,  to  take  them  to  Washington,  or  wherever  directed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  FORNEY, 
Superintendent  Indian  Affairs. 

Hon.  James  Denver, 

Commissioner,  dec. 


Executive  Office,  Utah, 
Great  Salt  Lake  City,  January  28,  1859. 

Sir:  For  reasons  that  will  appear  in  the  progress  of  this  letter,  I 
respectfully  ask  for  leave  of  absence  from  the  Territory  for  several 
months,  after  the  first  of  next  April  or  May. 
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With  the  leave  of  absence  I  desire  permisaion  to  take  certain  children 
(of  which  I  speak  in  another  letter)  to  Washington  or  elsewhere,  in 
oompliance  with  directions  from  the  department. 

For  moral  and  social  considerations,  it  is,  in  mj  opinion,  important 
that  these  children  should  be  removed  to  their  friends  without  delay. 

Another  reason  for  desiring  to  go  east  this  spring  is,  that  within  the 
next  two  months  I  will  have  seen  the  tribes  not  alrea;dy  seen,  and 
would  then  be  pleased  to  have  an  interview  with  you. 

The  last  and  very  important  reason  for  desiring  leave  of  absence  for 
a  few  months  is,  that  in  September,  1857,  I  left  my  family  very  sud- 
denly, and  am,  of  course,  anxious  to  see  them.  I  also  left  some  im- 
portant private  business  in  an  unsettled  condition,  on  account  of  being 
obliged  to  leave  immediately  after  my  appointment. 

My  friend  Governor  Gumming  permits  me  to  say  to  you  that  my 
official  business  will  receive  his  special  attention  during  my  absence. 
Should  a  contingency  arise,  not  at  present  anticipated,  to  call  the 
governor  away,  1  would  of  course  not  leave. 

Should  I  be  so  fortunate  as  to  get  my  official  business  satisfactorily 
arranged,  so  as  to  justify  me  to  absent  myself  two  and  a  half  or  three 
months  without  detriment  to  the  public  service,  and  with  the  consent 
and  permission  of  the  department,  I  will  endeavor  to  leave  on  or  be- 
fore* the  first  of  May,  especially  as  the  Indians  are  less  troublesome 
in  summer  than  at  any  other  part  of  the  year. 

I  respectfully  request  your  early  attention  to  the  subject  of  this 
letter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  FORNEY, 
Superintendent  Indian  Affairs, 

Hon.  J.  W.  Denver, 

Commissioner  Indian  Affairs^  Washington^  D.  C. 


United  States  Senate, 

February  23, 1857. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  the  subject  of  the 
amount  of  money  necessary  to  defray  the  expense  of  bringing  home  the 
children  who  were  rescued  from  the  massacre  of  the  emigrant  .train 
from  Arkansas  in  the  fall  of  1857  by  the  Mormons  or  Indians,  and  re- 
quest that  you  make  an  estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  the  same  and 
transmit  it  to  me  at  your  earliest  convenience. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.K.SEBASTIAN, 
Chairman  Committee  Indian  Affairs. 

By    L.  B.  DUNN,  C7ferJk. 

Hon.  J.  W.  Denver, 

Commissioner  Indian  Affairs^  Washington  Citt/y  D.  C. 

Ex.  Doc.  42 4 
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DEPARTBfENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR, 

Office  Indian  Affairs^  February  24, 1859. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  23d  instant,  requesting  me  to  furnish  an  estimate  of  the  amount 
necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  children  (being  seventeen  in 
number,  from  the  last  information)  who  were  rescued  from  the  Indians 
after  the  massacre  of  the  emigrant  train  from  Arkansas  in  the  fall  of 
1867  to  their  homes  in  Arkansas. 

In  reply  I  have  to  state  that,  after  making  all  the  necessary  in- 
quiries in  relation  to  the  matter,  that  it  will  take  at  least  ten  thousand 
dollars  to  carry  out  effectually  vour  wishes  with  regard  to  the  children. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  DENVER, 

Commissumer. 
Hon.  W.  K.  Sebastian, 

United  States  Senate. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 
Office  Indian  Affairs^  March  3,  1859. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  of 
January,  stating  that  you  had  succeeded  in  recovering  the  children, 
who  survived,  to  the  number  of  seventeen,  the  massacre  of  the  emigrant 
train  from  Arkansas  in  185T,  whom  you  would  take  to  Salt  Lake,  and 
ask  permission  to  bring  them  on  in  April  or  May  next ;  to  which  I 
would  reply  that  arrangements  have  been  made  for  Mr.  Michael  Delany 
of  this  office  who  will  on  the  6th  of  this  month  proceed  by  the  way  of 
San  Francisco  and  Placerville  in  California  to  Salt  Lake,  to  take  charge 
of  the  children  and  convey  them  to  Fort  Smith  in  Arkansas,  to  be  de- 
livered there  by  Superintendent  Bector  to  their  friends  and  relatives. 

You  will  therefore  turn  the  children  over  to  Mr.  Delany  upon  his 
application  for  them,  and  render  him  such  aid  and  advice  in  facilitating 
his  mission  as  may  be  in  your  power. 

And  as  this  arrangement  will  obviate  the  necessity  of  your  coming 
on,  it  is  advisable  that  you  should  not  leave  the  Territory  as  you  have 
requested  permission  to  do. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  DENVER, 

Commiaaioner, 

Jacob  Forney,  Esq., 

Superintendent y  cfec,  Chreat  Salt  Lake  Citt/y  Utah  Territory. 


Superintendent's  Office,  Utah, 
Great  Salt  Lake  City^  March  4,  1859. 

Sir  :  In  my  application  several  weeks  ago,  for  permission  to  leave 
the  Territory  a  few  months,  I  stated  that  I  would  of  course  not  leave 
unless  his  excellency  Governor  Gumming  remained.     The  governor 
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informed  me  within  a  few  days,  that  he  would  not  leave  here  this  sea- 
son, and  authorizes  me  to  say  to  you,  that  he  will  cheerfully  direct  my 
official  husinesss  during  my  ahsence. 

I  consequently,  earnestly  renew  my  application  for  permission  to 
leave  the  Territory  for  several  months. 

I  expect  to  return  from  my  southern  trip  by  the  middle  of  April, 
with  the  seventeen  children,  and  am  anxious  to  leave  soon  after^  with 
them  for  Washington,  or  wherever  directed  by  the  department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs. 
Hon  J.  W.  Denver, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washington^  D.  C. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 
Office  Indian  Affairs,  March  4,  1869. 

8ir:  In  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  army,  the  sum  of 
$10,000  has  been  appropriated  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  recovery 
and  restoration  of  the  children  who  survived  the  massacre  of  an  emi- 
grant train  from  the  State  of  Arkansas,  in  the  year  185T  ;  and  under- 
standing from  Jacob  Forney,  superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs  in  the 
Territory  of  Utah,  that  he  has  succeeded  in  recovering  all  of  the 
children  who  survived,  to  the  number  of  seventeen,  whom  he  has  by 
this  time  taken  to  Salt  Lake  City  or  its  vicinity,  and  being  desirous 
that  these  unfortunate  little  beings  may  be  restored  to  their  relatives 
and  friends  at  the  earliest  period  possible,  I  have,  from  the  special 
confidence  which  I  repose  in  your  energy,  zeal,  activity,  and  humanity, 
selected  you  to  carry  these  views  into  effect,  and  you  are  hereby  de- 
tailed for  that  purpose. 

You  will,  thererore,  if  you  are  disposed  to  accept  the  trust,  make  all 
arrangements  to  start  upon  your  mission  at  once.  It  being,  I  may 
say,  almost  impracticable  to  reach  Salt  Lake  by  the  overland  route  in 
time  to  return  at  the  season  most  congenial  to  the  comfort  of  your 
little  charges,  you  will  proceed  hence  first  to  San  Francisco,  in  Cali- 
fornia ;  thence  by  Placerville,  in  that  State,  to  Salt  Lake.  Upon 
reaching  the  last-mentioned  point,  you  will  confer  with  Mr.  Forney, 
and  upon  showing  him  these  instructions,  he  will  give  you  such  ad- 
vice and  assistance  as  may  be  in  his  power,  inform  you  where  the 
children  are  stationed,  and  place  them  m  your  charge,  to  be  taken  to 
Fort  Smith,  in  Arkansas.  For  the  purpose  of  conveying  them  to  that 
point  across  the  plains,  you  are  authorized  and  empowered  to  purchase 
suitable  and  commodious  vehicles  and  teams,  and  to  hire  drivers.  In 
these  arrangements,  and  in  all  what  you  may  do  in  the  premises,  you 
will  have  an  eye  to  the  strictest  economy,  not  losing  sight,  however, 
of  the  wants  and  comforts  of  persons  of  such  very  tender  years,  as  some 
of  them  are  represented  to  be. 

Upon  reaching  Fort  Smith,  you  will  turn  them  over  to  the  care  of 
Elias  Kector,  superintendent  of  the  southern  superintendency,  who 
will  be  instruct^  to  adopt  measures  for  theix  TefetoT«Al\QiVi  \-o  ^Jwsa 


52  MASSACRE  AT  MOUNTAIN  MEADOWS* 

friends  ;  and  then  make  sale  of  the  vehicles  and  teams  upon  the  most 
advantageous  terms,  either  publicly  or  privately,  as  in  your  judgment 
may  seem  most  advisable. 

To  the  mode  of  transportation  mentioned  above,  I  do  not  mean 
strictly  to  confine  you  ;  for,  if  you  should  be  of  opinion,  upon  reaching 
the  city  of  Salt  Lake,  and  upon  investigation,  that  a  more  comfortable 
and  better  arrangement  than  the  one  suggested  can  be  made  with  the 
mail  contractors  or  other  parties  for  transportation,  it  is  left  to  your 
discretion  to  make  such  arrangement.  And  s,b  the  coaches  of  the  mail 
contractors  run  only  so  far  as  St.  Joseph,  you  will  have,  if  you  make 
an  arrangement  with  them,  to  proceed  thence  by  the  usual  mode  of 
public  travel  to  Fort  Smith,  which  may  be  cheaper  even  if  you  adopt 
any  other  means  of  transportation. 

In  all  the  expenditures  made  of  the  money  which  will  be  placed  in 
your  hands,  you  must  wherever  practicable  take  vouchers,  and  where 
not  practicable,  you  must  preserve  memoranda  of  the  items  to  be  cer- 
tified on  honor  that  they  were  actually  paid  and  necessary. 

You  will  be  allowed,  while  engaged  on  this  duty,  in  commutation 
of  your  personal  expenses  ten  cents  per  mile  for  travel,  and  five  dollars 
per  diem  when  stationary. 

As  the  duties  imposed  will  be  of  great  responsibility,  and  much  care 
and  attention  required,  more  in  fact  than  can  be  rendered  by  any  one 
individual,  you  are  authorized  to  select  one  other  person  in  whom  you 
may  have  confidence  and  reliance,  to  aid  and  assist  you,  whose  com^ 
pensation  is  not  to  exceed  the  rate  of  $1,400  per  annum,  and  to  defray 
whose  expenses  the  same  mileage,  and  per  diem  will  be  allowed  as  is 
given  to  yourself. 

As  an  advance,  a  requisition  has  been  issued  in  your  favor  for  $1,200, 
for  which  you  will  be  held  accountable  under  the  head  of  '^  Expenses 
for  ransoming  prisoners  from  Indian  tribes." 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  DENVER, 

Commiasioner. 

Michael  Dblanst,  Esq.,  Present. 


Provo  Crrr,  U.  T.,  March  18,  1859. 

Sir:  I  left  Salt  Lake  City  last  Sunday  to  visit  the  southern  Indians, 
and  to  bring  the  seventeen  children,  remaining  from  the  massacre  in 
September,  185T,  to  Salt  Lake  City,  or  adjacent  to  it. 

I  have  been  detained  here  to  give  evidence  before  the  grand  jury  of 
the  United  States  district  court,  in  relation  to  the  murder  of  several 
white  persons  last  June  and  October,  and  also  of  the  Mountain  Meadow 
a£fair,  all  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  court. 

I  am  in  possession  of  the  facts  of  the  murders  in  June  and  October, 
and  have,  within  twenty  days,  received  highly  important  and  reliable 
information  of  the  Mountain  Meadow  butchering  afiair .  With  the  facts 
in  my  possession  now,  I  may  succeed  in  recovering  some  of  the 
nroperty.  Facts  in  my  possession  warrant  me  in  estimating  that  there 
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was  distributed  a  few  days  after  the  massacre,  among  the  leading 
church  dignitaries,  $30,000  worth  of  property.  It  is  presumable  they 
also  had  some  money. 

I  will  make  such  inquiry  about  this  extraordinary  affair  as  con- 
tingent circumstances  will  admit.  I  know  that  the  Indians  are  bad 
enough ;  I  am  aware,  also,  that  it  is,  and  especially  has  been,  exceed- 
ingly convenient  to  implicate  the  Indians  in  all  such  cases. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  started  several  weeks  ago,  but  the 
unexpected  and  unusual  quantity  of  snow  during  February  made  an 
earlier  start  impracticable.  In  my  letter,  in  which  I  speak  of  the 
necessity  and  my  purpose  of  going  south,  I  alluded  to  the  Indians  in 
the  extreme  southern  part  of  the  Territory.  I  hinted  at  the  probability 
that  the  public  interest  may  require  a  small  military  force  somewhere 
in  the  southern  extremity  of  the  Territory  to  protect  travelers  and 
emigration. 

Very  few  days  after  writing  the  letter  above  alluded  to,  the  public 
interest  required  me  to  visit  a  band  of  the  Goo-sho-utes,  about  60  miles 
west,  and  some  of  the  Shoshonees,  over  100  miles  north. 

During  my  absence  from  Salt  Lake  City,  the  governor  received 
additional  information,  mainly  through  my  office,  oi  suspected  hostile 
designs  among  the  extreme  southern  Indians,  and  immediately  made 
a  requisition  tor  a  small  military  detachment  to  be  stationed  at  the 
most  eligible  points  for  the  safety  of  travelers,  &c. 

The  governor,  very  properly,  I  think,  made  public  the  fact  that  an 
efficient  military  force  would  be  sent  south,  and  that  I  would  visit  the 
southern  Indians  in  advance  of  the  military  command. 

I  am  anxious  to  proceed  on  my  journey  south  as  speedily  as  circum- 
stances will  permit.  The  roads  are  still  bad,  and  I  must  also  stop  a 
few  days  at  the  different  Indian  farms. 

I  will  leave  this  to-morrow  morning  for  the  Spanish  Fork  reservation. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  FORNEY, 
Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs^  TJ.  T, 

Hon.  J.  W.  Denver, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washington,  D.  C. 


March  19,  1859. 

Sir:  I  herewith  inclose  a  letter  to  our  general  agent.  Dr.  J.  Hobbs, 
(now  at  Camp  Floyd,  Utah,)  which  you  can  forward  and  use  as  you 
may  think  best. 

Respectfully, 

WM.  H.  RUSSELL. 
Mr.  Charles  E.  Mix, 

Acting  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 
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Washington,  March  19,  1859. 

Sir:  The  Indian  Department  Ir  commissioned  to  collect  and  return 
home  a  number  of  children  in  Utah,  whose  parents  were  massacred 
some  years  since  while  emigrating  West.  I  have  agreed  to  furnish  the 
department  two  wagons  and  covers,  twelve  joke  of  cattle,  yokes  and 
chains,  with  which  to  transport  them  to  the  States.  Ton  will  turn 
them  over  to  Superintendent  Forney,  or  such  person  as  the  department 
may  request,  taking  a  receipt  for  the  safe  delivery  of  the  property  at 
Leavenworth  in  like  condition  as  received.  Should  Mr.  Forney,  or 
other  person  authorized,  request  it,  you  will  place  the  two  teams  under 
conduct  of  some  one  of  our  returning  caravans,  and  explain  to  the 
conductor  that  with  us  it  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  that  all 
attention  and  care  be  paid  to  the  children,  and  those  who  may  be  in 
charge  of  them ;  if  ladies,  they  should  command  the  highest  respect. 
Tou  will  give  such  directions  that  if  anything  is  required  on  the  road 
to  the  States  it  will  be  furnished  at  our  stations,  or  by  our  outward- 
bound  trains,  if  the  same  can  be  spared  without  retarding  the  trains. 
We  esteem  this  an  act  of  humanity,  and  know  that  you  will  do  all  in 
your  power  to  forward  the  wishes  of  the  department. 

Very  respectfully, 

WILLIAM  H.  RUSSELL, 
Of  RUSSELL,  MAJORS  &  WADDELL. 

Dr.  J.  HofiBS, 

General  Agent,  Utah. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 
Office  Indian  Affairs,  March  19,  1859. 

Sir:  Since  your  departure  from  this  city  upon  the  business  connected 
with  the  restoration  of  the  children  who  were  made  captive  in  Utah 
when  the  emigrant  train  was  massacred  in  185T,  propositions  have 
been  made  to  the  department  for  their  transportation  from  Salt  Lake 
City  as  far  as  Fort  Leavenworth,  either  of  which,  in  its  opinion,  would 
be  more  economical,  and  more  conducive  to  the  health  and  comfort  of 
the  children,  than  as  proposed  in  the  programme  laid  out  in  your 
instructions  of  the  4th  instant ;  and  it  having  adopted  one  of  these 
propositions,  and  inasmuch  as  the  carrying  of  that  into  effect  would 
consume  more  time  than  was  anticipated  as  requisite  to  carry  out  the 
original  design,  and  as  your  services  for  so  great  a  length  of  time  could 
not  be  spared  from  your  duties  here,  I  am  instructed  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  to  direct  that  you  and  your  associate,  Mr.  Benjamin 
Smith,  will,  upon  the  reception  of  this,  immediately  return  to  your 
posts  in  this  office. 

The  department  will  make  arrangements  for  the  transportation  by 
water  of  the  children  from  Fort  Leavenworth  to  Fort  Smith. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  E.  MIX, 

Acting  Commissioner, 

Michael  Delany,  Esq., 

/San  Francisco,  California, 
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Department  of  the  Interior, 
Office  Indian  Affairs ^  March  31,  1859. 

Sib:  Beferring  to  the  letter  from  this  office  to  you  of  the  3d  instant, 
wherein  you  were  informed  that  Michael  Delanj,  Esq.,  had  been 
detailed  to  proceed  to  Salt  Lake,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  children 
who  survived  the  massacre  of  the  emigrant  train  in  185T,  to  Fort 
Smith,  in  Arkansas,  I  have  now  to  inform  you  that  a  change  has  been 
made  in  that  arrangement. 

You  will  perceive  from  the  inclosed  letter  from  William  H.  Russell, 
on  behalf  of  Russell,  Majors  &  Waddell,  to  Dr.  J.  Hobbs,  the  general 
asent  of  that  company,  that  he  has  agreed  to  furnish,  for  the  purpose 
01  transporting  these  children  from  ^It  Lake  to  Leavenworth,  free  of 
charge,  two  covered  wagons  and  twelve  yoke  of  cattle,  with  the  neces- 
sary gear,  to  be  placed  under  the  charge  of  one  of  the  conductors  of 
their  caravans,  who  is  directed  to  use  especial  care  and  diligence  in  the 
premises. 

I  have,  therefore,  to  direct  that  you  will  collect  the  children  at  the 
City  of  Salt  Lake,  as  early  as  possible,  for  the  purpose  indicated.  Tou 
will  provide  a  suitable  number  of  females,  not  exceeding  four,  if  such 
can  be  found,  desirous  of  returning  to  the  States,  whose  business  it  will 
be  to  give  these  little  ones  all  needful  supervision  and  attention  upon 
the  road.  You  will  also  provide  them  with  blankets,  and  such  otner 
material  comforts  as,  in  your  judgment,  will  be  requisite  for  the  entire 
party.  You  will  then,  showing  Dr.  Hobbs  Mr.  Russell's  letter,  turn 
them  over  to  his  charge,  to  be  placed  by  him  with  the  conductor  who 
may  be  selected.  All  arrangements  for  their  provisions,  at  least  such 
as  can  be  made  at  starting,  must  be  seen  to  by  you ;  you  will  perceive 
that  Mr.  Russell  has  directed  anything  to  be  supplied  on  the  journey 
that  may  be  needed,  either  at  the  stations  or  by  the  trains  that  may  be 
met. 

You  will  advise  this  office,  at  the  earliest  moment  possible,  when 
they  will  probably  leave  Salt  Lake,  and  at  what  time  it  may  be  expected 
that  they  will  reach  Leavenworth ;  then  Superintendent  Rector,  who 
resides  at  Fort  Smith,  will  be  directed  to  dispatch  an  agent  to  Leaven- 
worth to  meet  the  children,  and  convey  them  to  the  first-mentioned 
point,  where  the  superintendent  himself  will  receive  them  and  take 
steps  to  have  them  turned  over  to  their  friends  and  relatives. 

You  will  make  up  your  accounts  for  the  subsistence  of  the  children 
and  their  outfit,  and  transmit  them  here;  you  will  also  make  an 
agreement  with  the  females  who  may  accompany  them  for  compensation 
for  their  services,  which  should  be  definite  in  its  character,  and  made 
with  an  eye  to  the  smallness  of  the  appropriation ;  and  the  agreement 
must  be  forwarded  here,  that  they  may  be  paid  upon  their  arrival  in 
case  they  do  not  desire  to  return. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  E.  MIX, 

Acting  Commissioner. 

Jacob  Foknet,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs^  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 
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DBPARTBfENT  OP  THE  INTERIOR, 

O^e  Indian  Affairs,  March  31,  1859. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herein  a  communication  just  ad- 
dressed to  Superintendent  Forney,  in  regard  to  the  children  who 
survived  the  massacre  of  the  emigrant  train,  in  185T,  passing  from 
Arkansas  to  the  West.  I  also  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  directed  by 
William  H.  Russell,  Esq.,  to  Dr.  J.  Hobbs,  the  general  agent  of 
Bussell,  Majors  &  Waddell,  from  which  you  will  perceive  that  he  has 
agreed  to  furnish,  free  of  charge,  means  of  transportation  of  these  little 
ones  to  Leavenworth. 

My  object  in  writing  to  you  is  to  request  that,  should  Superintendent 
Forney  be  absent,  you  will  kindly  see  that  the  arrangements  detailed 
in  the  letter  to  him  may  be  carried  out ;  by  doing  which,  you  will 
place  the  department  under  great  obligations  to  you*. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  E.  MIX, 

Acting  Commissioner. 
His  Excellency  Governor  A.  Gumming, 

SaU  Lake  Citt/y  Utah. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 
Office  Indian  Affairs,  April  7,  1859. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  (without  sig- 
nature) of  the  4th  ultimo,  renewing  the  request  preferred  in  your  letter 
of  the  28th  of  January  for  permission  to  leave  your  superintendency 
for  the  purpose  of  visiting  your  family. 

As  the  reply  to  your  letter  may  not  reach  you,  I  will  briefly  refer  to 
its  contents,  as  well  as  to  the  contents  of  another  addressed  to  you 
subsequently:  In  the  reply  of  the  3d  of  March,  you  were  informed 
that  arrangements  had  been  made  for  Mr.  Michael  Delany  to  proceed 
by  the  way  of  San  Francisco  and  Placerville,  in  California,  to  Salt 
Lake,  to  take  charge  of  the  children  who  survived  the  massacre  of  the 
emigrant  train  in  185T,  and  convey  them  to  Fort  Smith,  in  Arkansas, 
to  be  turned  over  there  to  Superintendent  Rector,  who  would  deliver 
them  to  their  friends  and  relatives ;  and,  as  that  arrangement  would 
obviate  the  necessity  of  your  coming,  it  was  advisable  that  you  should 
not  leave  the  Territory.  And,  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  Slst  ultimo, 
you  were  informed  that  a  different  arrangement  had  been  made,  by 
which  Russell,  Majors  &  Waddell  agreed  to  furnish,  free  of  charge, 
two  covered  wagons  and  twelve  yoke  of  cattle,  with  the  necessary  gear, 
to  transport  the  children  from  Salt  Lake  to  Leavenworth,  and  which 
were  to  be  placed  under  the  charge  of  one  of  the  conductors  of  their 
caravans,  whence  they  were  to  be  taken  by  an  agent,  who  would  meet 
them  there,  to  Fort  Smith  by  water.  The  letter  of  Mr.  Russell,  on 
behalf  of  the  company,  to  his  agent  in  Utah,  Dr.  Hobbs,  was  inclosed 
to  you,  and  you  were  directed  to  place  the  children  in  his  charge,  first 
supplying  them  with  all  necessary  comforts  for  the  journey,  including 
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blankets,  provisions  that  might  be  required  at  starting,  <&c.;  the 
company  having  kindly  consented  to  furnish  any  supplies  that  might 
be  needed  at  the  stations  along  the  road,  or  when  meeting  their  trains 
going  out ;  and  were  also  required  to  engage  the  services  of  a  number 
of  women,  not  exceeding  four,  who  might  be  desirous  of  returning  to 
the  States,  to  attend  upon  the  little  ones  whilst  traveling ;  whom  you 
were  to  engage  at  specified  prices,  and  with  an  eye  to  the  smallness  of 
the  appropriation,  of  which  the  department  was  to  be  informed,  that 
their  wages  might  be  paid  here.  You  were  also  instructed  to  notify 
the  department  when  they  would  probably  leave  Salt  Lake,  and  when 
they  might  be  expected  to  reach  Leavenworth,  and  to  make  up  your 
accounts  for  the  subsistence  of  the  children  and  their  outfit,  and  trans- 
mit them  here. 

As  under  this  change  of  arrangements  also,  there  exists  no  necessity 
for  your  leaving  the  Territory,  the  leave  of  absence  desired  by  you 
cannot  be  granted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  E.  MIX, 

Commumaner  ad  interim. 

Jacob  Fornbv,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  8aU  Jjake  City,  Utah. 


Supkrintkndknt's  Office,  Utah, 

Great  Salt  Lake  City,  May  4,  1859. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  returned  from  a  very  laborious  and  difficult  trip 
through  the  southern  portions  of  this  Territory. 

I  have  succeeded  in  recovering  sixteen  children,  and  have  them  now 
in  my  possession.  It  is  said  these  are  all  that  remain  of  probably 
one  hundred  and  forty  men,  women,  and  children,  of  the  Mountain 
Meadow  massacre  in  September,  1857. 

In  December  last  there  was  a  small  boy  among  the  Nav^os,  near 
the  Colorado,  in  Mexico  Territory,  who,  it  is  supposed,  also  oelonged 
to  this  emigrant  train.  I  will  allude  to  this  boy  in  another  commu- 
nication. 

I  was  positively  assured  by  the  settlers  in  the  neighborhood  where  I 
got  the  cnildren,  that  I  have  all  that  were  saved.  I  have  good  reasons 
for  believing  that  none  of  these  children  have  lived  among  the  Indians 
at  all. 

These  children  average  from  about  3  to  94  years  old ;  are  intellectual 
and  good  looking;  not  one  mean-looking  child  among  them. 

I  have  collected  the  following  particulars  in  relation  to  these 
children : 

1st.  Calvin,  now  7  or  8  years  old ;  does  not  remember  his  name ; 
«ays  they  (his  family)  lived  at  Horse-Head,  Johnston  county,  Arkan- 
sas. This  boy  had  father,  mother,  and  five  brothers,  older  than  him- 
self, killed;  brothers'  names,  Henry,  James,  William,  and  Larkin, 
and  four  sisters,  Nancy,  Mary,  and  Martha;  his  father,  Joseph,  and 
his  mother,  Matilda. 
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2d  and  3d.  Ambrose  Miram  Taggit,  about  7  years  old,  and  William 
Taggit,  now  about  4^  years  old.  The  elder  boy  says  they  had  fiither, 
mother,  and  two  older  brothers  killed ;  he  says  they  lived  in  Johnston 
oonnty,  and  when  they  left  the  States  had  a  grandfather  and  grand- 
mother living. 

4th.  Prudence  Angeline,  6  years  old;  and, 

5th.  Annie;  had  father,  mother,  and  two  brothers,  named  James 
and  John ;  all  killed. 

6th.  A  girl,  about  4^  years  old;  says  her  name  is  Frances  Hawn, 
or  Kern. 

Tth.  A  boy,  now  three  years  old.  I  have  no  account  of  this  boy; 
those  with  whom  he  lived  called  him  William. 

8th.  Elisha  W.  Huff,  4  years  old;  and, 

9th.  Sophrania,  or  Mary  Huff,  about  6  years  old. 

10th.  Charles  Francher,  7  or  8  years  old;  and, 

11th.  Annie,  about  3 J  years  old;  had  sisters. 

12th.  Betsey,  about  6 years  old;  and, 

13th.  Jane,  about  4  years  old;  have  no  account  of  these. 

14th,  16th,  and  16th.     Rebecca,  LouisiEi,  and  Sarah  Dunlop. 

In  conversation  with  these  children,  I  learn  that  they  resided  in  the 
same  neighborhood ;  my  impression  is,  principally  in  Johnston  county, 
Arkansas. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  FORNEY, 
SuperintendetU  of  Indian  Affairs. 

Hon.  C.  E.  Mix, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 


Superintendent's  Office,  Utah, 

Greai  Salt  Lake  Oiiy,  May  18,  1859. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  March  31,  last,  in  relation  to  the  transporta- 
tion to  Fort  Smith  of  certain  children,  and  inclosing  a  letter  to  Dr. 
Hobbs,  was  received  by  last  mail.  Your  favor  of  Tth  ultimo,  recapitu- 
lating contents  of  letter  of  31st  March,  was  also  received  by  last  mail. 

Your  directions  in  relation  to  the  transportation  of  the  children  will 
receive  my  special  attention.  A  copy  of  Mr.  Russell's  letter  was 
transmitted  to  Dr.  Hobbs,  at  Camp  Floyd.  The  request  of  Mr.  Russell 
will  be  complied  with  by  his  agents. 

I  will  endeavor  to  have  the  children  ready  in  ten  days.  There  is  no 
diflSculty  in  getting  females  to  accompany  the  children. 

I  will  write  again  by  next  mail,  and  will  then  give  you  my  views  of 
the  causes,  and  the  part  the  Indians  acted  in  the  consummation  of  the 
Mountain  Meadow  affair. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  FORNEY, 
Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs  for  UtaJi. 

Hon.  C.  E.  Mix, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs^  Washington^  D.  C. 
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Supbrtntkndent's  Office,  Utah, 

Great  Salt  Lake  City,  May  30,  1859. 

Sib:  By  this  week's  mail  I  purposed  giving  you  a  full  and  correct 
account  of  the  causes,  &c.,  of  the  Mountain  Meadow  massacre,  and 
some  additional  particulars  about  the  children,  and  of  my  trip  south 

fenerally,  but  am  obliged  to  leave  here  in  a  few  hours  for  the  Spanish 
'ork  farm  and  reservation,  sixty-three  miles  south. 

All  the  Utah  tribe  are  now  assembled  on  this  reservation,  number- 
ing about  four  hundred.  An  express  from  there  informs  me  that  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  me  to  visit  there  without  delay.  About  half 
of  the  Utah  tribe  lived  last  winter  in  Uinta  valley,  one  hundred 
miles  east  of  Spanish  Fork  reservation,  the  ancient  and  favorite  resort 
of  a  portion  of  them.  I  design  that  all  the  Utahs  shall  live  on  the 
Spanish  Fork  reservatioUj^  and  that  all  who  live  there  must  work. 
This  is  an  absolute  alternative  adopted  by  me  on  all  the  Indian  farms ; 
and  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  all  those  on  the  several 
farms  who  heard  my  emphatic  directions,  obey  and  labor  steadily. 
"No  work,  no  bread,"  is  my  motto  with  all  the  miserable  creatures. 

The  Uinta  fraction  of  the  Utahs  have  come  to  the  Spanish  Fork 
reservation  since  my  last  visit  there,  and  spurn  the  idea  of  work,  and 
prefer  begging  and  stealing,  and  threaten  those  Indians  who  do  work, 
and  also  to  kill  and  destroy  the  farm  property. 

This  information  is  communicated  to  me  by  ex-Agent  Hurt,  (who  is 
still  on  this  farm,)  who,  I  regret  to  say,  has  no  adequate  influence  over 
these  Indians  whatever. 

I  will  communicate  the  result  of  my  visit  by  next  week's  mail.  I 
learned  yesterday,  informally,  that  a  considerable  number  of  renegade 
Indians  (Bannacks  and  Shoshonees  of  Oregon,  with  some  few  Shosho- 
nees  belonging  to  Utah,)  are  banding  together  north  of  Bear  river  to 
make  a  descent  on  the  northern  settlements  in  Box  Elder  county,  &c., 
eighty  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  miles  north  of  this,  to  steal 
horses,  &c,  I  expect  to  hear  more  definitely  by  the  time  I  get  back 
from  Spanish  Fork — say  in  four  days ;  and  will,  if  necessary,  go  up 
without  delay. 

A  word  in  relation  to  the  children.  In  consequence  of  the  unusual 
lateness  of  the  spring,  and  consequent  exceeding  bad  roads,  Dr.  Hobbs, 
agent  for  Russell  &  Co.,  deems  it  inexpedient  to  start  the  children 
until  about  three  weeks  from  this  time,  when  another  of  their  trains 
will  leave,  under  the  care  of  a  reliable  conductor,  and  thinks  it  not 
proper  to  send  two  isolated  wagons. 

I  wrote  to  him  yesterday  requesting  him  to  inform  me  sometime 
previous  of  the  precise  day  of  starting,  and  to  send  me  one  or  both 
wagons  in  order  to  fix  them  up  comfortably. 

All  your  directions  in  relation  to  the  children  will  be  strictly 
attended  to  in  every  particular ;  and  until  they  leave  they  will  remain 
in  my  possession. 

In  my  letter  of  the  4th  instant  I  said  I  had  under  my  care  sixteen 
children,  all,  it  is  supposed,  that  remain  from  the  massacre.  On  my 
way  from  the  south  with  the  sixteen  children,  when  at  Beaver  city, 
seventy-five  miles  east  of  Cedar  city,  where  I  received  the  three  last 
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children,  I  was  informed  by  several  Peyute  chiefs,  belonging  to  the 
band  in  Beaver  valley,  that  two  more  children  were  then  still  in  Cedar 
city — one  aged  from  fourteen  to  seventeen  years  and  the  other  from 
three  to  four.  The  Indians  insisted  on  this,  as  did  also  Kon-noeh, 
chief  of  the  Pah-vants,  who  accompanied  me  on  my  trip  south. 

At  Meadow  creek,  ten  miles  south  of  Fillmore,  I  met  a  small  mili- 
tary detachment  going  south  for  several  purposes ;  with  this  I  dis- 
patched Mr.  Rodgers  (a  reliable  gentleman)  to  Cedar  city,  with  the 
necessary  directions  to  recover  the  two  children  if  there.  I  have  not 
learned  the  result. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  FORNEY, 
Superintendent  Indian  Affairs  Utah. 

Hon.  C.  E.  Mix, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

Office  Indian  Affairs,  June  7,  1859. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  4th  ultimo,  announcing  your  return  to  Great 
Salt  Lake  City  with  the  children  who  survived  the  Mountain  Meadow 
massacre,  has  been  received. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  GREENWOOD, 

Commissioner. 
J.  Forney,  Esq.,  Superintendent  Indian  Affairs, 

Great  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  Territory. 


Superintendent's  Office,  Utah, 

Great  Salt  Lake  City,  June  16,  1859. 

Sir:  I  cannot  say  yet  what  day  the  children  will  be  put  en  route  for 
Leavenworth,  but  presume  within  six  to  ten  days. 

I  said  in  a  former  letter  that  I  had  obtained  only  sixteen  children, 
all,  it  was  asserted,  that  were  remaining,  or  at  least  that  could  be 
found.  I  also  said  in  my  letter  that  I  sent  express  back  with  a  certain 
military  command,  with  directions  to  make  further  search.  Another 
child  has  been  found,  thus  making  seventeen  in  all. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  FORNEY, 
Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  U.  T. 

Hon.  CoioossiONER  OF  Indian  Affairs,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Superintbnbent's  Office,  Utah, 

Great  Salt  Lake  City,  June  24,  1859. 

Sir:  I  very  respectfully  solicit  your  consideration  of  the  inclosed 
correspondence. 
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In  parsuanoe  of  the  direction  of  the  Indian  Department,  I  made  the 

Ereliminary  arrangements  with  Dr.  Hobhs,  general  agent  for  Messrs. 
tnBsell,  Majors  &  Waddell,  to  transport  to  Leavenworth  the  children 
surviving  the  Mountain  Meadow  massacre,  by  the  mode  indicated. 
The  agent  offered  the  oxen  and  wagons,  and  informed  me  that  they 
would  travel  in  company  with  one  of  their  caravans,  which  would 
leave  about  this  time  lor  Leavenworth  City. 

One  as  familiar  as  I  am  with  the  extraordinary  history  of  these 
unfortunate  children,  cannot  help  feeling  more  than  an  ordinary  de- 
gree of  interest  in  their  welfare. 

After  mature  deliberation  and  consultation  with  several  gentlemen, 
I  concluded  to  change  the  mode  of  conveying  the  children  east.  I  have 
accepted  from  General  Johnston  three  ambulances  and  one  baggage- 
wagon,  with  six  mules  to  each,  and  drivers,  instead  of  the  two  ox- 
wagons  and  being  obliged  to  travel  in  company  with  a  caravan  of 
teamsters.  I  may  also  accept  the  services  of  Major  Whiting,  who  will 
leave  for  the  States  on  leave  of  absence,  to  take  the  supervision  over 
my  party  to  Leavenworth  City.  General  Johnston  also  suggests  the 
propriety  of  obtaining  provisions  at  the  different  military  posts.  One 
company  of  dragoons  will  travel  in  company  with  the  party. 

Tne  ambulances  have  springs  and  are  securely  covered^  and  are 
certainly  much  more  comfbrtaDle  than  those  large,  heavy  wagons. 
And  as  regards  time,  the  plan  adopted  will  make  a  difference  of  thirty 
to  forty  days  in  the  trip,  and  will  also  be  the  most  economical. 

I  sincerely  hope  my  course  will  meet  the  entire  approbation  of  the 
department.  Neither  the  government  nor  any  one  else  has  been  incom- 
moded by  this  change,  and  those  immediately  interested  will  be  essen- 
tially benefited. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  FORNEY, 
Superintendent  Indian  Affairs  U.  T. 

The  Hon.  Commibsionkr  of  Indian  Affaiks. 

Washington,  D,  C. 


Supbrintenbbnt's  Officb,  Utah, 
Great  Salt  Lake  City,  June  15,  1859. 

Dear  Sir:  I  informed  you  some  time  ago  that  I  had  then  sixteen 
children  in  my  possession,  all  (it  was  then  supposed)  that  were  remain- 
ing of  the  terrible  massacre  in  Mountain  Meadow  valley,  in  September, 
IfiST.  Since  my  hasty  letter  to  you  from  Spanish  Fork,  another  child 
has  been  recovered  and  is  now  also  in  my  possession. 

I  have  collected  these  children  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  the 
Indian  Department ;  and  in  compliance  with  those  instructions  they 
must  soon  be  en  route  for  Leavenworth. 

Messrs.  Bussell,  Majors  &  Waddell  offered  the  Indian  Department, 
free  of  charge,  two  large  wagons,  twelve  yoke  of  oxen,  and  the  neces- 
sary gear,  to  transport  the  children  to  Leavenworth,  in  company  with 
one  of  their  retummg  caravans. 
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These  unfortunate,  fatherless,  motherless,  and  pennyless  children 
certainly  demand  more  than  an  ordinary  degree  of  sympathy.  I  have 
secured  the  services  of  four  females  to  accompany  them  to  Leavenworth. 
I  will  also  provide  suitable  clothing,  blankets,  and  such  other  appli- 
ances as  will  be  deemed  necessary.  I  am  also  directed  to  furnish  them 
with  provisions,  and,  I  presume,  cooking  utensils,  tent,  &c. 

My  instructions  from  the  office  of  Indian  affairs  plainly  indicate  the 
desire  that  I  should  send  these  children  by  the  means  of  transporta- 
tion offered  by  Messrs.  Russell,  Major  &  Waddell ;  but  I  am  induced 
to  believe  that  were  the  department  advised  of  the  objections  so  obvious 
to  this  mode  of  transportation,  I  feel  satisfied  that  my  instructions 
would  have  been  materially  modified  or  changed ;  and  therefore,  after 
mature  reflection  and  consultation  with  several  gentlemen,  I  am 
induced  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  changing  the  direction  of  this 
matter,  provided  I  can  obtain  two  or  three  ambulances,  one  baggage- 
wagon,  a  suitable  number  of  mules,  and  a  proper  military  escort,  from 
the  officer  in  command  of  this  department. 

I  therefore  respectfully  request  that  you  will  advise  me  whether  this 
arrangement  can  be  made  without  subjecting  the  service  to  any  im- 
portant inconvenience. 

As  the  caravan  with  which  it  is  proposed  to  send  the  children  leaves 
in  a  few  days,  an  early  reply  is  respectfully  requested. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain^  very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  FORNEY, 
8upt.  Indian  Affairs  Utah  Territory. 

General  A.  S.  Johnston, 

Com*g  Department  of  Utah,  Camp  Floyd,  U  T. 


HeADQUARTEBS  DEPARTlfENT  OF  UtAH, 

Camp  Floyd,  U  T.,  June  16,  1859. 

Sir:  General  Johnston  desires  me  to  inform  you  that  he  will  provide 
the  escort  and  transportation  needed  for  the  children  surviving  the 
massacre  in  the  Mountain  Meadow  valley,  asked  for  in  your  letter  of 
the  16th  instant,  and  he  will  also  take  great  pleasure  in  aiding  you  to 
the  fiill  scope  of  his  authority,  here  and  on  the  road,  in  your  humane 
efforts  to  transmit  in  comfort  and  safety  those  children  to  Leavenworth 
City. 

The  party  will  be  escorted  by  a  company  of  dragoons  as  far  as  Fort 
Kearny,  whence  their  safety  will  be  secured  by  the  commander  at 
that  post. 

The  party  will  be  sent  for  and  placed  under  charge  of  the  escort  the 
day  before  it  marches,  which  will  be  towards  the  end  of  next  week, 
and  by  the  Timpanogos  route,  if  sufficiently  repaired.  A  day's  notice 
will  be  given  you  of  the  transportation  .being  sent  to  the  city. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  AdjtUant  General, 

Dr.  J.  Forney, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  Great  Salt  Lake  City. 
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Headquarters  Department  op  Utah, 

Camp  Floyd,  U.  T.,  June  IT,  1859. 

Sir:  lam  desired  to  suggest  to  you  that  your  party  of  children, 
&c.,  can  be  supplied  with  8iu)sistence  at  the  different  posts  on  the  road 
to  Fort  Leavenworth}  and  an  arrangement  of  that  kind  will  prevent 
the  command  being  encumbered  with  their  supplies  for  the  whole  route, 
procured  here  by  you. 

The  cost  of  the  supplies  will  be  charged  to  the  Interior  Department 
at  Washington.  If  you  desire  it,  the  commanding  officers  on  the 
route  will  be  directed  to  furnish  subsistence. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
Dr.  J.  Forney, 

Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs. 


Superintendbnt's  Office,  Utah, 

Great  Salt  Lake  City,  June  28,  1859. 

Dear  Sir:  Inasmuch  as  you  have  consented  to  take  the  supervision 
over  certain  children,  whom  I  am  sending  to  Leavenworth  City,  in 
pursuance  to  directions  from  the  Indian  Department,  and  also  the  same 
over  the  persons  who  go  in  charge  of  them,  I  therefore  respectftiUy 
submit  the  following  directions : 

1.  To  exercise  general  supervision  over  the  children  and  those  in 
whose  immediate  care  they  will  travel.  To  see  that  the  children  are 
properly  fed,  with  properly  arranged  and  well-cooked  food.  They 
should  have  little  or  no  bacon  or  beans,  but  little  fresh  meat,  plenty  of 
rice,  sugar,  milk,  butter,  and  eggs  when  they  can  be  obtained.  In 
addition  to  the  rations  to  be  drawn  at  the  different  posts,  I  have  fur- 
nished for  the  party  dried  and  can  peaches,  70  pounds  of  butter,  and 
about  100  pounds  of  butter  crackers. 

2.  There  will  be  fifkeen  of  the  children  remaining  from  the  massacre 
under  your  care.  The  remaining  two  are  retained  here  to  testify  in 
the  criminal  court  against  the  supposed  murderers.  Five  females  will 
accompany  the  children:  Mrs.  Worley,  Nash,  Mure,  &c.  Four  only 
of  these  receive  wages,  but  they  are  all  equally  bound  to  work  and 
render  proper  assistance.  Mrs.  Worley  is  chief  nurse,  and  will  direct 
the  management  of  the  children  so  far  as  the  women  are  concerned. 
Three  men  will  accompany  the  children,  and  will  render  all  needftil 
assistance  for  their  comfort,  getting  wood  and  water,  and  putting  up 
the  tent  or  tents,  &c. 

3.  Robert  B.  Jarvis^  Esq.,  ex-Indian  agent,  is  one  of  the  persons 
above  indicated,  and  has  receipted  to  me  for  the  cooking  utensils  and 
other  property,  and  will  dispose  of  it  as  directed.  Mr.  Jarvis  will 
travel  m  tne  ambulances  with  the  children,  and  has  kindly  promised 
to  take  special  care  of  them.  I  have  accepted  his  offer ;  ne  is,  of 
course,  suDJect  to  your  directions.     Mr.  Jarvis  is  a  kind-hearted,  clever 
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gentleman,  and  will  render  ererr  aasistanoe  in  his  pow^R-  both  to  you 
and  the  children. 

4.  Major  Whiting  will  meet  at  Leavenworth  Citr,  Superintendent 
Bector,  of  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas,  or  some  one  anthorized  by  him  to 
receive  the  children,  to  whom  yon  will  torn  over  the  difldren. 

5.  Major  Whiting  is  authorized  by  the  undersigned  to  discharge 
any  person  or  persons,  either  male  or  female,  who  accompany  said 
children,  if  such  refuse  to  do  their  respective  duties,  and  h£re  others, 
and  give  an  account  of  said  hiring  to  Superintendent  Bector. 

6.  The  rations,  for  which  I  have  an  order  on  the  different  militaiy 
posts  to  Leavenworth,  should  be  varied  in  quantity  to  suit  the  children 
and  women.  Very  little  bacon  and  beans  is  required,  whilst  sugar 
and  rice  should  be  used  in  proper  quantities. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  FORNEY, 
SuperifUendeni  of  Indian  Affairtj  U.  T, 
Major  D.  P.  Whitixg. 


Great  Salt  Lake  City,  June  27,  1859. 

Snt:  I  received  this  morning  the  inclosed  commnnication  from  the 
United  States  attorney  general  of  this  Territory, 

My  friend,  the  attorney  general,  is  quite  sick,  but  will,  so  soon  as  he 
recovers,  institute  proceedings  against  certain  white  men  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  Territory,  who,  it  is  believed,  and  indeed,  I  know, 
are  the  guilty  parties  in  the  perpetration  of  the  unparalleled  massacre. 

By  diligent  inquiry  during  the  last  eight  months,  and  while  on  my 
late  visit  south,  and  since,  I  have  gathered  many  important  fiu^  in 
relation  to  the  terrible  massacre  in  September,  1857 — more  perhaps 
than  any  one  else.  I  will,  in  a  very  few  days,  (by  next  mail,)  furnish 
yon  with  a  full  statement  of  all  the  material  facts  concerning  tiie 
massacre  in  question. 

I  hope  to  get  the  children  started  to-morrow,  when  I  wfll  expect  a 
short  breathing  time  again.  The  two  boys,  which  are  retained  in  my 
possession  are,  I  judge,  about  eight  or  nine  years  old,  and  both  remark- 
ably intellectual,  and,  in  my  opinion,  competent  witnesses.  I  am 
unable  to  say  when  the  court  will  be  held  in  the  southern  portion  of 
the  Territory. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  FORNEY, 
Superiniendeni  of  Adiam  AJfoirs. 

Hon.  C03fMIS?I0NER  OP  INDIAN  AjPFAIBS. 


Unitbd  States  Attokkkt's  Officb, 
Gred  SaU  Lake  City,  U.  T.,  Jmne  27,  1859. 

Sm :  I  deem  it  important  to  the  cause  of  justice,  that  John  Oalvin  Sorel 
and  Ambrose  Miram  Taggit,  being  orphans,  rescned  from  the  Mountain 
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Meadow  massacre,  should  be  detained,  and  by  you  held  subject  to  my 
order,  to  testify  in  such  legal  proceedings  as  maybe  instituted  against 
parties  charged  with  molesting  and  killing  certain  individuals,  who 
constituted  an  emigration  party  from  Salt  Lake  City  to  California,  at 
the  Mountain  Meadows,  in  this  Territory,  between  the  months  of  Au- 
gust and  October,  A.  D.  1857. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  WILSON, 
United  States  Attorney  for  UtaJi  Territory. 
Jacob  Forney, 

Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs. 


Superintendent's  Office,  Utah, 
Great  Salt  Lake  City,  June  29,  1859. 

Sir:  I  succeeded  in  starting,  yesterday,  fifteen  of  the  children  that 
have  been  under  my  care.  The  other  two,  as  stated  in  my  letter  of 
yesterday,  are  retained  to  give  testimony  against  the  murderers  of  their 
parents,  &c. 

I  stated  in  a  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  that  I  had  made  some  change 
in  the  mode  of  transportation,  and  that  I  had  then  accepted  the  ambu- 
lances, mules,  &c.  Five  females  go  in  company  and  take  charge  of 
the  children ;  four  receive  pay,  but  all  are  required  to  give  them  their 
attention  in  everything  that  is  necessary  for  their  comfort.  The  in- 
closed articles  indicate  those  who  are  to  receive  pay. 

I  also  engaged  the  services  of  three  men,  who  are  with  the  children, 
and  are  required  to  do  everything  necessary,  especially  to  assist  the 
women,  put  up  the  tents,  get  wood  and  water,  and,  in  fact,  anything 
that  may  become  necessary,  and,  at  the  same  time,  are  not  to  receive 
any  pay  but  rations. 

Major  D.  P.  Whiting  is  going  East,  on  leave  of  absence,  and  is 
with  the  party  who  accompany  the  children  on  their  journey. 

Major  Whiting  has  kindly  consented  to  take  general  supervision  over 
my  whole  party ;  he  will  especially  observe  that  the  children  receive 
all  needful  attention. 

Inclosed  I  send  you  a  copy  of  my  directions  to  Major  Whiting.  A 
company  of  dragoons  escort  the  children  and  those  with  them  to  Fort 
Kearny;  from  thence  they  will  be  escorted  by  others  to  Leavenworth. 
There  are  several  other  officers  in  company,  and  going  East,  on  leave 
of  absence ;  also,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Yaux,  chaplain  at  Fort  Laramie ;  and 
all  will  pay  more  or  less  attention  to  those  unfortunate  childre^i,  who 
really  demand  the  sympathy  of  all  persons  who  have  proper  feelings. 

B.  B.  Jarvis,  Esq.,  ex-Indian  agent,  is  one  of  the  three  men  above 
indicated.  Inasmuch  as  the  children  will  require  considerable  atten- 
tion in  many  respects,  and  not  being  disposed  to  encumber  Major 
Whiting  too  much,  I  requested  Mr.  Jarvis  to  render  the  major  some 
assistance,  in  addition  to  his  other  duties — to  observe  that  the  children 
got  enough  and  of  the  proper  kind  of  food. 
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In  addition  to  rations  from  Camp  Floyd,  I  furnished  the  children 
hutter,  crackers,  and  dried  and  can  peaches.  I  also  furnished  cooking 
utensils,  which  I  put  in  the  care  of  Mr.  Jarvis,  with  directions  to  have 
them  placed  in  careful  hands  at  Leavenworth,  unless  Superintendent 
Rector  should  conclude  to  convey  the  children  to  Fort  Smith  by  land; 
in  that  case  Mr.  Jarvis  will  turn  over  to  him  the  cooking  utensils. 

Captain  Anderson  commands  the  dragoons,  and  is  also  in  command 
of  the  whole  party.  The  officers  alluded  to  are  Major  Eastman,  Cap- 
tains Tyler  and  Campbell,  and  Lieutenant  £11  wood;  they  will  reach 
Leavenworth  in  about  forty-five  days.  General  Johnston  gave  me  an 
order  for  provisions  at  all  the  military  posts. 

Last  night  the  party  camped  twelve  miles  from  this  city.  I  went 
out  yesterday  evening  and  returned  this  morning,  and  was  pleased  to 
find  all  in  fine  spirits.  Every  child  has  three  changes,  and  some  more, 
of  clothing,  ana  also  a  sufficiency  of  blankets.  It  has  been  my  con- 
stant endeavor,  since  these  children  have  been  in  my  care,  to  make 
them  comfortable  and  happy^  and  I  have  furnished  them  with  every 
appliance  to  make  them  so  on  the  journey  to  the  States. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  FORNEY, 
Superintendent  Indian  Affairs  U,  T, 

Hon.  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affaibs. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 
Office  of  Indian  Affairs^  July  2,  1859. 

Sir:  Referring  to  previous  communications  to  you  from  this  office, 
in  regard  to  the  massacre  at  Mountain  Meadows,  in  the  fall  of  1857,  of 
the  emigrant  train  composed  of  citizens  from  the  Stat«  of  Arkansas, 
and  to  the  zeal  manifested  by  you  in  your  reply  for  the  detection  of  the 
persons  engaged  in  it,  I  have  now  to  direct  that  you  will  make  efibrt, 
consistent  with  your  position  and  official  duties,  to  discover  those  per- 
sons who  were  actively  engaged  in  or  accessory  to  it  in  any  degree. 

In  the  execution  of  this  duty,  it  is  expected  that  you  will  use  the 
utmost  diligence,  activity,  and  zeal  to  ferret  out  the  miscreants,  and  to 
ascertain  their  names  and  locations.  I  hardly  consider  it  necessary  to 
impress  upon  you  the  importance  of  this  matter,  as  you  will  at  once 
see  the  great  good  which  must,  in  the  future,  result  to  the  safety  of 
our  citizens  when  it  is  known  and  felt  that  the  government  leaves  no 
means  untried  to  bring  to  merited  punishment  the  perpetrators  of  such 
monstrous  deeds.  If  success  attends  the  efibrt,  even  in  a  limited  de- 
gree, all  such  must  hereafter  hesitate  at  the  commission  of  such  wicked- 
ness, secure  and  secret  as  they  might  otherwise  imagine  themselves, 
from  their  remoteness,  when  they  shall  recollect  that  the  government 
is  as  watchful  to  detect,  as  it  is  powerful  to  punish. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  GREENWOOD, 

Commissioner, 
Jacob  Forney,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs^ 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  Territory. 
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Dubuque,  Arkansas,  Jvly  5,  1859. 

Sir:  I  received  yours  of  the  9th  of  last  month,  stating  that  the 
children  of  the  Mountain  Meadow  massacre  would  be  sent  to  Leaven- 
worth, in  charge  of  Russell  &  Co.,  and  you  tendered  me  the  appoint- 
ment to  have  them  conveyed  to  some  central  point,  say  CarroUton, 
Arkansas,  in  two  two-horse  wagons.  I  willingly  accept  the  appoint- 
ment^ and  make  my  arrangements  to  go  as  soon  as  I  get  further  in- 
structions, and  likewise  procure  a  female  nurse.  It  will  be  remarkably 
warm,  but  I  expect  two  wagons  will  be  sufficient. 
I  am,  yours,  respectniUy, 

WILLIAM  C.  MITCHELL. 

Hon.  A.  B.  Greenwood. 

P.  S. — ^Please  direct  your  letter  to  Crooked  Creek,  Carroll  county, 
Arkansas,  as  they  have  tri-weekly  mails  to  that  office. 

W.  C.  M. 


Superintendent's  Office,  Utah, 
Great  Salt  Lake  City,  July  15,  1859. 

Sir:  Inclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  list  of  cooking  appliances^  &c.,  sent 
with  and  for  the  use  of  *'the  children"  and  those  with  them.  Also  a 
copy  of  a  receipt  for  the  same  from  ex-Agent  Jarvis. 

1  requested  Mr.  Jarvis  to  leave  the  articles  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  if 
at  all  convenient,  or  in  some  safe  hands  in  Leavenworth  City.  With 
the  permission  of  the  Indian  Department,  Washington,  he  is  directed 
to  turn  the  said  cooking  utensils  over  to  Superintendent  Rector,  pro- 
viding he  will  convey  the  children  to  Fort  Smith,  by  land. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  FORNEY, 
Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  Utah  Territory. 
Hon.  A.  B.  Greenwood, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 


Articles  for  use  of  children  on  the  journey  to  Leavenworth. 

2  camp  kettles.  1  camp  table. 

2  tin  dippers.  2  large  tin  water-buckets. 

1  tin  lantern.  2  coffee  pots. 
20  tin  cups.  20  tin  plates. 

2  ovens,  with  lids.  3  large  tin  pans. 

4  dozen  knives  and  forks.  1  dozen  tablespoons. 

I  dozen  cups  and  saucers.  8  china  plates,  (tea  set.) 

1  tin  teapot.  2  tin  wash  basins. 

1  ax  and  handle.  1  spade. 

2  candlesticks.  1  coffee  mill. 
2  large  tin  coffee  boilers,  for  carry-      1  pepper  box. 

ing  water.  1  common  mess-chest. 

2  firy-pans.  1  tent  and  fixtures. 
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Received,  at  Great  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  Territory,  June  28,  1859, 
from  Jacob  Forney,  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  for  Utah,  the 
above  enumerated  articles,  being  for  the  use  of  the  fifteen  children 
saved  from  the  Mountain  Meadow  massacre,  for  their  trip  from  Great 
Salt  Lake  City  to  Fort  Leavenworth.  Such  disposition  to  be  made  of 
the  above-mentioned  goods  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  letter  of  instruc- 
tions of  Superintendent  Forney  to  R.  B.  Jarvis, Esq.,  ex-Indian  agent, 
bearing  even  date  with  this  receipt. 

ROBT.  B.  JABYISy  Indian  Agent, 


Superintendent's  Office,  Utah, 

Great  Salt  Lake  City,  July  22,  1859. 

Sir  :  Inclosed  I  forward  to  you  the  articles  made  with  the  several 
females,  for  compensation  for  services  to  be  performed  to  certain 
children,  now  en  route  for  Leavenworth.  The  men  are  to  receive  no 
pay. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  FORNEY, 
Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs  U.  T. 
Hon.  A.  B.  Greenwood, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 


This  agreement,  made  this  28th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1859,  between 
Jacob  Forney,  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  for  Utah,  of  the  first 

Eirt,  and  Ann  Eliza  Worley,  of  the  second  part,  all  of  Great  Salt 
ake  City,  in  said  Territory:  Witnesseth,  that  the  said  party  of  the 
second  part  covenants  and  agrees  to  well,  faithfully,  and  diligently, 
take  care,  charge,  and  supervision,  as  Jiead  nurse,  of  the  children 
placed  under  her  care  by  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  while  on  the 
journey  from  Great  Salt  Lake  City  to  the  point  of  destination,  at  Fort 
Leavenworth.  In  consideration  of  which  service,  so  to  be  performed, 
the  said  Jacob  Forney  covenants  and  agrees  that  the  said  Ann  Eliza 
Worley  shall  receive,  for  said  service,  the  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars 
per  month,  from  and  after  the  date  of  these  presents,  to  the  day  of  the 
termination  of  said  journey  at  the  point  above  designated,  inclusive. 
In  witness  whereof,  the  parties  to  these  presents  have  hereunto  set 
[l.  s.]  their  hands  and  seals,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

ANN  ELIZA  WORLEY. 
In  presence  of — 

C.  E.  Bolton. 


This  agreement,  made  this  28th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1859,  between 

Jacob  Fdrney,  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  for  Utah,  of  the  first 

^t,  and  Elizabeth  Mure,  Hester  Elvira  Nash,  and  Sally  Squire  of 
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the  second  part,  all  of  Great  Salt  Lake  City,  in  said  Territory,  wit" 
-nessethy  that  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  covenant  and  agree  to 
well,  faithfully,  and  diligently  take  care,  charge,  and  supervision,  as 
<jts8istant  nurses,  of  the  children  placed  under  their  care  by  the  said 
party  of  the  first  part  while  on  the  journey  from  Great  Salt  Lake  City 
to  the  point  of  destination  at  Fort  Leavenworth.  In  consideration  of 
which  service,  so  to  be  performed,  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part 
:8hall  receive  for  said  service  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  each  per  month 
from  and  after  the  date  of  these  presents  to  the  day  of  the  termination 
•of  said  journey  at  the  point  above  designated,  inclusive. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  parties  to  these  presents  have  hereunto  set 
their  hands  and  seals  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

HESTER  E.  NASH. 

SALLY  SQUIRE. 

MRS.  E.  MURE. 
In  presence  of — 

C.  E.  Bolton. 


Departaient  of  the  Interior, 
Office  Indian  Affairs,  July  23,  1859. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  expressing  a  willingness  to 
accept  the  proposal  which  I  made  to  you  on  the  9th  of  June,  of  pro- 
ceeding to  Leavenworth  for  the  purpose  of  taking  charge  of,  and  re- 
storing to  their  friends  and  relatives  in  Arkansas,  the  children  who 
survived  the  massacre  at  Mountain  Meadows,  has  just  been  received. 
Although  my  previous  letters  to  you  were  unofficial,  yet  any  steps 
taken  by  you  in  pursuance  of  those  letters  will  be  sanctioned,  and  you 
are  hereby  authorized  to  start  upon  the  mission ;  and  knowing  the 
interest  you  feel  in  the  matter,  I  need  not  urge  you  to  use  all  practi- 
cable haste  in  setting  out,  as  the  children  may  reach  that  city,  as  soon 
as  you  possibly  can. 

If,  as  I  suggested,  you  should  be  of  opinion  that  two  wagons  will 
not  be  sufficient  for  their  transportation,  having  due  regard  to  their 
health  and  comfort,  you  will  add  one  or  more,  as  your  judgment  may 
dictate,  not  losing  sight,  however,  of  all  necessary  economy. 

The  point  indicated,  that  of  Carollton,  to  which  they  may  be  taken 
for  the  convenience  of  their  friends  to  receive  them,  is,  in  my  opinion, 
quite  suitable,  and  you  will  therefore  transport  them  to  that  point. 

Your  compensation  will  be  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  per  diem  from 
the  time  that  you  may  set  out,  or  be  engaged  in  making  the  necessary 
preparation,  until  your  return,  and  for  such  time  after  your  return  as 
you  may  be  engaged  in  seeing  to  and  rendering  them  to  their  friends, 
and  your  actual  expenses  will  be  allowed.  The  same  compensation 
will  be  given  to  the  nurse  or  nurses  whom  you  may  employ  in  their 
behalf,  and  their  expenses  will  also  be  paid.  You  will  be  careful  to 
take  vouchers  for  all  items  that  you  may  expend  where  practicable ; 
and  where  you  cannot  obtain  such,  you  will  preserve  memoranda  of 
the  items,  to  be  certified  on  honor  that  they  were  necessary  and  actu- 
ally paid,  and  forward  the  same  here,  to  be  used  in  the  settlement  of 
your  account. 
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A  requisition  in  jour  favor,  of  five  hundred  dollars,  will  be  sent  to 
the  care  of  the  banking  house  of  Smoot,  Russell  &  Co.,  at  Leayen- 
worth,  who  will  no  doubt  at  your  request  make  arrangements  for 
cashing  the  same,  and  who  may  be  able  to  give  you  information  of  the 
time  at  which  the  children  may  be  expected  if  they  should  not  bare 
arrived  by  the  time  you  reach  there,  as  Mr.  Russell,  of  that  house,  is 
connected  with  the  line  of  transportation  from  Salt  Lake  to  that  city. 
As  the  fund  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  regaining  and  bringing 
home  these  helpless  persons  is  but  small  I  must  urge  upon  you  the 
strictest  economy,  yet,  as  many  of  them  are  of  very  tender  years,  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  understood  as  advising  economy  at  the  expense  of  health 
and  some  degree  of  comfort ;  and  let  me  impress  upon  yon  the  neces- 
sity at  this  season  of  the  year  of  paying  much  attention  to  their  diet 
and  sleeping  accommodations.  Of  course,  the  hire  of  the  teamsters 
employea  by  you,  and  the  forage  for  the  horses,  will  be  a  legitimate 
charge  to  be  made  by  you,  being  necessary  expenses. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  GREENWOOD, 

Commisstaner. 

Wm.  C.  Mitchell,  Esq., 

Crooked  CredCj  Carroll  County,  Arkansas. 


Departhent  of  the  Interior, 
Office  Indian  Affairs j  Jvly  23, 1859. 

Gentlemen  :  I  herewith  transmit  to  your  care  a  duplicate  of  a  letter 
to  William  C.  Mitchell,  £s(]^.,  of  Arkansas,  who  has  been  selected  to 
take  charge,  upon  their  arrival  at  Leavenworth,  of  the  children  who 
survived  the  massacre  of  an  emigrant  train  from  that  State  at  Moun- 
tain Meadows  in  1857,  and  who  were  placed  in  charge,  at  Salt  Lake 
City,  of  Messrs.  Russell  &  Go's,  line  of  transportation,  to  be  brought 
to  Leavenworth. 

This  is  sent  to  you  for  fear  that  the  first  draft  of  the  letter  to  Mr. 
Mitchell  may  not  reach  him  before  he  leaves  his  home,  and  I  shall  be 
under  obligations  to  you  if  you  will  hunt  him  up  upon  his  arrival  and 
hand  him  the  inclosed ;  also,  for  any  facilities  that  you  may  have  it  in 
your  power  to  extend  to  him  towards  the  accomplishment  of  his- 
mission. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  GREENWOOD, 

Commissioner. 

Messrs.  Smoot,  Russell  &  Co., 

Leavenworth  City,  Kansas  Territory, 


Department  of  the  Interior, 
Office  Indian  Affairs,  Jvly  25,  1859. 

Sir:  Since  my  letter  to  you  of  the  23d  instant,  it  has  been  found 
necessary  to  change  the  manner  of  placing  you  in  possession  of  the 
five  hundred  dollars,  therein  specified  to  be  applied  to  the  transporta- 
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tion  of  the  children  from  Leavenworth  City  to  their  homes  in  Arkansas, 
and  I  have  this  day  directed  Superintendent  A.  M.  Robinson  to  remit 
to  you  at  Leavenworth,  to  the  care  of  Smoot,  Russell  &  Co.,  his  draft 
for  that  amount ;  and  upon  receiving  it  you  will  forward  your  receipt 
to  him  therefor  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  B.  GREENWOOD, 

Commissioner. 
WiLUAM  C.  Mitchell,  Esq., 

Care  of  Messrs.  Smooty  Russell  dt  Co.,  Leavenworth  Cityy 

Kansas  Territory 


DEPARTBfENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR, 

Office  Indian  Affairs,  July  26,  1869. 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  has  been  requested  to  issue 
requisition  in  your  favor  for  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  charge 
able  to  the  appropriation  for  '^  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  recovery, 
and  the  restoration  to  their  homes,  of  the  children  surviving  the  mas- 
sacre by  Indians  of  the  emigrant  trains  from  Arkansas  in  the  fall  ot 
1857,"  which  is  to  be  applied  to  the  transportation  of  these  children 
from  the  city  of  Leavenworth  to  their  homes  in  Arkansas ;  and  Wil- 
liam C.  Mitchell,  Esq.,  of  that  State,  has  been  selected  to  take  them 
from  that  point  to  their  homes.     You  will  therefore  make  a  draft  in 
&vor  of  Mr.  Mitchell  for  the  above  sum,  and  forward  the  same  to  him 
at  Leavenworth  City,  to  the  care  of  Smoot,  Russell  &  Co.,  for  which 
he  has  been  directed  to  forward  you  his  receipt. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  GREENWOOD, 

Commissioner. 
A.  M.  Robinson,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 


Superintendent's  Office,  Utah, 
Great  Salt  Lake  City,  July  25,  1859. 

Sir:  In  pursuance  to  directions  from  the  Indian  department,  I 
forward  the  accounts  of  expenses  incurred  in  recovering,  maintain- 
ing, and  finally  sending  to  Fort  Leavenworth  the  seventeen  children 
surviving  the  Mountain  Meadow  massacre,  in  September,  1857.  I 
respectfully  invite  your  attention  to  Abstract  No.  1,  which  contains 
the  accounts  of  expenses  for  said  children.  I  rejected  a  number  or 
claims  against  the  goverment,  for  these  children,  for  difierent  alleged 
expenses.  There  were  a  number  of  claims  for  purchasing  the  children 
from  the  Indians,  by  persons  with  whom  Mr.  Hamblin  found  them; 
when  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  they  did  not  live  among  the  Indians, 
one  hour. 

I  charged  to  the  account  of  the  children  part  of  Mr.  Hamblin' a. 
wages. 
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The  amonnt  of  claims  presented  to  me  on  account  of  the  children, 
by  persons  in  the  southern  portion  of  Territory,  amount  to  over  seven 
thousand  dollars,  of  which  amount  I  only  paid  twenty-nine  hundred 
and  sixty-one  dollars  and  seventy-seven  cents.     Those  I  have  paid  I 
considered  strictly  and  entirely  proper. 

Prices  for  every  thing  in  this  country  are  exorbitantly  high :  board- 
ing at  all  public  places  is  from  ten  to  fourteen  dollars  per  week; 
although  I  got  the  children  boarded  at  Santa  Clara  for  two  dollars 
and  fiity  cents  per  week,  which  is  much  less  than  I  could  get  them 
boarded  for  in  this  city.  In  short,  I  got  nothing  for  those  children 
except  what  their  health  and  comfort  required. 

The  accounts  paid  amount  to $5,426  48 

My  trip  south  to  get    the  children    and  bring  them  to 

this  city,  and  to  visit  the  Peyute  Indians,  amounted  to 

$1,030  98. 
Five  hundred  dollars  of  this  amount  should,  in  my  opinion, 

be  refunded  for  the  Indian  service  in  this  Territory 600  00 

6,926  48 


This  amount  I  will  expect  to  have  refunded  to  the  Indian  fund  for 
this  Territory. 

I  will  allude  to  the  matter  in  another  letter. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  FORNEY, 
Superintendent  Indian  Affairs  U.  T, 
Hon.  A.  B.  Greenwood, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs y  Washington^  D,  C. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 
Office  Indian  Affairs,  July  27, 1859. 

Sir:  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  party  with  the  children  (survivors  of 
the  Mountain  Meadow  massacre)  at  Leavenworth  City,  you  are  re- 
quested to  turn  over  to  William  C.  Mitchell,  Esq.,  special  agent  of 
this  department,  who  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  conveying  them  to 
their  friends  in  Arkansas,  the  cooking  utensils  that  have  been  placed 
in  charge  of  Mr.  R.  B.  Jarvis  by  Superintendent  Forney,  taking  his 
receipt  therefor. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  GREENWOOD, 

T^    ^   ^  Commissumer . 

Jlajor  D.  P.  Whiting, 

U.  S.  Army,  Leavenvx/rth  City,  Kansas  Territory. 
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Department  op  the  Interior, 
Office  Indian  Affairs,  July  27, 1859. 

Sir:  Major  D.  P.  Whiting,  United  States  army,  who  has  direction 
of  the  party  composed  of  the  children  (survivors  of  the  Mountain 
Meadow  miissacre)  on  their  way  to  Leavenworth  City,  has  been  this 
day  requested  to  turn  over  to  you  the  cooking  utensils  that  have  been 

Elaoed  in  charge  of  R.  B.  Jarvis,  Esq.,  by  Superintendent  Forney  of 
rtah. 

Upon  receiving  these  articles  you  will  give  Major  Whiting  a  receipt 
therefor.     When  you  reach  Arkansas,  where  they  will  be  no  longer 
required,  you  will  dispose  of  them  to  the  best  advantage  and  credit  the 
government  with  the  amount  of  the  proceeds  of  their  sale. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  GREENWOOD, 

Commissioner. 
Wm.  C.  Mitchell,  Esq., 

Care  of  Smooth  Russdl  &  Co., 

Leavenworth  City,  Kansas  Territory. 


Superintendent's  Office,  Utah, 

Great  Salt  Lake  City,  July  28, 1859. 

Sir:  By  reference  to  my  financial  report  of  June  30,  1859,  it  will 
be  seen  that  there  is  a  balance  of  $5,021  85 i  over  the  appropriation 
for  the  year  1858-59,  and  the  balance  on  hana  June  30,  1858. 

In  explanation  I  will  state  that  on  my  arrival  in  this  Territory  the 
Indians  were  in  a  feverish  excitement,  and  great  energy,  and  almost 
incessant  traveling  among  them,  and  presents,  were  necessary  to  calm 
them  down. 

And  also,  upon  examining  into  the  affairs  of  the  various  Indian 
farms,  I  at  once  perceived  they  were  nearly  destitute  of  teams  and  im- 

Elements,  and,  being  well  assured  that  a  liberal  policy  would  produce 
beral  results,  I  furnished  to  each  farm  the  necessary  oxen  and  imple- 
ments, which  is  a  considerable  item  in  my  expenditures.  I  am  also 
thoroughly  convinced  that  Indian  farms  properly  and  judiciously 
managed  can  be  made  to  pay  their  own  expenses  and  feed  the  Indians. 
And  it  is  in  view  of  this  policy  that  I  have  placed  the  first  farms  in 
good  working  order,  and  have  opened  two  new  ones  and  furnished 
them  with  all  needful  appliances.  Indeed,  I  am  satisfied  with  what  I 
have  accomplished  with  so  small  a  sum. 

I  hope  the  department  will  appreciate  the  difficult  position  I  was 
placed  in  the  past  year,  and  place  to  my  credit  in  the  St.  Louis  sub- 
treasury  the  balance  before  named  of  $5,021  85^,  and  also  the  sum 
expended  by  order  of  the  department  for  the  expense  of  recovering  and 
sending  home  the  seventeen  children,  $5,925  48. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  FORNEY, 
Sup*t  Indian  Affairs,  Utah  Territory. 
Hon.  A.  B.  Greenwood, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washington^  Z).  C 
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Supkrintkndknt's  Office,  Utah, 
Great  Salt  Lake  City,  August  10,  1859. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  2d  ultimo  was  received  by  yesterday's  mail, and 
it  will  afford  me  pleasure  to  furnish  you  with  the  desired  information. 
It  was  my  intention,  immediately  upon  my  return  from  the  south 
(beginning  of  May)  with  the  children,  to  give  you  a  full  statement, 
n*om  facts  in  my  possession,  of  the  emigrant  party  in  question,  of  their 
journey  through  this  Territory  to  their  final  resting  place,  and  of  the 
children  saved,  but  had  too  much  other  business  on  hand,  and  the  care 
of  the  children. 

I  have,  however,  such  a  communication  in  progress,  and  intend  to 
conclude  it  to-day,  or  before  I  leave  to-morrow  for  Ruby  and  Deep 
Creek  valleys,  three  hundred  miles  west.  I  will  also  flirnish  the 
attorney  general  with  the  names  of  the  persons  who  I  know  were 
engaged  in  said  massacre,  and  names  of  witnesses. 

Chief  Justice  Eckels  will  commence  a  court  in  his  district  the  fourth 
Monday  of  this  month,  at  Nephi.  The  attorney  general  is  preparing 
to  investigate  the  Mountain  Meadow  piassacre  before  this  court. 
Nephi  is  two  hundred  miles  from  Cedar  City,  in  which  place  and 
neighborhood  nearly  all  the  perpretrators  and  witnesses  reside.  It 
will  be  very  difficult,  indeed  almost  impossible,  to  bring  all  the  parties 
to  Nephi.  Cedar  City  is  the  proper  place  to  hold  a  court  to  success- 
fiilly  try  those  concerned  in  the  Mountain  Meadow  affair.  I  suggested 
to  Judge  Eckels,  indeed  urged  the  propriety  of  going  to  Cedar  City 
with  his  court.     He  seems  determined  not  to  do  so. 

I  met  Judge  Cradlebaugh  a  few  miles  south  of  Fillmore  the  latter 

?art  of  April,  when  on  my  way  from  the  south  with  the  children, 
'he  judge  was  traveling  with  a  small  military  detachment,  going 
south  for  a  special  purpose.  I  furnished  him  with  the  names  of  the 
guilty  and  of  the  witnesses. 

The  attorney  general  made  a  special  request  when  I  started  south, 
that  I  would  make  strict  inquiry  of  everything  connected  with  this 
affair. 

The  course  adopted  for  the  legal  investigation  of  this  matter  will 
not  prove  successful  at  the  contemplated  court,  principally  for  the 
reason,  already  stated,  the  great  distaiice  from  where  the  really  guilty 
and  witnesses  are  living. 

I  fear,  and  I  regret  to  say  it,  that  with  certain  parties  here  there  is  a 
greater  anxiety  to  connect  B.  Young  and  other  church  dignitaries 
with  every  criminal  offense,  than  diligently  endeavor  to  punish  the 
actual  perpetrators  of  crime. 

I  have  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  reliable  history  of  the  Mountain 
Meadow  massacre.  I  will,  in  my  next  annual  report,  give  it  to  the 
public,  and  also  the  names  of  the  actors,  if  they  are  not  sooner  made 
known  through  the  proper  legal  tribunals,  to  whom  I  have  already 
given  many  valuable  tacts. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  FORNEY, 
Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs  U.  T. 
Hon.  A.  B.  Greenwood, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs y  Washington,  D,  C, 
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Supbrintendknt's  Office,  Utah, 
Great  Salt  Lake  City,  August y  1859. 

Sir:  It  has  been  my  intention,  for  some  weeks  past,  to  give  you  a 
more  full  statement  than  heretofore  given  of  the  Mountain  Meadow 
tragedy,  and  of  the  children  saved  from  it. 

July,  1858,  I  received  instructions  from  the  Acting  CJommissioner, 
C.  E.  Mix,  in  relation  to  certain  children.  In  pursuance  to  which,  I 
commenced  without  delay  to  make  inquiry  after  the  children  supposed 
to  have  been  saved,  and  living  among  whites  and  Indians.  I  very 
soon  obtained  satisfactory  information  that  thirteen  to  seventeen  chil- 
dren were  spared  at  the  massacre  of  a  certain  emigrant  company  the 
8th  or  9th  September,  185T,  in  Mountain  Meadow  valley,  Utah  Terri- 
tory, whilst  on  their  way  to  California.  Sixteen  of  the  children  were 
▼ery  soon  collected  and  subject  to  my  directions,  and  for  whom  I  com- 
menced providing  immediately.  It  was  my  earnest  desire  and  purpose 
to  visit  the  southern  portion  of  the  Territory  early  last  fell,  but  the 
safety  of  the  United  States  mail  on  the  northern  California  road,  and 
the  public  interest  generally,  required  my  immediate  presence  in  and 
adjacent  to  the  Humboldt  valley,  and  I  returned  too  late  from  the 
Humboldt  to  travel  north  with  so  many  little  children.  I,  however, 
suggested  to  the  department  to  have  the  children  taken  to  the  States 
by  way  of  California  and  the  San  Francisco  and  New  York  steamers. 
There  is  no  impediment  at  any  season  of  the  year  to  travel  to  the 
Pacific  by  the  southern  route  from  where  the  children  were  then  living. 

A  massacre  of  such  unparalleled  magnitude  on  American  soil  must 
necessarily  excite  much  interest  in  the  public  mind.  From  informa- 
tion received  from  various  sources  during  the  last  twelve  months,  I  am 
enabled  to  give  you  a  reliable  account  of  the  emigrant  company  in 
question,  and  the  children  remaining,  and  also  some  of  the  causes  and 
circumstances  of  the  inhuman  massacre. 

The  company  was  composed  of  about  thirty  families,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  to  one  hundred  and  forty  persons,  and,  I  think^ 
principally  from  Johnston  county,  Arkansas. 

I  have  deemed  it  a  matter  of  material  importance  to  make  strict 
inquiry  relative  to  the  general  behavior  and  conduct  of  the  company 
towards  the  people  of  this  Territory  in  their  journey  through  it,  and 
am  justified  in  saying  that  they  conducted  themselves  with  propriety. 

It  is  generally  conceded  that  the  said  company  was  abundantly  sup- 
plied with  traveling  and  extra  horses,  cattle,  &c.  They  had  about 
thirty  good  wagons,  and  about  thirty  mules  and  horses,  and  six  hun- 
dred head  of  cattle,  when  passing  through  Provo  City,  Utah  Territory. 
At  Corn  Creek,  fifteen  miles  from  Fillmore  City,  and  one  hundred  and 
sixty-five  miles  south  of  this  city,  the  company  camped  several  days. 
At  this  place,  and  within  a  few  miles  of  the  Indian  farm,  (commenced 
a  few  years  ago  for  the  Pah-vant  tribe,  and  all  living  on  it,)  it  is 
alleged  that  the  said  emigrant  company  treated  the  Indians  most 
inhumanly;  such  as  poisoning  a  spring  with  arsenic,  and  impregnating 
dead  cattle  with  strichnine.  John  D.  Lee,  living  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  south  of  Fillmore,  informed  me  that  about  twenty  Indians  and 
some  cattle  died  from  drinking  of  the  poisoned  water,  and  Indians 
from  eating  the  poisoned  meat. 
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Dr.  Ray,  of  Fillmore  City,  assured  me  that  one  of  his  oxen  didi 
while  the  company  was  encamped  in  the  neighborhood,  and  that  his 
wife,  while  engaged  rendering  the  tallow  of  the  dead  ox,  became  sud- 
denly ill,  and  that  a  boy  who  was  assisting  her  died  in  a  few  days. 

I  have  not  been  apprised  of  any  investigation  at  .the  time  py  the 
Indian  officials  who  were  then  in  the  Territory,  or  of  an  official  in- 
vestigation by  the  proper  authorities  of  Fillmore.  It  seems  obvious 
that  Dr.  Ray's  ox  aied  about  the  time  these  unfortunate  people  were 
camped  in  the  neighborhood.  I  cannot  learn,  however,  of  any  diffi- 
culty the  company  had  with  the  Pah-vant  Indians  while  camped  near 
them.  The  ox  died  unquestionably  from  eating  a  poisonous  weed  that 
grows  in  most  of  the  valleys  in  this  Territory,  and  it  is  by  no  means 
uncommon  for  cattle  to  get  poisoned  and  die  from  the  effects  of  this 
weed.  One  or  two  Indians  died  from  eating  of  the  dead  ox,  but  I  have 
not  been  apprised  that  this  excited  any  of  them  against  the  emigrants. 
And  after  strict  inquiry  I  cannot  learn  that  even  one  Pah-vant  Indian 
was  present  at  the  massacre.  Those  persons  in  Fillmore,  and  further 
south,  who  believe  that  a  spring  was  poisoned  with  arsenic,  and  the 
meat  of  a  dead  ox  with  strichnine,  by  said  company,  may  be  honest  in 
their  belief,  and  attribute  the  cause  of  the  massacre  to  the  alleged  poi- 
soning. Why  an  emigrant  company,  and  especially  farmers,  would 
carry  with  them  so  much  deadly  poison  is  incomprehensible.  I  regard 
the  poisoning  affair  as  entitled  to  no  consideration.  In  my  opinion^ 
had  meuy  for  a  bad  purpose,  have  magnified  a  natural  circumstance  for 
the  perpetration  of  a  crime  that  has  no  parallel  in  American  history 
for  atrocity. 

I  hear  nothing  more  of  the  emigrant  company  until  their  arrival  in 
Mountain  Meadow  valley,  about  the  2d  or  3d  of  September,  1857. 
This  valley  is  seven  miles  in  length  east  and  west,  and  one  to  three 
wide — a  large  spring  at  each  end.  In  about  the  centre,  and  from 
north  to  south-east,  is  what  is  termed  the  '*  rim  of  the  basin."  East 
of  this  the  waters  go  to  the  lakes  of  Utah  Territory,  and  those  west 
into  the  Pacific.  The  valley  is  well  hemmed  in  by  high  hills  or  moun- 
tains; is  almost  a  continuous  meadow,  affording  an  abundance  of 
pasture. 

At  the  spring  in  the  east  end  is  a  house  and  corral,  occupied  in 
September,  1857,  by  Mr.  Jacob  Hamblin.  It  is  due  to  Mr.  Hamblin 
to  say  that  he  left  home  several  weeks  before  the  company  arrived  in 
the  valley,  and  returned  home  several  days  after  the  massacre. 

David  Tulis  (was  living  with  Mr.  Hamblin)  says:  *^The  company 
passed  by  the  house  on  Friday,  September  2d  or  3d,  towards  evening; 
that  it  was  a  large  and  respectable-looking  company.  One  of  the  men 
rode  up  to  where  I  was  working,  and  asked  if  there  was  water  ahead. 
I  said,  yes.  The  person  who  rode  up  behaved  civilly.  The  company 
camped  at  the  spring  in  the  west  end  of  the  valley.  I  heard  firing  on 
Monday  morning,  and  for  four  or  five  mornings  afterwards ;  if  there 
had  been  firing  during  the  day,  I  could  not  have  heard  it  on  account 
of  the  wind." 

I  then  asked  Mr.  Tulis  the  following  questions,  and  received  answers, 
to  wit: 
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1.  When  you  heard  the  firing  first  what  was  your  opinion  of  its 
cause? 

Answer.  I  believed  it  was  the  Indians  fighting  the  emigrant  company 
camped  at  the  spring  at  the  other  end  of  the  valley 

2.  Why  did  you  not  notify  the  nearest  settlement? 

Answer.  I  thought  or  expected  that  the  people  of  the  nearest  settle- 
ment knew  of  the  fight. 

3.  Why  did  you  suppose  so? 

Answer.  Because  I  saw  Indians  riding  back  and  forwards  on  the 
road. 

4.  Was  you  afraid? 
Answer.  I  was  a  little  timid. 

5.  How  soon  did  you  see  white  men? 

Answer.  Two  or  three  days  afterwards,  (that  is,  after  the  massacre ;) 
these  persons  looked  like  travelers.  I  think  they  went  to  bury  the 
dead. 

6.  Did  you  see  many  Indians  during  the  fight? 

Answer.  During  the  fighting  the  Indians  continued  to  riin  to  and 
fro  on  the  road. 

7.  How  many  were  in  the  train? 

Answer.  I  suppose  70  to  100;  there  seemed  to  be  a  good  many 
women  and  children. 

8.  Did  you  hear  any  talk  about  the  massacre? 
Answer.  Yes. 

9.  What  did  you  hear  was  the  cause  of  the  massacre? 

Answer.  I  heard  afterwards ;  because  the  emigrant  party  poisoned 
the  spring  or  some  cattle  at  Corn  creek. 

10.  What  was  your  own  opinion  of  the  cause? 

Answer.  I  thought  there  must  have  been  some  fuss  with  the  Indians 
along  the  road  somewhere.  I  heard  that  the  emigrant  party  had 
poisoned  a  spring  at  Corn  creek. 

11.  What  became  of  the  property? 

Answer.  The  Indians  drove  all  the  cattle  and  horses  away.  I  heard 
they  burned  the  wagons  where  they  were  camped. 

12.  What  was  donewith  the  children  immediately  after  the  massacre? 
Answer.  I  heard  the  Indians  took  them  to  Cedar  City.     I  also  saw 

the  Indians  drive  some  cattle  towards  Cedar  City. 

13.  Did  you  ever  see  any  of  the  property  in  the  possession  of  whites? 
Answer.  No. 

14.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  one  talk  about  the  property? 
Answer.  No. 

15.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  one  escaping  from  the  fight  or  massacre? 
Answer.  I  heard  of  one ;  and  he  was  afterwards  killed  at  the  Muddy 

or  Los  Vagos  river. 

This  is  part  of  the  statement  of  D.  Tulis,  made  to  me  in  presence  of 
William  H.  Rodgers,  April  13  last,  while  on  my  trip  to  Santa  Clara. 
He  was  traveling  with  us  from  Painter  Creek. 

I  will  give  you  a  few  extracts  from  the  statements  by  Alfred,  who  is 
a  civilized  Shoshonee  Indian,  raised  by  Mr.  Jacob  Hamblin,  and  was 
then  and  is  still  living  with  him.     Alfred  says : 

''I  saw  the  company  passing  our  house  about  sun  down.     It  was  a 
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large  company.  They  camped  at  the  spring  in  the  other  end  of  the 
valley.  A  day  or  two  after  passing  our  house,  I  heard  firing  when  in 
bed  ;  it  continued  all  day  four  days. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  go  there? 

Answer.  I  had  not  time  ;  I  was  attending  to  the  sheep.  The  time 
they  were  killed,  I  was  about  a  mile  from  them.  I  saw  some  Indians 
killing  them.  They  shot  some  with  arrows  and  guns,  and  others  were 
killed  with  clubs.  I  talked  with  some  of  the  Indians  (the  day  thej 
were  killed  ;)  they  were  mad  and  I  was  afraid  to  talk  much  to  them. 
Some  of  the  Indians,  during  the  four  or  five  days  firings  rode  to  and 
fro  towards  Painter  Creek  settlement,  about  ten  miles  east  of  the 
Mountain  Meadow  valley  ;  they  were  riding  over  the  hills,  and  riding 
very  fast. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not,  during  the  four  or  five  days  firing, 
notify  the  people  of  Fainter  Creek  and  Cedar  City  of  the  fight? 

Answer.  I  told  Mr.  Tulis  and  those  at  the  house,  when  I  came  in  from 
herding,  about  the  Indians  fighting  the  emigrants.  Mr.  Tulis  told 
me  to  mind  my  business  and  attend  to  my  herding.  I  saw  the  Indians 
killing  the  whites. 

Question.  How  did  the  emigrants  get  out  of  the  corral  ? 

Answer.  They  thought  the  Indians  had  all  left,  and  then  they 
started  out  and  were  coming  to  our  house,  and  when  they  were  about 
a  mile  from  the  wagons,  the  Indians  who  were  hid  behind  oak  brush 
and  sage  fell  on  them.  I  went  to  the  place  the  same  day  and  saw  the 
dead  lying  about.  Some  were  stript  and  some  were  dressed.  The 
Indians  were  mad,  scolding  and  quarrelling.  I  saw  the  children  going 
past  our  house.  (Mr.  Hamblin's.)  All  the  children  stopped  at  our 
nouse. 

Question.  Who  brought  the  children  to  Mr.  Hamblin's  house? 

Answer.  Mr.  David  Tulis  brought  them  all  to  our  house  in  a  wagon 
about  dark,  the  same  evening  of  the  day  of  the  massacre. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Jacob  Hamblin  at  home  when  the  company 
arrived  in  the  valley  and  the  day  of  the  massacre  ? 

Answer.  He  left  home  several  weeks  before  the  company  arrived, 
and  returned  several  days  after  the  massacre. 

These  persons  lived  at  Mr.  Hamblin's,  and  within  three  and  a  half 
miles  of  the  spot  where  the  killing  was  done  ;  yet  neither  were  there, 
if  one  is  to  believe  them« 

I  conclude  from  the  most  reliable  information  that  the  company 
promiscuously  camped  near  the  spring,  intending  to  remain  some  days 
to  recruit  the  stock,  preparatory  to  crossing  the  several  deserts  before 
reaching  California.  They  had  no  apprehension  of  serious  danger 
when  they  first  reached  the  valley,  and  for  several  days  afterwards,  or 
from  Friday  until  Monday  morning.  The  company  then  corraled  the 
wagons  and  made  a  protective  fort,  by  filling  with  earth  the  space 
under  the  wagons.     I  saw  the  evidences  of  this  last  April. 

The  Indians  got  into  a  state  of  tremendous  excitement,  through 
misrepresentations  of  the  foulest  character,  about  the  supposed  poison- 
ing at  Corn  Creek. 

The  Peyute  Indians,  inhabiting  the  southern  portion  of  this  Terri- 
tory are  divided  into  ten  bands,  roaming  from  Beaver  valley  to  the 
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Califomialine,  and  have  received  and  are  receiving  considerable  assistance 
from  the  wliites.  Most  of  the  Indians  from  the  several  bands,  adjacent 
to  the  Mountain  Meadow  valley,  were  concentrated  at  or  near  the  valley. 
These  Indians  received  their  instructions  from  white  men.  In  pur- 
suance to  arrangements^  the  first  attack  was  made  on  the  unfortunate 
company  by  Indians  on  Monday  morning,  and  continued  daily  until 
Friday  morning,  September  9.    The  camp  was  surrounded  continually, 

Sreventing  any  one  from  leaving  the  corral  without  hazarding  life, 
uring  five  or  six  days. 
It  is  impossible  to  comprehend  the  immense  suffering.  On  the 
fatal  morning  two  wagons  approached  the  corral,  and  several  whites 
effected  a  compromise,  the  emigrants  giving  up  all  their  arms,  with 
the  assurance  that  the  lives  of  all  should  be  saved  and  conduct^  back 
in  safety  to  Cedar  City.  The  company  started  under  the  care  and 
direction  of  white  men  ;  the  wounded,  old  women,  and  children  were 
taken  in  the  two  wagons.  They  proceeded  about  one  and  a  half  mile 
toward  Cedar,  when  suddenly,  and  in  obedience  to  a  signal,  the  work 
of  death  commenced.  The  murderers  were  secreted  in  a  few  acres  of 
oak  brush  and  sage,  the  only  thing  of  the  kind  I  saw  in  the  valley. 
My  impression  is  that  from  one  hundred  and  fifteen  to  one  hundred 
and  twenty  were  there  murdered.  Several  escaped ;  only  three  got 
out  of  the  valley  ;  two  of  whom  were  soon  overtaken  and  shot  down. 
One  adult  got  as  far  as  the  Muddy,  and  was  returning  with  two 

Ersons  from  California ;   but  he  was  also  overtaken  and  shot  by 
dians. 

From  the  evidence  in  my  possession,  I  am  justified  in  the  declaration 
that  this  massacre  was  concocted  by  white  men  and  consummated  by 
whites  and  Indians.  The  names  of  many  of  the  whites  engaged  in 
this  terrible  affair  have  already  been  given  to  the  proper  legal 
authorities. 

I  will  in  due  time  take  the  necessary  steps  for  the  recovery  of  the 
property,  which  was  sold  and  divided  among  certain  parties. 

The  seventeen  little  children,  all  that  1  can  learn  of,  were  taken 
after  the  massacre  to  Mr.  Hamblin's  house  by  John  D.  Lee,  David 
Tulis,  and  others,  in  a  wagon,  either  the  same  evening  or  the  following 
morning.  The  children  were  sold  out  to  different  persons  in  Cedar 
City,  Harmony,  and  Painter  Creek.  Bills  are  now  in  my  possession 
from  different  individuals,  asking  payment  from  the  government.  I 
cannot  condescend  to  become  the  medium  of  even  transmitting  such 
claims  to  the  department. 

I  feel  confident  that  the  children  were  well  cared  for  whilst  in  the 
hands  of  these  people.  I  found  them  happy  and  contented,  except 
those  who  were  sick. 

Below  is  a  list  of  the  children  recovered  by  me  and  brought  to  this 
city,  fifteen  of  whom  are  now  en  route  to  Arkansas,  and  two  detained 
to  give  evidence : 

John  Calvin  Sorel ;  Lewis  and  Mary  Sorel ;  Ambrose  Miram,  and 
William  Taggit;  Frances  Horn;  Angeline,  Annie,  and  Sophronia  or 
Mary  Huff;  Ephraim  W.  Huff;  Charles  and  Annie  Francher;  Betsey 
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and  Jane  Baker ;  Rebecca,  Louisa,  and  Sarah  Dunlap ;  William  (Welch) 
Baker. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  FORNEY, 
Supt.  Indian  Affairs  UtaJi  Territory. 
Hon.  A.  B.  Greenwood, 

Com,  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Department  of  the  Interior, 
Office  Indian  Affairs,  August  15,  1859. 

Sir  :  From  information  just  received  from  Robert  B.  Jarvis,  Esq., 
late  Indian  agent,  in  Utah  Territory,  I  learn  that  the  children, 
rescued  from  the  Indians  in  that  Territory,  and  who  are  survivors  of 
the  massacre  at  Mountain  Meadow,  in  1857,  will  not  probably  reach 
Leavenworth  City  until  sometime  between  the  1st  and  5th  September 
proximo.     Mr.  Jarvis  accompanied  them  as  far  as  Fort  Laramie. 

You  are  thus  informed,  in  order  that  you  may  not  be  disappointed 
by  any  delay  to  which  you  may  be  subjected,  after  reaching  Leaven- 
worth City,  by  the  non-arrival  of  the  party  in  charge  of  the  children. 

In  this  connection,  I  would  remark  that  Mr.  Jarvis  has  furnished 
this  oflSce  with  a  list  of  articles,  received  from  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Indian  Affairs,  Utah  Territory,  and  which  he  has  turned  over  to 
the  proper  officer  of  the  expedition  ;  and  I  inclose  a  copy  thereof,  in 
order  that  you  may,  upon  the  arrival  of  the  children,  be  enabled  to 
designate  such  articles  or  utensils  as  may  have  been  consumed,  lost,  or 
destroyed,  and  upon  the  remainder  being  delivered  to  you,  you  should 
give  duplicate  receipts  for  the  same,  one  of  which  is  to  be  forwarded  to 
this  office,  the  other  to  be  retained  by  the  officer  now  having  them  in 
charge,  to  whom  Mr.  Jarvis  has  stated  he  will  write,  requesting  him 
to  turn  over  the  articles  to  you  upon  your  application  for  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  GREENWOOD, 

CommissumeT, 

WiLLUM  C.  Mitchell,  Esq., 

Special  Agent,  dec. 

Care  of  Smoot,  Russell  &  Co.,  Leavenworth  City,  Kansas  Territory. 


Camp  Floyd,  Utah  Territory,  August  18,  1859. 

Sir  :  Inclosed  herewith  you  will  find  an  affidavit  of  Captain  Lynch 
and  others,  in  relation  to  the  massacre  at  the  Mountain  Meadows.  This 
affidavit  I  have  been  permitted  to  forward  to  you  for  your  information 
in  relation  to  the  sad  affair  of  which  it  treats.  One  thing  I  think  you 
may  regard  as  certain,  that  is,  that  these  children  never  were  in  the 
hands  of  Indians.  Were  never  purchased  of  any  one,  but  were  par- 
celed out  among  the  murderers,  and  that  Dr.  Forney  and  Hamblin 
knew  it. 
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This  affidavit  may  also  be  useful  to  the  administration  in  explaining 
the  differences  existing  among  federal  appointees  in  Utah. 

I  assure  you,  sir,  that  it  affords  me  no  pleasure  to  give  you  this  in- 
formation, I  do  so  only  under  a  strong  sense  of  duty. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  R.  ECKELS. 
Hon.  Sbcrbtary  op  Interior, 

Note. — I  am  informed  that  Captain  Lynch  has  chosen  to  make  a 
copy  of  these  affidavits  public. 

D.  R.  ECKELS. 


Utah  Territory,  Cedar  County,  as: 

James  Lynch^  of  lawful  age,  being  first  duly  sworn,  states  on  oath, 
that  he  was  one  the  party  who  accompanied  Dr.  Jacob  Forney,  super- 
intendent of  Indian  affairs,  in  an  expedition  to  the  Mountain  Meadows, 
Santa  Clara,  &c. ,  in  the  months  of  March  and  April  last,  when  we  re- 
ceived sixteen  children,  sole  survivors  of  the  wholesale  massacre  per- 
petrated at  the  former  place  in  the  month  of  September  1857.  The 
children  when  we  first  saw  them  were  in  a  most  wretched  and  deplo- 
rable condition ;  with  little  or  no  clothing,  covered  with  fiUh  and  dirty 
they  presented  a  sight  heart-rending  and  miserable  in  the  extreme. 
The  scene  of  the  fearful  murder  still  bears  evidence  of  the  atrocious 
crime,  charged  by  the  Mormons  and  their  friends  to  have  been  perpe- 
trated by  Indians,  but  really  by  Mormons  disguised  as  Indians,  who, 
in  their  headlong  zeal,  bigotry,  and  fanaticism,  deemed  this  a  favorable 
opportunity  of  at  once  wreaking  their  vengeance  on  the  hated  people 
of  Arkansas,  and  of  making  another  of  those  iniquitous  ^' blood  offer- 
ings" to  God,  so  often  recommended  by  Brigham  Young  and  their  other 
leaders.  For  more  than  two  square  miles  the  ground  is  strewn  with 
the  skull  bones  and  other  remains  of  the  victims.  In  places  the  water 
has  washed  many  of  these  remains  together,  forming  little  mounds, 
raising  monuments  as  it  were  to  the  cruelty  of  man  to  his  fellow  man. 
Here  and  there  may  be  found  the  remains  of  an  innocent  infant  beside 
those  of  some  fond,  devoted  mother,  ruthlessly  slain  by  men  worse  than 
demons;  their  bones  lie  bleaching  in  the  noon-day  sun,  a  mute  but  an 
eloquent  appeal  to  a  just  but  offended  God  for  vengeance.  I  have  wit- 
nessed many  harrowing  sights  on  the  fields  of  battle,  but  never  did  my 
heart  thrill  with  such  horrible  emotions,  as  when  standing  on  that 
silent  plain  contemplating  the  remains  of  the  innocent  victims  of  Mor- 
mon avarice,  fanaticism,  and  cruelty. 

Many  of  these  remains  are  now  in  possession  of  a  Mr.  Bodgers,  a 
gentleman  who  accompanied  us  upon  the  expedition.  Why  were  not 
these  remains  interred,  if  not  in  a  Christian-like  and  proper  manner, 
at  least  covered  from  the  sight?  But  no,  the  hatred  of  their  murderers 
extended  to  them  after  tljeir  death.  There  they  lay,  a  prey  to  the 
famished  wolves  that  run  howling  over  the  desolate  plains  to  the  un- 
looked-for feast,  food  for  the  croaking  raven  that  through  the  tainted 
air  with  swift  wing  wended  their  way  to  revel  in  their  banquet  of 
blood. 

Ex.  Doc.  42 6 
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I  inquired  of  Jacob  Hamlin,  who  is  a  high  church  dignitary,  why 
these  remains  were  not  buried  at  some  time  subsequent  to  the  murder. 
He  said  the  bodies  were  so  much  decomposed  that  it  was  impossible  to 
inter  them.  No  longer  let  us  boast  of  our  citizenship,  freedom,  or 
civilization.  Here  was  one  hundred  and  forty  poor,  harmless  emi- 
grants to  California  butchered  in  cold  blood,  by  white  men,  too,  with 
attending  circumstances  far  exceeding  anything  in  cruelty  that  we 
have  ever  heard  of  or  read  of  being  perpetrated,  even  by  savages.  It 
is  now  high  time  that  the  actors  and  instigators  of  this  dreadful  crime 
should  be  brought  to  condign  punishment.  For  years  these  Mormons 
have  possessed  an  immunity  from  punishment,  or  a  sort  of  privilege 
for  committing  crimes  of  this  nature,  but  soon,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  a  new 
state  of  things  must  dawn — retribution  must  come — vengeance  must  be 
had,  civilization,  humanity,  and  Christianity  call  for  it,  and  the  Ameri- 
can people  must  have  it.  Blood  may  be  shed,  difficulties  may  be  en- 
countered, but  just  as  sure  as  there  is  a  sun  at  noon-day,  retribution 
will  yet  overtake  the  guilty  wretches,  their  aiders,  abetters,  whether 
open  w  hidden  under  disguise  of  government  employment, 

John  D.  Lee,  a  Mormon  president,  has  knowledge  of  the  where- 
abouts of  much  of  the  property  taken  from  these  ill-fated  emigrants, 
and,  if  I  am  not  misinformed,  in  possession  of  a  large  quantity  of  it 
Why  not  make  him  disgorge  this  ill-gotten  plunder,  and  disclose  the 
amount  escheated  to  and  sold  out  by  the  Mormon  Church  as  its  share 
of  the  blood  of  helpless  victims?  When  he  enters  into  a  league  with 
hell  and  a  covenant  with  death,  he  should  not  be  allowed  to  make 
feasts  and  entertain  government  officials  at  his  table  as  he  did  Dr. 
Jacob  Forney,  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  while  the  rest  of  his 
party  refused,  in  his  hearing  and  that  of  Lee,  to  share  the  hospitality 
of  this  notoriovs  murderer — this  scourge  op  the  desert.  This  man  Lee 
does  not  deny,  but  admits  that  he  was  present  at  the  massacre,  but 
pretends  that  he  was  there  to  prevent  bloodshed ;  but  positive  evidence 
implicates  him  as  the  leader  of  the  murderers  too  deeply  for  denial. 
The  children  point  him  out  as  one  of  them  that  did  the  bloody  work. 
He  and  other  whit-e  men  had  these  children,  and  they  never  were  in 
the  hands  of  the  Indians,  but  in  those  who  murdered  them,  and  Jacob 
Hamlin  and  Jacob  Forney  know  it.  The  children  pointed  out  to  us 
the  dresses  and  jewelry  of  their  mothers  and  sisters  that  now  grace  the 
angelic  forms  of  these  murderers'  women  and  children.  Verily  it 
would  seem  that  men  and  women  alike  combined  in  this  wholesale 
slaughter. 

This  ill-fated  train  consisted  of  eighteen  wagons,  eight  hundred  and 
twenty  head  of  cattle,  household  goods  to  a  large  amount,  besides 
money,  estimated  at  eighty  or  ninety  thousand  dollars,  the  greater 

Eart  of  which,  it  is  believed,  now  makes  rich  the  harems  of  this  John 
K  Lee.  Of  this  train  a  man,  whose  name  is  ufiknown,  fortunately 
escaped  at  the  time  of  the  massacre  to  Vegas,  one  hundred  miles 
distant  from  the  scene  of  blood,  on  the  California  road.  He  was  fol- 
lowed by  five  Mormons  who,  through  promises  of  safety,  &c.,  prevailed 
upon  him  to  begin  his  return  to  Mountain  Meadows,  and,  contrary  to 
their  promises  and  his  just  expectation,  they  inhumanly  butchered 
him^  laughing  at  and  disregarding  his  loud  and  repeated  cries  for 
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mercy ;  as  witnessed  and  told  by  Ira  Hatch,  one  of  the  five.  The  object 
in  killing  this  man  was  to  leave  no  witness  competent  to  give  testi- 
mony in  a  court  of  justice  but  God,  whose  ways  are  inscrutable,  has 
thought  proper,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  '*  babes  and  suck- 
lings" recovered  by  us,  to  bring  to  light  this  most  horrible  tragedy,  and 
make  known  its  barbarous  and  inhuman  perpetrators. 

Already  a  step  has  been  taken  by  Judge  Cradlebaugh  in  the  right 
direction^  of  which  we  see  the  evidence  in  the  flight  of  presidents^ 
bishops,  and  elders  to  the  mountains,  to  escape  the  just  penalty  of  the 
law  for  their  crimes.  If  the  vengeance  of  the  Lord  is  slow,  it  is  equally 
grire.  The  Mormons,  who  know  better,  have  reported  that  the  prin- 
cipals and,  in  fact,  all  the  actors  in  this  fearful  massacre,  were  Indian 
savages  ;  but  subsequent  events  have  thrown  sufficient  light  upon  this 
mystery  to  fix  the  foul  blot  indelibly  upon  the  Mormon  escutdieon. 
Many  of  the  leaders  are  well  known.  John  D.  Lee  was  the  com- 
mander-in-chief. President  Haight  and  Bishop  Smith,  of  Cedar  City, 
and,  besides  these,  one  hundred  actors  and  accomplices,  are  known  to 
Judge  Cradlebaugh  and  Dr.  Forney.  Some  of  those  implicated  are 
and  nave  been  in  the  confidence  and  under  employment  of  the  super- 
intendent of  Indian  affairs.  Bishop  Hamlin,  for  instance,  who  is  em- 
ployed by  Dr.  Forney  among  the  Indians  down  south,  who  knows  all 
the  facts,  but  refuses  to  disclose  them,  who  falsely  reported  to  Dr. 
Forney  that  the  children  we  brought  away  were  recovered  by  him  from 

Eersons  who  had  bought  them  from  Indians,  and  who  knew  that  what 
e  reported  was  false,  and  was  so  done  to  cheat  the  government  out  of 
money  to  again  reward  the  guilty  wretches  for  their  inhuman  butch- 
eries. It  is  pretended  that  this  man  is  friendly  towards  the  United 
States  government ;  yet  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  he  screened  some 
of  these  murderers  about  his  house  from  justice,  among  whom  are  an 
Indian  named  George,  and  a  white  man  by  the  name  of  Tillis,  recog- 
nized by  one  of  these  children — a  little  girl  eight  years  old,  who  has 
been  sent  off  to  the  States  by  Dr.  Forney — ^as  the  man  who  killed  her 
mother. 

Hamlin  cannot  be  a  Mormon  bishop  and  a  friend  of  the  United  States, 
at  least,  where  Mormons  or  Mormoniam  is  concerned.  His  creed  and 
oaths  forbid  it,  and  lie  could  not,  if  he  would,  with  safety  to  himself, 
do  it.  Then,  why  not  out  with  him?  Dr.  Forney  can  find  another 
and  more  trustworthy  agent  than  he.  Why,  then,  keep  and  patronize 
the  abettor  of  crime  ? 

Before  I  close,  my  duty  to  my  country  calls  upon  me  to  state  to  the 
public  the  course  of  Dr.  Forney  to  engender  in  the  minds  of  the  Mor- 
mons feelings  of  antipathy  and  opposition  to  the  judiciary,  and  the 
many  obligations  which  he  violated  and  promises  which  he  disregarded 
during  this  trip. 

I  left  Camp  Floyd  in  March  last,  in  charge  of  thirty-nine  men, 
nnigrating  to  Arizona.  About  the  27th  of  that  month  we  came  up 
with  Dr.  Forney,  at  Beaver  City,  who  there  informed  me  that  he  was 
sn  route  to  the  scene  of  the  Mountain  Meadow  massacre  and  Santa 
Clara,  to  procure  evidence  in  relation  thereto,  and  to  secure  the  sur- 
v^iving  children.  He  informed  me  that  all  his  men  had  left  him,  being 
Mormons,  and  who,  before  leaving,  had  informed  him  (Foin^^'^  \Xi^ 
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if  he  went  down  south  the  people  down  there  would  make  an  eunuch 
of  him,  and  asked  us  for  aia  and  assistance.  I  cheerfully  placed  the 
whole  party  at  his  command,  telling  him  that  he  had  started  upon  an 
errand  of  mercy,  and  it  was  strange  that  he  should  have  employed 
Mormons,  the  very  confederates  of  these  monsters,  who  had  so  wan- 
tonly murdered  unoffending  emigrants,  to  ferret  out  the  guilty  parties. 

He  was  left  without  a  man,  and  we  found  him  guarding  his  mules 
and  wagons.  He  requested  two  of  the  men  of  my  party  (Thomas 
Dunn  and  John  Lofink)  to  return  to  Great  Salt  Lake  City  with  him, 
promising  to  give  them  employment  during  the  following  summer  and 
the  winter.  They  consented  to  abandon  their  trip  to  Arizona  upon 
these  terms,  and  returned  with  the  Doctor;  and,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
that  he  violated  his  plighted  faith  and  his  solemn  contract,  on  reach- 
ing the  city,  by  immediately  discharging  them,  without  cause,  and 
hiring  Mormons  to  take  their  place,  as,  I  am  informed,  has  been  his 
custom  since  he  came  into  the  valley. 

I  was  with  Dr.  Forney  from  the  time  I  joined  him  until  he  returned 
to  the  city  of  Salt  Lake,  having  voluntarily  abandoned  my  expedition 
to  Arizona  to  aid  in  his  humane  enterprise,  and  during  the  trip  I  re- 
peatedly heard  him  tell  the  Mormons  '^  that  they  need  not  fear  Judge 
Cradlebaugh,"  (whose  disclosures  and  energy  had  created  some  alarm;) 
"that  he  (Forney)  would  have  him  removed  from  office;  that  the 
Mormons  (murderers  and  all)  were  all  included  in  the  President's 
proclamation  and  pardon,  and  would  not  be  tried  or  punished  for  any 
offense  whatever  committed  prior  to  the  issuing  of  the  pardon ;  that 
Judge  Cradlebaugh  was  not  a  fit  man  for  office."  In  fact,  abusing 
and  slandering  the  judge  in  unmeasured  terms,  no  language  being  too 
low  or  filthy  to  apply  to  him.  I  could  arrive  at  no  other  conclusion, 
from  his  conduct,  than  that  the  Doctor  desired  to  influence  the  mind 
of  the  Mormons  against  the  judiciary,  and  that  he  cared  more  to  create 
a  prejudice  against  Judge  Cradlebaugh's  course  in  attempting  to  bring 
these  murders  to  light,  than  he  did  to  elicit  the  truth  relative  to  the 
murders,  and  that  he  was  only  following  out  his  instructions  from  the 
general  government  in  going  after  the  children,  while  he  was  availing 
himself  of  the  journey  to  make  a  pilgrimage  to  the  south  settlements 
to  abuse  and  traduce  Judge  Cradlebaugh,  and  arouse  a  feeling  of  re- 
sistance to  his  authority  among  the  guilty  murderers. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Doctor  has  manifested  so  hostile  a 
feeling  to  his  associate  federal  officers,  and  that  the  course  of  the 
ludges,  and  especially  that  of  Judge  Cradlebaugh,  has  to  be  criticised 
by  such  a  man  as  Jacob  Forney^  a  more  veritable  old  granny  than 
whom,  in  my  opinion, never  held  official  position  in  this  country;  and 
in  this  opinion  I  am  borne  out  by  the  concurrent  opinions  of  nearly 
all  the  Gentile  population  in  Utah,  who  know  him,  as  well  as  by  many 
of  the  Mormon  people.     I  now  reside  in  Cedar  county,  Utah  Territory. 

JAMES  LYNCH. 

James  Lynch,  being  duly  sworn,  states  on  oath  that  all  the  material 
facts  stated  by  him  in  the  foregoing  affidavit,  so  far  as  he  states  the 
same  as  of  his  own  knowledge,  are  true,  and  so  far  as  he  states  the 
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same  as  from  information  derived  from  others,  as  also  the  conclusions 
drawn  from  the  same,  he  believes  to  be  true,  and  further  saith  not. 

JAMES  LYNCH. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  July  27, 1859. 

p.  R.  ECKELS, 
Chief  Justice  of  Supreme  Court. 


The  undersigned  state  on  oath,  that  the  foregoing  affidavit  has  been 
carefully  read  to  them ;  that  they  are  the  identical  persons  named 
in  it  as  having  been  employed  by  Dr.  Jacob  Forney  to  return  with  him 
to  Salt  Lake  City ;  that  they  went  from  Beaver  City  with  said  Forney 
south,  and  back  again,  and  that  we  fully  concur  in  the  statement 
made  by  James  Lynch,  Esq.,  in  the  foregoing  affidavit,  as  to  what  we 
saw  and  heard  on  the  trip,  and  the  conduct  of  Dr.  Forney,  superin- 
tendent of  Indian  affairs,  and  frirther  say  not. 

THOMAS  DUNN. 

JOHN  LOFINK. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  July  2T,  1859. 

D.  R.  ECKELS, 
Chi^  Justice  of  Supreme  Court, 


fTelegraphie  dispatch.] 


Fort  Leavenworth,  August  25. 

Fifteen  Mountain  Meadow  children  arrived  this  morning  from  Utah. 
No  arrangements  have  been  made  and  no  one  is  here  to  receive  them. 
What  shall  I  do  with  them?  The  Foster  children  have  been  delivered 
to  their  friends. 

STEWART  VAN  VLIET. 
General  S.  Jbsup, 

Quartermaster  General^  Washington. 


[Telegraphic  dispatch.] 

Leavenworth,  August  25. 

William  C.  Mitchell,  of 'Arkfmsas,  received  the  children  of  Mountain 
Meadow  massacre. 

WM.  C.  MITCHELL, 

Special  Agent. 
A.  B.  GKEEinfooD, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs^  Washington. 
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Departbcbnt  of  the  Interior, 
Office  Indian  Affairs y  September  1,  1859. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  25th  July  last,  inclosing  the  accounts  for 
expenses  incurred  in  recovering,  maintaining,  and  finally  sending  to 
Fort  Leavenworth  the  children  surviving  the  Mountain  Meadow  maa- 
sacre  has  heen  received,  and  as  soon  as  the  accounts  are  examined  yon 
will  be  informed  of  the  result. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  B.  GREENWOOD, 

Ccnnfnissicner, 
J.  Forney,  Esq.,  Superintendent  Indian  Affairs j 

Great  Salt  Lake  Citj/y  Utah  Territory. 


Department  of  tee  Interior, 
Office  Indian  Affairs^  September  7^  1859. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  August  (no 
date)  last,  containing  a  fuller  account  than  heretofore  given  of  the 
Mountain  Meadow  massacre  and  of  the  children  saved  therefrom. 
Very  respectfully,  your  ohedient  servant, 

A.  B.  GREENWOOD, 

Commissioner. 
J.  Forney,  Esq.,  Superintendent  Indian  Affairs, 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  Territory. 


Superintendent's  Office,  Utah, 
Greai  Salt  Lake  Cityy  September  22,  1859. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  dated  July  2,  in  which  you  request  me  to  ascer- 
tain the  names  of  white  men,  if  any,  implicated  in  the  Mountain 
Meadow  massacre,  reached  me  several  weeKs  since,  ahout  300  miles 
west  of  this  city. 

I  gave  several  months  ago  to  the  Attorney  General  and  several  of 
the  United  States  judges  the  names  of  those  who  I  believed  were  not 
only  implicated,  but  the  hell-deserving  scoundrels  who  concocted  and 
brought  to  a  successful  termination  the  whole  affair. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  persons  the  most  guilty :  Isaac 
T.  Haight,  Cedar  City,  president  of  several  settlements  south ;  Bishop 
Smith,  Cedar  City;  John  D.  Lee,  Harmony;  John  M.  Higby,  Cedar 
City;  Bishop  Davis,  David  TuUis,  Santa  Clara;  Ira  Hatch,  Santa 
Clara.  These  were  the  cause  of  the  massacre^  aided  by  others.  It  is 
to  be  regretted  that  nothing  has  yet  been  accomplished  towards  bring- 
ing these  murderers  to  justice.  I  could,  perhaps,  give  some  reasons 
for  this.  In  the  first  place,  no  well-directed  effort  has  been  made  to 
catch  them.  Second.  The  names  of  the  guilty  were  paraded  in  the 
newspaper  published  here,  called  the  Valley  Tan.  And  in  fact  the 
names  were  made  public  by  a  judge  and  others,  and  all  this  before  an 
attempt  was  made  to  catch  them. 
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I  am  aware  that  certain  parties  here  who  talk  loudest  did  not  make 
a  proper  eflfort  to  bring  to  trial  the  Mountain  Meadow  offenders,  by 
refusing  to  hold  court  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  the  parties  and 
witnesses ;  said  court  refused  to  accept  the  services  of  the  territorial 
marshal  who  proposed  to  apprehend  the  supposed  guilty,  and  refused 
fifteen  hundred  dollars,  which  were  offered  by  Hon.  William  H. 
Hooper,  delegate  to  Congress  from  Utah,  to  aid  in  defraying  the  ex- 
penses ;  and  I  had  the  assurance  of  several  leading  Mormons  that  the 
supposed  guilty  should  be  arrested,  and  I  had  no  reason  to  doubt  their 
sincerity. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  FORNEY, 
Superintendent  Indian  Jffairs,  Utah  Territory. 

Hon.  A.  B.  Greenwood, 

Commissioner  Indian  Affairs^  Washington,  D,  C. 


Extract  from  Superintendent  Forney's  annual  report,  of  September  29, 

1859. 

MOUNTAIN  MEADOW   MAisSACRE. 

A  company  of  emigrants  from  Arkansas,  emigrating  to  California, 
arrived  and  camped  at  a  spring  in  the  west  end  of  Mountain  Meadow 
Talley  on  the  3d  or  4th  September,  185T.  On  the  9th  of  said  month, 
and  near  the  said  spring,  one  hundred  and  fifteen  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty  were  inhumanly  massacred.  The  lives  of  seventeen  children 
were  spared,  who  were  from  two  months  to  seven  years  old.  This 
mifesacre  was  brought  to  my  official  notice  by  a  letter  from  the  Hon. 
C.  E.  Mix,  received  June,  1858,  instructing  me  to  make  inquiry,  and 
recover,  if  possible,  certain  children,  who,  it  was  supposed,  were  saved 
from  the  massacre  and  were  supposed  to  be  living  with  Mormons  and 
Indians.  Sixteen  of  the  surviving  children  were  collected  in  July, 
1858,  and  were  placed  in  a  respectable  family  in  Santa  Clara,  three 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  south  of  this  city,  and  were  provided  for  by 
my  directions.  The  seventeenth  child  was  recovered  last  Aprik  None 
of  the  children  were  claimed  by  or  were  living  with  or  among  the  In- 
dians. They  were  taken  from  the  field  of  slaughter  the  evening  of 
the  day  their  friends  were  killed,  and  conveyed  in  a  wagon  to  Mr. 
Hamblin's  house,  in  the  east  end  of  the  valley,  by  John  D.  Lee  and 
Daniel  TuUis,  and  perhaps  others.  The  following  day  the  children 
were  divided  out  and  placed  in  different  Mormon  families  in  Cedar 
City,  Harmony,  Santa  Clara,  &c.,  from  whence  they  were  collected  in 
pursuance  of  my  directions.  A  massacre  of  such  unparalleled  magni- 
tude on  American  soil  must  sooner  or  later  demand  thorough  inves- 
tigation. I  have  availed  myself  during  the  last  twelve  months  of 
every  opportunity  to  obtain  reliable  information  about  the  said  emi- 
grant company,  and  the  alleged  causes  of  and  circumstances  which  led 
to  their  treacherous  sacrifice. 

Mormons  have  been  accused  of  aiding  the  Indians  in  the  commis- 
sion of  this  crime.     I  commenced  my  inquiries  without  ^reyidvcfc  ot 


88  1IASSACB9  AT  MOUNTAIK  MJBA0OWSL 

selfish  motive,  and  with  a  hope  that,  in  the  progress  of  my  inquiries, 
£Eu;ts  would  enable  me  to  exculpate  all  white  men  from  any  participar 
tion  in  this  tragedy,  and  saddle  the  guilt  exclusively  upon  the  Indians; 
but,  unfortunately,  every  step  in  my  inquiries  satisfied  me  that  tiie 
Indians  acted  only  a  secondary  part.  Conflicting  statements  were 
made  to  me  of  the  behavior  of  this  emigrant  company,  while  traveling 
through  the  Territory.  I  have  accordingly  deemed  it  a  matter  of 
material  importance  to  make  a  strict  inquiry  to  obtain  reliable  infor- 
mation on  this  subject ;  not  that  bad  conduct  on  their  part  could  in 
any  degree  palliate  the  enormity  of  the  crime,  or  be  regarded  as  any 
extenuation.  My  object  was  common  justice  to  the  surviving  orphans. 
The  result  of  my  incj^uiries  enables  me  to  say  that  the  company  con- 
ducted themselves  with  propriety.  They  were  camped  several  days  at 
C!orn  creek,  Fillmore  valley,  adjacent  to  one  of  our  Indian  farms. 

Persons  have  informed  me  that,  whilst  there  encamped,  they  poi- 
soned a  large  spring  with  arsenic  and  the  meat  of  a  dead  ox  with 
strichnine.  This  ox  died,  unquestionably,  from  eating  a  poisonous 
weed,  which  grows  in  most  of  the  valleys  here.  Persons  in  the  south- 
ern part  of  the  Territory  told  me  last  spring,  when  on  a  southern  trip, 
that  from  fifteen  to  twenty  Pah-vant  Indians  (of  those  on  Corn  Creek 
feirm)  died  from  drinking  the  water  of  the  poisoned  sprine  and  eatine 
of  the  poisoned  meat.  Other  equally  unreasonable  stones  were  told 
me  about  these  unfortunate  people. 

That  an  emigrant  company,  as  respectable  as  I  believe  this  was, 
would  carry  along  several  pounds  of  arsenic  iind  strichnine,  appar* 
ently  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  poison  cattle  and  Indians,  is  too 
improbable  to  be  true.  I  cannot  learn  that  the  Pah-vants  had  any 
difficulty  with  these  people.  The  massacre  took  place  only  about  one 
hundred  miles  south  of  Corn  creek,  and  yet  not  any  of  those  Indians 
were  present.  Bad  white  men  have  magnified  a  natural  cause  to  aid 
ihem  in  exciting  the  southern  Indians,  hoping  that,  by  so  doing,  they 
could  be  relied  upon  to  exterminate  the  said  company  and  escape 
detection  themselves.  Thus^  on  the  Monday  morning  subsequent  to 
the  Friday,  4th  or  5th  of  September,  the  day  they  camped  at  the 
spring,  the  Indians  commenced  firing  upon  them,  and  continued  daily 
until  and  during  the  eighth  day  of  their  encamping,  but  without  ac- 
complishing much.  Several  were  killed,  however,  and  a  few  wounded, 
When  the  company  first  apprehended  an  attack,  they  formed  a  corral 
with  their  wagons,  and  filled  up  with  earth  to  the  wagon  beds,  which 
made  a  protecting  fort.  White  men  were  present  and  directed  the 
Indians.  John  D.  Lee,  of  Harmony,  told  me,  in  his  own  house,  last 
April,  in  presence  of  two  persons,  that  he  was  present  three  successive 
days  during  the  fight,  and  was  present  during  the  fatal  day.  The 
Indians  alone  made  their  last  attack  on  the  8th  of  September.  On 
the  9th.  John  D.  Lee  and  others,  whose  names  I  gave  in  my  letter  of 
the  23a  ultimo,  displayed  a  white  flag,  and  approached  the  corral 
with  two  wagons,  and  had  a  long  interview  with  the  company,  and 

Proposed  a  compromise.  What  there  occurred  has  not  transpired, 
'he  emigrant  company  gave  up  all  their  arms,  with  the  expectation 
that  their  lives  would  be  spared,  and  they  be  conducted  back  to  Pan- 
ther creek  and  Cedar  city.     The  old'  women,  children,  and  wounded 
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were  taken  in  the  wagons^  and  the  company  proceeded  towards  Pan- 
ther creek,  when,  suddenly,  at  a  signal,  the  work  of  death  commenced, 
about  one  and  a  half  miles  from  the  spring,  at  a  place  where  there  was 
about  an  acre  of  scrub-oak  brush.  Here  not  less,  I  think,  than  one 
hundred  and  fifteen  men,  women,  and  children,  were  slaughtered  by 
white  men  and  Indians.  Three  men  got  out  of  the  valley,  two  of 
whom  were  soon  overtaken  and  killed ;  the  other  reached  Muddy  creek, 
over  fifty  miles  off,  and  was  overtaken  and  killed  by  several  Indians 
and  one  white  man. 

Thus  terminated  the  most  extensive  and  atrocious  massacre  recorded 
in  American  history.  Whoever  may  have  been  the  perpetrators  of 
this  horrible  deed,  no  doubt  exists  in  my  mind  that  they  were  influ- 
enced chiefly  by  a  determination  to  acquire  wealth  by  robbery.  It  is 
in  evidence,  from  respectable  sources,  that  material  changes  have  taken 
place  in  the  pecuniary  condition  of  certain  individuals  suspected  of 
complicity  in  this  affair.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  no  well-directed 
effort  has  been  made  to  bring  the  guilty  to  trial  and  punishment.  I 
furnished  to  the  proper  officials  the  names  of  some  of  tne  persons  who, 
I  had  reason  to  suppose,  were  instigators  and  participators  in  this 
unparalleled  massacre,  and  also  with  the  names  of  witnesses. 

It  was  my  intention  to  visit  the  southern  portion  of  the  Territory 
early  last  fall,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  to  this  city  the  surviving 
children ;  but  the  public  interest,  the  safety  of  emigrants  and  of  the 
United  States  mail,  then  carried  on  the  Northern  California  road, 
required  my  presence  among  the  Indians  in  the  Humboldt  valley, 
which  place  I  visited  in  September  and  October,  1868.  Upon  my 
return  nrom  that  region,  the  weather  was  too  inclement  to  travel,  with 
80  many  little  children,  northwardly. 

I  started  as  early  this  spring  as  practicable,  and  arrived  back  with 
tike  children  the  beginning  of  May.  It  is  proper  to  remark  that  when 
I  obtained  the  children  they  were  in  a  better  condition  than  children 
generally  in  the  settlements  in  which  they  lived. 

In  pursuance  of  instructions,  I  started  fifteen  of  the  surviving  chil- 
dren, the  29th  of  last  June,  for  Leavenworth  City,  under  the  general 
supervision  of  Major  Whiting,  United  States  army,  and  special  care 
of  several  females.  When  I  leave  for  the  States,  under  your  authority, 
I  will  take  with  me  the  two  boys,  who,  at  the  time  of  the  massacre, 
were  respectively  six  and  seven  years  old,  and  who  were  detained  here 
by  the  United  States  attorney  general,  in  the  hope  that  important 
hcta  for  testimony  might  be  elicited  from  them. 

It  is  proper,  in  connection  with  the  foregoing,  to  state  that  this  emi- 
grant party,  previous  to  the  massacre,  was  m  possession  of  a  large 
quantity  of  property,  consisting  of  horses,  mules,  oxen,  wagons,  and 
other  valuables,  as  well  as  money,  clothing,  &c.,  not  one  particle  of 
which  has  been  satisfactorily  accounted  for,  and  which,  in  my  opinion, 
was  distributed  among  the  white  inhabitants  who  participated  in  this 
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DuBUQUB,  Arkansas^  October  4,  1869. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  instruction  of  the  23d  July  came  to  hand  the 
9th  of  August.  Ori  the  next  day  I  set  out  on  my  mission  for  Fort 
Leavenworth,  to  receive  the  little  children,  survivors  of  the  Mountain 
Meadow  massacre,  with  a  couple  of  two-horse  wagons  and  a  nurse. 
As  the  probable  time  of  their  arrival  was  between  the  10th  and  15th, 
I  proceeded  on  horseback  and  arrived  at  Fort  Leavenworth  on  the  22d, 
at  which  point  I  received  intelligence  from  the  department  that  the 
children  were  not  expected  at  thisit  point  before  the  Ist  or  5ih  September. 
The  wagons  arrived  on  the  25th.  The  same  day  the  children  arrived 
from  Utah.  The  little  children  were  in  fine  health.  I  received  them, 
fifteen  in  number,  five  boys  and  ten  girls.  They  were  from  the  coun- 
ties of  Carroll,  Johnson,  and  Marion.  The  relations  and  friends  met 
them  at  Carrollton^  Arkansas,  the  place  of  destination,  on  the  15th 
September,  and  took  charge  of  those  unfortunate  children.  They 
enjoyed  fine  health  durine  tne  time  they  were  in  my  charge.  In  con- 
sequence of  protracted  sickness  which  I  have  had,  prevented  me  from 
making  out  my  i'eport  at  ah  earlier  day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  C.  MITCHELL, 

Special  Ageni. 

A.  B.  Greenwood,  Esq., 

Commissioner  Indian  Affairs,  Washington,  D.  C. 


DxjBUQUB,  Arkansas,  October  4,  1869. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  letter  to  me,  stating  to  call  upon  Major 
Whiting  for  the  cooking  utensils,  together  with  the  tent  and  equippage, 
Major  Whiting  wrote  to  Mr.  Lee,  wagon-master,  to  deliver  to  me  all 
the  articles  received  from  Mr.  Jarvis,  belonging  to  the  government,  of 
the  train  that  transported  the  survivors  of  the  Mountain  Meadow  mas- 
sacre. Mr.  Lee  haa  left  the  fort.  I  called  upon  Captain  Van  Pelt  at 
Fort  Leavenworth.  He  sent  a  young  man,  and  he  delivered  me  a  tent 
and  fixtures,  together  with  a  few  cooking  utensils.  I  wanted  to  give 
my  receipt  to  Captain  Van  Pelt  for  them,  and  he  said  they  were  not 
worth  receipting  fdr.  I  sold  them  for  sixty-three  dollars  and  forty 
cents,  which  I  have  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  department.  I  employed 
an  additional  wagon  and  team  for  thirteen  days — Mr.  J.  McDowney. 
I  paid  the  nurses  from  Utah  and  hold  J.  Forney's  (superintendent  of 
Indian  affairs  of  Utah)  obligation,  which  will  be  seen  from  these 
vouchers. 

Yours,  most  respectfully, 

WM.  C.  MITCHELL, 

Special  Agent. 

A.  B.  Greenwood,  Esq., 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washington  City,  D.  C. 
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Department  of  the  Interior, 
Office  Indian  Affairs^  October  6,  1859. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  the  letter  to  you  from  this  office  of  the  13th  of 
July,  wherein  you  were  advised  that  you  had  been  selected  to  proceed 
to  Fort  Leavenworth,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  charge  of  the  children 
who  survived  the  ^*  Mountain  Meadow"  massacre,  and  of  restoring 
them  to  their  friends  and  relatives,  and  to  subsequent  letters  upon  the 
same  subject,  and  fearing,  from  the  lapse  of  time  that  has  occurred 
since  the  office  heard  of  your  departure  from  Leavenworth  with  the 
children,  that  any  report  which  you  may  have  forwarded  has  miscarried, 
I  have  to  request  that  you  will  immediately  upon  reception  of  this 
letter  transmit  a  duplicate  of  such  report,  or  if,  from  any  cause,  you 
have  not  forwarded  a  report,  together  with  your  accounts,  that  you 
will  lose  no  time  in  so  doing,  as  it  is  very  important  that  all  accounts 
connected  with  the  subject  should  be  adjusted. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  E.  MIX, 
Acting  Commissioner. 
William  C.  Mitchell,  Esq., 

Dvbuque^  Marion  County,  Arkansas. 


Fort  Laramie,  November  2,  1859. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  with  nie  John  Calvin  Sorel  and  Ambrose  Miram 
Taggit,  the  two  boys  belonging  to  the  Mountain  Meadow  children,  who 
were  detained  last  summer,  by  request  of  Attorney  General  Wilson, 
to  give  evidence  in  a  trial  against  tne  perpetrators  of  the  massacre. 

General  Wilson  has  since  left  the  Territory,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
there  is  but  a  slender  prospect  of  even  a  court  being  held  soon,  within 
a  sufficiently  reasonable  distance  to  insure  success,  where  the  massacre 
was  committed,  and  where  the  guilty  and  witnesses  are  living.  In 
view  of  these  considerations,  I  have  deemed  it  most  prudent  to  bring 
the  boys  with  me,  and  hope  to  get  in  safety  to  Fort  Leavenworth  in 
eight  or  ten  days  after  this  letter  reaches  you. 

Your  advice  of  the  disposition  of  these  children  is  respectfully  so- 
licited. Both  boys  give  a  very  interesting  account  of  the  massacre, 
and,  if  it  is  desirable,  I  will  bring  them  to  Washington. 

Ambrose  Miram  informs  me  that  he  has  no  near  relations.  I  am, 
consequently,  anxious  to  take  this  boy  into  my  family  and  do  for  him 
as  for  a  child. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  FORNEY. 

Hon.  A.  B.  Greenwood, 

Commissioner  Indian  Affairs j  Washington,  D.  C. 
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[Telegraph.] 

Office  Indian  Affaibs,  November  30, 1859. 

Bring  the  boys  to  Washington. 

A.  B.  GREENWOOD, 

Commissioner. 
J.  FoBNBT,  Smd.  Indian  Affairs, 

Care  Smoot,  Russell  &  Co.,  Leavenworth  CSty,  Kansas. 


[Telegraph.] 

Office  Indian  Affairs,  December  2,  1852, 

Bring  the  boys  here. 

A.  B.  GREENWOOD, 

Commissumer. 
J.  Forney,  Esq., 

Supt,  Indian  Affairs,  SL  Louis,  Mo. 


Fort  Bridgbr,  Utah, 

December  4,  1859. 

Sir:  In  submitting  an  annual  report  of  the  condition  of  Indian 
affiurs  in  Utah,  it  will  be  presumed  that  my  observations  have  been 
limited  to  some  particular  tribe  or  tribes,  or  to  certain  geographical 
boundaries,  as  others  have  been  engaged  in  the  service  in  this  Territory 
besides  myself;  but  the  peculiar  method  of  conducting  this  service  in 
this  superintendency  may  justify  a  more  general  view  of  the  subject. 

So  £Gir  as  personal  observations  enable  me  to  speak,  there  is  less  dis- 
content, less  destitution,  and  a  greater  disposition  to  good  order  than 
I  have  known  since  the  commencement  of  my  official  services  in  the 
Territory.  These  observations,  however,  do  not  extend  to  those  distant 
bands  in  the  western  and  extreme  southern  portions  of  the  Territory, 
consequently  I  can  say  nothing  in  regard  to  tnem  upon  better  authority 
than  that  of  rumor.  It  is  consequently  reported  ^ere  that  the  Snake 
Diggers  of  the  Humboldt  and  Goose  creek  countries  have  spent  the 
season,  as  usual,  in  murdering  and  robbing  the  emigrant  trains  en  route 
to  California  and  Oregon. 

In  my  report  of  September,  1856,  having  spent  a  great  portion  of 
the  spring  and  summer  seasons  amon^  them,  I  was  enabl^  to  treat 
more  at  length  of  the  character,  condition,  and  state  of  feeling  of  the 
various  tribes  of  these  very  degraded  people,  to  which  I  must  refer  you 
for  particulars,  as  I  presume  their  leading  characteristics  have  not 
materially  changed  since  that  time. 

My  attention  during  the  season  has  been  directed  more  particularly 
to  the  di£ferent  bands  of  the  Utahs  and  Snakes  proper,  especially  the 
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former,  with  whom  I  have  lived  almost  exclusively  since  the  first  of 
Jannary  last,  and  devoted  myself  diligently  in  trying  to  induce  them 
to  cultivate  the  soil,  and  in  endeavoring  to  instill  into  their  henighted 
minds  a  knowledge  of  the  arts  of  peace. 

With  what  degree  of  success  these  efforts  have  been  attended,  it  is, 
perhaps,  impossible  for  me  to  speak  at  present.  If,  in  any  permanent 
degree,  their  wandering  feet  have  been  diverted  from  the  paths  of  those 
natural  or  inborn  national  views,  which  point  with  so  much  certainty 
to  their  final  extermination,  it  is  to  the  future  that  we  must  look  for 
its  development.  With  a  majority  of  the  wild  tribes  it  is  useless  to 
expect  anything  like  a  permanent  change  in  the  present  generation. 
To  the  future,  then,  we  must  turn  our  anxious  thoughts,  and  realize, 
in  anticipation,  the  rewards  of  the  toilings  and  care  of  the  philanthropist. 
In  the  spring  of  1856,  I  established  those  Indian  settlements  for  the 
benefit  of  those  bands  of  the  Utah  and  Pah-vant  Indians,  who  claim 
the  lands  now  occupied  by  the  white  settlements.  At  each  of  these 
localities  I  have  erected  buildings  suitable  for  the  accommodation  of  a 
few  white  laborers,  and  for  the  storing  of  the  crops,  farming  imple- 
ments, &c.,  and  assisted  the  chiefs  and  principal  men  in  building 
suitable  huts  for  themselves  and  families. 

During  the  present  year  a  small  band  of  very  degraded  Utahs, 
known  as  the  Sanpitches,  have  been  located  on  the  headwaters  of 
Sanpitch  creek,  ana  also  a  small  band  of  Utahs  and  Piedes,  under  a 
chief  named  Ammon,  on  Beaver  creek,  in  Beaver  county;  the  latter, 
however,  with  but  little  trouble  or  expense,  except  to  supply  the  chief 
with  a  yoke  of  cattle  to  plow  his  land  with. 

For  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  acres  had  under  cultivation  at  each 
of  these  settlements  this  season,  I  must  refer  to  my  letter  of  the  30th 
June,  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  a  copy  of  which  is  here-  • 
with  transmitted. 

No  further  improvements  have  been  made  since  that  time,  and  only 
so  much  white  labor  has  been  employed  as  appeared  indispensable  to 
assist  the  natives  in  maturing  and  harvesting  their  abundant  cropsy 
an  estimate  of  which  is  also  transmitted  herewith,  together  with  a  list 
of  the  property  at  each  of  these  settlements,  with  an  estimate  of  the 
value  of  the  same. 

The  amount  of  grain,  vegetables,  and  forage  produced  at  these  set* 
tlements  this  season,  is  deemed  amply  sufficient,  not  only  to  supply 
the  wants  of  those  bands  who  have  made  permanent  abodes  thereon^ 
but  also  to  furnish  the  means  of  subsistence  temporarily  for  the  more 
populous  bands  outside  of  the  white  settlements,  who  are  occasionally 
reduced  to  the  most  extreme  state  of  destitution,  and  whose  annual 
visits  among  the  white  inhabitants  have  hitherto  been  a  source  of  great 
trouble  and  expense.  One  of  these  pilgrimages  was  made  into  the 
Utah  country  this  season,  by  those  bands  of  the  Utahs  who  claim  the 
extensive  country  east  of  the  Wahsatch  mountains  as  their  home. 

These  straying  creatures  had  evidently  two  objects  in  their  visit,  first, 
to  search  for  food ;  second,  to  see  if  all  they  had  heard  of  their  brethren 
in  the  valley  having  gone  to  work,  and  had  plenty  to  eat,  were  true. 
And  though  they  appeared  agreeably  surprised  to  witness  with  their 
own  eyes^  at  least  in  part,  the  truth  of  what  they  had  heard,  their  visit 
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was  not  by  any  means  a  pleasant  one  to  myself.  For  it  not  only  re- 
tarded the  progress  of  our  work,  by  the  renewal  of  vicious  and  evil 
practises  among  the  boys  about  the  farms,  but  their  constant  and 
pressing  importunities  for  the  means  of  subsistence,  with  which  it  was 
almost  entirely  impossible  for  me  to  supply  them,  as  I  had  already 
exhausted  the  appropriation  for  the  fiscal  year.  It  is  due,  however,  to 
the  Mormon  community  to  admit,  that  these  wants  were  greatly  miti- 
gated by  the  liberal  contributions  of  flour,  and  other  articles  of  food, 
made  under  the  direction  of  their  Indian  missionary  enterprise,  whose 
agents  were  unusually  active  during  the  past  season. 

The  plan  of  operating  under  this  missionary  system  is  quite  peculiar 
to  Mormonism,  and  perhaps  the  most  objectionable  feature  in  it  is  their 
inordinate  desire  to  court  the  favor  and  alliance  of  the  natives,  to  the 
exclusion  and  prejudice  of  all  other  communities ;  and,  yielding  too 
far  to  this  disposition,  not  only  tempt  themselves  with  a  violation  of 
the  laws  of  the  country,  but  actually  tempt  the  Indians  to  take  advan- 
tage of  their  position,  which  they  seem  well  to  understand  and  appre- 
ciate, and  tax  them  with  a  thousand  annoyances  that  might  otherwise 
be  alleviated.  At  one  time  during  the  season,  I  was  inclined  to  think 
that,  with  a  little  improvement,  this  system  would  be  quite  sufficient 
to  subsist  the  Indians  without  the  necessity  of  any  exertions  on  their 
part  whatever. 

Unfortunately,  these  people  have  views  peculiar  to  themselves,  and 
interests  separate  and  distinct  from  all  other  communities,  and  which 
are  paramount  to  all  other  considerations^  even  the  laws  of  the  country 
not  excepted ;  and  these  missionaries  have  objects  to  accomplish  for 
which  they  labor  continually,  regardless  of  costs,  how  far  soever  they 
may  fail  of  their  attainment. 

In  confirmation  of  these  assertions  a  mass  of  testimony  might  be 
adduced,  but  would  perhaps  be  superfluous  at  present.  The  tone  of 
the  accompanying  letter,  however,  by  one  of  those  missionaries,  is  not 
without  some  significance  upon  this  point.  Brigham  Young  has  fre- 
quently boasted  of  his  power  and  influence  among  the  Indians,  and 
the  daring  position  that  he  now  openly  assumes  towards  the  govern- 
ment and  people  of  the  United  States,  renders  argument  unnecessary 
to  show  the  bearing  of  that  influence.  Many  persons  who  have  passed 
to  and  from  California  through  Utah,  will  no  doubt  remember  the 
words  of  caution  which  the  Mormon  people  volunteer  to  ofier  them, 
after  firstly  inquiring  what  route  they  expect  to  take:  '*Look  out!  the 
Indians  are  very  bad  on  that  road!"  Again:  '^ If  you  aint  careful 
the  Indians  will  clear  you  all  out  before  you  get  through !" 

There  is  a  degree  of  significance  in  such  expressions  which  I  shall 
endeavor  to  illustrate  by  the  insertion  of  a  few  incidents,  worthy  of 
more  public  notoriety. 

About  the  3d  of  February  last,  two  gentlemen,  John  Peltro  and 
John  Tobin,  reached  the  Indian  farm,  on  Spanish  Fork,  in  company 
with  several  other  persons,  en  route  for  California.  Mr.  Tobin  had 
recently  apostatized  from  the  church,  and  was  leaving  behind  a  young 
wife.  They  had  not  left  the  farm  till  two  other  persons  (Brigham 
Young,  jr.,  son  of  his  eaxellencyy  and  a  young  man  named  Taylor) 
overtook  them,  and  all  remained  over  night  at  my  house,  and  all 
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aaddled  tbeir  horses  to  leave  at  the  same  time  the  next  morDing.  Mr. 
Peltro  and  his  party,  however,  started  first,  hut  in  a  familiar  tone 
asked  Young  and  Taylor  if  they  were  going  the  same  road.  I  heard 
Young  say,  in  a  low  voice,  /'We  will  overtake  you  soon  enough." 

Soon  after  these  parties  left  it  was  a  common  talk  among  the  people 
that  the  Indians  were  very  hostile  on  the  southern  road)  and,  as  if  to 
forestall  the  facts,  it  was  remarked,  hefore  Mr.  Peltro  and  his  party 
had  time  to  reach  the  southern  settlements,  that  they  had  all  heen 
killed  by  the  Indians. 

On  the  seventh  day  of  March,  it  w€w  reported  by  the  mail  carrier 
that  they  had  been  attacked  some  time  in  the  latter  part  of  February, 
on  the  Bio  Santa  Clara,  by  a  band  of  the  Piede  Indians,  who  fired 
upon  them  in  the  night  while  asleep,  and  robbed  them  of  their  prop- 
erty. Tobin  was  severely  wounded  in  the  face,  a  ball  entering  his 
cheek  and  passing  out  under  his  ear  on  the  opposite  side.  Two  others 
of  the  party  were  also  wounded,  but  not  so  seriously.  It  is  also  re- 
ported by  the  mail  party,  that  their  blankets  were  literally  covered 
with  navy-sized  pistol  balls,  and  the  Utah  Indians  are  bold  in  assert- 
ing that  the  Piedes  had  nothing  to  do  with  it ;  and  this  opinion  is  also 
entertained  by  many  white  persons  in  the  valley  who  dare  not  speak 
out. 

On  the  tenth  day  of  September  last,  George  W.  Hancock,  a 
merchant  in  the  town  of  Payson,  came  to  the  Indian  settlements  to 
look  at  some  fat  cattle  that  I  proposed  selling,  and  in  course  of  con- 
versation, said  that  he  had  learned  that  the  California  emigrants  on 
the  southern  route  had  got  themselves  into  a  yery  serious  difficulty 
with  the  Piedes,  who  bad  given  them  to  understand  that  they  could 
not  pass  through  their  country,  and  on  attempting  to  disregard  this 
injunction,  found  themselves  surrounded  by  the  Indians,  and  compelled 
to  seek  shelter  behind  their  wagons.  He  said  he  had  learned  these 
&ct8  from  an  express  man,  who  passed  his  house  that  morning  with  a 
message  from  the  Indians  to  President  Young ,  inquiring  of  him  what 
they  must  do  with  the  Americans.  The  express  man  had  been 
allowed  one  hundred  consecutive  hours  in  which  to  perform  the  trip 
of  nearly  three  hundred  miles  and  return,  which  Mr.  Hancock  felt 
confident  he  would  do.  On  the  day  following,  one  of  the  Utah  Indians, 
who  had  been  absent  for  some  days  gathering  pine  nuts,  west  of  the 
Sevier  lake,  returned,  and  said  that  the  Mormons  had  killed  all  the 
emigrants.  He  said  he  learned  this  news  from  a  band  of  the  Piedes, 
but  could  not  tell  when  the  fight  occurred,  or  how  many  had  been 
killed.  One  of  the  Utahs,  named  Spoods,  came  to  the  farm  on  the 
morning  of  the  14th,  having  traveled  all  night,  and  also  confirmed  the 
report  of  the  difficulty  between  the  emigrants  and  the  Piedes,  but  stated 
that  when  his  brother  Ammon  (chief,  who  lives  in  the  Piede  country,) 
went  to  Iron  county  to  persuade  the  Piedes  to  leave  the  road,  the  bishop 
told  him  that  he  had  no  business  with  the  Piedes,  and  had  better  leave; 
whereupon  an  altercation  arose  between  the  bishop  and  the  chief. 

Spoods  thought  that  the  Piedes  had  been  set  upon  the  emigrants  by 
the  Mormons. 

It  soon  began  to  be  talked  among  the  employes  at  the  farm  that  all 
the  emigrants  on  the  southern  road  had  oeen  killed  by  the. Piede 
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Indians,  and  the  report  was  confirmed  by  several  other  persons  w^o 
visited  the  farm;  but  the  Indians  insisted  that  Mormons,  and  not 
Indians,  had  killed  the  Americans. 

This  affair  had  become  so  much  the  subject  of  conversation,  that,  on 
the  17th,  I  started  an  Indian  boy,  named  Pete,  who  speaks  the  Englisli 
language  quite  fluently,  with  instructions  to  proceed  to  Iron  county 
on  a  secret  route,  and  to  learn  from  the  Piedes  if  possible,  and  also 
from  the  Utahs,  what  the  nature  of  the  difficulty  was,  and  who  were 
the  instigators  of  it.  He  returned  on  the  23d,  and  reported  that  he 
only  went  to  Ammon's  village,  in  Beaver  county,  where  he  met  a  large 
band  of  the  Piedes,  who  had  just  returned  from  Iron  county. 

They  acknowledged  having  participated  in  the  massacre  of  the  emi- 
grants, but  said  that  the  Mormons  persuaded  them  into  it.  They  said 
that  about  ten  or  eleven  sleeps  ago,  John  D.  Lee  came  to  this  village, 
and  told  them  that  Americans  were  very  bad  people,  and  always  made 
a  rule  to  kill  Indians  whenever  they  had  a  chance.  He  said,  also,  that 
they  had  often  killed  the  Mormons,  who  were  friends  to  the  Indians. 
He  then  prevailed  on  them  to  attack  the  emigrants,  who  were  then 
passing  through  the  country,  (about  one  hundred  in  number,)  and 

Sromised  them  that  if  they  were  not  strong  enough  to  whip  them,  the 
[ormons  would  help  them.  The  Piedes  made  the  attack,  but  were 
repulsed  on  three  different  occasions,  when  Lee  and  the  bishop  of  Cedar 
City,  with  a  number  of  Mormons,  approached  the  camp  of  the  emi- 
grants, under  pretext  of  trying  to  settle  the  difficulty,  and  with  lying, 
seductive  overtures,  succeeded  in  inducing  the  emigrants  to  lay  down 
their  weapons  of  defense  and  admit  them  and  their  savage  allies  inside 
of  their  breastworks,  when  the  work  of  destruction  began,  and,  in  the 
language  of  the  unsophisticated  boy,  ^'  they  cut  aJUof  their  throats  but 
a  few  that  started  to  run  off,  and  the  Piedes  shot  them!"  He  also  stated 
that  there  were  some  fifteen  or  sixteen  small  children  that  were  not 
killed,  and  were  in  charge  of  the  bishop. 

Lee  and  the  bishop  t(K>k  all  the  stocK,  (over  a  thousand  head,*)  as 
also  a  large  amount  of  money.  The  Mormon  version  of  this  affair  is 
that  the  Piedes  went  to  the  emigrant  camp  and  asked  for  meat,  and 
they  gave  them  beef  with  strychnine  upon  it,  and  that  when  Brigham 
learned  this  fact,  he  sent  word  back  to  them  ^Ho  do  with  the  Americans 
as  they  thought  proper."  But  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  learn  that 
the  strynchnine  had  killed  any  of  the  Indians,  or  even  made  them 
sick.  A  report  also  reached  the  Indian  farm  on  Spanish  Fork,  about  the 
15th  of  September,  that  the  Snake  Indians,  under  a  chief  named  Little 
Soldier,  had  attacked  an  emigrant,  named  Squires,  from  Missouri,  who 
was  camped  near  Ogden,  and  driven  off  all  nis  cattle,  (over  four  hun- 
dred,) together  with  all  the  mules  and  horses  belonging  to  him.  But 
the  Utahs  made  no  hesitation  in  asserting  that  the  Mormons  took  the 
stock  themselves,  and  that  they  had  learned  all  about  it  from  some 
Gosh-Utes  who  live  in  Rush  valley. 

In  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  this  report  of  the  Utahs,  I  learned  a 
few  days  ago  from  Ben  Simon,  a  Delaware  Indian,  who  lives  with  the 
Snakes  in  Weaber  valley,  that  sometime  in  the  early  part  of  September, 
Dirnie  B.  Huntington,  (interpreter  for  Brigham  Young,)  and  Bishop 
West,  of  Ogden,  came  to  the  Snake  village,  and  told  the  Indians  that 
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Brigham  wanted  them  to  run  off  the  emigrants'  cattle,  and  if  they 
would  do  so  they  might  have  them  as  their  own.  Simon  says  the 
Snake  chiefs  consulted  him  about  the  propriety  of  undertaking  the 
theft,  and  he  advised  them  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  cattle,  which 
course  they  concluded  to  adopt,  but  Huntmgton  and  West  insisted  on 
their  taking  the  stock  ;  whereupon  the  chiefs  told  them  that  they  did 
not  want  it,  and  if  the  Mormons  wanted  it  let  them  go  and  get  it  them- 
selves, and  so  the  interview  ended.  Simon  thinks  that  if  any  of  the 
Indians  had  anything  to  do  with  it  they  were  hired  by  the  Mormons, 
and  says  that  he  knows  that  the  Mormons  got  the  stock. 

It  may  be  objected  by  the  incredulous  that  those  charges  are  too 
▼ague  and  uncertain,  and  deficient  in  point  of  names  and  dates ;  in 
answer  to  which  I  would  say,  that  the  commission  of  these  crimes  need 
no  proof,  there  existence  being  generally  admitted.  The  only  ques« 
tions  to  be  determined  are  who  instigated  them?  and  whose  testimony 
is  deserving  the  most  credit — the  Mormons  or  the  Indians?  And  under 
existing  circumstances  I  am  free  to  say  that  I  prefer  yielding  my 
credence  to  the  more  unsophisticated.  I  have  frequently  been  told  by 
the  chiefs  of  the  Utahs,  that  Brigham  Young  was  trying  to  bribe  them 
to  join  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States  by  offering  them  guns, 
ammunition,  and  blankets,  on  condition  that  they  would  assist  in 
opposing  the  advance  of  the  United  States  troops  into  the  Territory,  and 
he  has  not  only  made  these  overtures  by  his  agents,  but  has  at  sundry 
times  made  them  in  person.  How  far  he  may  have  succeeded  in  his 
plots  of  treason,  at  the  expense  of  the  government,  may  not  as  yet  be 
fully  known  and  understood,  but  one  thin^  is  certain,  that  the  more 
powerful  tribes  of  the  Utahs  and  Snakes  have  so  far  resisted  all  the 
allurements  that  have  been  offered  them  and  kept  themselves  untram- 
meled  by  this  unholy  alliance,  and  I  am  proud  to  say  that  they  mani- 
fest no  inclination  whatever  to  participate  in  it. 

And  this  fact  has  no  doubt  been  a  source  of  disappointment  to  this 
ex  officio  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs^  as  he  persists  in  stvling 
himself,  and  invoked  upon  my  head  a  series  of  persecutions,  which  ran 
so  high,  at  one  time,  that  the  destruction  of  the  Indian  settlement  on 
the  Spanish  Fork  (as  I  am  credibly  informed)  was  actually  resolved 
upon,  and  nothing,  perhaps,  but  the  fear  of  open  hostilities  with  the 
Indians  prevented  them  from  executing  their  resolution. 

Believing  that  I  have  maintained  my  position  among  them  for  the 
last  three  or  four  months  under  circumstances  of  the  most  extreme 
hazard  to  my  life,  I  determined  on  the  27th  day  of  September  last  to 
try  to  make  xxi^  escape,  and  seek  protection  with  the  army  then  en 
route  for  Utah,  and  for  an  account  of  the  particulars  of  that  event  I 
must  refer  to  my  letter  of  the  24th  October  to  Colonel  A.  S.  Johnston; 
a  copy  of  which  is  also  transmitted  herewith. 

Tne  policy  which  I  deemed  advisable  to  pursue  with  the  Indians  in 
this  Territory,  so  far  as  they  have  been  placed  under  my  control,  has 
incurred  heavier  disbursements  than  the  appropriations  by  Congress 
would  enable  the  Commissioner  to  liquidate,  and  consequently  exposed 
myself  to  the  reproach  of  being  regarded  as  an  injudicious  public 
officer,  and  unworthy  of  the  public  trust. 

Ex.  Doc.  42 ^7 
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Bat  of  this  I  have  no  disposition  at  present  to  complain,  as  I  ha^e 
ever  admitted  the  tenacity  with  which  the  administrators  of  tbe 
government  adhere  to  rules  of  economy  in  disposing  of  the  national 
treasure.  Neither  have  I  any  particular  desire  to  assume  responsibil- 
ities, but  the  conviction  that  the  service  demands  my  utmost  exertions 
impressed  itself  upon  my  mind  with  a  force  too  powerful  for  me  to 
resist,  consequently  I  have  maintained  this  policy  under  circumstanoes 
of  the  most  extreme  adversity,  and  more  recently,  of  danger  to  my 
life;  yet  I  am  gratified  to  say  that  I  now  realize  all  that  I  could  rea- 
sonably have  anticipated,  and  in  the  midst  of  rebdlion  and  treas(m  on 
the  part  of  the  white  population  of  Utah,  I  am  able  to  present  the 
major  portion  of  the  poor  natives  with  hands  unspotted  and  uncon- 
taminated  by  this  cursed  evil.  Having  realized  in  this  fact  the  con- 
summation of  my  fondest  hopes  and  only  aim,  I  would  respectfully 
say,  in  conclusion,  that  I  have  personally  no  further  inclination  to 
impose  my  services  upon  the  country. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GARLAND  HURT, 

Indian  Agents  Utah. 

Dr.  Jacob  Fobnbt, 

Superintendent. 


Dbpartmbnt  op  the  Interior, 
Office  Indian  Affairs,  December  7,  1859. 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  your  account  for  transporting  fifteen 
of  the  surviving  children  of  the  Mountain  Meadow  massacre,  from 
Leavenworth,  Kansas  Territory,  to  CarroUton,  Arkansas,  transmitted 
to  this  office,  as  per  your  letter  of  the  4th  of  October  last,  has  been 
examined  and  allowed,  and  this  day  referred  to  the  Second  Auditor  for 
adjustment,  and  when  settled  the  amount  found  to  be  due  you  will  be 
forwarded  to  you  from  the  Treasury  Department. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  B.  GREENWOOD, 

Commission. 
Wm.  C.  Mitchell,  Esq., 

Dvbuque,  Arkansas, 


[Telegraph.] 


Washington,  December  10. 

Sir:  You  will  come  on  with  the  boys  immediately,  or  send  them,  as 
there  is  an  opportunity  of  sending  them  to  Arkansas  at  a  small 
expense,  if  brought  at  once. 
Respectfully, 

A.  B.  GREENWOOD, 

Commisaioner. 
Dr.  Jacob  Forney, 

Kittaning,  Armstrong  County^  Pennsylvania. 
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Department  of  the  Interior, 
Office  Indian  Affairs,  December  12,  1859. 

:r:  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  has  this  day  been  requested  to 
e  to  be  remitted  to  you  the  sum  of  $142  63,  balance  found  due  in 
settlement  of  your  account. 

iperintendent  Forney  has  just  reached  here  with  the  two  boys, 
Ivors  of  the  Mountain  Meadow  massacre,  who  were  retained  in 
li  as  witnesses ;  and  I  have  availed  of  the  presence  of  Major  John 
ry,  who  will  leave  to-morrow  for  Arkansas,  to  take  charge  of  these 
I  as  far  as  Fayetteville,  and  there  turn  them  over  to  A.  M.  Wilson, 
.,  United  States  attorney,  who  has  been  requested  to  cause  the  boys 
e  conveyed  to  Carrollton  and  delivered  to  you,  whence  you  will 
.ir  and  deliver  them  to  their  relations. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  GREENWOOD, 

CommissioTier. 
7'iLLiAM  C.  Mitchell,  Esq., 

Crooked  Creek,  CarrM  County,  Arkansas, 


Department  of  the  Interior, 
Office  Indian  Affairs,  December  13,'  1859. 

at:  The  two  boys,  survivors  of  the  Mountain  Meadow  massacre, 
I  were  retained  in  Utah  Territory  as  witnesses,  reached  this  city 
erday  in  charge  of  Superintendent  Forney,  and  I  hav«  determined, 
ommunicated  to  you  verbally  some  days  since,  to  avail  of  your 
^mplated  return  to  Arkansas  to  take  charge  of  these  boys  as  far  as 
etteville,  and  there  turn  them  over  to  A.  M.  Wilson,  United 
«s  attorney,  who  has  been  requested  to  cause  them  to  be  conveyed 
Jarrollton  and  delivered  to  W.  C.  Mitchell,  Esq.,  to  be  delivered  to 
r  relations.  Mr.  Mitchell  has  also  been  written  to  on  the  subject, 
ou  will  be  allowed  ten  cents  per  mile  for  each  mile  traveled,  and 
50  dollars  per  day  for  any  necessary  detention  on  the  route,  (the 
diem  to  commence  with  the  11th  instant.)     For  the  expenses  of 

boys,  you  will,  when  practicable,  take  vouchers,  and  when  not 
3ticable  to  do  so,  your  certificate  on  honor  will  be  sufficient, 
[r.  Lammond,  disbursing  agent  of  the  department,  has  been  re- 
sted to  pay  to  you  $150,  for  which  you  will  be  held  accountable, 
er  appropriation,  ''For  defraying  the. expenses  of  the  recovery  and 
restoration  to  their  homes  of  the  children  surviving  the  massacre 
[ndians  of  the  emigrant  trains  from  Arkansas  in  the  fall  of  1857. 
'ou  will  turn  over  to  Mr.  Wilson  such  sums  as  may  be  necessary  to 

the  expenses  of  the  boys  to  Carrollton,  taking  his  receipt  for  the 
mnt,  wnich  will  be  a  voucher  in  your  account. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  GREENWOOD, 

Commissioner. 
[ajor  John  Henrt, 

0/  Arkansas,  Present. 
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C. 

Provo  City,  Utah  Territory, 

March  28,  1859. 

Sir:  On  the  4th  of  this  month  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  a 
communication  to  you  in  regard  to  the  Mountain  Meadow  massacre, 
which  occurred  in  the  southern  part  of  this  Territory  in  the  month  of 
September,  1857. 

Since  writing  that  letter,  I  have  had  an  opportunity  in  this  city  of 
conversing  with  persons  who  were  in  that  vicinity  at  the  time  of  the 
massacre;  the  affidavit  of  one  of  whom,  Henry  Higgins,  and  the  affi- 
davit of  the  other,  who  is  now  with  Dr.  Forney,  I  will  take  upon  his 
return. 

The  statements  of  these  persons  go  to  show  that  there  were  other 
persons  engaged  in  that  massacre  besides  Indians,  and  these  other 
persons,  it  is  alleged,  were  Mormons  inhabiting  that  section  of  the 
Territory. 

I  am  now,  and  have  been  since  my  arrival  in  the  Territory,  endea- 
voring to  obtain  all  the  reliable  information  I  can  in  regard  to  the 
massacre,  and  the  parties  said  to  have  been  engaged  in  it ;  and  I  shall 
continue  to  do  so  until  the  matter  shall  be  brought  to  a  public  investi- 
gation and  trial. 

Dr.  Forney,  the  superintendent  of  Indian  afiairs,  is  now  en  route 
for  that  part  of  the  Territory,  and  he  will,  on  his  return  to  Great 
Salt  Lake  City,  furnish  me  with  whatever  information  he  can  gain 
from  Indians  and  others  as  I  have  requested  of  him. 

The  only  information  like  evidence  ^diich  I  have  been  able  to  get, 
so  far^  connecting  the  Indians,  or  Mormons,  or  any  other  persons^  with 
the  massacre  are  the  statements  of  the  persons  above  referred  to.  The 
substance  of  the  affidavit  of  Higgins  is,  that  he  was  living  at  Cedar 
City  at  the  time;  and  one  evening,  some  two  or  three  days  before  the 
massacre,  he  saw  about  two  dozen  armed  men  leave  Cedar  City,  in 
wagons  and  on  horseback,  in  the  direction  of  the  Mountain  Meadows. 
The  Mountain  Meadows  are  about  thirty-five  miles  in  a  south-westerly 
direction  from  Cedar  City.  These  men  were  absent  some  three  or  four 
days ;  but  he  has  no  positive  knowledge  of  where  they  were.  Shortly 
after  he  heard  of  the  massacre,  which  information  he  obtained  from 
Indians.  He  saw  some  cattle  and  other  property  in  the  possession  of 
persons  in  Cedar  City  and  Harmony,  which  he  believed  had  belonged 
to  the  murdered  emigrants.  He  saw  the  emigrant  train  when  it  passed 
through  Cedar  City ;  but  was  at  the  time  six  or  seven  miles  off,  herding 
cattle. 

The  United  States  district  court  for  the  second  judicial  district,  Judge 
Cradlebaugh  presiding,  met  in  ^Provo  on  the  8th  instant ;  and  the  judge, 
among  other  matters,  made  mention  of  the  Mountain  Meadow  massacre 
as  a  matter  for  their  investigation ;  but  the  grand  jury  were  discharged 
on  the  21st  instant,  and  their  time  having  been  fully  occupied  with 
other  murder  cases,  they  had  no  time  to  investigate  the  Mountain 
Meadow  massacre. 
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The  Mountain  Meadows  are  300  miles  south  from  this  place,  and  350 
miles  from  Great  Salt  Lake  CSty.  In  view  of  the  ffreat  distance,  and 
the  diflSculty  of  getting  witnesses,  I  think  that  the  best  method  of 
promptly  and  efficiently  investigating  and  trying  this  case  would  be  for 
a  court  to  be  held  in  that  vicinity  for  that  special  purpose,  or  for  a  judge 
to  go  down  there,  and,  in  the  capacity  of  a  committing  magistrate, 
make  all  the  necessary  preliminary  investigations.  I  have  made  these 
suggestions  to  Judge  Cradlebaugh,  who  is  now  acting  as  a  committing 
magistrate  here  in  other  cases,  and  he  is  also  of  opinion,  and  so  ex- 
pressed himself  to  me,  that  that  is  the  proper  course,  to  make  the 
investigations  at  the  scene  of  the  massacre,  or  as  near  there  as  prac- 
ticable. 

In  the  meantime,  I  shall  continue  to  collect  all  the  facts  I  can  on  the 
subject,  and,  if  desired,  I  will  transmit  the  same  to  your  department, 
or  the  substance  thereof. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  WILSON, 
United  States  Attorney  for  Utah  Territory. 

Hon.  Jacob  Thompson, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior ^  Washington  City. 


DBPARTBfENT  OF  THE   INTERIOR, 

Washington,  April  25, 1859. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  4th  ultimo  I  have  to  advise  you 
that  measures  have  been  taken  to  return  to  their  homes  the  children 
who  survived  the  massacre  referred  to  through  the  Indian  branch  of 
the  public  service. 

In  respect  to  the  investigations  which  you  propose,  it  is  hoped  that 
you  will  exert  yourself  within  the  line  of  your  official  duties  to  bring 
the  murderers  to  justice.  The  superintendent  of  Indian  affiiirs  will 
doubtless  be  able  to  furnish  you  with  all  the  information  that  can  be 
obtained,  and  upon  this  it  will  be  your  duty  to  act. 

I  am,  sir,  &c., 

J.  THOMPSON, 
Secretary. 
A.  Wilson,  Esq., 

U.  S.  Attorney,  Great  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  Territory. 


Grrat  Salt  Lake  Citt,  Utah  Territort, 

March  4,  1859. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  a  statement  concerning 
the  massacre  of  certain  emigrants  who  were  passing  through  this  Ter- 
ritory in  the  month  of  September,  1857,  for  California.  They  were 
mostly,  if  not  all,  from  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and  were  well  provided 
with  stock,  wagons,  &c.,  to  make  permanent  settlements  in  tneir  pro- 
posed new  home. 
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The  massacre,  it  appears,  is  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  Indians,  to 
whom,  it  is  said,  they  became  obnoxious  while  passing  through  their 
settlements  in  the  southern  part  of  this  Territory.  The  first  attack 
was  made  on  them  on  the  8th  of  September,  at  which  time  a  number 
were  killed  and  wounded.  Shortly  after,  either  on  that  or  the  next 
day,  the  emigrants  made  a  corral  wjth  their  wagons,  which  afforded 
protection  and  enabled  them  to  keep  at  bay  their  enemies ;  but,  owing 
to  the  absence  of  water  in  the  corral,  they  were  soon  reduced  to  great 
distress  and  suffering. 

After  remaining  in  this  condition  for  several  days^  being  continuallj 
surrounded  by  their  enemies,  and  several  having  been  killed  in  the 
attempt  to  get  water,  it  appears  that  an  offer  was  made  to  spare  their 
lives  and  let  them  go  on  their  journey  if  they  would  give  up  their 
arms  and  property. 

This  proposition,  it  appears,  was  accepted  because,  for  the  want  of 
water,  they  were  reduced  to  the  last  extremity.  But  after  they  had 
parted  with  their  arms  and  were  marching  out  of  the  corral  they 
were  treacherously  murdered,  every  living  soul,  all  cut  off,  save  only 
seventeen  children,  ranging  from  3  to  7  years  of  age,  but  who  were 
unable  to  tell  their  names  or  kindred.  There  were  119  killed.  A 
more  cold-blooded  butchery  I  have  never  heard  of. 

The  massacre  occurred  on  what  is  called  the  Mountain  Meadows, 
about  300  miles  south  of  Great  Salt  Lake  City,  and  near  the  Santa 
Clara  road  to  California,  within  the  limits  of  this  Territory. 

Through  the  humane  exertions  of  Dr.  Forney,  the  superintendent 
of  Indian  affairs,  the  children  that  were  saved  have  been  recovered 
from  the  Indians,  and  he  has  them  in  his  charge,  kindly  cared  for. 

His  excellency  Governor  Cumming  and  Dr.  Forney  have  been,  since 
their  arrival  in  this  Territory,  diligently  inquiring  into  the  circum- 
stances of  this  horrible  massacre,  with  a  view,  if  possible,  to  ascertain 
the  truth  concerning  it,  and  the  cause  which  prompted  as  well  as  the 
parties  engaged  in  it,  but  as  yet  they  have  been  unable  to  obtain  any 
clew,  either  satisfactory  or  of  a  kind  to  warrant  proceedings  of  a  pub- 
lic nature. 

Dr.  Forney,  in  the  course  of  his  official  duties,  will  visit,  in  a  few 
days,  the  region  of  country  and  the  place  at  which  the  massacre  oc- 
curred, and  he  will  make  every  effort  in  his  power  to  ascertain  the  real 
facts  in  the  case.  As  yet,  his  inquiries  as  well  as  those  of  the  gov- 
ernor have  been  conducted  with  secrecy,  as  this  is  thought  to  be  the 
best  and  only  method  of  securing  reliable  information,  or,  at  least,  a 
sufficient  starting  point  for  public  investigation. 

A  mystery  seems  to  shroud  this  wholesale  butchery,  but  I  entertain 
the  hope  that  an  avenging  God  will  speedily  bring  to  light  the  perpe- 
trators. 

My  object  in  writing  to  you,  as  I  have  no  doubt  you  have  been 
officially  informed  of  the  massacre  from  other  sources  previous  to  my 
arrival  in  the  Territory,  is  to  ask  for  instructions  as  to  how  I  shall 
proceed  and  what  I  shall  do  in  the  matter.  It  is  such  a  terrible  affair, 
and  its  ramifications  may  involve  such  serious  consequences,  that  I  de* 
-sire,  if  it  is  the  wish  of  the  government  that  I  should,  in  my  official 
capacity,  investigate  it,  to  proceed  according  to  instructions  from  your 
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department  or  from  the  proper  source  at  WashiDgton,  should  it  be  de- 
termined not  to  come  under  your  official  cognizance. 

May  I  respectfully  ask  for  an  early  reply. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  WILSON, 
U.  S.  Attorney  for  the  Territory  of  Utah. 
Hon.  Jacob  Thompson, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior ^  Washington  City, 


y 


104  JfASSACRB  AT  MOUNTAIN  MBADOWS. 


D. 

Idit  of  papers  from  tlie  office  of  the  Commiaaioner  of  Indian  Affcin^ 
relative  to  maseaeres  in  Utah  subsequent  to  that  of  Mountain 
Meadows. 

1.  Letter  and  accompanying  papers  from  J.  Forney,  superintendent, 

&c.,  to  Commissioner  A.  B.  Greenwood,  dated  Augusir  2,  1859. 

2.  Letter  from  J.  Forney  to  Commissioner  A.  B.  Greenwood,  August 

10,  1859. 

3.  Letter  and  accompanying  papers  from  F.  Dodge  to  Commissioner 

Greenwood,  September  3,  1859. 

4.  Letter  from  Commissioner  Greenwood  to  J.  Forney,  September  6, 

1859. 

5.  Letter  from  Commissioner  Greenwood  to  J.  Forney,  September  8, 

1859. 

6.  Letter  from  Hon.  D.  B.  Eckles  to  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 

September  23, 1859,  with  accompanying  papers. 

7.  Extract  from  Superintendent  Forney's  report  of  September  29> 

1859. 

8.  Letter  from  D.  B.  Eckles  to  Secretary  of  the  Interior ,  October  25, 

1859,  with  accompanying  papers. 

9.  Beport  of  F.  W.  Lander,  Superintendent,  &c.,  to  the  Commissioner 

of  Indian  Affairs,  dated  February  18,  1860. 


Superintendent's  Oppicb,  Utah, 
Or  eat  Salt  Lake  City,  August  2, 1859. 

Sir:  Inclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  yesterday  evening,  in 
relation  to  supposed  Indian  depredations  several  hundred  miles  north 
of  this  city,  on  the  California  road ;  also,  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  his 
excellency  Governor  Cummin^,  on  the  same  subject. 

I  will  leave  in  a  few  hours  tor  Box  Elder  and  such  other  points  as 
may  be  deemed  advisable. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  FOBNEY, 
Superintendent  Indian  Affairs  U,  T. 
Hon.  A.  B.  Greenwood, 

Ccmmissioner  of  Indian  Affairs^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Brigham  City,  Box  Elder  County,  U.  T., 

August  1,  1859. 

Dear  Sir:  Agreeable  to  your  request  that  I  should  inform  yon 
whenever  any  movement  of  the  Indians  took  place,  of  any  importance, 
in  this  part  of  your  superintendency,  I  wish  to  say  to  you  that  some 
Indians  came  in  yesterday  from  the  north,  with  reports  that  some 
whites  had  been  murdered  some  200  miles  north  of  tnis,  on  the  Cali- 
fx^r.;,^  road.     The  reports  were  so  vague  and  contradictory  that  at  first 
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I  did  not  coDBider  it  worthy  of  credence ;  but  having  afterwards  learned 
that  some  Indians  had  in  their  possession  some  horses,  mules,  oxen, 
and  other  property  unusual  for  them  to  traffic  in,  trying  to  trade  the 
same  to  citizens  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city,  I  thought  best  to  institute 
an  inquiry  in  reference  to  the  matter.  I  fear  the  report  is  too  true, 
though  there  is  much  contradiction  in  regard  to  the  circumstances  and 
extent  of  the  murder.  One  report  is,  that  two  Indians  entered  a  camp 
of  emigrants  to  do  some  trading,  and  were  killed  by  said  emigrants. 
The  Indians  then  gathered  their  forces  and  revenged  their  death  by 
kUling  five  men  and  two  women  belonging  to  Lid  camp.  Other 
reports  make  the  number  of  the  whites  killed  more,  and  state  other 
causes  for  the  massacre. 

I  send  this  by  Mr.  Nichols,  bishop  of  this  settlement,  who  will  give 
vou  further  particulars.  I  also  send  by  him  a  daguerreotype,  which 
has  been  obtained  from  the  Indians  by  one  of  our  citizens  and  given 
to  me  to  send  down  to  you  It  is  stated  by  the  Indians  to  belong  to 
some  of  the  murdered  party. 

Tours,  with  much  respect, 

SAMUEL  SMITH. 

Dr.  FoRNKT,  Superintendent  Indian  Affairs. 


Superintendent's  Office,  Utah, 
Great  Salt  Lake  Citt/y  August  2,  1859. 

Sir:  Inclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  just  received.  The  bearer  of  the 
letter  gives  additional  information,  which,  with  the  letter,  leaves 
scarcely  a  doubt  but  that  an  emigrant  train  has  been  attacked,  and  a 
portion  or  all  murdered  by  Indians,  supposed  to  be  from  the  State  of 
Oregon.  It  is  said  the  murder  was  committed  near  the  Goose  Creek 
mountains. 

A  small  military  force  should  be  sent  north.  I  will  go  north 
to-morrow. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.FORNEY, 
Superintendent  Indian  Affaire  for  Utah. 
His  Excellency  A.  Cumminq, 

Governor  of  Utah. 


•  

Superintendent's  Office,  Utah, 
Great  Spit  Lake  City,  August  10,  1859. 

Sir  :  I  returned  yesterday  morning  from  the  North,  where  I  men- 
tioned I  was  going  in  a  letter  to  you  by  last  mail,  to  ascertain  the 
correctness  of  a  supposed  massacre  near  the  Goose  Creek  mountains  of 
a  California  train.  Other  information  and  circumstances  in  addition 
to  that  herewith  inclosed  leave  no  doubt  in  my  mind  but  that  six  men 
and  one  woman  were  killed  and  six  men  and  two  women  wounded, 
several  of  the  men  it  is  supposed  mortally.  This  occurred  24th  July 
last  in  a  canon  on  Sublett's  cut-off,  fifteen  miles  from  Baft  river,  in 
Oregon,  by  Bannack  Indians  from  Oregon,  and  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
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Shoshonees^  belonging  to  four  bands  in  the  northern  part  of  this 
Territory.  Those  Shoshonee  Indians  were  evidently  participants,  an 
they  brought  horses,  mules,  and  cattle  to  the  Indian  encampment, 
adjacent  to  Brigham  City,  (sixty  miles  north  of  this  city,)  where  I  wai 
last  Saturday  and  Sunday.  The  Indians  also  exhibited  Colt's  re- 
volvers, a  few  watches  and  jewelry^  and  gold  coin.  I  was  informed 
that  the  settlers  refused  to  purchase  any  of  the  property.  A  very 
email  number  of  the  manj  posing  emigrants  boagldt  Tvery  few  ar^ 
tides  of  those  Indians,  it  is  said.  The  Indians  evidently  had  spies  oat, 
who  communicated  my  movements  to  their  camp,  which  was  suddenlj 
broken  up  the  day  before  my  arrival  at  Brigham  City. 

The  place  where  the  massacre  was  committed  is  about  140  miles 
from  that  city,  and  the  distance,  and  no  apparent  necessity,  and  so 
much  to  do  elsewhere,  prevented  my  visiting  the  spot.  The  wounded, 
and  those  unhurt,  and  the  property  that  was  left,  were  taken  in  charge 
by  another  train,  and  were  proceeding  towards  California.  It  is  too 
true,  I  fear,  that  two  Indians  were  shot  by  the  train  in  question.  At 
all  events,  this  is  the  first  train  that  has  been  in  any  manner  molested 
this  season y  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  notwithstanding  a  very  large  num- 
ber have  passed  over  the  roads — small  and  large  companies,  rich  and 
poor.  I  passed  sixteen  trains  day  before  yesterday  m  twenty  miles 
travel. 

Inclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  notice  I  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  issue, 
which  will,  I  trusty  soon  cause  the  delivery  up  of  the  criminals.  The 
bands  to  which  the  guilty  belong  have  gone  north  beyond  the  settle- 
ments. 

A  company  of  dragoons  passed  through  this  city  to-day  for  the 
north,  and  may  go  in  pursuit  of  the  Indians. 

Governor  Cumming,  on  the  3d  instant,  at  my  request,  made  a  requi- 
sition on  General  Johnston,  in  command  of  this  department,  for  a 
suitable  command  to  effect  the  arrest  of  the  parties  supposed  to  have 
been  associated  with  the  murderers  and  roobers  of  the  train  above 
alluded  to.  In  consequence  of  which  requisition,  a  detachment  of  the 
army  was  ordered  to  march,  with  the  distinct  proviso,  that  the  order 
was  given,  not  in  consequence  of  the  governor's  requisition,  but  because 
he  had  credible  information  that  certain  hostile  actions  had  been  com- 
mitted by  Indians,  and  especially  notifying  the  governor  that  his 
requisition  was  disregarded,  except  so  far  as  it  contained  evidence  of 
the  necessity  of  exercising  military  authority,  which  would  have  had 
eqiial  force  and  authority  had  the  information  been  derived  from  any 
otner  credible  source. 

I  do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  recapitulate,  for  the  reason  that  it 
must  be  evident  to  the  department  that  I  cannot  reasonably  anticipate 
the  entire  control  of  the  Indians  in  this  widely-extended  Territory 
unless  I  can  be  sustained  by  military  power,  obtained  through  the 
governor,  or  some  other  official,  to  be  indicated  by  the  President. 

My  remoteness  from  Washington,  and  the  necessity  for  prompt 
action  in  these  matters,  must  be  received  as  an  apology  for  requesting 
that  orders  may  be  issued,  clearly  defining  the  duties  and  obligations 
of  officers  on  the  subjects  above  referred  to.  In  the  meanwhile,  during 
the  seeming  discrepancy  of  orders,  the  department  may  rest  assured 
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that  I  will  endeavor  to  perform  my  duties  in  such  manner  as  will  con- 
duoe  to  the  honor  of  the  government  and  peace  of  this  Territory. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  FORNEY, 
Superintendent  Indian  Affairs^  Utah  Territory. 
Hon.  A.  B.  Greenwood, 

Commissioner  (^  IniUan  Affairs ^  Washington^  D.  C. 


NOTICE. 

All  persons,  especially  those  residing  in  or  passing  through  the 
northern  portion  of  this  Territory,  are  requested  not  to  take  or  pur- 
chase (unless  with  a  view  to  return  it  to  the  owners)  certain  property 
taken  from  a  California  emigrant  train  by  Bannack  Indians  of  Oregon, 
and  Shoshonee  Indians,  of  this  Territory,  such  as  horses,  mules^  and 
cattle  branded  S,  pistols,  jewelry,  &c. 

I  especially  caution,  under  the  severest  penalty  of  the  law,  persons 
not  to  harbor,  give,  sell,  take,  or  buy  anything  whatever  from  any 
chief  or  from  any  of  their  men  or  squaws  belonging  to  the  three  bands 
of  Indians  roaming  in  the  neighborhood  of  Willow  Creek  and  Brigham 
City  settlements,  and  in  Cache,  Malad,  and  Bear  Biver  valleys,  and  in 
the  northern  portion  of  this  Territory  generally,  until  the  twenty  or 
more  Indians  who  took  part  in  the  recent  massacre  on  Sublets  s  cat- 
o£f,  July  24  last,  are  delivered  up. 

JACOB  FORNEY, 
Superintendent  Indian  Affairs. 


Opficb  Indian  Agent, 
Carson  Valley ^  U.  T.,  September  3,  1859. 

Sir  :  The  two  widows  and  four  orphans  survivors  of  the  late  noas- 
sacre  on  Sublets  s  cut-off,  arrived  here  yesterday,  wounded,  overwhelmed 
in  grief,  and  totally  destitute  of  money,  clothing,  and  provisions,  their 
all  and  only  dependence  being  lost  in  that  deplorable  affair;  they  are 
from  Howard  county,  Missouri. 

Application  was  made  to  this  agency  for  assistance  which  was  im- 
mediately rendered,  and  nothing  in  my  power  will  be  left  undone,  to 
ameliorate  the  suffering  condition  of  these  poor  women  and  children. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose,  for  the  information  of  the  department, 
a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me ;  also  a  copy  of  a  statement  of  that 
indiscriminate  massacre,  made  in  the  presence  of  Judge  Cradlebaugh 
and  myself  by  persons,  two  of  whom  were  on  the  spot,  and  the  others 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  at  the  time  of  the  tragedy. 

This  emergency  devolves  on  me  the  responsibility  of  incurring  some 
additional  expense,  but,  under  the  circumstances^  I  feel  confident  the 
department  will  sustain  me. 

with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  DODGE, 

Indian  Agent. 

Hon.  A.  B.  Greenwood, 

Com.  of  Indian  Affairs y  Washington^  D.  G. 
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Cabson  Valley,  Utah  Territort, 

September  2,  1859. 

Sir  :  We,  having  taken  into  our  charge  and  brought  thus  far  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  the  late  massacre  on  the  Sublett's  cut-off,  at 
considerable  expense,  Mrs.  Wright  and  her  infant  child  being  seriouslj 
wounded  are  unable  to  proceed  further,  and  all  being  totally  destitute, 
we  respectfully  request  that  you  take  charge  of  them,  and  furnish  such 
aid  as  may  be  in  your  power. 

ANTON  W.  TJADER,  M.  D., 
JAMES  R.  SHEPHERD, 
OSCAR  F.  D.  FAIRBANKS, 
GEORGE  EVERETT. 
Major  F.  Dodge,  United  States  Indian  Agent. 


Carson  Valley,  Utah  Territory, 

September  2,  1859. 

About  six  o'clock,  p.  m.,  the  26th  of  July,  when  some  men  of  a 
small  emigrant  train,  camped  at  Cold  Springs,  on  the  Sublett's  cut-off, 
eighty  miles  from  Salt  Lake  City,  were  at  supper,  a  party  of  eight 
Indians,  armed  with  rifles,  bows,  and  arrows,  came  down  and  asked 
for  something  to  eat.  Having  obtained  some  bread,  they  started  to  a 
hill  where  the  cattle  were  herded  by  two  men.  After  saluting  the 
cattle-guards,  and  passing  them,  one  of  the  Indians  suddenly  turned 
his  pony,  lowering  his  rifle,  shot  one  of  the  men,  Mr.  Hall,  through 
the  heart,  killing  him  instantly.  The  other  man  fled  to  the  camp. 
The  Indians  were  in  the  meantime  running  off  nine  head  of  cattle  and 
two  horses. 

At  the  time  of  this  depredation  there  were  only  a  small  train  of 
emigrants  present,  and  some  time  afterwards,  at  about  nine  o'clock, 
the  horse-train  led  by  Mr.  Ferguson  Shepherd  arrived.  The  nigbt 
])assed  on  quietly,  and  in  the  morning  Mr.  Shepherd's  train  left  at 
seven  o'clock,  at  the  arrival  of  Mr.  E.  Skaggs's  train. 

At  about  half-past  eight  o'clock  a  party  of  Indians,  twenty-five  or 
thirty  in  number,  came  down  over  the  hills  from  the  Salt  Lake  road, 
and  tried  to  run  off  the  cattle  grazing  there.  A  man  on  cattle-guard, 
in  trying  to  drive  down  the  herd,  was  wounded  by  a  rifle  ball  in  the 
fleshy  part  of  the  thigh,  and  by  two  arrows,  one  in  the  wrist  and  the 
other  in  the  shoulder.  The  men  at  camp  were  armed  hurriedly,  and 
met  the  Indians,  and,  exchanging  shots  with  them,  killed  two  and 
wounded  some  eight  or  ten. 

The  Indians  carried  off,  along  with  their  wounded  and  dead,  some 
twenty-one  head  of  cattle. 

The  horse-train,  which  started  out  in  the  morning  under  Mr.  F. 
Shepherd,  was  attacked  in  a  canon,  seven  miles  from  Cold  Springs, 
and,  while  doctoring  a  sick  horse,  Mr.  Ferguson  Shepherd  was  shot 
down.  Almost  at  the  same  time  Mr.  James  D.  Wright  was  danger- 
ously wounded  through  the  chest  and  back.  Bill  Diggs,  Claylwm 
F.  Bains,  and  Wm.  Shepherd,  were  killed  in  rapid  succession,  the 
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Indians  firing  from  behind  the  bushes  on  the  ridges  of  the  heights  on 
each  side  of  tiie  canon. 

About  one  o'clock  two  men,  James  Ward  and  Geo.  Everett,  arrived 
on  horseback,  to  the  encampment  at  Cold  Springs.  Shortly  after  Geo. 
W.  Parson  and  J.  McGuire  arrived;  an  hour  later  Mr.  James  B. 
Shepherd,  wife,  and  infant,  Mr.  Townsend  Wright,  and  Ignatius 
Smith,  came  down  to  the  camp  of  emigrants  at  the  spring,  Smith 
being  shot  through  the  muscular  part  of  the  right  arm.  The  rest  of 
the  fugitives  were  uninjured,  though  fired  at  by  the  Indians. 

At  five  o'clock,  p.  m.,  the  trains  of  Messrs.  Fairbanks,  Hereford 
&  Pierce,  came  along,  and  united  with  the  trains  already  at  Cold 
Springs,  and^  after  taking  every  precaution  to  guard  against  surprise^ 
the  night  passed  without  being  interrupted  by  any  event  of  importance. 

The  next  morning,  at  an  early  hour,  the  united  trains,  to  the 
number  of  fifty-two  wagons  and  two  hundred  men,  started  through 
the  caiion.  No  Indians  were  to  be  seen;  but,  at  the  place  of  tne 
murder  of  the  day  previous,  the  bodies  of  Ferguson,  Wm.  Shepherd, 
Wm.  Diggs,  and  C.  Bains,  were  lying  in  the  middle  of  the  road, 
covered  with  blood  and  dust,  and  bloated  by  the  heat. 

The  wagons  were  turned  from  the  road,  the  ground  being  covered 
with  feathers  from  bedding,  and  fragments  of  clothing.  Under  a 
wagon,  with  a  crippled  babe  in  her  arms,  laid  Mrs.  James  Wright, 
with  a  serious  wound  in  her  back ;  and  inside  the  wagon,  half  delirious 
and  exhausted  by  loss  of  blood,  Mr.  James  Wright,  mortally  wounded. 
The  poor  sufferers  were  attended  by  a  little  son  five  years  of  age,  who 
supplied  their  feverish  lips  with  water,  and  also  brought  to  them  the* 
sorrowful  news  that  all  their  companions  were  either  killed  or  had  fled. 

Mrs.  Wm.  Shepherd,  who  was  the  last  one  to  leave  the  place  of 
carnage,  arrived  the  evening  before  at  the  camp  of  refuge  at  Cold 
Springs,  but,  previously  weakened  by  attending  a  sick  husband,  they 
had  to  leave  an  infant  of  eight  months  in  the  bushes  a  few  rods  from 
the  place  of  disaster.  The  babe  was  found  by  the  advance  party  in 
the  morning,  and,  although  severely  scorched  by  the  sun,  uninjured. 

Mr.  James  Wright  and  wife,  together  with  the  four  dead  bodies, 
were  put  on  board  some  wagons  of  Geo.  M.  Pierce's  train,  and  con- 
veyed eighteen  miles  further^  where  the  wounded  were  attended  to 
and  received  surgical  aid.  The  four  dead  ones  were  buried  in  one 
grave;  and  the  next  morning  Mr.  Oscar  F.  D.  Fairbanks  generously 
offered  his  carriage  to  convey  the  wounded.  It  was  a  spring  carriage, 
better  adapted  than  the  wagon  to  carry  them  along ;  and  from  this 
place  to  Genoa  he  and  his  sister  paid  the  greatest  attentions  to  the 
comfort  of  the  sufferers. 

Mr.  James  Wright  did  not  survive  but  ten  days,  and  was  decently 
buried. 

ANTON  W.  TJADEB,  M.  D. 
JAMES  B.  SHEPHEED. 
OSCAB  F.  D.  FAIEBANKS. 
GEO.  EVEBETT. 
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belief  which  he  entertains,  that  if  he  did  bo  the  Mormons  would  assafr- 
sinate  him.  I  apprehend  he  knew  the  man  at  Salt  Lake  City  that 
made  the  proposition  to  him  to  join  this  gang  of  outlaws.  You  will, 
however,  see  by  his  affidavit,  that  there  were  some  dozen  or  more  per- 
sons at  the  mail  station  on  Sweetwater,  near  the  South  Pass  of  the 
mountains,  and  that  from  what  he  heard  and  saw  there,  he  was  led  to 
believe  that  mischief  was  intended  to  this  train  of  Miltimore's.  No 
such  number  of  persons  belonged  to  this  mail  station,  and  I  have  re- 
quested the  agent  of  the  mail  company  here  to  make  inquiry  about 
who  they  were,  and  when  and  by  what  road  they  left. 

On  the  29th  day  of  August  another  train  was  attacked,  on  the  east 
side  of  Fort  Hall^  leaving  the  party  that  made  it  about  time  to  come 
up  with  Miltimore's  party,  west  of  the  fort,  and  I  suspect  they  were 
the  same  party,  joined  by  a  few  Indians. 

These  outrages  seem  to  be  systematically  made  in  the  State  of  Ore- 
gon, by  persons  in  Utah. 

You  will  also  find  inclosed  the  affidavit  of  C.  F.  Betz,  of  Iowa.  It 
discloses  facts  of  which  we  were  previously  advised  by  letters,  and  I 
send  it  for  information  also.     They  are  beautiful  emblems  of  p^ace! 

I  trust  sir,  that  a  few  suggestions  in  relation  to  these  Indian  mas- 
sacres, as  they  are  called,  will  not  be  regarded  as  offensive.  The  Snake 
and  Bannack  Indians  of  this  region  have  no  agent  where  one  is  much 
needed.  A  general  Indian  war  is,  if  possible,  to  be  avoided,  much  as 
certain  persons  here  may  desire  it.  If  our  troops  attack  all  the  Indians 
they  find  on  this  road,  a  general  war  would  ensue.  General  Johnston 
has  but  five  companies  of  mounted  men,  and  on  this  road  alone  there  is 
near  a  thousand  miles  to  protect.  To  protect  emigrants  on  this  road 
is  therefore  impracticable  while  the  Indians  are  allowed  to  remain  on 
it.  Their  agent  should  therefore  be  instructed  to  keep  them  off  of  the 
road,  so  as  to  justify  the  army  in  chastising  such  as  are  found  on  the 
road. 

The  road  by  this  camp  recently  made  by  the  army  is  more  than  three 
hundred  miles  the  nearest,  and  much  the  best  road  from  the  States  to 
California,  and  the  public  would  soon  follow  it,  but  for  interestedly  false 
representations  made  to  emigrants,  and  the  fact  that  almost  every  train 
that  has  passed  has  been  robbed  of  their  stock  by  Mormons,  and  some  of 
them  almost  in  sight  of  our  camp.  Indeed,  sir,  travel  is  safe  on  no  road 
through  these  mountains.  By  reference  to  a  letter  addressed  to  me 
about  a  year  since  by  Mr.  Vernon,  then  a  high  priest  of  the  Mormon 
church,  and  now  on  file  in  the  State  Department  you  will  see  that  we 
were  forewarned  of  these  troubles. 

Should  I  receive  further  information  that  may  be  useful  to  your  de- 
partment I  will  forward  it  to  you.     In  the  superintendent  here  I  have 
no  confidence,  and  for  that  reason  I  send  direct. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  R.  ECKELS. 
Hon.  J.  Thompson, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Note. — I  also  send  you  a  copy  (printed)  of  the  report  of  Lieutenant 
Oay  of  battle  with  the  Indians  wno  were  of  the  party  that  ravished 
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the  white  woman  alluded  to  above,  that  you  may  note  the  conduct  of 
lUB  Mormon  guide,  and  the  place  selected  for  defense  by  the  Indians ; 
most  likely  whites  made  the  selection. 


Utah  Territory,  Cedar  county : 

Lorenzo  Suberr,  being  duly  sworti,  states  on  oath  that  he  traveled 
from  the  States  to  tlie  last  crossing  of  the  Sweetwater  river,  near  the 
South  Pass  of  the  Rocky  mountains,  with  a  company  of  emigrants 
from  Iowa,  to  California,  consisting  of  Edward  A.  Miltimore  and 
family,  with  others,  nineteen  in  all;  that,  soon  after,  Miltimore's 
party  left  him,  taking  the  ''Lander's  road,"  and,  going  by  way  of 
Fort  Hall,  he  heard  a  mah,  whose  name  is  unknown  to  affiant,  talking 
to  about  a  dozen  other  strangers,  who  were  at  the  mail  station,  and 
said,  *'Aint  I  glad  that  the  party"  (meaning  Miltimore's  party) 
"  have  taken  that  road."  After  this  I  could  not  understand  what  was 
said  by  them,  but  the  circumstances  impressed  me,  at  the  time,  with 
the  belief  that  harm  was  intended  to  them.  Affiant  came  on  to  Salt 
Lake  City,  where  he  remained  for  a  few  days,  and,  being  acquainted 
somewhat  with  Mormonism,  he  induced  the  Mormons  to  believe  that 
he  had  come  to  the  Territory  to  find  a  permanent  home.  While  there, 
a  Mormon,  who  has  a  heavy  scar  on  the  forehead,  over  the  left  eye,  but 
whose  name  he  does  not  know,  informed  him  that  there  were  about 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  or  thirty-five  Mormons  and  about  three 
hundred  and  fifty  Indians  out  in  Goose  Creek  valley,  and  that  if  he 
(affiant)  would  go  out  there  to  them,  he  could  make  ''a  pile,"  mean- 
ing a  quantity  of  money,  and  intimated  to  him  that  the  money  was  to 
be  made  by  robbing  emigrant  trains,  in  company  with  the  parties 
above  mentioned.  He  has  since  seen  a  portion  of  Mr.  Miltimore's 
party  here  at  Camp  Floyd,  who  informed  him  that  their  party  had 
been  attacked  and  eight  of  them  killed,  about  seventy-five  miles  before 
reaching  Goose  Creek  valley ;  and  further  saith  not. 

LORENZA  SUBERR. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  September  19,  1859. 

D.  R.  ECKELS, 
Chief  Justice  of  Supreme  Court. 


Nelson  Miltimore,  being  duly  sworn,  states  on  oath  that  he  belonged 
to  a  party  of  emigrants  going  from  the  State  of  Iowa  to  the  State  of 
California ;  that  said  party  consisted  of  nineteen  persons,  viz :  Edward 
A.  Miltimore,  his  wife  Catharine,  and  nine  children,  of  whom  depo- 
nent was  one,  William  Harrington  and  child,  and  whose  wife  is 
affiant's  sister,  Alford  Hill  and  wife,  Myran  Cline,  Nathan  Titus, 
Hiram  Marsh,  and  Franklin  Hubbard;  that  they  started  on  the  jour- 
ney in  May,  1859 ;  that  they  parted  company  with  Lorenzo  Suberr  at 
the  last  crossing  of  Sweetwater,  and  went  on  the  new  road  known  as 
** Captain  Lander's  wagon  road."  About  twenty-five  miles  west  of 
Fort  Hall  this  affiant  was  driving  along  the  team  in  the  rear  wagon 

Ex.  Doc.  42 8 
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in  the  train,  when  he  saw  three  men — they  were  Indians,  or  white  men 
disguised  as  Indians — on  horseback,  coming  up  towards  the  train  of 
wagons,  through  the  loose  stock  of  the  company;  that  his  brother 
James  was  driving  on  after  them,  when  the  cattle  took  fright  and  ran 
oflF  on  the  hills  at  the  side  of  the  road.  When  this  took  place,  his 
brother  William,  who  was  driving  the  wagons  and  team  next  before 
before  witness,  stopped  his  wagon  to  see  what  was  the  matter,  when 
affiant  drove  on  ana  passed  him.  His  father  was  with  the  wagon  of 
William^  walking  along  by  its  side ;  his  mother  and  the  small  children 
were  in  wagons.  These  three  men  were  armed  with  guns,  and  coming 
on  up  to  the  wagons.  Two  of  them  rode  up  to  and  were  looking  about 
the  wagons ;  the  other,  who  was  the  largest  man  of  the  three,  kept  off 
more  from  the  wagons.  One  of  the  two  who  were  about  the  wagons 
said  to  this  affiant,  ^*  Where  are  you  going?"  He  replied,  ^'To  Cali- 
fornia.'' ^*No  you  are  not,"  said  he.  ^^ Well,"  said  affiant,  "we 
started  for  there,  anyhow."  We  soon  came  to  where  were  two  tracks 
of  the  road,  separating  for  a  little  way,  when  the  man  that  had  spoken 
to  me  rode  out  on  one  of  them  a  short  distance,  and  said  to  his  com- 
panion, "There  are  no  tracks  going  this  way. ' '  His  companion  replied, 
"Take  the  other  road,"  which  he  did. 

These  men  spoke  good  English.  There  was  no  brogue  on  their 
tongues;  and  from  hearing  them  talk,  he  would  judge  them  to  be  white 
men,  while  their  dress  and  color  denoted  Indians,  except  that  the  one 
that  spoke  to  affiant  had  light  brown  hair,  and  several  of  the  party  had 
beard ;  one  of  them  had  long  heavy  beard  that  he  particularly  noticed. 
After  passing  along  for  a  short  distance,  one  of  these  three  men  gave 
a  whoop^  when  others  soon  commenced  coming  in  sight  from  each  side 
of  the  road;  affiant  counted  fifteen,  and  did  not  count  all  of  them;  he 
supposes  there  were  about  twenty  in  all.  As  they  approached,  one  of 
the  three  got  off  of  his  horse  and  appeared  to  witness  to  be  fixing  the 
girth  of  his  saddle,  and  remounted  again,  but  very  soon  dismounted 
again  on  the  side  of  his  horse,  opposite  to  where  his  father  was  walk- 
ing by  the  side  of  the  wagon,  and,  taking  aim  on  the  shoulders  of 
his  horse,  fired  off  his  gun  at  father,  but  witness  don't  think  the  ball 
struck  him,  when  another  of  them  fired,  and  his  father  fell.  Our 
party  soon  scattered,  and  eleven  of  us  made  our  escape.  This  affair 
took  place  on  the  31st  day  of  August  last,  near  sundown.  Three  days 
after  this,  we  came  up  with  a  party  of  United  States  troops,  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  Livingston,  and  he  sent  a  party  of  nine  persons 
to  aid  others  to  escape,  if  they  yet  lived ;  when  they  returned  they  re- 
ported that  they  had  found  five  dead  bodies,  and  three  are  missing, 
including  his  mother.  His  sister,  about  five  years  old,  was  found  with 
her  legs  and  ears  cut  off,  her  eyes  gouged  out,  and  scalped.  And  fur- 
ther saith  not. 

his 

NELSON  X  MILTIMORE. 

mark 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  September  20,  1859. 

D.  R.  ECKELS, 
Chief  Justice  of  Supreme  Court, 
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Utah  Tbrrttory,  Cedar  County: 

Christopher  F.  Betz,  heing  duly  sworn  upon  his  oath,  states  that 
he  resides  near  Fort  Des  Moines,  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  came  to 
this  Territory  on  business  this  season ;  that  during  last  spring  there 
was  a  man,  about  whose  name  he  is  not  positive,  but  believes  it  wa* 
John  Greene,  a  nephew  of  Brigham  Young,  who  hired  the  stock-field 
of  this  affiant  for  a  few  days  for  the  use  of  a  large  lot  of  work-cattle 
that  he  was  purchasing  to  come  across  the  plains ;  that  while  there, 
said  Greene  showed  him  bills  of  purchases,  made  by  him  for  the  Mormon 
Church,  to  the  amount  of  about  a  million  of  dollars ;  among  the  items 
were  ten  pieces  of  artillery ;  that  he  refused  to  permit  him  to  look  over 
all  the  items.  He  stated  the  government  was  trying  to  break  up 
their  church,  ^meaning  the  Mormon,)  and  they  wanted  these  guns  to 
protect  it  and  Keep  up  their  government ;  and  there  was  also  150  or 
200  Sharp's  rifles  in  these  bills;  and  further  saith  not. 

C.  F.  BETZ. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  September  26,  1859. 

D.  R.  ECKELS, 
Chief  Justice  of  Supreme  Court. 


Box  Elder,  Utah  Terrttory, 

Augu^  13,  1859. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  having  arrived  yesterday  within 
six  miles  of  this  place,  I  went  into  camp,  and  two  hours  afterwards 
had  reliable  information  that  a  large  body  of  Indians  were  probably 
encamped  somewhere  in  the  canon  leading  from  this  valley  to  Cache 
valley.  I  was  informed,  at  the  same  time  time,  that  within  five  or  six 
days  past  they  had  stolen  a  number  of  animals  from  this  and  the 
adjoining  settlements ;  and  that  they  were  the  same  party  who  had 
murdered  and  robbed  an  emigrant  train  on  Sublett's  cut-off^. 

I  immediately  resolved  to  attack  them.  At  ten  o'clock,  p.  m.,  I 
broke  up  camp,  and  moved  quietly  to  this  village.  Here  I  left  my 
wagons  with  a  guard,  and  proceeded  with  a  command  of  forty-two 
men,  taking  with  me  four  pack  mules,  with  four  day's  rations,  in  order 
to  be  prepared,  if  necessary,  to  pursue  them  in  the  mountains.  By  two, 
a.  m.,  I  had  everything  prepared  for  the  march,  and  having  procured  a 
guide,  who  professed  to  know  the  Indian  encampment,  entered  the 
canon.  After  a  rapid  march  of  two  hours,  the  encampment  was 
indicated  by  a  number  of  ponies  grazing,  and  in  a  moment  afterwards 
by  the  Indians  jumping  up  from  their  beds  under  the  bushes,  and 
running  up  the  mountain  sides,  which  were  here  covered  with  under- 
CTOwth.  1  immediately  formed  my  men,  and  charged  upon  the  main 
body  of  them;  in  the  charge  several  of  the  enemy  were  killed  and 
wounded. 

They  then  scattered,  and  took  positions  behind  rocks,  &c.  Here 
they  were  charged  and  driven  up  precipices,  beyond  \;J[ie  x^«^Odl  oS.  xciKa 
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•or  horses.  I  then  dismounted  my  men,  and  kept  up  a  fire  for  at  least 
an  hour  and  a  half,  which  for  an  hour  was  briskly  returned  by  the 
enemy ;  but  he  gradually  ceased  to  fire.  The  precipitous  nature  of  the 
ground  rendering  it  utterly  impossible  to  pursue  nim,  I  drove  oflF  his 
horses  and  returned  to  this  place.  The  attack  commenced  just  before 
the  dawn,  and  continued  until  after  sunrise. 

I  am  satisfied  that  the  encampment  was  selected  with  a  view  to 
•defense,  and  for  this  purpose  they  probably  could  not  have  found  a 
more  admirable  place  in  tne  whole  Wahsatch  range  of  mountains.  (It 
is  known  as  Devil's  Gate  caiion.)  As  soon  as  the  Indians  were  dis- 
t50vered,  my  Mormon  guide  "slid"  quietly  from  his  horse,  and  was 
seen  no  more,  until  on  my  return  near  this  town  I  overhauled  him. 
He  was  unable  to  give  any  satisfactory  reason  for  his  desertion.  I  have 
since  learned  that  he  came  into  town  during  the  action,  and  reported 
^'  that  we  never  would  get  out  of  that  place."  The  horse  he  rode  was 
one  I  had  furnished  him,  and,  strange  to  say,  was  found  with  an  Indian 
on  his  back;  the  latter  was  shot,  and  horse  taken.  If  my  guide  had 
desired  to  lead  me  into  a  fatal  ambuscade,  he  could  not  have  taken  me 
to  a  spot  better  adapted  for  the  purpose. 

The  guide  and  many  others  estimated  the  Indian  force  at  from  150 
to  200  warriors.  The  number  killed  was  about  twenty,  as  near  as  we 
can  calculate.  I  had  no  men  killed,  but  four  severely,  though  probably 
not  mortally,  and  two  slightly,  wounded.  Nine  of  my  horses  were 
wounded. 

The  number  of  horses  taken  was  twenty,  nearly  half  being  Ameri- 
can horses. 

It  is  a  source  of  great  satisfaction  to  me  to  know  that  one  of  the 
horses  captured  proved  to  be  one  which  the  Indians  had  taken  from  the 
train  on  Sublett's  cut-off,  at  the  time  of  the  massacre  of  July.  Prob- 
ably more  belonging  to  the  same  train  would  have  been  captured  had 
not  the  Indian  animals  stampeded  during  the  action,  which  could  not 
be  prevented,  owing  to  the  small  guard  which  could  be  spared  from 
the  company  for  the  purpose  of  securing  property. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  Lieutenant  Ryan  for  his  services  on  thisoooa- 
fiion,  which  were  performed  with  a  masterly  intrepidity  and  coolness 
^luring  the  whole  action. 

Assistant  Surgeon  J.  Moore  receives  the  heartfelt  thanks  of  myself, 
4is  well  as  the  soldiers  under  my  command,  for  his  inunediate  and  kind 
Attentions  to  the  wounded  on  the  field,  during  the  action,  and  his  con- 
tinual personal  attendance  since. 

The  company  behaved  nobly  on  this  occasion.  I  have  the  honor  to 
refer  the  general  commanding  to  the  list  of  wounded  accompanying 
the  report. 

It  is  rumored  to-day  that  200  Bannack  Indians  arrived  in  Cache 
valley  yesterday.  These,  with  the  number  of  Indians  already  there, 
will  make  probably  about  500.  A  large  emigration  is  near  a  point  on 
Bear  river,  twenty  miles  from  this  (Cache)  valley.  I  shall  wait  here 
long  enough  to  care  for  my  wounded  and  recruit  my  horses,  when  I 
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shall  proceed  to  Bear  river,  in  order  to  prevent  the  Indians  from  inter- 
fering with  emigration. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  GAY, 
Second  Lieut.,  Company  <?,  Second  Dragoons^  Comd^g. 

Major  F.  J.  Porter, 

AsatAdyt  Gently  Department  of  Utah, 


Box  Elder,  Utah  Tbrrifory, 

August  13,  1859. 

Company  G,  Second  Dragoons.— Lint  of  men  wounded  in  an  action 
with  Indians  in  Devil's  canon,  near  Box  Elder,  Utah  Territory,  on  the 
13th  of  August,  1859  : 

First  Sergeant  Thomas  J.  Durnion,  slightly. 
Corporal  R.  F.  Cordua,  severely. 
Bugler  Henry  Winterbower,  severely. 
Private  Jacob  Eggersteal,  slightly. 
Private  Samuel  Smith,  severely. 
Private  Michael  Tierney,  severely. 

E.  GAY, 
Second  Lieut, ,  Company  G,  Second  DragoonSy  Comd'g, 


Extract  from  Superintendent  Forney's  report  of  September  29,  1859. 

NORTHERN  DIFFICULTT. 

On  the  3d  of  August  last  I  received  a  letter  from  a  reliable  person 
in  Box  Eider,  in  the  extreme  northern  part  of  the  Territory,  advising 
me  that  an  emigrant  train  had  been  attacked  by  Indians  on  Sublett's 
cut-o£f,  in  Oregon ;  that  the  Indians  had  brought  into  the  settlements 
horses,  mules,  cattle^  and  other  property,  which  they  attempted  to  sell 
to  the  inhabitants,  but  without  success. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  that  information,  I  addressed  a  note  to  his 
excellency.  Governor  Gumming,  requesting  that  a  military  force  be 
dispatched  without  delay  to  that  point,  and  proceeded  myself  immedi- 
ately to  Box  Elder.  Upon  my  arrival,  I  learned  that  the  Indians  had 
fled  with  their  stolen  property,  and  had  gone  north,  through  Cache 
valley,  towards  Bear  Biver  lake.  I  was  subsequently  advised  by  his 
excellency,  the  governor,  that  General  Johnston,  commander  of  this 
department,  had  ordered  a  company  of  dragoons  to  repair  to  the  north- 
ern settlements.  I  have  no  information  relative  to  the  character  of  the 
orders  issued  by  General  Johnston  to  the  officer  in  command  of  this- 
detachment. 

I  was  further  advised  by  his  excellency,  that  the  general  in  com- 
mand of  this  department  had  notified  him  that  the  mvlvtAiT^  1i;^\^^\a^ 
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been  ordered  north,  not  in  consequence  of  his  official  requisition,  but 
as  a  matter  of  public  service,  based  upon  what  seemed  to  be  reliable 
information.  •  I  therefore  inferred  that  the  general  in  command  had 
assumed  the  exclusive  control  of  all  matters  connected  with  these  Indian 
outbreaks,  and  acted  in  virtue  of  his  command  of  the  army  in  this 
Territory.  Under  the  circumstances,  I  deemed  it  proper  to  return  to 
this  city,  where  my  presence  seemed  more  likely  to  promote  the  public 
interest,  than  by  remaining  where  my  official  authority,  to  say  the 
least,  was  considered  questionable. 

Soon  after  my  return,  I  met  Lieutenant  G-ay,  who  was  in  command 
of  the  company  of  dragoons  above  alluded  to,  who  was  then  en  route 
to  the  north.  Our  interview  was  entirely  unofficial,  he  making  no 
report  to  me  in  relation  to  his  orders. 

Under  the  circumstances,  however,  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  furnish 
him  with  every  item  of  information  that  might  &cilitate  him  in  oper- 
ating successfully  against  the  hostile  Indians.  I  have  been  informed 
(unofficially)  that  Lieutenant  Gay  had  a  skirmish  with  a  party  of  Indians 
near  Box  Elder. 

This  officer  subsequently  formed  a  junction  with  Major  Lynde,  who, 
in  command  of  four  companies  of  United  States  troops,  was  on  his 
return  march  from  the  Humboldt  river  and  Goose  Creek  mountains. 

Since  that  time,  I  have  learned  that  another  train  has  been  attacked 
and  destroyed  near  Marsh  creek,  in  Oregon. 

After  inquiry  on  this  subject,  I  am  induced  to  believe  that  the  par- 
ties who  have  committed  these  outrages  are  renegades  from  the  Ban- 
nacks  of  Oregon,  and  Shoshonees;  depredations  of  a  smilar  character 
have  been  committed  by  these  outlaws  for  many  years. 

I  presume  the  proper  department  will  consider  it  necessary  to  estab- 
lish permanent  posts  between  Fort  Hall  and  the  Goose  Creek  mount- 
ains. 

The  Shoshonee  Indians  of  the  Humboldt  and  the  G-oose  Creek 
mountains,  and  who  claim  a  home  in  Utah  Territory,  have  not  com- 
mitted any  depredations  since  my  visit  among  them  last  Fall.  It  is 
quite  obvious  to  me  that  the  Bannack  Indians  of  Oregon  have  insti- 
gated all  the  northern  difficulties ;  and  that  the  Shoshonees  of  this 
Territory  are  only  performing  a  secondary  part. 


Camp  Floyd,  Utah  Territory, 

October  25,  1859. 

Sir  :  Inclosed,  please  find  the  affidavits  of  Thomas  Wright  and 
William  Jones,  as  to  the  character  of  the  persons  who  perpetrate  the 
massacres  on  the  Fort  Hall  road  from  the  States  to  California. 

The  party  of  pretended  Indians  seen  by  these  affiants  about  the  first 
of  September  were,  I  presume,  the  same  that  made  the  attack  on 
Miltimore's  train,  on  the  31st  August,  on  their  return  to  the  South 
Pass. 

With  the  Indian  savage,  one  of  the  principal  inducements  to  murder 
is  to  plunder.    Horses  and  cattle  are  most  prized ;  the  first  to  ride  and 
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the  last  for  food.  The  cattle  of  Miltimore's  train  was  not  disturbed. 
In  it  there  was  a  sorrel  horse  answering  to  the  description  of  the  one 
traded  by  these  painted  white  men,  to  the  party  with  which  Wright 
and  Jones  were  traveling.  The  general  travel  for  this  year  is  over, 
and  nearly  all  the  troops  have  returned  to  their  quarters  here.  Next 
season  we  may  expect  a  renewal  of  these  outrages.  No  country  in  the 
world  is  better  suited  to  the  purposes  of  bandits  than  this  ;  and  it  will 
give  us  trouble  to  rid  the  roads  through  these  mountains  of  them.  A 
party  of  Delaware  Indian  spies  could  be  made  very  useful  to  the  army 
in  breaking  them  up,  and  giving  aid  to  the  emigrants. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  R.  ECKELS. 

Hon.  J.  Thompson, 

Secretary  of  Interior,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Utah  Tbrritory,  Cedar  County,  88  : 

Thomas  Wright  and  William  Jones  make  the  following  statement 
under  oath,  viz:  *' We  were  traveling  this  season  from  the  States  to 
California,  in  company  with  William  Bradbury  and  Louis  Montando 
and  others,  twenty-one  in  all,  on  the  road  known  as  Captain  Lander's 
wagon  road,  from  the  upper  and  last  crossing  of  the  Sweetwater  river, 
near  the  South  Pass  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  until  where  it  again  in- 
tersects the  old  Fort  Hall  road,  in  Oregon.  About  twenty-five  miles 
west  of  Fort  Hall  and  east  of  the  Goose  Creek  mountains,  we  found 
four  wagons  which  we  have  since  been  informed,  and  believe,  belonged 
to  Miltimore's  train  that  was  attacked  on  the  31st  of  August  last.  We 
found  there  eight  dead  bodies  ;  among  the  number  were  found  an  old 
man  and  a  woman  and  a  child  by  her  side.  We  also  found  a  place  where 
we  supposed  two  others  had  lain,  but  had  been  dragged  away  by  wild 
beasts.  The  dead  we  found  were  torn  and  disfigured  by  wolves  or 
other  wild  animals.  Some  of  the  contents  of  these  wagons  were  taken 
by  men  in  our  party.  Two  and  a  half  or  three  miles  trom  the  wagons 
we  found  twenty-nine  head  of  horn  cattle,  which  we  gathered  together 
and  drove  on  here  to  Camp  Floyd,  where  we  found  the  remnant  of 
the  Miltimore  party  who  claimed  and  have  now  these  cattle. 

At  several  aifferent  places  on  the  road  before  we  came  to  the  last 
crossing  of  Sweetwater,  persons  came  to  us  and  insisted  that  the 
Lander's  road  was  the  nearest  and  best  road  to  California,  and  that  we 
should  travel  it.  We  are  now  satisfied  that  these  representations  were 
false,  and  intended  to  deceive  emigrants  and  get  them  on  it  to  be 
plundered  and  robbed. 

On  this  road,  between  the  Sweetwater  and  where  we  found  the 
Miltimore  wagons,  about  the  first  of  September  last,  we  saw  a  party  of 
from  twenty  to  thirty  persons  either  Indians  or  in  the  disguise  of 
Indians.  We  then  (and  yet)  believed  them  to  be  whites  in  disguise. 
They  came  to  our  camp  in  a  evening  from  out  of  a  mountain,  and 
traded  with  our  party  a  fine  American  horse  for  a  rifle  gun,  powder, 
lead,  and  caps.     This  horse  followed  after  our  wagons,  and  we  oelieve^ 
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was  the  horse  of  some  party  that  had  been  accustomed  to  that  mode  of 
trayel.  He  was  a  sorrel  gelding  with  one  white  hind  foot.  Five  or 
six  of  these  real  or  pretended  Indians  had  long  heavy  beards,  and 
three  of  them  had  yellow  hair.  We  noticed  none  of  them  that  had 
the  long  coarse  black  heir  of  the  Indian.  This  fact  was  spoken  of  by 
one  of  our  party  in  their  hearing,  and  it  produced  quite  a  sensation 
among  them.  These  pretended  Indians  spoke  our  language  well,  as 
well  as  any  American  speaks  it;  there  was  no  brogue  on  their  tongues, 
and  they  talked  it  to  one  another  as  well  as  to  us.  They  had  some 
mutton  with  them  that  they  tried  to  sell  us  for  mountain  sheep.  They 
knew  the  value  of  powder,  lead,  caps,  and  guns  as  well  as  we  did,  as 
well  as  the  cost  of  such  things  in  the  States.  They  also  purchased 
some  things  of  our  party  and  paid  for  them  in  American  gold  coin. 
After  they  had  sold  the  horse  and  received  the  pay  in  exchange,  one 
of  their  party  jumped  on  the  horse  and  attempted  to  make  off  with 
him,  but  was  caught  by  a  man  of  our  party  and  the  horse  taken,  but 
no  violence  was  offered.  They  visited  our  camp  both  in  the  evening 
and  the  morning  ;  but  some  of  those  who  came  m  the  evening  did  not 
return  in  the  morning,  but  others  who  had  not  been  there  before  came 
in  place  of  them.  There  were  three  women  in  the  party  that  were  not 
dark  enough  for  Indians ;  at  best  they  could  not  be  more  than  half-  i 
breeds.  Before  reaching  Miltimore's  wagons,  we  saw  where  at  least  j 
three  trains  had  been  burnt,  and  the  wagon-irons  left  lying  on  the 
ground. 

THOMAS  WRIGHT, 
WILLIAM  JONES. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me,  October  21,  1859. 

D.  R.  ECKELS, 
Chief  Juatice  Supreme  Court  y  U.  T. 
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Beport  of  F,  W.  Lander ^  Superintendent ^  Ac. ,  to  the  Commiasioner  of 

Indian  Affairs. 

Washington,  February  18,  1860. 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  the  letter  of  instructions  of  Acting  Commis- 
sioner Charles  £.  Mix,  of  March  26,  1859,  I  have  carried  out  the 
specifications  therein  embraced,  visited  the  tribes  enumerated,  and  have 
the  honor  to  report : 

THE  EASTERN  SNAKES. 

On  the  2d  day  of  July,  the  principal  payment  was  made  to  the 
Eastern  or  Washikeek  band  of  Snake  Indians,  at  the  crossing  of  Big 
Sandy  river,  forty  miles  west  from  the  South  Pass,  in  the  presence  of  a 
large  number  of  emigrants.  Subsequent  payments  were  made  to  small 
parties  of  this  tribe  as  the  expedition  proceeded. 

No  instance  is  on  record  of  the  Eastern  Snakes  having  committed 
outrages  upon  the  whites.  The  present^  were  given  as  a  reward  for 
their  ^ood  oehavior  in  the  past,  and  as  a  payment  for  the  destruction 
of  their  root  and  herding  grounds  by  the  animals  of  the  emigration. 

They  were  requented  to  aid  overland  travelers  by  every  means  in 
their  power,  to  restore  strayed  and  lost  stock,  and  in  case  of  any  outrage 
being  committed  upon  them  by  emigrants,  to  refrain  from  reprisal, 
but  report  it,  through  their  chief,  to  proper  authorities.  These  points 
were  explained  to  them  by  elcellent  interpreters,  were  agreed  to,  and 
have  been  implicitly  regarded.  The  life  of  an  emigrant  was  saved  by  an 
Indian  at  ^' Green  river  crossing,"  and  great  assistance  rendered  at  the 
same  dangerous  ford  in  passing  trains,  by  the  mounted  warriors  of  the 
tribe.  Lost  stock  has  been  driven  in,  and,  by  a  paper  bearing  over 
nine  thousand  signatures,  the  emigrants  state  ^Hhat  they  have  been 
most  kindly  treats  by  the  Indians." 

At  the  payment,  the  emigrants  were  given  to  understand  the  object 
of  the  disbursement  of  presents,  and  have  treated  the  Indians  with  con- 
sideration and  respect. 

The  Eastern  Snakes  range  from  the  waters  of  Wind  river,  or  latitude 
43^  3(y  on  the  north,  and  from  the  South  Pass  to  the  headwaters  of 
the  North  Platte  on  the  east,  and  to  Bear  river,  near  the  mouth  of 
Smith's  Fork,  on  the  west.  They  extend  south  as  far  as  Brown's 
Hole,  on  Green  river.  Their  principal  subsistence  is  the  roots  and 
seeds  of  the  wild  vegetables  of  the  region  they  inhabit ;  the  mountain 
trout,  with  which  all  the  streams  of  the  country  are  abundantly  sup- 
plied; and  wild  game.  The  latter  is  now  very  scarce  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  new  and  old  emigrant  roads. 

The  immense  herds  of  antelope  I  remember  having  seen  along  the 
route  of  the  new  road,  in  1864  and  1867,  seem  to  have  disappeared. 
These  Indians  visit  the  border  ground  between  their  own  country  and 
the  Crows  and  Blackfeet  for  the  purpose  of  hunting  elk,  antelope,  and 
stray  herds  of  buffalo.  When  tnese  trips  are  made  they  travel  only 
in  large  bands,  for  fear  of  the  Blackfeet  and  Crows.  With  the  Pan- 
nacks  and  parties  of  Salt  Lake  Diggers  they  often  make  %t^iV  \nii<^T 
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marches  into  the  northwestern  buffalo  ranges  on  the  headwaters  of 
the  Missouri  and  Yellow  Stone. 

These  excursions  usually  last  oyer  winter,  the  more  western  Indians 
who  join  them  passing  over  a  distance  of  twelve  hundred  miles  on  the 
out  and  return  journey. 

They  are  at  peace  with  the  Flatheads,  hunting  with  them  on  the 
buffalo  grounds.  They  seem  to  have  no  discretion  in  the  killing  of 
game.  The  antelope  '^surrounds/'  in  which  the  whole  tribe  often 
engages,  are  made  at  that  season  of  the  year  when  the  antelope  is 
heavy  with  young,  or  has  the  fawn  by  her  side.  I  witnessed  one  of 
these  '^  surrounds"  on  the  headwaters  of  Green  river  in  1858.  On 
this  occasion  the  whole  herd  of  antelope  was  slaughtered  indiscrimi- 
nately. Washikeek,  the  principal  chief  of  the  tribe,  is  half  Flat- 
head. He  obtained  his  popularity  in  the  nation  by  various  feats  as  a 
warrior  and,  it  is  urged  by  some  of  the  mountaineers,  by  his  extreme 
severity.  This  has,  in  one  or  two  instances,  extended  so  far  as  taking 
life.  The  word  ^^Washikee"  or  '*  Washikeek"  signifies  **  Gambler's 
Gourd."  He  was  originally  called  *'Pina-qua-na"  or  *'Smell-of- 
Sugar."  ^'Push-i-can"  or  "Pur-chi-can,"  another  war  chief  of  the 
Snakes,  bears  upon  his  forehead  the  scar  of  a  blow  of  the  tomahawk 
given  by  Washikee  in  one  of  these  altercations.  Washikee,  who  is 
also  known  by  the  term  of  ^Hhe  white  man's  friend,"  was  many  years 
ago  in  the  employment  of  the  American  and  Hudson's  Bay  fur  com- 
panies. He  was  the  constant  companion  of  the  white  trappers,  and 
his  superior  knowledge  and  accomplishments  may  be  attributed  to  this 
fact. 

He  is  very  light  colored,  remarkably  tall  and  well  formed,  even  ma- 
iestic  in  appearance,  and,  in  my  own  opinion,  an  undeniable  half- 
breed.  He  is  desirous  of  visiting  Washington  with  the  principal  war- 
riors of  his  tribe,  never  having  been  further  east  than  Fort  Laramie. 
The  policy  of  making  provisions  for  this  visit  is  evident,  many  of  the 
more  warlike  tribes  in  his  vicinity,  and  some  of  the  Eastern  Snakes, 
having  been  led  to  believe  that  the  whites  are  very  few  in  number.  I 
have  not  heard  the  chiefis  of  the  more  western  tribes  speak  of  such  a 
visit,  but  they  would  probably  join  in  it.  As  my  instructions  did  not 
direct  any  such  arrangement,  I  could  only  inform  the  chief  that  I 
would  make  his  wishes  known  to  the  Great  Father. 

Washikee  expresses  himself  in  favor  of  the  reserve  system,  and  has 
named  a  section  of  country  near  the  Medicine  Bow  butte,  on  the  bor- 
der lands  of  his  tribe,  as  a  suitable  place  for  farming  purposes.  I 
should  anticipate  some  difficulty  at  the  present  time  in  any  endeavor 
to  unite  the  Eastern  Snakes  upon  a  reserve.  I  made  them  offers  of 
seeds  and  utensils,  which  were  not  well  received. 

They  express  themselves  very  favorably  in  reference  to  herding, 
and  might  oe  restrained  to  habits  of  discipline  and  self-denial  in  this 
respect  were  suitable  agents  appointed  to  reside  among  them. 

They  are  a  wandering  tribe,  and  range  at  different  seasons  of  the 
year,  as  necessity  calls,  over  the  entire  region  I  have  described. 

The  Salt  Lake  Diggers  intermarry  with  the  Eastern  Snakes,  and  are 
on  good  terms  with  them. 

Among  these  Indians  are  some  of  the  worst  in  the  mountains. 
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Washikee  will  not  permit  a  borse  thief  or  a  vagabond  to  remain  in  his 
band,  but  many  of  the  Mormon  Indians  go  about  the  country  with 
minor  chiefs  calling  themselves  Eastern  Snakes. 

Old  Snag,  a  chief  scipetimes  seen  on  Green  river,  who  proclaims 
himself  an  Eastern  Snake,  and  friend  of  the  Americans,  but  who  is,  I 
am  informed,  half  Pannack,  is  of  this  class.  His  character  is  very 
doubtful.  Although  no  actual  proof  exists  of  his  participation  in  rob- 
beries, he  has  been  known  to  permit  young  men  to  travel  in  his  ban- 
who  have  stolen  horses  from  emigrants.  An  instance  of  this  sort  has 
occurred  the  present  season,  to  which  I  shall  refer  in  my  remarks 
upon  the  Pannack  tribe. 

Southern  Indians  pass,  on  their  way  '*  to  buffalo,"  (a  technical  term,) 
through  the  lands  of  the  Eastern  Snakes  and  Pannacks,  and  the  latter 
are  often  made  to  bear  the  blame  of  their  horse-stealing  proclivities. 
The  Southern  or  Salt  Lake  Snakes  or  Diggers  are,  as  a  class,  more 
civilized  than  Washikee's  band.  Many  of  them  speak  English  ex- 
ceedingly well,  and  are  very  good  farm  laborers.  They  are  the  most 
dangerous  Indians  in  the  country,  and  if  they  could  be  gathered  on 
reserves  during  the  passage  of  the  emigration,  where  they  can  be  made 
to  support  themselves  much  more  readily  than  the  northern  Indians, 
it  would  be  a  matter  of  great  benefit  to  the  overland  travel. 

Any  steps  which  could  be  taken  to  augment  the  power  of  Washikee, 
who  is  perfectly  safe  in  his  attachment  to  the  Americans  and  northern 
mountaineers,  would  also  prove  beneficial. 

A  depredation  was  committed  in  the  Eastern  Snake  country,  by  Salt 
Lake  Diggers,  on  their  way  ^'to  bufiieilo;"  a  fine  ox  being  shot  down, 
owing  to  a  quarrel,  which  grew  out  of  a  horse-trade  with  an  emigrant, 
named  Amberson  Huff.  The  man  could  not  have  gone  on  without 
another  ox,  which  was  purchased  for  him  out  of  the  funds  of  the  wagon 
road  expedition,  and  charged  to  your  bureau. 

The  Eastern  Snakes  speak  the  same  language  as  the  Camanches,  and 
often  visit  that  warlike  tribe. 

The  Southern  Snakes  or  Diggers  have  slightly  different  pronuncia- 
tion for  some  words.  Their  language  is  called  by  mountaineers  Digger 
Snake. 

The  Western  Snakes,  who  go  about  the  country  with  the  Pannacks, 
also  use  a  slightly  different  pronunciation  from  the  Camanche  or  pure 
Snake  of  the  eastern  mountains. 

TAB  BANKACKS  OR  PANNACKS. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Menshall,  who  received  my  instructions  to  pass  in  advance 
of  the  main  expedition  to  Salt  Lake  City,  organize  a  party  of  Mormons, 
load  a  train  with  flour  for  the  main  expedition,  repair  the  western  end 
of  the  mountain  section  of  the  new  road,  and  thence  working  towards 
the  eastern  approach,  join  me  on  Salt  river,  first  met  the  Pannacks  near 
Smoky  cafion,  (so  called.)  They  were  in  force,  but  treated  his  party 
with  civility.  Apprehensions  had  existed  of  difficulty  with  the  Pan- 
nacks, who  had  stolen  horses  near  Camp  Floyd,  and  were  unsuccessfully 
followed  by  the  troops  during  last  winter.  Edward  Williamson,  who 
brought  the  inibrmation  from  Mr.  Menshall  of  the  stat^  oC  lVi<^  xi^^ 
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road  and  of  his  arrival  at  Smoky  canon,  came  express  over  two  hundred 
miles  of  distance  entirely  alone  and  without  molestation,  although 
meeting  many  small  parties  of  these  Indians. 

I  made  my  first  payment  to  them  July  20,#>n  Salt  river. 

Only  twenty  lodges  were  present,  though  other  small  bands  were 
afterwards  met ;  Mopeah  (in  English,  ^^  Bunch ofHairin  the  Forehead/') 
calling  himself  a  friend  of  the  Mormons,  was  chief  of  the  party.    They 
range  through  Blackfoot  valley,  where  are  large  kamass  root  grounds, 
and  fine  opportunities  for  taking  mountain  trout.     The   latter  are 
caught  and  dried  in  large  quantities  for  winter  use.     This  band  goes 
^^  to  bufialo,"  and  will  not  part  with  goodbufialo  horses.     Their  usual 
route  is  through  the  pass  at  the  head  of  Marsh  creek,  a  tributary  of 
the  Snake.     The  divide  at  the  head  of  Marsh  creek  is  low,  and  thej 
can  return  during  winter ;  sometimes  they  come  back  by  way  of  the 
South  Pass  and  Fort  Bridger.     Some  of  Mopea's  band  hang  about 
Cache  valley,  and  among  the  very  bad  Indians  known  as  the  Cache 
Valley  or  Salt  Lake  Diggers.     To  the  latter,  and  the  Western  Snakes, 
may  be  attributed  the  outrages  recently  committed  on  the  overland 
emigration. 

Mopeah's  band  may  be  said  to  number  forty-five  lodges,  or  about 
three  hundred  souls.  They  have  large  numbers  of  horses.  The  evening 
after  the  presents  were  distributed,  a  war  party  of  about  thirty  Indians, 
under  the  direction  of  Tash-e-pah,  arrived. 

TASH-E-PAH. 

Tash-e-pah,  or  Louis,  who  is  a  noted  horse-thief  and  war  chief,  is 
half  Flathead.  He  is  friendly  to  the  Americans.  I  met  him  in  1^7, 
when  he  had  just  arrived  from  Oregon,  with  a  band  of  horses  stolen 
from  the  Cayuses.  Tash-e-pah  left  most  of  the  disaffected  Pannacks 
at  Salmon  Falls;  but  two  or  three  accompanied  him.  A  slight  diffi- 
culty occurred  with  the  latter.  The  train  was  encamped  in  a  com- 
manding position,  overlooking  the  Indian  lodges,  which  were  pitched 
along  the  valley  near  a  small  brook,  lined  with  willows.  At  about  the 
time  of  changing  the  first  guard,  some  of  the  disaffected  Pannacks  shot 
from  these  willows  at  the  embers  of  the  camp  fire,  where  Walter 
Briscoe  and  myself  were  seated.  Two  shots  were  fired,  one  passing 
very  near  Briscoe.  A  bucket  of  water  was  dashed  on  the  fire,  and  the 
men  were  turned  out  without  noise.  The  herding  horses  were  then  led 
into  the  encampment,  and  the  mules  surrounded  to  prevent  a  stampede. 
The  horses  were  then  saddled.  While  this  was  going  on,  taking  with 
me  fifteen  of  the  most  reliable  men  of  the  train,  experienced  in  mount- 
ain life,  I  entered  the  willows  and  secured  the  Indians  between  the 
camp  on  the  hill  and  the  mountain. 

Tash-e-pah  and  Mopeah,  with  several  of  the  older  warriors,  remained 
in  the  lodges,  and  on  the  men  raising  a  shout  as  they  chugged  on  the 
ambush,  they  called  out,  in  Snake,  for  us  not  to  shoot,  at  the  same  time 
kindling  a  fire  in  the  lodges.  In  my  opinion,  it  would  have  been 
entirely  out  of  place  to  have  killed  the  young  men  whom  we  made 
prisoners.  My  reason  for  not  doing  so  was  simply  the  fact  that  the 
road  in  the  rear  of  the  train  was  at  this  time  crowded  with  small  par- 
ties of  emigrants,  men,  women,  and  children,  manyof  th^n  unarmed. 


^'_3P^ 
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The  Pannadks,  although  reported  at  Salmon  FaUs^  might  have  heeu 
in  force  in  the  neighboring  mountains. 

The  very  fact  that  Mopeah  had  visited  me  with  the  women  and  chil- 
dren of  the  tribe,  and  brought  with  him  a  large  band  of  yaluable 
buffalo  horses,  was  conclusive  that  he  did  not  intend  hostilities.  I  had 
proved  the  friendship  of  Tash-e-pah  (or  French  Louis)  years  before, 
when,  with  one  companion,  I  passed  through  his  country  from  Oregon. 
Mopeah  explained  the  affair  by  saying  that  there  were  two  young  men 
in  his  band  who  were  fools,  and  angry  because  they  had  not  received 
blankets  and  presents  with  the  rest  of  the  tribe.  They  arrived  after 
the  payment.  Several  of  these  Indians  were,  however,  held  as  host- 
ages, and  traveled  with  the  train  to  Baft  river.  After  receiving  their 
presents  they  were  sent  out  to  bring  in  the  Salmon  river  party.  They 
would  undoubtedly  have  brought  them  if  we  had  not  fallen  in,  at  the 
designated  rendezvous,  with  Captain  Wallen's  command,  a  military 
force  just  arrived  from  Oregon. 

The  expedition  halted  about  a  week  for  the  hostiles,  when  the  pres- 
ents intended  for  them  were  taken  on  to  California  and  sold  to  the 
credit  of  the  department. 

The  Pannacks  are  not  irreclaimably  hostile.  They  are  well-disposed 
to  the  whites,  but  their  horse-stealing  proclivities  prevent  amicable 
arrangements  with  them,  to  become  lasting,  if  it  is  to  be  made  a 
cause  of  war  against  the  whole  tribe,  Washikee  told  me  that  there 
were  a  good  many  voung  men  among  the  Pannacks  who  would  not 
acknowledge  their  cniefs'  authority.  He  also  said  that  when  the  Pan- 
nacks came  from  buffalo,  these  young  men  often  stole  horses  from  the 
Snakes,  and  he  did  not  go  to  war  about  it,  because  the  tribes  inter- 
marry and  are  friends.  Mopeah  said  that  the  tribe  went  to  visit  the 
soldiers  at  Fort  Bridger,  to  prove  their  friendship,  and  did  not  get 
presents.  This  enraged  them,  and  they  stole  horses  on  starting  to 
return  to  their  own  country.  This  is  the  time  they  were  followed  by 
the  troops.  Malicious  parties,  said  by  the  Indians  to  be  Mormons, 
told  the  Pannacks  that  the  troops  were  coming  against  them  during 
the  summer,  and  seeing  the  soldiers  they  necessarily  refused  to  come  in. 

I  was  informed  by  Ten-toi  (Snake  and  Pannack)  that  he  would  aid 
in  punishing  any  horse-thief  or  murderer,  and  that  he  did  not  care 
bow  soon  they  were  hung,  if  the  leading  friendly  Indians  of  the 
tribe  were  were  present ;  but  if  war  was  made  indiscriminately,  and  his 
relatives  killed,  he  should  have  to  fight.  Ten-toi  is  the  son  of  the 
noted  chief  and  friend  of  the  whites,  '^Old  Buonaparte,"  now  dead. 
He  is  not  a  chief,  but  has  very  great  influence  with  the  tribe,  and  has 
distinguished  himself  in  wars  with  the  Blackfeet. 

Our  expeditions  of  the  last  three  years,  and  the  whites  generally, 
are  under  obligations  to  this  fine  Indian.  He  has,  at  much  loss  and 
expense,  and  at  some  risk  to  himself,  several  times  recovered  stolen 
horses.  He  saved  the  lives  of  two  Nez-Perce  prisoners  taken  by  the 
Pannacks.  Five  of  the  horses  stolen  last  winter  by  whites  were  recov- 
ered and  returned  by  Ten-toi ;  so,  too,  two  mules  taken  from  the  Mor- 
mons. He  is  the  Indian  referred  to  in  my  report  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  of  last  year.  I  presented  him  with  a  fine 
Hawkins  rifle  the  present  season. 


126  MASSACSB  AT  MOUNTADf  IfBADOWB. 

While  on  my  way  to  Raft  creek,  intelligence  arrived  of  the  stealing 
of  three  horses  at  Salt  river  on  the  new  road,  by  some  Salt  Lake  Dig- 
gers, who  were  traveling  with  ^^  Old  Snag."  This  Indian  I  have 
already  named  as  of  doubtful  character.  They  took  the  horses  in  an 
easterly  direction,  on  their  way  to  "  buffalo."  Two  other  horses  were 
stolen,  and  recovered.  These,  with  the  shooting  of  an  ox,  already 
referred  to,  were  the  only  depredations  committed  on  the  new  road, 
although  reports  have  been  made  to  the  contrary.  The  Indians  who 
stole  the  horses  were  of  the  Cache  valley  band,  and  out  of  their  own 
country.  At  the  time  this  was  done  I  was  two  hundred  miles  in 
advance,  the  emigration  having  nearly  all  passed.  If  I  had  returned, 
followed  the  Indians,  and  recovered  the  horses,  I  should  not  have  been 
able  to  meet  the  Pannacks  at  the  proposed  rendezvous.  My  advance 
party  of  thirteen  men  on  Humboldt  river  would  have  also  been  out  of 
provisions ;  other  circumstances  precluded  my  sending  back  a  party 
and  awaiting  its  return.  I,  thereiore,  placed  the  charge  of  the  recovery 
of  these  three  horses  with  Thomas  Lavatti,  a  very  reliable  half-breed 
interpeter,  and  Ten-toi.  Thomas  Lavatti  is  referred  to  in  my  letter  to 
Mr.  Forney,  superintendent  of  Indian  afiiairs,  at  Great  Salt  Lake  City, 
of  August  16, 1859. 

Statements  were  taken  from  the  emigrants  losing  the  horses,  and  the 
papers  are  forwarded  herewith,  for  your  inspection  and  decision  upon 
the  merits  of  the  case.  As  the  men  were  on  their  way  to  California, 
they  will  probably  make  application  for  payment  through  some  mem- 
ber of  Congress  from  that  State. 

If  an  expedition  goes  out  next  season,  the  commanding  officer  will 
probably  receive  the  animals  from  Ten-toi  or  Lavatti.  They  will  neces- 
sarily be  of  no  use  to  the  emigrants,  who,  in  my  opinion,  are  entitled 
to  payment  if  there  is  any  law  under  which  they  can  receive  it. 

Mr.  William  H.  West  was  sent  back  to  the  South  Pass  to  inform 
emigrants  that  bad  Indians  were  on  the  road,  and  direct  them  to  look 
out  for  their  stock.  He  was  instructed  to  bring  such  intelligence  of 
the  conduct  of  the  Indians  as  he  might  be  enabled  to  gather.  On  his 
return  he  passed  over  the  route  of  the  recent  massacre  at  about  the 
time  of  their  being  committed.  He  escaped  the  hostile  bands  by  night 
travel.  He  is  entitled  to  honorable  mention  for  daring  and  successful 
service,  and  for  the  exposure  and  hardships  of  his  trip.  The  journey 
was  made  in  saddle,  over  a  distance  of  six  hundred  miles,  and  at  the 
rate  of  sixty  miles  to  the  twenty-four  hours.  He  traveled  with  a 
single  blanket,  and  was  without  food  for  forty-eight  hours  at  a  time. 

This  massacre,  the  murder  of  the  Miltimore  train,  referred  to  in 
Judge  Eckels's  letter  to  you,  did  not  take  place  upon  the  new  road,  as 
stated. 

The  following  report  of  August  16,  refers  to  it: 

Camp  on  West  Branch  of  Rapt  River, 
15  miles  from  City  Rocks,  August  16,  1859. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  following  important 
information,  regarding  a  transaction  of  which  you  have  already  pro- 
bably received  some  intelligence. 
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An  Indian  lad,  named  No-e-no-kook,  in  English,  "  The  Boy  that 
Runs  Fast,"  about  fourteen  years  of  age,  belonging  to  Pocatara's  band 
of  Western  Snakes,  came  into  my  camp  to-day,  accompanied  by  two 
other  Indians  of  the  same  tribe,  and  informed  me  of  the  massacre  of  a 
small  party  of  emigrants,  about  twenty  miles  east  of  the  junction  of 
the  Fort  Hall  and  Hedspeth  roads,  on  the  west  branch  of  Raft  river. 

The  attacking  party  consisted  of  about  thirty  warriors  of  the  Salt 
Lake  or  Southern  Snake  Indians  under  the  direction  of  a  chief  named 
Pag-e-ah,  or,  in  English,  *^The  man  who  carries  the  arrows."  This 
chief  was  the  leader  in  the  massacre.  Two  other  principal  men  were 
present,  one  named  Sow-Wich,  which,  translated,  means  nearer  than 
anything  else,  ''The  steam  from  a  cow's  belly,"  and  another  called 
Ah-gutch,  or,  ''The  Salmon."  There  were  other  Indians  present 
whose  names  are  Pah-win-poah  or  the  "Water  goes  in  the  path," 
Pag-en-up,  or,  "The  mist  after  the  rain,"  and  Wah-me-tuh-mah, 
which  hardly  bears  translation. 

Four  white  men  were  killed,  one  man  and  one  woman  wounded. 
Aft^r  the  massacre,  the  Indian  party  divided,  a  portion  crossing  the 
mountain  towards  the  Humboldt,  but  the  larger  number  and  the  two 
chiefs  going  back  with  the  stolen  property  towards  Salt  Lake  City. 
They  are  now  said  to  be  either  at  Rush  valley,  a  favorite  haunt  of 
theirs  in  the  Mormon  settlements,  or  nearer  the  city.  The  boy  brought 
to  camp  a  blanket  taken  from  the  emigrants  during  the  massacre,  and 
which  was  given  him  by  one  of  the  murderers.  He  is  much  fright- 
ened^ having  been  present  during  my  treaty  last  season  with  Poca- 
tara's  band.  His  idea  was  to  come  in  and  give  up  the  blanket  and 
tell  all  he  knew  of  the  matter.  He  assures  me  that  none  of  Pocatara's 
band  were  engaged  in  the  affair,  which  I  have  little  reason  to  doubt, 
as  they  have  several  times  passed  small  parties  of  unarmed  men, 
having  valuable  mules  and  horses  in  their  possession,  through  their 
country  since  the  treaty  of  last  year. 

I  find  it  impossible  to  induce  the  boy  to  accompany  the  bearer, 
Thomas  Lavatti,  my  interpreter,  to  the  city.  He  is  more  afraid  of  the 
Indians  than  of  the  white  men.  I  do  not  like  to  use  force,  as  it  might 
prevent  another  disclosure  of  crime,  by  destroying  the  trust  of  the 
Indians  of  this  vicinity  in  the  propriety  of  making  such  facts  known. 
I  send,  therefore,  the  blanket  and  the  uncle  of  the  boy,  who  is  in  pos- 
session of  all  the  facts,  and  can  point  out  the  Indians  designate.  Mr. 
Lavatti  is  also  perfectly  conversant  with  all  the  facts  of  this  case,  as 
related  by  the  boy. 

The  boy  met  some  of  the  murderers  near  Rush  valley  on  their  return 
from  the  fight,  and  they  then  told  him  they  had  stolen  thirty  cattle 
and  a  number  of  mules.  Three  lodges  of  this  same  tribe,  or  Pag-e-ah's 
band  of  Mormon  Snakes,  have  been  on  the  new  road  via  Salt  river 
valley  the  present  season  on  their  way  "to  buffalo"  with  the  party 
of  Ti-wan-aoah  or  "  Old  Snag."  They  stole  five  horses  from  emigrants^ 
two  of  which  were  recovered.  Snag  can  point  out  the  Indians  who 
stole  these  horses,  and  should  be  made  to  do  so  on  their  return  home. 
Ten-toi  and  other  leading  Indians  of  the  Upper  Snake  and  Pannack 
tribes  desire  these  difficulties  ended,  and  will  give  all  the  aid  in  their 
power  to  accomplish  such  a  result.     This  can  hardly  take  place,  how- 
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ever,  until  some  of  the  worst  of  the  Indians  are  punished.  The  Pan- 
nacks  are  now  quiet.  I  have  met  about  forty  lodges.  ^  The  Kamast 
Prairie  and  Fort  Bois^  Pannacks  have  refused  to  come  into  the  pay- 
ment, being  afraid  of  the  troops,  but  have  sent  back  three  horses 
stolen  from  the  whites. 

I  commend  to  your  notice  Thomas  Lavatti,  who  has  accompanied 
me  among  the  Indians  when  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  obtain  another 
interpreter,  and  when  my  party  had  been  deserted  by  every  other 
mountaineer  from  apprehensions  of  Indian  troubles.  Lavatti  rides 
express  to  bring  the  intelligence  I  transmit,  and  from  the  nature  of  it 
will  encounter  much  risk  not  only  now,  but  hereafter. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  these  marauding  bands  are  stimulated  by  in- 
habitants of  Utah  Territory  to  steal  cattle,  horses,  and  mules  for  their 
(the  whites)  benefit.  All  my  observations  of  the  last  and  present 
season  favor  this  supposition,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  stolen 
property  of  this  last  massacre  will  be  found  in  such  hands  as  to  fully 
justify  the  observation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  this  letter  may  be  laid  before  Gov- 
ernor Gumming  and  General  Johnson  of  the  Utah  army,  and  that  a 
copy  of  it  be  transmitted  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  LANDER, 

Superintendent,  cfic,  dc, 

Mr.  Forney, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  Salt  Lake  City. 

The  very  important  papers  addressed  by  Chief  Justice  Eckels  to  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  relation  to  these  massacres,  and 
referred  to  your  bureau,  rendered  necessary  a  review  of  this  whole 
subject.  The  Secretary,  in  fact,  has  especially  required  from  me  an 
explanation  of  the  matter.     Nor  is  this  to  be  wondered  at. 

It  must  be  inferred  by  Judge  Eckels's  letter,  that  he  believes  emi- 
grants were  advised  to  take  the  new  road  that  they  might  be  robbed 
by  Indians  or  evil-minded  white  men. 

He  also  says :  '*The  road  by  this  camp  (Camp  Floyd)  recently  made 
by  the  army,  is  more  than  three  hundred  miles  the  nearest,  and  much 
the  best  road  from  the  States  to  California,  and  the  public  would  soon 
follow  it,  but  for  interestedly  fcdae  representations  made  to  emigrants." 

Now  this  is  wholly  incorrect ;  the  road  is,  by  actual  measurement, 
only  six  miles  nearer  than  the  one  built  by  me  to  Carson  Valley,  it  is 
actually  longer  to  Honey  lake,  and  it  is  declared  by  the  officers  who 
surveyed  it,  and  by  General  Johnston,  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  it 
will  ever  be  suitable  for  a  lar^e  ox-team  emigration. 

In  the  opinion  of  mountaineers  it  never  can  become  an  emigrant 
road. 

As  to  the  ^'interestedly  false  representations  made  to  emigrants," 
Edmund  L.  Yates,  Esq.,  expedition  road  agent  at  the  South  Pass  wrote 
tome:  ** On  entering  upon  my  duties  I  had  the  misfortune,  as  you 
were  duly  informed,  to  meet  with  considerable  annoyance  from  par- 
ties, owners  of  ferries  on  the  Salt  Lake  road,  and  Mormon  agents  from 
Salt  Lake  City."  ^ 
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Your  instructions  to  me  of  Gth  of  July,  in  reply  to  my  complaint, 
•were  as  follows,  viz: 

**  Respecting  the  traders  of  Green  river  and  the  Mormon  agents,  we 
cannot  ao  more  than  simply  inform  the  emigrants  of  the  actual  facts 
in  regard  to  our  road.  Let  them  choose  which  of  the  two  roads  they 
care  to  travel,  it  is  nothing  to  us;  we  comply  and  plainly  ohey  instruc- 
tions from  the  department,  therefore  do  not  persuade  any  one  to  take 
the  road,  although  we  know  it  to  be  best." 

So  far  from  being  recommended  to  take  it,  it  appears  that  emigrants 
were  recommended  by  designing  parties  not  to  take  it,  and  that  the 
only  persons  who  gave  simple  and  reliable  information  about  it,  were 
the  officers  of  a  government  expedition,  appointed  under  the  direction 
of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  tne  Interior.  Is  it  to  be  supposed  that 
any  member  of  my  expedition  would  make  designedly  false  represen- 
tations to  emigrants?  But  the  following  statement  of  the  letter  of 
Judge  Eckels  is  important,  viz: 

"You  will,  however,  see  by  his  (Suberr's)  affidavit  that  there  were 
some  dozen  or  more  persons  at  the  mail  station,  on  Sweetwater,  near 
the  South  Pass  of  the  mountains,  and  that  from  what  he  heard  and 
seen  there,  he  was  led  to  believe  that  mischief  was  intended  to  this 
train  of  Miltimore's.  No  such  number  of  persons  belonged  to  this 
mail  station ;  and  I  have  requested  the  agent  of  the  mail  company  here 
to  make  inquiry  about  who  they  were,  and  when  and  by  what  road 
they  left." 

A  party  of  Mormons,  or  citizens  of  the  Mormon  settlements,  had  a 
blacksmith  shop  near  Pacific  Springs,  ten  miles  from  the  South  Pass, 
on  the  Salt  Lake  road.  They  were  often  at  the  mail  station,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  Sweetwater  river,  from  Tim.  Goodale's  lodge,  where 
Yates  resided.  Some  of  them  endeavored  to  prevent  emigrants  from 
taking  the  new  route,  and  may,  perhaps,  have  been  affiliated  with  the 
parties  who  stimulated  the  Indians  to  murder  and  rob  the  emigrants 
who  did  so.  In  fact,  from  their  attempting  to  influence  the  emigra- 
tion, a  collision  occurred  between  these  parties  and  Goodale.  During 
last  winter,  one  of  the  most  reliable  men  of  the  expedition,  left  at  the 
South  Pass  in  charge  of  government  property,  was  murdered  at  this 
station.  A  very  bitter  feeling  has  been  created  among  southern  traders 
by  the  turning  of  the  emigration  over  the  new  road.  The  opportunity 
is  lost  to  them  of  purchasing,  at  low  rates,  the  cattle  disabled  in  cross- 
ing the  desert  now  avoided  by  the  new  road.  The  business  of  the 
many  ferries  across  Green  river  is  also  injured.  Fully  two.  thirds,  Mr. 
Yates  says  nine  tenths,  of  the  emigration  went  bv  the  new  road,  but 
on  account  of  the  misstatements  of  the  parties  referred  to,  some  of  it 
kept  the  old  line  of  travel.  Next  year  very  few  of  the  emigrants  will 
travel  the  old  road,  and  many  of  the  traders  have  moved  their  stations 
to  the  new  one. 

The  great  freighting  trains  and  the  mails  turn  off  at  the  South  Pass^ 
but  the  emigrants,  as  a  class,  do  not  wish  to  go  through  Salt  Lake 
City,  and  have  heretofore  very  generally  avoided  it  by  the  winding 
route  of  the  old  road  along  Sublett's  cut-off;  Bear  river^  and  the 

Ex.  Doc.  42 ^9 
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Hedspeth  and  old  Fort  Hall  roads.  Some  small  trains,  generally  in- 
experienced travelers,  sometimes  pass  through  the  city,  either  to  pur- 
chase flour,  or  from  curiosity.  The  following  statement,  signed  by 
sixty  persons,  explains  their  reasons  for  disliking  the  route,  yi!&  : 

'^The  undersigned,  emigrants  from  Iowa  and  other  States  to  Cali- 
fornia, desire  to  state,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  may  emigrate  here- 
after, that  they  traveled  the  road  leading  by  Salt  Lake,  and  found  it 
very  mountainous  and  rough,  and  most  of  the  streams  on  said  road 
bridged  and  ferries  established,  over  which  exorbitant  tolls  were  ex- 
acted for  the  passage  of  trains  and  teams,  and  where  there  were  no 
bridges  or  ferries  over  the  streams^  the  fords  were  not  only  difficult, 
but  dangerous.  They  would  also  state,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who 
may  emigrate  hereafter,  that  they  were  compelled  to  pay  from  twenty- 
five  cents  to  five  cents  per  he^  a  night  for  pasturage  of  their  stock  at 
Salt  Lake,  and  as  far  up  as  Bear  river,  a  distance  of  nearly  one  hundred 
miles.  That  for  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  miles  from  the 
South  Pass,  towards  Salt  Lake  City,  the  country  was  nearly  destitute 
of  grass,  and  might  almost  be  called  a  barren  waste,  and  the  road 
strewn  with  carcasses  and  bones  of  dead  animals,  Jost  the  present  and 
past  seasons,  caused  doubtless  by  the  great  scarcity  of  grass ;  and  they 
especially  advise  all  future  emigrants  not  to  travel  the  Salt  Lake 
road.'' 

Signed  by  John  E.  Movers  and  fifty-nine  others. 

•  The  many  editorials  of  leading  papers  of  California  in  praise  of  the 
newroute,  the  proof  that  thirteen  thousand  (13,000)  individuals  passed 
over  it  and  signed  papers  in  favor  of  it  the  present  season,  and  the 
state  of  the  stock  of  the  wagon  road  expedition,  sold  at  a  large  profit 
to  the  department,  after  traveling  upon  it,  are  plain  arguments  as  to 
the  importance  of  the  route  and  of  its  future  adoption  by  the  emigration. 
The  peculiar  manner  in  which  this  road  has  been  assailed  in  official 
papers  reaching  your  bureau  has  alone  compelled  a  recapitulation  of 
these  details,  such  as  are  not  usually  embraced  in  an  Indian  report. 

How  outrages  upon  emigrants  may  he  prevented^  or  the  instigcUars  of 

them  brought  to  justice. 

Reliable  Indian  agents  should  be  appointed,  who  will  reside  with 
the  tribes  owning  the  country  over  which  the  new  road  passes.  These 
tribes  should  be  neld  responsible  for  its  protection.  The  leading  war- 
riors have  too  much  good  sense  to  permit  Indians  from  distant  localities 
to  commit  outrages  upon  it,  if  they  are  paid  to  guard  it.  I  believe 
these  murders  and  rooberies  are  caused  by  whites,  who  purchase  the 
stolen  property,  and  sometimes  join  the  Indians  in  making  their  attacks 
on  trains.  It  would  be  a  hard  thing  to  say  that  these  are  all  Mormon 
outrages,  but  the  property  stolen  certainly  often  finds  its  way  into  the 
upper  Mormon  settlements.  Here  the  marauding  bands  are  organized. 
Tney  winter  about  the  Cache  and  Bush  valley  settlements,  are  fed  by 
Mormon  farmers  during  the  winter,  and  are  on  good  terms  with  them. 
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But  the  population  of  these  upper  settlements,  as  a  class,  are  thrifty 
and  industrious,  and,  I  believe,  law-abiding  citizens.  On  their  way 
to  and  from  the  ^Imon  river  settlements.  Mormons  have  often  been 
murdered  by  Pannack  Indians.  Only  last  year  some  mules  were 
stolen  from  a  Mormon  train.  The  Salmon  river  settlements  were 
broken  up  by  Pannacks.  The  statement  made  in  the  last  annual 
report  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  that  the  Mormons  are  never 
molested  by  the  Indians',  must  therefore  be  regarded  as  grounded  on 
false  intelligence.  The  presence  of  the  agents  residing  with  or  accom- 
panying the  tribes  would  in  time  prove  who  the  instigators  of  these 
murders  are,  and  whether  Gentiles  or  Mormons,  they  could  be  brought 
to  justice.  In  almost  all  communities  remote  from  centers  of  civiliza- 
tion, especially  in  the  Rocky  mountains,  are  to  be  found  desperate 
men,  often  fugitives  from  justice,  and  ready  for  any  enormity.  Some 
of  the  murders  and  robberies  committed  in  this  region  were  perpetrated 
by  Gentiles.  I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  Gentiles  stimulated  the 
Pannacks  and  Snakes  to  attack  Mormons  and  steal  ft^om  them.  I  know 
the  names  of  two  of  a  party  of  Gentile  horse-thieves  myself,  but  it 
would  interfere  with  proper  inquiry  into  other  outrages  if  I  were  to 
mention  them  in  this  public  paper. 

My  suggestion  in  reference  to  the  employment  of  agents  to  reside  on 
the  emigrant  roads  requires  this  qualification.  Men  unacquainted  with 
Indian  habits  and  manners,  or  used  only  to  settlement  life,  can  be  of 
no  service.  They  can  in  fact  do  great  harm,  being  liable  to  be  de- 
ceived by  designing  individuals  and  led  astray  by  false  intelligence. 
Properly  chosen  agents  might  have  the  power  of  arrest  and  the  means 
of  arresting  bad  white  men.  They  would  be  aided  by  the  chiefs  of  the 
tnbes  in  taking  charge  of  bad  Indians.  They  should  be  furnished 
with  enough  transportation  to  enable  them  to  pass  backwards  and  for- 
wards along  the  road  during  the  emigration.  I  know  many  men  of 
that  country  who  can  stand  exposure,  want  no  extra  equipments,  and  on 
the  common  Indian  ponies  ot  the  Rocky  mountains,  can  travel  from 
sixty  to  one  hundred  miles  a  day.  Such  men  go  about  the  mountains 
with  a  single  blanket  and  rifle.  They  know  the  Indians  of  the  various 
tribes  individually,  and  although  many  of  them  are  extremely  bitter 
against  the  Mormons,  I  believe  would  try  to  do  justice  in  oflScial  rela- 
tions. The  recommendation  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War's 
report,  that  enlistment  of  frontier  citizens  should  be  made  for  the  pur- 
pose of  protecting  the  emigrant  routes  is  a  very  highly  important 
one  as  regards  the  roads  through  northern  Utah.  It  has  been  my  own 
experience  in  my  years'  travel  m  the  interior,  that  although  the  officers 
of  the  regular  forces  of  that  country,  after  any  really  hard  experience 
of  rough  mountain  service,  bear  comparison  with  any  leaders  of  troops, 
and  from  their  military  education  would  certainly  appear  the  best 
fitted  for  this  practice  of  their  own  profession,  yet  the  rank  and  file 
are  not  up  to  the  mark  required.  They  are  mostly  foreigners,  recruited 
in  the  large  cities  of  the  East,  and  do  not  shoot,  ride,  or  bring  to  the 
exposed  rapid  marches  of  Indian  warfare  that  spirit  and  energy  which 
seems  to  be  the  inherent  gift  of  pur  frontier  population.  One  hundred 
rangers  from  Oregon,  and  the  same  number  from  California,  furnishing 
their  own  horses,  can  probably  protect  the  emigiantTovjA^it^xsi^Q^fc 
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States  to  the  head  of  the  Humboldt  and  Fort  Hall,  on  the  two 
roads  most  traveled  by  the  ox-team  emigration.  The  southern  line, 
recently  opened  by  Captain  Simpson,  is  more  particularly  a  mail  than 
an  emigrant  road.  My  own  experience  of  overland  mail  contractors, 
at  least  of  the  central  route  is,  that  they  do  not  care  to  have  either 
soldiers  or  emigrants  along  their  routes.  The  latter,  especially,  with 
their  large  herds  of  stock,  destroy  the  grass  and  interfere  with  the 
travel  of  the  mail, 

I  think  that  dangerous  portion  of  the  upper  or  Northern  Utah  roads, 
lying  between  the  nead  of  the  Humboldt  and  Snake  rivers  and  Green 
Biver  valley,  should  be  patrolled  during  the  emigration  by  a  mounted 
force  of  one  hundred  rangers,  which,  broken  into  small  parties,  would 
be  susceptible,  by  keepine  express  communication  open,  of  sudden 
concentration  at  any  named  point.  Such  a  force  could  oe  raised  in  the 
mountains.  To  do  efficient  service,  each  of  these  men  should  be  pro- 
vided with  two  horses,  one  of  them,  the  better  class  of  ponies  of  the 
mountains,  might  cost  from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  dollars,  the 
other,  an  acclimated  American  or  half-breed  horse,  would  be  worth  in 
that  country,  under  any  demand,  about  two  hundred  dollars. 

If  ^  force  went  up  from  the  border  to  protect  the  roads  of  Northern 
Utah,  it  should  start  from  the  15th  to  the  20th  of  April,  taking  forage 
the  first  three  hundred  miles,  and  move  with  mules,  the  American  horses 
being  led  or  driven  loose.  The  class  of  horses  worth  'two  hundred  dollars 
in  the  mountains,  cost  from  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  to  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  dollars  on  the  border.  Such  a  force  as  I  describe  would 
not  require  practice  on  the  march,  and  could  reach  Green  Biver  valley 
in  forty-five  days,  hauling  all  camp  equipments  and  sixty  days'  rations. 
It  would  arrive  ahead  of  the  emigration.  Here,  in  the  country  of  the 
friendly  Snakes,  an  encampment  being  made,  the  riding  horses  would, 
within  ten  days  after  their  arrival,  be  fit  for  fast  service. 

By  using  the  mules  of  the  train  for  all  common  or  ordinary  trips, 
(in  this  case  taking  the  place  of  ponies,)  the  horses  would  be  kept  in 
such  heart  that  a  summer  campaign  against  the  Indians  would  be  a 
fUlIy  successful  one. 

Before  the  sixty  days  had  elapsed,  an  ox  train  from  Salt  Lake  City 
or  Fort  Laramie  could  arrive,  with  heavy  freight  of  supplies  and  fat 
beef  cattle.  Leaving  the  horses  to  winter  in  the  mountains  among 
friendly  Indians,  the  expedition  could  return  in  the  fall.  The  pro- 
gramme may  be  varied  or  improved  upon,  the  simple  idea  being  to 
have  efiicient  rangers,  good  shots,  and  riders  mounted  on  a  better  class 
of  horses  than  are  ridden  by  Indians,  fresh,  and  fit  for  service^  in  the 
Indian  country,  at  the  proper  time  to  protect  overland  emigrants. 
The  selection  of  such  horses  as  combine  speed  and  the  form  which  en- 
ables them  to  keep  in  good  order  for  work  on  mountain  grass,  is  as 
important. 

The  Indians  I  have  described  keep  runners  out  during  the  entire 
season,  and,  by  short  cuts  over  mountains  not  often  penetrated  by 
whites,  furnish  intelligence  to  distant  bands  of  the  approach  of  troops. 
They  are  always  ridiculing  the  attempts  made  to  overtake  them  by  the 
Tegular  army.  When  not  in  force  to  fight  at  extreme  odds  in  their 
favor,  they  are  seldom  or  never  found,  where  thus  followed.     I  think 
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the  old,  reiterated  report  of  army  officers,  on  their  return  from  such 
expeditions,  ''that  they  saw  no  Indians,"  is  proof  enough  of  this;  and 
my  only  reason  for  these  suggestions  is  that,  if  suitable  agents  and 
presents  sent  into  the  country  are  not  deemed  sufficient  to  protect  the 
Foad,  a  class  of  troops  fully  capable  of  doing  so  may  be  present. 

THB  WESTBRN  SNAKS3,  OR  HUMBOLDT   RIVER  INDIANS,   AND  SALT  LAKE 

DIGOERS. 

After  leaving  Rafb  river  and  the  tribes  along  the  new  road,  to  which 
my  attention  was  particularly  called  by  the  instructions  given.  I  made 
fruitless  endeavors  to  find  Pocatara's  band.  This  chief,  who  last  year 
had  promised  to  meet  me  near  City  Bocks  when  the  grass  was  begin- 
ning to  dry,  had  been  captured  and  put  in  irons  by  Major  Lynde's 
party,  while  visiting  his  camp  the  present  season.  Prior  to  the  arrest 
of  Pocatara,  he  had  visited  Chief  Engineer  Wagner's  advance  party, 
and  received  presents.  I  am  not  able  to  say  whether  his  warriors  were 
engaged  in  the  Miltimore  and  Shepherd  massacres  or  not.  At  the 
time  of  writing  my  letter  of  August  16,  to  Superintendent  Forney,  I 
did  not  believe  it,  but  I  did  not  then  know  that  Pocatara  had  J)een 
caught  and  ironed.  He  is  a  very  wild  and  reckless  chief,  but  I  am  not 
disposed  to  alter  my  opinion  of  him  until  further  light  is  thrown  on 
these  transactions. 

He  has  great  influence  in  the  country,  and  we  might  ^^ better  spare 
abetter  man."     Pocatara's  band  could  have  robbed  Mr.  Wagner's 

Sarty  of  their  valuable  outfit,  or  have  molested  his  progress,  if  he  had 
een  so  disposed.  In  my  wagon  road  report  to  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  of  last  year^  I  said:  ^^The  Western  Shoshonees, 
termed  by  mountaineers  the  ShoHsho-kos,  hold  the  country  west  of  the 
Pannacks,  on  the  road  to  California.  They  are  a  very  dangerous  and 
warlike  tribe.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  Western  Shoshonees, 
of  Humboldt  Biver  and  Goose  Creek  mountains,  have  sometimes  ven- 
tured to  attack  an  equal  number  of  overland  emigrants.  They  fight 
with  the  utmost  determination,  and  with  the  advantages  which  Indians 
inevitably  procure  in  assailing  whites,  have  often  been  successful  in 
the  destruction  of  small  parties  of  our  overland  emigrants. 

**They  generally  assail  them  from  the  willows  of  Humboldt  River 
valley.  When  I  heard  that  these  Indians  had  broken  into  hostilities, 
had  stopped  the  United  States  mail,  and  killed  some  of  the  emigrants, 
who  were,  in  small  parties,  endeavoring  to  reach  California  from  Salt 
Lake  City,  I  thought  it  proper  to  visit  them,  takingwith  me  *Shosho- 
nee  Aleck,'  the  interpreter ;  my  engineers,  Messrs.  Wagner,  Long,  and 
Poor,  Mr.  Campbell,  and  the  mountaineers,  Justus,  Gabriel,  and  Wil- 
liamson. On  my  way,  I  procured  the  services  of  a  leading  warrior  of 
the  Pannack  tribe,  and  by  his  kindness  and  discretion  I  was  enabled 
first  to  obtain  an  interview  with  ten  warriors,  an  outlying  party  of  the 
band  of  Pocatara,  or  the  'White  Plume.' 

**  The  leader  of  those  ten  warriors  told  me  that  he  would  visit  Poca- 
tara's  camp  in  the  mountains,  but  that  the  chief's  heart  was  bad,  and 
that  he  would  not  listen  to  soft  words  from  the  whites.  I  sent  by 
this  messenger  a  few  small  presents  to  Pocatara  ^  iuvitin^  Vlyoi  \]^ 
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come  to  me,  and  have  a  talk.  He  came  with  fifty-five  mounted  war- 
riors, and  treated  me  and  my  small  party  with  the  utmost  respect  and 
consideration. 

^'  I  have  to  place  on  record  hefore  your  department  the  simple  fact  that 
this  young  chief,  known  to  be  hostile  to  the  whites,  treated  me  with  an 
attention  which  I  have  seldom  know  manifested  by  the  wild  tribes  of 
the  interior,  whom  I  have  repeatedly  met^  from  the  very  fact  that  I  had 
thrown  myself  upon  his  hospitality  and  kindness,  without  an  escort  or 
a  lar^e  amount  of  presents,  with  full  faith  in  the  better  attributes  of 
the  Indian  nature.  He  said  to  me  his  tribe  had  received  what  he 
termed  in  the  Indian  language,  so  far  as  I  reach  the  interpretation, 
'  assaults  of  ignominy'  from  the  white  emigrants  on  their  way  to 
California ;  that  one  of  his  principal  men  had  his  squaw  and  his  chil- 
dren killed  by  the  emigrants  quite  recently ;  that  the  hearts  of  his 
people  were  very  bad  against  the  whites ;  that  there  were  some  things 
that  he  could  not  manage,  and  among  them  were  the  bad  thoughts  q( 
his  young  men  towards  the  whites,  on  account  of  the  deeds  of  the 
whites  towards  his  tribe.  Many  of  the  relatives  of  his  young  men  had 
been  killed,  and  nothing  but  the  death  of  white  men  could  atone  for 
this.;  nevertheless^  I  had  come  to  him  like  a  man,  and  he  would  meet 
me  like  a  man;  that  his  father,  ^Big-um,'  (referring  to  Brigham 
Young,  of  the  Mormon  population,)  had  sent  to  him  many  presents; 
but  he  knew,  for  all  that,  that  there  was  a  greater  man  than  Big-urn, 
the  Great  Father  of  the  Whites,  before  whom  Big-um  was  as  a  little 
finger  to  the  whole  hand,  and  much  frightened.  6ig-um,  with  all  his 
warriors,  had  run  away  towards  the  South  when  the  blue  caps,  or  sol- 
diers, the  bands  of  the  White  Father,  came  in  sight;  therefore,  he 
knew  and  respected  the  power  of  the  White  Father,  and  that  whenever 
he  should  feel  certain  that  the  White  Father  would  treat  him  as  well 
as  Bie-um  did,  then  he  would  be  the  kindest  friend  to  the  Americans 
that  they  had  ever  known.  I  told  him  that,  if  after  the  conclusion  of 
the  present  year  I  heard  good  accounts  of  him  and  his  people,  I  would 
endeavor  to  bring  to  him  full  proof  of  the  estimation  of  the  Oreat 
Father  of  the  Whites  when  I  came  to  see  him  the  succeeding  season. 

^*  The  whole  conclusion  of  this  statement  in  reference  to  the  Western 
Sho-sho-kos  or  Snakes  is,  that  either  out  of  a  portion  of  the  wagon  road 
appropriation,  or  by  the  action  of  Congress,  or  from  the  contingent 
fund,  as  in  your  view  most  expedient,  a  sum  of  money  shoula  be 
devoted  to  the  purchase  of  presents  to  be  donated  to  these  Indians  on 
my  going  into  their  country,  that  I  may  once  more  visit  them  and 
bring  home  to  their  uncultivated,  but  stern  and  true,  natural  minds 
the  fact  that  the  disposition  of  this  government  is  not  to  oppress  or 
harass  them^  but  to  gain  their  confidence  and  win  their  friendship 
towards  that  nomadic  population  which  must  inevitably  pass  througn 
their  tribes,  on  its  way  to  California  and  Oregon." 

In  a  subsequent  note  I  continued  to  remark:  ^^I  learn  with  great 
solicitude  from  the  letter  of  a  correspondent  in  Salt  Lake  City  that 
difficulty  is  apprehended  with  the  Goose  Creek  or  western  band  of 
Shoshonees.  These  Indians  are  not  under  the  direction  of  Washikee. 
The  leading  chiefs  amongst  them  have  a  jealousy  of  him.  They  are 
more  properly  termed  the  Sho-sho^ko  or  Digger  Indians.     They  are 
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the  Indians  visited  by  me  with  a  small  party.  They  were  visited  after 
their  attack  upon  trains  and  after  robbing  the  mails.  Their  good  faith 
and  kindness  were  manifested  by  the  first  tribe  or  band  (Pocatara's) 
sending  runners  the  whole  length  of  Humboldt  valley,  a  distance  of 
400  miles,  in  order  that  thirteen  of  my  men,  unprotected  and  imper- 
fectly armed,  might  on  their  arrival  be  passed  through  the  various 
l)ands  of  this  tribe  in  safety  to  Honey  Lake  valley,  the  country  of  the 
Western  Utes. 

Now  that  the  Mormon  war  is  over,  and  this  new  road  is  constructed, 
saving  the  emigration  the  tolls  of  the  ferries  and  bridges,  and  the  pas- 
sage of  the  alkali  plains,  with  their  deleterious  waters,  the  South  Pass 
route  will  be  thronged  as  it  always  has  been  by  emigrants  seeking  a 
passage  to  California  and  Oregon.  Should  any  difficulty  occur  with 
these  Indians,  who  can  easily  be  held  in  check  or  managed  by  the  dis- 
bursement of  a  few  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  presents — any  difficulty 
from  the  mismanagement  of  agents  who  are  not  disposed  to  take  the 
risk  of  going  among  them  with  small  parties,  meeting  them  at  their 
own  camp-fires,  smoking  their  pipe  of  peace  with  them,  and  gaining 
their  confidence ;  or  by  military  men  acting  under  false  impressions 
sained  from  those  who  are  sometimes  disposed  to  create  Indian  wars 
for  the  purposes  of  speculation — I  shall  feel  that  the  exposure,  immedi- 
ately  after  these  outrages  were  reported  to  me,  of  my  own  life  and  the 
lives  of  the  few  excellent  men  who  accompanied  me  in  my  visit  to  this 
tribe  has  been  a  foolish  and  useless  risk.  I  made  these  Indians  some 
few  presents,  all  that  I  had  at  that  time,  as  tokens  of  good  will.  They 
made  me  presents  in  return  of  equal  value.  I  cannot  but  believe, 
should  information  reach  your  department  conflicting  with  the  views 
which  I  have  expressed,  that  there  is  some  misunderstandiug  which 
can  readily  be  adjusted ;  and  I  offer  my  services  in  any  direction  which 
you  may  think  it  proper  to  order  me  on  my  return  to  the  mountains, 
to  prevent  difficulties  between  the  white  men  and  the  Indians  on  the 
emigrant  route." 

Again  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  boy  who  with  his  two  rela- 
tives came  to  my  camp  and  told  me  of  the  massacre  of  the  Miltimore 
and  Shepherd  trains,  had  no  reason  for  doing  so,  or  for  taking  this  risk 
so  soon  after  the  outrage  was  committed. 

These  three  Indians  were  all  of  Pocatara's  band;  they  gave  me  the 
names  of  the  murderers  and  the  elder  of  the  two  men  accompanied 
Lavatti  to  Salt  Lake  City  alone.  It  was  in  my  view  entirely  out  of 
place  to  confine  this  Indian  as  was  done  by  the  military  commandant 
on  his  arrival  with  Lavatti. 

Pocatara,  when  in  confinement,  was  visited  by  James  Duckworth, 
one  of  Menshall's  party^  an  old  friend  and  member  of  the  wagon  road 
expedition.  Pocatara,  who  speaks  some  words  of  English,  refused  to 
recognize  Duckworth,  or  hold  any  communication  with  him.  It  must 
seem  evident  that  the  whites  who  are  to  act  between  these  wild  tribes 
and  emigrants  should  possess  full  knowledge  of  the  Indian  character. 

They  are  extremely  jealous  and  suspicious  to  the  last  degree ;  perfect 
frankness  and  trust  secures  their  confidence.  If  agents  are  appointed 
who  fear  to  trust  them^  and  dare  not  travel  among  them  without  large 
escorts,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  complications  will  ensue  more  serioua 
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than  have  yet  arisen  along  the  emigrant  routes.  In  this  connection 
the  interesting  report  of  Mr.  Wagner  herewith  submitted,  who  went 
in  advance  of  the  emigration,  in  fact  was  alone  in  the  Indian  country, 
with  a  party  of  twelve  men,  during  the  spring  and  early  summer,  is 
important. 

As  I  was  detained  repairing  the  new  road,  and  did  not  arrive  in 
Focatara's  country  until  late,  and  after  he  was  arrested,  and  the 
troops  were  then  in  the  vicinity^  (a  contingency  not  foreseen  in  making 
my  report  of  last  year,)  I  trust  that  this  explanation  will  be  satisfiic- 
tory.  In  fact  we  had  neither  the  transportation,  the  authority,  or  the 
time  to  control  the  Indians  of  the  whole  emigrant  road.  In  several 
instances  I  was  unable  to  meet  and  confer  with  the  Indians  because  of 
this  presence  of  troops. 

I  think  the  agents  should  either  have  some  voice  in  the  movement  of 
troops  in  that  country,  or  the  officers  of  the  troops  should  be  the  agents. 
I  had  no  power,  for  instance,  to  request  Captain  Wallen's  command  to 
march  out  of  Baft  River  valley,  that  I  might  call  in  the  Pannacks, 
and  had  no  authority  or  transportation  to  scour  the  mountains  or  hunt 
up  the  band  of  white  men  who,  I  am  convinced,  instigate  these  hos- 
tilities. 

If  the  rangers  were  raised  as  recommended  by  the  honorable  Sec- 
retary of  War,  and  officered  by  gentlemen  of  the  army  of  long  experi- 
ence in  interior  life,  those  especially  noted  for  energy  and  success,  I  do 
not  know  why  they  would  not  be  suitable  agents 

After  leaving  the  country  of  Pocatara's  band,  we  saw  but  few 
Indians.  The  25th  of  August,  an  emigrant  guarding  a  band  of  cat- 
tle near  the  willows  of  the  Humboldt,  saw  an  Indian,  as  he  believed, 
endeavoring  to  drive  away  and  secrete  an  ox.  He  shot  at  and  wounded 
the  Indian,  who  escaped. 

I  was  not  advised  of  this  circumstance,  or  should  have  sent  an  ex- 
press to  warn  the  emigrants  that  they  would  be  attacked.  The  day 
after  it  occurred  we  reached  the  same  point  on  the  river,  and  as  we 
were  about  making  camp  for  the  night,  heard  firing  in  advance. 
Leaving  the  train  m  charge  of  John  C.  Burche,  disbursing  agent,  I 
mounted  four  men  on  the  few  horses  of  the  train  suitable  for  such  ser- 
vice, and  went  on  as  fast  as  possible.  We  caught  up  with  the  emi- 
grants, a  small  train,  not  apprised  of  the  collision  of  the  day  before, 
just  as  the  Indians  had  retired  after  killing  one  and  severely  wounding 
another  man.  The  dead  emigrant  was  lying  on  the  ground^  shot 
through  the  body,  and  stripped  of  clothing,  but  not  scalped. 

The  wounded  man  had  made  his  escape.  The  party  to  which  they 
belonged  were  three  miles  ahead,  havmg  joined  another  train,  and 
gone  into  camp  in  a  secure  position.  It  was  at  this  time  quite  dark. 
The  Indians,  about  fifteen  in  number,  were  followed,  but,  taking  to 
the  willows  in  the  darkness,  made  their  escape.  This  would  not  have 
occurred,  at  least  without  punishment,  if  I  had  felt  justified  in  setting 
fire  to  the  willows.  The  grass  was  dry,  and  the  road  back  thronged 
with  emigrants,  which  prevented  it.  When  the  train  arrived,  the 
body  of  the  dead  man  was  taken  to  his  relatives. 

The  morning  after,  with  a  party  of  five  men,  I  took  the  trail.  We 
followed  a  long  distance,  and  until  fires  raised  on  the  surrounding 
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mountains  showed  us  that  the  Indians  had  obtained  too  great  a  start 
to  permit  of  our  overtaking  them  without  halting  the  expedition  several 
days.  Dr.  John  W.  Stittinus,  physician  of  the  train,  took  charge  of 
the  wounded  man,  who  eventually  recovered. 


Schedule  of  the  number  of  the  various  bands  referred  to  in  this  report  y 
or  visiting  the  emigrant  roads  via  the  South  Pass. 

I  have  estimated  seven  individuals  to  the  lodge.  This  is  a  larger 
number  than  is  usual  in  a  buffalo  country,  where  the  skin  lodge  is 
lees  costly  than  among  the  Snakes. 

SH06H0NBB8  OR  EASTERN  SNAKES. 

Chief,  Wash-i-kee  or  Wash-i-keek ;  in  English,  *'  Gambler's  Gourd ;" 
or  Pina-qua-na;  in  English,  ^'Smell  of  Sugar."  Lodges,  125;  sub- 
sistence, buffalo,  small  game,  fish,  wild  roots,  and  seeds ;  range.  Green 
river  coi;ntry;  horses,  a  large  number. 

SALMON  RIVER  SNAKES,  BANNACES  AND  SNAKES  AND  SHEEP-EATEBS. 

Chiefs  Qui-tan-i-wa;  in  English,  ^^Poul  Hand,"  with  "Old  Snag;" 
and  the  Bannack  *' Grand  Coquin."  Lodges,  50;  subsistence,  salmon 
and  trout,  elk,  deer,  and  antelope;  range,  on  Salmon  river  and  the 
mountains  north  of  it;  horses,  a  small  number.  A  small  band  of  the 
Sheep-eaters  are  very  fierce  and  wild,  rarely  visiting  whites. 

WESTERN  SNAEfiS. 

Chief,  Am-a-ro-ko ;  in  English,  "Buffalo  Meat  under  the  Shoulder." 
Lodges,  75;  subsistence,  buffalo  meat  and  wild  vegetables;  range, 
Kamass  prairie;  horses,  large  number.  Po-ca-ta-ra's  band.  Goose 
Creek  mountains,  head,  of  Humboldt,  Raft  creek,  and  Mormon  settle- 
ments ;  horses,  few. 

BANNACKS,   OR  PANNAKEES  OR  PANNACKS. 

Chief,  Mo-pe-ah;  in  English,  "Horn  of  Hair  on  the  Forehead." 
Lodges,  60;  subsistence,  buffalo  meat  and  wild  vegetables;  range,  in 
the  country  of  Salt  river  and  tributaries;  horses,  large  number. 

BANNACKS  OP  FORT  BOISE. 

Chief,  Po-e-ma-che-ah ;  in  English,  "Hairy  Man."  Lodges,  100; 
subsistence,  salmon  fish,  wild  vegetables,  and  roots;  range,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Fort  Boise;  horses,  large  number. 

SALT  LAKE  DIGGERS,  LOWER  OR  SOUTHERN  SNAKES. 

Chief,  (Indian  name  unknown,)  in  English,  "Long  Beard."  Lodges, 
50 ;  subsist  amongst  the  Mormons  and  by  hunting  and  plunder ;  range, 
around  Salt  lake ;  horses,  few. 

Ex.  Doc.  42 10  ^ 
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WABBARICAS^    (iN   ENaUSH    '^ SUN-FLOWER  SEED  EATERS,")    OR   DIGQBBS  OR 
BANNACKS,  BELOW  FORT  BOISE,  WEST  OF  BLUE  MOUITTAINS. 

Chief,  Pash-e-co  or  Pa-chi-co;  in  English,  ''Sweet  Root,"  medicine- 
man, and  head  of  all  the  Bannacks  or  Pannakees ;  thought  a  wonderful 
prophet  by  the  Snakes.  Lodges,  150;  subsistence,  roots,  and  the 
kamass,  with  plunder;  range,  nead  of  John  Day's  river  and  west  of 
Blue  mountains;  horses,  very  few.  They  steal  the  latter  from  the 
Cayuses. 

AH  the  above  Indians  travel  together  and  intermarry.  They  hold 
the  entire  country.  I  consider  the  Eastern  Snakes  as  in  some  measure 
isolated  from  the  rest,  and  as  being  more  particularly  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  reliable  chief,  Wash-i-kee. 

If  the  leading  men  of  the  disaffected  tribes  could  be  induced  to 
visit  Washington,  it  would  serve  an  important  purpose.  They  know 
nothing  of  the  number  and  actual  power  of  the  Gentiles,  so  called, 
and,  in  my  opinion,  are  constantly  deceived  in  regard  to  them. 

I  recommend  to  you  any  of  the  following  individuals  as  suitable 
persons  to  carry  out  your  views  in  reference  to  the  collection  of  any 
information  required,  or  the  establishment  of  agents  in  the  country : 
Timothy  Goodale  would  make  a  suitable  agent  for  the  Eastern  Snakes; 
he  is  very  reliable,  and  has  ^eat  influence  with  the  chief,  Wash-i-kee. 
From  circumstances  occurring  which  led  me  to  doubt  some  of  the 
statements  of  individuals  having  influence  with  the  tribe,  and  present 
at  the  payment,  I  sent  a  night  express  after  Goodale,  and  he  was  of 
great  service  to  me  at  that  time.  He  is  now  in  this  city ;  if  required 
lor  service  would  need  a  notification,  as  he  i»  a  mountain  trader,  and 
will  soon  leave  for  the  border. 

Thomas  Adams,  a  citizen  of  this  district,  but  who  has  passed  the 
last  seven  years  in  the  Rocky  mountains,  is  well  known  among  those 
Pannacks  and  Western  Snakes  who  range  east  of  Salmon  falls  and 
north  of  Snake  river.  He  is  also  familiar  with  some  of  the  Salt  Lake 
Diggers. 

Old  Richard  Grant,  who  was  for  many  years  the  Hudson  Bay  &ctor 
at  Fort  Hall,  understands  these  western  Indians  perfectly,  and  is  now 
in  that  country.  His  son,  John  Grant,  who  is  married  into  the 
Western  Snake  tribe,  and  is  brother-in-law  of  the  celebrated  Ten-toi, 
is  not  so  well  educated,  but  can  give  much  information  about  them. 
He  wa6  born  and  reared  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Hall. 

Thomas  Lavatti,  the  half-breed  already  referred  to  in  this  report,  is 
one  of  the  best  men  in  the  mountains — ^brave,  reliable,  and  sensible  in 
all  his  views  in  relation  to  the  Indians.  I  think  his  advice  as  to  the 
best  method  of  approaching  and  controlling  the  Western  Snakes  and 
Pannacks  to  prevent  war,  by  the  use  of  presents  or  by  a  little  timely 
severity  to  the  worst  members  of  the  tribes,  in  concert  with  their 
chiefs,  might  be  received  with  consideration.  He  is  a  most  excellent 
interpreter. 

Isaac  Frapp,  or  Shoshonee  Aleck,  the  half-breed,  who  has  been  two 
years  in  the  employment  of  the  expedition,  is  a  very  excellent  and 
^ul  man.     He  is  both  brave  and  honest.     His  services  of  the  pre- 
laon  are  referred  to  in  Mr.  Wagner's  report. 
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I  tUnk  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  a  road  agent  at  the  South  Pass 
the  coming  season  to  inform  emigrants  of  the  new  road,  and  to  prevent 
the  emigration  being  directed  across  the  desert  by  interested  parties, 
who  pick  up  the  abandoned,  or  buy,  at  low  prices,  the  tired  cattle  of 
overland  travelers.  This  road  agent  should  have  the  protection  of  a 
few  companions. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  Indian  presents  should  again  be  sent  into  the 
country,  for  the  agents  can  do  nothing  without  them. 

For  these  purposes  I  have  advised  the  sending  up  of  a  small  train 
by  the  Interior  Department  out  of  the  remaining  funds  of  the  wagon 
road  expedition.  If  it  is  sent,  arrangements  can  readily  be  made  for 
the  transportation  of  the  goods  and  further  communication  with  the 
Snake  and  Pannack  Indians. 

If  Mr.  J.  C.  Campbell  is  not  sent  to  the  California  end  of  the  road 
on  business  for  the  department,  he  can  be  of  service  in  these  operations, 
from  his  knowledge  of  the  country.  He  has  been  employed  upon  the 
wagon  road  expedition  since  the  commencement  of  the  first  explora- 
tions, and  was  in  charge  of  that  portion  of  last  year's  outfit  which  was 
wintered  at  Salt  Lake. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Wrenshall,  a  young  man  of  great  energy  and  force  of 
character,  I  can  particularly  recommend  in  any  movements  of  the  kind 
proposed.  He  has  distinguished  himself  during  his  connection  with 
the  expedition  in  various  ways,  and  is  fully  capable  of  selecting  and 
purchasing  the  stock,  and  of  equipping  and  managing  an  expedition  in 
all  its  details  while  in  the  field.     At  least  that  is  my  experience  of  him. 

The  picked  men  of  the  old  command  are  still  along  the  border,  and 
if  orders  emanate  from  the  department  prior  to  the  twentieth  of  March 
there  will  be  no  diflSculty  in  a  train  reaching  the  Indian  country 
before  the  emigrants. 

Much  extra  labor  has  been  thrown  upon  Mr.  James  A.  Snyder,  the 
commissary  of  the  expedition,  in  carrying  out  the  instructions  of  your 
bureau,  and  in  the  disbursement  of  the  Indian  presents.  He  has  had 
the  entire  management  of  this  important  service  under  my  own  direc- 
tion. He  is  another  gentleman  of  long  experience  in  mountain  life 
and  intercourse  with  Indians,  whom  I  can  particularly  recommend  to 
you  as  an  energetic,  faithful,  and  conscientious  public  officer. 

None  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  expedition,  called  upon  to  do  (some- 
times quite  severe)  extra  service  in  the  Indian  department,  a  service 
for  which  they  were  never  retained,  have  ever  claimed  or  received  com- 
pensation. 

The  extreme  length  and  discursive  style  of  this  report  may  be  excused 
from  the  importance  of  the  subject  treated. 

The  pacification  or  proper  restraint  of  the  wild  tribes  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Mormon  settlements,  and  along  the  great  central  route  of  over- 
land emigration,  cannot  be  too  closely  considered. 

1  am.  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  ^^  F.W.LANDER. 

Hon.  A.  B.  Greenwood, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
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United  States  legation,  printed  in  document  No.  68,  abore  mentioned, 
will  show  the  necessity  of  this  prorision.  The  only  alteration  in  the 
twenty-third  section  has  been  to  indicate  the  functionaries  who  are 
clothed  with  judicial  powers  by  the  provisions  of  the  act. 

Section  twenty-four  is  a  new  section  added  to  the  law  of  1848,  and 
specifies  certain  classes  of  crimes,  namely :  murder,  insurrection,  piracy, 
and  offenses  against  the  public  peace  amounting  to  felony,  which  may 
be  tried  originally  before  the  ministers  in  the  said  countries.  The 
twenty-fifth  section  of  the  new  bill  authorizes  the  appointment  of  a 
limited  number  of  marshals,  and  the  payment  of  the  actual  and  neces- 
sary expenses  incurred  in  the  case  of  prisoners,  and  for  rent  of  suitable 
places  of  confinement,  the  want  of  such  proyision  wiD  be  seen  by 
reference  to  the  printed  correspondence  of  our  ministers  and  consuls  in 
China  and  Turkey,  accompanying  this  communication,  relating  to 
this  subject.     (See  Ex.  Doc.  No.  68,  above  mentioned.) 

At  the  close  of  this  section  a  new  paragraph  is  added,  proyiding  a 
remedy  in  case  of  the  misconduct  of  any  of  the  marshals  who  may  be 
appointed  under  the  provisions  of  the  act. 

The  twenty-sixth  section  authorizes  the  allowance  of  a  limited  sum 
for  the  rent  of  suitable  places  of  confinement  for  American  prisoncFS, 
either  awaiting  trial  or  under  sentence  of  the  courts,  and  for  the  care 
and  safe-keeping  of  the  same. 

The  want  of  such  provision  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  printed 
correspondence  of  our  ministers  and  consids  in  China  and  Turkey. 
fSee  Ex.  Doc.  No.  68,  above  mentioned,  pages  64  to  90,  and  also  the 
aispatch  relating  to  this  subject,  recently  receiyed  from  our  minister 
in  China.) 

Section  twenty-seyen  is  a  new  section,  and  declares  that  the  juris- 
diction of  the  minister  shall  be  appellate  only,  except  in  certain 
specified  cases. 

^  Section  twenty-eight  is  also  a  new  section,  and  extends  the  pro- 
yisions  of  the  act  to  Persia  in  respect  to  all  suits  and  disputes  for 
which  provision  is  made  by  our  treaty  with  that  country.  (See 
Statutes  at  Large,  yol.  11,  page  710.) 

Section  twenty-nine  of  the  bill  authorizes  and  requires  our  consuls 
in  Tripoli,  Tunis,  Morocco,  and  Muscat  to  exercise  certain  judicial 
powers,  under  the  proyisions  of  treaties  of  the  United  States  with 
those  countries.  (See  Statutes  at  Large,  volimie  8,  pages  160,  216, 
217,  459,  and  486.) 

^  Section  thirty  extends,  to  a  limited  extent,  the  benefit  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act  to  American  citizens  liying  in  islands  or  in  countries 
not  inhabited  by  any  civilized  people,  and  not  recognized  by  any  treaty 
with  the  United  States.  It  authorizes  our  consular  officers  in  such 
islands  and  countries  to  exercise  the  powers  which  they  originally  pos- 
sessed, in  all  places,  at  the  institution  of  the  consular  office,  and  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  municipal  magistrates  in  all  cases  arising 
among  their  countrymen  requiring  their  interyention. 

Section  thirty-one  of  the  bill  gives  yalidity  to  the  rite  of  marriage, 
when  solemnized  by  our  consular  officers  in  foreign  countries.  Until 
within  a  comparatiyely  recent  period,  these  officers  have  been  accus- 
tomed to  perform  this  ceremony  without  question,  but  a  doubt  having 
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arisen  in  regard  to  the  legality  of  such  marriages ,  and  the  matter 
having  been  referred  to  the  Attorney  General,  an  opinion  has  been 
given  that  consuls  possess  no  such  power,  and  cannot  lawfully  cele- 
Srate  a  marriage  between  either  foreipers  or  even  Americans,  "unless 
expressly  authorized  by  the  law  of  their  own  country." 

Since  the  publication  of  this  decision  and  the  prohibition  to  consuls 
to  solemnize  the  rite,  serious  inconveniences  nave  resulted  there- 
from, and  these  have  borne  with  especial  severity  upon  poor  but  re- 
spectable individuals  in  Germany,  desiring  to  emigrate  to  this  country, 
where  the  impediments  to  matrimony  and  the  expenses  attending 
it  enter  inte  the  inducements  of  emigration.  It  becomes  an  object, 
especially  with  females,  te  obtain,  before  emigrating  te  the  United 
States,  an  assured  matrimonial  contract,  certified  under  the  hand  and 
seal  of  an  American  consul. 

If  the  authority  be  given,  as  suggested  by  the  Attorney  General,  it 
will  have  a  tendencv  to  promote  good  morals,  and  be  particularly  ad- 
vantageous te  the  female  emigrant,  the  party  needing  the  most  pro- 
tection. 

The  concluding  sections  simply  embrace  the  usual  repealing  clauses, 
and  indicate  the  time  when  the  act  is  te  go  into  effect. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 

Hon.  J.  M.  Mason, 

Chairman  of  Committee  on  Foreign  Belations, 

UnUed  Staies  Senate. 
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PRESIDENT  OF   THE  UNITED  STATES, 


RELATIVE  TO 


The  capture  of  the  slaver  Wildfire^  on  the  coast  of  Cvha^  by  Lieutenant 

Craven,  of  the  United  States  steamer  Mohawk, 


Mat  19,  1860. — Read,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 


To  tJie  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

On  the  26th  day  of  April  last,  Lieutenant  Craven,  of  the  United 
States  steamer  Mohawk,  captured  the  slaver  Wildfire,  on  the  coast  of 
Cuba,  with  five  hundred  and  seven  African  negroes  on  board.  The 
prize  was  brought  into  Key  West  on  the  31st  April,  and  the  negroes 
were  delivered  into  the  custody  of  Fernando  J.  Moreno,  marshal  of 
the  southern  district  of  Florida. 

The  question  which  now  demands  immediate  decision  is,  what  dis- 
position shall  be  made  of  these  Africans  ?  In  the  annual  message  to 
Congress  of  December  6,  1858,  I  expressed  my  opinion  in  regard  to 
the  construction  of  the  act  of  the  3d  March,  1819,  **  in  addition  to  the 
acts  prohibiting  the  slave  trade,"  so  far  as  the  same  is  applicable  to 
the  present  case.     From  this  I  make  the  following  extract : 

**  Under  the  second  section  of  this  act,  the  President  is  *  authorized 
to  make  such  regulations  and  arrangements  as  he  may  deem  expedient 
for  the  safe-keeping,  support,  and  removal  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
United  States  of  all  such  negroes,  mulattoes,  or  persons  of  color,'  cap- 
tured by  vessels  of  the  United  States,  as  may  be  delivered  to  the  mar- 
shal of  the  district  into  which  they  are  brought ;  *  and  to  appoint  a 
person  or  persons  residing  upon  the  coast  of  Africa  as  agent  or  agents 
for  receiving  the  negroes,  mulattoes,  or  persons  of  color  delivered  from 
on  board  vessels  seized  in  the  prosecution  of  the  slave  trade  by  com- 
manders of  the  United  States  armed  vessels.' 

'^  A  doubt  immediately  arose  as  to  the  true  construction  of  this  act. 
It  is  quite  clear,  from  its  terms,  that  the  President  was  authorized  to 
provide  *  for  the  safe-keeping,  support,  and  removal'  of  these  negroes 
up  till  the  time  of  their  delivery  to  the  agent  on  the  coast  of  Africa  ; 
but  no  express  provision  was  made  for  their  protection  and  support 
after  they  had  reached  the  place  of  their  destination.  Stilly  wv  ^%<kv»X» 
was  to  be  appointed  to  receive  them  in  Africa ',  auA.  \\.  <io>a\^  ^o^  V^n^ 
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been  supposed  that  Congress  intended  he  should  desert  them  at  the 
moment  they  were  received,  and  turn  them  loose  on  that  inhospitable 
coast  to  perish  for  want  of  food,  or  to  become  again  the  victims  of  the 
slave  trade.  Had  this  been  the  intention  of  Congress,  the  employment 
of  an  agent  to  receive  them,  who  is  required  to  reside  on  the  coast, 
was  unnecessary,  and  they  might  have  been  landed  by  our  vessels  any-, 
where  in  Africa,  and  left  exposed  to  the  sufferings  and  the  fate  which 
would  certainly  await  them. 

''Mr.  Monroe,  in  his  special  message  of  17th  December,  1819,  at  the 
first  session  after  the  act  was  passed,  announced  to  Congress  what,  in 
his  opinion,  was  its  true  construction.  He  believed  it  to  be  his  duty 
under  it  to  follow  these  unfortunates  into  Africa,  and  make  provision 
for  them  there  until  they  should  be  able  to  provide  for  themselves.  In 
communicating  this  interpretation  of  the  act  of  Congress,  he  stated 
that  some  doubt  had  been  entertained  as  to  its  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing, and  he  submitted  the  question  to  them  so  that  they  might, 
'  should  it  be  deemed  advisable,  amend  the  same  before  further  pro- 
ceedings are  had  under  it.'  Nothing  was  done  by  Congress  to  explain 
the  act,  and  Mr.  Monroe  proceeded  to  carry  it  into  execution  according 
to  his  own  interpretation.  This,  then,  became  the  practical  construc- 
tion." 

Adopting  this  construction  of  President  Monroe,  I  entered  into  an 
agreement  with  the  Colonization  Society,  dated  7th  September,  1858, 
to  receive  the  Africans  which  had  been  captured  on  the  slaver  Echo 
from  the  agent  of  the  United  States  in  Liberia,  to  furnish  them,  during 
the  period  of  one  year  thereafter,  with  comfortable  shelter,  clothing, 
and  provisions,  and  to  cause  them  to  be  instructed  in  the  arts  of  civil- 
ized life  suitable  to  their  condition,  at  the  rate  of  $150  for  each  indi- 
vidual. It  was  believed  that  within  that  period  they  would  be 
prepared  to  become  citizens  of  Liberia,  and  to  take  care  of  themselves. 
As  Congress  was  not  then  in  session,  and  as  there  was  no  outstanding 
appropriation  applicable  to  this  purpose,  the  Society  were  obliged  to 
depend  for  payment  on  the  future  action  of  that  body.  I  recommended 
this  appropriation,  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  were  granted  by 
the  act  of  3d  March,  1859,  [the  consular  and  diplomatic  bill,]  '*to 
enable  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  carry  into  effect  the  act  of 
Congress  of  3d  March,  1819,  and  any  subsecjuent  acts  now  in  force  for 
the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade."  Of  this  appropriation,  there  re- 
mains unexpended  the  sum  of  twenty-four  thousand  three  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  and  ninety  cents,  [$24,350  90,]  after  deducting  from 
it  an  advance  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  out  of  the  judiciary 
fund  of  eleven  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars  and  ten 
cents  [$11,348  10.1 

I  regret  to  say  that,  under  the  mode  adopted  in  regard  to  the  Afri- 
cans captured  on  board  the  Echo,  the  expense  will  be  large  ;  but  this 
seems,  to  a  great  extent,  to  be  inevitable  without  a  violation  of  the 
laws  of  humanity.  The  expenditure  upon  this  scale  for  those  captured 
on  board  the  Wildfire  will  not  be  less  than  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  may  considerably  exceed  that  sum.  Still  it  ou^ht  to  be 
observed  that  during  the  period  when  the  government  itself,  through 
its  own  agents,  undertook  t\ie  ta^k  oi  i^iovvivii^  for  captured  negroes 
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in  Africa,  the  cost  per  head  was  much  greater  than  that  which  I  agreed 
to  pay  the  Colonization  Society. 

But  it  will  not  be  sufficient  for  Congress  to  limit  the  amount  appro- 
priated to  the  case  of  the  Wildfire.  It  is  probable,  judging  from  the 
increased  activity  of  the  slave  trade  and  the  vigilance  of  our  cruisers, 
that  several  similar  captures  may  be  made  before  the  end  of  the  year. 
An  appropriation  ought,  therefore,  to  be  granted  large  enough  to  cover 
such  contingencies. 

The  period  has  arrived  when  it  is  indispensable  to  provide  some 
specific  legislation  for  the  guidance  of  the  Executive  on  this  subject. 
With  this  view^  I  would  suggest  that  Congress  might  authorize  the 
President  to  enter  into  a  general  agreement  with  the  Colonization 
Society,  binding  them  to  receive,  on  the  coast  of  Africa  from  our  agent 
there,  all  the  captured  Africans  which  may  be  delivered  to  him,  and 
to  maintain  them  for  a  limited  period  upon  such  terms  and  conditions 
as  may  combine  humanity  towards  these  unfortunates  with  a  just 
economy.  This  would  obviate  the  necessity  of  making  a  new  bargain 
with  every  new  capture,  and  would  prevent  delay  and  avoid  expense 
in  the  disposition  of  the  captured.  The  law  might  then  provide  that 
in  all  cases  where  this  may  be  practicable  the  captor  should  carry  the 
negroes  directly  to  Africa  and  deliver  them  to  the  American  agent 
there,  afterwards  bringing  the  captured  vessel  to  the  United  States  for 
adjudication. 

The  capturing  officer,  in  case  he  should  bring  his  prize  directly  to 
the  United  States,  ought  to  be  required  to  land  the  negroes  in  some 
one  or  more  ports,  to  be  designated  by  Congress,  where  the  prevailing 
health  throughout  the  year  is  good.  At  these  ports  cheap  but  perma- 
nent accommodations  might  be  provided  for  the  negroes  until  they 
could  be  sent  away  without  incurring  the  expense  of  erecting  such 
accommodations  at  every  port  where  the  capturing  officer  may  think 

E roper  to  enter.  On  the  present  occasion  these  negroes  have  been 
rought  to  Key  West;  and,  according  to  the  estimate  presented  by  the 
marsnal  of  the  southern  district  of  Florida  to  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior, the  cost  of  providing  temporary  quarters  for  them  will  be 
$2,500,  and  the  aggregate  expenses  for  the  single  month  of  May  will 
amount  to  $12,000.  But  this  is  far  from  being  the  worst  evil.  Within 
a  few  weeks  the  yellow  fever  will  most  probably  prevail  at  Key  West ; 
and  hence,  the  marshal  urges  their  removal  from  their  present  quarters 
at  an  early  day,  which  must  be  done  in  any  event  as  soon  as  practi- 
cable. For  these  reasons,  I  earnestly  commend  this  subject  to  the 
immediate  attention  of  Congress.  I  transmit,  herewith,  a  copy  of  the 
letter  and  estimate  of  Fernando  J.  Moreno,  marshal  of  the  southern 
district  of  Florida,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  dated  10th  May, 
1860,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
to  myself,  dated  16th  May. 

It  is  truly  lamentable  that  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States 
should  be  obliged  to  expend  such  a  vast  amount  of  blood  and  treasure 
for  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade,  and  this  when  the  only 
portions  of  the  civilized  world  where  it  is  tolerated  and  encouraged  are 
the  Spanish  islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  iRico. 

Wabeinoton,  May  19,  1860. 
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U.  S.  Marshal's  Office,  Southern  District  of  Florida, 

Key  West,  May  10,  1860. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  of  the  arriYal  in 
this  port,  on  the  30th  ultimo,  of  the  Unitea  States  steamer  Mohawk, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  Augustus  Craven,  United  States  navr, 
having  in  tow  the  supposed  American  bark  Wildfire,  of  New  York, 
Stanhope,  master,  with  a  cargo  of  over  500  Africans  on  board.  The 
Wildfire  was  captured  on  the  26th  ultimo,  on  the  coast  of  Cuba,  near 
the  port  of  Neuvitas. 

Immediately  upon  the  arrival  of  the  Mohawk  here.  Captain  Craven 
informed  me  of  the  nature  of  her  cargo,  and  desired  that  I  should 
take  possession  of  the  captured  Africans  as  early  as  possible.  Having 
no  means  at  that  time  at  my  command  to  secure  them,  1  determined 
at  once  to  erect  temporary  quarters  on  the  lands  of  the  United  States, 
adjacent  to  Fort  Taylor.  I  commenced  work  on  the  Ist  instant,  with 
all  the  available  force  that  could  be  obtained  on  the  island,  and  1  am 
pleased  to  say  that  by  the  4th  instant,  in  the  morning,  almost  three 
acres  of  land  had  been  inclosed  with  a  fence  six  feet  high,  and  a  build- 
ing 140  feet  long,  and  a  kitchen  erected,  and  were  in  readiness  to 
receive  them. 

The  landing  of  the  Africans  commenced  about  12  o'clock,  noon,  on 
the  4th  instant,  and  by  4  o'clock  p.  m.  of  that  day  458  occupied  the 
quarters  hastily  put  up  for  them. 

There  had  been  landed  previously,  on  the  1st  instant,  forty-nine 
sick,  for  whom  I  had  obtained  the  use  of  the  carpenter's  shop  near 
Fort  Taylor,  as  a  temporary  hospital. 

The  total  number,  including  men,  women,  and  children,  received  by 
me,  and  for  which  I  have  given  a  receipt  to  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Craven,  is  507.  I  regret  to  say  that  oi  this  number  fifteen  have  died 
since  they  were  landed.  There  are  at  present  under  treatment  in  the 
hospital,  about  thirty-five  sick,  principally  cases  of  diarrhoea.  I  have 
employed  two  of  the  most  experienced  physicians  on  the  island  to 
attend  on  the  sick,  and  have  also  secured  the  services  of  competent 
nurses  to  wait  upon  them. 

It  is  a  matter  of  ^reat  surprise  to  me,  that  out  of  such  a  large 
number  of  human  bemgs  closely  confined  on  board  of  a  vessel,  there 
should  be  so  few  sick.  Those  landed  in  good  health  are  improving 
daily.  I  have  furnished  clothing  to  all  of  them,  as  they  were  in  a  nude 
state  on  board  of  the  vessel.  In  addition  to  the  quarters  already  built, 
I  am  having  a  building  seventy-five  feet  long  erected,  for  a  hospital, 
and  will  be  detached  from  the  other.  It  will  also  be  necessary  to  put 
up  a  small  house  for  quarters  for  the  guard  employed  within  the 
inclosure,  as  it  is  hazardous  for  them  to  quarter  in  the  same  building 
with  the  Africans,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  cutaneous  diseases  among 
the  latter. 

I  am  pleased  to  inform  the  department  that  I  am  under  great  obli- 
gations to  Mr.  James  C.  Clapp,  civil  engineer,  and  the  agent  in  charge 
of  Fort  Taylor,  for  the  valuable  assistance  rendered  me  by  his  advice 
in  the  erection  of  quarters,  and  for  the  use  of  materials  and  workmen 
furnished  me  from  the  fort  for  that  purpose,  all  of  which  were  promptly 
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granted  to  me  upon  application,  and  without  which  much  delay  would 
h&re  been  occasioned  in  providing  shelter  for  the  Africans. 

I  am  also  under  obligations  to  Captain  John  M.  Brannan^  United 
States  army,  commanding  the  post  at  this  place,  for  the  military 
guard  and  small  field  pieces  which  he  has  kindly  furnished  me  upon 
my  application.  This  guard  consists  of  six  men  and  a  sergeant. 
The  men  are  relieved  every  twenty-four  hours,  and  have  their  quar- 
ters outside  of  the  inclosure. 

Captain  Brannan  has  also  tendered  me  the  use  of  his  whole  com- 
mana  in  case  of  emergency. 

Within  the  inclosure  I  have  a  guard  of  eleven  civilians,  who  perform 
duty  day  and  night,  and  are  absolutely  necessary  to  direct  and  keep 
the  Africans  in  good  discipline.  I  have  also  in  service  a  Spaniard, 
who  was  on  board  the  bark  Wildfire,  and  claims  to  have  been  a  pas- 
senger on  board  that  vessel.  His  services  are  invaluable  to  me  in 
controlling  these  people.  I  have  found  no  diflSculty  in  providing  food 
for  the  Africans,  and  trust  to  have  none  during  the  time  they  may 
remain  here.  The  supply  of  water  at  present  on  the  island  is  larger 
than  usual  at  this  season  of  the  year,  and  I  hope  to  experience  no 
difficulty  in  supplying  them  with  all  they  may  require. 

In  making  arrangements  for  the  safe-keeping  of  these  Africans,  I 
will  use  all  the  economy  within  my  power,  and  trust  that  the  course 
which  I  have  pursued  thus  far  will  meet  with  the  approval  of  the 
President. 

I  am  pleased  to  inform  the  department  that  the  health  of  the  island 
is  good  at  present ;  but  as  the  time  is  approaching  when  the  yellow 
fever  may  be  expected  to  make  its  appearance  in  our  midst,  I  trust 
that  the  removal  of  the  Africans  from  here  will  take  place  at  an  early 
day. 

Inclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  you  an  estimate  of  the  probable 
amount  required  to  defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  captured 
Africans  for  the  month  of  May. 

The  department  will  be  pleased  to  direct  all  communications  for  me 
to  be  sent  to  Charleston,  to  come  in  the  steamer  Isabel  on  the  4th  and 
and  19th  of  each  month,  instead  of  the  Fernandina  route,  which  at  this 
time  is  very  irre^lar. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectftiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

FERNANDO  J.  MORENO, 
Vmted  States  Marshal,  SoiUhem  District  of  Florida, 

Hon.  J.  Thompson, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior ,  Washington,  D,  C. 

(Direct  letters  to  the  care  of  Mordecai  &  Co.,  Charleston,  S.  C.) 


U.  S.  Marshal's  Office,  Southern  District  of  Florida, 

Key  West,  May  10,  1860. 

Sir:  There  will  be  required  to  defray  the  expenses  of  Africans 
(captured  by  the  United  States  steamer  Mohawk)  for  tlv^  Tasyc^XJoL  ^i 
Hay,  1860,  the  following  amounts,  viz: 
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For  expenses  of  temporary  quarters,  mechanics^  &c $2,500  00 

For  food  and  clothing 7,000  00 

For  guards 700  00 

For  nurses  in  hospital 250  00 

For  medical  attendance,  medicines,  &c 1,550  00 

12,000  00 

You  will  be  pleased  to  cause  a  warrant  to  be  issued  in  my  favor  for 

the  above  amounts,  (with  which  I  am  to  be  charged  on  the  books  of 

the  Treasury  Department,)  and  direct  that  a  draft  on  the  assistant 

treasurer.  New  York,  for  the  amount  be  remitted  to  me  at  Key  West. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  MORENO, 
United  States  Marshal  for  the  Southern  District  of  Florida, 

Hon.  J.  Thompson, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior y  Washington^  D.  C. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

May  16,  1860. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a 
communication  this  day  received  from  F.  J.  Moreno,  United  States 
marshal  for  the  southern  district  of  Florida,  dated  the  10th  instant, 
officially  reporting  the  landing  of  over  five  hundred  Africans  from  the 
slaver  Wildfire,  recently  captured  by  the  steamer  Mohawk  on  the  coast 
of  Cuba,  and  stating  that  he  now  has  them  in  his  custody.  He  also 
reports  the  arrangements  he  has  made  for  their  support,  clothing, 
medical  attendance,  &c.,  and  urges  their  speedy  removal  from  the 
country,  as  the  season  is  rapidly  approaching  when  the  yellow  fever 
may  be  expected  to  make  its  appearance  at  Key  West.  The  marshal 
asks  an  immediate  remittance  of  the  sum  of  $12,000,  to  meet  the  esti- 
mated expenses  he  is  under  the  necessity  of  incurring  on  this  account 
during  the  current  month ;  and  I  respectfully  recommend  that  you 
direct  this  to  be  done  out  of  the  appropriation  made  by  the  act  of  3d 
March,  1859,  to  enable  the  President  to  carry  into  effect  the  act  of  3d 
March,  1819,  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  (vol.  11,  of  Statutes 
at  Large,  page  404,)  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  marshal  in  the  usual 
manner. 

Prior  to  the  9th  May,  1859,  advances  were  made  from  the  judiciary 
fund  to  the  extent  of  $6,947,  which,  since  that  date,  have  been  increased 
to  $11,348  10  for  expenses  properly  payable  from  the  appropriation 
for  the  suppression  of  the  Airican  slave  trade ;  and  I  have  also  to  rec- 
ommend that  that  amount  be  now  transferred  from  the  latter  appro- 
priation to  the  judiciary  fund. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  THOMPSON, 

rii     ^  Secretary, 

The  Prbstdknt. 


/ 
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REPORT 


OF 


THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL, 


COMlfUNlCATIKG, 


In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  copies  of  the  contracts  of 
Daniel  H,  Johnson  and  Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  for  transporting  tne 
mails  between  New  York,  New  Orleans^  and  San  Francisco,  via  the 
Isthmus,  together  with  the  correspondence  relating  thereto. 


Mat  4,  1800. — Read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Mat  22,  I860.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Post  Office  Department, 
Washington,  May  2,  1860. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  23d  April 
last,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copies  of  the  contracts  of 
Daniel  H.  Johnson  and  Cornelius  Vanderbilt  for  the  service  between 
New  York,  New  Orleans,  and  San  Francisco,  via  the  Isthmus,  together 
with  an  abstract  of  the  several  bids  made  for  such  service,  and  copies 
of  the  correspondence,  fully  explaining  the  action  of  the  department 
on  the  subject. 

It  is  proper  to  add,  that  the  gross  amount  of  postages  on  mails 
received  and  sent  by  the  Vanderbilt  line  of  steamers,  from  October  8, 
1859,  to  March  24,  1860,  inclusive,  was  $37,348  94. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOLT. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Brbckinridgb, 

Vice-President  of  the  United  States. 


Copy  of  circular  letter  inviting  proposals. 

Post  Office  Department, 

Washington,  April  7,  1859. 

Sir:  I  am  requested  by  the  Postmaster  General  to  inform  you  that 
he  is  prepared  to  receive  and  consider  proposals  for  transporting  the 
mails  of  the  United  States  between  New  York  and  San  Francisco,  and 
between  New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco,  for  a  period  of  nine  months, 
from  the  Ist  of  October  next  to  the  30th  of  June,  1860,  inclusive. 

Proposal  should  state  the  number  of  trips  per  moutti,  t\\^  \.\x£\&  \,ci\i^ 
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occupied  each  way,  the  intermediate  ports  embraced  in  the  route  or 
routes,  the  amount  of  compensation,  &c.,  and  must  be  accompanied 
with  a  full  and  satisfactory  guarantee  that  the  party  or  parties  pro- 
posing are  prepared  to  perform  the  designated  service,  and  will,  if 
their  proposal  is  accepted  by  the  Postmaster  General,  enter  into  con- 
tract with  the  department,  with  good  and  sufficient  sureties  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  the  same,  during  the  period  named. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant  servant, 

HORATIO  KING, 
First  Assistant  Postmaster  General, 

P.  S. — Proposals  will  be  received  at  the  department  until  three, 
p.  m.,  of  Saturday,  the  30th  of  April,  instant.  H.  K. 


In  answer  to  the  foregoing  call,  the  department  received  the  follow- 
ing bids  for  nine  months'  service,  viz: 

Bids  for  service  both  from  Neto  York  and  New  Orleans. 

1.  Daniel  H.  Johnson,  for  semi-monthly  service  between  New  York 
and  San  Francisco,  and  between  New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco,  via 
Key  West  and  Isthmus  of  Nicaragua,  (in  twenty-three  days  from  and 
to  New  York,  and  twenty  days  from  and  to  New  Orleans,)  at  the  sum 
of  $162,000. 

2.  William  C.  Barney,  for  semi-monthly  service  between  New  York 
and  San  Francisco,  and  between  New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco,  via 
Havana  and  Isthmus  of  Nicaragua,  (in  twenty-three  days  from  New 
York  and  twenty-one  days  from  New  Orleans,  returning  in  twenty- 
two  days  to  New  York  and  nineteen  days  to  New  Orleans,)  at  the  sum 
of  $178,200. 

3.  William  C.  Barney,  for  like  service,  via  Key  West  and  Isthmus 
of  Nicaragua,  in  same  time  each  way,  at  $215,010. 

4.  William  C.  Barney,  for  like  service,  via  Havana  and  Isthmus  of 
Nicaragua,  embracing  Savannah,  Georgia,  as  a  third  Atlantic  termi- 
nus, in  same  time  each  way,  at  $237,600. 

5.  William  C.  Barney,  for  like  service,  between  New  York  and  San 
Francisco,  and  New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco ;  steamships  to  run 
direct  from  New  York  and  New  Orleans,  to  and  from  the  Isthmus  of 
Nicaragua,  (in  twenty-two  days  from  New  York,  and  twenty  days 
from  New  Orleans  to  San  Francisco,  returning  in  twenty-one  days 
from  San  Francisco  to  New  York,  and  nineteen  days  from  San  Fran- 
cisco to  New  Orleans,)  at  $268,200. 

Bids  for  service  from  New  York  only. 

6.  Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  for  semi-monthly  service  between  New 
York  and  San  Francisco,  via  Isthmus  of  Panama,  (exclusive  of  the 
Isthmus  transportation,)  in  twenty-three  days  each  way,  at  $37,500, 
with  privilege  to  transfer  service  to  route  via  Nicaragua,  at  $37,500 
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additional  for  the  Isthmus  transit  via  Nicaragua,  making  full  pay  for 
service  via  Nicaragua,  $75,000. 

7.  The  Panama  Railroad  and  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Companies' 
joint  bid  for  semi-monthly  service  between  New  York  and  San  Fran« 
Cisco,  via  Isthmus  of  Panama,  in  twenty-two  days  each  way,  at  the 
sum  of  $199,000,  the  Pacific  company  guaranteeing  a  connection  with 
the  Pacific  terminus  of  the  Tehuantepec  route.  Also,  for  same  service^ 
with  same  conditions,  *Hhe  compensation  to  be  adjusted  by  the  depart- 
ment, upon  consideration  of  the  proposals  for  similar  through  ser- 


vice." 


Bids  for  service  from  New  Orleans  only, 

8.  Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  for  semi-monthly  service  between  New  Or- 
leans and  San  Francisco,  either  via  Panama  or  via  Nicaragua,  in  from 
eighteen  to  twenty-three  days  each  way,  at  the  sum  of  $150,000 — the 
Isthmus  transportation  not  included,  if  the  mails  should  be  carried 
via  Panama. 

9.  The  Louisiana  Tehuantepec  Company,  for  semi-monthly  service 
between  New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco,  via  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec, 
touching  at  Acapulco,  on  the  Pacific,  at  the  sum  of  $420,000,  the  ser- 
vice on  the  Pacific  to  be  performed  in  connection  with  the  steamers 
belonging  to  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company. 

Or,  for  semi-monthly  service  between  New  Orleans  and  Ventosa,  via 
Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec,  at  the  sum  of  $210,000,  the  time  occupied  to 
be  from  fifteen  to  seventeen  days  each  way. 


Post  Office  Department,  May  9,  1859. 

Sir  :  I  am  instructed  by  the  Postmaster  General  to  inform  you  that 
your  proposals  of  the  29th  ultimo,  for  the  service  between  New  York 
and  San  Francisco,  and  between  New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco,  con- 
necting at  Key  West,  for  nine  months  from  first  October  next,  amount- 
ing in  the  aggregate  to  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  thousand  (162,000) 
dollars,  have  been  accepted,  and  that  articles  of  contract,  for  execu- 
tion, will  be  transmitted  in  due  time. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  KING, 
First  Assistant  Postmaster  General, 
Daniel  H.  Johnson  Esq., 

New  York. 


[Private.] 

Post  Office,  New  York,  May  17, 1859. 

Dear  Sir:  Having  observed  various  paragraphs  in  the  newspapers 
referring  to  the  late  award  of  the  contract  for  carrying  the  mails  be-     i 
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tween  this  city  and  San  Francisco,  in  some  of  which  the  character  of 
the  bid  and  the  responsibility  of  the  bidder  of  the  successful  party  were 
questioned,  and  feeling  assured  that  you  desired  as  full  and  explicit  a 
knowledge  of  the  matter  as  was  possible  to  obtain,  I  caused  myself 
to  be  put  in  communication  with  Mr.  Daniel  H.  Johnson. 

After  a  free  and  full  conversation  with  him  on  two  occasions — the 
last  one  this  morning — I  am  convinced  that  he  intends  in  good  faith 
to  perform  the  service,  and  he  assures  me  that  the  names  of  the  parties 
in  interest  are  highly  responsible  and  of  great  respectability,  and  that 
their  names  would  have  transpired  before  this  but  for  the  fact  that 
some  matters  of  detail  are  yet  to  be  settled ;  that  when  this  is  done 
their  names  will  be  given  to  you. 

Permit  me,  however,  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  forwarding  on  the 
contract,  that  the  parties  may  thus  be  hurried  up,  and  that  you  may  thus 
be  enabled  to  know  the  character  of  those  on  whom  the  burden  of  the 
contract  is  to  rest.  Let  me  add  that  I  have  thus  written  solely  with 
the  view  of  aiding  and  forwarding  the  final  determination  of  the  mat* 
ter,  and  that  in  all  matters  of  investigation  as  to  the  character  and 
responsibility  of  the  parties,  my  aim  shall  be  to  give  you  all  the  in- 
formation I  can  obtain,  for  your  better  guidance  in  matters  relating 
to  the  bid. 

The  responsibility  of  the  sureties  to  the  bid  is  ample,  and  Mr.  John- 
son assures  me  that,  in  all  things,  he  is  sincere  and  determined,  and 
that  the  character  of  the  parties,  who  will  soon  appear,  will  justify 
him  and  his  proposal. 

Hoping  that  you  will  take  occasion  to  instruct  me  in  the  premises,  I 
am,  very  truly, 

ISAAC  V.  FOWLER, 

Postmaster. 


Post  Opficb  Department,  • 

Washington^  May  18,  1859. 

Sir:  I  inclose  herewith  the  draft  of  a  contract,  to  be  executed  by 
Daniel  H.  Johnson  and  his  sureties,  which  I  have  caused  to  be  prepared 
under  his  accepted  bid,  for  transporting  the  mails  between  New  York 
and  New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco,  via  Key  West,  semi-monthly, 
for  nine  months,  commencing  October  1,  1859,  and  ending  June  30, 
1860. 

The  provisions  of  this  contract  are  the  same  as  those  embraced  in 
the  existing  contract  from  New  Orleans  to  San  Francisco,  via  the  Isth- 
mus of  Tehuantepec,  and  the  stipulations  therein  are  those  uniformly 
inserted  in  other  mail  contracts. 

I  also  inclose,  on  a  separate  sheet,  a  schedule  of  departures  and  ar- 
rivals, allowing  twenty-three  days  between  New  Yort  and  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  twenty  days  between  New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco, 
agreeably  to  Mr.  Johnson's  bid,  which,  if  satisfactory,  you  will  please 
cause  to  be  copied  upon  the  contract  before  its  execution. 

The  Postmaster  General  desires  that  you  will  attend  to  having  this 
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x>ntract  executed  by  the  contractor,  with  good  and  suflScient  sureties, 
iS  soon  as  practicable,  and  return  it  to  him. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  KING. 
Isaac  V.  Fowler,  Esq., 

Postmaster y  New  YorJcy  N,  Y, 


Schedule  days  of  departures  and  arrivals  for  the  contract  period  of  nine 
monthsy  commencing  October  1,  1859,  and  ending  Jwne  30,  1860. 

Leave  New  York  on  the  5th  and  20th,  and  New  Orleans  on  the  8th 
and  23d,  of  each  month,  and  arrive  at  San  Francisco  within  twenty- 
three  days  thereafter,  from  New  York,  and  within  twenty  days  from 
New  Orleans. 

Returning. 

Leave  San  Francisco  on  the  5th  and  20th  of  each  month,  and  arrive 
at  New  Orleans  within  twenty  and  at  New  York  within  twenty-three 
days  thereafter. 

When  the  regular  sailing  day  from  either  end  ot  the  route  falls  on 
a  Sunday,  the  departure  is  to  be  made  on  the  following  Monday. 


[Confidential.] 

New  York,  May  19,  1859. 

Dear  Sir:  The  inclosed  note  I  have  just  received.  The  parties 
associated  with  me  are  now  engaged  in  settling  the  terms  of  purchase 
of  five  ocean  steamers  for  cash,  and  desire  that  neither  their  names  or 
their  business  be  known  until  all  is  concluded. 

•  IS  positively  required^  they  will  of  course  sign  the  contract  as  sureties, 
but  prefer  delaying  it  until  next  week.  I  most  respectfully  ask  can 
this  indulgence  be  granted  ? 

The  imperative  tone  of  the  letter  inclosed  has  induced  this  applica- 
tion to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  H.  JOHNSON. 

Hon.  J.  Holt, 

Postmaster  General. 


[Inclo8ure.] 

Post  Office,  New  York, 

May  19,  1859. 

Sir  :  The  postmaster  desires  me  to  inform  you  that  the  mail  contract, 
executed  on  the  part  of  the  Postmaster  General,  has  been  forwarded 
here  for  immediate  execution  by  you  and  sureties. 
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Please  send  me  the  names  of  the  sureties,  that  I  may  enter  than  in 
the  contract  at  once. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  CALDWELL, 

Aadslant  Podmagter, 
Daniel  H.  Johnson,  Esq., 

Contractor^  &c. 


Post  Officb  Dkpartmbnt, 

May  20,  1859. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  I  am  directed  by 
the  Postmaster  General  to  inform  you  that  objection  will  not  be  made 
to  delaying  until  next  week  the  execution  of  your  contract,  and  you 
will  be  pleased  so  to  advise  Mr.  Fowler,  the  postmaster. 
I  am,  very  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  KING. 
Daniel  H.  Johnson,  Esq., 

New  York. 


Post  Office  Department, 

Washington^  May  24,  1859. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  temporary  contract  has 
recently  been  awarded  to  Mr.  Daniel  H.  Johnson,  of  New  York,  for 
the  conveyance  of  the  United  States  mail,  semi-monthly,  in  steamships, 
steamboats,  and  land  carriages,  from  the  1st  of  October,  1859,  to  the 
30th  of  June,  1860,  inclusive,  between  New  York  and  San  Francisco, 
and  New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco,  via  Key  West,  Florida,  San  Juan 
del  Norte,  Virgin  Bay,  and  San  Juan  del  Sur,  in  the  State  of  Nicar- 
agua. 4 

I  beg,  therefore,  to  suggest  that  the  Nicaraguan  government  be 
officially  informed  of  this  arrangement,  and  requested  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  protect  the  mails  in  their  transit 
across  the  Isthmus. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOLT. 
Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington^  May  24,  1859. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  date,  relative  to  a  certain  arrangement  for  the  conveyance  of  the 
United  States  mail  between  New  York  and  San  Francisco,  and  New 
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Orleans  and  San  Francisco,  and  to  state,  in  reply,  that  your  request 
regarding  the  matter  has  heen  complied  with. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  ohedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 

Hon.  Joseph  Holt,  Poatmatder  General, 


Post  Oppicb  Department, 

Washir^on^  May  25,  1859. 

Sir  :  Circumstances  have  transpired  since  my  letter  to  you  of  the 
20th  instant  which  render  it  necessarjr  for  the  Postmaster  General 
to  insist  upon  the  immediate  execution  hy  yourself  and  sureties 
of  the  contract  for  the  mail  service  to  and  from  San  Francisco,  via 
Nicaragua,  which  was  transmitted  to  the  postmaster  of  New  York  on 
the  18th  instant. 

Mr.  Fowler  has  therefore  heen  requested  to  require  its  prompt  exe- 
cution and  return  to  the  department. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  ohedient  servant, 

HORATIO  KING. 

Daijikl  H.  Johnson,  Esq.,  New  Torky  N.  Y. 


Post  Office  Department, 

Washington,  May  25,  1859. 

Sir  :  The  Postmaster  General  requests  me  to  state  that,  fi-om  in- 
formation received  this  morning,  he  deems  it  important  to  require  the 
prompt  execution  hy  Daniel  H.  Johnson  and  sureties  of  the  contract 
for  mail  service  to  California  transmitted  to  you  on  the  18th  instant. 

You  will,  of  course,  see  that  the  sureties  offered  hy  Mr.  Johnson  are 
persons  of  undoubted  means  and  responsibility,  that  the  department 
4and  the  public  may  have  an  ample  guarantee  that  the  mails  will  be 
faithfully  carried  according  to  contract. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  KING. 

Isaac  V.  Fowler,  Esq., 

Postmaster  J  New  York,  N,  Y. 


Post  Office,  New  Yark^  May  26,  1859. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  yours  of  yesterday,  permit  me  to  state  the  action 
taken  relative  to  the  contract  to  be  executed  by  Daniel  H.  Johnson. 

Immediately  on  its  receipt,  on  Thursday  last,  the  19th  instant,  I 
communicated  in  writing  the  fact  of  its  reception,  and  that  I  awaited 
its  execution,  with  all  due  diligence.  Mr.  Johnson  assured  me  that 
his  sureties,  who  were  to  be  unexceptionable  in  every  point,  would  be 
immediately  forthcoming.  On  Saturday  last,  in  reply  to  a  note  from 
me  asking  for  the  execution  of  the  contract,  he  showed  to  me  a  l^tt/^x 
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from  you,  in  which  you  said,  ''That  objection  will  not  be  made  to 
delaying  until  next  week  the  execution,"  &c.  Presuming  that  "until 
next  week"  was  not  intended  to  include  the  whole  week,  I  again,  oe 
Tuesday,  the  24th  instant,  addressed  Mr.  Johnson  and  received  a 
reply,  of  which  the  inclosed  is  a  copy.  In  this  note  he  fixed  the  time 
for  executing  the  contract  for  this  day.  To-day  Mr.  Johnson  called 
and  gave  me  the  names  of  Asa  Tifi't,  of  Key  West,  Florida,  and  Henry 
Churchill,  of  Connecticut,  with  very  respectable  city  references.  I 
shall  inquire  into  the  circumstances  fully. 

Mr.  Johnson  asserts  that,  in  case  these  sureties  are  not  in  every  way 
accept0>ble,  he  will  give  me  the  names  of  additional  sureties,  so  there 
can  oe  no  cavil. 

Will  you  please  say  to  me  by  return  mail  what  sum  in  the  aggre- 
gate the  sureties  should  be  worth  in  order  to  exact  a  compliance  with 
the  terms  of  the  contract. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  V.  FOWLER,  Postmaster. 

Horatio  Kino,  Esq., 

First  Assistant  Postmaster  General. 


Post  Office  Department, 

Washinytonj  May  27,  1859. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  the  inquiry  made  in  the  concluding  paragraph  of 
your  letter  of  26th  instant,  I  am  requested  by  the  Postmaster  General 
to  state  that  the  sureties  offered  by  Mr.  Johnson  should  be  worth,  in 
the  aggregate,  at  least  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  KINO. 
Isaac  V.  Fowler,  Esq., 

Postmaster  New  York,  New  York, 


Post  Office,  New  York,  May  30,  1859. 

Sir:  Relative  to  the  execution  of  the  contract  by  Daniel  H.  Johnson, 
Esq.,  I  have  to  report  that  on  Saturday  I  was  furnished  with  the 
names  of  George  H.  White,  of  Cherry  Valley,  New  York,  and  Mr. 
George  Irving  as  sureties ;  and  to-day  with  the  additional  names  of 

Hiram  Grimes  and  Mr. Tunnicliff. 

As  time  is  required  to  make  inquiries,  I  have  appointed  one  o'clock 
to-morrow  for  the  time  for  executing  the  contract.  I  shall  exact  an 
affidavit  from  each  before  the  United  States  commissioner  as  to  their 
responsibility,  &c. 

I  hope  to  be  able  to  send  the  contract  to-morrow  properly  executed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  V.  FOWLER,  Postmaster. 
Per  WILLIAM  CALDWELL,  Assistant. 

Horatio  Kino,  Esq.,  dc.,  dtc.y  rf-c. 
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Post  Office  Department,  May  31,  1859. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  30th  instant  is  received. 
The  Postmaster   General  directs  that  before  accepting  the  bond 
oflfered  by  Mr.  Johnson,  you  communicate  with  the  department,  to  the 
end  that  there  may  be  no  mistake  as  to  the  responsibility  of  the 
sureties. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  KING. 
Isaac  V.  Fowler,  Esq., 

Postmaster  J  New  York, 

Note. — Same  request  was  made  by  telegraph. 


PofiTT  Office,  New  York,  May  31,  1859. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  return  to  you  the  contract  now  executed  by  Daniel 
H.  Johnson  and  sureties. 

It  has  been  executed  at  the  earliest  practicable  time,  with  good  and 
sufficient  sureties. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  V.  FOWLER, 

Postmaster, 
Horatio  Kma,  Esq., 

First  Assistant  Postmaster  General. 


Post  Office,  New  York,  May  31,  1859. 

Sir:  Your  telegraphic  dispatch,  in  the  words  ''do  not  accept  bond 
till  department  is  consulted  as  to  responsibility  of  sureties,"  was  re- 
ceived at  three  minutes  before  three,  p.  m.,  a  few  minutes  after  the 
postmaster  had  left  the  office,  and  over  an  hour  after  the  execution  of 
the  contract  and  acceptance  of  the  sureties  by  him. 
The  contract  as  executed  goes  forward  by  same  mail  with  this. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  CALDWELL, 

Assistant  Postmaster. 
Horatio  Kino,  Esq., 

First  Assistant  Postmaster  General. 
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No.  3.]  [$162,000  for  nine  montliB. 

This  article  of  contract,  made  the  day  of  May,  in  the  year 

eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  between  the  United  States,  acting  in 
this  behalf  by  their  Postmaster  General,  and  Daniel  H.  Johnson,  con- 
tractor, and  Hiram  Grimes  and  George  Irving,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
and  George  W.  White,  of  Cherry  Valley,  New  York,  as  sureties : 

WITNESSETH,  That  whereas,  Daniel  H.  Johnson  has  been  accepted 
according  to  law,  as  contractor  for  transporting  the  mail  on  route  No. 
3,  from  New  York  and  New  Orleans,  by  Key  West,  Florida,  thence  to 
San  Juan  del  Norte,  thence  by  the  river  San  Juan  and  Lake  Nicaragua 
to  Virgin  Bay,  thence  to  San  Juan  del  Sur,  in  the  State  of  Nicaragua, 
and  thence  to  San  Francisco,  California,  touching  at  each  of  the  above- 
named  ports,  and  back,  twice  a  month,  in  good  and  sufficient  steam- 
ships, to  and  from  the  Isthmus  of  Nicaragua,  on  either  side,  and  across 
said  Isthmus  in  good  and  sufficient  steamboats  and  land  carriages, 
at  a  compensation  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  thousand  dollars 
($162,000)  for  and  during  the  term  of  nine  months,  commencing  on  the 
nrst  day  of  October,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine,  and  ending  with  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  sixty :  the  time  to  be  occupied  in  making  each 
trip,  each  way,  not  to  exceed  twenty-three  days  oetween  New  York 
and  San  Francisco,  and  twenty  days  between  New  Orleans  and  San 
Francisco.  Now,  therefore,  the  said  Daniel  H.  Johnson,  contractor, 
and  Hiram  Grimes,  George  Irving,  and  George  W.  White,  as  sureties, 
do  jointly  and  severally  undertake,  covenant,  and  agree  with  the 
United  States,  and  do  bind  themselves : 

1.  To  carry  said  mail  within  the  times  fixed  in  the  annexed  schedule 
of  departures  and  arrivals,  and  so  carry  until  said  schedule  is  altered 
by  the  authority  of  the  Postmaster  General  of  the  United  States,  as 
hereinafter  provided,  and  then  to  carry  according  to  said  altered 
schedule. 

2.  To  carry  said  mail  in  a  safe  and  secure  manner,  free  from  wet  or 
other  injury,  in  steamships,  steamboats,  and  land  carriages,  and  in  a 
separate  and  convenient  apartment  of  each  steamer,  to  be  suitably 
fitted  up  under  order  of  the  department  at  the  expense  of  the  contrac- 
tor, for  the  assorting  and  safe-keeping  of  the  mail,  and  for  the  sole 
and  exclusive  occupation,  use,  and  accommodation  of  the  Post  Office 
Department  and  its  mail  agent,  if  the  Postmaster  General  shall  require 
it,  for  the  use  and  accommodation  of  the  mail  and  mail  agent,  and 
such  mail  agent  is  to  be  conveyed  without  further  charge. 

3.  To  take  the  mail  and  every  part  of  it  from,  and  deliver  it  and 
every  part  of  it  into,  each  post  office  on  the  route,  or  that  may  here- 
after be  established  on  the  route,  and  into  the  post  office  at  each  end 
of  the  route,  and  to  the  mail  carriers  on  connecting  routes. 

They  also  undertake,  covenant,  and  agree  with  the  United  States, 
and  do  bind  themselves,  jointly  and  severally  as  aforesaid,  to  be  an- 
swerable for  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  the  said  contractor  shall 
commit  the  care  and  transportation  of  the  mail,  and  accountable  to 
the  United  States  for  any  damages  which  may  be  sustained  by  the 
United  States  through  his  or  their  unfeithfulness  or  want  of  care ;  and 
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that  the  said  contractor  will  discharge  any  carrier  of  said  mail  when- 
ever required  to  do  so  by  the  Postmaster  General ;  also,  that  he  will 
not  transmit,  or  be  concerned  in  transmitting,  commercial  intelligence 
more  rapidly  than  by  mail,  and  that  he  will  not  carry  out  of  the  mail 
letters  or  newspapers  which  should  go  by  post,  and  that  he  will  not 
knowingly  convey  any  person  carrying  on  the  business  of  transporting 
letters  or  other  mail  matter,  without  the  consent  of  the  department; 
and  further,  that  the  said  contractor  will  convey,  without  additional 
charge,  post  office  blanks,  mail  bags,  and  the  special  agents  of  the 
department,  on  the  exhibition  of  their  credentials. 

They  further  undertake  and  covenant  with  the  United  States  that 
the  said  contractor  will  collect  quarterly,  if  required  by  the  Postmaster 
General,  of  postmasters  on  said  route  the  balances  due  from  them  to 
the  General  Post  Office,  and  faithfully  render  an  account  thereof  to  the 
Postmaster  General  in  the  settlement  of  quarterly  accounts,  and  will 
pay  over  to  the  General  Post  Office  all  balances  remaining  in  his  hands. 
For  which  services,  when  performed,  the  said  Daniel  H.  Johnson  is  to 
be  paid  by  the  United  States,  in  quarterly  payments  if  practicable,  the 
sum  of  $162,000,  as  soon  as  Congress  shall  make  the  necessary  appro- 
priation for  that  purpose,  either  through  the  postmasters  on  the  route 
or  otherwise,  at  the  option  of  the  Postmaster  General  of  the  United 
States ;  said  pay  to  be  subject,  however,  to  be  reduced  or  discontinued 
by  the  Postmaster  General  as  hereinafter  stipulated,  or  to  be  suspended 
in  case  of  delinquency. 

"^  It  is  hereby  stipulated  and  agreed  by  the  said  contractor  and  his 
sureties  that  the  Postmaster  General  may  increase  the  service  or  change 
the  schedule,  he  allowing  a  pro  rata  increase  of  compensation  within 
the  restrictions  imposed  by  law  for  the  additional  service  required ; 
but  the  contractor  may,  in  case  of  increased  service  or  change  of 
schedule,  relinquish  the  contract  on  timely  notice,  if  he  prefers  it  to 
the  change. 

It  is  hereby  also  stipulated  and  agreed  by  the  said  contractor  and 
his  sureties,  that  in  all  cases  there  is  to  be  a  forfeiture  of  the  pay  of  a 
trip  when  the  trip  is  not  run,  and  a  forfeiture  of  a  due  proportion  of  it 
when  a  grade  of  service  is  rendered  inferior  to  the  mode  of  conveyance 
above  stipulated;  and  that  these  forieitures  may  be  increased  into 
penalties  of  a  higher  amount,  according  to  the  nature  or  frequency  of 
the  failure  and  the  importance  of  the  mail ;  also,  that  fines  may  be 
imposed  upon  the  contractor  unless  the  delinquency  be  satisfactorily 
explained  to  the  Postmaster  General  in  due  time,  for  failing  to  take 
from,  or  deliver  at  a  post  office  the  mail,  or  any  part  of  it;  for  suffer- 
ing it  to  be  wet,  injured,  lost,  or  destroyed ;  for  carrying  it  in  a  place 
or  manner  that  exposes  it  to  depredation,  loss,  or  injury,  by  being  wet 
or  otherwise;  for  refusing,  after  demand,  to  convey  a  mail  by  any 
steamships,  steamboats,  or  land  carriages,  which  the  contractor  runs, 
or  is  concerned  in  running,  on  the  route,  beyond  the  number  of  trips 
above  specified ;  or  for  not  arriving  at  the  time  set  in  the  schedule. 
And  for  setting  up  or  running  an  express  to  transmit  letters  or  com- 
mercial intelligence  in  advance  of  the  mail,  or  for  transporting  know- 
ingly, or  after  being  informed,  any  one  engaged  in  transporting  letters 
or  mail  matter  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  a  ^ewa.W.'^ 
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of  fifty  dollars  may  be  exacted  for  each  offense,  and  for  each  article  so 
carried.  And  no  fines  or  forfeitures  shall  be  remitted  for  failures 
arising  from  a  want  of  a  suitable  road,  or  for  obstacles  presented  by 
the  insufficiency  of  the  river  navigation,  or  of  the  bays,  at  either 
terminus  of  the  route. 

It  is  further  stipulated  and  agreed,  by  the  said  contractor  and  his 
sureties,  that  the  Postmaster  General  may  annul  the  contract  for 
repeated  failures ;  for  violating  the  post  office  laws ;  for  disobeying  the 
instructions  of  the  department ;  for  refusing  to  discharge  a  carrier  or 
any  other  person  having  charge  of  the  mail  by  his  direction,  when 
required  by  the  department;  for  assigning  the  contract  without  the 
consent  of  the  Postmaster  General ;  for  setting  up  or  running  an 
express  as  aforesaid ;  or  for  transporting  persons  conveying  maU  matter 
out  of  the  mail  as  aforesaid ;  or  whenever  the  contractor  shall  become 
a  postmaster,  assistant  postmaster,  or  member  of  Congress;  and  this 
contract  shall  in  all  its  parts  be  subject  to  the  terms  and  requisitions 
of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  public  contracts." 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  Postmaster  General  has  caused  the  seal 
of  the  Post  Office  Department  to  be  hereto  affixed,  and  has  attested  the 
same  by  his  signature,  and  the  said  contractors  and  his  sureties  have 
hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seals,  the  day  and  year  set  opposite  their 
names  respectively. 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  by  the  Postmaster  General  in  the' 
presence  of — 

Horatio  Kino. 

J.  HOLT,  [seal.] 

And  by  the  other  parties  hereto,  in  the  presence  of — 
William  Caldwell, 
Isaac  V.  Fowler. 

^  DANIEL  H.  JOHNSON,  [l.  s. 
HIRAM  GRIMES,  "l.  s. 

GEORGE  WHITE,  l.  s. 

GEORGE  IRVING.  [l.  s. 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  am  well  acquainted  with  Hiram  Grimes, 
George  Irving,  and  Greorge  W.  White,  and  the  condition  of  their 
property,  and  that  after  full  investigation  and  inquiry,  I  am  well 
satisfied  that  they  are  good  and  sufficient  sureties  for  the  amount  in 
the  foregoing  contract. 

ISAAC  V.  FOWLER, 

Postmaster, 
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Schedule  days  of  departures  and  arrivalafor  the  contract  period  of  nine 
months,  commencing  October  1,  1859,  and  ending  June  30,  1860. 

Leave  New  York  on  the  5th  and  20th,  and  New  Orleans  on  the  8th 
and  23d  of  each  month,  and  arrive  at  San  Francisco  within  twenty- 
three  days  thereafter  from  New  York,  and  within  twenty  days  from 
New  Orleans. 

Betuming. 

Leave  San  Francisco  on  the  5th  and  20th  of  each  month,  and  arrive 
at  New  Orleans  within  twenty  and  at  New  York  within  twenty-three 
days  thereafter. 

"When  the  regular  sailing  day  from  either  end  of  the  route  falls  on  a 
Sunday,  the  departure  is  to  be  made  on  the  following  Monday. 


Post  Office  Department, 

Washington,  July  6,  1859. 

Sir:  I  am  requested  by  the  Postmaster  General  to  inform  you,  that 
as  steps  will  be  taken  through  the  State  Department  to  procure  in  ad- 
vance of  the  commencement  of  service,  via  Nicaragua,  the  cooperation 
of  the  government  of  Nicaragua  in  protecting  the  mails  and  passengers 
during  their  transit  across  the  Isthmus,  and  an  assurance  from  that 
government  that  the  necessary  measures  have  been  adopted  for  that 
purpose,  it  is  important  that  you  inform  the  department  more  fully 
and  particularly  than  has  heretofore  been  done,  with  reference  to  the 
parties  in  interest  with  you,  and  all  particulars  relative  to  means  and 
facilities  of  transportation,  plans  of  operation,  under  your  contract,  &c. 

You  will  therefore  please  communicate  this  information  as  early  as 
practicable,  either  by  letter  or  in  person.  If  you  can  conveniently 
visit  the  department  at  an  early  day,  a  verbal  interview  on  this  subject 
would  no  doubt  be  the  most  satisfactory.  An  immediate  answer  is 
solicited. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  KING. 

Daniel  H.  Johnson,  Esq., 

Neio  York,  N.  Y. 


Post  Office  Department, 

July  9,  1859. 

Dear  Sir  :  It  is  particularly  desired  that  you  will  visit  Washington 
without  delay,  with  reference  to  important  matters  relating  to  your 
contract. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  KING, 
First  Assistant  Postmaster  General. 
Daniel  H.  Johnson,  Esq.,  New  York. 
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[Telegraph.] 

Post  Office  Department, 

July  11,  1859. 

Postmaster  General  says:  See  Mr.  Daniel  H.  Johnson,  and  request 
him  to  come  here  immediately. 

H.  K. 
I.  V.  Fowler,  Esq., 

Postmaster y  New  York, 


New  York,  July  19,  1859. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the reached  me  at  Salem,  Massachusetts, 

where  I  was  detained  by  sickness,  and  whence  I  have  just  returned. 

In  accordance  with  your  request,  I  shall  be  happy  to  call  on  you  in 
Washington  next  week,  being  now  detained  here  a  few  days  with  the 
details  of  the  arrangements  for  carrying  the  California  mails,  having 
already  procured  the  requisites  for  the  punctual  performance  of  my 
mail  contract. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  H.  JOHNSON, 

Box  433,  Post  Office, 
Hon.  H.  King,  First  Asst.  Postmaster  Oeneral, 

Washington^  D.  C, 

P.  S.  The  Nicaragua  Company,  organized  under  the  Van  Dyke  con- 
tract, with  which  I  am  connected  in  this  undertaking,  have  already 
two  steamboats  nearly  ready  to  start  for  Nicaragua,  and  have  also  sent 
here  to  purchase  some  previously  on  the  route. 


New  York,  July  21,  1859. 

Sir  :  It  is  generally  supposed  here  in  New  York  that  the  contractor 
with  your  department  for  the  transportation  of  the  California  mails 
from  October,  1859,  to  July,  1860,  will  be  unable  to  fulfill  his  en- 
gagementj?  or  perform  the  service.  It  is  in  view  of  the  contingency  of 
his  failure  that  I  now  address  you. 

I  am  running  a  line,  semi-monthly,  of  steamers  to  California,  via 
the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  leaving  New  York  and  San  Francisco  on  the 
5th  and  20th  of  each  month,  being  the  days  of  the  departure  of  the 
mails  under  the  existing  arrangement.  I  was  a  competitor  for  the 
service  lately  proposed  by  your  department,  and  for  which  Mr.  John- 
son was  the  successful  bidder.  In  offering  for  the  proposed  service  I 
found  myself  embarrassed  by  the  refusal  of  the  Panama  Railroad  Com- 
pany (who  have,  of  course,  the  entire  monopoly  of  the  Isthmus)  to  state 
the  sura  for  which  they  would  permit  the  mails  to  be  transported  across 
the  Isthmus  upon  their  railroad. 

The  advertisement  of  your  department  required  proposals  for  the 
entire  service  from  New  York   to   San  Francisco,  (embracing   the 
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Isthmus;)  and  the  refusal  of  the  Panama  Bailroad  Company  to  state 
the  price  for  the  railroad  transportation  rendered  it  impossible  for  me 
to  propose  otherwise  than  for  the  ocean  service.     In  reply  to  my  ap- 

flication  to  the  Panama  Railroad  C!ompany  to  name  their  price  for  the 
sthmus  transportation,  they  stated  that  they  preferred  to  contract  for 
the  transportation  of  the  mails  across  the  Isthmus  directly  with  your 
department.  Their  letter  announcing  such  determination  was  trans- 
mitted by  me  to  your  department  in  the  month  of  April  last,  and  I 
beg  that  you  will  refer  to  it. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  conjecture  the  motives  which  induced  the 
Panama  Bailroad  Company  to  take  this  course.  It  is  well  known  in 
this  community  that  the  persons  having  the  direction  of  the  Panama 
Bailroad  Company  are  largely  interested  in  the  line  of  steamers  at 
present  performing  the  mail  service  between  New  York  and  San  Fran- 
cisco ;  and  this  fact,  taken  in  connection  with  the  fact  that  a  joint  bid 
for  the  service  for  which  proposals  were  lately  invited  by  your  depart- 
ment was  made  by  the  Panama  Bailroad  Company  and  the  Pacific  Mail 
Steamship  Company  leaves  no  room  to  doubt  that  the  Panama  Bailroad 
Company  were  desirous  and  determined  to  prevent  any  successful  com- 
petHion  with  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  for  the  proposed 
mail  service.  It  would  not  seem  to  be  an  unjust  comment  upon  this 
course  of  procedure  to  say  that  it  was  designed  to  work  injury  to  the 
public  service,  and  advantage  to  the  parties  now  performing  the  mail 
service  between  New  York  and  San  Francisco. 

The  form  of  the  proposals  invented  by  your  department  were  calcu- 
lated, but  of  course  without  design,  to  facilitate  the  scheme  of  the 
Panama  Bailroad  Company  and  their  steamship  confederates. 

Should  your  department  see  fit  to  contract  directly  with  the  Panama 
Bailroad  Company  for  the  Isthmus  transportation  of  the  mails,  and 
throw  the  ocean  service  open  to  competition  to  all  American  citizens, 
it  is  respectfully  submitted  that  the  public  interests  would  be  sub- 
served, and  an  injurious  combination  of  the  description  referred  to 
would  be  prevented. 

This  scheme  of  the  Panama  Bailroad  Company  to  prevent  competi- 
tion with  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  was,  of  course,  for  the 
time  being  frustrated  by  the  action  of  your  department  in  awarding 
the  contract  to  a  party  proposing  to  carry  by  the  Nicaragua  route.  If 
that  route  was  actually  open  and  free  to  the  public  it  would,  of  course, 
be  impossible  that  any  combination  to  preclude  competition  in  the 
California  mail  service  should  be  successful.  But  at  the  time  of  the 
oflfering  for  proposals  by  your  department  it  was  not  actually  open, 
nor  in  condition  for  the  transportation  of  the  mails,  and  for  these 
reasons  my  proposal  to  transport  the  mails  by  the  Nicaragua  route 
was  contingent. 

I  was  not  made  aware  of  any  assurances  on  the  part  of  our  govern- 
ment to  protect  the  mails  against  interference  from  the  Nicaraguan 
authorities,  and,  without  such  assurance  in  some  form,  it  appeared  to 
me  to  be  indiscreet  to  contract  absolutely  for  the  performance  of  the 
mail  service  by  that  route.  With  such  assurance,  I  am  willing  to 
undertake,  forthwith,  the  transportation  of  the  mails  by  that  route, 
and  to  make  at  once  the  considerable  expenditures  of  money  w^cft,^%a:^^ 


16  CONTRACTS  OF  D.   H.  JOHNSON  AND  C.  VANBfiHBILT. 

io  place  the  route  in  effective  working  condition  for  the  transportation 
of  mails  and  passengers. 

Permit  me,  therefore,  at  this  time,  in  view  of  the  probable  failure 
of  the  contractor  for  the  California  mail  service  from  October  to  July 
next  to  perform  his  engagement,  to  make  to  your  department  the  fol- 
lowing suggestions : 

1st.  That,  in  the  event  that  new  proposals  are  invited  by  your 
department,  such  proposals,  by  the  Panama  route  at  least,  be  for  the 
ocean  mail  service  alone,  and  that  the  department  contract  directly 
with  the  Panama  Railroad  Company  for  the  service  upon  their  railroad. 
Under  the  present  arrangement  the  railroad  service  is  the  subject  of  i 
separate  and  distinct  contract,  and  it  is  hardly  to  be  presumed  that  the 
Panama  Railroad  Company  would  decline  to  contract  with  the  govern- 
ment directly  for  the  transportation  of  the  mails  across  the  Isthmus  at 
.a  reasonable  price. 

•  2d.  That  permission  should  be  given  the  contractor  to  transport  tl^ 
mails  by  the  Nicaragua  route  in  case  the  Postmaster  General  should 
be  first  satisfied  that  such  service  can  be  so  performed  as  effectively  as 
heretofore. 

It  would  seem  to  establish  a  precedent  dangerous  to  the  public  inter- 
ests to  permit  the  Panama  Railroad  Company  to  determine  who  may 
and  who  may  not  enter  into  competition  for  the  California  mail  service; 
and  feeling  assured,  as  I  do,  that  your  department  has  regard  solely 
to  the  public  welfare,  and  would  do  no  act  to  favor  one  citizen  to  the 
prejudice  of  another,  or  advance  one  interest  to  the  detriment  of  an- 
other, I  have  deemed  myself  justified  in  making  this  communication. 

I  hope  that  the  mail  service  to  California  by  sea  will,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  present  arrangement,  be  thrown  open  to  public  competition, 
4tnd  that  such  precautions  shall  be  resorted  to  by  your  department  as 
will  permit  all  responsible  parties  to  propose  for  the  required  service. 

If  I  am  at  liberty  to  do  so,  I  will  make  such  further  suggestions  to 
your  department,  touching  this  subject  as  may  occur  to  me.  I  should 
be  pleased  to  be  informed  of  the  course  which  the  department  proposes 
to  adopt,  in  case  of  the  contingencies  to  which  I  have  referred ;  and  to 
have,  in  any  event,  the  opportunity  afforded  to  me  to  propose  for  the 
performance  of  such  mail  service  to  California,  aft^r  October  1,  as 
may  be  required  by  your  department,  contingently  or  otherwise. 

Awaiting  reply,  I  am,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

C.  VANDERBILT. 

Hon.  J.  Holt, 

Postmaster  General,  Washington,  D,  C, 


INo.  59.]  Merchants  Exchange, 

Office  of  the  U.  S.  and  Central  American  Transit  Company. 

New  York,  July  22,  1859. 

Sir:  I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  this  company,  formed  under 
grant  from  the  government  of  Nicaragua,  known  as  the  **  Vandyke  and 
Wallace  contract,"  hold  an  instrument  executed  by  Mr.  D.  H.  John- 
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son,  assigning  and  transferring  to  them  a  contract  to  transport  the 
United  States  mail  from  New  York  and  New  Orleans  to  San  Francisco, 
via  Nicaragua,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed. 

This  informal  agreement  is  transmitted  to  the  department  to  be  held 
until  a  more  formal  instrument  can  be  executed,  and  to  secure  the 
rights  acquired  under  it  by  this  company. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  C.  LEA, 

Secretary. 
Hon.  J.  Holt, 

Postmaster  General. 


It  is  understood  and  agreed  that  D.  H.  Johnson  is  to  transfer  and 
assign  to  the  company  formed  under  the  Vandyke  &  Wallace  contract, 
according  to  the  general  steamship  law  of  New  York,  and  he  does 
hereby  assign  and  transfer  to  the  same,  the  mail  contract  already  pro- 
cured and  existing  between  the  government  of  the  United  States  and 
said  Johnson  for  carrying  the  mail  to  San  Francisco,  via  Nicaragua; 
in  consideration  whereof,  it  is  understood  and  agreed  that  said  John- 
son is  to  receive  from  the  mail  pay  of  said  contract  the  sum  of  ten 
thousand  dollars,  as  a  commission  to  him  or  to  his  order ;  and  also,  a 
further  sum  from  the  mail  pay,  not  exceeding  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars,  for  which  sum  the  said  Johnson  has  become  liable  to  the  sure- 
ties on  said  contract.  And  if  at  any  future  time  it  should  appear 
impracticable  that  said  contract  shall  be  assigned,  by  reason  of  the 
regulation  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  or  otherwise,  then  said 
Johnson  is  to  give  to  the  said  company  an  irrevocable  power  of  attor- 
ney to  collect  the  pay  from  the  United  States  for  the  carrying  of  said 
mail,  less  the  above  amount  of  thirty-five  thousand  dollars  to  be  paid 
pro  raia  out  of  each  payment ;  and  for  that  purpose  this  paper  shall 
be  considered  a  sufficient  power. 

Done  in  New  York,  June  ,21,  1859. 

DANIEL  H.  JOHNSON. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  from  the  original  paper  in 
my  possession. 

ISAAC  C.  LEA,  Secretary. 


New  York,  July  27,  1859. 

Sir:  I  have  been  unable  to  reach  Washington  up  to  the  present 
time,  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  parties,  who  were  to  have  assisted 
in  carrying  the  mail,  making  it  incumbent  on  me  to  make  some  change 
in  my  arrangements. 

Ex.  Doc.  45 2 
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/ 


to  place  the  route  in  effective  working  condition  for'"  /      Bh&U 
of  mails  and  passengers.  f  /  . 

Permit  me,  therefore,  at  this  time,  in  view  of  >j*  '     ^t  servant; 
of  the  contractor  for  the  California  mail  servity^v/  f    INSO^, 
next  to  perform  his  engagement,  to  make  to  ;;//  ;  '^j  Po^  ^jF" 
lowing  suggestions:  '//j/  / 

Ist.  That,  in  the  event  that  new  projr   *  j-   - 
department,  such  proposals,  by  the  Panr  y ; 
ocean  mail  service  alone,  and  that  they  /^  '' 
with  the  Panama  Railroad  Company  fo^     /    htbient,  July  26  1859. 
Under  the  present  arrangement  the  r^      ^  ^^le  transportation  of  Ae 
^eparate  and  distanct  contract,  and  it  ^    ^  Nicaragua,  was  receWed, 
Panama  Railroad  Company  would  r   ^    ^^  ^^^  President,  now  at  tk 
ment  directly  for  the  transportatK  / 

■*  oT^'mw^  P"°^-  .       X.     ,  J  .      '  'lis  moment,  is  to  inquire  whetkt, 
^•f  •  wt  P«^'?>'«'«'^  «h«"l?        xisting  contract,  you  lould  Ku- 

rir^t  L tiefi^S^chT     V"^**^  '^'  department  upon  the  term. 
DC  nrst  satisnea  tnat  aucn  se     ^^  course,  the  government  will  guar- 

•nd  feeling  assured,  a  /    |^ij„,  ^j^^, 

ito  the  public  welfare    ^  /^  t    ttoj  rr 

j>i^udice  of  anothe  ;^^;_^  New  York.  '  ' 

other,  I  have  deen  --  ^  ^(.^^^^     ' 

I  hope  that  th^  y ''         — 

tion  of  the  pres^  /  ^^      ^^^ 

And  that  such  N^w  York,  July  30,  1859. 

will  permit  a'  -jetter  of  the  26th  instant,  addressed  to  C.  Vander- 

If  I  am  a'         K»ni  during  the  Commodore's  absence  from  town  on 

your  depar'  y>^^0^^  ^^  returns,  your  inquiry  shall  have  prompt 

1)0  pleased     Vp!-  .^  in  writing,  or  he  will  see  you  at  Washington. 

to  adopt,    /Jff,  t^QWj  your  obedient  servant, 

have,  in  jji*^^^^  D.  B.  ALLEN. 

jperforn-    ^/     ^fioV^j 

may  b          Ja^  eimo^^^  General ^  Washington. 
Aw      H^'    ^^  

H  Post  Office  Department, 

July  30,  1859. 

reply  to  yours  of  the  22d  instant,  I  have  to  state  that,  before 
.^:  i^  jjne  the  question  whether  this  department  will  assent  to 
^n^^^Lent  of  the  contract  by  Mr.  Johnson  to  the  ** United  States 
-^        w^^O  American  Transit  Company,"  I  must  be  informed — 
y  ^ho  ftr^  ^^^  members  of  said  company? 

*  I  f^py  of  the  charter  granted  them  by  the  Kicaraguan  govern- 
i.  ^^gibe  forwarded  to  this  department. 
t        ^et^^^h^t  ships  are  now  owned  by  the  company,  and  destined  for  the 
3'.    referred  to,  and  within  what  time  the  arrangement  for  the 
ge^^^^ion  of  the  contract  will  be  complete? 
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for  the  New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco  mails;  the  additional  compen- 
sation beyond  what  is  stipulated  for  the  route  by  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama  being  intended  to  meet  and  cover  the  expenses  of  the  land  and 
boat  transit  over  the  Isthmus  of  Nicaragua,  which  expenses  are  to  be 
borne  and  paid  by  the  said  Cornelius  Vanderbilt.  This  last-mentioned 
service  by  the  Nicaragua  route  is  to  commence  as  soon  as  practicable, 
and  when  commenced  is  to  be  in  lieu  of  that  by  Aspinwall  and  Panama, 
which  is  thereafter  to  be  discontinued ;  and  the  said  service  by  Nica- 
ragua is  to  be  paid  for  at  the  rate  mentioned,  for  and  during  the  time 
only  that  it  shall  be  actually  performed. 

Now,  therefore,  the  said  Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  contractor,  and  Jacob 
H.  Vanderbilt  and  Daniel  B.  Allen  as  sureties,  do  jointly  and  severally 
undertake,  covenant,  and  agree  with  the  United  States,  and  do  bind 
themselves : 

1.  To  carry  said  mails  within  the  times  fixed  in  the  annexed  sched- 
ule of  departures  and  arrivals,  and  so  carry  until  said  schedule  is 
altered  by  the  authority  of  the  Postmaster  (Jeneral  of  the  United 
States,  as  hereinafter  provided,  and  then  to  carry  according  to  said 
altered  schedule. 

2.  To  carry  said  mails  in  a  safe  and  secure  manner,  free  from  wet  or 
other  injury,  in  steamships,  steamboats,  and  land  carriages,  and  in  a 
separate  and  convenient  apartment  of  each  steamer,  to  be  suitably 
fitted  up  under  the  order  and  direction  of  the  department,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  said  contractor,  for  the  assorting  and  safe-keeping  of  the 
mails,  and  for  the  sole  and  exclusive  occupation,  use,  and  accommoda- 
tion of  the  Post  Office  Department  and  its  mail  agent,  if  the  Postmaster 
General  shall  require  it  for  the  use  and  accommodation  of  the  mail 
and  mail  agent,  and  such  mail  agent  is  to  be  conveyed  without  further 
charge. 

3.  To  take  the  mail  and  every  part  of  it  from,  and  deliver  it  and 
every  part  of  it  into,  each  post  office  on  the  route,  or  that  may  here- 
after be  established  on  the  route,  and  into  the  post  office  at  each  end  of 
the  route,  and  to  the  mail  carriers  on  connecting  routes.  They  also 
undertake,  covenant,  and  agree  with  the  United  States,  and  do  bind 
themselves,  jointly  and  severally,  as  aforesaid,  to  be  answerable  for 
the  person  or  persons  to  whom  the  said  contractor  shall  commit  the 
care  and  transportation  of  the  mails,  and  accountable  to  the  United 
States  for  any  damages  which  may  be  sustained  by  the  United  States, 
through  his  or  their  unfaithfulness  or  want  of  care ;  and  that  the  said 
contractor  will  discharge  any  carrier  of  said  mails,  whenever  required 
to  do  so  by  the  Postmaster  General ;  also,  that  he  will  not  transmit^ 
or  be  concerned  in  transmitting,  commercial  intelligence  more  rapidly 
than  by  mail ;  and  that  he  will  not  carry,  out  of  the  mail,  letters  or 
newspapers  which  should  go  by  post,  and  that  he  will  not  knowingly 
convey  any  person  carrying  on  the  business  of  transporting  letters  or 
other  mail  matter,  without  the  consent  of  the  department ;  and,  ftir- 
ther,  that  the  said  contractor  will  convey,  without  additional  charge, 
post  office  blanks,  mail  bags,  and  the  special  agents  of  the  department, 
on  the  exhibition  of  their  credentials. 

For  which  services,  when  performed,  the  said  Cornelius  Vanderbilt 
is  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States,  in  quarterly  faymetitft  \i  y^%r>c^ 
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This  change  I  hope  within  a  few  days  to  complete,  and  shall  come 
on  to  Washington  immediately  on  the  completion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  H.  JOHNSON, 

Box  433,  Post  Office, 
Hon.  J.  Holt, 

Postmaster  General^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Post  Office  Department,  July  26,  1 859. 

Sir:  Your  communication  in  relation  to  the  transportation  of  the 
mail  from  New  York  to  San  Francisco,  via  Nicaragua,  was  received, 
and,  at  your  suggestion,  was  forwarded  to  the  President,  now  at  the 
Bedford  Springs. 

My  purpose  in  addressing  you  at  this  moment,  is  to  inquire  whether, 
in  the  event  of  the  failure  of  the  existing  contract,  you  would  be  will- 
ing to  enter  into  an  arrangement  with  the  department  upon  the  terms 
heretofore  proposed  by  you?  Of  course,  the  government  will  guar- 
anty the  safe  transit  of  the  mails,  so  far  as  political  obstacles  are  con- 
cerned. None,  however,  are  anticipated  ;  but,  should  they  arise,  and 
not  be  overcome,  the  contractors  would  not  be  held  responsible  for 
such  a  result. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOLT. 

Commodore  C.  Vanderbilt,  New  York. 


New  York,  Jvly  30,  1859. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  26th  instant,  addressed  to  C.  Vander- 
bilt, has  come  to  hand  during  the  Commodore's  absence  from  town  on 
an  excursion.     When  he  returns,  your  inquiry  shall  have  prompt 
notice,  by  a  reply  in  writing,  or  he  will  see  you  at  Washington. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  B.  AI^LEN. 
Hon.  Joseph  Holt, 

Postmaster  Generai,  Washington. 


Post  Office  Departbcbnt, 

Jtdy  30,  1859. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  yours  of  the  22d  instant,  I  have  to  state  that,  before 
I  can  determme  the  question  whether  this  department  will  assent  to 
the  assignment  of  the  contract  by  Mr.  Johnson  to  the  '*  United  States 
and  Central  American  Transit  Company,"  I  must  be  informed — 

1.  Who  are  the  members  of  said  company? 

2.  A  copy  of  the  charter  granted  them  by  the  Nicaraguan  govern- 
ment must  be  forwarded  to  this  department. 

3.  What  ships  are  now  owned  by  the  company,  and  destined  for  the 
service  referred  to,  and  within  what  time  the  arrangement  for  the 
execution  of  the  contract  will  be  complete? 
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Asking  that  you  will  at  once  furnish  the  information  suggested  by 
these  inquiries. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOLT. 
Isaac  C.  Lea,  Esq.,  Secretary y  dc. 


New  York,  August  5,  1859. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  telegraphed  to  Mr.  Vanderbilt  your  inquiry, 
received  a  day  or  two  since,  and  he  directs  me  to  say  to  you  that  he 
is  desirous  of  having  an  interview  with  you,  and  that  he  will  go  to 
Washington  for  that  purpose  immediately  after  his  return  from  Can- 
ada ;  that  his  ships  are  at  the  disposition  of  your  department,  so  fisir 
as  the  California  mail  is  concerned,  and  he  hopes  this  will  be  satisfac- 
tory to  you. 

Mr.  Vanderbilt  directs  me  further,  to  say,  that  if  you  must  have  an 
immediate  answer  he  will  go  to  Washington  at  once ;  but  it  will  be  an 
accommodation  to  him  not  to  do  so  during  the  month  of  August. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  B.  ALLEN. 
Hon.  J.  Holt, 

Postmaster  Oeneral,  Washington, 

P.  S. — I  shall  be  glad  to  know  whether  the  above  suggestions  will 
meet  your  wishes.  1).  B.  A. 


Post  Office  Department, 

Washington,  August  17,  1859. 

Sir:  By  direction  of  the  Postmaster  General,  I  inclose  herewith 
articles  ot  contract  for  you  to  execute,  after  filling'  the  blanks  left  for 
the  number  of  days  to  the  trip,  &c.,  and  inserting  the  schedules  at 
the  end. 

The  Postmaster  expresses  the  hope  that  you  will  name  the  shortest 
time  practicable  in  wnich  the  trips  are  to  be  performed.  The  execu- 
tion should  be  consummated  in  the  usual  manner,  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  postmaster  of  New  York,  who  will,  of  course,  at  your 
request,  make  no  mention  of  the  terms  of  agreement. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  KING. 

C.  Vanderbilt,  Esq.,  New  York. 
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Contract, 

This  article  of  contract,  made  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  August,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  hetween  the  United 
States  (acting  in  this  behalf  by  their  Postmaster  General)  and  Cornelius 
Vanderbilt,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  contractor,  and  Jacob  H.  Vander- 
bilt  and  Daniel  6.  Allen,  as  sureties.     Witnesseth: 

That  whereas  the  said  Cornelius  Vanderbilt  has  been  accepted,  ac- 
cording to  law,  as  contractor  for  transporting  the  mail  on  route  No.  3, 
from  New  York  to  San  Francisco,  by  the  way  of  Aspinwall  and  Panama, 
touching  at  and  delivering  and  receiving  mails  at  Acapulco,  on  the 
Pacific  coast,  and  back,  twice  a  month,  in  good  and  sufficient  steam- 
ships to  and  from  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  on  either  side,  at  and  for 
a  compensation  of  thirty-seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  for  and 
during  the  term  of  nine  months,  commencing  on  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
ber, in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  and  ending 
on  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixty ;  the  time  to  be  occupied  in  each  trip,  each  way,  not  to  exceed 
twenty-five  days.  The  government  of  the  United  States  to  provide  for 
and  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  transit  of  the  said  mails  across  the 
Isthmus  between  Aspinwall  and  Panama. 

And  whereas,  the  said  Cornelius  Vanderbilt  has  been  accepted,  ac- 
cording to  law,  as  contractor  for  transporting  the  United  States  mail 
on  route  No.  3,  from  New  Orleans  to  San  Francisco,  by  the  way  of 
Aspinwall  and  Panama,  touching  at  and  delivering  and  receiving  mails 
at  Acapulco,  on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  back,  twice  a  month,  in  good 
and  sufficient  steamships  to  and  from  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  on  either 
side,  at  and  for  a  compensation  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  for  nine  months'  service,  commencing  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable after  the  said  first  day  of  October,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  and  ending  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  Jime, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty ;  the  time  to  be  oc- 
cupied in  each  trip,  each  way,  not  to  exceed  twenty-three  days.  The 
government  of  the  TJnited  States  providing  for  and  defraying  the  ex- 
pense of  the  transit  of  the  said  mails  across  the  Isthmus  between 
Aspinwall  and  Panama. 

And  whereas,  the  said  Cornelius  Vanderbilt  has  contracted  and 
agreed  (and  has  been  accepted  according  to  law  as  such  contractor)  to 
transport  and  convey  all  of  said  mails  by  the  Nicaragua  route,  instead 
of  by  Aspinwall  and  Panama^  to  wit:  from  New  York  and  New  Orleans 
to  San  Juan  del  Norte,  thence  by  the  river  San  Juan  and  Lake  Nicar- 
agua to  Virgin  Bay ;  thence  to  San  Juan  del  Sur,  in  the  State  of 
Nicaragua,  and  thence  to  San  Francisco,  California,  touching  and 
leaving  and  receiving  mails  at  each  of  the  above-named  ports,  and  at 
Acapulco,  and  back,  twice  a  month,  in  good  and  sufficient  steamships, 
to  and  from  the  Isthmus  of  Nicaragua,  on  eitlier  side,  and  across  said 
Isthmus  in  good  and  sufficient  steamboats  and  land  carriages,  at  and 
for  a  compensation  at  the  rate  of  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  for  nine 
months'  service,  for  the  New  York  and  San  Francisco  mails ;  and  at  the 
rate  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  nine  months'  service 
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for  the  New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco  mails ;  the  additional  compen- 
sation beyond  what  is  stipulated  for  the  route  by  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama  being  intended  to  meet  and  cover  the  expenses  of  the  land  and 
boat  transit  over  the  Isthmus  of  Nicaragua,  which  expenses  are  to  be 
borne  and  paid  by  the  said  Cornelius  Vanderbilt.  This  last-mentioned 
service  by  the  Nicaragua  route  is  to  commence  as  soon  as  practicable, 
and  when  commenced  is  to  be  in  lieu  of  that  by  Aspinwall  and  Panama, 
which  is  thereafter  to  be  discontinued ;  and  the  said  service  by  Nica- 
ra^a  is  to  be  paid  for  at  the  rate  mentioned,  for  and  during  the  time 
only  that  it  shall  be  actually  performed. 

Now,  therefore,  the  said  Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  contractor^,  and  Jacob 
H.  Vanderbilt  and  Daniel  B.  Allen  as  sureties,  do  jointly  and  severally 
undertake,  covenant,  and  agree  with  the  United  States,  and  do  bind 
themselves : 

1.  To  carry  said  mails  within  the  times  fixed  in  the  annexed  sched- 
ule of  departures  and  arrivals,  and  so  carry  until  said  schedule  is 
altered  by  the  authority  of  the  Postmaster  (Jeneral  of  the  United 
States,  as  hereinafter  provided,  and  then  to  carry  according  to  said 
altered  schedule. 

2.  To  carry  said  mails  in  a  safe  and  secure  manner,  free  from  wet  or 
other  injury,  in  steamships,  steamboats,  and  land  carriages,  and  in  a 
separate  and  convenient  apartment  of  each  steamer,  to  be  suitably 
fitted  up  under  the  order  and  direction  of  the  department,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  said  contractor,  for  the  assorting  and  safe-keeping  of  the 
mails^  and  for  the  sole  and  exclusive  occupation,  use,  and  accommoda- 
tion of  the  Post  Office  Department  and  its  mail  agent,  if  the  Postmaster 
General  shall  require  it  for  the  use  and  accommodation  of  the  mail 
and  mail  agent,  and  such  mail  agent  is  to  be  conveyed  without  further 
charge. 

3.  To  take  the  mail  and  every  part  of  it  from,  and  deliver  it  and 
every  part  of  it  into,  each  post  office  on  the  route,  or  that  may  here- 
after be  established  on  the  route,  and  into  the  post  office  at  each  end  of 
the  route,  and  to  the  mail  carriers  on  connecting  routes.  They  also 
undertake,  covenant,  and  agree  with  the  United  States,  and  do  bind 
themselves,  jointly  and  severally,  as  aforesaid,  to  be  answerable  for 
the  person  or  persons  to  whom  the  said  contractor  shall  commit  the 
care  and  transportation  of  the  mails,  and  accountable  to  the  United 
States  for  any  damages  which  may  be  sustained  by  the  United  States, 
through  his  or  their  unfaithfulness  or  want  of  care ;  and  that  the  said 
contractor  will  discharge  any  carrier  of  said  mails,  whenever  required 
to  do  so  by  the  Postmaster  General ;  also,  that  he  will  not  transmit, 
or  be  concerned  in  transmitting,  commercial  intelligence  more  rapidly 
than  by  mail ;  and  that  he  will  not  carry,  out  of  the  mail,  letters  or 
newspapers  which  should  go  by  post,  and  that  he  will  not  knowingly 
convey  any  person  carrying  on  the  business  of  transporting  letters  or 
other  mail  matter,  without  the  consent  of  the  department;  and,  ftir- 
ther,  that  the  said  contractor  will  convey,  without  additional  charge, 
post  office  blanks,  mail  bags,  and  the  special  agents  of  the  department, 
on  the  exhibition  of  their  credentials. 

For  which  services,  when  performed,  the  said  Cornelius  Vanderbilt 
is  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States,  in  quarterly  paym«ti\>%  \^  Y^Wi>&j*' 
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cable,  the  several  sums  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  recitals^  or  bo  much 
thereof,  at  pro  rata  rates,  as  the  service  actually  performed  shall 
amount  to,  on  each  of  the  several  routes  therein  specified,  as  soon  as 
Ciongress  shall  make  the  necessary  appropriation  for  that  purpose, 
said  pay  to  be  subject,  however,  to  be  reduced  or  discontinued  by  the 
Postmaster  Greneral,  as  hereinafter  stipulated,  or  to  be  suspended  in 
case  of  delinquency. 

It  is  hereby  stipulated  and  agreed  by  the  said  contractor  and  his 
sureties,  that  the  Postmaster  General  may  increase  the  service  or 
change  the  schedule,  he  allowing  a  pro  rcUa  increase  of  compensation 
within  the  restrictions  imposed  by  law  for  the  additional  service  re- 
quired ;  but  the  contractor  may,  in  case  of  increase  of  service  or  change 
of  schedule,  relinquish  the  contract  on  timely  notice,  if  he  prefers  it 
to  the  change. 

It  is  hereby  also  stipulated  and  agreed  by  the  said  contractor  and  his 
sureties,  that  in  all  cases  there  is  to  be  a  forfeiture  of  the  pay  of  a  trip 
when  the  trip  is  not  run,  and  a  forfeiture  of  a  due  proportion  of  it 
when  a  ffrade  of  service  is  rendered  inferior  to  the  mode  of  conveyance 
above  stipulated ;  and  that  these  forfeitures  may  be  increased  into  pen- 
alties of  a  higher  amount,  according  to  the  nature  or  frequency  ot  the 
failure  and  the  importance  of  the  mail ;  also,  that  fines  may  be  imposed 
upon  the  contractor  unless  the  delinquency  be  satisfactorily  explained 
to  the  Postmaster  General  in  due  time,  for  failing  to  take  from  or 
deliver  at  a  post  office  the  mail,  or  any  part  of  it,  for  suffering  it  to  be 
wet,  injured,  lost,  or  destroyed;  for  carrying  it  in  a  place  or  manner 
that  exposes  it  to  depredation,  loss,  or  injury  by  being  wet  or  other- 
wise ;  for  refusing,  after  demand,  to  convey  a  mail  by  any  steamships, 
steamboats,  or  land  carriages  which  the  contractor  runs  or  is  concerned 
in  running  on  the  routes,  beyond  the  number  of  trips  above  specified; 
or  for  not  arriving  at  the  time  set  in  the  schedule ;  and  for  setting  up 
and  running  an  express  to  transmit  letters  or  commercial  intelligence 
in  advance  of  the  mail,  or  for  transporting  knowingly,  or  after  being 
informed,  any  one  engaged  in  transporting  letters  or  mail  matter,  in 
violation  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  a  penalty  of  fifty  dollars 
may  be  exacted  for  each  offense,  and  for  each  article  so  carried.  And 
no  fines  or  forfeitures  shall  be  remitted  for  failures  arising  from  a  want 
of  a  suitable  road,  or  for  obstacles  presented  by  the  insufficiency  of  the 
river  navigation,  or  of  the  bays  at  either  terminus  of  the  routes. 

It  is  further  stipulated  and  agreed  by  the  said  contractor  and  his 
sureties,  that  the  Postmaster  General  may  annul  this  contract  for  re- 
peated failures,  for  violating  the  post  office  laws,  for  disobeying  the 
instructions  of  the  department,  for  refusing  to  discharge  a  carrier  or 
any  other  person  having  charge  of  the  mail  by  his  direction^  when 
required  by  the  department ;  for  assigning  this  contract  without  the 
consent  of  the  Postmaster  General;  for  setting  up  or  running  an 
express  as  aforesaid,  or  for  transporting  persons  conveying  mail  matter 
out  of  the  mails  as  aforesaid ;  or  whenever  the  contractor  shall  become 
ft  postmaster,  assistant  pcistmaster,  or  member  of  Congress ;  and  this 
contract  shall  in  all  its  parts  be  subject  to  the  terms  and  requisitions 
of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  entitled  ^'An 
act  concerning  contracts." 
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The  United  States  government  hereby  stipulates  and  agrees^  that  all 
obstacles  growing  out  of  the  action  of  the  government  or  the  people  of 
Nicaragua,  to  the  safe  and  peaceful  transit  of  the  said  mails  across  the 
Isthmus,  from  San  Juan  del  Norte  to  San  Juan  del  Sur,  shall  be  re- 
moved, and  that  all  the  instrumentalities  employed  by  the  said  Corne- 
lius Yanderbilt  in  the  transportation  of  the  mails  by  that  route,  shall 
be  protected  from  detention,  violence,  or  injury,  on  the  part  of  said 
government  and  people. 

It  is  further  stipulated  and  agreed,  as  well  by  the  said  Cornelius 
Yanderbilt  as  by  the  United  States,  that  this  contract  is  made  and  is 
to  go  into  effect  on  the  express  condition  that  the  existing  contract 
executed  by  Daniel  H.  Johnson  for  the  transportation  of  the  United 
States  mails  from  New  York  and  New  Orleans  to  San  Francisco  and 
back,  for  the  period  of  nine  months  from  the  1st  day  of  October,  in 
the  year  1859,  and  bearing  date  the  day  of  May,  1859,  shall  not 
be  executed  and  fulfilled  by  said  Johnson,  in  which  event,  on  notifica- 
tion of  such  failure  by  the  department  to  said  Cornelius  Yanderbilt, 
the  foregoing  contract  will  at  once  go  into  operation,  and  the  said 
Yanderbilt  will  proceed  to  transport  the  United  States  mails  at  the 
time  and  in  the  manner  provided  lor  by  its  stipulations. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  Postmaster  General  has  caused  the  seal 
of  the  Post  Office  Department  to  be  hereto  affixed,  and  has  attested  the 
same  by  his  signature,  and  the  said  contractor  and  his  sureties  have 
hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seals  the  day  and  year  set  opposite  their 
names  respectively. 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  by  the  Postmaster  General. 
[L.S.]  J.  HOLT, 


In  the  presence  of — 

Horatio  Kino. 
And  by  the  other  parties  hereto. 


August  30,  1857. 


C.  YANDERBILT, 

August  29,  1859. 
J.  H.  YANDERBILT, 
August  29,  1859. 

D.  B.  ALLEN, 

August  29,  1859. 
In  the  presence  of — 

William  Caldwell, 

Assistant  Postmaster^  New  York. 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  am  well  acquainted  with  Jacob  H.  Yander- 
bilt and  Daniel  B.  Allen,  and  with  the  condition  of  their  property, 
and  that  after  full  investigation  and  inquiry,  I  am  well  satisfiea  that 
they  are  good  and  sufficient  sureties  for  the  amount  in  the  foregoing 
contract 

WILLIAM  CALDWELL, 
Aaaistant  Poatmaster  at  New  York,  N.  T. 
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Post  Office  Depa&tmskt, 

Augu^  30,  1859. 

Upon  the  execntion  of  the  foregoing  contract  with  Cornelius  Van- 
derbilt  for  the  transportation  of  the  United  States  mails  between  Nev 
York  and  SeCa  Francisco,  it  appears  that  the  stipulations  therein  con- 
tained  obliging  the  said  Yanderbilt  '^  to  take  the  mail  and  everj  part 
of  it  from^  and  deliver  it  into,  the  post  office  at  each  end  of  the  route" 
was  not  contemplated  by  the  bid  of  said  Yanderbilt,  in  response  to  the 
proposals  of  the  department,  and  he  having  signed  said  contract  witii 
the  understanding  that  said  stipulations  would  not  be  enforced  or  in- 
sisted on,  I  hereby,  for  the  consideration  aforesaid,  relieve  him  from 
the  obligation  which  said  stipulation  imposed,  and  the  department 
charges  itself  with  the  duty  of  otherwise  providing  for  the  reception 
and  delivery  of  said  mails  at  the  termini  of  said  route. 

J.  HOLT. 


SCHEDULE. 

BofUe  via  Panama. 


Leave  New  York  on  the  5th  and  20th  of  each  month. 
Arrive  at  San  Francisco  by  the  30th  and  15th  of  each  month. 
Leave  San  Francisco  on  the  5th  and  20th  of  each  month. 
Arrive  at  New  York  by  the  30th  and  15th  of  each  month. 
Leave  New  Orleans  on  the  Yth  and  22d  of  each  month. 
Arrive  at  San  Francisco  by  the  30th  ai|d  15th  of  each  month. 
Leave  San  Francisco  on  the  5th  and  20th  of  each  month. 
Arrive  at  New  Orleans  by  the  28th  and  13th  of  each  month. 

Boute  via  Nicaragtia. 

Leave  New  York  on  the  5th  and  20th  of  each  month. 
Arrive  at  San  Francisco  by  the  30th  and  15th  of  each  month. 
Leave  San  Francisco  on  the  5th  and  20th  of  each  month. 
Arrive  at  New  York  by  the  30th  and  15th  of  each  month. 
Leave  New  Orleans  on  the  7th  and  22d  of  each  month. 
Arrive  at  San  Francisco  by  the  30th  and  15th  of  each  month. 
Leave  San  Francisco  on  the  5th  and  20th  of  each  month. 
Arrive  at  New  Orleans  by  the  28th  and  13th  of  each  month. 


New  York,  August  24,  1859. 

Deab  Sir:  The  form  of  contract  was  duly  received  by  the  hands  of 
(General  Skinner. 

Mr.  Yanderbilt' 8  continued  absence  from  the  city,  and  uncertain 
whereabouts,  induced  me  not  to  entrust  a  matter  of  so  much  impor- 
tance to  the  risks  of  correspondence,  and  I  therefore  deemed  it  pruaent 
to  retain  the  paper  until  I  should  be  certain  concerning  his  movements, 
and  learn  from  nim  the  probable  period  of  his  return. 
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I  hear  from  him  to-day  that  he  will  be  here  the  latter  part  of  this 
week,  when  I  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  you  of  his  action 
on  the  subject. 

In  the  meantime,  I  take  the  liberty  of  inviting  your  attention  to  the 
following  points,  which  occur  to  me  in  reading  over  the  contract,  and 
to  which  I  beg  you  to  respond  at  your  earliest  convenience. 

1.  Neither  the  invitation  for  proposals^  given  out  by  the  department, 
nor  the  proposals  themselves,  called  for  stopping  at  Acaptdco  to  land 
and  receive  mails.  And  I  should  be  glad  to  learn  whether  you  regard 
this  as  an  indispensable  point.  .    . 

2.  The  basis  of  Mr.  Yanderbilt's  calculations  of  the  service  to  be 

r^rformed,  at  the  time  he  made  up  his  estimate  and  bid,  and  in  which 
assisted  him,  was  the  cost  of  the  service  simply  as  freight  transport 
tation  in  the  ships y  and  it  did  not  occur  to  him,  nor  to  me,  that  the 
carriage  between  the  ships  and  the  post  offices  at  the  termini  of  the 
route  would  be  required  of  the  contractor.  We  supposed  that  this 
would  be  done  by  the  Department. 

In  the  event  of  the  Acapulco  service  being  determined  as  indispen- 
sable, I  submit  whether  you  will  not  be  disposed  to  concede  the  second 
point,  viz :  the  carriage  of  the  mails  to  and  from  the  post  offices  from 
and  to  the  ships. 

3.  The  clause  relative  to  protection  it  seems  to  me  ought  to  include 
Costa  Rica  J  as  well  as  Nicaragua,  for  the  reason  that  the  river  '^San 
Juan''  through  about  one  half  its  course  is  the  boundary  line  of  the 
two  republics,  and  the  control  of  the  lower  portion  of  the  river  is  still 
an  unsettled  question  between  Nicaragua,  Costa  Rica,  and  the  Mosquito 
protectorate. 

Your  kindness  to  me  hitherto  induces  me  to  makes  this  communica- 
tion in  all  frankness,  and  to  solicit  from  you  an  early  reply,  so  that  I 
may  be  enabled  to  submit  the  matter  to  Mr.  Vanderbilt  on  his  return, 
in  a  form  to  secure,  as  I  hope,  his  prompt  and  unqualified  approval. 

By  our  steamer,  the  "North  Star,"  of  the  20th  instant,  I  sent  to 
our  agents  at  San  Francisco  orders  respecting  the  mails,  of  which  the 
inclosed  is  a  copy,  in  accordance  with  my  promise  to  you  at  our  last 
interview.  Be  kind  enough  to  inform  me  of  the  nature  of  your 
infitructions  to  the  San  Francisco  office  in  this  behalf,  so  that  I  may 
be  prepared  to  give  any  additional  orders  that  may  be  deemed  neces- 
sary to  go  forward  by  steamer  of  the  5th  proximo. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  B.  ALLEN. 

Hon.  J.  Holt, 

Postmaster  Oeneral,  Washington. 


tPcr"  North  Star."] 

New  York,  August  19,  1859. 

Gentlemkn:  Tou  will  please  hold  yourselves  in  readiness,  on  the  5th 
of  Oetober,  to  take  the  United  States  mails  that  may  be  offered  to  you 
by  the  postmaster  at  San  Francisco,  for  transportation  from  that  place 
to  New  York. 


J 
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On  the  failure  of  the  contractor,  Johnson,  to  receive  the  San  Fran- 
cisco mails  of  that  date,  they  will  be  offered  to  us,  and  you  will  please 
forward  them  as  above,  with  instructions  to  deliver  them,  to  the  Panama 
Railroad  Company  for  delivery  to  our  Atlantic  steamer. 

It  may  be  as  well  to  communicate  this  to  no  one  except  to  the  post- 
master at  San  Francisco,  and  to  him  only  when  it  may  in  your  judgment 
become  necessary — ^say  after  the  departure  of  the  20th  of  September 
steamer. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  VANDERBILT, 
By  D.  B.  ALLEN. 
Messrs.  C.  K.  Garrison  &  Co., 

Ag&ntSj  San  Francisco. 


Post  Office  Dbpartbiknt, 
Washingtony  August  25,  1859. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  I  am  instructed 
by  the  Postmaster  General  to  inform  you  that  it  is  quite  desirable  to 
have  your  steamers  touch  and  leave  a  mail  at  Acapulco,  going  and 
returning;  and  as  it  can  be  done  with  little  trouble,  he  hopes  it  will 
not  be  objected  to. 

As  regards  taking  the  mails  to  and  from  the  post  offices  at  the 
termini  of  the  route,  I  am  desired  to  say  that  this  service  is  performed 
by  the  present  contractors,  the  advertisement  contemplated  that  this 
would  be  done ;  and  as  it  is  the  usual  course,  and  the  expense  to  you 
must  be  comparatively  trifling,  it  is  expected  that  there  will  be  no 
objection  to  it  on  your  part. 

With  reference  to  your  suggestion,  that  Costa  Rica  ought  to  be  in- 
cluded in  the  clause  relative  to  protection,  the  Postmaster  General  has 
no  objection  to  so  altering  the  articles  if  you  shall  desire  it,  and  will 
return  them  to  the  department ;  but  he  thinks  it  wholly  unnecessary, 
*  inasmuch  as  this  government  has  no  existing  difficulty,  nor  is  any 
anticipated  with  that  of  Costa  Rica. 

^  It  is  very  important  that  the  contract  should  be  executed  in  time  to 
give  the  postmaster  of  San  Francisco  instructions  on  the  subject  by  the 
mail  of  the  5th  of  September. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  KING, 
First  Assistant  Postmaster  General. 

C.  Vandkrbilt,  Esq.,  New  York. 


New  York,  August  29,  1859. 

Dear  Sir:  I  arrived  in  town  this  morning,  and  Mr.  Allen  has  sub- 
mitted to  me  the  form  of  contract  brought  by  General  Skinner  j  as  also 
your  favors  of  the  ITth  and  25th  instant,  in  reference  thereto. 

Aware,  as  I  am,  of  the  importance  of  having  the  contract  executed 
in  time  to  enable  you  to  give  the  postmaster  of  San  Francisco  instruc- 
tions on  the  subject  by  the  mail  of  the  5th  of  September,  and  as  the 
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time  intervening  will  not  safely  admit  of  further  delay,  I  have  con- 
cluded to  take  immediate  action  in  the  execution  of  the  contract, 
expressing,  at  the  same  time,  my  views  on  the  several  points  raised 
by  Mr.  Allen  in  his  correspondence  with  the  department  on  the  subject. 

As  regards  the  Acapulco  mail,  I  am  willing  to  accede  to  the  wishes 
of  the  Postmaster  General,  as  he  seems  to  regard  this  service  as  "quite 
desirable;"  and  as  regards  the  protection  clause,  I  agree  with  you 
in  deeming  it  of  not  sufficient  importance  to  require  alteration. 

But  in  reference  to  the  carriage  of  the  mails  between  the  ships  and 
the  post  offices  at  the  termini  of  the  route,  I  be^  leave  to  say  that  this 
service  was  not  contemplated  by  me  as  a  part  ot  my  duty,  and  that  in 
making  up  my  estimate  of  what  service  would  be  required  of  me,  I 
made  my  calculations  of  the  cost  solely  as  freight  matter  to  be  trans- 

Eorted  in  the  ships.     I  made  this  calculation  with  much  care ;  and  the 
manage  of  the  invitation  for  proposals  was  such  as  entirely  to  pre- 
clude the  idea  that  this  additional  service  would  be  required  of  me. 

For  these  reasons,  I  am  sure  the  Postmaster  General  will  concede 
the  propriety  of  relieving  me  from  this  duty  ;  and  I  have  executed  the 
contract  in  the  full  confidence,  and  on  the  condition,  that  the  service 
referred  to  will  be  performed  by  the  department,  or  that  the  Postmaster 
General  will  add  the  sum  of  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  ($2,500)  to 
the  mail  pay,  for  the  nine  months'  period  covered  by  the  contract — 
say  from  Ist  October,  1859,  to  30th  June,  1860;  the  option  being  with 
the  department  to  perform  this  service  on  its  own  account,  or  to  entrust 
it  to  me  for  a  compensation  of  $2,500,  for  the  contract  period. 

Noting  the  request  contained  in  your  favor  of  17th  instant,  wherein 
you  say  *^  the  Postmaster  General  expresses  the  hope  that  you  (I)  will 
name  the  shortest  time  practicable  in  which  the  trips  are  to  be  per- 
formed/' I  have  to  say  that  I  have  filled  up  the  schedule  in  accord- 
ance with  my  original  proposals.  At  the  same  time  I  beg  leave  to 
add,  that  inducements  of  a  much  stronger  character  than  that  of  the 
speedy  transportation  of  the  mails  (although  this  will  be  one  of  a 
potent  character)  will  necessarily  urge  me  to  the  performance  of  the 
trips  in  the  quickest  possible  time ;  for  my  pride  is  enlisted  in  this, 
and  I  mean  to  perform  the  work  as  satisiactorily,  at  least,  as  it  is 
possible  for  any  one  to  do  it.        * 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  VANDERBILT. 

Horatio  Kino,  Esq., 

First  Assistant  Postmaster  General,  Washington. 


Post  Office  Department,  August  30,  1859. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  29th  instant,  with  articles  of  contract 
executed  on  your  part,  has  been  received. 

The  department  will  attend  to  the  conveyance  of  the  mails  to  and 
irom  the  post  offices  at  the  ends  of  the  route. 

A  certified  copy  of  the  contract  will  be  sent  to  you  in  the  course 
of  a  day  or  two. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  KING. 

C.  VANDERBILT,  Esq.,  New  York. 


28  OONTRAGTfi  OF  D.   H.   JOHNSON   AND  G.   YANDEBBILT. 


Post  Office  Department,  August  31, 1859. 

Sir:  A  contract  has  been  made  with  Daniel  H.  Johnson,  of  New 
York,  to  convey  the  mails  between  New  York  and  San  Francisco,  and 
New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco,  via  Nicaragua,  semi-monthly,  for 
nine  months  from  1st  October  next.  You  will  therefore  make  up  and 
deliver  the  mails  to  him  accordingly,  instead  of  to  the  Pacific  Mail 
Steamship  Ompany,  whose  contract  expires  on  that  day. 

In  the  event,  however,  of  Mr.  Johnson's  failure  to  carry,  you  are 
instructed  to  deliver  the  mails  to  C.  Yanderbilt,  or  his  agent,  with 
whom  a  conditional  arrangement  has  been  made  to  carry  either  via 
Nicaragua  or  Panama. 

If  it  becomes  necessary,  in  the  event  of  such  failure,  to  send  by  Hr. 
Vanderbilt's  line,  you  will  employ  some  suitable  person  to  convey  the 
mails  to  and  from  the  steamship  under  the  supervision  of  a  trustj 
clerk,  as  Mr.  Yanderbilt's  contract  does  not  embrace  that  service.  It 
may  be  well  to  make  a  contract  for  the  nine  months ;  and  this  should 
be  done  on  the  best  terms  jpracticable.  In  New  York  the  cost  of  this 
service  for  nine  months  will  not  exceed  $250,  the  department  now 
having  an  offer  at  that  sum. 

If  the  United  States  mails  shall  be  sent  via  Nicaragua,  the  mails 
for  Panama,  Aspinwall,  and  the  South  Pacific,  may  be  sent  by  the 
steamships  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company,  under  the  act  of 
14th  June,  1858,  for  the  postages  thereon,  which  should  be  carefully 
reported  to  the  auditor  for  this  department. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  KING, 
First  Assistant  Postmaster  Oeneral. 

Chas.  L.  Wbller,  Esq., 

Postmaster^  San  Francisco,  CaHfomia. 


Post  Office  Department, 
Washington,  September  10,  1869. 

Sm:  I  am  directed  by  the  Postmaster  General  to  request  yonr 
immediate  attention  to  the  importance  of  placing  the  department  in 
possession  of  full  information  in  respect  to  the  arrangements  made  by 
you  for  carrying  out  your  contract  for  transporting  the  mails  between 
iTew  York,  New  Orleans,  and  San  Francisco,  via  Nicaragua.  This 
matter  cannot  be  longer  delaved,  and  expecially  with  reference  to  the 
service  from  New  Orleans  the  department  must  know  immediately 
whether  or  not  your  arrangements  are  complete  for  commencing  that 
service,  on  the  1st  of  Octooer  next,  agreeably  to  contract.  An  answer 
by  return  mail  is  requested.  . 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  KING, 
First  Assistant  Postmaster  Oeneral, 
Daniel  H.  Johnson,  Esq.,  New  York. 
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Salem^  KASSACBVSBfnSj  September  13,  1859. 

Dear  Sib:  I  Botioed  inclosed  paragraph  of  the  12th  instant,  in 
^^ Tribune/'  dated  11th,  and,  only  upon  tne  presumption  they  might 
have  published  the  truth  for  once,  I  beg  leave  to  ask  you  if  you  have 
written  me,  within  two  months  past,  concerning  my  contract  No.  3, 
as  I  have  not  received  any  communication  from  your  department  which 
remains  unanswered ;  but  that  may  have  been  intercepted  by  my  foes 
in  New  York.  I  am  now  on  a  visit  here,  and  would  be  nighly  ^ratified 
to  hear  from  you  per  return  mail.  I  regret  I  did  not  see  the  Hon. 
Horatio  King  on  his  tour  East. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAN'L  H.  JOHNSON, 

10  North  streety  Salem. 
Hon.  J.  Holt, 

Postmaster  General,  Washingiony  D.  C. 

P.  S.  For  your  consideration,  I  annex  a  copy  of  my  letter  of  20th 
August,  to  my  friend.  Colonel  A.  G.  Sloo,  the  original  of  which  you 
may  have  received. 


Inolosure. 

New  York,  August  20,  1859. 

Sir:  Having,  with  Colonel  Sloo,  of  Indiana,  to  aid  in  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mails  between  New  York  and  New  Orleans,  via  Key 
West,  via  Nicara^ua^  to  San  Francisco,  &c.,  &c.,  agreeably  to  my 
contract  (No.  3)  with  the  Post  OfiSce  Department,  I  have  to  request 
that  the  postmasters  on  the  line  of  the  route  be  instructed  to  deliver  to 
said  Sloo  and  the  servants  of  his  company,  the  mail  matter  to  be  trans- 
ported under  said  contract. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

DANIEL  H.  JOHNSON. 
Hon.  J.  Holt,  Postmaster  General, 

Washington^  D.  (7. 


Inclosure. 

[Copy  fVom  the  New  York  '*  Tribune/'  Monday,  September  13,  1859.] 

Washington,  Septewher  11,  1859. 

''A  gentleman  of  this  city  has  assured  the  Post  Office  Department 
that  the  contract  for  carrying  the  California  mail  will  be  executed. 
But  as  the  contractor  himself  has  neither  responded  upon  the  point, 
by  a  visit  here  in  person,  to  explain,  as  requested,  nor  by  letter,  the 
department  has  addressed  him  another  earnest  communication  asking 
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08  to  his  preparations  for  carrying  out  the  contract.  A  response  is 
necessary,  since  if  the  New  Orleans  branch  of  service  is  not  to  be  exe- 
cuted, thQ  California  mails  from  that  city  must  be  brought  on  to  New 
York  before  the  5tb  of  October." 


Post  Ofpicb  Depart2«ent, 

Washington,  Sepiember  15,  1859. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Postmaster  General  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter,  dated  13th  instant,  at  Salem,  Massachusetts,  and 
to  transmit  to  you  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  of  inquiry  addressed  to 
you  at  New  York,  on  the  10th  instant,  an  answer  to  which  is  requested, 
by  return  mail. 

Your  letter,  dated  New  York,  August  20, 1859,  of  which  you  inclose 
a  copy,  has  never  been  received  by  the  Postmaster  General. 

Instructions  as  to  your  contract  were  sent  to  San  Francisco  by  the 
last  mail. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  KING. 

Daniel  H.  Johnson,  Esq., 

Salemy  Massachusetts. 


Post  Office  Depaetment, 

Washinffian,  September  17,  1859. 

The  present  service  between  your  office  and  San  Francisco,  both  via 
Panama  and  via  Tehuantepec^  will  expire  on  the  first  of  October  next, 
from  and  after  which  date  the  mails  are  to  be  transported  agreeably  to 
the  new  contract  made  with  Daniel  H.  Johnson,  of  New  York,  semi- 
monthly, via  Key  West  and  the  Isthmus  of  Nicaragua,  the  sailing 
days  from  New  Orleans  being  the  8th  and  23d,  and  from  New  York 
the  5th  and  20th  of  each  month,  the  mails  from  both  offices  connecting 
at  Key  West,  and  proceeding  from  thence  direct  to  San  Juan  del 
Norte,  and  across  the  Isthmus  of  Nicaragua  to  San  Juan  del  Sur,  and 
thence  by  steamships  to  San  Francisco. 

But,  as  no  assurance  has  been  given  to  the  department  by  Mr. 
Johnson,  the  contractor  for  the  new  service,  that  he  has  completed  the 
necessary  arrangements  commencing  that  service  agreeably  to  his  con- 
tract ;  and,  as  a  failure  on  his  part  to  commence  the  service  according 
to  contract  will  render  it  impossible  to  provide  for  a  direct  mail  from 
New  Orleans,  by  steamship,  m  time  for  the  first  trip  in  October,  you 
are  hereby  instructed  to  make  up  mails  for  California  and  the  South 
Pacific,  and  dispatch  them  by  the  land  route  to  New  York^  in  time  to 
connect  with  the  steamer  to  sail  from  New  York  on  the  5th  of  Oc- 
tober next;  and  to  insure  the  prompt  transmission  of  as  large  a  portion 
of  the  New  Orleans  mails  as  possible  you  will  make  up  daUy  mails  for 
California,  &c.,  commencing  on  the  26th  and  continuing  until  the 
30th  instant,  inclusive,  and  dispatch  the  same  each  day  to  New  York, 
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by  the  land  route.     You  are  also  instructed  to  give  the  public  notice 
of  this  arrangement. 

Should  Mr.  Johnson  fuWU  his  contract  by  departing  from  New 
Orleans^  on  the  8th  proximo,  you  are  also  instructed  to  make  up  the 
mails  on  that  date,  and  deliver  them  to  him  or  his  authorized  agent, 
accordingly. 

As  the  contract  for  mail  service  via  Tehuantepec,  will  expire  on  the 
30th  instant,  it  will  be  impossible  in  the  execution  thereof,  to  com- 
plete a  trip  commenced  at  New  Orleans,  on  the  2'7th  instant,  only 
three  days  previous  to  its  expiration ;  and  the  Postmaster  General 
having,  heretofore,  declined  renewing  the  contract  for  that  service, 
and  not  being  willing  to  grant  any  extension  thereof,  you  will  omit 
sending  any  mails  by  that  route,  on  the  2'rth  September  instant. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  KING. 
First  Assistant  Postmaster  General, 

F.  8.  Marks,  Esq., 

Postmaster y  New  Orleans^  Louisiana. 


Nbw  York,  September  19,  1869. 

Dear  Sir:  As  there  is  no  arrangement  made  by  the  '^Johnson" 
party  for  the  transportation  of  the  mails  that  can  be  relied  upon  at 
all,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  our  agreement  for  the  California  mail 
service  will  go  into  effect  the  6th  October. 

We  are  all  ready  from  here,  and  can  be  ready  at  New  Orleans 
to  leave  there  on  the  6th  and  20th,  if  the  department  feels  justified  in 
ordering  the  mails  to  be  sent  from  there  on  those  days.  The  only 
object  of  this  note  is  that  I  must  have  the  notice  at  this  time  that  1 
may  make  the  necessary  preparation. 

Kespectfully  yours, 

C.  VANDERBILT. 

Hon.  J.  Holt, 

Postmaster  General,  Washington. 


Post  Office  Department, 

September  20,  1859. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  I  have  to 
inform  you  that  the  postmaster  of  New  Orleans  has  been  instructed  to 
send  the  California  mails  for  the  5th  October  by  the  way  of  New  York, 
and  to  give  public  notice  to  that  effect.  He  will  also  dispatch  mails 
for  Johnson's  line  if  they  are  called  for,  otherwise  the  trip  out  from 
New  Orleans  on  the  5th  October  will  be  omitted. 

Full  instructions  will  in  due  time  be  given  to  the  postmaster  of  New 
York  ;    but  every  precaution  will  be  used  to  avoid  adopting  any 
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measures  which  oould  by  possibility  be  seised  on  by  Mr.  Johascm  as 
•offering  an  excuse  for  his  failure. 

I  am,  very  respectfully  yours,  • 

HORATIO  KING, 
First  Aadstant  Postmatster  General. 
C.  Vandkrbilt,  Esq.,  JVeti;  York. 


[Teleg^ph.] 

New  Tore,  Stpiember  22,  1859. 

Do  me  the  favor  to  advise  by  telegraph  if  Johnson's  contract  h« 
"been  revoked,  or  still  remains  in  force. 
Answer  paid. 

WM.  H.  DAVIDGE. 
Hon.  HoEATio  King, 

Washington. 


[Telegraph.] 

Post  Ofpick  Dspartmsnt, 

September  22,  1859. 

Johnson's  contract  remains  in  force. 

HORATIO  EJNG. 
W.  H.  Davidge,  Esq., 

Fresident  Faciftc  Mail  Steamship  Co.,  New  York. 


New  York,  September  22,  1859. 

Mt  Bear  Sir  :  Subsequently  to  my  communication  of  the  21st  day 
of  July  last  I  entered  into  a  contract  with  the  department  to  convey 
the  mails  between  New  York  and  New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco,  for 
the  nine  months  ensuing  the  1st  of  October  next.  This  undertaking 
was  contingent  upon  the  failure  of  Johnson  to  perform  his  contract  to 
carry  the  mails  via  Nicaragua,  and  was  made  in  anticipation  of  such 
failure. 

As  it  is  well  known  here  that  Johnson  and  his  associates  will  be 
utterly  unable  to  perform  their  contract,  I,  of  course,  stand  ready  to 
perform  mine  in  all  respects.  The  circumstances  which  induce  me  to 
^dress  you  at  this  time  are* these :  It  is  rumored  in  this  city  to-day 
that  Mr.  Joseph  L.  White,  who  (in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Sloo)  claims 
to  have  some  Kind  of  assignment  of  Johnson's  contract,  has  propped 
to  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  and  their  connecting  steam 
►company  from  New  York  to  Aspinwall,  to  carry  the  mails  via  Panama, 
in  performance  of  his  (Johnson's)  contract;  Mr.  White  undertaking  to 
obtain  the  consent  of  the  department  to  such  performance,  in  lieu  of 
that  stipulated,  which  was  by  Nicaragua.  I  have  not  permitted  my- 
self for  one  moment  to  suppose  that  the  department  would,  in  disre- 
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Sard  of  my  rightR  under  my  provisional  contract,  permit  the  Pacific 
[ail  Steamship  Company  and  their  connecting  Atlantic  steamer  to 
perform  the  service  under*  an  arrangement  between  them  and  Mr. 
White  and  his  associates.  But  I  have,  nevertheless,  felt  at  liberty  to 
apprise  you  of  the  circumstances,  lest,  through  some  inadvertence,  the 
matter  might  escape  the  attention  of  your  department.  I  take  it  for 
granted  that  your  department  has  not  been  officially  informed  of  the 
fact  of  the  inability  of  Johnson  and  his  associates  to  perform  their 
contract,  but  it  is  notorious  here;  and  aware,  as  I  have  been,  that  they 
have  no  provision  for  the  service  upon  either  ocean,  I  have  kept  my- 
self in  readiness  to  perform  the  required  service,  and  have  made  special 
arrangements  to  that  end.  It  would  be  to  me  a  matter  of  great  morti- 
fication if  (after  my  intervention  and  provisional  contract  with  the 
department^  my  competitors,  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company, 
should  be  aole  to  obtain  the  mails,  to  my  exclusion,  by  means  or  any 
contrivance  of  any  description. 

I  have,  of  course,  refused  to  deal  with  these  parties,  and  was  a  good 
deal  surprised  upon  being  informed  that  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship 
Company  had  consented  to  negotiate  with  them,  especially  aft;er  they 
must  have  learned,  through  the  public  press,  that  I  had  made  a  con- 
tract with  the  department  providing  for  the  contingency  of  Johnson's 
failure.  Of  course,  their  only  object  would  be  to  defeat  my  action  and, 
if  possible,  embarrass  my  well-known  determination  to  open  the  transit 
by  Nicaragua  as  soon  as  it  is  in  my  power  to  do  so.  If  necessary  to  a 
perfect  understanding  of  the  question,  and  a  proper  appreciation  of  its 
importance,  I  will  at  once  attend  at  Washington  to  make  any  further 
explanation. 

Will  you  do  me  the  fevor  to  advise  me  of  the  receipt  of  this  commu- 
nication, and,  if  consistent  with  the  usages  of  the  department,  lay  a 
copy  before  the  President. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  VANDERBILT. 
Hon.  J.  Holt, 

Postmaster  General,  Washington, 


Post  Office  Department,  September  23,  1859. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  22d  instant,  I  have  to  inform 
you  that  if  Mr.  Daniel  H.  Johnson  shall  fail  to  make  arrangements  to 
carry  out  his  contract  to  convey  the  mailrfvta  Nicaragua,  your  condi- 
tional contract  for  the  conveyance  of  these  mails  will  take  effect,  as  a 
matter  of  course.  The  postmaster  of  San  Francisco  has  been  so  in- 
structed by  letter  under  date  of  31st  August,  and  the  postmasters  of 
New  York  and  New  Orleans  will,  in  due  time,  be  instructed  to  the 
same  effect. 

The  mails  will  not  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Johnson,  nor  to  his  order, 

Ex.  Doc.  45 3 
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except  upon  the  positive  assurance  that  they  will  be  carried  via  Nicara- 
gua, agreeably  to  contract. 

very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  KING, 
Acting  Postmaster  General, 
C.  Vanderbilt,  Esq.,  New  York. 


Post  Office  Department, 
Washingtony  September  23,  1859. 

Sib:  Referring  to  my  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  in  which  you  were 
requested  to  place  thie  department  in  immediate  possession  '*  of  full  in- 
formation in  respect  to  tne  arrangements  made  by  you  for  carrying 
out  yotir  contract  for  transporting  the  mails  between  New  York,  New 
Orleans,  and  San  Francisco,  via  Nicaragua,"  to  which  letter  you  have 
not  as  yet,  after  the  lapse  of  thirteen  days,  made  any  answer.  I  have 
now  to  inform  you  that  unless  you  are  fully  prepared  to  take  the  mails 
from  New  York  and  San  Francisco  on  the  5th,  and  from  New  Orleans 
on  the  8th  of  October  next,  and  convey  them  via  Nicaragua,  accord- 
ing to  the  stipulations  in  your  contract,  a  provisional  arrangement 
already  concluded  with  another  party  providing  for  the  conveyance  of 
the  California  mails,  in  case  of  milure  on  your  part  to  carry  out  your 
contract  in  good  faith,  will  necessarily  go  into  eflFect. 

It  is,  therefore,  of  the  highest  importance  that  you  should  apprise 
the  department  at  once  of  tne  arrangements  made  by  you  for  trans- 
porting the  mails  via  Nicaragua  according  to  your  contract,  in  order 
that  the  department  may  issue  the  necessary  instructions  in  the 
premises.  The  mails  will  not  be  delivered  to  you,  except  upon  the 
certain  assurance  that  they  will  be  transported  over  the  Nicaraguan 
route. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  KING, 
Acting  Postmaster  General, 

Daniel  H.  Johnson,  Esq., 

New  York,  N.  Y. 


Post  Office  Department,  ' 

Washington,  September  23,  1859. 
[Duplicate.]  '  i 

HORATIO  KING, 
Acting  Postmaster  General. 
Daniel  H.  Johnson,  Esq., 

Salem,  Massachusetts. 
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Office  of  thb  U.  8.  and  Central  American  Transit  Co., 
No.  3  Bowling  Green,  New  York,  September  26, 1859. 

Sir:  Your  letter  addressed  to  Daniel  H.  Johnson  has  been  referred 
to  this  company  for  a  reply. 

Mr.  Johnson  long  since  made  arrangements  with  us  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mails  under  his  contract  with  your  department, 
Colonel  A.  G.  Sloo  acting  for  us  in  the  premises. 

We  are  ready  to  transport  the  mails  from  the  points  in  the  manner, 
and  according  to  the  terms  and  conditions  designated  in  the  contract, 
and  to  transport  them  via  Nicaragua,  which  we  have  caused  to  be  put 
in  complete  order  for  the  service. 

We  should  long  since  have  been  ready,  and  would  have  named  our 
ships,  had  it  not  been  for  the  *^ provisional  arrangement"  made  by 
your  department,  which  necessarily  threw  doubt  and  distrust  on  our 
ability  to  perform  the  service,  and  which  furnished  a  motive  and  in- 
ducement to  the  favored  ''provisional"  contractor  to  resort  to  any 
means  to  defeat  us  in  the  performance  of  it.  Indeed,  such  seems  to  have 
been  the  object  of  the  "provisional  arrangement,"  since  every  one  is 
presumed  to  intend  the  natural  consequences  of  his  own  act ;  and,  be- 
sides this,  we  have  the  ftirther  evidence  of  repeated  declarations,  by 
an  Assistant  Postmaster  General,  that  ''no  confidence  was  felt  by  the 
department  that  Johnson  would  carry  the  mails."  Publicity  was 
given  to  this  and  other  similar  declarations  in  the  Neio  York  Tribune, 
the  telegraphic  correspondent  of  which  seemed  always  to  speak  by 
authority.  The  contents  of  even  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant  ap- 
peared in  that  paper  the  morning  of  the  11th,  and  your  letter  did  not 
reach  him  until  the  evening. 

You  cannot  fail  to  see  that  such  a  course  of  conduct  on  the  part  of 
an  official,  although  it  may  have  precedents,  of  which  we  are  ignorant^ 
has  an  inevitable  tendency  to  destroy  the  credit  of  those  against  whom 
it  is  directed.  That  such  was  the  purpose  of  it,  we  can  of  course  only 
conjecture,  but  we  felt  the  necessity  of  not  revealing  any  of  our  "ar- 
rangements" until  it  should  be  too  late  to  defeat  them  by  a  "provis- 
ional" contractor,  who  was  stimulated  by  the  hope  of  future  reward, 
hdd  ovi  to  him  by  the  government,  to  resort  to  all  the  means  that 
money  and  machination  can  command  for  such  purpose. 

But,  whatever  may  have  been  the  purpose  and  intent  of  these 
repeated  hostile  declarations,  and  this  "provisional  arrangement" 
with  one  who  has  always  proved  himself  the  enemy  of  every  American 
maritime  enterprise,  we  repeat  that  we  are  ready  to  carry  the  mails 
according  to  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  contract. 

If  there  be  any  law  or  rule  of  your  department  requiring  a  con- 
tractor to  furnish  all  the  particulars  of  his  business  in  the  performance 
of  his  contract,  we  shall  of  course  yield  to  it.  But  we  had  supposed 
that  a  contract  once  made,  with  proper  sureties,  the  duty  of  the 
department  ended,  until  a  failure  occurred. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c. , 

ISAAC  C.  LEA,  Secretary. 

Hon.  H.  EjNOf  Acting  Postmaster  General. 

P.  8.  We  shall,  at  our  earliest  convenience,  send  your  letter  wvl  ^ 
copy  of  this  reply,  to  the  President  of  the  United  S\«A;ft%.  ^ 
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Post  Officb  Department, 
Washington  J  September  28,  1859. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  26th,  written  as  a  reply  to  mine  of  the  23d 
instant,  addressed  to  Daniel  H.  Johnson,  the  contractor  with  this 
department  for  conveying  the  California  mail^  via  Nicaragua,  aftei 
the  Ist  proximo,  is  received. 

As  Mr.  Johnson  is  still  recognized  and  held  by  this  department  as 
the  contractor  for  that  service,  an  answer  to  the  inq[uiries  made  in 
my  letter  of  the  23d  instant,  was  expected  from  him,  and  not  from 
any  third  party  with  whom  he  may  have  n^ade  arrangements,  unau- 
thorized by,  and  without  the  sanction  of,  the  department. 

But  as  you  have  assumed  to  address  me  in  reply,  and  have  taken 
occasion  to  animadvert  on  the  action  of  the  department  in  the  matter, 
it  is  perhaps  proper  that  I  should  notice  your  communication,  simplj 
for  the  purpose  of  explanation. 

The  contract  with  Daniel  H.  Johnson  was  signed  on  the  31st  of  Maj 
last,  and  contains  the  usual  provision,  inserted  in  all  mail  contracts 
for  the  protection  of  the  government  against  improper  and  irresponsi- 
ble assignees,  that  it  shall  not  be  assigned  ^^  without  the  consent  of  the 
Postmaster  General."  It  was  entered  into  in  perfect  good  faith  on 
the  part  of  the  department,  and  every  precautionary  measure  taken  to 
aid  and  promote  its  faithful  execution.  The  Department  of  State  wm 
at  once  informed  relative  to  the  new  arrangement,  and  requested  to 
communicate  officially  with  the  government  of  Nicaragua,  and  secure 
the  adoption  of  such  measures  by  that  government  as  mi^ht  be  neces- 
sary for  the  protection  of  the  mails  during  their  transit  across  the 
Isthmus.  On  the  6th  of  July  last,  the  contractor  was  advised  of  the 
steps  taken  to  secure  the  cooperation  of  the  State  of  Nicaragua,  in  pro- 
tecting the  mails  and  passengers,  and  that  it  was  important  that  he 
should  '^  inform  the  department  more  fully  and  particularly  than  has 
heretofore  been  done,  with  reference  to  the  parties  in  interest  with 
you,"  (him,)  '*and  all  particulars  relative  to  means  and  facilities  of 
transportation,  plans  of  operation,  &c."  An  immedicUe  answer  was 
solicited,  and  a  personal  intervieio  at  the  department  requested,  if  pos* 
sible,  at  an  early  day.  But  all  the  efforts  of  the  department  to  obtain 
an  interview  with  Mr.  Johnson  on  that  subject/ or  any  information 
from  him  or  other  reliable  sources,  relative  to  his  arrangements  for  the 
inail  service,  proved  totally  unavailing. 

Your  letter  of  the  22d  of  July  last,  inclosing  the  copy  of  an  alleged 
assignment  by  Daniel  H.  Johnson  to  the  '^United  States  and  Central 
American  Transit  Company,"  (of  which  you  are  secretary,)  of  his 
contract  with  this  department,  for  a  consideration  of  $35,000,  ($10,000 
to  Johnson  and  $25,000  to  his  sureties,)  contained  the  first  intimation 
that  any  action  had  been  taken  by  him. with  reference  to  his  contract. 
But  before  the  Postmaster  General  could  assent  to  any  assignment  of 
the  contract,  it  was  proper  and  necessary,  in  view  of  the  important 
character  of  the  service  to  be  performed,  that  he  should  be  placed  in 
possession  of  full  and  reliable  information  as  to  the  ability  of  the  pro- 
posed assignees  to  perform  the  service  required;  and,  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  such  information,  he  addressed  to  you  a  letter,  in  answer, 
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on  the  30th  of  July  last,  stating  that  before  he  could  determine  the 
question  of  assenting  to  the  proposed  assignment  of  the  contract  to  the 
^'United  States  and  Central  American  Transit  Company/'  he  must  be 
informed: 

**  1.  Who  are  the  members  of  said  company. 

^*  2.  A  copy  of  the  charter  granted  them  by  the  Nicaraguan  govern- 
ment must  be  forwarded  to  the  department. 

'^  3.  What  ships  are  now  owned  by  the  company  and  destined  for 
the  service  referred  to,  and  within  what  time  the  arrangements  for  the 
execution  of  the  contract  will  be  complete." 

Aithough  you  were  requested  to  furnish  at  once  the  information 
therein  called  for  you  have  made  no  reply,  either  in  writing  or  ver- 
bally, and,  in  the  absence  of  the  information  required,  the  department 
was  precluded  from  taking  any  action  with  reference  to  the  proposed 
transfer,  which  could  not,  m  the  nature  of  the  case,  be  allowed,  except 
upon  satisfactory  information  and  assurance  that  your  company  were 
then  or  would  be  prepared  to  perform  the  required  service  in  good 
fiuth  and  in  a  satismctory  manner. 

The  Postmaster  General  having  wholly  failed  to  obtain  from  the 
contractor  any  infcnrmation  whatever  with  respect  to  his  arrangements 
for  the  performance  of  the  stipulated  service,  and  having  likewise 
&iled  to  receive  any  information  from  your  company  in  answer  to  his 
letter  of  30th  July,  he  was  forced  to  conclude  that  the  representa- 
tions publicly  made  through  the  press,  and  by  communications  ad- 
dressed to  the  department,  that  the  contractor  would  not  be  prepared 
to  enter  upon  the  required  service  at  the  appointed  time,  might  prove 
to  be  correct,  and  it  became  absolutely  necessary,  under  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  oase,  and  in  view  of  the  disastrous  consequences 
which  would  result  from  even  a  temporary  suspension  of  the  California 
mails,  that  he  should  take  precautionary  measures  in  advance  for 
keeping  up  this  very  important  branch  of  the  mail  service  between  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  States  in  the  event  of  Johnson's  failure.  Accord- 
ingly, a  provisional  arrangement  was  concluded  with  Mr.  Yanderbilt 
for  the  transportation  of  the  California  mails,  contingent  on  the  fail- 
ure of  Mr.  Johnson  to  take  the  mails  from  New  York  and  San  Fran- 
ciaoo  on  the  5th  and  from  New  Orleans  on  the  8th  of  October  next,  ac- 
cording to  his  contract.  This  provisional  contract  does  not,  however, 
in  any  respect  interfere  with  the  just  rights  of  the  original  contractor. 

With  reference  to  the  statement  made  in  your  letter,  that  "we 
should  long  since  have  been  ready,  and  would  have  named  our  ships, 
had  it  not  oeen  for  the  provisional  arrangement  made  by  your  depart- 
m^at,  which  necessarily  threw  doubt  and  mistrust  on  our  ability  to 
perform  the  service,"  &c.,  I  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  fit  the  time  you 
were  requested  to  furnish  the  information  necessary  to  enable  the  Post- 
master General  to  act  upon  the  proposed  transfer  from  Johnson  to 
your  company,  viz:  on  the  30th  of  July  last,  and  for  a  month  subse- 
quently, no  such  provisional  arrangement  had  been  concluded.  More- 
over, the  department  studiously  avoided  giving  information  of  that 
arrangement  until  afler  the  telegraphic  dispatch  of  the  7th  of  Septem- 
ber appeared  in  the  New  York  Tribune,  (which  dispatch  did  not  proceed 
from,  nor  was  it  authorized  by  the  department,)  announcing  that  suck 
provisional  contract  had  been  made  with  Mr.  YandeiVvW., 
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But  although  the  Postmaster  General  had  thus  wisely  guarded 
against  a  failure  to  have  the  mails  transported,  he  was  anxious  for  the 
ftilfillment  of  Mr.  Johnson's  contract,  and  continued  his  efforts  to  ascer- 
tain whether  or  not  his  wishes  were  to  be  gratified.  To  this  end  I 
addressed,  under  date  of  10th  of  September  instant,  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Johnson  in  the  following  words,  viz : 

**I  am  directed  by  the  Postmaster  General  to  request  your  immedi- 
ate attention  to  the  importance  of  placing  the  department  in  possession 
of  full  information  in  respect  to  the  arrangements  made  by  yon  for 
carrying  out  yotir  contract  for  transporting  the  mails  between  New 
York,  New  Orleans,  and  San  Francisco,  via  Nicaragua.  This  matter 
cannot  be  longer  delayed ;  and  especially  with  reference  to  the  service 
from  New  Orleans,  the  department  must  know  immediatdy  whether  or 
not  your  arrangements  are  complete  for  commencing  that  service  on 
the  Ist  of  October  next,  agreeably  to  contract.  An  answer  by  return 
mail  is  requested." 

To  this  letter  no  answer  has  come  to  hand ;  but  on  the  15th  instant 
the  Postmaster  General  received  from  Mr.  Johnson  a  letter  written 
from  Salem,  Massachusetts,  under  date  of  September  13,  in  which, 
alluding  to  telegraphic  despatches  in  the  New  York  Tribune  of  the 
11th  and  12th  September,  m  regard  to  his  contract,  he  asks,  ^'  if  you 
[he]  have  written  to  me  [Johnson]  within  two  months  past  concerning 
my  contract  No.  3,"  and  states  that  *^I  [he]  have  not  received  any 
communication  from  your  department  which  remains  unanswered," 
&c.  With  this  letter  he  inclosed  a  copy  of  a  letter  purporting  to  have 
been  written  by  him  on  August  20,  1859,  and  addressed  to  the  Post- 
master General,  informing  of  an  arrangement  made  with  Colonel  A. 
G.  Sloo,  of  Indiana,  ^'  to  aid  in  the  transportation  of  the  mails,''  agree- 
ably to  his  contract,  and  requesting  that  instructions  might  be  given  to 
postmasters  on  the  line  of  the  route  ^'to  deliver  to  said  Sloo,  and  the 
servants  of  his  company,  the  mail  matter  to  be  transported  under  his 
contract." 

He  was  informed  immediately,  in  answer,  by  letter  of  15th  instant, 
that  his  letter  of  August  20,  of  which  he  had  inclosed  a  copy,  had 
never  been  received  by  the  Postmaster  General,  (nor  has  it  yet  come 
to  hand,)  but  that  instructions  as  to  his  contract  had  been  sent  to  San 
Francisco  by  the  last  mail.  A  copy  of  my  letter  of  10th  instant  was 
at  the  same  time  inclosed  to  him  at  Salem,  with  a  request  to  answer 
by  return  mail. 

^  It  will  be  observed,  therefore,  that  whereas  the  department  was  par- 
ticular to  withhold  all  information  about  the  provisional  arrangement 
until  after  it  obtained  publicity  from  some  other  quarter  by  the  Tribune 
dispatch  of  the  Yth  September,  above  referred  to,  according  to  Mr.  John- 
son's statement,  all  his  arrangements  for  carrying  out  his  contract  were 
completed  prior  to  or  by  the  20th  of  August.  Hence  the  provisional 
arrangement  with  Mr.  Vanderbilt,  made  subsequently  to  that  date, 
cannot  now  be  urged  as  having  been  the  means  of  delaying  those 
arrangements  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Johnson,  nor  as  throwing  "doubt  or 
distrust  on  your  ability  to  perform  the  service;"  neither  does  it  afford 
any  excuse  either  to  him  or  to  yourself  for  not  answering  the  letters 
addressed  to  you,  respectively,  by  the  department. 
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With  regard  to  your  remark,  that  ^^if  there  he  any  law  or  rule  of 
your  department  requiring  a  contractor  to  furnish  all  the  particulars 
of  his  business  in  the  performance  of  his  contract,  we  shall  of  course 
yield  to  it,"  I  have  to  observe,  that  any  information  touching  the 
preparations  made  for  performing  a  contract  is  at  all  times  proper  to 
be  nirnished  by  contractors,  and  I  am  not  aware  that  it  has  been  before 
reftised,  when  asked  for  by  the  department.  Such  information  was 
not  only  proper,  but  particularly  necessary  in  the  present  case,  on 
account  of  the  magnitude  of  the  service  to  be  performed,  and  the  diffi- 
culties attendant  upon  the  transportation  of  the  mails  by  a  new  route, 
across  the  territory  of  a  foreign  country.  And  when  your  company 
proposed  to  take  Mr.  Johnson's  contract,  by  transfer,  it  became  equally 
important  that  you  should  advise  the  department  with  regard  to  your 
ability  to  perform  the  service.  But  as  the  contract  has  not  been  trans- 
ferred, and  Mr.  Johnson  and  his  sureties  are  the  only  parties  relied  on 
for  its  fulfillment,  the  department  will  not,  of  course,  prcBume  to  make 
any  further  call  on  your  company  for  the  particulars  of  its  business. 

In  conclusion,  I  can  only  say,  that  the  department  looks  to  Mr.  John- 
son to  carry  out  his  contract  in  good  faith,  and  it  will  be  gratified  to 
know  that  his  arrangements  are  complete  beyond  the  possibility  of  fail- 
ure to  secure  this  desirable  result. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  KING, 
Acting  Postmaster  General, 

Isaac  C.  Lea,  Esq., 

8ec*y  U.  8,  and  Central  American  Transit  Co,, 

No,  3  Bowling  Green,  New  York  city. 


Post  Office  Department, 
Washington,  September  29,  1859. 

Sra:  The  Postmaster  General  having  requested  you,  in  his  several 
communications,  dated  6th  July,  10th  September,  and  23d  September, 
1859,  respectively,  to  furnish  the  department  with  full  information, 
relative  to  the  arrangements  made  by  you  for  carrying  out  your  con- 
tract for  transporting  the  mails  between  New  York,  New  Orleans,  and 
San  Francisco,  via  Kicaragua,  and  no  answer  having  been  received 
from  you  to  either  of  said  communications,  you  are  hereby  instructed 
to  answer  specifically  the  following  inquiries: 

1.  What  means  have  been  provided  by  you  for  the  execution  of  your 
contract  for  transporting  the  United  States  mail  from  New  York  and 
New  Orleans  to  Ban  Francisco,  and  back,  via  Key  West  and  Nica- 
ragua? and  that  you  specify: 

2.  By  what  steamships,  and  by  whom  such  ships  are  owned  and 
commanded,  the  mails  are  to  be  transported  from  New  York  and  New 
Orleans  to  and  from  the  Isthmus  of  Nicaragua,  and  between  San 
Francisco  and  the  Isthmus  of  Nicaragua.  Also,  what  steamboats  and 
land  carriages  are  provided  for  performing  the  services  across  the 
Isthmus  of  Nicaragua  from  San  J  uan  Del  Norte,  thence  b^  t\\ft  w^x 
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San  Juan  and  Lake  Nicaragua  to  Virgin  Bay,  and  thence  to  San  Juan 
Del  Sur,  in  the  State  of  Nicaragua. 

Your  answers  to  the  ahove  inquiries  must  he  handed  to  the  post- 
master of  New  York,  or  his  chief  assistant,  by  Monday  next  the  3d  of 
October. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  you  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  KING, 
Acting  Postmaster  General, 
Daniel  H.  Johnson,  Esq., 

Scdeniy  Masaachuaetta. 


[Duplicate.] 


Daniel  H.  Johnson,  Esq., 

New  York,  New  York, 


Post  Oftke  Dbpartmsnt, 
Washington,  September  29,  1869. 

HORATIO  KING, 
Acting  Postmaster  OemeraL, 


Post  Office  Department, 

September  2^,  1859. 

Sir:  I  send  you  herewith  a  letter  addressed  to  Daniel  H.  Johnson, 
contractor  for  the  New  York,  New  Orleans,  and  California  mail  ser- 
vice, which  you  will,  aJt  the  earliest  nwment  practicahU,  seal  and  place 
in  his  hands,  if  he  is  in  Salem,  and  note  the  time,  &c.,  of  your  com- 
plying with  this  instruction. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  KING, 
First  Assistant  Postmaster  General. 
Joseph  S.  Perkins,  Esq., 

Postmaster,  Salem,  Massachusetts, 

P.  S.  Similar  request  is  made  of  the  postmaster  of  New  York  by 
duplicate. 


Post  Office  Department, 

September  29,  1859. 

Sir:  I  send  you  herewith  a  letter  addressed  to  Daniel  H.  Johnson, 
contractor  for  the  New  York,  New  Orleans,  and  California  mail  service, 
which  you  will  seal  and  place  in  his  hands  (keeping  evidence  of  the 
same)  at  the  earliest  moment  practicable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  KING, 

First  Assistant  Postmaster  General, 
Isaac  V.  Fowler,  Esq., 

Postmaster,  New  York, 

P.  S.  I  have  sent  a  duplicate,  with  similar  instruction,  to  the  post- 
master of  Salem,  Massachusetts. 
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Officb  American,  Atlantic,  and  Pacipic  Ship  Canal  Company, 

28  Broadway y  New  York,  September  30,  1859. 

Sir:  I  deem  it  mj  duty,  on  behalf  of  the  American,  Atlantic,  and 
Pacific  Ship  Canal  Company,  to  apprise  the  department  that  the 
steamers  Cass,  Irisarri,  Catherine  Maria^  and  Laura  Francis,  in  the 
serrice  and  under  the  control  of  this  company,  and  the  property  of 
John  P.  Yelverton,  Esq.,  (the  president  of  this  company,)  now  in  the 
river  San  Juan  and  on  the  Lake  of  Nicaragua,  will  not  be  available 
for  the  conveyance  of  the  United  States  mail  to  California,  to  leave  on 
the  5th  of  October  next. 

Attempts  have  been  made  in  Nicaragua  to  get  control  and  posses- 
sion of  the  lake  steamer  Cass,  Irisarri,  and  the  steamer  Catnerine 
Maria,  but  I  am  informed  by  the  Hon.  Greneral  Cass,  Secretary  of 
State,  by  a  letter  dated  26th  of  this  month,  addressed  to  me  that  the 
steamers  Cass,  Lrisarri,  and  Catherine  Maria  had  been  claimed  by 
Gfeorge  B.  Slocum  and  William  H.  Place,  but  because  they  could  not 
show  a  title  of  ownership  their  pretentions  were  not  recognized  by 
Nicaragua. 

The  steamer  Laura  Francis  was  in  the  possession  of  our  agent,  Mr. 
H.  Dickson,  according  to  a  letter  from  him  to  me,  dated  San  Juan  del 
Norte  16th  September,  instant. 

No  application  has  been  made  to  this  company  up  to  this  date  by 
any  parties  connected  with  the  mail  for  the  use  of  said  steamers  Cass, 
Irisarri,  Laura  Francis,  and  Catherine  Maria,  and  this  company  has, 
in  the  most  positive  manner,  instructed  its  agent  in  Nicaragua  not  to 
allow  the  said  steamers  to  be  used  for  any  purpose  of  transit  either  of 
mails  or  passengers,  except  under  direct  orders  from  the  undersigned, 
secretary  of  the  American,  Atlantic,  and  Pacific  Ship  Canal  Company. 

The  documents  of  title  to  said  steamers  are  all  on  the  books  of  the 
custom-house  in  New  York. 

This  company  will  afibrd  no  facilities  to  parties  who  have  placed 
themselves  in  hostility  to  our  company,  both  here  and  in  Nicaragua, 
and  who  owning  no  boats  of  their  own  in  the  waters  of  Nicaragua, 
have  used  all  means  to  obtain  a  surreptitious  possession  of  property 
which  does  not  belong  to  them. 

We  have  a  great  interest  in  opening  the  Nicaragua  route  ourselves, 
and  in  due  time  we  expect  to  do  so. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  BODY, 

Secretary. 

Hon.  Joseph  Holt, 

Postmaster  General,  Washington. 


New  York,  October  4,  1859. 

Dear  Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  various  reports  touching  the  trans- 
portation of  the  United  States  mail  to  leave  New  York  on  the  5th 
instant,  I  tender  to  the  department  the  use  of  my  ships  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  whole,  or  any  portion  of  the  Bame,  iioiCL^^^  Xq^*05> 

Ex.  Doc.  45 i 
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CJalifornia,  at  the  same  rate  of  pay  as  one  voyage  will  bear  to  the 
whole  number  of  trips  to  be  made  by  me,  under  my  contract  of  August 
30,  1859,  provided  I  should  hereafter  carry,  or  not,  the  mails  under 
that  contract. 

Yours,  respectfiilly, 

0.  YANDEEBILT, 

HoBATio  King,  Esq., 

First  Aeaistant  Postmaster  Generai. 


[Dispatch.] 

New  York,  October  4,  1589. 

Is  steamer  Habana  or  other  vessel  ready  to  take  California  mails 
to-morrow,  under  the  Johnson  contract  ?    Answer  here. 

HORATIO  KING, 
First  Assistant  Postmaster  Oeneral, 
To  Postmaster,  New  Orleans^  La. 


[Telegraph.] 


New  Orleans,  October  5,  1859. 

We  are  not  advised  of  any  arrangement  for  carrying  the  mails  under 
the  Johnson  contract. 

S.  F.  MARKS,  P.  M. 
H.  King,  First  Assistant  Postmaster  General. 


Post  Opficb,  New  Torky  October  5,  1859. 

Sir  :  Up  to  this  moment  (lOA,  a.  m.,^  it  is  undetermined  whether  or 
not  the  bulk  of  the  mails  is  to  oe  sent  under  Johnson's  contract,  via 
Nicaragua;  but,  in  any  event,  the  mails  for  the  South  Pacific,  &c., 
will  go  forward  by  Mr.  Vanderbilt's  steamer  ^'  Northern  Light,"  and 
all  mails  that  may  be  sent  by  that  vessel  to-day,  as  well  as  all  mails 
which  may  be  brought  to  Panama  by  the  Yanderbilt  line,  you  will  be 
pleased  to  see  conveyed  across  the  Isthmus,  at  a  compensation  agree- 
ably to  one  or  other  of  your  recent  jiropositions,  as  the  Postmaster 
(General  may  hereafter  elect.  Of  course,  if  the  mail  is  so  light  as  to 
come  to  less  than  the  rate  of  $100,000,  payment  will  be  made  by  the 
pound.  Our  agent  at  Panama  is  instructed  to  weigh  them. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  KING. 

David  Hoadley,  Esq., 

President  Panama  Railroad  Company ^  New  York. 
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Post  Office,  New  Yorky  October  5,  1859. 

Sir  :  The  mails  to  be  taken  by  your  ship  to-day  for  the  South  Pacific^ 
&c.y  you  will  pass  over  to  the  Panama  Bailroad  Company  in  the  nsnal 
manner,  and  the  same  with  reference  to  any  mails  which  may  be 
brought  by  your  line  to  Panama. 

In  the  event  of  the  entire  failure  of  Johnson,  your  conditional  con- 
tract will  of  course  take  effect  at  once,  but  if  a  portion  only  of  the- 
Califomia  mails  are  sent  by  your  line  to-day,  as  contemplated  by  your 
note  of  yesterday,  it  is  to  be  done,  as  proposed  in  that  note,  without 
reference  to  your  contract. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOBATIO  KING, 
First  Assistant  Postmaster  General. 
CoRNBUUS  Vanderbilt,  Esq., 

New  York  J 


New  York,  October  5,  1859. 

Sir:  In  view  of  the  new  expedition  set  on  foot  by  General  Walker, 
for  the  invasion  of  Nicaragua,  I  have  thought  that  it  might  be  unsafe 
to  send  the  United  States  mails  by  that  Isthmus. 

Under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  therefore,  I  have  to  request 
that  the  mails  may  be  sent  via  Panama,  and  that  I  and  the  co-sureties 
may  be  released  from  any  penalties  under  the  contract  made  with  D. 
H.  Johnson,  to  carry  the  said  mails  via  Nicaragua. 

In  no  event  shall  any  claim  be  made  on  the  government  for  dam- 
ages under  said  contract. 

Respectfully  yours,  GEORGE  IRVING. 

Witness : 

I.  V.  Fowler. 

Hon.  J.  Holt, 

Postmaster  General. 


Post  Office,  New  York,  October  5,  1859. 

Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  this  date,  addressed 
to  the  Postmaster  General,  asking,  for  yourself  and  co-sureties,  to  be 
released  from  your  liability  under  the  contract  executed  in  May  last, 
by  Daniel  H.  Johnson,  as  principal,  and  yourselves  as  sureties,  for 
the  transportation  of  the  California  mails  between  New  York  and  New 
Orleans  and  San  Francisco,  via  Key  West  and  the  Isthmus  of  Nica- 
ragua, and  agreeing,  on  your  parts,  that  in  no  event  shall  any  claim 
be  made  for  damages  on  account  of  the  contract  not  being  carried  out. 
In  answer,  I  am  instructed  by  the  Postmaster  General  to  accept  your 
proposition  and  agree  to  its  conditions. 

Very  respectmlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  KING, 
First  Assistant  Postma^iex  Geiv«rol.» 
Georgs  Irving,  Present. 
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New  York,  October^  1859. 

Memorandum, — Wrote  to  Mr.  Vanderbilt  to  know  if  he  can  take 
mail  from  New  Orleans  for  California  to  connect  with  the  trip  from 
New  York  to-4ay. 

H.  K. 

Received  verbal  answer  that  he  could  not,  as  he  had  no  vessel  at 
New  Orleans  which  could  be  used  for  that  purpose;  that  he  could 
have  done  it  had  he  been  notified  a  week  or  two  ago ;  that  the  service 
will  be  regular  from  there,  commencing  with  second  trip  in  October. 

H.  K. 


Post  Office,  New  York,  October  5,  1859. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  Johnson  contract  is  given  up,  they  being  unable  to 
carry  it  out;  and  Vanderbilt's  conditional  contract  for  the  California 
and  other  mails,  of  course,  takes  efiect  at  once. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


Chas.  L.  Weller,  Esq., 

Postmastei*,  San  Francisco,  California. 


HORATIO  KING. 


36tu  Congress,  )  SENATE.  (  Ex.  Doc.- 

Ist  Session,     S  i     No.  46. 


REPORT 


OF 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR, 


COMMVinCATINO, 


In  compltarice  vnih  a  resolution  of  the  Senate^  the  correspondence  between 

the  Indian  Office  and  the  present  superintendents  ana  agents  in  Cali- 

fomiay  and  J,  Ross  Browne y  Esq.^  together  with  the  report  of  the 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  inclosing  the  same  to  the  department. 


Mat  17,  I860. — Read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mat  19,  1B60. — Motion  to  print  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mat  22,  I860. — Report  in  favor  of  printing  the  usual  number  submitted,  considered,  and 

agreed  to. 

Department  op  the  Interior, 

May  lY,  1860. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  adopted  April 
Y,  1860,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  copies  of  the  correspondence 
between  the  Indian  Office  and  the  present  superintendents  and  agents 
in  California  and  J.  Ross  Browne,  Esq.,  together  with  a  copy  of  the 
report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  inclosing  the  same  to 
this  department. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  THOMPSON,  Secretary, 

Hon.  J.  C.  Breckinridge, 

President  of  the  Senate, 


Department  op  the  Interior, 

Office  Indian  Affairs j  May  16,  1860. 

Sir:  The  accompanying  documents  are  submitted  as  a  response 
to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  Yth,  which  was  received  here  by 
reference  from  you  on  the  9th  ultimo,  and  which  required  that  **  copies 
of  all  correspondence  or  reports  made  by  the  present  superintendent  or 
agents  of  the  Indian  department,  or  by  the  special  agent  of  the  ^q^n- 
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•eminent,  J.  Boss  Browne,  relating  to  the  condition  or  management  oi 
.the  Indians  and  their  reservations  in  California." 
The  resolution  is  herewith  returned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  GEEENWOOD,  Commissianer. 
Hon.  J.  Thompson, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 
Office  Indian  Affairs^  April  4, 1859. 

Sir:  You  have  been  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  in 
California,  and  I  transmit  by  the  present  steamer  your  commission  to 
the  care  of  the  district  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  northern 
district  of  California. 

Before  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  office,  yon 
will  be  required  to  enter  into  bond  (of  which  I  inclose  herewith  a 
form)  in  the  penal  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  with  two  or 
more  sureties,  whose  sufficiency  must  be  certified  by  a  judge  or  attorney 
of  a  district  court  of  the  United  States,  and  the  prescribed  oath  must 
be  taken  before  such  judge  or  a  justice  of  the  peace.  In  the  event  of 
its  being  taken  before  a  justice,  his  official  character  must  be  certified 
by  the  proper  officer,  under  seal. 

When  you  shall  have  executed  your  bond,  and  taken  the  oath  of 
office  in  the  manner  pointed  out,  and  shall  have  paid  into  the  treasury 
$1,089  83,  the  balance  admitted  by  you  to  be  due  the  United  States, 
and  deposited  with  the  assistant  treasurer  at  San  Francisco,  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  the  sum  of  $2,943  79, 
claimed  of  you  in  addition  by  the  United  States  as  late  marshal,  &c., 
as  per  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  19th  ultimo,  you  will  file 
with  the  district  attorney,  with  evidence  of  such  payment  and  deposit, 
your  bond,  upon  whidh,  if  satisfactory  to  him,  he  will  turn  over  to  you 
your  commission,  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  which  will  be 
given  him  to-day. 

It  is  desirable  that  you  should  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  your 
duties  as  superintendent  as  early  as  practicable ;  and,  as  soon  as  the 
district  attorney  shall  have  been  enabled  to  certify  to  the  present  in- 
cumbent that  you  have  fully  complied  with  the  requisitions  of  this  de- 
partment, you  will  present  his  certificate  thereof  to  Colonel  Henley, 
the  present  superintendent,  who  will  be  prepared,  by  directions  from 
this  office,  to  turn  over  to  you  all  public  moneys,  books,  papers,  and 
other  public  property  in  his  possession,  and  to  place  in  your  hands 
orders  to  the  different  reservations  for  putting  the  same  under  your 
control  and  direction. 

You  will  make  it  your  first  duty,  after  relieving  Colonel  Henley  at 
San  Francisco,  to  proceed  with  all  practicable  expedition  to  the  differ- 
ent reservations,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  an  inventory  of  all  public 
property,  fixed  or  movable,  that  may  be  found  thereon,  the  amount  of 
which  on  each  reservation  you  will  report  to  this  office,  and,  as  soon 
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as  circumstances  will  permit,  you  will  take  the  measures  best  calcu*^ 
lated  in  producing  the  best  results  to  sell  all  that  will  be  useless  or 
unnecessary  to  the  service  under  the  system  of  reduction  of  expendi- 
tures and  a  more  economical  administration  of  affairs  now  to  be  in- 
itiated. 

Ton  will  also  ascertain  and  report  to  this  office  the  entire  liabilities 
that  have  accrued  against  the  service  in  California,  as  well  in  San 
Francisco  as  at  the  different  reservations,  in  order  that  remittances 
from  the  now  limited  appropriations  for  the  service  may  be  properly 
made  and  duly  proportioned,  so  as  to  be  made  to  spread  equally  over 
the  present  and  ensuing  fiscal  years. 

Your  compensation  will  be  at  the  rate  of  $4,000  per  annum,  to 
commence  from  the  day  upon  which  you  shall  relieve  the  present 
incumbent,  Colpnel  Henley. 

Very  respectfiilly.  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  E.  MIX, 

Commissioner  ad  interim. 

James  Y.  McDxjffie,  Esq., 

San  FranciscOy  California. 


Office  Superintendent  Indian  Affairs, 

San  FranciscOy  Col.,  September  4,  1859. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  practicable  after  my  arrival  in  this  State,  I  pro- 
ceeded, in  conformity  to  my  instructions  from  the  department,  of  the 
4th  of  April,  to  visit  the  different  Indian  reservations,  of  course, 
connected  with  this  superintendency,  for  the  purpose  of  examining 
into  their  present  condition,  and  of  receiving  from  Colonel  T.  J.  Henley 
the  public  property  intrusted  to  him  as  superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs  for  California. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  result  of  my 
investigation : 

NOME  LACKEE. 

This  has  generally  been  considered  the  moat  prominent  reservation. 
It  is  situated  on  the  edge  of  the  foot-hills  into  which  the  Coast  range 
breaks,  descending  into  the  Sacramento  valley.  It  is  said  to  contain 
25,000  acres,  and  presents  one  of  the  finest  ranges  for  stock  and  the 
production  of  all  kinds  of  small  grain,  to  be  found  in  the  State.  The 
country  is  gently  undulating  from  the  spur  of  the  Coast  range  to  where 
it  strikes  the  Sacramento  valley,  a  distance  of  twelve  miles.  The 
hills  are  covered  with  a  luxuriant  growth  of  wild  oats,  indicating  the 
character  of  the  soil,  and  any  attempt  at  cultivation  is  rewarded  by 
an  abundant  harvest.  In  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of  water,  but 
little  success  is  met  with  in  the  cultivation  of  vegetables,  melons,  &c., 
so  much  desired  as  an  article  of  Indian  food. 

There  has  been  cultivated,  during  the  past  season,  about  800  acres, 
mostly  in  small  grain,  out  of  which  150  acres  of  wheat  was  almost 
totally  destroyed  by  smut.  These  800  acres  are  divided  into  small 
farms,  some  distance  apart,  but  all  within  the  circumfei^iic.^  oil  ^^N^\i. 
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miles ;  the  richest  bottoms  only  being  selected  for  cultivation^  causing 
this  separation. 

In  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of  timber  in  the  immediate  vicinity, 
the  nearest  being  found  in  the  Coast  range,  twelve  miles  distant,  but 
little  fencing  has  been  done,  so  that  these  districts  of  cultivated  land 
are  at  all  times  open  to  the  ranges  of  cattle,  being  protected  only  by 
the  vigilance  of  those  persons  m  whose  immediate  charge  they  are. 
However  much  this  is  to  be  regretted,  and  notwithstanding  the  unpro- 
tected appearance  it  gives  the  farms,  it  is,  I  think,  in  a  great  measure 
unavoidable,  as  the  procuring  of  timber  from  the  mountains  would 
entail  an  expense  which  the  necessities  of  the  reservation  will  not 
warrant. 

The  grain,  wheat,  barley,  and  rye  were  being  harvested  during  my 
visit;  but  an  approximate  estimate  of  its  yield  could  be  made.  The 
growth  appeared  to  be  luxuriant,  and  it  was  estimated  that  it  would 
be  15,000  bushels.  Should  the  crop  reach  this  amount,  the  result  will 
be  gratifying,  inasmuch  as  it,  together  with  the  remainder  of  the  last 
harvest  will  materially  lessen  the  expense  of  the  reservation  during 
the  comins:  vear. 

A  large  garden  has  also  been  attempted;  some  labor  has  been 
expendea  upon  it,  but  with  little  success,  a  few  fruit  trees  and  vege^ 
tables  of  but  little  value  being  all  that  is  left  to  testify  to  the  efforts 
of  a  gardener. 

As  will  be  seen  in  the  accompanying  inventory  of  property,  a  num- 
ber of  houses  have  been  built;  many  of  these  are  small  wooden  struc- 
tures, of  but  small  value,  though  answering  the  purposes  for  which 
they  were  intended. 

Those  in  the  neighborhood  of  headquarters  are  substantially  built, 
mostly  of  adobe,  and  serve  as  comfortable  residences  for  the  employes. 
The  farming  improvements,  barns,  corrals,  &c.,  are  of  that  durable 
character  usually  used  on  the  frontier.  These  buildings  are  located  on 
different  parts  of  the  reserve,  mostly  adjacent  to  the  farms.  There  is 
also  on  this  reservation  a  band  of  California  mares,  with  which  a  num- 
ber of  colts  and  a  few  mule  colts  are  running.  I  have  ordered  them 
to  be  sold  under  my  general  instructions,  as  they  are  of  but  small  value 
to  the  government,  and  a  source  of  some  expense.  I  am  confident  that 
the  raising  of  stock  on  these  reservations  will  never  prove  profitable, 
unless  it  is  entirely  separated  from  every  other  interest,  and  held  to  a 
strict  and  particular  accountability  by  itself. 

I  was  unable  to  ascertain  the  exact  number  of  stock  cattle  belonging 
to  this  reservation.  The  agent  estimates  them  (after  deducting  the 
number  that  have  been  killed  for  food)  to  be  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  head.  But  few  of  these  were  to  be  seen,  the  lateness  of  the 
season  compelling  them  to  stray  and  scatter  over  a  large  tract  of  country 
in  search  of  water.  It  was  represented  as  being  impossible  to  get  an 
accurate  account  of  them,  excepting  at  a  general  rode  of  all  the  cattle 
in  the  neighborhood,  which  at  that  season  of  the  year  was  impractica- 
ble on  account  of  the  extreme  heat  of  the  weather.  The  total  number 
of  Indians  estimated  to  belong  on  this  reservation  is  one  thousand. 
Many  of  these  visit  the  reserve  only  at  certain  periods  of  the  year, 
when  they  remain  for  awhile,  resorting  again  to  the  hills  as  the  season 
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for  wild  fruit  approaches.  The  number  present  during  my  visit  was 
upwards  of  six  hundred,  the  half  of  whom  were  engaged  in  the  labors 
of  the  field.  A  number  of  these  people  appeared  intelligent  and 
industrious,  understanding  well  and  apparently  appreciating  the  culti- 
vation of  the  soil,  and  the  management  of  the  various  machines  used 
in  harvesting.  They  appeared  well-disposed  and  contented,  performing 
their  duties  with  spirit  and  alacrity. 

As  this  reservation  is  the  only  one  whose  boundaries  have  been 
definitely  fixed  by  survey,  it  has  assumed  a  position  the  others  cannot 
take.  It  is  entirely  free  from  the  intrusion  of  settlers,  and  recognized 
by  the  community  as  a  point  established  by  the  government  as  a  reser- 
vation. 

In  location  I  look  upon  it  as  being  in  many  respects  disadvantageous. 
Situated  in  the  center  of  one  of  the  most  thriving  counties  in  the  State, 
the  surrounding  country  is  being  rapidly  settled,  and  before  long  the 
entire  reserve  will  be  pressed  upon  all  sides  by  a  busy  population.  The 
interests  of  a  farming  community  are  never  identical  with  those  of  an 
Indian  farm,  and  the  proximity  of  the  whites  always  leads  to  disaffec- 
tion among  the  Indians.  Isolation  from  these  influences,  which  is  a 
great  consideration  in  the  selection  of  an  Indian  reservation,  is  here 
out  of  the  question.  Apart  from  this,  Nome  Lackee  possesses  but  few 
attractions  to  other  Indians  than  those  whose  immediate  home  it  has 
ever  been ;  game  of  every  kind  is  scarce ;  it  possesses  no  fishery,  and 
the  usual  crop  of  acorns,  so  eagerly  sought  by  the  Indians,  is  not  to  be 
found  here;  hence  I  consider  that  while  the  county  of  Tehama  is 
deprived  of  one  of  its  finest  tracts  of  land,  an  inadequate  advantage 
accrues  to  the  government. 

NOME  CULT. 

This  valley  lies  in  the  coast  range,  and  is  about  sixty  miles  south- 
west of  Nome  Lackee.  The  trail  to  it  leads  directly  over  an  elevated 
portion  of  the  Coast  range,  which  divides  the  waters  of  Eel  river  from 
those  of  the  Sacramento. 

The  estimated  elevation  of  this  ridge  is  four  thousand  feet,  and  at 
this  late  season  of  the  year  snow  was  lying  in  deep  drifts  upon  its 
northern  face.  The  trail  from  Nome  Lackee  is  a  good  one,  and  is 
practicable  for  pack  trains  during  a  large  portion  of  the  year,  wood, 
water,  and  grass  being  found  in  abundance. 

The  valley  runs  northwest  and  southeast,  and  contains  about  twenty 
thousand  acres.  An  Indian  farm  was  established  in  the  northern  por- 
tion of  it  by  Colonel  T.  J.  Henley,  late  superintendent,  some  time  in 
the  year  1856.  It  has  been  conducted  with  some  success,  and  contrasts 
now  favorably  with  Nome  Lackee.  It  contains  about  four  thousand 
acres,  a  large  portion  of  which  is  inclosed  by  a  substantial  oak  rail 
fence,  all  of  which,  under  the  superintendence  of  white  employes,  has 
been  accomplished  by  Indian  labor. 

Several  comfortable  log  houses  have  been  erected  at  the  headquarters, 
and  surrounded  by  an  oak  palisade;  others  of  a  less  costly  cnaracter 
have  been  built  on  convenient  parts  of  the  farm.     A  large  number  of 
small  log  huts  have  also  been  put  up  for  the  use  of  the  Iiidi^\ii&^  "vVlv^ 
I  am  told  they  occupy  during  the  winter  months. 
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About  three  hundred  acres  have  been  cultivated  this  season,  tvo 
hundred  of  which  was  planted  in  small  grain,  one  hundred  in  oorH; 
and  the  remainder  in  vegetables. 

The  crops  were  being  harvested  during  my  visit,  and  promised  from 
their  appearance  to  yield  abundantly,  excepting  one  hundred  acres  of 
wheat,  which  was  destroyed  by  smut. 

Vegetables  of  every  variety  grow  here  with  great  luxuriance,  and 
some  of  a  superior  quality  can  be  raised.  During  the  spring  and 
summer  a  large  portion  of  this  valley  is  covered  with  a  rich  growth 
of  clover. 

Wild  potatoes  and  other  nutritious  roots,  much  desired  by  Indiam, 
are  to  be  found  in  large  quantiiies.  Oak  timber,  of  a  superior  me 
and  quantity,  abounds  here,  producing  a  crop  of  acorns  which  con- 
tributes largely  to  the  support  of  the  Inaians.  Difficulties  have  arisen 
between  the  settlers  and  the  Indians,  on  account  of  this  source  of  sub- 
sistence being  somewhat  cut  off,  from  the  numerous  bands  of  cattle 
running  in  the  range,  by  the  Indian  harvest. 

Water  can  be  obtained  by  digging  twelve  or  fifteen  feet  in  anj 
portion  of  the  valley,  and  quite  a  number  of  living  springs  are  scat- 
tered over  its  face.  The  season  of  vegetation  is  later  in  this  region 
than  in  the  Sacramento  valley  by  about  one  month.  Cut  off  from  the 
settlements,  and  inclosed  upon  all  sides  by  mountains,  possessing  everj 
quality  in  the  soil  for  the  successful  cultivation  of  a  farm,  and  con- 
taining an  abundance  of  those  wild  products  so  desired  by  Indians,  I 
know  of  no  place  within  this  State  so  well  fitted  for  an  Indian  reser- 
vation as  it.  If  bounded  on  one  side  by  Eel  river,  and  on  the  others 
by  the  mountain  shed,  this  reservation  would  possess  advantages  rarely 
to  be  found.  In  order,  however,  that  the  reservation  system  should 
be  carried  on  with  a  prospect  of  success  in  this  region,  I  deem  it 
essential  that  the  entire  valley  should  be  occupied  by  it,  and  that  the 
settlers  now  holding  claims  should  be  induced  to  move  out  of  it.  I 
look  upon  this  as  absolutely  necessary  to  the  successful  prosecution  of 
the  reservation  system  in  this  place. 

A  number  of  cattle  belonging  to  the  governmentare  runningat  large  in 
this  valley.  I  endeavored  to  have  them  collected ,  but  found  it  impossible, 
excepting  at  a  rate  of  compensation,  which  I  did  not  consider  the  case 
warranted.  The  number  is  said  to  be  three  hundred  and  fifty.  I  was 
enabled  to  count  upwards  of  three  hundred  of  them,  but  declined  to 
receive  them  until  they  were  all  collected  and  properly  branded  with 
a  uniform  mark.  At  present,  a  large  number  of  tnem  bear  the  mark 
of  their  original  owner,  and,  in  general,  they  are  so  much  mixed  up 
with  those  belonging  to  settlers  that  I  was  convinced  a  correct  account 
could  not  be  taken  excepting  at  a  general  rode. 

It  is  my  intention  to  visit  this  valley  again,  in  company  with  Colonel 
Henley,  later  in  the  fall,  when  I  shall  receipt  to  him  for  such  as  are 
turned  over  to  me,  and  advertise  the  same  immediately  for  sale. 

MENDOcmo. 

This  reservation  extends  from  Hare  creek  to  a  short  distance  above 
the  Bedator — distance  about  ten  miles,  and  is  three  miles  wide.     It  is 
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particularly  well  situated  for  a  reservation,  abounding  in  the  natural 
sources  of  Indian  subsistence.  Fish  of  various  kinds  abound,  besides 
the  usual  quantity  of  seeds  and  edible  roots  in  the  vicinity.  A  fishery 
exists  in  the  Noyo  river,  where  a  considerable  supply  of  salmon  can  be 
caught  every  season  for  the  use  of  the  Indians. 

Although  grain  does  not  thrive  in  this  region  in  consequence  of  the 
cold  sea  breezes,  vegetables  can  be  cultivated  with  ^reat  success.  There 
has  been  from  four  to  five  hundred  acres  cultivated  this  season,  which 
will  probably  yield  a  fair  average  crop.  The  greater  portion  of  the 
land  under  cultivation  is  of  a  light,  sandy  character.  Farms  are 
established  at  different  points  on  this  reserve,  taking  advantage  of  the 
best  location.  The  first  is  Bald  Hill,  four  miles,  and  the  second, 
Bedator,  two  miles  from  headquarters. 

At  each  of  these  farms  small  ranches  are  established,  containing  a 
few  families,  from  whom  the  necessary  working  hands  are  obtained. 
As  a  general  thing  these  families  appeared  well  clothed,  though  they 
expressed  themselves  much  dissatisfied  with  their  condition. 

The  total  number  of  Indians  residing  on  this  reservation  does  not 
exceed  five  hundred,  although,  I  am  convinced,  a  greater  number 
visit  the  reserve  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  and,  by  judicious 
management,  could  be  induced  to  remain  permanently. 

A  number  of  houses  have  been  built  as  quarters  for  the  employes. 
These  are  of  an  ordinary,  though  comfortable  character.  Those  com- 
posing the  headquarters  are  small,  though  well  constructed.  The 
blacksmiths'  and  carpenters'  shops  are  sufficiently  large  and  com- 
modious, and  the  barns  are  superior  in  character  to  any  I  have  seen  on 
the  reservations. 

The  different  articles  enumerated  on  my  inventory  as  farming  tools 
are  very  much  worn,  and  will  require  replacing  before  long.  Con- 
sidering the  natural  advantages  this  reservation  possesses,  it  does  not 
present  a  thriving  appearance. 

The  number  of  resident  Indians  should  be  increased ;  a  large  quantity 
of  land  should  be  cultivated,  and  more  attention  paid  to  the  moral  and 
physical  condition  of  the  Indians. 

I  have  to  report  to  the  department  the  existence  of  a  steam  saw-mill 
on  this  reservation  under  the  direction  of  private  individuals.  It  ia 
situated  at  the  mouth  of  the  Noyo  river,  about  six  hundred  yards  from 
the  headquarters.  The  department  is  familiar  with  the  particulars 
attending  the  erection  of  this  mill.  At  present  I  regard  it  as  an 
obstacle  m  the  way  of  the  future  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  Indians^ 
subjecting  them  to  the  baneful  infiuences  of  a  class  of  white  men,  whose 
interests  are  in  no  wa^  indentified  with  theirs,  and  who  have  no  sym- 
pathy for  their  condition.  The  utmost  effort  on  the  part  of  the  agent 
m  charge  of  this  mill^  who  seems  inclined  to  support  the  laws  and 
regulations  of  the  reserve,  cannot  abate  the  evil  attending  this  prox- 
imity of  the  whites. 

Intemperance  and  disease  are  among  the  evils  which  must  inevitably 
attend  these  people  so  long  as  they  are  subjected  to  these  infiuences.. 
Apart  from  these  considerations,  the  operations  of  logging  incroaches 
iii>on  and  injures  the  salmon  fishery  in  the  Noyo  river,  which  is  one 
01  the  natural  resources  of  the  place. 
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A  private  store  for  the  vending  of  goods  to  Indians  and  employes 
has  been  for  some  time  carried  on  here,  by  permission,  I  understand, 
of  the  late  superintendent.  So  convinced  am  I  of  the  unavoidable  evils 
attending  all  such  licenses  upon  reservations,  that  I  shall  revoke  the 
permission  granted  in  this  instance,  at  once. 

With  the  view  of  separating  the  Indian  for  the  time  being  from  the 
influences  referred  to,  the  agent  has  been  directed  to  remove  them  im- 
mediately after  harvest  from  the  headquarters  to  the  neighborhood  of 
the  Bedator,  leaving  only  force  enough  to  carry  on  the  earnest  business 
of  the  place.  I  was  induced  to  this  step  from  a  hope  that  means  may 
be  devised  for  the  removal  of  these  evils. 

FRESNO. 

This  agency  is  situated  on  the  Fresno  river,  a  small  stream  which 
rises  in  the  Sierra  Nevada,  sinks  early  in  the  summer  shortly  after  en- 
tering the  San  Joaquin  plains,  but  empties  into  the  San  Joaquin  river 
during  the  winter  or  rainy  season.  A  farm  was  established  here  upon 
the  property  of  M.  Vinsonhaller  some  years  ago  for  the  support  of  the 
Foot-hill  Indians,  and  such  other  tribes  as  might  be  induced  to  reside 
in  the  plains. 

If  this  farm  ever  did  afford  the  home  and  protection  for  which  it  was 
established,  the  period  has  passed  when  it  can  be  of  the  slightest  ser- 
vice. Constant  droughts  and  failure  of  the  crops  from  year  to  year 
has  convinced  me  of  the  inutility  of  any  further  attempts  at  its  culti- 
vation. 

The  improvements  existing  are  of  little  value  to  the  owner  of  the 
property,  and  of  none  to  the  government.  The  quantity  of  land  cul- 
tivated this  year  is  trifling,  and  the  crops  of  little  value.  The  great 
scarcity  of  water  renders  every  effort  at  farming  on  the  part  of  the 
Indians  abortive,  and  irrigation  is  attended  with  great  labor  and  ex- 
pense. As  appears  in  the  inventory,  the  amount  of  public  property 
on  this  is  small  and  is  much  worn.  Ten  thousand  pounds  of  wheat  is 
all  that  remains  on  the  reserve  for  the  present  year. 

For  these  reasons,  and  the  fact  that  the  number  of  Indians  upon  it 
does  not  warrant  its  support,  I  think  it  expedient  to  incur  no  further 
expense  upon  this  farm,  and  shall  take  the  necessary  steps  to  abandon 
it  as  soon  as  possible. 


king's  RIVER. 


This  farm  is  attached  to  the  Fresno  agency,  and  is  in  charge  of  Mr. 
William  Campbell,  who  claims  the  property.  I  consider  that  the  rent 
asked  for  this  place  does  not  authorize  its  occupation  for  a  longer  period 
than  possible.  It  is  situated  on  the  right  bank  of  King's  river,  con- 
tains some  good  soil,  and  is  well  watered.  There  is  an  abundance  of 
timber  upon  it  for  fencing  purposes,  and  in  other  respects  possesses 
advantages,  but  is  too  closely  surrounded  by  settlers  to  answer  the 
purposes  of  an  Indian  agency. 

The  Indians  living  here  Mong  to  the  valley  adjacent  and  to  King's 
river.     They  are  few  in  number,  and  would  1^  contented  to  remain,  if 
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secure  from  the  attacks  of  a  large  number  of  persons  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, who  are  opposed  to  their  doing  so. 

About  two  hundred  acres  have  been  cultivated  by  the  Indians,  mostly 
in  wheat  and  barley.  Some  corn  has  been  raised,  for  which  the  soil 
is  well  adapted,  but  has  been  mostly  destroyed  by  animals  running  at 
large. 

The  improvements  consist  of  a  well-built  brick  house,  the  residence 
of  the  overseer,  Mr.  Campbell,  and  a  substantial  farm  and  out-houses. 

The  quantity  of  grain  on  hand  from  this  year's  crop  is  about  eight 
hundred  bushels  of  wheat  and  one  thousand  bushels  of  barley,  together 
with  four  or  five  tons  of  hay.  The  grain  is  well  stored,  and  the  hay 
secured  in  stacks. 

The  amount  of  public  property  used  here  in  farming  is  small,  and, 
like  that  at  the  Fresno,  much  worn. 

TBJON. 

This  reservation  is  situated  at  the  extreme  southern  base  of  the 
Sierra  Nevada,  where  they  join  the  Coast  range  of  mountains. 

In  consequence  of  the  great  scarcity  of  water,  but  little  has  been 
accomplished  here  for  several  years  past. 

The  number  of  Indians  estimated  to  belong  to  this  reserve  is  six 
hundred.  I  visited  most  of  the  ranches  and  saw  perhaps  two  hundred 
souls.  Many  of  these  are  residents  of  the  localitv  known  as  the  Tejon 
tribe;  most  of  the  labor  is  performed  by  them,  having  in  years  past 
acquired  some  knowledge  of  farming  by  a  residence  on  the  missions. 
Some  of  the  principal  chiefs  have  small  farms  allotted  to  them,  which 
they  cultivate  for  their  own  exclusive  benefit.  The  farming  for  the 
general  support  of  the  Indians  has  not  been  successful  for  the  reasons 
cited. 

There  is  collected  here  a  considerable  amount  of  public  property, 
most  of  which  is  old  and  worn  out. 

The  public  buildings,  exclusive  of  headquarters,  connected  with  this 
agency  are  situated  at  intervals  over  a  few  miles  where  there  has  been 
some  cultivation.  Those  composing  the  headquarters  are  well  built 
of  adobe,  and  being  surrounded  by  a  luxuriant  vineyard  and  orchard 
containing  a  variety  of  fruits,  such  as  figs,  pomegranates,  peaches,  and 
apples,  presents  an  appearance  of  comfort  and  cleanliness  hardly  to  be 
expectea  in  this  region. 

A  small  farm  at  Tule  river  has  been  established  in  connection  with 
this  agency.  On  it  some  corn  has  been  raised  this  season,  and  con- 
siderable improvement  made.  The  number  of  Indians  collected  here 
is  about  three  hundred,  and  this  number  can  be  increased.  It  has 
always  been  the  home  of  a  very  considerable  tribe,  who  are  contented 
and  willing  to  remain,  but  the  country  is  rapidly  being  settled,  and 
public  sentiment  is  against  their  doing  so. 

The  land  upon  which  this  farm  is  located  belongs  to  a  private  citizen, 
with  whom  I  have  made  arrangements  for  the  present  for  its  continued 
occupation,  until  a  more  suitable  home  can  be  provided  for  these 
Indians. 


10  INNANS  IN  GALXFORIOA. 

I  am  convinced  from  recent  reports  that  the  country  in  the  Tidmt? 
of  Oucus  river  is  well  adapted  for  an  Indian  reservation.  Should  it 
be  reserved  by  the  government  for  Indian  purposes,  as  I  sxn  infonoed 
it  is  contemplated,  its  location  indicates  it  to  be  a  suitable  place  fortk 
Fresno,  King's  River,  and  Tule  Indians. 

There  they  would  be  removed  from  influences  that  are  now  rapiilly 
destroying  them,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  they  now  lire  in 
would  be  relieved  from  a  source  of  great  complaint  by  their  remonl 
there.  In  this  event,  I  would  suggest  the  abandonment  of  tk 
Fresno,  King's  River,  Tule  River,  and  the  Tejon  Indian  reservatioitt, 
leaving  only  a  sub-agent  to  visit  those  few  bands  of  Indians  remaining 
in  the  valleys,  administering  to  their  immediate  wants^  and  to  offer 
inducements  to  them  to  seek  an  asylum  at  Oucus  River  reservation. 
Should  this  policy  be  pursued,  I  am  confident  it  would  be  but  a  short 
time  before  these  valleys  would  be  entirely  free  from  their  presence. 

The  number  of  Indians  residing  in  the  vicinity  of  San  Diego  is  Terr 
considerable.  I  am  informed  that  they  are  well  disposed^  and  support 
themselves,  in  many  instances,  by  the  cultivation  of  small  patches  of 
land.  I  deemed  it  essential  that  a  special  agent  should  nequentlj 
visit  them,  preserving  friendly  relations  with  them  by  the  distribution 
of  seed  and  agricultural  implements,  until  such  a  time  as  the  govern- 
ment may  be  enabled  to  procure  a  suitable  location  for  a  small  £uin 
for  their  use,  which  I  consider  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  Indius 
and  to  the  interests  of  the  community  among  whom  they  live. 

Much  trouble  has  been  experienced  in  this  and  other  parts  of  the 
country  by  these  roving  bands  of  Indians.  Unless  a  suitable  home  is 
provided  for  them  it  is  difficult  to  devise  a  plan  for  the  remedy  of  this 
evil.  Their  present  condition  is  much  to  be  deplored,  as  they  are 
frequently,  no  doubt,  induced  from  want  to  commit  depredations  upon 
the  property  of  settlers,  which  is  too  frequently  punished  with  an  un- 
relenting hand. 

Difficulties  occasioned  in  this  way  in  Bound  valley  and  its  vicinity,  are 
at  present  particularly  to  be  lamented.  The  killing  of  Indians  is  a 
dauy  occurrence  there. 

Under  the  circumstances  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain  the  actual  cause 
of  complaint.  The  Indians  are  accused  of  killing  cattle  and  other 
stock  oelonging  to  settlers,  but  the  evidence  of  it  produced  is  not,  in 
my  opinion,  sufficient  to  substantiate  the  charge. 

Efforts  are  being  constantly  made  to  quiet  the  existing  feeling  against 
these  miserable  people^  and  to  gather  them  upon  the  reservation  where 
they  shall  be  protected,  but  with  little  success.  If  some  means  be  not 
speedily  devised,  by  which  the  unauthorised  expeditions  that  are  con- 
stantly out  in  search  of  them  can  be  restrained,  they  will  soon  be 
exterminated. 

I  beg  respectfully  to  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  having 
the  Indian  reservations  in  this  State  officially  surveyed.  Great  trouble 
has  been  experienced  heretofore  by  the  agents  in  holding  exclusive 
possession  of  the  lands  designated  by  the  government  for  Indian  pur- 
poses, for  the  want  of  definitely  fixed  boundaries. 

I  regret  that  the  limited  time  allotted  me  for  the  accomplishment  of 
this  duty  precluded  the  possibility  of  my  visiting  those  portions  of  this 
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^3uperintendency  north  of  Mendocino  and  south  of  the  Tejon.  Recent 
"Reports  from  D.  E.  Buel,  Esq.,  agent  at  the  Klamath,  convinces  me, 
*  however,  that  his  reservation  is  in  a  prosperous  condition.  As  it  is 
*^^my  intention  to  visit  this  reservation  immediately,  I  shall  make  it 

subject  of  a  special  report. 
*'      Great  effort  has  been  made  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  indebtedness 
'of  the  reservations,  as  required  in  my  instructions,  but  as  yet  the  returns 
■  of  the  different  agents  have  not  been  completed.     I  hope,  however,  to 
-be  able  to  report  in  full  upon  this  subject  before  long. 

The  embarrassed  condition  of  this  superintendency  suggests  many 
-'  subjects  that  should  be  laid  before  the  department,  but  which  I  am 
-  compelled  to  defer,  on  account  of  limited  time  allowed  me  for  the  pre- 
^  paration  of  this  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Y.  McDUFFIE, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs  for  California. 

Hon.  A.  B.  Greenwood, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 


Office  Superintendent  Indian  Affairs, 
San  Francisco^  California^  February  4,  1860. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  your  com- 
munication of  the  lYth  November  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose 
herewith  a  letter,  together  with  the  tracing  of  a  map  setting  forth  the 
sections  of  land  claimed  by  V.  E.  Geiger,  Indian  agent  in  charge  of 
Nome  Lackee  Indian  reservation. 

The  land  claimed  by  Mr.  Geiger,  it  will  be  observed,  is  adjacent  to 
the  lines  of  the  reserve,  and  is  the  portion  of  land  which  for  several 
years  has  been  cultivated  by  the  Indian  department,  under  the  suppo- 
sition that  it  was  within  its  boundary  lines. 

The  mill  alluded  to  in  my  letter  of  the  19th  of  October  last  is  situated, 
as  near  as  I  can  judge  without  an  actual  survey  of  the  premises,  on  the 
western  portion  of  section  No.  3,  township  24,  instead  of  section  9,  as 
represented  on  the  map  of  the  original  survey. 

mr.  Titus,  the  gentleman  whose  name  is  marked  on  the  western  half 
of  section  3,  is  a  member  of  the  Titus  family,  most  of  whom  have,  from 
time  to  time,  been  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Geiger,  as  will  appear  on  his 
official  return  of  employes. 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  how  an  error  of  this  kind  could  have 
been  allowed  to  exist  for  so  long  a  time  uncorrected,  and  is  to  be 
deplored  the  more  as  it  is  upon  this  excluded  portion  of  the  reservation 
that  a  large  amount  of  money  has  been  laid  out  and  most  of  the  labor 
has  been  expended. 

It  appears  to  me  that,  unless  the  original  instructions  from  the  late 
superintendent  are  obtained  rescinding  this  survey,  and  a  strict  exam- 
ination is  made  into  it  by  the  surveyor  general,  it  will  be  impossible  ever 
to  rectify  the  existing  error,  or  to  account  for  the  singular  manner  the 
boundary  lines  are  made  to  run. 
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As  matters  now  stand,  the  responsibility  falls  upon  the  surveyor,  and 
from  him  to  the  person  from  whom  his  instructions  were  received. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  ^^  J.  T.  McDUFFIE, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs. 

Hon.  A,  B.  Greenwood, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 


San  Franosoo,  California, 

October  18,  1859. 

Sir:  During  my  late  visit  to  Nome  Lackee,  made  in  conformity  with 
your  instructions,  I  observed  that  the  interests  of  the  government  were 
being  sacrificed  for  individual  profit,  and  upon  conference  with  the 
superintendent,  (Mr.  McDuffie,)  recommended  that  he  should  dismiss 
the  employes,  suspend  the  agent  from  duty,  and  place  some  person  in 
whom  he  had  confidence,  in  charge  of  the  puolic  property.  Mr. 
McDuflSe  does  not  feel  justified  in  adopting  such  extreme  measures, 
but  prefers  submitting  the  matter  for  your  consideration.  To  this  I 
course,  I  have  no  objection  to  offer,  except  that  further  sacrifice  of  the 
public  interests  may  result  from  the  delay. 

The  particular  groimds  of  complaint  to  which  I  desire  to  call  your 
attention  are,  that  in  June,  1857,  Mr.  T.  G.  Henley,  late  superintendent, 
addressed  written  instructions  to  Mr.  V.  E.  Geiger,  the  agent,  in- 
forming him  that  under  authority  of  the  United  States  surveyor  gen- 
eral,  Mr.  W.  Gray,  deputy  surveyor,  would  survey  the  Nome  Lackee 
reservation,  and  directmg  Mr.  Geiger  to  take  certain  starting  points, 
and  include  in  the  survey  all  lands  and  valleys  which  he  deemed  ne- 
cessary or  essential  for  the  uses  of  the  reservation,  limiting  the  number 
of  acres  to  25,000,  according  to  the  act  of  Congress.  The  survey  was 
made  and  a  map  of  the  same  approved  by  the  surveyor  general,  and 
forwarded  to  the  department.  Mr.  Geiger  informs  me  that  he  was  not 
present,  and  has  no  knowledge  of  the  manner  in  which  the  work  was  per- 
formed, beyond  the  fact  that  a  subsequent  survey  was  made  by  the  county 
surveyor,  which  disclosed  some  serious  errors  in  that  of  Mr.  Gray. 
Not  the  least  important  of  these  errors,  if  such  in  reality  exist,  is  the 
exclusion  of  an  extensive  and  fertile  valley  running  nearlv  to  the  head- 
quarters, and  embracing  the  aqueduct  from  the  waters  of  Elder  creek, 
together  with  the  grist-mill,  hog-sheds,  corral,  cabin,  and  other  public 
property  placed  there  at  an  expense  of  several  thousand  dollars,  and 
which  come  upon  a  private  claim.  I  have  carefullv  examined  the  maps 
approved  by  the  department,  and,  in  conformity  with  which  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office  directed  the  register  at  Marysville  to 
govern  the  sales  under  the  proclamation,  and  find  that  the  boundaries 
therein  set  forth  include  the  mill  and  other  property  referred  to.  In 
no  other  way  can  I  conceive  it  possible  that  the  approval  of  the  de- 
partment could  have  been  obtained  ;  yet,  if  the  statement  of  Mr. 
l^ger  be  correct,  this  property,  although  on  the  map,  is  not  on  the 
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I  visited  this  reservation  in  1854/ when  it  was  first  established,  and 
subsequently  in  1856,  1857,  1858,  and  1859.  On  the  occasion  of  each 
visit,  with  the  exception  of  the  last,  I  had  frequent  conversations 
with  the  superintendent  and  agent,  and  never  heard  until  the  30th  of 
September  ultimo,  that  this  or  any  other  land  under  cultivation  within 
the  generally  recognized  limits  of  the  reservation,  was  in  reality 
outside  of  its  boundaries  and  subject  to  settlement.  The  mill,  water- 
flume,  and  corrals  were  always  pointed  out  to  me  as  public  property  on 
the  reservation,  and  have  always  been  accounted  such  in  the  official 
reports.  Mr.  Henley  says  in  his  annual  report,  dated  September  4, 
1856:  *^  There  are  on  the  Nome  Lackee  reserve  three  adobe  houses, 
one  flouring  miU  and  fourteen  frame  houses."  In  November,  1858, 
Mr.  G.  Bailey,  special  agent  of  the  Interior  Department,  writes : 
**  There  is  a  flouring  mill  upon  the  reserve,  and  an  abundance  of 
water,  but  the  canal  by  which  the  mill  is  supplied  is  out  of  repair,  and 
the  wheat  grown  upon  the  reservation  is  ground  elsewhere  by  con- 
tract." It  will  thus  be  seen  that  this  has  always  been  designated 
as  a  part  of  the  reservation  ;  and  it  seems  very  singular  that  the 
surveyor  should  have  assumed  the  responsibility  of  excluding  so  much 
valuable  property  and  procuring  the  approval  of  his  work  by  a  fraudu- 
lent representation. 

When  Mr.  McDuffie  visited  this  reservation  in  July  last,  the  Indians 
and  white  hands,  government  teams  and  stocky  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  Geiger,  the  agent,  and  Mr.  Titus,  the  farmer,  were  engaged  in 
harvesting  the  crop  raised  on  this  claim ;  and  it  was  accounted  in  his 
general  report  as  a  portion  of  the  crop  raised  on  the  reservation.  It 
now  appears  that  IJr.  Geiger  purchased  the  land  from  the  county 
surveyor,  and  sold  a  portion  of  the  crop,  reserving  the  remainder  in 
the  public  storehouse  at  headquarters  as  his  individual  property.  The 
seed,  labor,  rations,  and  implements  were  furnished  by  government, 
and  the  crop  was  harvested  at  public  expense,  under  the  supervision  of 
the  agent,  and  was  in  his  possession  as  trustee  of  the  government, 
charged  with  its  safe-keeping  and  proper  distribution  among  the  Indians. 
In  his  letter  of  explanation,  dated  October  12,  a  copy  of  which  has  been 
furnished  me  by  Superintendent  McDuffie,  Mr.  Geiger  states  that  this 
crop  was  put  in  by  government,  with  its  teams  and  implements,  but 
was  not  harvested  entirely  at  government  expense ;  that  he  furnished 
an  equal  amount  of  labor  not  only  to  gather  and  thresh  this  grain  but 
the  entire  crop  on  the  reservation.  It  will  be  for  the  department  to 
determine  whether  an  agent  can  use  the  public  resources  for  his  private 
benefit,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  render  subsequent  compensation 
by  introducing  free  labor  on  the  reservation.  Mr.  Geiger  correctly 
states  that  I  do  not  seem  to  object  to  his  purchase  of  the  land.  As  he 
did  not  consult  me  previous  to  the  purchase,  of  course  any  objection  on 
my  part  now  would  be  unavailing.  If  my  opinion  were  asked,  how- 
ever, I  could  frankly  say  that,  under  similar  circumstances,  I  would 
have  regarded  it  as  a  duty  to  turn  the  crop  over  to  the  government  for 
th«  use  of  the  Indians,  by  whose  labor  the  ground  was  cultivated  and 
the  crop  harvested,  and  for  whose  benefit  it  was  intended. 

It  is  useless,  however,  to  complicate  the  case  by  any  expression  of 
opinion,  and  I  submit  it  for  your  consideration  without  further  comment. 
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I  have  now  further  to  report,  that  since  the  removal  of  thia  crop  fke  | 
teams  and  horses  belonging  to  the  reservation  have  been  engaged  in 
hauling  timber  from  the  mountains  to  the  aforesaid  private  claims  of 
Mr.  Geiger  and  Mr.  Titus.  Some  of  this  timber  consists  of  large  betmi 
for  building  purposes  and  not  for  fencing.  It  is  alleged  that  the  olgecl 
is  to  run  a  line  fence  between  the  reservation  and  the  claims  referred 
to,  and  that  government  derives  the  chief  benefit.  Whatever  benefit 
may  be  derived  from  such  use  of  the  public  teams,  it  is  manifest  tbit 
their  withdrawal  from  the  reservation  must  result  in  a  very  seriom 
injury.  The  garden  and  orchard  are  now  lying  exposed  and  ruined 
for  want  of  a  rew  hundred  yards  of  fencing  to  keep  the  cattle  out.  In 
a  few  weeks  the  plowing  season  will  have  commenced,  but,  instead  of 
fresh  oxen  to  do  the  work,  the  teams  used  for  the  last  three  months  in 
hauling  lumber  from  the  tops  of  the  mountains  will  require  rest,  and 
be  altogether  unfitted  for  such  heavy  work. 

The  present  appearance  of  the  reservation  is  that  of  utter  negleet 
and  ruin.  Most  of  the  Indians  have  lefl  it,  and  now,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  those  placed  upon  private  claims  to  cultivate  and  fence  the 
land,  there  are  not  more  than  fifty  to  be  seen  within  several  miles  of 
headquarters.  No  evidence  of  the  results  of  attention,  labor,  or  the 
expenditure  of  public  money  is  anywhere  manifest.  When  it  is  con- 
sidered that  forty-five  or  fifty  thousand  dollars  have  been  expended  on 
this  reservation  during  the  past  year,  it  must  be  conceded  that  the  re- 
sult is  very  discouraging.  Private  claims  of  persons  heretofore  em- 
ployed now  surround  the  reservation  in  various  directions.  A  number 
of  idlers  are  constantly  lounging  about,  drawing  their  subsistence 
from  the  supplies  which  should  be  devoted  to  the  Indians.  The  teams 
and  agricultural  implements  are  being  used  for  private  purposes,  with 
the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  agent,  and  all  progress  and  every 
prospect  of  success  in  the  development  of  the  reservation  system  seems 
to  be  at  an  end. 

With  what  spirit,  then,  and  what  confidence  in  any  fiirther  expend- 
iture, can  the  present  superintendent  proceed  to  carry  the  views  of 
the  department  into  effect.  It  is  impossible  for  him  to  know  what 
portion  of  the  reservation  is  public  property  and  what  private,  for  if 
one  material  line  in  the  survey  is  incorrect,  all  may  be.     Nor  can  he 

Eut  in  a  crop,  which  is  subject,  at  any  time  after  maturity,  to  seizure 
y  private  individuals.  The  condition  of  affairs  at  Nome  Cult  is  even 
more  discouraging  than  at  Nome  Lackee.  The  former  employes,  some 
of  whom  reside  within  the  limits  of  the  Indian  farms,  on  claims  pur- 
chased by  them  while  in  public  employ,  refuse  to  remove,  and  defy 
the  new  overseer  to  dispossess  them.  Insubordination  amongst  the 
Indians  is  instigated,  the  fences  are  broken  down,  the  cattle  and  hogs 
driven  in  on  the  crops,  and  all  authority  put  at  defiance.  The  official 
notices  issued  by  the  superintendent,  in  conformity  with  the  instruct 
^ons  of  the  department,  are  treated  with  contempt  and  derision. 
JNothing  short  of  military  force  can  restrain  the  settlers  from  these 
outrages.  The  question  then  arises,  can  the  government  dispossess 
these  settlers?  This  was  public  land,  and  they  settled  upon  it,  in 
most  cases,  with  the  knowledge  and  approval  of  the  superintendent. 
Ihe  principal  settlers  are  his  own  sons  and  partners  in  business. 
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-■  Many  Indians  have  been  killed  by  private  companies  during  the 
:  past  winter  and  spring,  and  a  man  named  Jarboe  now  holds  a  com-* 
1  mission  from  the  governor  of  the  State,  in  virtue  of  which  he  has 
:i  raised  a  company,  and  has  been  engaged  for  some  months  past  in  a 
1  cruel  and  relentless  pursuit  of  the  Indians  in  this  vicinity,  slaughter- 
£.  ing  miscellaneously  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact,  without  re- 
I?  gard  to  age  or  sex.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  draw  a  more  glowing 
J  picture  than  that  warranted  by  the  facts,  but  I  would  earnestly  im- 
^  press  upon  the  department  the  miserable  and  forlorn  condition  of  the 
1  Indians  of  this  State.  In  the  history  of  Indian  races  I  have  seen 
7  nothing  so  cruel  and  relentless  as  the  treatment  of  these  unhappy  peo- 
ple by  the  authorities  constituted  by  law  for  their  protection.  Instead 
!  of  receiving  aid  and  succor,  they  have  been  starved  and  driven  away 
<  from  the  reservations,  and  then  followed  into  their  remote  hiding 
places,  where  they  sought  to  die  in  peace,  and  cruelly  slaughtered,  till 
^   out  few  are  left,  and  that  few  without  hope. 

;       It  is  Useless  to  draw  distinctions.     One  reservation  is  as  bad  as 

.  another.     With  the  exception  of  the  Klamath,  which  has  proved  the 

:  entire  practicability  of  the  system,  under  judicious  management,  they 

are  practically  at  an  end.     Any  further  expenditure  of  money  on  them, 

under  the  present  system  of  appointment  and  accountability,  would 

I   be  worse  than  useless.     The  debts  of  the  past  year  are  so  complicated 

with  private  accounts,  that  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to  say  what  bills 

f   ought  to  be  paid,  and  what  rejected.     As  a  present  measure,  I  would 

I    recommend  that  all  further  remittances  out  of  last  year's  appropriation 

,    be  suspended,  and  that  the  agents  be   required  to  transmit  their 

,    vouchers  to  Washington.     When  I  recommended  the  transmission  of 

I    money  to  meet  those  liabilities,  it  was  under  the  impression  that  fraud 

,    had  ceased  since  my  original  charges  were  preferred,  but  I  have  now 

.    no  confidence  in  any  bill  presented  at  the  office  of  the  superintendent 

for  inspection.     In  one  instance  a  draft  is  drawn  on  the  assistant 

treasurer  by  V.  E.  Geiger,  in  favor  of  R.  Elliot,  or  bearer,  for  $600. 

The  bearer  is  Mr.  Caro,  who  claims  that  there  is  both  a  public  and 

Erivate  account  due  to  him  by  the  late  superintendent.  The  check  is 
anded  to  Mr.  R.  Elliot  for  examination,  who  admits  that  government 
owes  him  nothing,  but  that  Mr.  Henley  owes  him  $627,  for  which  he 
exhibits  a  private  note.  Three  checks  are  taken  possession  of  by  Mr. 
Henley,  for  amounts  said  to  be  due  on  Indian  account.  Mr.  Ford, 
agent  at  Mendocino,  refuses  to  settle  his  accounts  because  Mr.  Henley 
owes  him  $2,500,  until  he  can  obtain  an  acknowledgment  to  that 
amount.  These  transactions  are  but  a  specimen  of  what  occur  every 
day. 

I  have  sought  constantly  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  department, 
in  the  settlement  of  all  bills  paid  out  of  the  last  remittance  to  Mr. 
McDuffie,  but  must  now  acknowledge  my  utter  inability  to  do  so  any 
longer.  I  beg  .to  be  relieved  from  any  further  connection  with  the 
payment  of  these  liabilities.  It  will  afibrd  me  great  pleasure  to  con- 
tinue my  aid  to  Mr.  McDuffie,  and  to  report  to  the  department  all 
objections  known  to  me  to  the  payment  of  vouchers  presented,  but  I 
trust  you  will  see  the  necessity  oi  withholding  further  remittances  of 
money.     Of  course  I  do  not  refer  to  the  necessary  iem\ttA.\i!(^%  ^\^ 
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of  this  year's  appropriation  to  defray  the  current  expenses  of  the 
service. 

I  would  also  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  expenses  of  tbe 
service,  as  now  conducted,  are  considerably  in  excess  of  the  appropria- 
tion, notwithstanding  the  orders  issued  by  Mr.  McDufBe  to  the  agents. 
Another  confused  state  of  affairs  will  be  the  result,  and  a  call  will  be 
necessary  for  a  deficiency  appropriation  amounting  probably  to 
$50,000. 

With  positive  authority  to  arrest  existing  abuses,  I  might  possibly 
succeed  in  stopping  them,  but  my  powers  are  merely  advisory,  and  my 
advice  is  only  followed  when  pacific  and  conciliatory. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  ROSS  BROWNE, 
Special  Agent,  dx, 

Hon.  A.  B.  Greenwood, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 

San  Francisco,  California,  Navethber  4,  1859. 

Sir:  In  company  with  Mr.  McDuflSe,  I  have  just  visited  the  Indian 
farms  at  the  Fresno  and  King's  river. 

The  Fresno  farm  belongs  to  the  heirs  of  the  late  Captain  Vinson- 
haller,  and  has  been  ditched  and  fenced  at  public  expense,  and  a  heavy 
rent  paid  for  it  since  1854.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  families  of 
Indians,  who  always  lived  there  or  in  that  vicinity,  and  occasioDal 
visits  from  scattered  bands  in  the  foot-hills,  it  has  not,  since  its  estab- 
lishment, at  any  time  been  a  home  for  Indians.  I  have  visited  the 
farm  several  times,  and  have  always  been  informed  by  the  sub-agent 
that  the  Indians  were  away  in  the  nills  getting  berries.  This  was  the 
case  in  May,  in  September,  in  October,  and  in  November.  The  average 
number  there  may  be  fairly  estimated  at  from  twenty  to  thirty.  Last 
winter  the  citizens  of  King's  River  valley  drove  a  few  bands  of  Indians 
over  and  forced  the  sub-agent  to  take  charge  of  them.  Many  of  them 
left  soon  after  and  became  scattered  over  the  San  Joaquin  valley.  As 
nothing  has  ever  been  produced  on  this  farm  since  the  first  year  with 
which  to  feed  Indians,  the  sub-agent  fed  them  principally  on  acorns. 
These  acorns  were  gathered  by  the  Indians  on  King's  river,  and  pur- 
chased of  white  men  by  the  sub-agent,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to 
his  vouchers.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  expense  was  for  hauling 
them  to  the  Fresno.  There  were  thirty-six  horses  and  mules  for  this 
purpose  belonging  to  government,  and  two  government  wagons  at  the 
Fresno ;  but  it  was  deemed  expedient  by  the  sub-agent  to  employ  out- 
side labor  and  teams.  Nothing  appears  to  have  been  done  on  the  ferm 
during  the  past  year.  The  sub-agent  has  built  himself  a  house^  and 
got  a  farm  of  his  own  under  operation  on  an  adjoining  claim,  but  the 
government  farm  is  as  complete  a  desert  as  that  of  the  Colorado.  Not- 
withstanding these  facts,  the  expenditures  of  this  agency  during  the 
past  year  have  reached  the  extraordinary  sum  of  $36,000. 

At  King's  river  farm  good  fences,  barns,  and  houses  have  been  built 
for  the  owner,  Mr.  Campbell,  and  about  a  thousand  bushels  of  grain 
raised,  of  which  he  claims  a  large  portion.  He  has  already  put  in  a 
crop  for  his  own  use  with  the  seed  raised  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians. 
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It  is  useless  under  these  circumstances  to  attempt  to  do  anything  at 
either  of  these  places. 

I  advised  Mr.  McDuffie  to  abolish  them  at  once,  suspend  the  sub- 
agent,  and  discharge  Mr.  Campbell,  and  to  remove  the  government 
property  to  the  Tejon  or  Tule  river  farm.     He  is  still  down  below,  and 
will,  I  presume,  advise  you  of  his  action  \n  the  premises. 
Verv  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  ROSS  BEOWNE, 

Special  Agents  dtc. 
Hon.  A.  B.  Greenwood, 

CommiMioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 


Office  Superintbndent  Indian  Affairs, 
San  Francisco  J  Cal.y  November  19,  1859. 

Sir:  On  the  9th  instant  I  returned  from  a  visit  to  the  Fresno  and 
Kins's  river  Indian  farms,  and  have  the  honor  to  report  that  from  a 
careful  examination  into  their  condition  while  there,  together  with  the 
prospect  of  their  future  usefulness  under  existing  circumstances,  I  was 
induced  to  abandon  them  at  once  on  the  part  of  the  government. 

The  advantages  gained  heretofore  by  the  cultivation  of  these  farms 
has  not  been  at  all  commensurate  with  the  expenses  incurred ;  the 
amount  of  money  paid  for  their  rent  alone  has  been  almost  sufficient 
to  cover  the  entire  value  of  the  crops  raised  upon  them.  Great  neglect 
has  been  shown  by  the  sub-agents  m  charge,  in  guarding  public  prop- 
erty from  decay.  Most  of  the  agricultural  implements  on  hand  are 
useless,  from  the  want  of  proper  care,  the  replacing  of  which  would 
incur  an  expense  the  necessities  of  the  department  will  not  warrant. 
M.  B.  Lewis,  Esq.,  sub-agent  in  charge  of  these  places,  has  been 
directed  by  me  to  collect  all  the  public  property  upon  these  farms 
together ;  to  secure  the  same  from  loss  or  further  injury,  until  instruc- 
tions are  received  from  me ;  to  discharge  all  his  employes,  the  retention 
of  whom  would  be  but  a  useless  expense  to  the  service. 

The  number  of  Indians  supported  upon  these  farms  does  not,  in  my 
opinion,  exceed  fifty,  for  whom  it  is  my  intention  to  purchase  the  food 
necessary  during  the  present  winter,  which  will  prove  to  be  a  more 
economical  system  than  that  of  maintaining  farms  at  exorbitant  rents. 

For  these  reasons  I  have  been  induced  to  take  the  steps  I  have,  and 
trust  that  the  department  will  approve  of  my  action  in  the  matter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Y.  McDUFFIE, 
Superintendent  Indian  Affairs. 

Hon.  A.  B.  Greenwood, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 

Ex.  Doc.  46 2 


18  INDIANS  IN  GiXIfOBNIA. 


San  Francisco,  California, 

September  19,  1859. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
August  2,  ultimo,  requesting  me  to  assist  Mr.  McDuffie  in  the 
performance  of  his  duties  as  superintendent  of  Indian  affiiirs  for 
California,  and,  if  convenient,  accompany  him  in  his  visit  to  the 
reservations. 

I  regret  that  these  instructions  failed  to  reach  me  until  after  Mr. 
McDuffie  had  completed  his  tour  of  inspection.  During  the  past  year 
I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  address  to  the  department  several  communica- 
tions in  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  Indian  service,  and  requesting 
that  instructions  might  be  given,  either  to  myself  or  some  other  person, 
to  take  charge  of  the  public  property  on  the  reservations,  and  prevent 
a  continuance  of  the  abuses  detailed  in  the  written  testimony  of  the 
agents  and  employes.  No  response  reached  me,  and  I  was  at  a  loss  to 
know  what  course  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  department. 

The  affairs  of  the  service  are  now  in  a  very  conftised  condition.  It 
will  require  much  time  and  labor  to  present  them  in  an  intelligible 
form  for  your  consideration. 

A  brief  review  of  the  causes  which  have  led  to  this  result  will  enable 
you  to  form  some  idea  of  the  present  complication  of  affairs  in  this 
superintendency. 

In  April,  1858,  I  forwarded  charges  of  fraud  and  malfcjasance 
against  the  late  superintendent,  T.  J.  Henley,  and  transmittea  addi- 
tional charges  and  proofs  by  nearly  every  succeeding  mail  during  that 
year.  An  allegation  of  prejudice  was  made  against  me  by  the  friends 
of  Mr.  Henley,  and  at  tneir  request  Mr.  G.  Bailey,  an  agent  of  the 
Interior  Department,  was  sent  out  here  especially  to  investigate  this 
subject.  The  witnesses  were  carefully  exammed  by  him  on  each  reser- 
vation, in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Henley  and  myself,  and  the  charges 
were  fully  sustained  in  his  reports  to  the  department.  Nevertheless, 
Mr.  Henley  continued  to  act  in  his  capacity  of  superintendent  up  to 
June  3,  1859,  fourteen  months  after  the  original  charges  were  pre- 
ferred, and  nearly  a  year  after  they  were  proved.  The  agents,  sub- 
agents,  and  employes,  whose  testimony  presented  the  best  evidence  of 
their  unfitness  for  the  trusts  reposed  in  them,  continued  to  act  in  their 
respective  capacities,  and  no  change  took  place  except  a  limitation  of 
the  number  of  employes  on  the  31st  of  December,  1858.  No  remit- 
tance to  pay  the  current  expenses  of  the  reservations,  or  the  wages  of 
the  discharged  employes,  was  received  from  May,  1858,  till  August, 
1859,  during  which  period  there  appears  to  have  been  no  check  upon 
the  expenditures  beyond  the  discretion  of  the  late  superintendent  and 
the  agents,  and  the  jwwer  of  final  approval  vested  in  the  department. 
The  great  evils  experienced  from  this  condition  of  affairs  were:  the 
enhanced  price  of  articles  purchased  on  credit,  arising  from  the  un- 
certainty of  payment ;  the  discontent  of  the  discharged  employes,  who 
had  acquired  some  influence  over  the  Indians ;  and  the  popular  clamor 
thnnighout  the  State  against  what  was  regarded  as  unreasonable  and 
unjustifiable  neglect  of  the  public  interests. 


INDUNS  IK  CALIFORNIA.  19 

Notwithstanding  the  reduced  numher  of  employes  since  Decemher 
31, 1858,  the  agents  and  sub-agents  have  encumbered  the  serrice  with 
debts,  of  which  they  are  either  unable  or  unwilling  to  render  a  correct 
Account;  but  which,  from  the  approximate  estimates  in  the  hands  of 
the  new  superintendent,  .will  probably  exceed  the  entire  appropriation 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1859,  of  which  it  was  supposed  a 
portion  would  be  available  for  the  present  year.  They  have  retained 
a  greater  number  of  employes  than  that  allowed  by  the  instructions  of 
the  department;  they  have  retained  employes  whose  complicity  in 
the  frauds,  heretofore  reported  by  me,  is  demonstrated  by  the  testi- 
mony on  file ;  they  have  kept  running  accounts  at  stores,  and  no  books 
or  accounts  to  show  the  articles  purchased  or  the  prices  agreed  upon ; 
they  can  present  no  vouchers  for  those  purchases,  to  the  correctness  of 
which  they  can  honestly  make  oath;  tbey  have  suffered  the  reserva*- 
tions  to  fall  into  a  state  of  neglect  and  decay  wholly  at  variance  with 
the  published  reports  of  their  prosperity.  The  property  returns  and 
abstracts  of  issues  show  that  the  amount  of  property  accounted  for  is 
but  a  fraction  of  that  which  should  be  on  hand  according  to  Mr. 
Henley's  vouchers.  No  adequate  return  of  the  large  bands  of  cattle, 
for  which  vouchers  have  been  transmitted,  has  been  made ;  and  the 
agents  and  sub-agents  have  &iled  to  show  what  became  of  them. 
The  independent  treasury  act  has  been  violated,  as  shown  by  my 
reports,  in  the  transmission  of  fraudulent  vouchers;  but  no  measures 
have  been  taken  to  enforce  the  law.  Pending  the  abuses  which  have 
arisen  from  these  causes,  the  reservations  have  been  diverted  from 
their  legitimate  purpose,  and  in  some  cases  the  Indians  have  been 
slaughtered  in  consequence  of  alleged  depredations  upon  private  prop- 
erty belonging  to  officers  of  the  superintendency.  Having  alreadv 
made  explicit  statements  covering  many  of  these  points,  I  deem  it 
unnecessary  to  make  a  further  recapitulation  of  the  difficulties  at 
present  existing.  I  am  confident  that  nothing  can  be  done  by  the 
new  superintendent,  under  such  a  complication  of  affairs,  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  the  Indians.  Either  an  entirely  new  regime  must  be 
established,  or  he  will  be  hopelessly  involved  in  trouble,  and  com- 
pelled, by  a  sense  of  justice  to  himself  and  his  sureties,  to  resign. 

By  his  original  instructions,  he  was  required  to  ascertain  the  out- 
standing indebtedness,  and  forward  all  claims  to  the  department  for 
settlement.  While  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  this  inquiry,  a  re- 
mittance of  $80,000  was  made  to  the  agents,  the  application  of  which 
he  was  directed  to  superintend,  in  case  he  had  given  bonds.  Before 
this  order  could  be  complied  with,  the  funds  were  drawn  and  in  the 
hands  of  the  agents,  who,  it  is  presumed,  applied  them  to  the  liquida- 
tion of  outstanding  liabilities.  But  they  have  failed  to  furnish  him 
with  an  intelligible  account  of  the  particular  disbursements  made ;  and 
he  is  at  a  loss  to  know  what  bills  have  been  paid  and  what  remain  to 
be  paid.  Out  of  the  remittance  of  $30,750,  made  directly  to  him,  he 
has  turned  over  such  portion  as  he  could  ascertain  to  be  applicable  to 
the  payment  of  agents,  sub-agents,  incidental  expenses,  and  pay  of 
employes,  up  to  June  30,  1859,  leaving  a  small  balance  applicable  to 
the  general  liabilities  of  the  reservations.  In  San  Francisco  alone  it 
is  estimated  that  $13,000  is  due  for  purchases  made  by  l\i^\^\ft  %\v:^^- 
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intendent.  Some  of  the  dealers  to  whom  this  money  is  due  are  nearly 
ruined  in  consequence  of  the  non-payment  of  their  bills.  But  die 
superintendent  cannot  ascertain  whether  the  goods  so  purchased  e?o 
went  to  the  reservations,  or  what  portion  of  them  were  for  public  or 
private  purposes.  He  is  exceedingly  desirous^f  appeasing  the  clamor 
of  these  creaitors,  but  apprehends  difficulty  in  assuming  to  pay  them, 
without  certificates  of  purchase  from  his  predecessor,  and  the  certificates 
of  the  agents  that  the  goods  were  duly  aelivered.  To  obtain  these  has 
been  his  constant  effort  for  some  time  P&st,  but  without  success. 

Mr.  McDuffie  seems  desirous  of  performing  his  duty  with  credit  to 
the  government;  but  it  will  be  conceded  that  his  position  is  embarass- 
ing.  He  is,  in  some  respects,  an  auditor  of  disbursements  to  be  made 
by  others.  He  has  no  knowledge,  and  can  have  none,  of  theproprietj 
or  disposition  of  the  purchases  made  prior  to  his  appointment,  and  can 
only  object  to  purchases  which  may  be  made  at  any  future  time,  br 
signifying  his  disapproval  upon  the  vouchers  after  the  transaction  has 
taKen  place. 

The  department  has  refused  its  assent  to  any  removals  which  he  has 
recommended,  or  may  in  future  recommend,  without  a  statement  of 
reasons.  He  can  give  no  reasons  without  incurring  the  personal  hos- 
tility of  men  who  have  acquired  a  powerful  influence  over  the  Indians, 
which  they  can,  if  so  inclined,  exercise  to  the  absolute  destruction  of 
the  service.  And  yet  to  continue  with  the  same  officers,  and  under  the 
same  system  which  has  heretofore  obtained,  and  with  results  so  disas- 
trous before  him,  is  utterly  impracticable.  It  is  too  much  to  require 
that  a  new  and  inexperienced  officer  shall  bring  order  out  of  chaos 
with  these  conflicting  elements  around  him. 

I  have,  therefore,  to  recommend,  as  the  only  practical  remedy,  that 
all  the  Indian  agencies  and  sub-agencies  of  California  be  abolished; 
that  the  superintendent  be  authorized  to  hire  a  suitable  person  as  over- 
seer or  farmer,  subject  at  all  times  to  his  orders,  on  each  reservation  and 
farm,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  take  care  of  the  Indians,  and  show  them 
how  to  work ;  and  to  procure  such  other  aid  within  the  limits  of  the 
appropriation  as  may  be  absolutely  necessary.  This  will,  to  some 
extent,  place,  the  affairs  of  the  superin tendency  directly  under  his 
control,  and  preclude  those  conflicting  influences  heretofore  so  disastrous 
in  this  brancn  of  the  public  service. 

In  view  of  the  probability  that  the  appropriation  for  the  last  fiscal 
year  will  be  exhausted  in  the  payment  of  existing  liabilities,  I  have 
advised  Mr.  McDuffie  to  make  nis  estimates  for  the  present  fiscal  year 
within  the  limit  of  $50,000,  which  he  has  done,  and  instructions  to 
limit  the  expenditures  to  that  amount  have  been  issued  to  the  agents. 
A  portion  olthe  year,  however,  from  June  to  September,  has  expired; 
and  during  that  period  the  expenses  have  been  at  the  rate  of  more  than 
$100,000  per  annum.  Nor  have  I  any  confidence  that  after  the  receipt 
of  the  order  they  will  be  brought  within  the  prescribed  limit. 

As  my  only  object  in  this  matter  is  to  present  for  your  consideration 
a  plain  and  truthful  statement  of  facts,  in  order  that  you  may  form  a 
correct  estimate  of  the  difficulties  which  exist,  and  exercise  your  judg- 
ment as  to  the  most  appropriate  remedy,  I  trust  you  will  excuse  the 
frankness  with  which  I  have  referred  to  every  point;  and  accept  the 
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assurance  that  I  shall  render  Mr.  McDuffie  such  aid  as  mj  limited  time 
will  permit,  and  do  all  in  my  power  to  protect  the  interests  of  the , 
service  committed  to  his  charge. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BOSS  BROWNE, 
Special  Agent  Treasury  Department. 
Hon.  A.  B.  Greenwood, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 


Office  Superintendbnt  Indian  Affairs, 

San  FranciscOj  CaHfomia^  October  22,  1859. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  circular  ad- 
dressed by  me  to  the  agents  and  sub-agents  in  this  superintendency, 
and  to  request  that  you  will  give  the  subject  your  early  consideration. 

So  long  as  the  officers  referred  to  are  permitted  to  contract  debts, 
and  expend  public  money  on  their  own  responsibility,  I  can  have  no 
control  over  the  proper  disposition  of  the  limited  appropriation  now 
available  for  Indian  purposes.  The  expenditures  under  that  appro- 
priation have  already  exceeded  the  limits  prescribed  to  the  agents  in 
my  written  orders,  and  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  approve  or  disapprove 
of  bills  incurred  without  my  personal  knowledge.  I  deem  it  essential 
to  the  interests  of  the  service  that  this  species  of  patronage,  out  of 
which  so  many  evils  have  grown,  should  be  withheld  from  subordinate 
officers,  for  whose  management  of  the  public  business  committed  to 
their  charge  I  am  held  responsible.  In  no  other  way  can  I  know  that 
the  funds  appropriated  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians  are  judiciously 
devoted  to  that  purpose. 

I  conceive  that  tne  responsibility  of  keeping  the  Indians  in  subjec- 
tion, and  securing  as  far  as  practicable  a  successful  issue  of  the  reser- 
vation systom,  devolves  ultimately  upon  me,  and  I  am  desirous  that 
all  funds  transmitted  to  me  should  be  devoted  to  the  legitimate  pur- 
poses for  which  they  are  intended^  in  such  a  manner  as  to  secure  the 
greatest  advantage  to  the  Indian  service. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Y.  McDUFFIE, 
Superintendent  Indian  Affairs  for  California. 

Hon.  A.  B.  Greenwood, 

Commissioner  of  hidian  Affairs. 


[Circular.] 

Office  Superintendent  Indian  Affairs, 

San  Francisco,  California,  October  21,  1859. 

Sir:  I  have  to  direct  that  you  will  hereafter  make  no  purchases  of 
goods  or  supplies  of  any  kind  on  account  of  the  Indian  service. 

You  will  transmit  to  me  quarterly  a  requisition  for  all  articles  re- 
quired by  you,  and  I  will  purchase  and  pay  for  them  at  my  own  dis- 
cretion, charging  the  amount  to  your  agency.     UpoxitYi^ wJsL\iW«\^^j}^ 
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ment  of  the  receipt  of  such  supplier,  I  shall  give  you  correqwnding 
credit,  and  transmit  the  account  to  the  department. 

Unless  otherwise  instructed  by  the  department,  I  shall  turn  over  to 
you  such  sums  as  may  be  allowed  by  law,  under  the  limits  of  the  ap- 
propriation, for  your  salary,  and  that  of  the  employes  under  your 
charge,  reserving  to  myself  the  exclusive  right  to  supervise  the  pur- 
chase of  all  goods  and  supplies. 

All  accounts  on  credit  with  any  store  in  your  vicinity,  or  with  any 
person,  must  cease  from  and  aft^r  this  date,  as  I  shall  approve  no  bill* 
or  vouchers  made  contrary  to  this  order. 

I  have  also  to  direct  that  hereafter  you  will  incur  no  traveUng  ex- 
penses without  previous  written  application  to  me,  stating  the  nature 
of  the  service  upon  which  you  contemplate  leaving  your  agency ;  but 
in  case  of  any  emergency  requiring  your  temporary  absence  before  an 
answer  can  be  had,  you  will  advise  me  of  the  fiftct  previous  to  your  d^ 
parture,  and  if,  in  my  judgment,  your  absence  is  ab»olat«ly  required 
•  by  the  interests  of  the  service,  your  account  will  be  passed.     ^     _ 

If  there  is  any  person  not  in  the  public  employ  residing  within  we 
limits  of  your  agency,  or  at  present  sojourning  there  at  public  expeow, 
they  must  at  once  be  removed.  It  is  not  contemplated  to  prohibit 
visitors  from  making  temporary  calls  for  purposes  of  business  or  infor- 
mation, but  you  will,  as  lar  as' practicable,  enforce  the  existing  re^ 
lations  on  this  subject,  which  contemplate  the  exclusion  from  toe 
leservation  of  white  persons  not  connected  with  the  public  service. 

Very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  Y.  McDUFFIE, 
Svpmninident  cf  Indian  Affairs  for  Califomia. 


Tejos  Indian  A^knct, 

Amgugi  9,  1839. 

Stk:  I  left  San  Francisco  on  the  24th  ultimo,  and  since  then  have 
visited  the  different  Indian  agencies,  and  &rms  connected  with  them, 
m  this  southern  portion  of  my  superintendency. 

It  is  my  intention  to  leave  this  evening  for  Los  Angeles,  where  I 
shall  examine  into  the  c^^ndition  of  the  sub-a^rencv  of  the  Colorado 
district,  and  from  thence  I  shall  ^o  to  San  Francisco',  where  I  hope  to 
^nve  on  the  17th  or  ISth  instant.  From  there  I  shall  visit  the 
Klamath,  which  will  complete  the  tour  of  inspection  prescribed  in  my 
letter  ot  instructions. 

I  have  made  every  effort  to  acoomplish  this  examination  in  as  short 
a  time  as  |x>ssible,  but  hare  experience  verr  sneat  delar,  from  the 
jomewh^fct  cv^ntu5^i  state  in  which'l  hare  ^^und  Mtter^,  consequent  on 
the  doK^y  ot  iniblic  niuvls  to  me^t  the  current  indebtedness  of  the  dif- 
K rxut  farms.  1  have,  howerer,  sucw^led  in  2*«in^  €v>mplele  inren- 
tKXTH^  ot  prv^ixw  rxHii^ning  on  hand  on  the^^inh  of  Ust  June,  and 
bav^.  as  ur  as  ti^e^niKic  inienet^t  w.nud  jvrmit,  indkmied  tbe  artide* 
exix^naevt,  and  i>t  liuie  or  ik>  use,  to  W  s^oid 

On  my  arrival  in  ;nui  FnuKisvx>  I  anucij^te  finding  tli«e,  for  my 
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examination  and  transmittal,  full  returns  of  the  indebtedness  of  this 
snperintendency  for  the  past  fiscal  year. 

I  regret  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  you  a  correct  idea  of  the 
present  condition  of  these  reservations,  excepting  through  a  detailed 
report,  which  I  shall  forward  to  the  department  at  the  earliest  practi- 
cable moment. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  Y.  McDUFFIE, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs. 
A.  B.  Greenwood,  Esq% 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 


Office  Superintendent  Indian  Affaibs, 
San  Francisco,  California,  September  4,  1859. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose,  herewith,  my  report  upon  tha 
condition  of  Indian  affairs  in  this  superintendency,  together  with 
inventories  of  public  property  remaining  on  the  different  reservations, 
in  compliance  with  my  instructions  from  the  department,  dated  April 
4,  1859. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Y.  McDUFFIE, 
Superintendent  Indian  Affairs. 
Hon.  A.  B.  Greenwood, 

Commissioner  Indian  Affairs. 


Office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs, 

San  Francisco,  California,  September  4,  1859. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  practicable  after  my  arrival  in  this  State,  I  pro- 
ceeded, in  conformity  to  my  instructions  from  the  department  of  the 
4th  of  April,  to  visit  the  different  Indian  reservations  connected  with 
this  superintendency,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  into  their  present 
condition,  and  of  receiving  from  Colonel  T.  J.  Henley,  the  public  prop- 
erty intrusted  to  him  as  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  for  Cali- 
fornia. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  report  the  following,  as  the  result  of  my 
investigation. 

NOME  LACKEE. 

This  has  generally  been  considered  the  most  prominent  reservation. 
It  is  situated  onthe  edge  of  the  foot-hills,  into  which  the  Coast  range 
breaks,  descending  into  the  Sacramento  valley. 

It  is  said  to  contain  twenty-five  thousand  acres,  and  presents  one  of 
the  first  ranges  for  stock  and  the  production  of  all  kinds  of  small  grain, 
to  be  found  in  the  State.  The  country  is  gently  undulating  from  the 
spur  of  the  Coast  range  to  where  it  strikes  the  Sacramento  x^ll^^  ^  ^ 
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the  season  compelling  them  to  stray,  and  scatter  over  a  large  tract  of 
country  in  search  of  water.  It  was  represented  as  being  impossible  to 
get  an  accurate  account  of  them,  excepting  at  a  general  rode  of  all  the 
cattle  in  the  neighborhood,  which,  at  that  season  of  the  year,  was  im- 
practicable, on  account  of  the  extreme  heat  of  the  weather. 

The  total  number  of  Indians  estimated  to  belong  on  this  reservation 
is  one  thousand.  Many  of  these  visit  the  reserve  only  at  certain  pe- 
riods of  the  year,  when  they  remain  for  a  while  ;  resorting  again  to  the 
hills  as  the  season  for  wild  fruit  approaches.  The  number  present 
during  my  visit  was  upwards  of  six  hundred,  the  half  of  whom  were 
engaged  in  the  labors  of  the  field.  A  number  of  these  people  ap- 
peared intelligent  and  industrious,  understanding  well  and  apparently 
appreciating  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  and  the  management  of  the 
various  machines  used  in  harvesting.  They  appeared  well  disposed 
and  contented,  performing  their  duties  with  spirit  and  alacrity. 

As  this  reservation  is  the  only  one  whose  boundaries  have  been 
definitely  fixed  by  survey,  it  has  assumed  a  position  the  others  cannot  . 
take.     It  is  entirely  free  from  the  intrusion  of  settlers,  and  is  recog- 
nized by  the  community  as  a  point  established  by  the  government  as  a 
reservation. 

In  location  I  looked  upon  it  as  being  in  many  respects  disadvan- 
tageous. Situated  in  the  center  of  one  of  the  most  thriving  counties 
in  the  State,  the  surrounding  country  is  being  rapidly  settled,  and  be- 
fore lon^  the  entire  reserve  will  be  pressed  in  upon  all  sides  by  a  busy 
population.  The  interests  of  a  farming  community  are  never  identi- 
cal with  those  of  an  Indian  farm,  and  the  proximity  of  the  whites 
always  leads  to  disaffection  among  the  Indians.  Isolation  from  these 
influences,  which  is  a  great  consideration  in  the  selection  of  an  Indian 
reservation,  it  here  out  of  the  question.  Apart  from  this,  Nome 
Lackee  possesses  but  few  attractions  to  other  Indians  than  those  whose 
immediate  home  it  has  ever  been.  Game  of  every  kind  is  scarce,  it 
possesses  no  fishery,  and  the  usual  crop  of  acorns  so  eagerly  sought  by 
the  Indians  is  not  to  be  found  here;  hence,  I  consider  that,  while  the 
county  of  Tehama  is  deprived  of  one  of  its  finest  tracts  of  land,  an  in- 
adequate advantage  occurs  to  the  government. 

NOME  CULT. 

This  valley  lies  in  the  Coast  range,  and  is  about  sixty  miles  south- 
west of  Nome  Lackee.  The  trail  to  it  leads  directly  over  an  elevated 
portion  of  the  Coast  range  which  divides  the  waters  of  Eel  river  from 
those  of  the  Sacramento.  The  estimated  elevation  of  this  ridge  is 
four  thousand  feet,  and  at  this  late  season  of  the  year  snow  was  lying 
in  deep  drifts  upon  its  northern  face.  The  trail  from  Nome  Lackee  is 
a  good  one,  and  is  practicable  for  pack-trains  during  a  large  portion 
of  the  year — wood,  water,  and  grass  being  found  in  abundance. 

The  valley  runs.northwest  and  southeast,  and  contains  about  twenty 
thousand  acres. 

An  Indian  farm  was  established  in  the  northern  portion  of  it  by 
Colonel  T.  J.  Henley,  late  superintendent,  sometime  in  the  year  1856. 
It  has  been  conducted  with  some  success,  and  contrasts  now  favorabl 
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distance  of  twelve  miles.  The  hills  are  covered  with  a  luxuriant  grovtk 
of  wild  oats,  indicating  the  character  of  the  soil,  and  every  attempt  si 
cultivation  is  rewarded  hy  an  abundant  harvest.  In  consequence  of 
the  scarcity  of  water,  but  little  success  is  met  with  in  the  cultivatioii 
of  vegetables,  melons,  &c.,  so  much  desired  as  an  article  of  Indiaa 
food. 

There  has  been  cultivated  during  the  past  season  about  800  acres, 
mostly  in  small  grain,  out  of  which  150  acres  of  wheat  was  almost 
totally  destroyed  by  smut.  These  800  acres  are  divided  into  small  &rmfi, 
some  distance  apart,  but  all  within  the  circumference  of  seven  miles; 
the  richest  bottoms  only  being  selected  for  cultivation,  causing  this 
sepai'ation.  In  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of  timber  in  the  immediate 
vicinity,  the  nearest  being  found  in  the  Coast  range,  twelve  miles  dis- 
tant, but  little  fencing  has  been  done,  so  that  these  districts  of  culti- 
vated land  are  at  all  times  open  to  the  ravages  of  cattle,  being  protected 
only  by  the  vigilance  of  those  persons  in  whose  immediate  charge  thej 
,  are.  However  much  this  is  to  be  regretted,  and  notwithstandmg  the 
unprotected  appearance  it  gives  the  farms,  it  is,  I  think,  in  a  great 
measure  unavoidable,  as  the  procuring  of  timber  from  the  mountains 
would  entail  an  expense  which  the  necessities  of  the  reservation  will 
not  warrant. 

The  grain,  wheat,  barley,  and  rye,  were  being  harvested  during  my 
visit.  But  an  approximate  estimate  of  its  yield  could  be  made.  The 
growth  appeared  to  be  luxuriant,  and  it  was  estimated  that  it  would 
be  15,000  bushels.  Should  the  crop  reach  this  amount,  the  result  wiU 
be  gratifying,  inasmuch  as  it,  together  with  the  remainder  of  the  last 
harvest,  will  materially  lessen  the  expense  of  the  reservation  during 
the  coming  year.  A  large  garden  has  also  been  attempted ;  some  labor 
has  been  expended  upon  it,  but  with  little  success ;  a  few  fruit  trees 
and  vegetables  of  but  little  value  being  all  that  is  left  to  testify  to  the 
efforts  of  a  gardener. 

As  will  be  seen  on  the  accompanying  inventory  of  property,  a  num- 
ber of  houses  have  been  built.  Many  of  these  are  small  wooden  struc- 
tures, of  but  small  value,  though  answering  the  purposes  for  which 
they  were  intended.  Those  in  the  neighborhood  of  headquarters  are 
substantially  built,  mostly  of  adobe,  and  serve  as  comfortable  residences 
for  the  employes.  The  farming  improvements,  barns,  corrals,  &c.,  are 
of  that  durable  character  usually  used  on  the  frontier.  These  buildings 
are  located  on  different  parts  of  the  reserve,  mostly  adjacent  to  the 
farms. 

There  is  also  on  this  reservation  a  band  of  California  mares,  with 
which  a  number  of  colts  and  a  few  mule  colts  are  running.  I  have 
ordered  them  to  be  sold  under  my  general  instructions,  as  they  are  of 
but  small  value  to  the  government,  and  a  source  of  some  expense.  I 
am  confident  that  the  raising  of  stock  on  these  reservations  will  never 
prove  profitable,  unless  it  is  entirely  separated  from  every  other  in- 
terest, and  held  to  a  strict  and  particular  accountability  by  itself. 

I  was  unable  to  ascertain  the  exact  number  of  stock  cattle  belonging 
to  this  reservation.  The  agent  estimates  them  (after  deducting  the 
number  that  have  been  killed  for  food)  to  be  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  head.     But  few  of  these  were  to  be  seen,  the  lateness  of 
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the  season  compelling  them  to  stray,  and  scatter  over  a  large  tract  of 
country  in  search  of  water.  It  was  represented  as  being  impossible  to 
get  an  accurate  account  of  them,  excepting  at  a  general  rode  of  all  the 
cattle  in  the  neighborhood,  which,  at  that  season  of  the  year,  was  im- 
practicable, on  account  of  the  extreme  heat  of  the  weather. 

The  total  number  of  Indians  estimated  to  belong  on  this  reservation 
is  one  thousand.  Many  of  these  visit  the  reserve  only  at  certain  pe- 
riods of  the  year^  when  they  remain  for  a  while  ;  resorting  again  to  the 
hills  as  the  season  for  wild  fruit  approaches.  The  number  present 
during  my  visit  was  upwards  of  six  hundred,  the  half  of  whom  were 
engaged  in  the  labors  of  the  field.  A  number  of  these  people  ap- 
peared intelligent  and  industrious,  understanding  well  and  apparently 
appreciating  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  and  the  management  of  the 
various  machines  used  in  harvesting.  They  appeared  well  disposed 
and  contented,  performing  their  duties  with  spirit  and  alacrity. 

As  this  reservation  is  the  only  one  whose  boundaries  have  been 
definitely  fixed  by  survey,  it  has  assumed  a  position  the  others  cannot  . 
take.     It  is  entirely  &ee  from  the  intrusion  of  settlers,  and  is  recog- 
nized by  the  community  as  a  point  established  by  the  government  as  a 
reservation. 

In  location  I  looked  upon  it  as  being  in  many  respects  disadvan- 
tageous. Situated  in  the  center  of  one  of  the  most  thriving  counties 
in  the  State,  the  surrounding  country  is  being  rapidly  settled,  and  be- 
fore long  the  entire  reserve  will  be  pressed  in  upon  all  sides  by  a  busy 
population.  The  interests  of  a  farming  community  are  never  identi- 
cal with  those  of  an  Indian  farm,  and  the  proximity  of  the  whites 
always  leads  to  disaffection  among  the  Indians.  Isolation  from  these 
influences,  which  is  a  great  consideration  in  the  selection  of  an  Indian 
reservation,  it  here  out  of  the  question.  Apart  from  this,  Nome 
Lackee  possesses  but  few  attractions  to  other  Indians  than  those  whose 
immediate  home  it  has  ever  been.  Game  of  every  kind  is  scarce,  it 
possesses  no  fishery,  and  the  usual  crop  of  acorns  so  eagerly  sought  by 
the  Indians  is  not  to  be  found  here;  hence,  I  consider  that,  while  the 
county  of  Tehama  is  deprived  of  one  of  its  finest  tracts  of  land,  an  in- 
adequate advantage  occurs  to  the  government. 

NOMB  CULT. 

This  valley  lies  in  the  Coast  range,  and  is  about  sixty  miles  south- 
west of  Nome  Lackee.  The  trail  to  it  leads  directly  over  an  elevated 
portion  of  the  Coast  range  which  divides  the  waters  of  Eel  river  from 
those  of  the  Sacramento.  The  estimated  elevation  of  this  ridge  is 
four  thousand  feet,  and  at  this  late  season  of  the  vear  snow  was  lying 
in  deep  drifts  upon  its  northern  face.  The  trail  from  Nome  Lackee  is 
a  good  one,  and  is  practicable  for  pack-trains  during  a  large  portion 
of  the  year — wood,  water,  and  grass  being  found  in  abundance. 

The  valley  runs.northwest  and  southeast,  and  contains  about  twenty 
thousand  acres. 

An  Indian  farm  was  established  in  the  northern  portion  of  it  by 
Colonel  T.  J.  Henley,  late  superintendent,  sometime  in  the  year  1856. 
It  has  been  conducted  with  some  success,  and  contrasts  now  favorabVj 
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with  Nome  Lackee.  It  oontams  about  four  thousand  acres,  a  large 
portion  of  which  is  inclosed  by  a  substantial  oak-rail  fence^  all  of 
which  y  under  the  superintendency  of  white  employes,  has  been  accom- 
plished by  Indian  labor.  Several  comfortable  log  houses  have  heen 
erected  at  the  headquarters  and  surrounded  by  an  oak  palisade ;  others 
of  a  less  costly  character  have  been  built  on  convenient  parts  of  the 
farm.  A  large  number  of  small  log  huts  have  been  also  put  up  for 
the  use  of  the  Indians,  which  I  am  told  they  occupy  during  the  winter 
months. 

About  three  hundred  acres  have  been  cultivated  this  season,  two 
hundred  of  which  was  planted  in  small  grain,  one  hundred  in  corn, 
and  the  remainder  in  vegetables. 

The  crops  were  being  harvested  during  my  visit,  and  promised  from 
their  appearance  to  yield  abundantly,  excepting  one  hundred  acres  of 
wheat  which  was  destroyed  by  smut. 

Vegetables  of  every  variety  grow  here  with .  great  luxuriance,  and 
com  of  a  superior  quality  can  be  raised. 

During  tne  spring  and  summer  a  large  portion  of  this  valley  is 
covered  with  a  rich  growth  of  clover.  Wild  potatoes,  and  other 
nutricious  roots  much  desired  by  the  Indians,  are  to  be  found  in  large 
quantities. 

Oak  timber  of  a  superior  size  and  quality  abounds  here,  producing 
au;rop  of  acorns  which  contributes  largely  to  the  support  of  Indians. 
Difficulties  have  arisen  between  the  settlers  and  the  Indians  on  account 
of  this  source  of  subsistence  being  somewhat  cut  off  from  the  numerous 
bands  of  cattle  running  in  this  range  by  the  Indian  harvest. 

Water  can  be  obtained  by  digging  twelve  or  fifteen  feet  in  any  por- 
tion of  the  valley,  and  quite  a  number  of  living  springs  are  scattered 
over  its  face.  The  season  of  vegetation  is  later  in  this  region  than  in 
the  Sacramento  valley  by  about  one  month. 

Cut  off  from  the  settlements  and  inclosed  upon  all  sides  by  mount- 
ains, possessing  every  q^uality  in  the  soil  for  the  successful  cultivation 
of  a  farm,  and  containing  an  abundance  of  those  wild  products  so 
desired  by  Indians,  I  know  of  no  place  within  this  State  so  well  fitted 
for  an  Indian  reservation  as  it.  If  bounded  on  one  side  by  Eel  river 
and  on  the  other  by  the  mountain  shed,  this  reservation  would  possess 
advantages  rarely  to  be  found. 

In  order,  however,  that  the  reservation  system  should  be  carried  on 
with  a  prospect  of  success  in  this  region,  I  deem  it  essential  that  the 
entire  valley  should  be  occupied  by  it,  and  that  the  settlers  now  hold- 
ing claims  should  be  induced  to  move  out  of  it.  I  look  upon  this  as 
absolutely  necessary  to  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  reservation 
system  in  this  place.  A  number  of  cattle  belonging  to  the  government 
are  running  at  large  in  this  valley.  I  endeavored  to  have  them  ool- 
lected,  but  found  it  impossible  excepting  at  a  rate  of  compensation 
which  I  did  not  consider  the  case  warranted.  The  number  is  said  to 
be  three  hundred  and  fifty.  I  was  enabled  to  couat  upwards  of  three 
hundred  of  them,  but  declined  to  receive  them  until  they  were  all 
collected,  and  properly  branded  with  a  uniform  mark.  At  present  a 
large  number  of  them  bear  the  mark  of  their  original  owner,  and  in 
general  they  are  so  much  mixed  up  with  those  belonging  to  settlers, 
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that  I  was  Gonvinoed  a  correct  account  could  not  be  taken  excepting  at 
a  general  rode. 

It  is  my  intention  to  visit  this  iralley  again,  in  company  with  Colonel 
Henley,  later  in  the  fall,  when  I  shall  receipt  to  him  for  such  as  are 
turned  over  to  me,  and  advertise  the  same  immediately  for  sale. 

MENDOCINO. 

This  reservation  extends  from  Hare  creek  to  a  short  distance  above 
the  Bedator — distance  about  ten  miles,  and  is  three  miles  wide.  It  is 
particularly  well  situated  for  a  reservation,  abounding  in  the  natural 
Bources  of  Indian  subsistence.  Fish  of  various  kinds  abound,  besides 
the  usual  quantity  of  seeds  and  edible  roots  in  the  vicinity.  A  fishery 
exists  in  the  Noyo  river,  where  a  considerable  supply  of  sialmon  can  be 
caught  every  season  for  the  use  of  the  Indians. 

Although  grain  does  not  thrive  in  this  region  in  consequence  of  the 
cold  sea  breezes,  vegetables  can  be  cultivated  with  great  success.  There 
has  been  from  four  to  five  hundred  acres  cultivated  this  season,  which 
will  probably  yield  a  fair  average  crop.  The  greater  portion  of  the 
land  under  cultivation  is  of  a  light,  sandy  character.  Farms  are  es- 
tablished at  different  points  on  this  reserve,  taking  advantage  of  the 
best  locations.  The  first  is  Bald  Hill,  four  miles,  and  the  second, 
Bedator,  two  miles  from  headquarters. 

At  each  of  these  farms  small  rancheros  are  established,  containing  a 
few  families,  &om  whom  the  necessary  working  hands  are  obtained. 
As  a  general  thing  these  families  appeared  well  clothed,  though  they 
expressed  themselves  much  dissatisfied  with  their  condition. 

The  total  number  of  Indians  residing  on  this  reservation  does  not 
exceed  five  hundred,  although,  I  am  convinced,  a  greater  number  visit 
the  reserve  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  and  by  judicious  manage- 
ment could  be  induced  to  remain  permanently. 

A  number  of  houses  have  been  built  as  quarters  for  the  employes. 
These  are  of  an  ordinary^  though  comfortable  character.  Those  com- 
posing the  headquarters  are  small,  though  well  constructed.  The 
olacksmiths'  and  carpenters'  shops  are  sufficiently  large  and  com- 
modious, and  the  barns  are  superior  in  character  to  any  I  have  seen  on 
the  reservations. 

.  The  different  articles  enumerated  on  my  inventory  as  farming  tools 
are  very  much  worn,  and  will  require  replacing  before  long. 

Considering  the  natural  advantages  this  reservation  possesses,  it 
does  not  prevent  a  thriving  appearance. 

The  number  of  resident  Indians  should  be  increased ;  a  larger  quantity 
of  land  should  be  cultivated,  and  more  attention  paid  to  the  moral  and 
physical  condition  of  the  Indians. 

I  have  to  report  to  the  department  the  existence  of  a  steam  saw-mill 
on  this  reservation  under  tne  direction  of  private  individuals.  It  is 
situated  at  the  mouth  of  the  Noyo  river,  about  six  hundred  yards  from 
the  headquarters.  The  department  is  familiar  with  the  particulars 
attending  the  erection  of  this  mill.  At  present,  I  regard  it  as  an  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  tbe  future  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  Indians,  subject- 
ing them  to  the  baneful  influence  of  a  class  of  white  men^  whofift  vql- 
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terests  are  in  no  way  identified  with  them,  and  who  have  no  sympailiT 
for  their  condition.  The  utmost  effort  on  the  part  of  the  agent  b 
charge  of  this  mill,  who  seems  inclined  to  support  the  laws  and  regih 
lations  of  the  reserve,  cannot  abate  the  evil  attending  this  proximitr 
of  the  whites. 

Intemperance  and  disease  are  among  the  evils  which  must  inevitaUj 
attend  these  people  so  long  as  they  are  subjected  to  these  inflnenoeL 
Apart  from  these  considerations,  the  operation  of  logging  encroaches 
upon  and  injures  the  salmon  fishery  in  the  Noyo  river,  which  is  one 
of  the  natural  resources  of  the  place. 

A  private  store  for  the  vending  of  goods  to  Indians  and  employei, 
has  been  for  some  time  carried  on  here  by  permission,  I  understand, 
of  the  late  superintendent.  So  convinced  am  I  of  the  unavoidable  evih 
attending  all  such  licenses  upon  reservations,  that  I  shall  revoke  the 
permission  granted  in  this  instance,  at  once.  With  the  view  of  sep- 
arating the  Indians  for  the  time  being  from  the  influences  referred 
to,  the  agent  has  been  directed  to  remove  them  immediately  after 
harvest  from  the  headquarters  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  Bedator; 
leaving  only  force  enough  to  carry  on  the  current  business  of  the  place, 
I  was  induced  to  this  step  from  a  hope  that  means  may  be  devised  for 
the  removal  of  these  evils. 

FRESNO. 

This  agency  is  situated  on  the  Fresno  river,  a  small  stream  which 
rises  in  the  Sierra  Nevada  and  sinks  early  in  the  summer,  shortly 
after  entering  the  San  Joaquin  plains,  but  empties  in  the  San  Joaquin 
river  during  the  winter  or  rainy  season. 

A  farm  was  established  here  upon  the  property  of  Mr.  Vinsonhaller, 
some  years  ago,  for  the  support  of  the  Foot-^hill  Indians,  and  such  other 
tribes  as  might  be  induced  to  reside  in  the  plains.  If  this  farm  ever 
did  afford  the  home  and  protection  for  which  it  was  established,  the 
period  has  passed  when  it  can  be  of  the  slightest  service.  Constant 
droughts  and  failure  of  the  crops  from  year  to  year  has  convinced  me 
of  the  inutility  of  any  further  attempts  at  its  cultivation. 

The  improvements  existing  are  of  little  value  to  the  owner  of  the 
property,  and  of  none  to  government.  The  quantity  of  land  cultivated 
this  year  is  trifling  and  the  crops  of  little  value.  The  great  scarcity  of 
water  renders  every  effort  at  farming  on  the  part  of  the  Indians  abor- 
tive, and  irrigation  is  attended  with  great  labor  and  expense.  As  ap- 
pears on  the  inventory,  the  amount  of  public  property  on  this  place  is 
small  and  is  much  worn.  Ten  thousand  pounds  of  wheat  is  all  that 
remains  on  the  reserve  for  the  present  year. 

For  these  reasons,  and  the  fact  that  the  number  of  Indians  upon 
it  does  not  warrant  its  support,  I  think  it  expedient  to  incur  no  further 
expense  upon  this  farm,  and  shall  take  the  necessary  steps  to  abandon 
it  as  soon  as  possible. 

king's  ktver. 

This  farm  is  attached  to  the  Fresno  agency,  and  is  in  charge  of  Mr. 
William  Campbell,  who  claims  the  property.     I  consider  that  the 
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rent  asked  for  this  place  does  not  authorize  its  occupation  for  a  longer 
period  than  possible.  It  is  situated  on  the  right  bank  of  King's  river, 
contains  some  good  soil,  and  is  well  watered.  There  is  an  abund- 
ance of  timber  upon  it  for  fencing  purposes,  and  in  other  respects  pos- 
sesses advantages,  but  is  too  closely  surrounded  hy  settlers  to  answer 
the  purposes  of  an  Indian  agency. 

The  Indians  living  here  belong  to  the  valley  adjacent  and  to  King's 
river.  They  are  few  in  number,  and  would  be  contented  to  remain,  if 
secure  from  the  attacks  of  a  large  number  of  persons  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, who  are  opposed  to  their  doing  so. 

About  two  hundred  acres  have  been  cultivated  by  the  Indians ; 
mostly  in  wheat  and  barley. .  Some  corn  has  been  raised,  for  which 
the  soil  is  well  adapted,  but  has  been  mostly  destroyed  by  animala 
running  at  large.  The  improvements  consists  of  a  well-built  brick 
house,  the  residence  of  the  overseer,  Mr.  Campbell,  and  a  substantial 
barn  and  out-houses. 

The  quantity  of  grain  on  hand  from  this  year's  crop  is  about  eight 
hundred  bushels  of  wheat  and  a  thousand  bushels  of  barley,  together 
with  four  or  five  tons  of  hay.  The  grain  is  well  stored,  and  the  hay 
secured  in  stacks. 

The  amount  of  public  property  used  here  in  farming  is  small,  and, 
like  that  at  the  Fresno,  mucn  worn. 

TBJON. 

This  reservation  is  situated  at  the  extreme  southern  base  of  the 
Sierra  Nevada,  where  they  join  the  Coast  range  of  mountains. 

In  consequence  of  the  great  scarcity  of  water  but  little  has  been  ac- 
complished here  for  several  years  past. 

The  number  of  Indians  estimated  to  belong  to  this  reserve  is  six 
hundred.  I  visited  most  of  the  rancheros,  and  saw,  perhaps,  two 
hundred  souls.  Many  of  these  are  residents  of  the  locality,  known 
as  the  Tejon  tribe.  Most  of  the  labor  is  performed  by  them,  having 
in  years  past  acquired  some  knowledge  of  farming  by  a  residence  on 
the  missions.  Some  of  the  principal  chiefs  have  small  farms  allotted 
to  them,  which  they  cultivate  for  their  own  exclusive  benefit.  The 
farming  for  the  general  support  of  the  Indians  has  not  been  successful 
for  the  reasons  cited. 

There  is  collected  here  a  considerable  amount  of  public  property, 
most  of  which  is  old  and  worn  out.  The  public  buildings,  exclusive 
of  headquarters,  connected  with  this  agency  are  situated  at  intervals 
over  a  few  miles  where  there  has  been  some  cultivation. 

Those  composing  the  headquarters  are  well  built  of  adobe,  and  being 
surrounded  by  a  luxuriant  vineyard  and  orchard  containing  a  variety 
of  fruits,  such  as  fi^s,  pomegranates,  peaches,  and  apples,  presents  an 
appearance  of  comfort  and  cleanliness  hardly  to  be  expected  in  this 
region. 

A  small  farm  at  Tule  river  has  been  established  in  connection  with 
this  agency.  On  it  some  corn  has  been  raised  this  season,  and  con- 
Biderable  improvement  made.  The  number  of  Indians  collected  here 
is  about  three  hundred,  and  this  number  can  be  increased.  It  has 
always  been  the  home  of  a  very  considerable  tribe,  who  are  contenfcfed. 
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and  willing  to  rem&in;  but  the  country  is  rapidly  being  settled,  and 
public  sentiment  is  aeainst  their  doing  so. 

The  land  upon  which  this  farm  is  located  belongs  to  a  printe 
citizen,  with  whom  I  have  made  arrangements  for  the  pr^ent  for  iti 
continued  occupation,  until  a  more  suitable  home  can  be  prorided  h 
these  Indians.  I  am  convinced,  from  recent  reports,  that  the  coantir 
in  the  vicinity  of  Oucus  river  is  well  adapted  for  an  Indian  reserva- 
tion. Should  it  be  reserved  by  tlie  government  for  Indian  purposes, 
as  I  am  informed  it  is  contemplated,  its  location  indicates  it  to  be  a 
suitable  place  for  the  Fresno,  King's  River,  and  Tule  River  Indians. 
Then  they  would  be  removed  from  influences  that  are  now  rapidlj 
destroying  them,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  they  now  live  in 
would  be  relieved  from  a  source  of  great  complaint  by  their  remo?»l 
there.  In  this  event  I  would  suggest  the  abandonment  of  the  Fresno, 
King's  River,  Tule  river,  and  the  Tejon  Indian  reservation,  leaving 
only  a  sub-agent  to  visit  those  few  bands  of  Indians  remaining  in  ^ 
valleys,  administering  to  their  immediate  wants,  and  to  offer  induce- 
ments to  them  to  seek  an  asylum  at  Oucus  River  reservation.  Should 
this  policy  be  pursued,  I  am  confident  it  would  be  but  a  short  tinie 
before  these  valleys  would  be  entirely  free  from  their  presence. 

The  number  of  Indians  residing  in  the  vicinity  of  San  Diego  is  very 
considerable.  I  am  informed  that  they  are  well  disposed,  and  support 
themselves  in  many  instances  by  the  cultivation  of  small  patches  of 
land.  I  have  deemed  it  essential  that  a  special  agent  should  frei^uently 
visit  them,  preserving  friendly  relations  with  them  by  the  distribution 
of  seed  and  agricultural  implements,  until  such  a  time  as  the  govern- 
ment may  be  enabled  to  procure  a  suitable  location  for  a  small  farm  for 
their  use,  which  I  consider  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  Indians  and 
to  the  interests  of  the  community  amon^  whom  they  live. 

Much  trouble  has  been  experienced  m  this  and  other  narts  of  the 
country  by  these  roving  bands  of  Indians.  Unless  a  suitaole  home  is 
provided  for  them,  it  is  difficult  to  devise  a  plan  for  the  remedy  of  thia 
evil.  Their  present  condition  is  much  to  be  deplored,  as  they  are  fre- 
quently, no  doubt,  induced  from  want  to  commit  depredations  upon 
tne  property  of  settlers,  which  is  too  frequently  punished  with  an  unre- 
lentmg  hand.  Difficulties  occasioned  in  this  way  in  Round  valley  and 
its  vicinity  are  at  present  particularly  to  be  lamented. 

The  killing  of  Indians  is  a  daily  occurrence  there.  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances, it  is  difficult  to  ascertain  the  actual  cause  of  complaint. 
The  Indians  are  accused  of  killing  cattle  and  other  stock  belonging  to 
settlers,  but  the  evidences  of  it  produced  are  not,  in  my  opinion,  suffi- 
cient to  substantiate  the  charge.  Efforts  are  being  constantly  made 
to  quiet  the  existing  feeling  against  these  miserable  people,  and  to 
gatner  them  upon  the  reservations,  where  they  shall  be  protected ; 
but  with  little  success.  If  some  means  be  not  speedily  devised,  hy 
which  the  unauthorized  expeditions  that  are  constantly  out  in  search 
of  them  can  be  restrained,  they  will  soon  be  exterminated. 

I  beg  respectfully  to  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  having 
the  Indian  reservations  in  this  State  officially  surveyed.  Great  trouble 
has  been  experienced  heretofore  by  the  agents  in  holding  exclusive 
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possession  of  the  lands  designated  by  the  government  for  Indian  pur- 
poses, for  the  want  of  definitely  fixed  boundaries. 

I  regret  that  the  limited  time  allotted  me  for  the  accomplishment  of 
this  duty  precluded  the  possibility  of  my  visiting  those  portions  of  this 
superintendency  north  of  Mendocino  and  south  of  the  Tejon.  Recent 
reports  from  D.  E.  Buel,  Esq.,  a^ent  at  the  Klamath,  convinces  me, 
however,  that  his  reservation  is  m  a  prosperous  condition.  As  it  is 
my  intention  to  visit  this  reservation  immediately,  I  shall  make  it  the 
subject  of  a  special  report. 

Great  effort  has  been  made  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  indebtedness 
of  the  reservations,  as  required  in  my  instructions  ;  but,  as  yet,  the 
returns  of  the  different  agents  have  not  been  completed.  I  hope,  how- 
ever, to  be  able  to  report  in  full  upon  this  subject  before  long. 

The  embarrassed  condition  of  this  superintendency  suggests  many 
subjects  that  should  be  laid  before  the  department,  but  which  I  am 
compelled  to  defer,  on  account  of  the  limited  time  allowed  me  for  the 
preparation  of  this  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  

J.  Y.  McDUFFIE, 
Superintendent  cf  Indian  Affairs  for  Calif amia. 

Hon.  A.  B.  Greenwood, 

Commisaumer  of  Indian  Affairs. 
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Inventory  ofpvblic  property  remaining  on  hand  at  Nome  Ladkee  Ind 
reservation,  {V.  E.  Geiger^  agent,)  on  the  30th  of  June,  1859. 


Articlen. 


3  axes,  broad 

3  axes,  hand 

20  axes,  felling 

6  ax  handles 

3  anvils ., 

34  augers,  assorted , 

6  auger  bits 

3  auger  handles 

100  pounds  alfalfs  seed.... 
3  cans  axle  grease 

5  bedsteads 

3  brace  stocks 

1  bell,  church 

1  bell,  hand 

3  bars,  leading,  pairs  of. 

7  bridles,  riding 

32  bridles,  harness 

12  blankets,  pairs  of. 

1  set  of  wagon  boxes.... 

2  brooms 

1  block  and  puUies,  set. 

16  buckets 

156  buoys,  cedar 

1  brush,  paint 

1  bellows,  blacksmith... 
12  bottles,  glass 

2  caldrons 

12  pounds  candles 

6  candlesticks 

1  set  of  casters 

32  chains,  log 

18  chisels 

1  coffee-mill 

2  curry-combs 

2  pair  of  compasses 

1  compass,  coopers' 

2  clocks , 

2  crowbars , 

12  cups  and  saucers , 

6  cups,  tin 

1  churn , 

26  cradles,  grain 

6  chairs , 

1  crow,  coopers' , 

4  handcuffs 

3  ankle-cuffs 

1  can,  tin 

3  dippers 


6  dishes. 


4  doubletrees,  sets 

1  eraser 

1  funnel,  glass 

6  files,  assorted 

24  forks,  hay  and  grain. 

1  flask,  powder 

2  g<^ugc>)  carpenters'... 

5  n'indstones 

4  names,  pairs  of. 

4  hubs,  wagon 

10  harrows 


Condition. 


Gh>od  order.. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

, do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Much  worn.. 

do 

, do 

do 

, do 

do 

do 

do 

Good  order. 

do 

Much  worn. 
Good  order. 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Good  order 
Worn 


Broken 

Worn 

do 

do 

do 

Much  worn 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Remarks. 


Many  of  these  article 
on  Nome  Cult  Ii 
farm,  which  is  atti 
to  Nome  Lackee  age 


Hospital  department. 


Hospital  department. 
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Articles. 


Condition. 


7  sets  of  harness Much  worn 


6 
1 
2 


10  hammers,  assorted 

3  hatchets 

35  hoes 

horse  blankets 

hoe,  coopers' 

inkstands 

300  pounds  iron,  assorted, 

10  pounds  iron,  sad 

1  case  of  instruments.... 

1  jointer,  coopers*.. 

1  Knife,  shoeing: 

6  knives,  butcher 

knives,  drawing 

set  knives  and  forks.., 

knife,  farriers' , 

lantern 

level,  spirit 


2 
1 
1 
1 
1 


8  mattresses. 


1  mill,  fanning 

1  mill,  flour 

1  mill,  corn 

1  mold,  bullet 

1  mortar  and  pestle . 

6  overalls,  pairs  of.. 

16  oars 

24  oxbows 

30  ox  yokes 

1  ox  cart 

6  pillows,  assorted.. 

12  pillow  cases 

10  planes,  assorted  ... 

4  reams  letter  paper 
12  picks 

1  pin,  rolling 

41  plows,  assorted.... 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
do. 


Part  lost 

Good  order........ 

New 

Old  and  useless... 
Good  order 


37  plow-points 

1  plow,  carpenter's 

1  punch,  saddler's 

8  pots,  watering 

2  pitchers 

1  press,  clothes 

2  pistols,  (revolvers) 

18  rakes,  hay 

4  rasps,  (horse  and  shoe) 

9  rifles 

1  ruler 

1  rasp,  wood 

1  rule,  carpenter's 

12  spoons,  assorted 

18  scythe  stones 

6  saddles,  pack 

2  salt  cellars 

11  saddles,  riding.... 

4  saws,  cross-cut 

5  saws,  hand...! 

1  saw,  whip 

1  saw  setter 

2  scales,  (balance  and  platform). 
1  scale,  balance 

16  spades  


Much  worn  and  in 

bad  condition. 
Good  order ».. 


Good  order. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do...... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Foi 
1 


Ex.  Doc.  46- 


34 


INDIANS  IN  CALIFORNIA. 


INVENTORY— Continued. 


Articles. 


3 

1 

180 

1 

19 
1 
7 
1 

90 
8 
6 
3 

12 
1 
1 
2 

24 
3 
3 
1 

12 
4 
2 
6 
2 
4 
6 
3 
2 
2,000 


1 
1 
5 
1 
1 
1 
1 


screws,  bench 

screw,  (plate  and  dies)  .... 

sickles 

skiff 

shovels 

skimmer 

stoves,  cooking 

stove,  office 

feet  of  stove-pipe 

stove-pipe  joints 

spurs,  pairs  of 

squares 

scythes  and  sheaths 

scythe  brush 

pair  of  shears 

shaves,  draw 

spokes,  wagon 

seives 

trowels,  mason's 

thresher  and  horse-power. 

tumblers 

tongs,  smith's 

thermometers  ..,% 

tubs,  wash 

vises,  smith's 


waeons 

wedges 

wheels,  well  ,^, 

wrenches 

pounds  wool... 


BvUdit^. 


blacksmith  shop .. 
carpenter's  shop  .. 
dwelling-houses... 
kitchen  and  house 
stable  and  barn  ... 

bake-house , 

small  building 


Condition. 


Wortliless 


Good  order. 
In  use 


New 

do 

In  use 

Good  order. 
do 


Bad 


Bad  condition 


4  buildings,  store  houses 
1  building,  dwelling 


Frame  .. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 


Adobe  .. 
do. 


1  dwelling-house Frame 


1  bam 

1  stable 

3  Indian  houses.... 

1  log  ejainery , 

1  dwelling-house., 

3  log  houses , 

4  dwelling-houses 


34  houses 


Sioek, 


240  head  of  wild  horses. 
86  oxen,  (working)..., 

25  horses 

19  mules 


do. 

do. 

do. 

Hewed. 


Grood  for  nothing. 
Frame 


Log 


SO  cowa 


••••••••«, ,,,, I,,, ,,,,,„.^„^,^^^^^^ 


Remarks. 


Hospital  department. 


Residence  of  Indian  ch 
inclosed  in  an  adobe  w 


At  Nevada  camp,  3^  m 
from  reservation. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Small. 


Purchased  some  time  s 
of  settlers  at  Nome  C 

19  of  these  are  Indian  b 
12  feet  square;  other 
storehouses,  &c. 


Ordered  to  be  sold. 
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Articles. 

Condition. 

Remarks. 

125  head  wild  cattle  at  N^ome  Lackee.  ... 

This   is  the   number   esti- 

357  head  wild  cattle 

mated  by  the  agent;  they 
were  not  counted  for  rea- 
sons given  in  report. 
Do.               do. 

200  chickens 

fifoma  cult.. 

Amount  of  crop  remaining  frmn  Uut  yearns 

lunrvest. 

2,200  bushels  of  wheat 

Well  stored. 

J.  Y.  McDUFFIE. 
Superintendent  Indian  ^airs  for  Cal%J&mM, 


Inveni(ynf  ofpvhlic  property  remaining  on  hand  at  Tejon  Indian  reaervor 
tion,  {James  Ji,  Vineyard^  agent,)  on  the  ISth  of  June,  1859. 


Articles. 


1  anvil 

49  abstracts,  (blank) 

3  bedsteads 

1  bellows,  (smiths') , 

68  blanks,  (prop,  rets.) 

1  bureau 

6  bridles,  (assorted) 

1  brace  and  bit 

1  caldron 

3  candlesticks 

1  churn 

2  cradles,  ff rain 

12  cups  and  saucers 

1  clock 

1  diamond,  glaziers' 

4  files 

1  United  States  flag 

50  fowls 

6  pitchforks 

1  gauge,  carpenters' 

1  frindstone 

4  names,  pairs  of 

harness,  sets  of. 

4  hammers 

15  horses 

14  houses,  adobe 

1  house  frame 

94  pounds  iron 

1  iron  circular  saw 

1  inkstand 

1  case  of  instruments 

1  jug,  cream 

3  lars 

1  Knife,  drawing 

2  knives  and  forks,  sets  of. 


Condition. 


Good  order 

do 

do 

do 

do 

!.do 

Much  worn 

Gk>od  orde)r 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

, do 

do 

do 

do 

Much  worn 

Very  much  worn.. 
Good  order 


Remarks. 


Good  order. 


At  Mendocino. 
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INVENTORY— Continued. 


Articles. 


1 

10 

1 

1 

1 

1 

31 

10 

3 

91 

1 

7 

5 

S5 

90 

4 

6 

8 

9 

9 

17 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

9 

9 

1 

1 

1 

9 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

9 

9 

15,800 

600 

19,000 

9,000 

1 


3 
9 
1 
3 

i 
9 

4 

9 


keg 

pounds  of  leather . 

spirit  level 

mattress 

fanning  mill 

mortar  and  pestle, 
mules 


mule  collars 

measures 

pounds  of  mule  shoes . 
net,  fish 


oxen, 


gallons  lard  oil 

pounds  of  powder 

Siires  of  paper,  writing, 
^  anes,  carpenters' 

plows , 

plow-points , 

coffee  pots , 

rulers 

pounds  of  steel 

scythe , 

pounds  of  solder , 

saddle 


Condition. 


saw,  circular 

scale,  platform 

scale,  spring  balance 

screw  benches 

screwdrivers 

solder  irons 

square,  carpenters' 

washstand 

stocks  and  dyes 

stoves fi. 

spread,  bed 

table 

thermometer 

tongs,  (smiths') 

tureen 

tub,  wash 

vise,  (smiths') » 

vise,  hand 

wagons 

wrenches 

wash  pans 

pounds  hay 

pounds  peas 

pounds  wheat 

pounds  barley 

pound  acid,  sulphuric 

pound  muriatic  acid 

gallon  alcohol ,. 

pound  acid,  tartaric 

pound  acid,  nitric 

pounds  borax 

ounces  cantharides 


ounces  capsici 

caustic  holder 

ounces  conium  ex 

pound  corrosive  sublimate 

pounds  chloroform 

ounces  urgot 

ounces  extract  of  aconite... 


Remarks. 
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Articles. 


3  ounces  extract  of  belladonna . 
.3  ounces  extract  of  henbane. .. 

4  ounces  extract  of  yalerian. . . 
3  ounces  spirits  of  lavender.... 

1  ounce  oil  of  cinnamon 

1  ounce  oil  of  croton 

7  ounces  oil  of  amber 

3  ounces  opium 

1  spatula 

1  speculum,  ear 

1  speculum,  vagina 

3  drams  strychnine 

3  pounds  sulphur 


Building$. 


14    houses 

1    house,  frame. 


Sioek, 


15  horses. 

31  mules. 

7  oxen... 

50  fowls.. 


Condition. 


Adobe 


JimowU  ^erop  on  htmd. 


9,900    pounds  barley. 
13,000    pounds  wheat . . 


Remarks. 


J.  Y.  McDUFFIE, 
Superinttndent  /ndiaii  ^axnfor  California, 


Inventory  of  the  public  property  remaining  on  hand  at  Mendocino  reser- 
vatum  on  the  iOth  day  of  June,  1859 — H,  L.  FordySvbHigent. 


Articles. 


1  anchor  and  chain 

3  adzes 

1  anvil 

14  augen,  assorted 

15  auger  bits 

34  apple  trees 

1  ax,  broad. 

19  axes,  felling 

35  belting,  leaUier,  feet  of. 

1  bell 

1  beUows,  smiths' 

1  bellows 

1  bevel. 

1  set  of  bits  for  brace 

4  bowls 

13  buckets,  water 


Condition. 


Good  order 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Remarks. 


These  articles  have  all  been 
in  use  for  some  time,  and 
are  now  in  good  order  for 
working. 
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INVENTORY— Continued. 


Articles. 


1  book,  gardeners*.... 

5  chairs 

1  chair,  rocking 

3  carts 

1  case,  book 

1  corkscrew 

30  ox  chains 

1  chest  tools 

20  chisels  and  handles. 

1  clock 

4  coflfee-mills 

2  coiTee  pots 


1  pair  of  compasses. 
8  chisels,  smiths' 


16  cups  and  saucers 

2  crowbars 

2  doubletrees,  pairs  of , 

2  dining  forks 

18  drills 

13  files,  assorted , 

2  frows 

3  f  rain  cradles , 

16  heading  tools 

7  harrows 

9  sets  of  harness 

2  hammers,  assorted 

3  hammers,  smiths' 

2  hammers,  sledge 

81  hoes,  assorted 

10  hoes,  erub 

1  set  of  halyards 

7  hay  forks 

1  dozen  hair  pencils 

541  pounds  of  iron,  assorted. 

1  knife,  draw , 

1  knife,  farriers* 

44  knives  and  forks 

1  fanning-mill 

1  grist-mill 

2  nets,  drag 

13  oxbows 

25  ox  yokes 

4  ovens,  bake , 

3  oil  spike 

1  pan,  fry 

1  pan,  tin 

7  pick  handles , 

11  picks 

6  planes,  carpenters' , 

23  plates,  assorted 

14  plows 

1  pincers,  smiths' , 

444  property  returns 

2  rollers 

2  rakes 

1  rasp,  wood , 

5  rifles 

1  range,  cooking 

2  riding  saddles 

5  saws,  cross-cut 

2  saws,  hand 

1  sawset 

1  saw,  meat 


Condition. 


Good  order 

do 

do 

Bad  order... 
Good  order 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do...... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

, do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

, do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Remarks. 


Much  worn. 
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INVENTORY— Continued. 


Articles. 


10  irons 

1  schooner 

1  screw,  bench 

2  screw  plates 

15  scythes 

8  do 

1  pair  shears 

1  scale  and  weights 

1  pair  of  shears 

12  swedgcs 

7  snaths 

50  sickles 

3  spades  

4  squares 

1520  pounds  steel,  assorted 

1  pair  of  steelyards 

3  grindstones 

8  stoves,  cook 

1  stove,  office 

1  scale  and  platform 

spokeshaves 

sewing  machine 

barrels  of  salt.....' 

tables 

tongs,  smiths' 

threshing  machine 

vises,  smiths* 

300  vouchers,  blank 

3  wagons 

5  wedges,  iron 

3  wrenches 

I  pound  white  wax 


2 
1 

13 
1 
2 


1 
2 
2 


pound  white  pitch 

pound  yellow  wax 

whiffle-trees,  sets  of..... 

whip 

wheels,  wagon,  pair  of. 
wagon  trusses 


Medicines, 


1  ounce  of  acid,  citric 

4  pounds  aqua  ammonia 

3  pounds  alcohol 

2  pounds  arginutem 

ounces  ammonia,  carb 

pounds  alum 

ounces  bark,  Peruvian 

ounces  b^k,  yellow 

dozen  bougies 

barrels  balsam,  wild  cherry 
pound  balsam  copaiba 

I  pound  blue  stone 

1  caustic  holder 

pounds  cerate  simple 

pound  Colombo 

I  pound  copperas 

1  pound  carbonate  potassa.... 

3  pounds  chalchium  seed 

2  ponuds  cincona 

1  pound  cream  tartar 

1  ounce  cubebs 

1  ouncce  camphor,  gum 


3 
2 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 


2 
1 


Condition. 


Good  order 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Remarks. 
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INVENTORY— Continued 


Articles. 


Condition. 


3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
5 
1 

1 

2 

10 

1 

1 

^ 

1 

1 
1 

i 
1 

1 

i 


1 

i 
1 

10 
2 
9 
5 

3 

I 

a 

4 
1 
4 
1 

i 

1 
1 

1 
6 
6 
1 
2 


pounds  Cape  aloes 

Sound  calomel... 
ictionary,  surgical 

pound  elm  bark.. 

pound  extract  comf.  coll 

ounces  ipecac 

pounds  nax  seed 

pound  foetida  gum 

pound  gaUa  pulv 

pound  gum 

pounds  ginger,  ground 

pounds  ginger  root 

pound  gamboge 

case  instruments,  surgical 

pound  iodide  potassa 

Sounds  jalap « 
meet,  spring 

ounce  lead,  acetate 

ounces  laudanum 

pound  maguenia,  colid 

mortar,  compounding 

ounce  morphine 

Sound  niter,  spirits 
ozen  needles,  sewing 

ounce  oil  peppermint 

bottles  oil,  castor 

bottles  oil,  olive 

ounce  oil  sassafras 

ounce  oil  clover 

ounce  oil  aniseed 

ounce  oil  cammomile 

ounce  oil  wormweed 

pound  oil  vitriol 

ounces  opium 

ounce  oil  croton 

pounds  pills,  Hyol 

ounce  quinine 

ounce  root.  Hood's 

pound  rose  leaves 

pound  rhubarb 

pound  sulphur 

pounds  squills,  sirup 

pounds  Epsom  salts 

spatulas 

syringes 

pounas  senna 

pounds  soda  tart 

pound  sub.  col 

pounds  soda  bi-carb 

ounce  tait.  antimony 

pounds  turpentine 

pound  tincture  compound  jenican 

pound  tincture  benzoin 

pound  tincture  henbane 

pound  tincture  ffuaiac 

pound  tincture  dieitables 

pound  tincture  iodine,  compound  . 

pound  tartaric  acid 

dozen  vials,  assorted 

dozen  corks » 

pound  sulphur  zinc , 

pounds  carbonate  sine 


Remarks. 
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Articles. 


Condition. 


Remarks. 


BwUtings. 


38  houses 

12  houses,  Indian. 

6  houses 

6  houses,  Indian 
5  barns 


Frame, 


Log 

Log  and  frame. 


Com  pan  y  headquarters,  &c. 
Small. 

Do. 

Do. 


Stock. 


10  cows 

6  calves 

58  oxen 

14  horses,  (working) , 

4  mules 

50  chickens 


American 


J.  Y.  McDUFFIE, 
Superintendent  Indian  Jfffairs  for  Califbrma, 


Inveniai*y  of  public  property  on  hand  at  the  Fresno  Agency^  M.  B. 
Lewis,  sub-agent,  on  the  30^A  day  of  June,  1859. 


Articles. 


1  ax,  broad. 


5  axes,  felling 

5  ax  handles 

1  adze  

6  au^rs 

2  bridles,  riding 

1  brace  

18  bits 

6  buckets,  (wood) 

1  basin 

20  blank  property  returns 

40  blanks  of  disbursements.. 

1  bucket,  (tin) 

8  bowls...., 

2  camp  kettles 

8  chisels 

3  coffeepots 

1  coffee-mill 

8  cups  and  saucers 

6  tin  cups 

1  crowbar 

1  candlestick 

3  curry  combs 

1  carpenter's  compass 

94  yards  of  duck 

60  yards  of  drilling 

1  dish,  earthen 

20  envelopes 

6  hay  forks 

Ex.  Doc.  46 i 


Condition. 


Good  order. 


do 

do 

do 

do 

Much  worn 
Good  order. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Remarks. 


These  articles  are  in  good 
working  order. 
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INVENTORY— Continued. 


Articles. 


2  files 

2  fry-pans 

1  g&ug^C)  carpenter's.. 

2  guns,  shot 

4  fouges 

3  hatchets 

2  hammers,  assorted. 

60  harrow  teeth 

2  sets  of  harness 

8  hoes,  assorted 

12  horses 


10  heel  wedges 
1 
1 
7 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 


inkstand 

knife,  draw 

knives,  butcher 

knives  and  forks,  sets  of. 

knife,  carving 

kettle 

lantern..... 

mills,  fanning 


35  mules. 

1  mule  collar 

20  needles,  sacking 

1  oil  can 

40  school  primmers 

1  pot,  stew 

4  planes 

15  quires  of  letter  paper.... 

8  plates,  assorted 

8  plates,  tin 

3  picks 

3  pick  handles 

5  plows 

1  plow,  gang 

1  punch 

1  pincers,  pair  of 

2  pistols,  (Colt*s) 

1  pump 

2  padlocks 

1  powder  flask 

2  rollers,  ground « 

I  rake,  garden 

rifle 

foot  rule....« 

riding  saddle 

screwdriver 

air  of  sheep  shears..... 

*.kles 

ivels 

ie,  oil 

dstone 

Istone  and  fixtures , 

,  cooking , 

<i,  table , 

.  tea 


spurs , 

carpenters', 
nd 


e 

»-cut 


Condition. 


Gfood  order 

do 

do 

do.... 

do 

do «... 

do 

do 

Very  bad  order ... 

Good  order 

do 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


Remarks. 


5  raised  on  reservation 
returned  aa  colts. 
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Articles. 


1  spokeshaye 

16  scythes 

8  scythe  sheaths 

10  scythes 

]  scale,  pUitform 

8  dozen  screws,  assorted, 
1  spoon,  large 

synches  saddles 

tnermometer 

papers  of  tacks 

towels 

table..... 

yise,  smiths* 

watering  pot 

wagon 


2 
1 

4 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 


2  whiffletrees, 


Stock, 


12  horses, 


24  mules. 


•Amount  ({f groin  on  Acful. 

94  bushels  of  wheat  =  5, 640  pounds, 
4,492  pounds  wheat 


719  bushels  wheat . 

1,080  bushels  barley. 

15  tons  hay 


Condition. 


Gk>od  order. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do....«. 

do 

Bad  order... 


Remarks. 


This   wagon   is   good  for 
nothing. 


Fiye  of  these  horses  were 
raised  on  the  resenration. 


Seiit   to   be    ground    into 
flour. 

At  King's  Riyer  farm  = 
107,940  pounds. 


I 


J.  Y.  McDUFFIE, 
Superintendent  Indian  •^airafor  CaHfomia, 


Inventory  of  ptthlic  property  remaining  on  hand  in  the  possession  of  H. 
P.  JSeintdemanj  sulhogent,  Colorado  district^  June  30,  1859, 


Articles. 


2  books,  blank 

1  bridle 

1  carbine 

1  coffeepot. 

1  camp  Kettle 

2  donkeys 

2  saddles,  pack 

1  saddle,  riding 

2  tin  cups 

10  property  returns,  blank, 


Condition. 


Remarks. 


J.  Y.  McDUFFIE, 
Superintendent  Indian  •iffain. 
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Inventory  of  pMic  property  delivered  byThomas  J.  Henley  ^  sup& 
tendent  of  Indian  affairs,  to  James  Y,  McDuffUj  his  successof 
office. 


Articles. 


368  blank  property  returns. 
180  blank  vouchers. 
12  blank  abitracts. 

2  letter  clips. 

1  letter  scale. 

1  eyelet  machine. 

1  copy  Brightly 's  Digest. 

1  map  of  United  States. 


Articles. 


1  map  Mendocino. 

2  paintings. 

5  quires  cap  paper. 
5  quires  letter  paper. 
5  quires  note  paper. 
500  envelopes,  assorted. 
5  quires  envelope  paper. 
2  office  signs. 


OrPICB  IWDIAK  ArPAIRI, 

Son  Frwucucoy  Junt  14, 1859. 


THOS.  J.  HENLEY, 

SupcrinUndent  Indian  Jfii 


J.  Y.  McDUFFIE, 
8t»pennUndtfU  Indian  J^ffainfor  CaHjbnm 


36th  Congmbs,  )  SENATE.  (  Ex.  Dec. 

Ist  Sesaion,     \  i     No.  47. 


REPORT 


or 


THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL, 


COMMUNICATING, 


In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senaiej  farther  information  in 
relation  to  the  contra^cts  tvith  Daniel  H,  Johnson  and  Cornelius  Vander- 
JnUy  for  temporary  mail  service  between  New  York  and  San  Francisco j 
and  New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco^  via  the  Isthmus. 


Mat  36, 1860. — Read,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 


Post  Office  Dbpartbibnt, 
Washington^  May  25,  1860. 

Sir:  In  further  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  23d  April 
last,  requesting  ^^  copies  of  the  contracts  executed  with  Daniel  H. 
Johnson  and  Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  respectively,  for  temporary  mail 
service  between  New  York  and  San  Francisco,  and  New  Orleans  and 
6an  Francisco,  by  way  of  the  Isthmus  routes  of  Panama  and  Nicara- 
gua, &c.,"  I  have  the  honor  to  report  herewith,  in  addition  to  the 
information  communicated  in  my  letter  of  2d  instant,  the  names  of 
^he  guarantors  of  the  respective  bidders  for  that  service,  as  follows,  viz : 

Oeorge  Irving  and  Thomas  B.  Foster,  guarantors  of  Daniel  H. 
O^ohnson. 

D.  B.  Allen  and  Lambert  Wardell,  guarantors  of  C.  Vanderbilt. 

Wm.  H.  Aspinwall,  Wm.  Whitewright,  jr.,  Edwin  Bartlett,  David 
Soadley,  President  of  the  Panama  Bailroad  Company,  Wm.  H.  Da- 
"vid^e.  President  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company,  guarantors 
of  the  Panama  Bailroad  Company  and  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company. 

James  Hall  and  J.  L.  White,  guarantors  of  William  C.  Barney. 

Emile  La  Sere,  W.  E.  Starke,  and  J.  P.  Benjamin,  guarantors  of 
^he  Louisiana  Tehuantepec  Company. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOLT. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Breckinridge, 

Vice  Presidefnt  of  the  United  Staples, 


36th  Congress,  )  SENATE.  ( Ex.  Doc. 

1st  Session,     )  (    No.  48. 


REPORT 


OF    THE 


POSTMASTER  GENERAL, 


COMMUNICATING, 


In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate^  information  in  relation  to 

the  defalcation  of  the  postmaster  a4;  New  York. 


Mat  26,  1860. — Read,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Poat  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  and  ordered 

to  be  printed . 


Post  Office  Department,  May  24,  1860. 

Sir:  On  the  16th  instant,  the  Senate  adopted  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

^^Besdved,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  instructed  to  inform 
the  Senate  when  the  Post  Office  Department  first  had  any  knowledge 
that  any  defalcation  existed  on  the  part  of  the  postmaster  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  also  to  inform  the  Senate  if  the  Sixth  Auditor  of  • 
the  treasury  has  faithfully  performed,  in  reference  to  the  post  office  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  the  duties  imposed  on  him  by  the  act  of  March 
3,  1851,  and  especially  by  the  one  hundred  and  ninety-seventh  section 
of  said  act." 

In  reply  to  which  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that  I  was  for  the  first 
time  informed  of  the  defalcation  of  Isaac  V.  Fowler,  late  postmaster 
at  New  York,  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  May,  1860,  on  which  day 
he  was  by  the  President  removed  from  office.  I  have  no  reason  to 
believe  that  any  knowledge  of  this  defalcation  existed  in  this  depart- 
ment before  the  day  mentioned. 

In  the  month  of  April,  during  my  absence  in  the  South,  a  tele- 
graphic dispatch  appeared,  allegmg  that  there  was  a  deficit  in  the 
accounts  of  the  postmaster  at  New  York,  and  the  First  Assistant,  and 
then  Acting  Postmaster  General,  informs  me  that,  in  consequence, 
his  apprehensions  were  awakened.  The  postmaster,  however,  came  to 
Washington,  and  his  accounts  were  balanced  in  the  auditor's  office  up 
to  31st  December,  1859,  which  quieted  the  fears  that  had  been  excited 
The  defalcation,  since  discovered,  could  not  be  detected  and  verified 
until  the  accounts  for  the  quarter  ending  31st  March,  1860,  had  been 
audited,  which  was  not  completed  until  10th  of  May,  1860. 

The  provision  of  law  referred  to  as  the  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
seventh  section  of  the  act  of  3d  March,  1851,  is  in  fact  the  eight^entbL 
section  of  that  statute,  and  was  temporary  in  ita  0'5^i«A\oxl.    ^V^^xtSXjl 
Auditor  appears  to  have  faithfully  performed  'h.ia  dwXrj  wxAetS^.^^!  ^ 


2  DEFALCATION   OF   THE   POSTMASTER   AT    NEW    YORK. 

report  on  the  Ist  March,  1837,  which  was  printed  by  order  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  constitutes  Document  No.  185,  of  second 
session  Twenty-fourth  Congress.  A  similar  report  was  made  on  the 
22d  February,  1845,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  23d 
January,  1845,  and  the  instructions  of  the  Postmaster  General. 

As  the  general  law  does  not  require  reports  of  this  character  to  he 
made,  none  except  those  named  appear  to  have  been  submitted  to 
Congress. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOLT, 
Postmaster  General, 
Hon.  John  C.  Breckinridge, 

Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 


36th  Congrrss,  )  SENATE.  J  Ex.  Dec. 

IstSemon.     J  \    No.  49. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 

In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  reUUive  to  the  ctistomrhcuse  at 

New  Orleans. 


Mat  31, 1860. — Read,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Treasury  Departbcent,  May  30,  1860. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  Senate  resolution  of  May  28,  1860,  "directing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report  to  the  Senate  the  present  state  and 
condition  of  the  new  custom-house  at  New  Orleans,  and  whether,  as 
liis  opinion,  true  economy  does  not  require  that  further  appropriations 
lye  now  made  for  its  completion."  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  here- 
iwrith  a  report  from  the  acting  engineer  in  charge  of  the  office  of  con- 
struction under  the  Treasury  Department,  relative  to  the  state  and 
condition  of  the  work  in  question. 

In  relation  to  the  latter  clause  of  the  resolution,  the  Senate  is  respect- 
fully referred  to  the  last  annual  Beport  on  the  Finances,  page  11,  a»  ' 
embracing  the  views  of  the  department  as  to  the  policy  of  continuing 
the  work  on  the  New  Orleans  custom-house. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOWELL  COBB, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  John  C.  Breckinridge, 

President  United  States  Senate, 


[Official.] 

Treasury  Department,  Office  of  Construction, 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  29,  1860. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  so  much  of  the  Senate  resolution  of  the  28th  in- 
stant as  requires  you  to  '^  report  to  the  Senate  the  present  state  and 
condition  of  the  new  custom-house  at  New  Orleans,"  I  have  the  honor 
to  say  that,  as  nearly  as  can  be  gathered  from  the  local  superintend- 
ents' reports,  (which  are  confined  mainly  to  details,^  the  exterior 
walls  of  the  building  are  up,  or  nearly  up  to  the  entaolature.  This 
entablature  is  about  thirteen  (13)  feet  in  height,  and  when  it  is 
finished,  the  exterior  walls  will  be  ready  for  the  roof. 
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The  interior  walls,  partitions,  and  floors  appear  to  be  completed  to 
the  fourth  story,  and  so  well  advanced  that  the  interior  work  can  be 

f;ot  ready  for  the  roof  as  early  as  the  exterior,  when  the-  means  tbeie- 
6r  are  in  hand. 

The  finishing  of  the  rooms  is  but  partially  progressed.  A  gnffidest 
number  have  been  completed  to  enable  the  collector  to  occupy  a  por- 
tion with  his  force,  although  the  rooms  designed  for  him  are  not  jn 
made  ready  for  use. 

The  finish  of  the  post  office  and  court-house  portions  is  barely  com- 
menced. The  Postmaster  General  has  reported  to  this  department 
that  it  will  be  a  matter  of  necessity  that  the  rooms  designed  for  a  post 
office  shall  be  r^ady  by  the  1st  of  November,  when  the  lease  of  the 
present  building  will  expire  (which  cannot  be  renewed.) 

This  it  will  be  impossible  to  do  with  the  available  balance  of  the 
appropriation,  and  continue  the  necessary  concurrent  work. 

The  entire  structure  must,  of  course,  be  more  or  less  exposed  until  i 
roof  is  on,  and  this  roof  cannot  be  purchased  with  the  present  means, 
nor  can  it  be  put  in  place  until  the  exterior  walls  are  completed,  for 
which  there  is  now  no  appropriation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

S.  M.  CLARK, 
Acting  Engineer  in  Charge  Trea^ry  Department. 
Hon.  Howell  Cobb, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury ^  Washington,  D.  C. 
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REPORT 


or   THE 


SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR, 


COMMUHICATINO, 


In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  copies  of  certain  papers 
in  reference  to  Jacob  Hall's  mail  route  preemption  case. 


Mat  28,  1860. — Read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.    Motion  to  print 

referred  to  Committee  on  Printing. 

June  2,  1860. — Report  in  favor  of  printing  submitted,  considered,  and  agreed  to. 


Department  op  the  Interior, 

Washington,  May  26,  1860. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  adopted  on  the  23d 
instant,  calling  for  copies  of  a  circular,  and  of  sundry  papers  of  file 
and  record  in  this  department,  ''in  relation  to  preemptions  to  con- 
tractors carrying  mails  through  Territories  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
under  the  general  provision  for  that  purpose  in  the  act  of  Congress, 
approved  3d  March,  1855,  making  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the 
Post  Office  Department,  also  in  reference  to  the  special  post  route  pre- 
emption, under  act  of  3d  March,"  185T,  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to 
transmit  the  desired  copies,  which  have  been  prepared  in  the  General 
Land  Office,  and  are  certified  by  the  Commissioner. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  THOMPSON,  Secretary. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Breckinridgb, 

Vice-President,  dec. 


General  Land  Office, 

May  26,  1860. 

I,  Joseph  S.  Wilson,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  do 
hereby  certify,  that  the  annexed  copies  are  true  and  literal  exemplifi- 
cations from  the  records  and  files  of  this  office. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name,  and 
r  -J  caused  the  seal  of  this  office  to  be  affixed,  at  the  city  of  Wash- 
'-  '    'J  ington,  on  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

JOS.  S.  WILSON, 
Commissumer  of  the  General  Laud  0||vce» 
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CIRCULAR 

In  relation  to  preemptions  to  contractors  carrying  mails  through  Terri- 
tories west  of  the  Mississippiy  under  the  general  provision  for  thai 
purpose  in  the  a^  of  Congress  approved  3d  Marchy  1855,  mcMng  ap- 
propriations for  the  service  of  the  Post  Office  DepartmeTU,  {Statvta 
for  1855,  page  684 ;)  also,  in  reference  to  the  special  post  route  pre- 
emption, under  the  act  of  3d  Marchy  1857,  (United  Stales  Statute, 
page  190.) 

General  Statute  of  March  3,  1855. 

General  Land  Office,  September  9,  1857. 

Gentlemen  :  In  the  Ist  section  of  the  above-mentioned  act  of  Congrew 
of  the  3d  March,  1855,  it  is  provided  that  '*each  contractor  en^ged 
or  to  be  engaged  in  carrying  mails  through  any  of  the  Territories  weft 
of  the  Mississippi,  shall  have  the  privilege  of  occupying  stations  at  the 
rate  of  not  more  than  one  for  every  twenty  miles  of  the  route  on  which 
he  carries  a  mail,  and  shall  have  a  preemptive  right  therein,  when  the 
same  shall  be  ^brought  into  market,  to  the  extent  of  640  acres,  to  be 
taken  contiguously  and  include  his  improvement ;  but  no  such  pre- 
emptive right  shall  extend  to  any  pass  in  a  mountain  or  other  defile." 

It  is  held  by  this  office — 

First,  That  to  constitute  a  right  of  preemption  under  this  law,  the 
mail  route  on  which  the  claim  is  based  must  form  a  part  of  a  system 
stretching  laterally  across  the  Territory y  being  a  link  in  or  part  of  a  otwi- 
nected  route  from  the  line  of  the  States  west  of  the  Mississippi  to  the 
Pacific^  and  that  no  benefit  or  privilege  is  conferred  by  the  said  act  on 
routes  stretching  lengthwise  in  a  northerly  or  southerly  direction  in 
the  Territory,  and  forming  no  part  of  such  connected  route. 

Second.  The  party  preferring  a  claim  must  furnish  a  map  showing 
the  entire  route  for  which  he  is  a  contractor,  having  clearly  indicated 
thereon  each  particular  section  claimed  as  a  ^^  station"  under  the  law, 
with  a  sworn  certificate,  indorsed  on  the  said  map,  from  the  nearest 
postmaster  to  each  of  the  said  ^'stations,"  showing  that  said  stations 
are  between  the  several  intermediate  points  designated  in  the  contract 
with  the  General  Post  Office  Department,  and  stating  that  he,  the 
postmaster,  Acw  knowledge  of  the  fact  of  such  '*  stations"  being  on  the 
route  and  located  as  represented  on  said  map,  and  further  showing  the 

Eosition  or  relation  of  his  office  on  the  map  to  the  *' station"  to  which 
e  certifies. 

This  map  must  be  filed  in  the  district  office,  and  be  accompanied  by 
evidence  from  the  Post  Office  Department  that  the  party  claiming  is  a 
"contractor"  on  the  route  indicated. 

Third,  The  mail  contractor  or  claimant  must  file  in  the  proper 
district  office  his  written  declaration  of  intention  to  claim  the  benefits 
of  the  law  tvithin  three  months  from  the  selection  of  his  "stations,"  if 
on  surveyed  lands,  giving  a  full  description  of  each  station;  and  if  t-  e 
lands  be  not  surveyed  at  the  time  of  selection,  then  such  declaration 
must  be  filed  within  three  months  after  the  return  of  the  township 
plat  to  the  district  office,  that  being  the  period  within  which,  from 
date  of  settlement,  a  claimant  is  required,  by  the  general  preemption 
act.  to  file  for  unoffetttd  la\idft. 
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Fourth,  Proofs  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  local  land  officers  must  be 
furnished,  showing  the  extent  of  the  improvement  at  each  ''station," 
and  that  it  is  of  a  character  to  fully  subserve  the  purpose  of  the 
"station." 

The  fifth  section  has  been  modified,  and  now  stands  as  follows: 

Fifth,  The  mail  route  may  be  divided  into  sections  of  twenty  miles 
each,  and  the  contractors  allowed  to  preempt  one  station  in  each  of 
sai)  sections,  upon  its  beiug  shown  that  each  station  has  been  selected 
in  good  faith  under  the  law,  and  not  for  speculative  purposes,  and 
that  no  two  stations  are  within  ten  miles  of  each  other.  (See  Secretary's 
letter  of  October  30,  1857.) 

Sixth,  Upon  unoffered  land  the  claim  must  be  proved  up  and  paid 
for  during  the  existence  of  the  contract  and  before  the  day  fixed  by 
the  President  for  the  public  sale  of  the  land,  otherwise  any  right  which 
the  party  may  have  had  will  be  forfeited.  Where  the  land  is  offered 
and  "subject  to  private  entry,"  proof  and  payment  must  be  made 
within  twelve  months  from  the  date  of  the  commencement  of  the  "  im- 
provement." 

Seventh,  Each  contractor  bringing  himself  within  the  law  is  entitled 
to  a  preemption  not  exceeding  640  acres,  in  contiguous  tracts,  to  in- 
clude his  improvements,  according  to  the  lines  of  the  public  surveys, 
and  not  extending  to  any  pass  in  a  mountain  or  other  defile,  and^  of 
course,  not  embracing  mineral  or  other  reserved  lands. 

Eighth,  Notice  to  adverse  claimants  to  any  portion  of  the  land 
selected  as  a  station  must  be  given  in  writing,  and  should  be  served  in 
time  to  allow  at  least  a  day  for  every  twenty  miles  the  party  may  have 
to  travel  in  going  to  the  place  of  taking  testimony. 

Special  Statute,  Act  March  3, 1857. 

By  the  tenth  section  of  this  law  the  Postmaster  General  is  author- 
ized ''to  contract  for  the  conveyance  of  the  entire  letter  mail  from  such 
point  on  the  Mississippi  river  as  the  contractors  may  select  to  San 
Francisco,  in  the  State  of  California,  for  six  years,"  &c. 

The  twelfth  section  declares  *'that  the  contractors  shall  have  the 
righj;  of  preemption  to  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  any  land  not 
then  disposed  of  or  reserved,  at  each  point  necessary  for  a  station,  not 
to  be  nearer  than  ten  miles  from  eacn  other :  and  provided,  that  no 
mineral  land  shall  be  thus  preempted." 

The  principles  laid  down  in  the  foregoing,  respecting  the  general 
law  of  1855,  will  apply,  under  this  special  statute  of  1857,  modified 
only  so  far  as  this,  that  the  right  of  preemption  is  restricted  to  320 
acres,  and  the  stations  cannot  be  admitted  nearer  than  ten  miles  from 
each  other. 

Respectiully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  A.  HENDRICKS, 

Commisaioner. 

Register  and  Pveceiver  ai 

Approved,  S  ptember  11,  1857. 

J.  THOMPSON, 

Secretary  o/  the  Itdenrwr . 
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Washington,  D.  C,  July  26,  1859. 

Sni:  The  undersigned,  mail  contractor  on  route  No.  10532,  from 
Independence,  Missouri,  to  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  from  July  1,1858, 
until  June  30,  1862,  has  occupied  as  mail  stations,  on  said  route, 
under  the  authority  of  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  March  3,  1855, 
making  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  Post  Office  Department, 
the  followmg  lands  situated  in  Kansas  Territory,  and  in  the  land  ^ 
tricts  of  Lecompton  and  Ogden,  to  wit:  In  the  Lecompton  district, 
the  west  half  of  section  1,  southeast  quarter  of  section  1,  and  sonik- 
east  quarter  of  section  2,  township  15  south  and  range  16  east,  and 
west  half  of  section  21,  southeast  quarter  of  section  21,  and  northeast 

Suarter  of  section  28,  township  15  south,  range  13  east.  In  Ogd^ 
istrict,  the  east  half  of  northeast  quarter  of  section  32,  east  half  of 
southeast  quarter  of  section  32,  township  16,  ranee  6  east ;  and  the 
east  half  of  northeast  quarter  of  section  5,  west  half  of  northwest 
quarter  of  section  4,  east  half  of  southeast  quarter  of  section  5,  west 
half  of  southwest  quarter  of  section  4,  west  half  of  northwest  quarter 
of  section  9,  and  the  west  half  of  southwest  quarter  of  section  9, 
township  17  south,  range  6  east;  also,  the  west  half  of  southwest 
quarter  section  8,  southwest  quarter  of  northwest  quarter  of  section  8, 
township  18  south,  range  2  east;  south  half  of  northeast  quarter  of 
section  7,  south  half  of  northwest  quarter  section  7,  northwest  quarter 
section  7,  northeast  quarter  of  northwest  quarter  of  section  18,  town- 
ship 18  south,  range  2  east;  north  half  of  southeast  quarter  section  12, 
south  half  of  northeast  quarter  section  12,  township  18  south,  range 
1  east ;  all  which  said  lands  the  undersigned  is  now  claiming  the  right 
to  preempt  and  enter  by  virtue  of  said  occupancy  as  mail  contractor 
aforesaid,  under  the  authority  of  said  act. 

The  undersigned  was  mail  contractor  on  route  No.  8912,  running 
over  this  same  road  from  July  1 ,  1854,  until  June  30, 1858,  and  during 
the  existence  of  that  contract  he  preempted  and  entered  lands  on  thif 
same  section  of  said  route  at  the  rate  of  one  section  for  every  twenty 
miles  thereof.  Those  lands,  at  the  end  of  said  contract,  belonged  to 
himself  and  Mr.  Hockaday.  The  present  contract  commenced  at  the 
expiration  of  the  old  one,  and  the  undersigned  has  occupied  and  claims 
the  right  to  preempt  these  lands  under  the  new  contract.     If  anothtr 

Eerson  than  the  undersigned  had  got  this  new  contract  there  could 
ave  been  no  doubt  of  his  right  to  enter  and  preempt  said  lands,  but 
as  the  undersigned  has  already  preempted  lands  along  this  road,  it  is 
contended  by  some  that  he  cannot  again  preempt  lands  along  this 
same  line,  even  under  a  new  contract. 

^  As  this  right  of  preempting  lands  enters  largely  into  the  considera- 
tion of  bidders  when  they  make  out  their  bids  for  carrying  mails  on 
these  lines,  putting  their  bids  much  lower  in  consequence  of  this  right 
of  preemption,  the  undersigned  can  see  neither  justice  nor  reason  in 
discriminating  between  an  old  contractor,  when  he  becomes  a  bidder 
on  a  new  contract,  and  any  other  person,  as  far  as  this  right  to  occupy 
and  preempt  stations  is  concerned. 

He  certamly  becomes  a  new  contractor,  and  must  have  all  the  priv- 
ileges that  any  other  person  could  have  as  such. 
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Any  other  yiew  of  the  case  would  preclude  old  contractors  from  any- 
thing like  fair  competition  when  bidding  for  new  contracts  on  these 
routes  on  which  the  right  to  preempt  lands  exists,  a  thing  certainly 
never  contemplated  by  the  framers  of  the  law. 

Tour  opinion  is  respectfully  asked  whether  the  entries  of  lands  on 
this  line  under  the  old  contract  will  preclude  me  from  the  right  of 
preempting  and  entering  these  lands  above  described  under  the  pres- 
ent contract. 

Tours,  very  respectfully,  &c*, 

JACOB  HALL. 
Hon.  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 

Ccmmunoner  Oeneral  Land  Office. 


General  Land  Ofhce, 

Auffust  2, 1859. 

Gentlemen:  From  a  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo,  addressed  to  this 
office  by  Jacob  Hall^  mail  contractor,  it  appears  that  he  claims  the 
right,  under  his  renewed  contract  for  transporting  the  mail  on  the  same 
route,  to  preempt  stations  other  than  those  selected  under  his  old  con- 
tract. This  claim  is  inadmissible^  and  inconsistent  with  the  principle 
and  policy  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1855. 

The  grant  of  lands  by  preemption  was  intended  as  a  bounty  to  the 
Jirat  contractor,  and  upon  the  termination  of  the  contract  service  it 
ceased,  and  is  not  renewable  under  a  subsequent  contract  either  to 
himself  or  a  successor.  The  route  once  established  accomplishes  the 
object  contemplated  by  the  law.  To  allow,  upon  any  renewal  of  a 
contract  on  the  same  route,  the  right  to  select  stations,  would  absorb 
all  the  land  on  the  route,  without  any  corresponding  benefit  to  the 
public. 

Should  Mr.  Hall  apply  to  enter  land  upon  his  renewed  contract  you 
will  reject  his  application,  and  he  has  been  informed  (on  the  Ist  in- 
stant) that  his  clami  is  inadmissible. 

Eespectlully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JO&.^S.  WILSON, 

Acting  Commissioner, 

Register  and  Receiver, 

Lecompton,  Kansas  Territory. 


General  Land  Office, 

August  1,  1859. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo,  inquiring  whether 
upon  renewing  a  mail  contract,  upon  the  same  route,  a  contractor 
would  have  the  right  to  preempt  stations  other  than  those  selected, 
under  his  old  contract,  I  nave  to  state,  that  Congress,  in  it«  general 
policy  affecting  the  public  lands,  have  been  careful  to  limit,  by  partic- 
ular laws,  the  right  to  preempt,  on  the  part  of  Eett\€t^^\^\\.\»  \a  ^^^^^ 
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Department  op  the  Interior, 

Washingtony  February  29,  1860. 

Sir:  Your  report  of  the  6th  August  last,  and  accompanying  papers, 
in  the  case  of  Jacob  Hall,  present  for  my  consideration  the  question 
whether,  upon  the  renewal  of  a  contract  to  carry  the  Unitea  States 
mail,  in  a  case  where  the  same  or  a  previous  contractor  had  availed 
himself  of  the  privileges  conferred  by  the  third  section  of  the  act  of 
Congress  approved  March  3,  1855,  entitled  *'An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  service  of  the  Post  OflBce  Department,"  &c.,  the  con- 
tractor under  the  new  contract  will  be  entitled  to  enter  by  preemption 
other  lands  for  his  stations  in  addition  to  the  entries  which  may  have 
been  made  under  the  fprmer  contract  ? 

My  reply  to  this  question  is  not  direct ;  and  it  appears  to  be  requisite 
to  set  forth  and  construe  the  words  of  the  statute,  and  determine  their 
force  and  meaning.        ^ 

They  are  as  follows,  (Statutes,  vol.  10,  page  684:)  ^^Provided^  * 
*        *        *        that  each  contractor  engaged,  or  to  be  engaged,  in 


or 
in 


selection  ;  and  by  analogy,  in  the  absence  of  any  express  provirionto 
the  contrary,  we  must  in  administering  laws  embracing  the  priiicifk 
of  preemption,  construe  them  as  being  subject  to  the  same  limits^ 
Hence,  under  the  postal  preemption  allowed  by  the  act  of  3d  Mard,  _ 
1855,  the  right  to  select  stations  is  restricted  to  and  exhausted  ui^  |  ^ 
the  first  contract,  and  that  no  renewal  of  the  contract  renews  therigkl 
to  make  further  selections. 

The  policy  of  the  law  allowing  this  privilege  was  founded  on  tk 
hypothesis  that  grants  of  land  at  convenient  distances  for  mail  statioos 
on  routes  to  the  Pacific  would  not  only  afford  supplies  essential  to  tb 
service,  but  would  encourage  immigration  and  settlenient  on  the  line 
of  the  route.  Therefore  it  was,  that  the  several  stations  allotted  were 
restricted  to  the  respective  distance  of  ten  miles.  It  was  deemed  that 
this  distance  between  the  stations  was  near  enough  to  meet  the  oVyd 
of  the  law.  To  allow  a  contractor,  therefore,  upon  a  renewal  of  hit 
contract  upon  the  same  route,  the  privilege  of  making  a  new  selectiofi 
of  stations,  would  interfere  with  the  distances  already  established,  and 
would  upon  successive  renewals,  absorb  all  the  lands  on  the  route, 
without  benefit  to  the  public. 

It  undoubtedly  was  the  policy  of  the  statute,  that  stations  once 
erected,  on  a  fixed  line  of  route,  would  pass  from  one  contractor  to  his 
successor,  the  former  agreeing  with  the  latter  for  any  fixture  that  he 
might  have  established,  as  a  matter  between  the  parties  themselves. 

It  is,  therefore,  the  opinion  of  this  office,  that  upon  the  renewal  of 
a  contract  to  carry  the  mail  on  the  same  route,  the  contractor  is  not 
entitled  to  select  stations  other  than  those  already  selected  under  his 
first  contract. 

Respectfully,  JOS.  S.  WILSON, 

Acting  Commisaumer, 

Jacob  Hall^  Esq.,  Washingtony  D,  C. 
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^  carrying  mails  through  any  of  the  Territories  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
shall  have  the  privilege  of  occupying  stations  at  the  rate  of  not  more 
than  one  for  every  twenty  miles  of  the  route  on  which  he  carries  a 
mail,  and  shall  have  a  preemptive  right  therein  when  the  same  shall 
be  brought  into  market,  to  the  extent  of  640  acres^  to  be  taken  con- 
\  tiguously,  and  include  his  improvements;  but  no  such  preemptive 
right  shall  extend  to  any  pass  in  a  mountain  or  other  defile/' 

I  shall  first  consider  the  privileges  conferred  by  this  law,  and  they 
;  are  two  in  number,  viz:  '*the  privilege  of  occupying  stations"  and 
;  "a  preemptive  right."     These  are  distmct  privileges;  yet,  as  we  shall 
presently  see,  the  latter  is  dependent  upon  the  former. 

It  appears  to  be  well  settled,  by  the  decisions  of  this  department 
heretofore  made,  that  this  law  bestows  these  rights  only  along  the 
great  ^'through"  routes  extending  from  points  on  the  frontiers  of  the 
States,  ^'through  any  of  the  Territories  west  of  the  Mississippi,"  to 
New  Mexico,  Utah,  or  the  regions  on  the  Pacific  slope  of  the  continent. 

At  the  date  of  the  enactment  of  the  law  under  aiscussion — and  the 
same  remark  is  still  true  to  a  great  extent — the  regions  of  country 
''through"  which  these  great  routes  extended  were  m  the  occupancy 
of  the  Indian  tribes,  whose  possessory  rights  were  recognized  by  the 
United  States,  and  the  lands  were  as  yet  unsurveyed.  It  was  a  matter 
of  doubt,  in  view  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  30th  June,  1834,  '^  regula- 
ting intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,"  whether  mail  contractors 
could  enter  the  Indian  country  and  establish  stations  there. 

Here,  then,  was  a  region  within  which  little  could  be  granted  beyond 
''the  privilege  of  occupying  stations ;"  but  the  possession  of  this  privi- 
lege was  necessary  and  valuable  to  the  contractor  '^engaged,  or  to  be 
engaged,  in  carrying  mails"  ^^through"  it.  Accordingly,  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  the  principal  end  of  the  enactment  of  the  law  of  1855  is 
tne  bestowal  of  the  '^privilege  of  occupying  stations"  on  public  lands 
before  the  same  shall  have  been  brought  into  market. 

But  this  privilege  is  not  unlimited.  No  more  than  one  station  for 
every  twenty  miles  of  route  can  be  occupied  under  it,  and,  in  my  de- 
cision of  30th  October,  1857,  I  reached  the  conclusion  that  no  two 
stations  should  be  nearer  than  ten  miles  from  each  other. 

This  right  of  occupying  stations  is  given  to  "each  contractor  en- 
gaged or  to  be  engaged  in  carrying  mails  through,"  &c.  It  is  bestowed 
on  contractors  only.  To  them  it  is  given  in  the  present  and  in  the 
future.  But  I  am  unable  to  see  anything  in  the  law  to  justify  the 
supposition  that  any  right  of  occupancy  remains  in  a  person  who  has 
ceased  to  be  a  contractor.  The  right  to  occupy  stations  terminates  on 
the  determination  of  a  contract,  and  is  renewed  on  the  renewal  of  the 
contract  to  the  same  or  another  contractor,  along  the  same  route,  or 
any  other  route  established  by  law.  I,  therefore,  am  of  the  opinion 
that  the  "contractor,"  during  his  contract,  or  upon  taking  a  new  one, 
may  change  his  stations,  abandon  former  ones,  and  assume  fresh  ones, 
not  exceeding  the  terms  of  limitation  as  to  number  and  locality  pre- 
scribed in  this  act  of  March,  1855. 

Secondly.  This  law  bestows  "a  preemptive  right."  This  we  have 
remarked,  is  a  different  thing  from  "the  privilege  of  occupying  sta- 
tions,"  though  immediately  depending  thereon.    TVi\»  Y^^OTv^^lv^^ 
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right  could  not  be  availed  of  at  the  date  of  the  passage  of  the  law,  and, 
by  the  words  of  the  act,  is  to  be  enjoyed,  or  accrue  at  a  future  time, 
but  definitely  prescribed,  viz:  ''  when  the  same  shall  be  brought  into 
market."  No  right  of  pre^mptipn  exists  before  that  time,  only  t 
"privilege  of  occupying  stations."  Now,  as  lands  are  brought  into 
market  in  the  present  and  future  by  proclamation  of  the  President, 
and  in  that  proclamation  a  day  of  sale  is  fixed,  the  words  in  the  act  of 
1855  must  take  that  meaning  which  they  properly  bear  among  persons 
who  use  familiarly  that  form  of  expression,  and  who  speak  in  the 
terms  made  proper  by  provisions  of  other  statutes.  The  words  ''  when 
the  same  shall  be  brought  into  market,"  therefore  describe  and  refer 
to  that  period  of  time  which  intervenes  between  the  issuance  of  the 
President's  proclamation  and  the  public  sales  of  the  lands  in  sndi 
proclamation  mentioned. 

The  party  entitled  to  the  preemptive  right  at  this  time  is  the  "  coo- 
tractor  "  who  is  occupying  stations  under  the  law  of  1856,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  above  limitations  of  the  right  to  occupy,  which  fisill  within 
the  body  of  land  to  be  ofiered  pursuant  to  proclamation. 

All  our  laws  in  regard  to  preemptive  rights  have  based  the  prefer- 
ence right  to  buy  upon  a  subsisting  occupancy  and  use ;  and  the  words 
of  this  act  appear  to  follow  that  recognized  principle. 

The  occupant  right  is  limited  to  the  "contractor"  as  such.  The 
right  to  enter  the  land  when  it  is  brought  into  market  follows  the 
occupant  right,  and  belongs  to  the  "contractor"  as  such,  and  not  to 
one  who  long  since  ceased  to  be  a  contractor.  When  the  right  to 
occupy  has  determined,  the  right  to  preempt  no  longer  survives.  As 
this  privilege  of  occupying  stations  is  given  to  "each  contractor  en- 
gaged or  to  be  engaged,"  &c.,  with  limitations,  so  the  right  to  pre- 
empt may  accrue  to  each  contractor  now  or  hereafter  to  be  engaged  in 
carrying  mails,  ifec,  but  it  may  not  accrue  to  every  contractor.  It 
may  happen  that  contractors  may  have  possessed  and  used  the  priT- 
ilege  of  occupying  stations^  who  will  never  receive  any  benefit  from 
the  provisions  in  respect  to  preemption,  because  no  lands  occupied  as 
stations  may  be  brought  into  market  during  the  subsistence  of  th^ 
contracts. 

^  After  lands  have  been  ftiUy  "  brought  into  market,"  and  have  become 
liable  to  private  entry,  the  mail  route  preemption  is  no  longer  val- 
uable. The  subsisting  or  any  former  contractor  may,  like  any  other 
citizen,  enter  any  lands  he  choses  along  the  route,  and  establish  his 
stations  to  suit  his  convenience,  but  he  cannot  be  protected  in  anf 
claim^  of  preference  to  lands  over  any  other  applicant  to  enter  them. 

^  This  view  of  the  act  of  1855  appears  to  be  consistent  with  the  pro- 
visions of  other  statutes  relative  to  the  public  lands,  and  to  be  in  itself 
just  and  practicable.  The  valuable  privilege,  in  the  present  and  future, 
IS  conceded  to  contractors  along  those  parts  of  the  great  through  routes 
which  extend  through  the  Indian  country,  and  through  lands  not  yet 
in  market,  of  occupying  the  public  lands  with  their  stations ;  thus 
promoting  the  safety  of  their  property  and  the  convenience  of  their 
employes  during  the  time  their  mail  contracts  require  them  to  trans- 
port the  mail  along  t\io^  To\i\ie»,  ^\i«\i  %xl^  q^  the  lands  that  may 
thus  be  occupied  as  8lat\oii«  ar^\iTO\x!^\.  voXft  TsuK£te\.^^ii  ^^^^^Nx^tAra^ 
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-  a  the  occupancy  thereof,  are  admitted  to  the  exclnsive  privilege  of 

.ntering  the  lands  occupied  (not  exceeding  640  acres)  at  the  legal  min- 

^  jnum  price :  thus  enahling  them  to  secure  the  henefits  of  any  improve- 

I^nents  they  have  made  winiout  meeting  with  competition  from  others, 

rho,  on  the  lands  heing  exposed  to  public  sale,  might  be  disposed  to 

_  iffer  more  because  of  the  existence  of  the  improvements  upon  the  land. 

When  entries  have  been  regularly  made,  under  this  law,  in  the  body 

~^)f  lands  brought  into  market,  the  entered  lands  pass  to  the  private 

j.>wnership   of  the  party  who  was  the  contractor,  just  as  do  other 

_  ;racts  to  the  parties  who  have  entered  them  under  other  preemption 

"laws. 

Any  other  explanation  or  construction  of  the  law  under  review  than 
"^bhat  above  given,  would  involve  serious  difficulties;  and  I  see  no  other 
which  is  in  harmony  with  the  system  of  preemptions  and  sales  estab- 
lished by  other  laws  of  the  United  States  which  were  in  force  when  the 
law  of  3d  March,  1855,  was  enacted,  and  still  continue  in  force. 

The  communication  of  Mr.  Hall  is  now  returned ;  and  you  will  apply 
.  the  principles  herein  stated  to  his  case^  and  to  any  other  cases  here- 
after where  applications  are  made  or  entries  effected  under  this  act, 
approved  Marcn  3,  1855. 

Very  respectiuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  THOMPSON, 

Secretary. 

ColOaBSIONER  OF  THE  GENERAL  LaND  OfHCE. 


General  Land  Office, 

March  8,  1860. 

Sir  :  On  the  29th  ultimo,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  communicated 
Ills  opinion  affirming  the  decision  of  this  office  adverse  to  your  appli- 
cation to  enter,  for  mail  stations^  certain  lands  on  the  renewal  of  a 
contract  for  carrying  mails  on  a  route,  on  which  you  had  selected 
stations  under  a  former  contract. 

From  a  careful  review  of  the  postal  act  of  March  3,  1855,  the  Secre- 
tary has  concluded  that  the  right  to  occupy  ^'stations"  and  the  right 
to  preempt  are  distinct  privileges ;  that  to  enable  a  contractor  to  enjoy 
the  grant,  he  must  be  a  contractor  at  the  time  the  land  is  brought  into 
market. 

Hence,  whenever  a  contract  expires  before  the  land  is  in  market,  the 
right  to  occupy  is  divested,  and  on  a  renewal  of  the  same  the  right  , 
attaches  to  the  old  selections ;  or,  if  the  route  be  changed,  he  ma^ 
abandon  the  old  and  select  new  ones — ^the  perfection  of  his  claim  ulti- 
mately depending  on  his  being  a  contractor  at  the  period  of  time  the 
land  is  proclaimed  for  sale. 

The  case  you  present  falls  within  the  prescribed  restrictions.  You 
selected  stations  under  your  first  contract,  and  the  x\^\i\.  \^  ^yaso;:^'^ 
terminated  on  its  expiration. 

On  the  renewal  of  the  contract  for  the  same  route, ^Aie  t\^\.  ^\Xa^^^ 
JEx.  Doc.  60 2 
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to  the  old  stations  de  novo;  subject,  however,  to  the  limitations  h^ 
expressed. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOS.  S.  WILSON, 

Commissioner. 
Jacob  Hall,  Esq., 

Present. 


S6th  Congress,  )  SENATE.  C  Ex.    Doc. 

1st  Session,     S  i    No.  51. 


COMMUNICATION 


FROM 


"WILLIAM  MEDILL,  FIRST  COMPTROLLER  OF  THE 

TREASURY, 


IN  REPLY 


To  the  preamble  and  resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  Green,  and  asking  an 

investigation  of  the  charges  contained  therein. 


JuxE  5,  1660. — Referred  to  the  select  committee  on  the  subject.     Motion  to  print  referred  to 

the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Juke  7,  1860. — Report  in  favor  of  printing,  submitted,  considered,  and  agreed  to. 


Treasury  Department, 
Comptroller's  Office ,  May  21,  1860. 

I  herewith  hand  you  a  communication,  which  I  have  felt  it  to  be 
my  duty  to  address  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  in  reply  to  the 
preamble  and  resolutions  of  Mr.  Green,  and  asking  an  investigation  of 
th6  charges  contained  therein,  and  have  respectfully  to  request  that 
you  will  present  the  same,  together  with  the  accompanying  papers,  to 
that  honorable  body. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MEDILL. 
Hon.  Geo.  E.  Pugh, 

United  States  Senate. 


Treasury  Department, 
Comptroller  s  Office ,  May  21,  1860. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  understand  that  a  preamble  and  certain  resolutions  were  offered 
in  the  Senate,  during  my  recent  severe  indisposition  and  consequent 
absence  from  the  city,  alleging,  among  other  things,  that  I  had  ''as- 
sumed the  prerogative  of  nullifying  the  will  of  Congress,*'  in  refusing 
my  sanction  to  a  claim  against  the  Uni^d  States  which  had  been 
referred  by  the  act  of  the  18th  of  August,  1856,  to  the  First  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury  for  adjustment  and  award,  ''according  to  the 
principles  of  law,  equity,  and  justice,"  and  invoking*  u\\ovi  \sv^  \»Vva 
*' disapprobation"  of  your  honorable  body  for  no  otWx  o^^w^^.^XXv^w^.X 
can  perceive,  than  that  of  having  been  unable  lo  agree  \xv  o^vda^xi^'^ 
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the  claimants,  and  others  in  interest,  in  relation  to  my  duty  in  tbe 
premises. 

Had  the  resolutions  proposed  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the 
CJomptroller,  or  into  the  legality  and  correctness  of  the  determination 
at  which  he  arrived  in  his  action  upon  the  matter  referred  to,  there  is 
no  one  who  would  have  been  more  gratified  at  their  introduction  than 
myself.  It  is  what  I  have  been  long  anxious  to  bring  about,  and 
what  the  claimants,  I  have  no  doubt,  are  equally  anxious  to  avoid. 
But  this  is  the  first  instance,  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  in  the  history 
of  this  or  any  other  country,  where  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  con- 
demn or  censure  a  public  officer  for  an  alleged  error  in  the  construction 
of  a  law,  especially  when  acting  in  a  judicial  capacity,  unaccompanied 
by  any  charge  of  fraud  or  other  intentional  wrong  whatever.  That 
court  would  be  of  little  service  whose  judge  could  thus  be  made  respon- 
sible, for  every  decision  he  might  render,  to  the  censure  of  a  coordinate 
department  of  the  government. 

By  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  the  18th  of  August,  1856,  the  First 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  was  **  required  to  adjust  the  damages  due 
to  Edward  H.  Carmick  and  Albert  C.  Ramsey,  on  account  of  the  abro- 
gation by  the  Postmaster  General  of  their  contract  to  carry  the  mail 
on  the  Vera  Cruz,  Acapulco,  and  San  Francisco  route,  dated  15th  of 
February,  1853,  and  to  adjust  and  award  to  them,  according  to  the 
principles  of  law,  equity,  and  justice,  the  amount  so  found  due." 
The  matter,  for  some  reason,  was  not  taken  up  until  the  11th  of  March, 
1857,  upon  which  day  the  Comptroller  addressed  a  letter  to  Post- 
master General  Brown,  who  had  just  succeeded  Mr.  Campbell  in  office, 
advising  him  that  he  '^  intended  to  commence  the  examination  of  the 
case,"  and  that  *'any  proofs  ofiered  by  the  department  would  be  ex- 
amined with  the  care  due  to  their  merits.''  Difierences  of  opinion 
arising,  however,  in  regard  to  the  meaning  and  proper  construction 
of  the  law  referring  the  matter  to  this  omce,  and  the  duty  of  the 
Comptroller  in  the  premises,  the  following  questions  were  drawn  up 
and  submitted  to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  for  de- 
termination and  settlement : 

**1.  Whether  there  was  a  contract,  valid  and  binding  in  law,  be- 
tween the  claimants  and  the  Post  Office  Department? 

**2.  Whether  that  contract,  if  valid,  has  been  abrogated  by  any 
act  of  the  Postmaster  General? 

^^3.  Whether,  although  it  may  not  have  been  abrogated  in  fact,  yet 
is  the  Postmaster  General  or  the  Comptroller  compelled  so  to  regard  it 
under  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  18th  of  August,  1856?" 

The  Attorney  General,  whose  opinions  have  always  been  regarded 
as  binding  and  conclusive  upon  the  accounting  and  other  subordinate 
officers  of  the  government,  decided  each  of  the  aforesaid  points,  as  fol- 
lows: 

1.  That  there  was  a  contract  entered  into  between  the  Post  Office 
Department  and  Messrs.  Carmick  &  Ramsey,  for  carrying  the  mail 
from  Vera  Cruz  to  San  Francisco,  by  the  Acapulco  route,  but  that  the 
same  was  not  to  take  effect,  or  be  considered  in  force,  until  approved 
by  Congress  a'nd  the  necessary  appropriation  made  therefor,  neither  of 
which  conditions  was  ever  fulfilled. 
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2.  That  said  contract  never  was  abrogated  "by  any  act  of  omission 
or  of  commission  upon  the  part  of  the  Postmaster  General,  or  any  other 
oflScer  of  the  government. 

3.  That  it  is  the  imperative  and  unavoidable  duty  of  the  Comp- 
troller, under  the  law  aforesaid,  to  extend  his  inquiries  back,  and  to 
investigate  and  determine  the  facts  aforesaid,  before  proceeding  to  the 
consideration  of  damages.     Upon  this  point,  he  says: 

'^But  on  the  18th  of  August,  1856,  Congress  passed  a  law  requiring 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  adjust  the  damages  due  to  Carmick 
&  Bamsey,  on  account  of  the  abrogation  of  this  same  contract,  and 
award  them,  according  to  law,  equity,  and  justice^  what  he  should  find 
to  be  due.  Does  this  compel  the  Postmaster  General  and  the  Comp- 
troller to  ignore  the  truth,  and  shut  their  eyes  upon  the  fact  that  the 
contract  never  was  abrogated  at  all?  Undoubtedly  Congress  may 
order  the  money  in  the  Treasury  to  be  paid  to  a  person  who  has  no 
claim  upon  the  government,  as  well  as  to  a  just  creditor.  If  Congress 
had  chosen  to  say  that  Carmick  &  Bamsey  should  have  half  a  million 
of  dollars  as  a  gracious  gift,  the  Executive  could  not  refuse  to  pay  it, 
no  matter  how  clear  the  proof  might  be  that  the  law  was  unadvised 
and  wrong.  A  recital  in  such  a  law  that  the  sum  to  be  paid  was 
intended  as  compensation  for  damages  which  never  occurred,  would  not 
take  away  the  right  of  the  party  to  receive  what  was  given.  The  leg- 
islative will,  expressed  in  the  constitutional  form,  is  enough,  without 
more,  to  avouch  a  legislative  act.  But  here  is  a  law  which  does  not 
give  to  the  claimants  any  specified  sum  of  money.  The  amount  which 
they  may  lawfully  demand  is  to  be  ascertained  by  the  Comptroller.  To 
enable  him  to  do  this,  a  standard,  or  rule,  is  furnished  to  him,  and 
upon  that  he  must  base  his  calculation.  He  shall  allow  them  the  dam- 
ages due  to  them  on  account  of  the  abrogation  of  the  contract.  He 
vtoldtea  his  duty  if  he  allows  them  what  is  not  due  on  that  particular 
account.  In  other  words,  he  can  do  no  more  than  make  them  a  just 
compensation  for  the  injury  which  they  have  sufiered  in  direct  conse- 
quence of  the  abrogation  of  their  contract  by  the  Postmcwter  General. 
Now,  if  the  contract  was  never  abrogated,  its  abrogation  never  occa- 
sioned any  damage,  and,  of  course,  it  follows  that  they  have  no  claim 
under  this  law.  This  view  of  the  subject  is  made  still  plainer  by  ref- 
erence to  another  clause,  which  declares  that  the  Comptroller  shall 
award  and  adjudge  to  the  claimants  the  amount  found  due  according 
to  law,  equity,  and  justice.  The  obvious  meaning  of  this  is,  to  give 
the  claimants  what  they  might  recover  if  the  United  States  were  suable 
in  a  court  where  justice  is  administered  according  to  the  rules  of  law 
and  equity.  In  court  they  would  have  no  case,  for  no  judicial  tribunal 
would  give  a  party  damages  for  a  wrong  that  was  never  inflicted.  The 
duty  of  the  Comptroller  is  very  plain.  He  cannot  know  what  damages 
are  due  on  account  of  the  abrogation  of  the  contract,  without  inquiring 
when,  how,  in  what  manner,  and  to  what  extent  it  was  abrogated.  If 
this  inquiry  shall  lead  him  to  the  conclusion  that  the  contract  never 
was  abrogated  at  all,  he  will  have  reached  the  limits  of  his  power,  for 
he  is  not  authorized  to  award  them  compensation  for  a  loss  tke^  \si^^ 
have  suffered  in  any  other  way." 

Without  intending  to  assume  jurisdiction  of  t\ie  cdA^^  ^^^^^x^Xjw^ 


4  COMMUNICATION   OF  WILLIAM  MEDILL. 

of  the  Treasury  transmitted  this  opinion  to  the  Comptroller  with  un- 
mistakable evidence  of  his  concurrence  in  the  same,  and  thereupon  the 
Postmaster  General,  regarding  the  matter  as  disposed  of,  informed  the 
latter,  as  well  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  he  would  not 
**  become  a  party  to  any  investigation  having  for  its  object  the  adjust- 
ment of  any  damages  in  the  matter,"  and  would  consequently  offer  no 
proofs  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  as  suggested. 

In  view  of  this  opinion,  the  concurrence  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  therein,  and  of  the  action  of  the  Postmaster  General,  as  afore- 
tsaid,  I  addressed  a  letter  to  Messrs.  Oarmick  &  Ramsey,  advising 
them  of  the  necessity,  if  they  continued  to  persist  in  the  further  pros- 
ecution of  the  claim,  of  going  back  to  Congress  and  procuring  from 
that  body  a  more  definite  expression  of  their  wishes  in  regard  to  the 
matter.  This  suggestion,  which  was  repeated  and  urged  upon  their 
consideration  more  than  once  does  not  agree  very  well  with  the  charge 
now  made  that  I  sought  to  ^'  defeat  the  clearly  expressed  will  of  Con- 
gress." On  the  contrary,  my  course  in  this  was  in  exact  accordance 
with  the  views  and  recommendations  of  my  predecessor,  Mr.  Whittle- 
sey, as  will  be  seen  from  his  report,  notwithstanding  the  allegation  in 
the  preamble  that  I  had  set  his  '*  decision  at  defiance."  They  in- 
sisted, however,  upon  their  right  to  the  views  and  final  determination 
of  the  Comptroller,  as  the  matter  then  stood,  and  after  a  full  and 
careful  examination  of  the  case,  and  of  all  the  arguments  and  papers 
submitted  therewith,!  delivered  and  caused  to  be  recorded  the  decision 
which,  with  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  and  certain  letters  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  is  herewith  inclosed,  and  the  substance 
of  which  is  **that  I  find  nothing  due  from  the  United  States  to  Messrs. 
Carmick  &  Ramsey  under  the  contract  aforesaid." 

No  other  decision,  it  will  readily  be  admitted,  could  have  been  made 
without  regarding  the  law  as  absolute  and  mandatory  in  its  character, 
and  thereby  overruling  the  Attorney  General,  whose  duty  it  was  made 
to  construe  the  same,  which  never  would  have  been  tolerated  for  one 
moment  in  a  case  that  is  so  utterly  and  entirely  destitute  of  any  merit 
in  itself,  as  this  one  is,  whatever  might  have  been  my  own  views  in 
relation  to  the  question. 

In  answer  to  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  House  of  Representatives 
upon  the  suggestion  of  the  claimants  themselves,  on  the  23d  day  of 
December,  1858,  requesting  to  know  '*  what  action,  if  any,  had  been 
taken"  in  the  matter,  the  President  of  the  United  States  transmitted 
a  copy  of  the  said  decision,  together  with  all  the  papers  in  the  case,  to 
that  body.  It  was  thereupon  referred  to  the  standing  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  who,  after  a  careful  review,  and  a  protracted  and 
thorough  examination  of  the  whole  matter,  sustained,  as  I  understand, 
the  action  of  the  Comptroller  in  every  particular.  A  letter  from  Judge 
Chapman,  the  member  of  the  committee  who  was  in  charge  of  the 
matter,  is  also  inclosed. 

It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  if  I  did  err,  as  is  charged,  or  rather 
seems  to  have  been  taken  for  granted  in  the  said  resolutions,  in  my 
construction  of  the  said  law,  or  arrive,  from  whatever  cause,  at  illogi- 
cal or  wrong  conclusions  in  relation  to  the  merits  of  the  case,  there  is 
a  remarkable  coincidence  of  opinion  with  myself  upon  the  subject, 
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among  all  those  who  have  examined  the  same,  and  that  if  I  am  visited 
with  the  displeasure  of  the  Senate  as  has  been,  I  trust,  rather  thought- 
lessly invoked,  I  will  at  least  have  the  consolation  of  knowing  that  I  am 
not  without  company,  and  that,  too,  of  the  most  respectable  character. 

Having  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  contract  *^  never  was 
abrogated  at  all,'*  I  considered  my  authority,  under  the  opinion  of  the 
Attorney  General  aforesaid,  at  an  end,  and  made  but  little  reference 
to  the  merits  of  the  claim  in  any  other  respect.  But  as  the  matter  is 
again  up,  I  desire  to  call  your  attention,  and  that  of  Congress  gen- 
erally, to  a  very  brief  history  of  the  case,  with  the  view  of  showing 
that  even  if  I  had  *^  assumed  the  prerogative"  to  use  the  language 
contained  in  the  preamble  aforesaid,  of  overruling  the  law  department 
of  the  government,  and  of  disregarding  the  views  of  the  head  of  my 
own  immediate  department,  the  result  would  probably  have  been  the 
same. 

A  number  of  capitalists  in  the  city  and  State  of  New  York  having 
conceived  the  design  of  establishing  a  general  transportation  line  from 
New  Orleans  to  San  Francisco,  via  Vera  Cruz  and  Acapulco,  and 
thereby  shorten  the  time  and  distance  between  those  two  great  com- 
mercial points,  obtained,  through  their  agent,  Mr.  Kanisey,  now  one 
of  the  claimants  in  question,  from  the  government  of  Mexico,  or  the 
governments  of  certain  of  the  States  thereof,  sundry  grants,  privileges, 
and  franchises,  in  respect  to  the  navigation  of  the  river  Mescala,  the 
construction  of  roads,  and  the  transportation  of  passengers,  freight, 
mails,  &c.,  in  said  republic,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  that  design 
into  effect.  So  great  was  the  confidence  of  the  company  in  the  pro- 
posed route,  that  they  actually  estimated  their  profits  from  the  trans- 
portation of  passengers  and  freight  alone  at  the  enormous  sum  of 
^31,705  33  per  month,  after  the  payment  of  all  expenses,  and  without 
any  reference  to  the  mails  of  the  United  States  whatever. 

These  persons,  so  acting  in  the  first  instance  as  a  private  association, 
were,  in  the  month  of  January,  1853,  incorporated  into  a  company, 
under  the  name  of  the  ^*  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company," 
pursuant  to  and  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  an  act  of  the  State  of  New 
York  entitled  ^*An  act  for  the  incorporation  of  companies  formed  to 
navigate  the  ocean  by  steamers/'  passed  April  12,  1852.  As  soon  as 
organized  by  the  election  of  officers,  and  the  adoption  of  a  seal,  the 
company  assumed  the  grants,  privileges,  and  franchises  aforesaid ;  and, 
having  established  their  principal  office  for  the  transaction  of  business 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  entered  upon  the  use^  and  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  make  all  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  development  of 
the  same.  Mr.  Carmick,  the  other  claimant,  who  had  been  deputed 
to  Washington  for  that  purpose,  succeeded  in  entering  into  a  contract 
on  the  15th  of  February,  1853,  with  the  Postmaster  General  for  the 
transportation  of  the  United  States  mail  upon  the  said  line  from  New 
Orleans  to  Vera  Cruz,  Congress  having  authorized  the  same,  by  the 
required  appropriation,  and  which  contract  took  efiect  and  was  put 
into  execution  immediately  after  it  was  signed. 

For  the  benefit  and  further  development  of  the  said  routo,  and  acting 
in  the  capacity  of  agents,  as  aforesaid,  Messrs.  Carmick  &  Ramsey, 
together,  entered  into  a  contract  with  the  Postmaster  General  vsj^q>\!l 
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the  3d  day  of  March,  1853,  "being  the  last  day  of  the  administration 
which  was  then  in  power,  for  the  transportation  of  a  mail  from  Vera 
Cruz,  via  Acapulco,  to  San  Francisco  for  a^'term  or  period  which  waft 
to  commence  upon  the  occurrence  or  happening  of  a  certain  event. 
CJongress  never  having  authorized  or  made  any  appropriation  for  this 
service,  the  contract  was  made  ^^for  and  during  the  term  commencing 
from  the  time  Congress  shall  ratify  the  same  and  ending  four  years 
from  that  date."  To  avoid  all  misunderstanding,  however,  it  was 
further  stipulated,  and  expressly  agreed  between  the  parties,  that  said 
contract  was  ^Ho  have  no  force  or  validity  until  it  received  the  sanction 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  by  the  passage  of  an  appropriation 
to  carry  it  into  effect." 

These  contracts  having  been  procured  at  the  instance  and  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company,  and  with  a 
view  to  the  development  of  the  proposed  line,  were  duly  assigned  by 
Carmick  &  Ramsey  to  that  company,  in  pursuance  of  a  previous 
understanding  to  that  effect,  the  latter  contract,  upon  which  alone  the 
present  claim  is  founded,  by  instrument  under  seal,  dated  March  17, 
1853,  less  than  fifteen  days  after  it  was  made.  The  assignment,  so 
far  as  it  is  necessary  to  quote  the  same,  is  in  the  following  words : 

^' And  whereas,  for  the  better  and  more  perfect  assurance  and  devel- 
opment of  the  same,  (the  general  transportation  line,)  the  said  Albert 
C.  Ramsey  and  Edward  H.  Carmick  have  procured  from  the  United 
States  government  a  contract  for  carrying  the  mails  of  the  United 
States  from  Vera  Cruz,  in  Mexico,  to  San  Francisco,  in  the  United 
States,  bearing  date  the  15th  of  February,  1853:  Now,  therefore,  the 
said  Albert  C.  Ramsey  and  Edward  H.  Carmick,  for  themselves,  their 
heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  respectively,  doth  each 
for  himself,  and  not  the  one  for  the  other,  severally  covenant  and 
promise  and  agree,  with  the  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Com- 
pany, that  they  have  held,  and  do  now  hold,  and  vnU  continue  to  hold, 
the  said  contract,  and  any  extension  or  renewal  of  it  to  and  for  the 
use  of  the  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company,  and  their  succes- 
sors and  assigns,  as  and  for  their  sole  and  exclusive  property,  together 
with  all  the  issues  and  profits  therefrom,  or  payments  for  the  same; 
or  any  future  increase  of  service  under  it;  *  *  *  and  that  the  said 
contract  shall  be  for  the  use,  benefit,  and  profit  of  the  said  Mexican 
Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company,  their  successors  and  assigns;  and 
that  all  and  every  payment  or  appropriation  for  or  on  account  of  said 
contract,  for  the  enlargement  of  the  service  under  it,  or  for  any  mail 
thereof,  shall  be  held,  received,  and  taken  by  them,  for  and  on  account 
of  the  said  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company,  and  shall  be 
paid  over  to  their  order  or  appointment,  or  as  they  may,  in  writing, 
direct;  and  that  they  will  do  every  necessary  act  or  thing  whereby 
this  agreement  may  be,  in  good  faith,  fulfilled  and  executed  by  them, 
or  either  of  them ;  and  the  said  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Com- 

Eany  doth  covenant,  promise,  and  agree,  that  the  said  Albert  C. 
lamsey  and  Edward  H.  Carmick  shall  be  held  free  and  harmless  of, 
and  from,  all  loss  and  damages  by  reason  of  the  non-performance  of 
any  of  the  conditions  ot  aaivS.  coTi\.x«k.^\.\i^  ot  Qwthe  part  of  those  who 
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may  be  legally  chargeable  with  the  performance  or  the  execution  of 
the  said  contract." 

On  the  same  day — ^that  is,  on  the  17th  day  of  March,  1853,  an  article 
of  agreement  was  entered  into  between  the  said  company  and  Mr. 
Bamsey,  one  of  the  claimants,  by  which  the  latter  was  employed  to 
take  charge  of  the  affairs  of  the  company  in  Mexico,  and  to  transport 
the  said  mails  across  that  country,  ^^  according  to  the  tenor,  conditions, 
and  liabilities  of  the  said  contracts,"  the  inducement  or  preamble  to 
which  agreement  is  as  follows: 

**For  that,  whereas  the  said  Albert  C.  Ramsey,  formerly  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  has  heretofore  procured  and  obtained,  from 
the  government  of  the  republic  of  Mexico,  or  the  government  of 
certain  of  the  States  of  the  said  republic,  sundry  grants,  privileges, 
and  franchises  in  respect  to  the  navigation  of  the  river  Mescala,  the 
construction  of  roads,  and  the  transportation  of  the  mails  in  said 
republic;  which  said  grants,  privileges,  and  franchises,  were  procured 
for  and  on  behalf  of  sundry  persons  associated  in  the  United  States, 
now  represented  by  the  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company ; 
and  whereas  the  said  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company  have 
assumed  the  grants,  privileges,  and  franchises  aforesaid,  and  are  pro- 
ceeding to  the  execution  and  development  of  the  same;  and  whereas, 
for  the  better  and  more  perfect  assurance  and  development  of  the  same, 
the  said  Albert  C.  Ramsey  and  Edward  H.  Carmick  have  procured, 
from  the  United  States  government,  a  contract  for  carrying  the  mails 
of  the  United  States  from  Vera  Cruz,  in  Mexico,  to  San  Francisco,  in 
the  United  States,  bearing  date  the  15th  day  of  February,  1853;  and 
whereas  the  said  Edward  H.  Carmick,  in  fulfillment  of  the  same  design 
of  the  better  assurance  and  development  of  said  grants,  privileges, 
and  franchises,  has  procured,  in  his  own  name,  a  contract,  bearing 
date  the  15th  day  of  February,  1853,  for  the  transportation  of  the 
United  States  mail  from  New  Orleans  to  Vera  Cruz ;  and  whereas  both 
the  aforesaid  contracts  have,  in  fact,  been  procured  for  the  benefit  of,  and 
for  the  sole  enjoyment  and  profit  of  the  said  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland 
Company:  Now,  therefore,"  &c. ;  and  in  which  agreement  it  is  ex- 
pressly provided  that  ^^all  such  duties  and  performances  shall  be  at 
the  cost,  charge,  and  expense  of  the  said  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and 
Inland  Company." 

The  preliminary  matters  having  been  thus  arranged,  the  said  com- 

5 any  proceeded  to  prepare  the  route  for  operations,  and  on  the  15th  of 
une  of  the  same  year,  the  president,  Mr.  Rankin,  wrote  to  the  Post- 
master General  as  follows : 

'*  The  position  that  our  company  sustains  to  the  government,  as  the 
real  parties,  by  contract,  to  execute  the  mail  contract  with  Messrs. 
Ramsey  &  Carmick,  renders  it  proper  that  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment should  be  advised  of  the  state  of  forwardness,  on  the  part  of  the 
contractors,  to  ftdfill  the  contract.  *  *  We  (the  company)  have 
purchased  and  ordered  the  whole  of  the  rolling  stock  for  the  transit, 
and  parties  are  now  in  Mexico  clearing  obstructions,"  &c. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  claimants,  Carmick  &  Ramsey ,  wo*^ 
only  transferred  the  contract,  for  the  alleged  abtogaV^OTv  o^  ^\5l\^*0^^ 
are  now  seeking  damages^  within  a  few  days  ailex  \V.^aAXELa^^^\sv3^ 
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that  they  have  acknowledged,  over  and  over  again,  under  their  own 
hands  and  seals,  that  it  was  taken  in  their  names,  merely  as  a  matter 
of  convenience,  and  that  they  never  had  any  direct  interest  whatever 
in  the  same.  But  if  there  is  anything  more  wanting  than  their  own 
a^cknowledgments,  to  show  the  doubtful,  if  not  groundless  character 
of  the  demand  in  question,  it  may  be  found  in  certain  proceedings 
which  were  instituted  and  had  in  the  supreme  court  of  New  York, 
shortly  after  the  passage  of  the  law  referring  the  subject  to  the  C!omp- 
troller. 

In  the  preparation  and  stocking  of  the  route,  the  said  company 
incurred  a  number  of  debts.  Soon  becoming  insolvent,  and  finally 
abandoning  the  enterprise,  suits  were  brought  against  a  portion  of  the 
stockholders,  who,  by  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  incorporation,  were 
individually  liable  for  an  amount  equal  to  their  subscriptions,  and 
judgments,  in  every  instance,  obtained. 

The  persons  thus  subjected  to  the  payment  of  these  liabilities,  on 
hearing  of  the  passage  of  the  said  law,  and  observing,  with  no  little 
astonishment,  that  it  was  the  ^'damages  due  Carmick  &  Ramsey" 
that  were  to  be  adjusted  and  paid,  filed  a  bill  in  the  court  aforesaid, 
setting  forth  the  said  assignment  and  articles  of  agreement,  and 
expressly  alleging  that,  in  j)ursuance  thereof  and  of  the  original 
understanding  u})on  the  subject,  the  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland 
Company  *' assumed  the  whole  burden  of  tlie  execution  of  the  con- 
tract aforesaid,  between  the  United  States  and  the  said  Edward  H. 
Carmick  and  Albert  C.  Ramsey,  for  the  transportation  of  mails  from 
Vera  Cruz,  in  Mexico,  and  back;"  that  they  ** contracted  for  a  large 
number  of  mules  and  horses,  and  purchased  and  transported  to  Mexico, 
coaches,  wagons,  and  other  rolling  stock;''  that  they  '' contracted  a 
large  amount  of  indebtedness,  the  whole  or  greater  part  of  which  is 
owing  and  impaid;'*  that  *' no  sum  of  money  whatever  was  paid  or 
expended  by  the  said  Carmick  cfe  ItaiJisey,  or  either  of  therrij  or  by  any 
person  in  their  behalf,  in  relation  to  the  said  mail  service,  or  in  carrying 
out,  or  in  aitempting  to  fidjill,  the  terms  of  their  said  contract  mith  the 
United  States,  as  aforesaid;"  that  *Hhe  damages  so  claimed  by  the 
said  Carmick  &  Ramsey  consist,  in  part,  of  the  various  sums  of 
money  expended  and  debts  incurred  by  the  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and 
Inland  Company,  in  establishing  the  said  mail  route,''  &c.;  and  that 
the  said  **  company,  as  between  them  and  the  said  Carmick  &  Ram- 
sey, are  entitled  to  all  the  advantages  and  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
the  said  contract  since  the  assignment  thereof,  as  aforesaid,  and  to  all 
damages  which  may  have  resulted  by  any  breach  of  the  same;"  and 
upon  the  hearing  of  which  bill,  and  the  testimony  then  and  there 
produced,  the  following  order  was  made,  and  is  understood  and  believed 
by  this  office  to  be  still  in  full  force. 

*^It  appearing  satisfactorily  to  the  court  by  the  affidavit  of  Cliarles 
A.  Stetson,  one  of  the  plaintiffs,  and  Paschal  W.  Turney,  one  of  the 
attorneys  of  the  plaintiffs,  that  sufficient  grounds  for  an  order  of  in- 
junction exist,  now,  on  motion  of  Varnum  and  Turney,  plaintifi''8 
attorneys,  it  is  ordered  that  the  defendants,  Edward  H.  Carmick  and 
Albert  C.  Ramsey,  do  absolutely  desist  and  refrain  from  collecting  or 
receiving,  assigning  or  transferring,  any  award  which  may  be  made  by 
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the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  Congress  passed  August  18,  1856,  for  the  damages  due  to 
them  on  account  of  the  abrogation  by  the  Postmaster  General  of  their 
contract  to  carry  the  mail  on  the  Vera  Cruz,  Acapulco,  and  San  Fran- 
cisco route,  dated  15th  February,  1853,  or  any  right  or  claim  to  any 
damages  or  benefits  under  the  said  contract ;  and  from  doing  any  act 
or  thing  to  prejudice  the  rights  of  the  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland 
Company,  or  the  creditors  or  stockholders  of  said  corporation  in  any 
such  award,  or  in  such  damages  or  benefits  until  the  further  order  of 
this  court.  And,  in  case  of  disobedience  of  this  order,  the  said  de- 
fendants, Ramsey  &  Carmick,  are  to  be  liable  to  the  punishment 
therefor  prescribed  by  law." 

I  cannot  discover  that  either  the  facts  recited  in  the  foregoing  as- 
signment and  articles  of  agreement,  or  those  alleged  and  set  forth  in 
the  said  bill,  in  relation  to  the  ownership  of  the  line,  the  real  parties 
to  the  contract  aforesaid,  the  capacity  in  which  the  claimants  acted  in 
the  premises,  or  the  exclusive  liability  of  the  said  company  for  all  the 
expenditures  that  were  made,  and  losses  sustained  in  connection  there- 
with, have  ever  been  denied  or  called  in  question  by  any  one.  On 
the  contrary,  and  in  apparent  corroboration  of  their  truth,  it  will  be 
seen,  upon  an  examination  of  the  papers,  that  the  account  for  expend- 
itures filed  with  the  Comptroller,  and  for  which  damages  are  claimed 
by  Carmick  &  Ramsey,  is  mainly,  if  not  entirely ^  made  up  of  the 
moneys  paid  out  and  expenses  incurred  by  the  said  company,  in  pro- 
curing from  Mexico  the  grants  and  privileges  aforesaid  long  anterior 
to  the  making  of  the  said  mail  contract ;  in  paying  the  salaries  of  their 
oflScers,  and  other  corporate  expenses ;  and  in  purchasing  horses, 
mules,  wagons,  coaches,  and  such  other  articles  and  things  as  were 
deemed  necessary  for  the  accomplishment  of  their  main  design,  that  is 
to  say,  the  establishment  of  a  shorter  route  than  then  existed  between 
the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  States,  for  the  transportation  of  passengers 
and  freight,  without  any  reference  whatever  to  the  particular  contract 
in  question  ;  and  for  which  expenses,  remaining  unpaid,  the  very  suits 
above  referred  to  were  instituted,  and  judgments  obtained  against  the 
stockholders  as  aforesaid.  Indeed,  I  have  been  unable  to  find  that 
either  Carmick  or  Ramsey  ever  laid  out  or  expended  a  single  dollar  in 
the  opening  or  stocking  of  the  route,  or  in  any  enterprise,  improve- 
ment, or  other  preparation  that  was  ever  made,  or  commenced  to  be 
made,  for  the  transportation  of  mails  thereon  under  the  said  contract ; 
or  that  either  of  them  is,  or  ever  was,  liable  for  any  of  the  debts  which 
were  incurred  for  any  of  the  said  purposes.  That  the  said  debts  were 
contracted  by  the  company,  in  the  management  and  carrying  on  of 
their  own  business,  and  for  their  own  sole  benefit  and  use,  would  seem 
to  be  sufficiently  established  by  the  recovery  of  the  judgments  afore- 
said ;  nor  is  it  anywhere  shown  that  there  was  one  dollar  paid  out  or 
a  single  liability  incurred,  even  by  the  said  company,  that  would  not 
necessarily  have  been  paid  out  and  incurred  in  the  ordinary  prosecu- 
tion of  their  principal  enterprise,  even  if  the  said  contract  for  carrying 
the  mail  as  aforesaid  had  never  been  made  or  thought  ot\ 

The  route  never  was  opened  or  fully  prepared  ?oi  t\\^  \.^^\^'^\iQ\\s^^C\Q^^ 
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of  either  passengers,  freight,  or  mails.  The  parties,  therefore,  were 
never  in  a  condition  to  have  fulfilled  the  contract,  even  if  it  had  heen 
perfected  hy  the  approval  of  Congress,  and  hence  the  reason  that  they 
never  called  for  or  demanded  a  mail,  which  they  had  solicited  the 
privilege  of  carrying  at  their  own  expense,  in  advance  of  any  action  by 
Congress ;  and  hence,  also,  the  reason,  I  presume,  that  they  have 
never  to  this  day  applied  to  Congress  for  the  approval  and  consequent 
completion  of  the  said  contract. 

If  this  should  be  found  to  be  a  correct  history  of  the  case,  in  what 

{^articular  is  the  interest  of  Carmick  &  Ramsey  greater  than  that  of 
aborers  generally  in  the  contracts  or  business  of  their  employers? 
Where  their  right  to  damages  when  they  could  neither  be  affected  by 
the  success  or  failure  of  the  contract?  For  what  could  they  be  indem- 
nified when  they  never  expended  or  lost  a  dollar  in  connection  with 
the  whole  enterprise?  Suppose  there  was  some  improper  interference 
or  omission  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  Postmaster  General,  and  a  con- 
sequent infraction  of  the  contract,  it  is  very  clear  that  they  received  no 
injury,  and  the  Comptroller  was  not  required  or  authorized  to  "ad- 
just the  damages"  of  anybody  else.  Indeed,  the  single  fact  of  having 
presented  the  liabilities  and  expenditures  of  other  pei^aons,  laid  out  and 
incurred  for  other  purposes,  than  the  carrying  of  the  said  mail,  as  a 
foundation  for  damages  sustained  by  and  due  to  themselves,  affords  a 
pretty  fair  illustration,  in  my  judgment,  of  the  character  of  the  claim 
generally. 

I  have,  therefore,  in  view  of  the  said  preamble  and  resolutions, 
which,  though  offered  at  a  time  and  under  circumstances  that  certainly 
invited  delay,  have  been  suffered  to  repose  upon  the  table  of  the  Senate 
ever  since,  respectfully  to  ask  that  your  honorable  body  will  cause  a 
full,  thorough,  and  impartial  investigation  to  be  made  of  the  whole 
matter ;  inquiring  especially  into  the  merits  of  the  said  claim,  irre- 
spective of  the  law  referring  it  for  adjustment,  the  meaning  or  inter- 
pretation of  the  said  law,  the  correctness  of  the  course,  and  final  deci- 
sion of  the  Comptroller,  and  whether  there  were  any  facts  material  to 
a  proper  understanding  of  the  case  suppressed  or  withheld  from  Con- 
gress. I  have  never  in  this,  or  any  otter  official  act  of  my  life,  com- 
mitted an  intentional  wrong,  and  as  the  resolutions  in  question  were  de- 
signed, and  if  left  unnoticed  are  in  some  measure  calculated,  to  create 
an  impression  to  the  contrary,  I  claim  that,  as  a  public  officer,  I  have 
a  right  to  your  early  action  upon  the  subject. 

Indeed,  I  invite  the  most  searching  scrutiny  into  all  my  official  acts, 
feeling  proudly  confident  that  they  will  receive,  upon  examination,  the 
sanction  of  your  unqualified  approval,  as  they  now  do  the  approval  of 
my  own  conscience.     All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

W.  MEDILL, 

Comptroller. 

P.  S.  The  Comptroller  received  a  letter  from  the  attorneys  of  Mr. 
Aspinwall,  one  of  the  stockholders,  desiring,  "  without  in  any  way 
waiving  the  claim  of  our  (their)  clients  in  the  matter,  as  heretofore 
presented,  to  withdraw  the  papers"  relating  to  the  injunction.     But 
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he  had  previously  received  a  communication  from  Mr.  Rankin,  th^ir 
president,  stating  that,  **  at  the  proper  time,  the  Mexican  Mail  Com- 
pany are  prepared  to  show  vouchers,  &c.,  for  their  expenditures, 
with  the  full  powers  from  Ramsey  &  Carmick  for  receiving  the  appro- 
priation." 


No.  1. 

Post  Office  Department, 

WashingtoUy  April  16,  1857. 

Sir:  The  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  having  given  notice  to 
this  department  of  his  intention  to  commence  the  examination  of  the 
case  of  Edward  H.  Carmick  and  Albert  C.  Ramsey  for  damages  result- 
ing from  an  alleged  abrogation,  by  the  Postmaster  General,  of  their 
contract  of  February  15,  1853,  for  conveying  the  mails  on  the  Vera 
Cruz,  Acapulco,  and  San  Francisco  route,  agreeably  to  the  requirement 
of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  August  18,  1856, 1  submitted  the  case 
to  the  Attorney  General  on  the  28th  ultimo,  requesting  his  opinion  on 
the  legal  questions  involved. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy 
of  the  opinion  rendered  by  the  Attorney  General  in  this  case,  and  to 
apprise  you  that  I  have  informed  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury 
tnat,  inasmuch  as  the  case  turns  upon  the  simple  question,  whether 
the  contract  was  abrogated  by  the  Postmaster  General,  which  has  been 
answered  by  the  Attorney  General  in  the  negative,  I  have  decided  not 
to  become  a  party  to  any  investigation  having  for  its  object  the  adjust- 
ment of  any  damages  in  the  matter. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AARON  V.  BROWN. 

Hon.  Howell  Cobb, 

Secretary  of  the  TreoLSury. 


No.  2. 

Treasury  Department,  April  17,  1857. 

Sir:  I  herewith  inclose  to  you  a  copy  of  a  communication  which  I 
have  just  received  from  the  Postmaster  General,  with  the  accompany- 
ing opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  referred  to  in  the  letter  of  the 
Postmaster  General. 

It  appears  that  the  claim  pending  before  you  arises  out  of  an  alleged 
abrogation  of  a  contract  said  to  have  been  made  with  the  Post  Office 
Department.  The  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  has  been  requested 
by  the  Postmaster  General  upon  the  legal  points  involved  in.  tha  ca»fc^ 
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and  that  opinion  is  now  referred  to  you,  as  I  take  it  for  granted  that 
you  will  regard  it  as  conclusive  upon  the  questions  considered  and 
decided  by  the  Attorney  General. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  HOWELL  COBB, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Elisha  Whittlesey, 

First  Comptroller, 


No.  3. 

Treasury  Department,  January  12,  1858. 

Sir:  By  the  sixth  section  of  an  act  approved  August  18,  1856,  it 
was  provided  **That  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  is 
hereby,  required  to  adjust  the  damages  due  to  Edward  H.  Carmick  aod 
Albert  C.  Kamsey  on  account  of  the  abrogation,  by  the  Postmaster 
General,  of  their  contract  to  carry  the  mail  on  the  Vera  Cruz,  Aca- 
pulco,  and  San  Francisco  route,''  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

On  the  17th  April,  1857,  at  the  instance  of  the  Postmaster  Greneral, 
I  communicated  to  your  predecessor  the  written  opinion  of  the  Attor- 
ney General  on  some  of  the  points  involved  in  this  claim.  That 
opinion  was  given  in  response  to  the  Postmaster  General,  under  whose 
department  the  claim  had  arisen.  In  that  communication  I  said  ''the 
opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  has  been  requested  by  the  Postmaster 
General  upon  the  legal  points  involved  in  the  case,  and  that  opinion 
is  now  referred  to  you,  as  I  take  it  for  granted  that  you  will  regard  it 
as  conclusive  upon  the  questions  considered  and  decided  by  the  Attor- 
ney General." 

This  communication  has  been  construed  into  a  positive  instruction 
to  the  First  Comptroller  to  conform  his  decision  to  the  opinion  of  the 
Attorney  General,  and  the  language  I  employed  goes  far  to  authorize 
such  a  construction.  My  object  was  to  express  the  strong  conviction 
I  entertained  of  the  respect  that  should  be  paid  to  the  opinion  of  the 
Attorney  General  by  the  First  Comptroller.  Entertaining  that  opinion 
still,  I  desire  now  to  say  to  you  that  the  act  of  Congress  submits  the 
question  to  the  examination  and  decision  of  the  First  Comptroller  of 
tne  Treasury,  and  I  neither  desire  nor  intend  to  assume  jurisdiction 
of  the  case.     I  have  passed,  and  shall  pass  no  judgment  upon  it. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOWELL  COBB, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

William  Medill,  Esq., 

First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 


No.  4. 

Opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  and  decision  of  the  First  Comptroller 

in  the  case  of  Carmick  &  liamsey. 

Attorney  General's  Office,  April  7, 1857. 

Sir:  Your  letter  relative  to  the  claim  of  Edward  H.  Carmick  and 
AJbert   C.  Ramsey  fox  damages  under  the  act  of  Congress  passed 


COMMUNICATION   OF  WILLIAM   MEDILL.  13 

August  18,  1856,  and  asking  my  opinion  on  certain  questions  therein 
propounded,  has  been  duly  received,  and  I  have  considered  the  case. 

The  claimants'  counsel  have  handed  in  a  written  argument,  in 
which  I  am  urged  .not  to  answer  your  questions,  on  the  ground  that 
your  department  has  no  concern  with  the  matter.  If  this  were  true 
in  point  of  fact,  I  might  lawfully  send  back  your  communication  with- 
out a  reply.  But  what  right  have  I  to  believe  it?  I  am  sure  you 
have  business  enough  on  your  hands  to  give  you  abundant  employment 
without  volunteering  to  take  charge  of  a  claim  whoso  adjustment  lies 
outside  of  your  sphere.  I  am  bound  to  presume  (and  I  do  presume) 
that  it  does  concern  the  business  of  your  department  to  know  what  the 
law  is  on  the  points  you  have  presented. 

I  would  not  have  referred  in  this  letter  to  the  argument  I  have 
mentioned,  except  for  the  reason  that  it  gives  me  an  opportunity  of 
stating  the  rule  by  which  I  shall  always  be  governed,  namely,  never 
to  decline  answering  a  question  put  by  the  head  of  a  department  at 
the  instance  of  a  private  party  who  desires  me  to  be  silent.  Besides, 
it  is  obvious  to  me  that  your  department  is  concerned  with  the  busi- 
ness to  which  your  interrogatories  refer.  The  claim  mentioned  in 
your  letter  arises  out  of  a  contract  for  carrying  the  mails.  If  it  be 
unjust,  the  rights  of  the  government  must  be  protected  by  somebody. 
It  cannot  be  pretended  that  the  Comptroller  is  to  decide  upon  an  ex 
parte  hearing;  and  who  should  produce  the  evidence  and  make  the 
defense,  if  not  the  Postmaster  General?  It  was  upon  this  view  that 
the  Comptroller  gave  you  notice  of  his  intention  to  proceed  with  the 
investigation.  What  defense  you  shall  make,  or  whether  you  shall 
make  any,  depends  upon  the  construction  of  the  law  you  inquire 
about. 

It  seems  that  Messrs.  Carmick  &  Ramsey,  on  the  15th  of  February, 
1853,  made  a  contract  with  the  Postmaster  General  for  carrying  the 
mail  from  Vera  Cruz  to  San  Francisco,  by  way  of  Aoapulco,  at  the 
sum  of  $424,000  per  annum,  for  four  years,  *' commencing /rom  the 
time  thai  Congress  shall  ratify  this  contract/'  This  contract  further 
stipulates  that  it  is  **to  have  no  force  or  validity  until  it  shall  have 
received  the  sanction  of  Congress  by  the  passage  of  an  appropriation 
to  carry  it  into  effect."  Congress  has  never,  down  to  the  present 
time,  made  any  such  appropriation.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  con- 
tractors carried  the  mails  under  this  contract,  or  incurred  any  expense 
in  preparing  to  do  so.  But  it  is  not  material  whether  they  did  or  not, 
since  they  were  distinctly  warned  that  the  government  would  not  be 
liable  until  the  sanction  of  Congress  should  be  given,  and  they  them- 
selves admitted  that  they  so  understood  their  rights  and  obligations. 
Your  immediate  predecessor,  Mr.  Campbell,  did  not'approve  of  the 
contract.  He  so  stated  in  his  report  and  in  his  correspondence  with 
the  contractors;  but  he  never  declared  that  he  had  any  intention  not 
to  carry  it  out  if  Congress  would  ratify  it  by  an  appropriation. 

1.  Your  first  question  is,  whether  the  contract  was  valid  and  bind- 
ing?    I  answer  this  in  the  affirmative.     The  law  authorizes  the  Post- 
master General  to  make  contracts  for  carrying  the  mails  ftovcv  <5\v^  ^%x\» 
of  the  United  States  to  another,  through  a  iLOTe\g\i  cowwXx^ »     ^\i>w^ 
prerequisi ties  of  advertising ,  &c.,  seem  to  have  \>evi\i  o\i^<iXNe.^^^\v.^^ 
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see  no  reason  for  declaring  this  contract  void.  But  it  is  binding  in 
all  its  parts.  The  contractors  must  take  it  with  all  its  imperfections 
on  its  head,  and  subject  to  all  the  conditions  expressed  in  it.  One  of 
its  terms  is,  that  until  Congress  should  approve  it  the  contractors 
could  not  be  called  on  for  any  service,  nor  the  government  be  required 
to  make  any  payment  under  it.  This  part  of  the  contract  is  as  bind- 
ing as  any  other,  and  neither  party  has  a  right  to  disregard  it.  It 
certainly  does  not  bind  the  Post  Office  Department  to  regard  Carmick 
&  Bamsey  as  having  a  right  to  carry  the  mails  from  Vera  Cruz  to  San 
Francisco  by  the  Acapulco  route,,  and  to  be  paid  for  doing  so  by  the 
United  States.  My  reason  for  saying  this  is  not  because  the  contract 
is  void,  but  for  the  directly  opposite  reason ;  because  it  is  valid,  and 
because  it  is  expressly  agreed  that  no  such  effect  shall  be  given  to  it 
except  upon  the  occurrence  of  an  event  which  never  happened. 

2.  Was  the  contract  abrogated  by  the  Postmaster  Gr^neral?  Cer- 
tainly not.  There  is  no  act  of  that  officer  which  can  possibly  be  so 
construed.  He  did  not  bind  himself  and  his  successors  to  recommend 
the  ratification  of  the  contract  by  Congress.  It  was  his  duty  to  express 
his  honest  conviction  in  his  report,  and  it  would  have  been  gross  mis- 
behavior to  conceal  it.  Nor  was  there  anything  inconsistent  with  the 
agreement  in  warning  the  other  parties  that  they  must  proceed  on 
their  own  responsibility,  nor  in  the  instructions  to  the  postmasters  at 
New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco  to  let  them  have  no  mails  without 
fiirther  order  from  the  department.  All  this  was  but  carrying  out 
the  contract,  and  acting  upon  it,  according  to  the  stipulations  which 
both  parties  had  put  into  it  with  their  own  free  will.  The  government 
was  to  incur  no  responsibility  and  to  be  holden  for  no  expense ;  the 
contractors  were  to  exercise  no  rights  as  such,  and  to  claim  no  payment 
until  Congress  would  make  an  appropriation. 

The  Postmaster  General  claimed  nothing  for  the  government  beyond 
what  he  bargained  for.  He  warned  the  contractors  against  making 
any  effort  to  bind  upon  the  back  of  the  government  a  burden  which 
it  was  expressly  agreed  that  no  hand  except  that  of  Congress  should 
presume  to  fasten  there.  He  stood  upon  the  very  terms  of  the  contract; 
and  only  asked  of  the  other  parties  that  they,  too,  would  observe  them 
with  equal  good  faith.  He  did  not  change  the  schedule  of  other  routes 
in  connection,  nor  order  the  postmasters  to  let  Carmick  &  Bamsey 
have  the  mails.  It  was  not  his  duty  to  do  so;  for,  as  those  persons 
had  no  contract  which  compelled  them  to  carry  a  mail,  it  would  have 
been  wrong  to  let  them  have  it  in  their  charge.  Upon  the  whole,  I 
am  very  clear  in  the  opinion  that  the  contract  in  question  never  was 
abrogated,  annulled,  rescinded,  or  violated  by  the  Postmaster  General, 
in  letter  or  spirit. 

3.  But  on  the  I8th  of  August,  1856,  Congress  passed  a  law  re- 
quiring the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  adjust  the  damages  to 
Carmick  &  Ramsey  on  account  of  the  abrogation  of  this  same  contract, 
and  award  them,  according  to  law,  equity,  and  justice,  what  he  should 
find  to  be  due.  Does  this  compel  you  and  the  Comptroller  to  ignore 
the  truth,  and  shut  your  eyes  upon  the  fact  that  the  contract  never 
was  abrogated  at  all  ?  Undoubtedly,  Congress  may  order  the  money 
in  the  treasury  to  be  paid  to  a  person  who  has  no  claim  upon  the  gov- 
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eminent,  as  well  as  to  a  ju8t  creditor.  If  Congress  had  chosen  to  say 
that  Carmick  &  Bamsey  should  have  half  a  million  of  dollars  as  a 
gracious  gift,  the  Executive  could  not  refuse  to  pay  it,  no  matter  how 
clear  the  proof  might  be  that  the  law  was  unadvised  and  wrong.  A 
recital  in  such  a  law  that  the  sum  to  be  paid  was  intended  as  compen- 
sation for  damages  which  never  occurred  would  not  take  away  the  right 
of  the  party  to  receive  what  was  given.  The  legislative  will,  expressed 
in  the  constitutional  form,  is  enough,  without  more^  to  avouch  a  legis- 
lative act.  But  here  is  a  law  which  does  not  give  to  the  claimants 
any  specified  sum  of  money.  The  amount  which  they  may  lawfully 
demand  is  to  be  ascertained  by  the  Comptroller.  To  enable  him  to  do 
this,  a  standard  or  rule  is  furnished  to  him,  and  upon  that  he  must 
base  his  calculation.  He  shall  allow  them  the  damages  due  to  them 
on  account  of  the  abrogation  of  their  contract.  He  violates  his  duty 
if  he  allows  them  what  is  not  due  on  that  particular  account.  In  other 
words,  he  can  do  no  more  than  make  them  a  just  compensation  for  the 
injury  which  they  have  suffered  in  direct  consequence  of  the  abrogation 
of  their  contract  by  the  Postmaster  General.  Now,  if  the  contract  was 
never  abrogated,  its  abrogation  never  occasioned  any  damage ;  and, 
of  course,  it  follows  that  they  have  no  claim  under  this  law.  This 
view  of  the  subject  is  made  still  plainer  by  reference  to  another  clause, 
which  declares  that  the  Comptroller  shall  award  and  adjudge  to  the 
claimants  the  amount  found  due  according  to  laWy  equity ^  ana  justice. 
The  obvious  meaning  of  this  is,  to  give  the  claimants  what  they  might 
recover  if  the  United  States  were  suable  in  a  court  where  justice  is 
administered  according  to  the  rules  of  law  and  equity.  In  court  they 
would  have  no  case;  for  no  judicial  tribunal  would  give  a  party  dam- 
ages for  a  wrong  that  was  never  inflicted. 

The  duty  of  the  Comptroller  is  very  plain.  He  cannot  know  what 
damages  are  due  on  account  of  the  abrogation  of  the  contract,  without 
inquiring  when,  how,  in  what  manner,  and  to  what  extent,  it  was 
abrogated.  If  this  inquiry  shall  lead  him  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
contract  never  was  abrogated  at  all,  he  will  have  reached  the  limits 
of  his  power ;  for  he  is  not  authorized  to  award  them  compensation 
for  a  loss  they  may  have  suffered  in  any  other  way. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

J.  S.  BLACK. 

Hon.  A.  V.  Brown, 

Postmaster  General. 


Decision  in  the  Carmick  &  Ramsey  case. 

Treasury  Department, 
Comptroller's  Office,  August  11,  1858. 

In  the  matter  of  the  claim  of  Carmick  &  Ramsey  for  damages  on 
account  of  the  alleged  abrogation  of  a  contract. 

The  act  making  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  Post  Office  Bor 
partment,  approved  August  18, 1856,  contains  t\\e  to\\oV\w^Y^oV\^\^T^\ 

^^  Section  6,  And  he  it  further  ena^dedy  Tliat  ttie  Y\t«\.  C»Qta:^VtOC^^T 
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of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  required  to  adjust  the  damages 
due  to  Edward  H.  Carmick  and  Albert  C.  Ramsey  on  account  of  the 
abrogation,  by  the  Postmaster  General,  of  their  contract  to  carry  the 
mail  on  the  Vera  Cruz,  Acapulco,*  and  San  Francisco  route,  dated  the 
15th  of  February,  1853  ;  to  adjudge  and  award  to  them,  according  to 
the  principles  of  law,  equity,  and  justice,  the  amount  so  found  due; 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  required  to  pay  the  same 
to  the  said  Carmick  &  Ramsey,  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated." 

The  substance  of  the  contract  above  referred  to  is  as  follows : 

That  Carmick  &  Ramsey  should  transport  the  United  States  mail 
from  Vera  Cruz,  via  Acapulco,  to  San  Francisco,  and  back,  twice  a 
month,  according  to  a  schedule  furnished  at  the  time,  in  thirteen  days 
each  way,  thus  extending  the  New  Cleans  and  Vera  Cruz  line  through 
Mexico,  and  making  one  through  line  between  New  Orleans  and  San 
Francisco  in  sixteen  days,  for  the  sum  of  $424,000  per  year,  for  and 
during  the  term  commencing  from  the  time  Congress  should  ratify  the 
contract,  and  ending  four  years  from  that  date. 

The  contract  closed  with  this  additional  and  emphatic  stipulation: 
'*And  it  is  hereby  further  expressly  understood  that  this  contract  is 
to  have  no  force  or  validity  until  it  shall  have  received  the  sanction  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  by  the  passage  of  an  appropriation 
to  carry  it  into  effect." 

It  is  proper  also  to  state  that,  by  certain  subsequent  contracts  en- 
tered into  between  Messrs.  Carmick  &  Ramsey  and  the  Mexican 
Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company,  the  latter  company  became  the  par- 
ties in  fact  to  execute  the  contract  aforesaid,  as  appears  from  their 
letters  to  the  Postmaster  General  of  June  15  and  November  23,  1853. 
In  the  first  of  said  letters  they  say  that  they  ''are  the  real  parties  by 
contract  to  execute  the  contract  with  Carmick  &  Ramsey;"  and  in 
the  second,  that  ''by  the  5th  section  of  the  law  of  1848  it  is  illegal 
for  contractors  to  assign  their  contract;  and  although  aware  that  the 
department  is  not  bound  to  recognize  any  but  the  contractors,  yet 
frankness  enforces  the  propriety  of  saying,  that  by  specific  covenants,  this 
company  have  agreed  with  Messrs.  Ramsey  &  Carmick  to  fulfill  all 
the  conditions  of  the  contract  on  their  part,  to  be  kept  and  performed, 
in  relation  to  land  service  between  Vera  Cruz  and  Acapulco." 

By  reference,  also,  to  the  above  letter  of  June  15,  1853,  it  will  be 
seen  that,  at  that  time,  this  company  were,  as  stated  by  them,  making 
arrangements  to  execute  the  contract.  "We,"  they  remark,  "have 
purchased  and  ordered  the  whole  of  the  rolling  stock  for  the  transit, 
and  parties  are  now  in  Mexico  clearing  obstructions,"  &c. 

The  contract  between  the  Postmaster  General  and  Messrs.  Carmick 
&  Ramsey  contains  a  provision  also  that  "  the  Postmaster  General 
may  annul  the  contract  for  assigning  the  same  without  his  consent." 

On  the  7th  day  of  March,  1853,  Mr.  Hubbard,  a  few  hours  before 
retiring  from  the  office  of  Postmaster  General,  authorized  the  post- 
masters at  New  Orleans,  San  Francisco,  Monterey,  and  San  Diego,  to 
send  a  mail  by  the  Vera  Cruz  and  Acapulco  line,  containing  letters  or 
papers  expressly  directed  to  go  by  that  line,  when  said  communication 
should  be  open  and  the  contractors  prepared  to  carry  the  same,  "with 
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the  express  understanding  that  neither  the  department  nor  the  govern- 
ment is  to  be  in  any  way  holden  for  any  expenses  attending  such  ser- 
vice ;  but,  as  provided  in  the  contract,  it  is  left  for  Congress  to  determine 
whether  the  contract  is  to  be  sanctioned  by  an  appropriation  to  carry 
it  into  effect ;  the  pay,  if  any,  for  said  service  commencing  only  in 
accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  contrfiwjt." 

On  the  15th  of  June,  1853,  the  president  of  the  Mexican  Ocean  Mail 
and  Inland  Company  advised  Mr.  Campbell,  who  had  in  the  mean- 
time succeeded  Mr.  Hubbard  as  Postmaster  General,  that  said  com- 
pany, as  the  real  parties  to  execute  the  contract  in  question,  were 
preparing  to  do  so  with  all  possible  dispatch;  that  by  **the  10th  of 
August  the  mules  and  horses  would  be  down  from  Coahuila,  and  that 
they  then  expected  to  make  the  transit  across." 

In  reply,  Mr.  Postmaster  General  Campbell,  on  the  9th  of  July, 
1853,  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Rankin,  president  as  aforesaid,  in 
which  he  stated  that  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty,  after  due  deliberation, 
to  inform  him  that  the  conditional  contract  entered  into  between  his 
predecessor,  Mr.  Hubbard,  and  Messrs.  Bamsey  &  Carmick,  for  the 
conveyance  of  the  mails  on  the  Vera  Cruz  and  Acapulco  line,  did  not 
meet  with  his  approbation ;  that  he  considered  the  route  impracticable 
for  mail  purposes,  and  inasmuch  as  the  large  sum  of  $731,868  was 
already  drawn  yearly  from  the  treasury  for  contracts  between  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific,  he  deemed  it  both  inexpedient  and  unjust  to 
other  sections  of  the  country  to  expend  a  still  further  sum  of  $424,000 
per  year  for  the  same  service;  and  moreover,  that  he  disapproved  of 
the  principle  upon  which  this  contract  was  founded,  which,  although 
it  established  no  legal  claim  to  compensation,  yet  the  contractors 
might  go  on  and  incur  expense  in  the  expectation  that  they  would  be 
paid,  and  Congress,  more  from  private  sympathy  than  public  policy 
and  justice,  be  at  length  induced  to  yield  to  a  measure  to  which  its 
prior  sanction  never  could  have  been  obtained. 

On  the  23d  of  September,  1853,  Postmaster  General  Campbell  di- 
rected the  postmasters  at  New  Orleans,  San  Diego,  Monterey  and  San 
Francisco,  to  report  to  the  department  for  further  instructions,  should 
the  proprietors  of  the  Vera  Cruz,  Acapulco,  and  San  Francisco  line 
apply  for  mails  to  take  over  their  route,  under  the  conditional  order 
oi  his  predecessor,  dated  March  7,  1853,  before  delivering  the  same, 
*'to  e«able  the  department,"  as  he  subsequently  states  in  his  letter  of 
January  31,  1855,  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
**  to  be  fully  satisfied  that  all  mails  forwarded  by  that  route  were  com- 
mitted to  the  care  and  custody  of  proper  persons,  and  would  be  safely 
transmitted  through  Mexico."  It  is  not  shown,  however,  that  any 
mails  were  ever  called  for,  or  that  any  letters  or  papers  were  ever  ex- 
pressly directed  to  go  by  that  line. 

The  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company,  uniting  with  one 
Charles  Morgan,  addressed  a  letter,  bearing  date  October  26,  1853^ 
to  the  Postmaster  General,  asking  for  a  change  of  schedule  between 
New  Orleans  and  Vera  Cruz,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  connect  with  the 
steamers  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  on  the  Pacific  side, 
via  the  Vera  Cruz  and  Acapulco  route.  This  the  Postmaster  General, 
in  his  reply  of  November  3,  1853,  declined  to  do,  as  the  contract  vol 
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relation  to  the  Vera  Cruz  and  Acapulco  line  had  not  been  approTed 
by  Congress,  as  was  necessary,  before  it  could  go  into' effect;  and  even 
if  it  should  be  approved,  he  could  sanction  no  change  that  would  dis- 
pense with  the  additional  semi-mbnthly  mail,  which  was  clearly  con- 
templated by  his  predecessor  on  first  entering  into  the  same. 

On  the  12th  of  November,  1853,  Mr.  E.  H.  Carmick  again  applied  to 
the  Postmaster  General  for  an  order  permitting  him,  as  one  of  the  con- 
tractors, to  carry  a  mail  over  this  route,  leaving  it  optional  with  per- 
sons to  send  by  this  way,  or  to  designate  the  same  on  the  letter,  and, 
in  giving  such  order,  wished  the  Postmaster  General  "particularly  to 
state  that  the  department  will,  in  no  way,  be  bound  for  any  future 
remuneration  for  the  service." 

Mr.  Rankin,  on  the  23d  of  November,  1853,  as  president  of  the 
Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company,  addressed  a  communication 
to  the  Postmaster  General,  setting  forth  that  the  said  company  were 
the  real  parties  to  execute  the  contract,  urging  the  importance  of  the 
route,  furnishing  letters  and  other  information  concerning  it,  and 
asking  him  to  recommend  to  Congress  the  propriety  of  approving  the 
contract. 

On  the  2Sth  of  November,  1854,  Messrs.  Ramsey  &  Carmick  wrote 
to  the  Postmaster  General,  calling  his  attention  to  their  contract  with 
the  department,  and  stating  that  they  had  provided  steamers  for  the 
service  on  the  Pacific  ocean,  collected  horses,  mules,  stages,  and  other 
materials  for  the  overland  conveyance  ;  incurred  expenses  amounting 
to  $98,000,  of  which  $56,000  had  been  paid,  and  that  they  intepded 
to  have  commenced  running  the  line  in  December,  but  the  department 
having,  in  its  annual  report,  expressed  its  disapprobation  of  the  enter- 
prise on  the  ground  of  the  impolicy  of  conditional  contracts,  they 
ceased  operations,  and  consequently  sustained  serious  damages  from 
the  department.  To  this  letter  the  Postmaster  General  responded, 
December  30,  1854,  that  the  conditional  contrfiwjt  for  service  between 
San  Francisco  and  Vera  Cruz,  to  which  they  referred,  was  executed 
on  the  3d  of  March,  1853,  just  before  he  came  into  office ;  that  his 
attention  was  called  to  the  subject  by  Mr.  Rankin's  letter  of  the  15th 
June,  1853 ;  that  in  his  reply  thereto,  of  the  9th  of  July  following, 
he  gave  his  views  at  length  in  regard  to  the  said  contract;  and  that 
if  any  money  was  expended  by  them  after  that  time,  it  was  done  with 
a  full  knowledge  of  his  views. 

The  foregoing  facts  contain  a  general  outline  of  the  history  of  this 
case  down  to  the  passage  of  the  act  above  quoted,  referring  the  subject 
to  this  ofiice.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add  that  Congress  has  never 
sanctioned  the  contract  by  passing  the  necessary  appropriation,  or 
otherwise. 

On  being  called  upon  by  this  office  for  a  statement  of  the  nature 
and  amount  of  the  damages  claimed  by  them,  Messrs.  Carmick  & 
Bamsey^  on  the  13th  of  November,  1856,  submitted  the  following  : 

'*^We  claim,  as  we  are  advised  we  may  claim,  lawfully,  equitably, 
and  justly,  our  contract  price  for  the  term  of  the  contract,  subject  only 
to  such  abatement  or  deduction  as  may  be  shown,  the  burden  of  proof 
of  such  abatement,  if  any,  resting  on  the  government.     We  need  not 
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here  recite  the  consideration  agreed  upon,  as  that  is  already  of  record 
in  your  office. 

**  Otherwise,  we  claim,  as  we  are  advised  we  may  claim,  lawfully, 
equitably,  and  justly,  the  full  value  of  our  contract,  what  it  would 
have  been  worth  to  us  had  we  been  permitted  to  give  effect  to  it  ac- 
cording to  its  intent. 

"  The  papers  herewith  submitted  exhibit  a  fair  view  of  the  propor- 
tions of  our  claim.  We  also  claim  the  amount  of  the  account  of  out- 
lays and  expenses  in  Mexico,  as  given  by  Mr.  Marsh. 

'*  EDWARD  H.  CARMICK, 
^^ ALBERT  C.  RAMSEY." 

The  papers  accompanying  the  above  statement  and  demand  are  a 
pro  forma  account  of  estimated  receipts  and  expenditures  for  their 
line  under  the  contract,  showing  that  they  expected,  by  receipts  from 
passengers  and  freights  alone,  to  pay  all  of  the  expenses  of  the  route, 
and  clear  in  that  way,  per  month,  $31,705  33,  and  thus  making  all 
that  would  be  received  under  the  contract  clear  profit.  Also,  an  ac- 
count of  expenses  incurred  in  Mexico,  amounting  to  $113,117  54.  The 
demand  of  the  claimants  may  therefore  be  formally  stated  thus: 

Compensation  for  four  years,  at  $424,000  per  year $1,696,000  00* 

Expenses  incurred,  &c 113,117  54 

Entire  damages  claimed i.     1,809,117  54 


It  is  contended  by  the  claimants  that  the  investigation  of  the  prin- 
cipal facts  in  the  case  by  this  office  is  precluded  by  the  act  in  question, 
they  having  been  expressly  determined  by  the  words  of  the  law  itself. 
It  is  accordingly  claimed  that  Congress,  on  the  passage  of  the  section 
heretofore  quoted,  has  declared — 

Ist.  That  a  contract  was  entered  into  March  3,  1853,  with  Carmick 
&  Ramsey  to  carry  the  mail  on  the  Vera  Cruz,  Acapulco,  and  San 
Francisco  route. 

2d.  That  said  contract  was  abrogated  by  the  Postmaster  General. 

3d.  That  damages  are  due  Carmick  &  Ramsey  on  account  of  said 
abrogation. 

4th.  That  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  is  required  to  ad- 
just said  damages,  and  to  adjudge  and  award  to  Carmick  &  Ramsey, 
according  to  principles  of  law,  justice,  and  equity,  the  amount  he  shall 
so  find  due. 

I  do  not  understand  that  the  preamble  or  recital  in  an  act  is  of 

freater  force  than  the  enacting  clause.  Indeed,  although  the  pream- 
le  usually  contains  the  motives  and  inducements  to  the  passage  of 
the  statute,  it  has  been  held  by  the  courts  to  be  no  part  of  it.  A  false 
recital  will  not  invalidate  the  enacting  clause,  an  irrelevant  one  can- 
not divert  the  object  of  the  law ;  and  where  the  words  of  the  enacting 
clause  are  plain  and  intelligible,  they  can  receive  ivo  ^ow^\,\>3i^V\q.\i  ^^ 
interpretation  from  the  recital  or  preamble  diffexeut  iioT£i\)Dkfevt  \\»Jwix^ 
and  obvious  meaniDg. 
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It  certainly  has  never  been  considered  by  tbe  coortfi  that  a  false  re- 
cital of  the  facts  in  a  statute  was  conclusive  as  to  those  facts.  If  such 
were  the  case,  a  legal  and  constitutional  enactment  might  be  rendered 
wholly  inoperative  or  void  by  its  being  made  subject  to  the  false 
recital. 

If  the  theory  be  correct  that  the  declarations  of  Congress,  or  other 
legislative  body,  contained  in  the  preamble  or  recital  in  a  statute,  are 
conclusive  as  to  the  facts  stated,  it  is  evident  that  Congress  has  the 
power  to  make  all  of  its  enactments,  especially  in  private  and  special 
oills,  constitutional  and  valid. 

This  is  so  evident  as  scarcely  to  need  illustration.  Take  any  case 
of  doubtful  constitutional  power :  Congress,  for  instance,  wishes  to  es- 
tablish a  national  bank,  and  recites  in  the  preamble  of  the  act  that, 
for  the  purposes  of  borrowing  money,  coUectmg  the  revenue,  and  pay- 
ing the  debts  of  the  government,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  a 
bank  be  incorporated,  and  that  these  objects  can  be  accomplished  in 
no  other  way.  If  stick  be  the  fact,  the  constitutional  power  to  incor- 
porate the  bank  is  beyond  question ;  and  if  the  recital  of  Congress  be 
conclusive,  there  can  be  no  inquiry  as  to  the  existence  of  that  power. 

Or,  say  Congress  desires  to  confiscate  or  condemn  to  public  use  my 
property:  to  avoid  the  constitutional  requirement  that  compensation 
shall  be  paid  me  before  appropriating  the  same,  it  is  only  necessary 
that  the  act  of  appropriation  recite  that  the  property  belongs  to  the 
government,  or  that  it  is  worthless  and  of  no  value.  If  such  recital 
be  conclusive,  the  Constitution  is  no  protection  to  me,  and  I  am  en- 
tirely without  redress. 

Let  us  test  the  correctness  of  this  position  by  supposing,  in  the 
present  case,  the  facts  to  be  reversed  m  the  recital  in  this  act.  If 
Congress,  after  having  examined  the  claim  of  Carmick  &  Ramsey,  a 
committee  having  made  an  adverse  report  thereon,  had  passed  an  act 
reciting  that  they  never  had  any  contract  with  the  government,  but 
nevertheless  directing  the  proper  accounting  officers  to  adjust  their 
claim  and  award  them  the  damages  that  might  be  found  due  to  them, 
according  to  the  principles  of  law,  justice,  and  equity,  I  do  not  doubt 
but  that  they  would  now  be  urging  the  propriety  on  the  part  of  that 
officer  of  a  full  and  thorough  investigation  of  all  the  facts,  and  as 
strenuously  denouncing  the  idea  of  his  being  precluded  from  so  doing 
by  any  recital  in  the  statute,  as  contrary  to  every  principle  of  law,  jus- 
tice, and  equity ;  and  if  it  should  appear  that  a  contract  had  been 
entered  into,  which  had  been  wantonly,  illegally,  and  unjustly  vio- 
lated by  the  department,  they  would  certainly  insist  that  they  were 
entitled  to  whatever  damages  they  sustained,  notwithstanding  the 
recital. 

It  is  not  denied  that  Congress  has  full  constitutional  power  to  order 
the  public  money  to  be  either  paid  away  or  given  away  at  its  pleasure; 
but  its  will  so  to  do  must  be  expressed  in  proper  form.  Nor  will  a  bad 
reason  or  false  object  invalidate  the  gift,  any  further  than  the  rule 
holds  good  that  where  the  reason  of  the  law  ceases  the  law  itself  ceases. 

Thus,  Congress  might  enact  a  law  reciting  that,  whereas  I  had  a 
contract  with  the  government  which  had  been  violated,  I  should  be 
considered  as  injured  to  that  amount,  and  paid  the  sum  of  |10.000,  the 
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fact  being  that  I  never  had  had  such  a  contract  at  all.  Yet  it  was  the 
-will  of  Congress  that  I  should  have  the  $10,000,  if  so  ordered,  and  the 
law  gave  the  officers  authority  to  pay  me  the  money,  notwithstanding 
the  law  gave  a  reason  which  did  not  exist  for  paying  the  same. 

But  it  would  have  been  widely  different  if  Congress  had  recited  that 
I  had  had  the  contract,  and  that  it  had  been  violated,  and  therefore 
the  accounting  officers  should  adjust  the  damages  due  me  by  reason  of 
such  violation,  and  award  me  the  amount  so  found  due  according  to 
law,  justice,  and  equity.  In  such  case  there  could  be  nothing  paid, 
for  there  would  be  neither  contract  nor  violation  of  contract  on  which 
to  predicate  an  award. 

I  cannot  better  apply  this  distinction  than  by  quoting  from  the 
opinion  of  the  present  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  to  whom 
this  whole  case,  as  well  as  the  construction  which  should  be  placed 
upon  the  law  in  question,  has  been  submitted: 

** Undoubtedly,"  says  that  gentleman,  **  Congress  may  order  the 
money  in  the  treasury  to  be  paid  to  a  person  who  has  no  claim  upon 
the  government,  as  well  as  to  a  just  creditor.  If  Congress  had  chosen 
to  say  that  Carmick  &  Bamsey  should  have  half  a  million  of  dollars 
as  a  gracious  gift,  the  Executive  could  not  refuse  to  pay  it,  no  matter 
how  clear  the  proof  that  the  law  was  unadvised  and  wrong.  A  recital 
in  such  a  law  that  the  sum  was  intended  as  a  compensation  for  damages 
which  never  accrued  would  not  take  away  the  right  of  the  party  to 
receive  what  was  given.  The  legislative  will,  expressed  in  a  consti- 
tutional form,  is  enough,  without  more,  to  avouch  a  legislative  act. 
But  here  is  a  law  which  does  not  give  to  the  claimants  any  specific  sum 
of  money.  The  amount  which  they  may  lawfully  demand  is  to  be 
ascertained  by  the  Comptroller.  To  enable  him  to  do  this,  a  standard 
or  rule  is  furnished  to  him,  and  upon  that  he  must  base  his  calcula- 
tions. He  shall  allow  them  the  damages  due  to  them  on  account  of 
the  abrogation  of  their  contract.  He  violates  his  duty  if  he  allows  them 
whai  is  not  due  on  thai  particular  account. 

**In  other  words,  he  can  do  no  more  than  make  them  a  just  compen- 
sation for  the  injury  which  they  have  suffered  in  direct  conseqiience  of 
the  abrogation  of  their  contract  by  the  Postmaster  General.  Now,  if 
the  contract  was  never  abrogated,  its  abrogation  never  occasioned  any 
damages,  and,  of  course,  it  follows  that  they  have  no  claim  under  this 
law. 

"This  view  of  the  law  is  made  still  plainer  by  reference  to  another 
clause  which  declares  that  the  Comptroller  shall  award  and  adjudge 
to  the  claimants  the  amount  found  due  according  to  law,  justice,  and 
equity.  The  obvious  meaning  of  this  is,  to  give  the  claimants  what 
they  might  recover  if  the  United  States  were  suable  in  a  court  where 
justice  is  administered  according  to  law  and  equity." 

These  views  are  also  applicable,  and,  it  seems  to  me,  should  be  con- 
V  fiidered  conclusive,  as  to  the  position  assumed  by  the  claimants  that  the 
Comptroller  is  to  be  governed  in  the  adjustment  of  their  claim  both 
aa  to  the  principle  of  the  adjustment  and  the  facts  by  the  reports  made 
by  the  committees  of  Congress  rather  than  by  the  la^  \\;^^\^,  WckS>r« 
of  no  principle  of  law  which  would  authorize  mci  to  co\\^\\W.  >Jcv^  \^\^^*^^^ 
of  the  committees  for  any  other  purpose  than  to  aac^xtava.  \)cife  vqN«J^ 
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of  Congress  in  enacting  the  law,  or  the  meaning  thereof,  if  that  intent 
be  doubtful  or  the  meaning  obscure. 

Where  the  words  of  the  statute  have  a  plain  and  obvious  meaning, 
and  the  intent  of  Congress  can  be  gathered  therefrom,  there  is  no 
necessity  to  refer  to  the  history  of  the  enactment,  its  title,  or  preamble, 
for  an  interpretation.  Nay  more:  if  the  report  of  a  committee  upon 
which  the  act  may  have  been  founded,  and  even  the  title  and  preamble 
of  the  act  should  show  a  different  intention  from  that  expressed  in 
the  plain  words  of  the  law,  the  latter  of  course  governs,  even  though 
it  may  defeat  the  intention  of  Congress  itself.  In  the  case  of  Aldridge 
V8,  Williams  (3d  Howard's  Kep.,  page  24)  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  have  very  clearly  set  forth  the  proper  rule  of  construc- 
tion, as  follows: 

**  The  judgment  of  the  court  cannot  in  any  degree  be  influenced  hy 
the  construction  placed  upon  the  act  by  individual  members  of  Congress 
in  the  debate  which  took  place  on  its  passage,  nor  by  the  motives  or 
reasons  assigned  by  them  for  supporting  or  opposing  amendments 
that  were  offered.  The  law,  as  it  is  passed ^  is  the  ivill  of  the  majority 
of  both  houses,  and  the  only  mx>de  in  which  that  will  is  spoken  is  in 
the  act  itself,  and  we  must  gather  the  intention  from  the  language  there 
used. ' ' 

Independent  of  the  high  authority  of  this  decision,  it  is  but  the 
reiterated  expression  of  well-settled  principles ;  and,  on  either  account, 
a  far  better  exposition  of  the  law  than  the  novel  opinion  of  Attorney 
General  Wirt,  quoted  by  the  claimants,  that  ^*  the  accounting  officers 
have  the  right  to  adopt  (generally,  or  in  all  cases,)  the  report  of  a 
committee  of  Congress,  upon  which  a  given  law  was  reported  and 
passed,  for  the  principles  which  are  to  govern  in  the  settlement  of 
accounts  under  the  law,  and  that  the  passage  of  a  bill  accompanying 
a  written  report  may  be  considered  as  the  adoption  of  that  report." 

That  Mr.  Wirt  intended  this  opinion  to  apply  only  to  the  case 
before  him,  and  not  as  a  general  principle  of  law,  is  evident;  for,  but 
a  short  time  before,  in  an  elaborate  and  most  carefully  prepared 
opinion  upon  the  question  of  allowing  fees  to  imprisoned  witnesses,  he 
uses  the  following  language:  (The  italics  are  his  own.) 

**  It  is  true  that,  where  the  words  of  the  statute  are  obscure  or  doubt- 
ful, we  may  resort  to  the  intentions  of  the  legislature  in  order  to  find 
the  meaning  of  the  words.  *  Where  the  vxrrds  of  a  statute  are  doubtful 
and  uncertain,*  says  Lord  Chief  Justice  Willis,  Mt  is  proper  to  imagine 
what  was  the  intent  of  the  legislature,  but  it  is  very  dangerous  for 
judges  to  branch  out  too  far  in  searching  into  the  intent  of  the  legisla- 
ture where  they  have  expressed  themselves  in  plain  and  clear  words.' 

**So  that  it  is  only  where  the  words  of  the  statute  are  doubtful  and 
uncertain  that  recourse  can  be  had,  safely  or  properly,  to  the  intention 
of  the  legislature  to  expound  the  words.  Besides,  how  are  we  to  come 
at  the  meaning  of  the  legislature  but  through  their  words?  And  with 
what  propriety  can  we  go  into  a  conjectural  speculation  as  to  their 
meaning  when  they  have  told  us  explicitly  what  they  do  mean? 
*  Where  a  law  is  plain  and  unambiguous,'  says  the  Supreme  Court, 
([in  United  States  vs.  Fisher,  2  Cranch,  399,)  *  whei!ber  it  be  expressed 
in   general   or  limited  terms,  the  legislature  should  be  intended  to 
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mean  what  they  have  clearly  expressed,  and  no  room  is  left  for  con- 
struction/ " — (Opinions  of  Attorneys  General,  edition  1850,  p.  281.) 

I  do  not  discover  anything  obscure  or  doubtful  in  the  language  of 
this  law.  I  think  that  the  duty  of  the  Comptroller  is  plainly  pointed 
out,  and  that  the  principle  which  is  to  govern  him  in  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  case  is  clearly  set  forth  in  the  act  in  perspicuous  and 
unmistakable  language;  and,  therefore,  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary 
to  consult  either  the  report  which  was  submitted  to  the  Senate,  or 
the  individual  views  and  opinions  of  the  members  of  Congress,  whether 
given  in  debate,  or  otherwise,  in  order  to  determine  what  the  law 
means,  or  what  my  duty  is  under  the  same.  If  it  has  failed  to  accom- 
plish the  object  of  Congress,  or  in  any  way  fallen  short  of  the  purpose 
which  it  was  intended  to  subserve,  it  is  no  fault  of  mine.  I  have  no 
power  to  add  to  or  amend  it  by  construction,  where  its  language  is  so 
plain  as  to  admit  of  no  construction. 

I  find  a  law  upon  the  statute  book  which  requires  me,  as  First 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  to  *' adjust,"  that  is,  settle  and  determ- 
ine, the  damages  due  Carmick  &  Kamsey  on  cwcount  of  the  abroga- 
tion by  the  Postmaster  General  of  their  contract,  and  **  to  adjudge  and 
award,"  that  is,  judicially  decide  and  decree,  to  them,  according  to  the 
principles  of  law,  justice,  and  equity,  the  amount  so  found  due. 

I  cannot  discover  that  the  powers  conferred  upon  the  Comptroller 
are  different  from  those  which  would  have  belonged  to  a  court  of  jus- 
tice, if  this  had  been  an  act  to  authorize  Carmick  &  Ramsey  to  prose- 
cute a  suit  against  the  government.  Had  the  act  been  that  Carmick 
&  Ramsey  were  thereby  authorized  to  bring  a  suit  against  the  United 
States,  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  damages 
due  them  by  reason  of  the  abrogation  of  their  mail  contract,  with  full 
power  in  the  court  to  adjudge  and  award  them,  according  to  law,  jus- 
tice, and  equity,  the  amount  found  due,  the  court  would  have  had 
neither  more  nor  less  power  in  the  premises  than  is  conferred  upon  the 
First  Comptroller. 

But  even  if  it  were  allowable  and  proper  to  look  into  the  history  of 
this  law,  and  to  consult  the  action  of  Congress  in  both  houses  in  rela- 
tion to  its  introduction  and  passage,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  see  in  what  par- 
ticular the  claimants  would  be  benefited  thereby.  The  result  would 
certainly  prove  unfavorable  to  the  position  assumed  by  them,  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  that  body  to  preclude  any  investigations  by  the 
Comptroller  into  the  existence  and  accuracy  of  the  facts  therein  re- 
ferred to. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  submitted  on  the  14th  of  August, 
1856.  The  section  or  law  in  question  was  moved  as  an  amendment  to 
the  Post  Office  appropriation  bill  on  the  16th  of  the  same  month,  and 
agreed  to  in  both  houses  on  the  same  day,  and  on  the  18th  Congress 
adjourned.  The  last  few  days  of  a  session  afford,  as  all  know,  a  very 
inadequate  opportunity  for  the  investigation  of  facts,  even  where  the 
reports  have  been  printed  and  duly  distributed,  which  could  hardly 
have  been  done  in  so  short  a  time ;  and  hence  the  wisdom  and  pro- 
priety in  the  present  case  of  referring  the  whole  cotitrcoexsij  \5^  NJvjkfe 
department.  * 

That  the  Impression  was  sought  to  be  created  \>y  \)[i^^rva\A^<A*Os^ 
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claim,  and  prevailed  during  the  pendency  of  the  amendment  in  hoth 
the  Senate  and  House  ;  that  the  whole  subject,  as  well  the  question  of 
an  abrogation  of  the  contract  as  that  of  the  measure  of  damages,  was 
thereby  referred  to  the  Comptroller,  is  clearly  shown  by  the  debates 
which  took  place  on  the  occasion. 

Mr  Yulee  said:  **In  my  opinion  not  one  dollar  is  owing  by  the 
government  to  these  parties.  A  conditional  contract  only  was  made, 
not  to  go  into  effect  or  have  any  operation  until  approved  by  Congress. 
It  never  has  been  so  approved,  and  I  do  not  think  anything  has  oc- 
curred, on  the  part  of  any  officer  of  the  government,  which  justly 
involves  the  treasury  in  any  responsibility  for  damages  to  these 
parties." 

Mr.  Bayard  said:  ''I  know  nothing  of  the  merits  of  the  claim, 
and  do  not  mean  to  pass  any  judgment  on  it^  but  I  think  we  are  . 
going  much  further  than  we  have  gone  yet,  when,  on  a  report  made 
upon  the  14th  instant,  two  days  ago,  we  are  asked  to  pass,  in  an  ap- 
propriation bill,  a  measure  which  is  condemnatory  of  a  high  executive 
officer  of  the  government.  I  do  not  think  that  when  we  have  no  op- 
portunity/or examination  that  that  should  be  done. 

^*  Those  gentlemen  who  have  examined  the  case  may  be  perfectly 
familiar  with  it,  but  there  are  facts  here  tmknown  to  me/* 

Mr.  Hunter  said:  ^^ Here  is  a  contested  claim  which  it  is  manifest 
would  require  a  very  long  debate  in  order  to  ascertain  its  merits.  It 
is  well  known  that  we  have  no  time  to  enter  into  the  subject.  It  is 
known  we  cannot  do  it.  The  friends  of  such  measures  as  this  have 
only  to  wait  until  the  heel  of  the  session,  place  them  on  an  appro- 
priation bill,  and  make  so  many  speeches  that  there  is  no  time  for  any 
one  who  cares  for  the  safety  of  the  bill  to  attack  them.  Thus  they  are 
sure  to  pass." 

Mr.  Slidell  said:  '^It  appears  to  me  that  two  facts  are  assumed  in 
this  amendment — of  one  of  which  we  have  no  evidence  at  all,  and  the 
other  is  in  direct  conflict  with  the  record. 

^^The  amendment  assumes,  in  the  first  place,  that  damages  are  due 
to  Carmick  &  Ramsey.  That  is  a  doubtful  question.  I  doubt  very 
much  whether  any  damages  have  been  incurred.  The  second  fact,  I 
think,  is  in  direct  conflict  with  the  record.  The  amendment  speaks 
of  a  contract  which  has  been  abrogated  by  the  Postmaster  General. 
The  Postmaster  General  has  no  right  to  abrogate  a  contract.  He  has 
not  attempted  to  do  so.  One  Postmaster  General  made  a  provisional 
contract  with  these  gentlemen  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail. 

*'I  doubt  very  much  whether  any  Postmaster  General  has  the  right 
to  enter  into  provisional  contracts  of  that  kind ;  but  admitting  the 
right,  the  contract  was  subordinate  expressly  by  its  very  terms  to  the 
sanction  of  Congress.  That  sanction  has  never  been  given.  The  con- 
tract never  actually  existed — it  never  took  effect." 

In  reply  to  these  and  other  objections  to  the  passage  of  the  law,  Mr. 
Durkee,  who  not  only  submitted  the  report,  but  moved  the  amendment 
in  question,  said: 

'^  The  amendment  proposes  to  authorize  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury  to  examine  fully  into  the  nature  and  extent  of  this  daim,  and 
to  settle  it  upon  prindples  of  law  and  equity.     Since  that  officer  has 
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won  the  confidence  of  the  government  and  people,  and  that  deservedly, 
I  hope  the  amendment  will  he  adopted." 

Mr.  Houston,  who  likewise  favored  the  amendment,  said:  *'I  think 
that  when,  by  this  amendment,  the  subject  shall  be  referred  to  an  intel- 
ligent and  competent  officer,  to  ascertain  whether  they  have  sustained 
injury,  and  whether  it  is  right  to  make  reparation  for  that  injury ,  it  is  a 
sufficient  check  against  any  imposition  on  the  government.  It  is 
placing  it  in  the  hands  of  one  competent  to  render  justice." 

Such  was  the  construction  given  to  the  amendment  by  its  author 
and  friends  at  the  time  of  its  pendency  in  the  Senate.  In  the  House 
of  Representatives  there  was  no  debate  on  the  subject.  The  amend- 
ment, with  others,  was  rejected,  and  again  restored  through  a  com- 
mittee of  conference. 

Mr.  Biliinghurst,  from  the  committee,  the  same  gentleman  who 
submitted  a  further  report  in  this  matter  at  the  late  session  of  the 
present  Congress,  said : 

**The  report  of  the  committee  is,  that  the  House  recede  from  its  dis- 
agreement to  this  amendment.  The  matter  is  referred  to  the  proper 
department  to  be  adjudged  on  principles  of  justice  and  equity,  *  *  * 
The  section  which  I  have  read  refers  the  sulject  to  the  decision  of  the 
proper  department  on  principles  of  law,  equity,  and  justice ;  and  the 
committee  recommend  that  the  House  recede  from  its  disagreement, 
which  I  think  ought  to  be  done." 

As  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Billinghurst  seem  to  have  conveyed  to  the 
House  all  of  the  information  it  possessed  upon  the  subject,  that  body 
must  certainly  have  fiicted  upon  the  supposition  that  they  were  refer- 
ring the  whole  controversy  to  the  Comptroller. 

1  do  not  perceive,  therefore,  that  in  going  behind  the  law  to  consult 
the  history  of  its  passage  as  a  guide  to  its  meaning  and  object,  that 
,  the  position,  as  aforesaid,  of  the  claimants  would  be  materially  aided  v 
'.,  by  the  investigation.     With  the  view,  then,  of  carrying  out  the  re- 
quirements of  the  law,  I  am  to  inquire  what  was  the  contract  between 
Messrs.  Carmick  &   Ramsey  and  the  Postmaster  General ;   whether 
abrogated  by  the  latter  party ;  and  if  so,  what  injury  resulted  to  the 
contractors  thereby?    I  am  confined  in  my  inquiries  to  the  contract, 
and   the  results  arising   out  of  the  same.     If  Messrs.    Carmick  & 
fiamsey  have  equitable  claims  for  relief  dehors  the  contract — if  wrong 
and  injury  have  been  done  them  by  any  action  of  the  government  in 
matters  not  strictly  within  the  terms  of  the  contract — ^it  is  very  plain 
that  the  Comptroller  is  powerless  to  relieve  them.     A  private  sympa- 
thy or  sense  of  injustice  done  them,  in  such  case,  should  be  kept  entirely 
out  of  view  while  in  the  discharge  of  the  single  duty  imposed  by  the 
law  of  examining  into  and  determining  their  legal  and  equitable 
rights  under  the  contract. 

The  substance  of  the  contract,  and  the  facts  growing  out  of  and 
connected  therewith,  have  already  been  stated;  but  it  is  proper  that 
I  should  set  forth  more  fully  the  several  obligations  incurred  by  the 
government  by  virtue  of  the  contract,  in  order  that  I  may  discover 
wherein  it  may  have  been  violated  by  the  PostmasteT  G^tv^x^.  ^Y^^ 
preamble  of  the  contract  reciteSy  that  whereas  AXbexX.  C».  ^^tx^^^^  ^^^ 
Edward  H.  Carmick  have  been  accepted  as  contiajctoT^  ^ox  Xx^x^^'^^^ 
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ing  the  mails  on  route  No.  9,  from  Vera  Cruz,  via  Acapulco,  to  Stn 
Francisco,  and  back,  twice  a  month,  according  to  a  certain  schedule 
made  and  agreed  upon  at  the  time,  at  and  for  the  sum  of  four  hundred 
and  twenty-four  thousand  dollars  per  year,  '^for  and  during  the  tem  | 
commencing  from  the  time  Congress  shall  ratify  this  contract,  and  end- 
ing four  years  from  that  date."  The  contract  then  recites  the  obhgi- 
tions  and  duties  of  the  contractors,  and  proceeds  to  bind  the  government 
thus:  **for  which  service,  tohen  performed^  the  said  Albert  C.  Ram- 
sey and  Edward  H.  Carmick,  contractors,  are  to  be  paid  by  the  Dnitei 
States  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand  dollars  a 
year,  to  wit,  quarterly,  in  the  months  of  May,  August,  November,  and 
February.*'  But,  as  a  qualification  or  condition  governing  all  of  tiie 
'covenants  of  either  party,  this  agreement  is  inserted  in  the  contract: 

*^  And  it  is  hereby  expressly  understood  that  this  contract  is  to  htm 
no  force  or  validity  until  it  shall  have  received  the  sanction  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  by  the  passage  of  an  appropriation  to 
carry  it  into  effect." 

Under  and  by  virtue  of  the  contract,  therefore,  there  wtis  no  obUga- 
tion  imposed  upon  either  party  to  perform  any  of  its  stipulations  until 
after  the  occurrence  of  the  condition  which  was  to  give  it  life,  validity, 
and  force.  The  condition  has  never  been  performed.  Congress  never 
sanctioned  the  cctntract^  and  its  terms,  of  course,  are  in  no  way  binding 
upon  either  of  the  parties.  There  could,  therefore,  be  no  abrogation 
of  the  contract  by  the  Postmaster  General  or  any  one  else.  It  carried 
within  itself  the  cause  of  its  own  failure. 

I  am,  therefore,  wholly  unable  to  perceive  wherein  the  Postmaster 
General  has  violated  any  obligation  imposed  on  him  by  the  contract, 
which  is  clear  and  explicit  in  its  details,  and  can  neither  be  enlarged 
nor  circumscribed  by  implication. 

The  attornejrs  for  the  claimants,  however,  have  exerted  their 
ingenuity  to  discover,  if  not  a  breach  of  contract,  at  least  what  they 
are  pleased  to  characterize  as  a  violation  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the 
Postmaster  General.  They  insist  that  that  officer,  not,  indeed,  by 
the  express  terms  of  the  contract,  but  by  implication  and  the  force  of 
his  official  duty,  was  bound,  in  view  of  the  facts  in  his  possession,  to 
recommend  the  contract  to  Congress,  or,  at  least,  to  withhold  from 
that  body  the  expression  of  any  opinion  of  his  own  which  might  be 
likely  to  prejudice  the  same,  and  that  his  failure  so  to  act  must  be 
taken  and  construed  to  be  an  abrogation  of  the  contract  by  him.  I 
certainly  am  unable  to  appreciate  the  force  of  this  reasoning ;  but,  to 
give  the  claimants  the  full  benefit  of  their  position,  I  quote  from  their 
memorial  to  Congress,  as  follows: 

'*Thu8  duly  apprised  of  the  progress  of  the  contractors,  and  thus 
informing  them  of  his  sentiments,  and  encouraging  the  enormous 
expense  they  were  assuming,  the  Postmaster  General,  in  his  annual 
report  in  December,  1853,  unmindful  of  all  this  and  without  regard 
to  the  good  faith  which  ought  to  be  preserved  in  every  department, 
without  regard  to  the  heavy  expenditures  and  liabilities  of  the  con- 
tractors, without  regard  to  the  evidence  and  facts  which  had  come  to 
his  knowledge,  and  without  regard  to  the  truth  and  candor  which 
should  characterize  his  communications  to  Congress,  submitted  the 
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remark  cited  above  in  his  annual  report,  and  at  the  same  time  with- 
held the  contract  and  estimates,  thereby  annulling  the  contract  by 
withholding  from  Congress  the  documents  to  act  upon,  and  preventing 
action,  moreover,  by  the  suppression  of  facts  and  misrepresentations 
made  at  the  same  time  to  the  representatives  of  the  nation." 

It  is  scarcely  within  the  line  of  my  duty  to  investigate  these  grave 
charges  against  the  late  Postmaster  General,  since  those  who  make 
them  do  not  attempt  to  arraign  that  officer  for  any  violation  of  the 
express  terms  of  the  contract.  Yet,  as  they  seem  to  cover  all  of  the 
grounds  for  complaint  upon  which  they  predicate  their  demand  for 
damages,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  examine  them  briefly.  The 
claimants,  in  their  memorial,  do  not  present  any  additional  facts  to 
those  of  which  I  have  already  given  the  substance. 

The  statement  that  the  contract  was  withheld  from  Congress  by  the 
Postmaster  General  is  shown  to  be  incorrect  by  the  report  of  the  Post- 
master General  hereinafter  quoted.  A  copy  of  it  was  communicated 
to  the  Senate  March  11,  1853,  (within  eight  days  after  its  execution,) 
by  Postmaster  General  Campbell.  To  present  fully  the  action  of  that 
oflScer  I  quote  from  his  annual  report  of  December,  1853,  referred  to 
as  above  in  the  memorial,  all  that  relates  to  this  contract: 

*^0n  the  3d  of  March,  1853,  Postmaster  General  Hubbard  con- 
cluded a  contract  with  Messrs.  Carmick  &  Ramsey,  6f  New  York,  for 
$424,000  per  annum,  for  service  semi-monthly  from  Vera  Cruz, 
Mexico,  by  Acapulco,  San  Diego,  and  Monterey,  to  San  Francisco 
and  back,  in  thirteen  days  each  way,  being  an  extension  of  the  trips 
of  the  New  Orleans  and  Vera  Cruz  line  through  Mexico,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  conveying  the  mail,  and  thus  making  one  through  line,  in  six- 
teen days,  between  New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco,  a  copy  of  which  . 
was  communicated  to  the  Senate  on  the  11th  of  March. 

''This  contract  contains  a  stipulation  that  it  shall  not  have  any 
validity  unless  Congress  should  sanction  it  by  the  passage  of  an  appro- 
priation to  carry  it  into  effect. 

'*  On  the  16th  of  June  the  department  received  a  communication 
from  Robert  G.  Rankin,  president  of  the  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland 
Company,  who  states  that  that  company  is  the  real  party  to  the  con- 
tract entered  into  by  Messrs.  Ramsey  &  Carmick,  and  reporting  pro- 
gress towards  putting  service  into  execution.  To  this  communication 
the  following  reply  was  sent  by  me  on  the  9th  of  July :  '  Your  letter 
of  the  15th  ultimo  came  duly  to  hand.  My  attention  having  thus 
been  specially  called  to  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  contem- 
plated line  to  the  Pacific,  via  Vera  Cruz  and  Acapulco,  I  feel  it  my 
duty,  after  due  deliberation,  to  inform  you  that  the  conditional  con- 
tract entered  into  between  my  predecessor,  Mr.  Hubbard,  and  Messrs. 
Ramsey  &  Carmick,  for  the  conveyance  of  the  mail  over  this  route, 
does  not  meet  with  my  approbation. 

"  *In  the  first  place,  as  at  present  advised,  I  consider  the  route 
impracticable  for  mail  purposes.     In  the  second  place,  the  sums  of 
money  yearly  drawn  from  the  treasury  for  contracts  which  have  for 
several  years  been,  and  still  are,  in  force  for  the  tratk^^otXabKivQW  ^^ 
mails  between  the  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific  axe  \ei^  ^o\i^\^vi\^i^^.i 
amoimting  to  about  $731,868.     In  view  of  tViia  fact^  aw^  oi  \Jcifc  \!CL^\i: 
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sections  and  neighborhoods  in  the  different  States  which  are  eitber  I  b 
greatly  restricted  in,  or  deprived  altogether  of,  mail  facilities,  it  |  p 
appears  to  me  both  inexpedient  and  unjust  to  go  into  the  erpenditim  |  tj 
of  a  still  further  sum  of  $424,000  for  the  service  in  question.  More-  pi 
over,  I  disapprove  of  the  principle  upon  which  the  contract  is  nMwk  a 
In  my  opinion,  if  the  Postmaster  General  has  the  right  to  make  wd  i 
a  contract  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  made  without  the  restriction  or  limi-  i 
tation  contained  in  yours,  by  which  its  force  or  validity  is  made  to  i 
depend  upon  the  passage  of  an  appropriation  by  Congress  to  carry  it  tl 
into  effect.  I  am  unwilling  to  recognize  any  contingency  of  this  kind,  I  e 
because,  although  the  contractors  may,  under  such  conditioned  arrimgt'  \  1 
menty  estoMish  no  legal  daim  for  compensation,  they  may,  net^ertkdm, 
go  on  and  incur  eocpenses,  in  the  expectation  that  they  tvUl  be  paid,  a&d 
Congress,  more  from  private  sympathy  than  from  public  policy  or 
justice,  be  at  length  induced  to  yield  to  a  measure  to  which  its  prior 
sanction  never  could  have  been  obtained.' 

'^  Since  that  time  the  department  has  not  heard  from  the  Ocean  Hail 
and  Inland  Company." 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Rankin,  of  November  23,  1853,  had  not  been 
received  by  the  Postmaster  General  at  the  date  of  this  report,  it  haiing 
come  to  hand,  as  he  subsequently  stated,  on  the  30th  day  of  JannaH; 
1854. 

I  have  carefully  examined  the  whole  correspondence,  together  wiA 
all  the  facts  presented,  in  connection  with  the  action  of  the  late  Postr 
master  General,  and  I  am  compelled  to  say  that,  from  the  date  of  the 
above  letter  to  Mr.  Rankin,  that  officer  never  in  any  manner  held  ont 
any  inducements  to  the  contractors  or  their  assignees  to  proceed  in 
their  preparations  to  execute  the  contract,  when  the  same  should  go 
into  effect,  or  gave  out  any  intimations  that  the  contract  would  be 
approved  by  him ;  nor  does  it  appear  that  he  was  advised  that  thej 
were  making  such  preparations,  until  he  received  the  letter  of  the 
president  of  the  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company,  of  JuM 
15,  1853,  to  which  he  promptly  replied  as  above. 

I  do  not  wish  in  this  to  convey  the  idea  that  it  would  in  the  slightest 
degree  have  effected  my  conclusions  in  the  present  investigation,  if  the 
bad  faith  of  the  Postmaster  General  had  been  established  as  charged, 
or  if  he  had  actually  encouraged  the  expenditures  and  labor  alleged 
to  have  been  incurred  by  the  contractors  in  anticipating  the  action  of 
Congress  and  preparing  to  carry  out  the  contract.  For  however  suck 
facts  might  address  themselves  to  the  sympathy  and  judgment  of  Con- 
gress in  an  application  for  general  relief,  they  cannot  be  properly  con- 
sidered as  constituting  a  breach  of  the  written  contract  for  which  alone 
I  have  the  power  to  award  damages. 

But  I  can  discover  nothing  in  the  conduct  of  the  late  Postmaster 
General  in  connection  with  this  matter  which  I  would  be  justified  in 
pronouncing  either  illegal,  improper,  or  unjust;  and  the  proposition 
that  that  officer  was  bound  to  present  a  contract  for  the  sanction  of 
Congress,  and  to  insist  upon  its  approval  by  that  body,  or  to  remain 
silent  when  it  did  not  meet  his  own  approbation  as  the  officer  in  charge 
of  that  particular  department  to  which  the  business  in  question 
belonged,  cannot  be  recognized  as  sound  either  in  law,  policy,  or  good 
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morals.  As  an  officer  of  the  gOTernment,  it  was  his  sworn  duty  to 
protect  its  interests^  and  had  he  failed  to  do  so  he  would  have  grossly 
violated  that  duty.  In  this  matter  he  was  in  the  condition  of  the 
private  agent  who  may  have  been  charged  with  the  duty  of  making  a 
contract  for  and  in  behalf  of  his  principal,  but  which  was  to  have  no 
force  until  approved  by  the  principal  himself.  In  such  case,  if  the 
agent  should  discover,  after  executing  such  conditional  contract,  that 
the  enterprise  was  not  a  proper  one  for  the  principal  to  engage  in,  and 
that  it  would  operate  greatly  to  his  injury  to  approve  and  carry  out  the 
contract,  it  would  certainly  be  his  duty,  as  a  faithful  agent,  to  apprise 
his  principal  of  the  fact;  and  a  failure  to  do  so  would  render  him  justly 
amenable  for  so  great  an  abuse  of  the  power  which,  by  the  laws  gov- 
erning that  relation,  had  been  reposed  in  him. 

Taking,  then,  the  facts  as  stated  by  the  claimants  themselves,  and 
giving  all  the  force  to  their  views  which  they  seem  to  deserve,  I  cannot 
perceive  wherein  the  mail  contract  of  Messrs.  Carmick  &  Eamsey  has 
ever  been  abrogated  by  the  Postmaster  General  in  any  of  its  terms 
or  conditions.  The  contract  stands  as  per^ct,  as  unbroken  and  en- 
tire as  it  stood  on  the  day  it  was  entered  into  and  signed  by  the 
parties. 

If  (Congress,  at  its  next  session,  sees  proper  to  pass  the  necessary 
appropriation  to  carry  it  into  effect,  that  act  will  bring  the  contract 
into  full  life  and  validity ;  and  it  certainly  seems  strange,  after  the 
plausible  showing  by  the  claimans  of  the  vast  profit  to  themselves 
and  advantages  to  the  country  which  were  so  confidently  expected  to 
result  from  the  execution  of  this  contract  if  it  had  gone  into  effect, 
that  they  have  not  sought  to  secure  the  approval  of  Congress,  and 
thus  bring  it  into  life,  at  some  one  of  the  sessions  of  (Congress  which 
have  ensued  since  it  was  made. 

The  claimants  present  a  pro  forma  account  of  estimated  receipts  and 
expenditures,  showing  that  from  passengers  and  freight  alone  they 
expected  to  realize  a  profit  of  |31,'705  33  per  month,  after  paying  all 
expenses,  and  without  reference  to  their  mail  contract.  Surely,  if 
they  could  have  realized  so  a  large  a  profit  by  their  private  business 
'  alone,  it  can  hardly  be  supposed  that  they  would  abandon  the  enter- 
[  prise  simply  because  they  could  not  double  their  profits  by  obtaining 
a  government  contract  for  transporting  the  mails.  May  it  not  be  that 
]  Congress,  like  the  late  Postmaster  General,  has  failed  to  appreciate 
the  practicability  and  advantages  of  this  great  national  enterprise  ? 
If  so,  the  late  Postmaster  General  was  not  alone  responsible  for  its 
abrogation,  if  abrogated  it  has  been.  And  why  should  the  contrac- 
tors make  the  single  point  that  one  Postmaster  General  only  has  failed 
to  perform  his  duty  ?  Mr.  Campbell  was  no  more  bound  by  the  terms 
of  that  contract  to  insist  on  its  approval  by  Congress,  than  is  the 
present  Postmaster  General,  and  it  was  no  more  abrogated  by  the  one 
than  it  has  been  by  the  other. 

I  am  gratified  to  be  able  to  again  refer  to  the  opinion  of  the  present 
Attorney  General,  given  as  aforesaid  in  this  case,  as  corroborating  and 
fully  sustaining  these  views. 

Judge  Black  says  :  **  Was  the  contract  a\)rogaleA.\>Y  \>cia^ci^\*xciaA\»x 
Qeneral  ?    Certainly  Dot,     There  is  no  act  oIl  lYvaA.  o^c^et  n^\i\Ocl  ^"ms 


30  GOMinJNIGATION  OF  WILUAM   MEDILL. 

possibly  be  so  construed.  He  did  not  bind  himself  and  his  suct^sson 
to  recommend  the  ratification  of  the  contract  by  Congress.  Itwasliii 
duty  to  express  his  honest  conviction  in  his  report,  and  it  would  have 
been  gross  misbehavior  to  conceal  it. 

**  Nor  was  there  anything  inconsistent  with  the  agreement  in  warn- 
ing the  other  parties  that  they  must  proceed  on  their  own  respoori- 
bility  ;  nor  in  the  instructions  to  the  postmasters  at  New  Orleans  and 
San  Francisco  to  let  them  have  no  mails  without  further  order  from 
the  department.     All  this  was  but  carrying  out  the  contract,  and  act- 
ing upon  it,  according  to  the  stipulations  which  both  parties  had  put 
into  it  with  their  own  free  will.     The  government  was  to  incur  no 
responsibility  and  to  be  holden  for  no  expense  ;  the  contractors  were 
to  exercise  no  rights  as  such,  and  to  claim  no  payment  until  Congress 
would   make   an   appropriation.      The   Postmaster    Greneral  claimeil 
nothing  for  the  government  beyond  what  he  bargained  for.    He  warned 
the  contractors  against  any  efibrt  to  bind  upon  the  back  of  the  govern- 
ment a  burden  that  no  hand  excerpt  that  of  Congress  should  presume 
to  fasten  there.     He  stoQd  upon  the  very  terms  of  the  contract,  and 
only  asked  of  the  other  parties  that  they,  too,  would  observe  them 
with  equal  good  faith.     He  did  not  change  the  schedule  of  other  routes 
in  connection,  nor  order  the  postmasters  to  let  Carmick  &  Ramsey 
have  the  mails.     It  was  not  his  duty  to  do  so  ;  for,  as  those  persons 
had  no  contract  which  compelled  them  to  carry  a  mail,  it  would  have 
been  wrong  to  let  them  have  it  in  their  charge.     Upon  the  whole,  / 
am  very  clear  in  the  opinion  that  the  contra^  in  question  never  was  abra- 
gated,  annuUedy  rescinded,  or  violated  by  the  Postmaster  Generd,  « 
letter  or  spirit/* 

Although,  in  my  conclusions,  I  do  not  reach  the  question  of  damages 
at  all,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  advert  to  that  branch  of  the  case, 
for  the  single  purpose  of  showing  the  inconsistency  of  the  demand 
with  the  provisions  of  the  law. 

Let  it  be  conceded  that  Congress  has  decided  for  me  that  a  certain 
mail  contract  did  exist,  was  abrogated  by  the  Postmaster  General, 
and,  in  consequence,  that  damages  were  due.  What  damages  shall  I 
find?  Shall  I  determine  that  the  abrogation  of  the  contract  by  the 
Postmaster  General  prevented  Congress  from  putting  it  into  effect, 
and  therefore  award  to  them  the  amount  of  the  anticipated  profits 
which  they  thus  lost?  If  I  do  this,  there  still  stands  the  contract, 
entire,  unbroken,  and  with  all  of  the  life  and  vigor  it  ever  possessed, 
and  Congress  at  its  very  next  session  may  pass  the  required  appropria- 
tion and  carry  it  into  effect,  after  I  shall  have  declared  it  dead  ! 

Can  I  say  that  Congress  did  not  approve  the  contract  because  the 
Postmaster  General  annulled  it,  and  that  it  would  have  been  approved 
if  the  Postmaster  General  had  not  interfered  ?  I  have  no  right  to 
say  this,  for  it  may  not  in  fact  be  true  ;  and  unless  absolutely  true,  I 
cannot  say  that  the  abrogation  of  the  contract  by  the  Postmaster 
General  occasioned  the  damage  to  the  contractors.  Were  I  to  do  so, 
and  to  make  such  a  fact  the  basis  for  awarding  to  them  damages,  I 
would  violate  the  established  rule,  that  the  damages  to  be  recovered 
must  always  be  the  natural  and  proximate  consequence  of  the  act 
complained  of — caTisa  proxima  non  remota  spectatur. 
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The  proximate,  immediate  cause  of  damage  in  this  case  would  be 
zhe  non-approval  of  the  contract  by  Congress — ^Ibr  thereby  it  was  lost ; 
2iot  the  repudiation  of  it  by  the  Postmaster  General,  for  that  left  it 
^till  subject  to  the  approval  of  Congress. 

Nor  can  I  understand  how  the  actual  expenditures  incurred  in  the 
preparation  and  stocking  of  the  road  can  be  viewed  in  the  light  of 
damages  under  the  contract.     It  provides  for  no  such  expenditures 
luntil  after  the  contract  shall  have  gone  into  eflfect.     Every  dollar  thus 
expended  was  paid,  if  paid  at  all,  before  there  was  even  an  opportu- 
:iiity  afforded  for  the  approval  of  the  contract  by  Congress.     Was  it 
<;ontemplated,  at  the  time  they  were  incurred,  that  they  would  be  paid 
Iby  the  government  in  case  the  contract  should  not  be  approved? 
Surely  not.     They  were  incurred  at  the  risk  of  the  contractors,  who 
"well  knew  they  had  no  contract  at  the  time,  and  might  never  have  any. 
If  they  had  incurred  all  of  these  expenses  before  they  had  entered 
into  any  contract  at  all  with  the  department,  and  then  had  succeeded 
.in  obtaining  an  absolute,  unconditional  contract,  which  was  afterwards 
really  annulled  by  the  Postn^aster  General,  I  do  not  understand  that 
in  such  case  they  would  be  entitled  to  damages  for  the  money  so  ex- 
pended ^)Wor  to  the  making  of  the  contract.     The  government  did  not 
ask  such  preparation  to  be  made ;  and  if  a  person  sees  fit  to  invest  his 
means  in  a  certain  description  of  property  with  a  view  of  using  the 
same  to  execute  a  government  contract  which  he  may  never  obtain,  or, 
obtaining,  have  taken  away  from  him,  he  certainly  does  it  at  his  own 
risk,  and  cannot  claim  that  his  loss  on  that  account  was  a  necessary 
consequence  of  the  violation  of  the  contract. 

If  Messrs.  Carmick  &  Ramsey  assumed  the  risk  of  preparing  to 
execute  a  contract  which  might  never  be  called  into  existence,  they  did 
it  knowingly,  and  at  their  own  peril,  and  I  cannot  discover  how  the 
risk  ever  passed  from  them  to  the  government. 

I  have  not  attempted  to  notice  many  of  the  arguments  advanced  and 
points  made  by  the  claimants  and  their  attorneys,  because  my  conclu- 
sions were  reached  without  any  necessary  reference  to  them.  The 
determination  of  a  single  question  disposed  of  the  whole  matter,  and 
put  an  end  to  the  investigation.  Bepudiating  the  idea  that  Congress 
had  determined  by  law  the  facts  in  tnis  case,  or  intended  to  do  so,  it 
was  my  duty,  first,  to  inquire  whether  the  contract  referred  to  in  the 
law  was  so  abrogated  by  the  Postmaster  General  as  to  make  the  United 
States  liable  to  the  contractors  in  damages  for  such  abrogation,  and 
that  being  decided  in  the  negative,  I  had  no  further  investigation  to 
make ;  and  it  remains  for  me  only  to  decide  that  I  find  nothing  due 
from  the  United  States  to  Messrs.  Carmick  &  Ramsey  under  the  con- 
tract aforesaid. 

W.  MEDILL,  Comptroller. 


No.  5. 

DOYLESTOWN,  JuTlC  10,  1859. 

Sir  :  Your  letter,  inclosing  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Messrs.  Billing- 
hurst  and  Beady  in  the  Carmick  &  Bamsey  case,  has  been  received. 
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In  reply  to  the  inquiries  propounded,  I  answer,  that  the  subject  was 
brought  before  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  during  the  last  session 
of  the  Thirty-fifth  Congress,  and  finally  a  majority  of  the  committee 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury 
was  clearly  right  in  refusing  to  allow  the  claim  of  Carmick  &  Bamse? 
for  damages,  or  any  part  thereof.     Being  one  of  that  majority,  I  wag 
requested  to  prepare  a  full  and  comprehensive  report^  expressing  the 
views  of  the  majority  and  their  conclusion  in  the  premises.     As  soon 
as  relieved  from  a  press  of  other  business,  I  entered  upon  the  duty  as- 
signed, and  would  have  fulfilled  it  had  my  health  enabled  me  to  do  so. 
But  for  some  time  previous  to  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  having 
more  than  once  resumed  the  undertaking,  I  found  myself  too  unwell 
to  finish  the  report.     Still  hoping  to  be  able  to  do  so,  this  was  not 
mentioned  to  General  Houston^  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  until 
it  was  too  late  for  any  other  gentleman  to  take  charge  of  the  matter; 
consequently  no  report  was  made. 

In  regard  to  the  report  signed  by  Messrs.  Billinghurst  and  Beadj, 
I  have  to  say  that  I  never  saw  it  until  I  found  it  inclosed  in  your  letter, 
nor  was  I  before  aware  it  had  been  presented  to  the  House. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  CHAPMAN. 

Hon.  William  Medill, 

First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 


No.  6. 

Statement  of  the  daim. 

Philadelphia,  November  13,  1856. 

Dear  Sir:  Responding  to  your  communication  touching  the 6th 
section  of  the  act  of  Congress  for  our  benefit,  approved  August  18, 
1856,  we  now  beg  leave  to  state — 

We  claim,  as  we  are  advised  we  may  claim  lawfully,  equitably,  and 
justly,  our  contract  price  for  the  term  of  the  contract,  subject  only  to 
such  abatement  or  deduction  as  may  be  shown  ;  the  burden  of  proof  (rf 
such  abatement,  if  any,  resting  on  the  government. 

We  need  not  here  recite  the  consideration  agreed,  as  that  is  alr«idj 
of  record  in  your  ofiice. 

Otherwise,  we  claim,  as  we  are  advised  we  may  claim,  lawfullf, 
equitably,  and  justly,  the  full  value  of  our  contract — what  it  wonld 
have  been  worth  to  us  had  we  been  permitted  to  give  eflFect  to  it  a^ 
cording  to  its  intent. 

The  papers  herewith  submitted  exhibit  a  fair  view  of  the  proportioii> 
of  our  claim.  They  indicate  the  sources  whence  full  information  ror 
be  obtained.  Their  showings  may  be  readily  and  speedily  verified  and 
authenticated,  at  your  citation ;  or,  if  required,  as  conforming  more 
strictly  to  thetuVea  o?  eV\3LeviCi^,\i>c^^\\i\^\^<K^\»^\iS3^<c^^  these  papers, 
being  in  iJtewY orkcily  ,caTi>«A.^w«o^Ti^»^^^^^^^j^^^,e^^^ 
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your  presence,  and  thus,  face  to  face,  afibrd  you  the  fullest  and  most 
reliable  information. 

You  are  the  sole  judge  of  the  law  and  the  evidence,  under  such  rule 
of  decision  as  you  may  yourself  prescribe. 

We  also  claim  the  amount  of  the  account  of  outlays  and  expenses  in 
Mexico,  as  given  by  Mr.  Marsh. 

With  great  respect,,  we  have  the  honor  to  be, 

EDWARD  H.  CARMIOK, 


Hon.  Elisha  Whitilbset, 

First  Comptroller y  dc. 


ALBERT  C.  RAMSEY. 


No.  T, 

Amounts  paid  and  sttU  due  by  the  contractors  on  account  of  the  mail  con- 
tracts made  loith  the  United  States  Post  Office  Department  for  mails 
heiween  Vera  Cruz  and  San  Francisco. 

PAYMBNTS. 

In  New  York,  for  charter  of  steamer  Albatross,  first  trip  across  with 

mails $9,152  43 

For  mail  coaches,  wagons,  &c.,  now  in  Mexico 10,610  95 

For  expenses  of  agents,  board  per  diem,  &c 2,273  00 

For  office  expenses,  salaries,  &c 8,133  85 

For  contingent  expenses 2,656  54 

Fxpenses  m  Mexico  for  horses,  mules,  estafette  mails, 
drivers,  duties^  &c.,  freight  on  rolling  stock,  wages, 
rents,  office  fixtures,  stationery,  feed  for  animals,  and 

office  expenses 23,113  28 

55,940  05 

nn>EBTH>KBSS. 

In  New  York. 

Two  notes  in  favor  of  I.  S.  and  E.  A.  Abbott...  $4,554  82 

Open  account  due 455  30 

Three  notes  in  favor  of  Eaton,  Gilbert  i&  Co....  3,657  02 
Four  notes  in  favor  of  the  Atlantic  Insurance 

Company 640  00 

One  note  in  favor  of  I.  H.  Cotton 230  00 

Acceptance  due  I.  N.  Jeroloman 666  82 

Acceptance  due  M.  and  J.  Brown 400  00 

Acceptance  due  H.  T.  Stewart  &  Co 378  55 

Open  account  due  Francis's  Life-boat  Company  265  80 

Open  account  due  G.  F.  Nesbit  &  Co 175  00 

Open  account  due  Charles  Bowes.... \Q^  ^^ 
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$16,318  94 
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Open  account  due  E.  H.  Carmick $30  00 

Open  account  due  Hall,  Clayton  &  Co 150  00 

Open  account  due  J.  W.  Blunt 40  00 

Open  account  due  for  office  rent. 450  00 

President,  B.  G.  Bankin,  for  salary 2,676  83 

Secretary  and  treasurer,  W.  Bowes 1,223  80 

Clerk,  F.  W.  Bankin 125  00 

Petty  accounts,  viz  :  coal,  cleaning  office,  pa- 
pers, &c 100  00 

In  Mexico. 

Two  drafts  in  favor  of  G.  L.  Hammekin 4,600  00 

Three  drafts  in  favor  of  N.  Davidson 11,000  00 

Two  drafts  in  favor  of  H'y  A.  Mejia 1,564  80 

One  draft  in  favor  of  S.  C.  Bamsey 960  00 

One  note  due  J.  S.  Navarro 3,585  00 

One  note  due  A.  Becherel 1,000  00 

Open  account  due  N.  Davidson 7,802  81 

Open  account  due  G.  L.  Hammekin 4,140  58 

Open  account  due  L.  S.  Hargous. 800  00 

Open  account  due  Smith  Bider 359  12 

Open  account  due  Juan  Parra 268  29 

Open  account  due  C.  Markoe 266  79 

Open  account  due  Harris  &  Morgan 41  20 

Open  account  due  S.  Tyler 55  00 

Damages,  interest,  and  expenses  on  $36,443  59  4,939  77 

41,383  36 
Less  secured  by  hypothecation  of  rolling  stock,   18,524  81 

22,858  55 

SUSPENDED  ACCOUNTS. 

Expenses  prior  to  mail  contract,  for  procuring  grants  in 

Mexico,  which  have  been  assumed  by  the  contractors....    18,000  00 

113,117  54 


City,  County,  and  State  op  New  York. 

On  this  27th  day  of  November,  1856,  before  me  personally  appeared 
S.  William  Marsh,  of  the  said  city,  who,  being  by  me  duly  sworn, 
says :  That  he  is  personally  acquainted  with  the  facts  set  forth  in  the 
foregoing  and  annexed  statement ;  that  he  was  the  general  accountant 
and  disbursing  agent  in  Mexico,  and  is  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  statement,  and  believes  them  to  be  just 
and  true. 

S.  WILMEB  MARSH. 
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Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me^  this  27th  day  of  November, 
1866. 

MONTGOMERY  GIBBS, 
Notary  Public^  No,  6  Wall  street. 


New  York,  Aaguat  23,  1856. 

Snt :  I  understand  an  appropriation  has  been  made  bj  Congress  to 

Eay  the  damages  incurred  by  the  parties  holding  the  mail  contract 
etween  New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco,  via  Vera  Cruz  and  Acapulco. 
•*  The  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company y''  by  covenants  and 
full  powers  of  attorney  with  and  from  Messrs.  Ramsey  &  Carmick, 
the  ostensible  contractors,  incurred  the  expenditures  and  liabilities  on 
account  of  this  contract,  and,  so  far  as  Postmaster  General  Campbell's 
hostility  would  permit,  performed  the  conditions  of  the  contract  for 
several  months,  until  stopped  by  him.  Messrs.  Ramsey  &  Carmick 
have  also,  personally  and  extrinsic  of  the  cdmpany,  incurred  large  ex- 
penditures. At  the  proper  time  the  Mexican  Mail  Company  are  pre- 
pared to  show  vouchers,  &c.,  for  their  expenditures,  with  the  fiill 
powers  from  Messrs.  Ramsey  &  Carmick  for  receiving  the  appropria- 
tion. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  G.  RANKIN, 
President  of  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company. 
Hon.  EusHA  Whittlfsey, 

First  Comptroller y  Treasury  Department,  Washington^  D.  C. 


New  York,  September  4,  1856. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company,  or  the 
receiver  thereof,  are  prepared  to  furnish,  at  any  time  they  may  be  no- 
tified, the  evidence  of  damages  sustained  by  the  abrogation  of  the  New 
Orleans,  Vera  Cruz,  and  San  Francisco  mail  contract,  and  to  furnish 
their  books  in  evidence  of  the  fulfillment  of  the  contract  by  them  for. 
and  on  account  of  Messrs.  Ramsey  &  Carmick.  The  whole  expendi- 
tures and  damages  were  incurred  by  this  company  under  powers  and 
contracts  with  Messrs.  Ramsey  &  Carmick  ;  the  original  contracts  and 
powers  being  now  in  possession  of  the  company,  ready  for  exhibition 
when  demanded. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  G.  RANKIN, 
President  of  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company, 
Hon.  Elisha  Whittlesey, 

First  Comptroller,  dec, ,  Treasury  Department, 

Washington,  D,  C, 
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Fro  forma  account  of  receipts  and  eocpenses  for  a  weekly  line  of  twrnhf 
wagons  or  stages  between  Vera  Cruz  and  Acaptdco. 


RECEIPTS. 

It  appears  by  official  statement,  taken  from  the  books  of 
the  Panama  Railroad  Company,  that  the  average  num- 
ber of  passengers  passing  that  road  per  year,  for  five 
BQCcessiTe  years,  was 30,993 

And  from  the  books  of  the  Nicaragua  Transit 
Company  the  average  number  or  passengers 
per  year  was SO, 163 

51,156 
Average  per  nfonth 4,789 

Of  which  we  assume  that  the  great  advantages  of  saving 
in  time,  avoidance  of  the  tropics,  and  less  distance  by 
■ta,  would  give  us  at  least  two  fifths  (})  of  the  passen- 
gers, or  1,916  per  month,  at  $50  each 

It  also  appears  that  the  average  amount  of  gold  by  the 
Panama  route,  per  annum,  was |pl, 524,397 

By  the  Nicaragua  route,  per  annum,  was...      19,000,000 

Average  per  month 3,627,033 

Of  which  we  assume  that  we  should  have  carried  at  least 
two  thirds,  in  consequence  of  the  certainty  of  the  drafts 
being  conveyed  by  us,  and  that  thereby  they  would 
reach  the  Atlantic  cities  at  least  five  to  ten  days  in  ad- 
vance of  the  gold,  provided  it  continued  to  go  by  die 
usual  route  of  Panama  and  Nicaragua — which,  however, 
no  bankinfi^-house  would  permit,  and,  of  necessity, 
therefore,  the  gold  would  follow  the  drafts — two  thiras 
=  |3, 418.022,  at  one  quarter  per  cent,  only,  the  same 
price  as  cnareed  for  the  transit  of  Panama,  a  distance 
of  only  40  mUes 

The  average  of  Mexican  silver  passing  over  the  route  is 
at  least  il, 250, 000  per  month, and  on  which  the  charge 
paid,  independent  or  duties,  is  1^  per  cent.  We  assume 
^at  we  would  have  taken  the  whole  of  this,  as  we  would 
have  done  it  at  1  per  cent.,  a  saving  to  the  shippers  of 
4  per  cent 

Bxpress  freight,  charging  no  higher  rate  than  is  charged 
by  the  Panama  lUulroad  Company,  averaging  per 
month , 

Contract  for  Mexican  mail  per  month 

Freighting  between  Vera  Uru£  and  Mexico,  averaging 
yearly  |2, 000, 000,  of  which  we  assume  we  would  have 
at  least  12|  per  cent.,  or,  per  month 


#43,524,397  00 


195,800  00 


This  service  being  performed  on  the  oC  days  of  vntM.  and 
passenger  service .^ 


6,045  00 


19,589  00 


7,65100 
4,099  00 


20,833  33 


146,829  33 
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Pro  forma  account  (/receipts  ctnd  eocpensea — Continued. 


EXPENDITtJRES. 

There  are  on  the  route  44  stations,  SO  teams  each — 8  ani- 
mals for  each  team ^7,040  animals,  costing  to  main- 
tain per  month  f7  each 

It  would  require  for  the  senrioe — 

440  erooms,  at  |30  per  month 

1520  oriTcrs,  at  ^00  per  month 

190  serTants  at  ACX)  per  month, 


Shoes  and  shoeing  7.040  animals,  at  |3  per  month 

3|  per  cent,  wear  ana  tear  on  7,040  animals,  costing  |30 


each 


9)  per  cent,  wear  and  tear  on  880  sets  of  harness,  at  f  79 
each 


%k  per  cent,  wear  and  tear  on  120  wagons,  at  fSOO  each.... 
Toiis  on  each  wagon,  f^  per  month 


(M8ce  rent,  agents*  clerks,  Ac.,  per  month . 


Balance  of  receipts  orer  expenditures,  leaving  profits  of 
one  month's  senrice 


1911,900  00 

63,360  00 
60,000  00 


fl9,9eO(X) 

13,900  00 

19,000  00 

7,200  00 

14,080  00 

5,980  00 

1,584  00 
1,500  00 
6,000  00 
5,000  00 


115,194  00 
31,705  33 


146,829  38 


Samuel  W.  Alarsh,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  No.  19  Beaver  street,  personally;  appeared 
before  me,  and  being  sworn  according  to  law,  saith:  That  he  is  personally  acquainted  with 
the  facts  above  set  forth,  and,  having  been  the  general  accountant  and  disbursing  agent  in 
Mexico,  is  intimately  acquainted  wiu  the  facts  set  forth,  and  believes  them  to  be  just  and 
tme. 

SAMUEL  W.  MARSIL 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  this  11th  day  of  November, 
1856. 
Witness  my  hand  and  official  seal. 

JOHN  BISSELL.  [l.  i .] 


38  OOMMUNIOATION  OP  WILLIAM  MEDILL. 


Liens  and  injunctions  against  daim  of  Carmick  (t  Ramsey. 

New  York,  Aiigust  17,  1856. 

Dbar  Sir  :  We  learn  that  Congress  has  appropriated  some  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  payment  of  damages  to  E.  A.  Car- 
mick and  others  for  the  violation  of  postal  contracts  for  transportatioa 
of  the  mail  from  New  Orleans  to  San  Francisco,  via  Vera  Cruz  and 
Acapulco.  These  contracts  having  been  assigned  to  the  Mexican  Ocean 
Mail  and  Inland  Company  of  this  city,  that  company  will  be  entitled 
to  those  damages.  Our  object  is  to  give  notice  to  the  proper  burean 
of  the  government,  which  we  understand  to  be  that  of  the  Fourth 
Auditor,  that  we  have  recovered  judgments  against  that  company  for 
considerable  sums,  and  have  suits  pending  for  other  large  claims, 
which  are  undetermined,  and  which  are  unsatisfied  and  unpaid,  and 
that  the  said  company  is  insolvent,  and  to  desire  that  such  damages 
should  not  be  paid  over  to  the  said  company  or  its  agents  until  such 
claims  are  adjusted  and  provided  for. 

If  needful,  we  will  furnish  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  said  judg- 
ments and  claims,  to  the  end  that  such  amount  may  be  retain^  for 
the  use  of  those  we  represent. 

Judge  Wm.  Kent  has  been  duly  appointed  the  receiver  of  the  said 
company,  and  all  its  rights  are  therefore  vested  in  him,  and  he  alone 
will  be  entitled  to  its  funds  and  property. 

If  this  notice  should  be  addressed  to  any  other  department  of  the 
government,  please  to  give  it  the  proper  direction. 

Eespectfiilly  and  faithfully  yours, 

MANN  &  RODMAN. 

Hon.  A.  0.  Dayton, 

Fourth  Avditor^  Washington,  D.  C. 


New  York,  August  18,  1856. 

Dear  Sir  :  An  appropriation  has  been  made  for  the  payment  to  £. 
H.  Carmick  and  others  of  the  damages  sustained  by  reason  of  the 
refusal  of  Postmaster  General  Campbell  to  perform  certain  contracts 
for  the  transportation  of  mails  through  Mexico  to  San  Francisco. 

These  contracts,  at  the  time  of  the  breach  of  the  same,  were  held 
by  the  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company  of  this  city,  to  which 
company  they  were  regularly  assigned  by  Carmick  and  others,  the 
contractors  subject,  however,  to  a  partial  assignment  in  favor  of  the 
Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company. 

On  behalf  of  certain  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Mexican  Ocean  Mail 
and  Inland  Company,  I  protest  against  the  payment  of  any  portion  of 
the  appropriation  to  E.  H.  Carmick  and  his  associates. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  W.  TURNEY. 

Hon.  Jamk  Guthrie, 

Secretary  of  the  TVeosurg . 
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New  York,  Augvst  25,  1856. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  beg  to  commend  to  your  favorable  notice  Thomas 
H.  Rodman,  Esq.,  who  [who]  will  hand  to  you  this  letter.  Mr.  Rod- 
man is  my  partner  in  business  and  my  son-in-law,  a  young  man  in 
whom  I  placo  the  fullest  and  most  implicit  confidence.  You  may, 
therefore,  rely  upon  him  in  all  things. 

FaithfiiUy  and  ever  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

A.  MANN,  Jr. 
Hon.  E.  Whittlesey, 

Firtt  Comptroller  J  cfec,  dtc. 


110  Broadway,  New  York, 

AtLgust  25,  1856. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  the  civil  appropriation  bill  there  is  a  provision  for  the 
payment  to  E.  H.  Carmick  and  A.  C.  Ramsey  of  the  damages  sustained 
by  them  by  reason  of  the  refusal  of  Postmaster  General  Campbell  to 
carry  out  the  contract  with  them  for  the  transportation  of  mails  through 
Mexico  to  San  Francisco,  via  Vera  Cruz  and  Acapulco. 

This  contract  was  regularly  assigned  by  them  to  the  Mexican  Ocean 
Mail  and  Inland  Company  of  this  city  in  the  early  part  of  the  year 
1853,  and  was  held  by  the  company  at  the  time  of  the  breach  of  the 
contract  and  at  the  time  of  their  insolvency. 

Judge  William  Kent,  of  this  city,  has  been  appointed  the  receiver 
of  the  company,  and  as  such  receiver  has  succeeded  to  all  its  rights  in 
the  contract*  in  c^uestion. 

Messrs.  Carmick  &  Ramsey  have  no  interest  in  tke  same,  except, 
perhaps,  as  stockholders  of  the  corporation. 

I  am  the  representative  and  attorney  of  stockholders  of  the  same 
corporation  to  a  large  amount,  and  in  their  behalf  I  object  to  the  pay- 
ment of  any  money  whatever  to  Messrs.  Carmick  &  Ramsey  on  account 
of  the  contract  in  question. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  W.  TURNEY. 

Hon.  EusHA  Whittlbsey, 

Comptroller^  cfec.,  WashingtonyD,  C, 


New  York,  August  26,  1856. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  contract  with  E.  H.  Carmick  and  Albert  C.  Ramsey, 
for  the  transportation  of  mails  from  Vera  Cruz,  in  Mexico,  to  San 
Francisco,  dated  the  15th  day  of  February,  1853,  on  account  of  which 
a  provision  has  been  made  in  the  civil  appropriation  bill,  was  held  by 
Carmick  &  Ramsey  for  the  use  of  the  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland 
Company,  and  as  and  for  the  sole  and  exclusive  property  of  such 
company. 

I  nave  been  appointed  the  receiver  of  the  e6ta\/e  aTidi  eSftc\»  q»S.  wm3^ 
compaDjTf  and  as  such  receiver  am,  entitled  to  be  "pa^dL  «XV  ^l^tsi^^^ 
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which  have  arisen  from  the  refusal  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  oanj 
out  the  contract. 

Bespectiiilly^  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  KENT, 
Beceiver  of  the  M.  0.  M.  <t  I.  CongMxny, 
per  P.  W.  Tumej/y  hie  attomtf. 
Hon,  Elisha  Whittlbsey, 

Comptroller y  dc.,  Washington y  D.  C. 


[Private.) 

EVKRBTT  HOUSB, 

New  Yorky  September  18,  1856. 

Mt  Dear  Sir  :  In  the  General  Post  Office  appropriation  bill  of  the 
last  session  a  provision  was  inserted  referring  Mr.  E.  H.  Carmick's 
claim  to  you  for  adjudication.  Will  you  do  me  the  kindness  to  let 
me  know  if  you  have  yet  made  a  decifiiion  in  the  case,  (Carmick's,)  and 
if  not,  if  it  will  probably  soon  be  disposed  of. 

Very  truly,  your  friend  and  servant, 

GEO.  W.  BREGA. 
Hon.  EusHA  Whittlesey. 


45  Wall  Strekf,  New  York,  October  1 ,  1866. 

Sir:  We  see  by  the  sixth  sect4on  of  the  Post  Office  act,  Ko.  66,  Ast 
you  are  required  to  pay  to  Messrs.  Carmick  &  Ramsey  whatever  maj 
be  awarded  to  them  by  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  on  account 
of  the  abrogation  by  the  Postmaster  (General  of  their  contract  to  carry 
the  mail  on  the  Vera  Cruz,  Acapulco,  and  San  Francisco  route,  dated 
the  16th  February,  1863. 

We  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copies  of  two  agroements  between 
Messrs.  Carmick  &  Ramsey,  and  the  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland 
Company,  by  which  you  will  see  that  Messrs.  Carmick  &  Ramsej 
received  these  contracts  for  the  sole  use  and  benefit  of  that  compaoy, 
who  are  the  only  parties  that  actually  suffered  by  reason  of  tiie  action 
of  the  Postmaster  General. 

In  consequence  of  that  action  the  corporation  became  insolvent,  and 
its  effects  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Hon.  William  Kent,  of  this 
city,  appointed  receiver  under  decree  of  court. 

We  lay  these  papers  before  you  in  his  name,  asking  that  they  be 
regarded  as  a  power  to  the  company,  and  through  the  company  to  its 
omcial  assignee,  to  receive  whatever  sums  may  be  awarded  to  Messrs. 
Carmick  &  Ramsey. 

The  original  instruments  will  be  at  your  service  when  called  for. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vants, EATON  &  DAVIS, 

Attomeya-at4awfor  the  Beoeiver. 

Hon.  Sbcretart  of  the  Treasury, 
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Th  aU  to  iffhom  theee  preeents  shoil  oome,  greeting:  Know  ye,  that  i% 
ie  hereby  covenanted,  granted,  and  agreed  between  Albert  C.  Ramsey 
and  Edward  H.  Carmick,  of  the  one  part,  and  the  Mexican  Ocean  Mail 
and  Inland  Company,  of  the  other  part,  in  the  manner  following: 

For  that  whereas  Albert  Bamsey,  formerly  of  the  State  of  Penosyl- 
Tania,  has  heretofore  procured  and  obtained  irom  the  government 
of  the  republic  of  Mexico,  or  of  the  government  of  certain  of  the 
States  of  said  republic,  sundry  grants,  privileges,  and  franchises  in 
respect  to  the  navigation  of  the  river  Mescala,  the  construction  of 
roads,  and  the  transportation  of  mails  in  said  republic,  which  said 
grants,  privileges,  and  franchises  were  procured  for  and  on  behalf  of 
Bundry  persons  associated  in  the  United  States,  and  now  represented 
by  The  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  CJompany;  and  whereas  the 
said  The  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company  have  assumed  the 
grants,  privileges,  and  franchises  aforesaid,  and  are  proceeding  to 
the  execution  and  development  of  the  same ;  and  whereas,  for  the 
better  and  more  perfect  assurance  and  development  of  the  same,  the 
said  Albert  C.  Ramsey  and  Edward  H.  Carmick  have  procured  from 
the  United  States  government  a  contract  for  carrying  the  mails  of  the 
United  States  from  Vera  Cruz,  in  Mexico,  to  San  Francisco,  in  the 
United  States,  bearing  date  the  fifteenth  day  of  February,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifby-three :  Now,  therefore,  the  said  Albert 
C.  Bamsey  and  £dward  H.  Carmick,  for  themselves,  their  heirs, 
^Eeoutors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  reepectivdy,  doth  each  for 
himself,  and  not  the  one  for  the  other,  severally  covenant,  promise, 
and  agree  to  and  with  The  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company, 
Hiat  they  have  held,  and  do  now  hold,  and  will  continue  to  hold,  the 
said  contract,  and  any  extension  or  renewal  of  it,  to  and  for  the  use 
of  The  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company  and  their  successors 
and  assigns,  as  and  for  their  sole  and  exclusive  property,  together 
with  all  the  issues  and  profits  therefrom,  or  payments  for  the  same, 
or  any  future  increase  of  service  under  it ;  and  that  they  will,  in  due 
form  of  law,  make  and  execute,  under  the  appointment  in  writing  of 
the  said  The  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company,  all,  every, 
and  whatever  contract,  covenant,  agreement,  or  instrument  that  may 
be  necessary  for  the  development,  and  prosecution,  and  operation  of 
a  throngh  mail  line  from  New  Orleans  to  San  Francisco ;  and  that  the 
said  contract  shall  be  for  the  use,  benefit,  and  profit  of  the  said  The 
Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company,  their  successors  and 
assigns  ;  and  that  all  and  every  payment  or  appropriation  for  or  on 
account  of  said  contract,  or  for  the  enlargement  of  the  service  under 
it,  or  for  any  part  thereof,  shall  be  held,  received,  and  taken  by  them 
for  and  on  account  of  the  said  The  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland 
Company,  and  shall  be  paid  over  to  their  order  or  appointment,  or  as 
they  may  in  writing  direct ;  and  that  they  will  do  every  necessary  act 
or  thing  whereby  this  agreement  may  be  in  good  faith  fulfilled  and 
execut^  by  them,  or  eitner  of  them. 

And  the  said  The  Mexican   Ocean   Mail  and  Inland  Company 
doth  covenant,  promise,  and  agree  that  the  said  A\\i«tV,C>,  ^wsm«^ 
and  Edward  H.  Carmick  shall  he  held  free  and  YvaxToV^*  cjH  %xw^  Sx^xsl 
bU  1o8s  and  damage  bjr  reason  of  the  non-peTfoTmaiWC»  oi  %.xil  ^*^  ^^ 
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conditions  of  the  said  contract,  by  or  on  the  part  of  those  who  may  be 
legally  chargeable  with  the  performance  or  execution  of  said  contract. 
In  witness  whereof,  the  parties  hereto  have  in  duplicate  respectively 
and  interchangeably  set  tneir  seals,  and  caused  the  same  to  be  dnlj 
subscribed  and  attested,  this  seventeenth  day  of  March,  in  the  jear 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three,  in  the  citj 
of  New  York. 

ALBERT  C.  RAMSEY,  [l.  s.] 

EDWARD  H.  CARMICK,  [l.  s. 

THE  MEXICAN  OCEAN  MAIL 
AND  INLAND  COMPANY,     [l.  s.] 

ROBSRT  Gr.  BaNKDC, 

President. 
Witness :  Sam.  W.  Mabsh. 


DUPLICATE. 

To  aU  whom  these  presents  shaJl  come,  greeting:  Know  ye  that  it  if 
hereby  covenanted,  granted,  and  agreed,  between  The  Mexican  Ocean 
Mail  and  Inland  Company  of  the  one  part,  and  Albert  C.  Ramsey  of 
the  other  part,  in  the  manner  following :  For  that  whereas  the  said 
Albert  C.  Ramsey,  formerly  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  has  hereto- 
fore procured  and  obtained  from  the  government  of  the  republic  of 
Mexico,  or  the  government  of  certain  of  the  States  of  the  said  republic, 
sundry  grants,  privileges,  and  franchises  in  respect  to  the  navigation 
of  tbe  river  Mescala^  the  construction  of  roads,  and  the  transportation 
of  mails  in  said  republic;  which  said  grants,  privileges,  and  franchises 
were  procured  for  and  on  behalf  of  sundry  persons  associated  in  the 
United  States,  now  represented  by  The  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and 
Inland  Company:  And  whereas  the  said  The  Mexican  Ocean  Mail 
and  Inland  Company  have  assumed  the  grants,  privileges,  and  fran- 
chises aforesaid,  and  are  proceeding  to  the  execution  and  develop- 
ment of  tbe  same:  And  whereas,  for  the  better  and  more  perfect 
assurance  and  development  of  the  same,  the  said  Albert  0.  Ramsej 
and  Edward  H.  Carmick  have  procured  from  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment a  contract  for  carrying  the  mails  of  the  United  States  from 
Vera  Cruz,  in  Mexico,  to  San  Francisco,  in  the  United  States,  bearing 
date  the  fifteenth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and 
fifty-three:  And  whereas  the  said  Edward  H.  Carmick,  in  fulfillment 
of  the  same  design  of  the  better  assurance  and  development  of  said 
grants,  privileges,  and  franchises,  has  procured,  in  his  own  name,  a 
contract  bearing  date  the  fifteenth  day  of  February,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-three,  for  the  transportation  of  the  United 
States  mail  from  Kew  Orleans  to  Vera  Cruz :  And  whereas  both  the 
aforesaid  contracts  have  in  fact  been  procured  for  the  benefit  of  and 
for  the  sole  enjoyment  and  profit  of  the  said  The  Mexican  Ocean  Mail 
and  Inland  Company :  Now,  therefore,  the  said  Albert  C.  Ramsey, 
for  himself  and  his  legal  representatives,  doth  covenant  and  agree 
that  he  will  well  and  faithfully  transport  said  mails  across  the  re- 
public of  Mexico,  from  \ eta  Ct\ik2»\.Q  §i«Ai"Sx%iTi^\aR»^  aocording  to  the 
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tenor,  conditions,  and  liabilities  of  said  United  States  contracts,  so 
that  the  mails  shall  be  carried  according  to  the  intents  and  purposes 
of  said  contract,  and  in  fulfillment  of  the  object  of  the  said  company. 
And  further,  that  he  will,  when  requested  so  to  do,  by  any  letter  of 
instructions  to  such  effect,  do,  perform,  and  execute  all,  each  and 
every  matter  and  thing  requisite  and  necessary  to  be  done  for  the 
execution  of  said  mail  contracts  and  in  furtherance  of  the  interests  of 
the  company ;  but  all  such  duties  and  performances  shall  be  at  the 
cost,  charge,  and  expense  of  the  said  The  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and 
Inland  Company. 

And  the  said  The  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company,  for 
themselves  and  their  successors,  do  covenant  and  agree  with  the  said 
Albert  C.  Ramsey  that  they  will  furnish  the  said  Albert  C.  Ramsey 
the  means  and  facilities  for  such  mail  transportation  and  other  purposes 
as  may  be  specified  in  any  letter  of  instructions  to  that  effect,  and 
will  save  and  hold  him  harmless  from  loss  or  damage  by  reason  of  the 
faithful  performance  of  any  of  the  duties  specified  in  any  such  letter 
of  instructions ;  and  further,  that  they  will  pay  to  the  said  Albert  C. 
Ramsey  the  allowance  for  monthly  expenses  that  may  be  agreed  upon 
between  the  parties  hereto. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  parties  have  executed  the  same  in 
duplicate  this  fifth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
three 

ROBERT  G.  RANKIN,  [seal.] 

President,  do. 
ALBERT  C.  RAMSEY.  [seal.] 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of — 
Pierre  M.  Irvikg. 


United  States  of  America,  State  op  New  York,        . 
City  and  County  of  New  York,  \ 

On  this  twelfth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
three,  before  me,  Pierre  M.  Irving,  notary  public  duly  commissioned 
and  sworn,  dwelling  in  the  city  ol  New  York,  personally  came  Robert 
G.  Rankin,  president  of  The  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company, 
and  Albert  C.  Ramsey,  the  individuals  who  executed  the  within  agree- 
ment, and  severally  acknowledged  that  they  executed  the  same. 
And  the  said  Robert  G.  Rankin,  being  by  me  duly  sworn,  deposes 
and  says  that  he  is  the  president  of  The  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and 
Inland  Company,  that  the  seal  affixed  to  the  within  agreement,  oppo- 
site to  his  signature,  is  the  corporate  seal  of  the  said  company,  and 
was  affixed  to  the  said  agreement  by  order  of  the  said  company,  for 
the  purposes  therein  mentioned ;  and  that  he,  by  like  order,  did  sub- 
scribe his  name  thereto  as  president  of  the  said  company. 

In  testimony  whereof;    1  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name  and 
fc^wAT  ^     affixed  my  notarial  seal,  the  day  and  year  above  written. 
L^^^ -I  PIERRE  M.  IRyiSQ., 
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New  Yoek,  Octoker  3, 1856. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  We  are  informed  here  that  a  bill  was  passed  by  tl» 
last  Congress  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  to  A.  C. 
Bamsey  whatever  amount  of  loss  he  incurred  by  reason  of  a  contnek 
between  the  Post  Office  Department  and  him  to  convey  the  mail  acro« 
Mexico  up  to  San  Francisco.  As  all  loss  in  that  respect  was  borne  bf 
a  company  here,  the  stockholders  in  which  have  been  sued  for  the  debti 
representing  this  loss  and  adjudged  to  pay  the  amount,  I  take  tiw 
liberty  of  writing  to  you  to  inquire  if  any  movement  has  yet  been  maie 
by  Mr.  Ramsey  towards  obtaining  the  money. 

My  father-in-law,  Mr.  Stetson,  here,  has  been  mulcted  in  $10,W 
as  one  of  the  stockholders,  and  if  there  be  any  way  that  he  cati  be 
reimbursed,  I  know  that  your  kindly  feelings  towards  him  would  indoee 
you  to  give  him  all  legitimate  aid. 

Please  consider  this  as  private. 

Yours,  truly, 

JOHN  E.  DEYELIN. 

Hon.  P.  G.  Washington,  cfcc.,  cfcc. 


[Private.] 

110  Bkoadway,  New  York,  March  24,  1857. 

Dbab  Sir  ;  We  understand  that  Messrs.  Carmick  &  Bamsey  are  now 
making  proof  before  you  of  the  damages  resulting  from  the  refdsal  of 
Postmaster  General  Campbell  to  carry  out  the  contract  with  them  for 
the  transportation  of  mails  between  Vera  Cruz  and  San  Francisco. 

Permit  us  to  remind  you  of  the  promise  which  you  made  us  last 
year,  to  inform  us  of  the  result  of  your  deliberations  in  the  matter  in 
time  to  enable  us  to  take  measures,  if  any  should  be  deemed  advisable, 
to  prevent  the  diversion  of  the  award  from  the  parties  equitably  entitled 
to  the  same. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

VARNUM  &  TURKEY. 
Hon.  EusHA  Whtetleset, 

Comptroller y  dbc. 


Nhw  York  Suprbmb  Court,  Coumty  of  New  York. 

William  H.  Aspinwall,  Robert  B.  Coleman,  and  Charles  A.  Stetson, 
againet  Edward  H.  Carmick,  Albert  C.  Ramsey^  The  Mexican  Ocean 
Mail  and  Inland  Company,  and  William  K^it,  receiver  of  the  pro- 
perty and  estate  of  The  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company. 

The  complaint  of  William  H.  Aspinwall,  Robert  B.  Coleman,  and 
Charles  A.  Stetson,  of  the  city  of  I^ew  Yoi^,  represents :  that  some 
time  in  or  about  the  month  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-three,  a  contract  or  agreement  was  entered  into  between  the 
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United  States  of  America  and  Albert  C.  'Ramsey  and  others,  in  the 
words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

This  article  of  contract,  made  the  fifteenth  day  of  February,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three,  between  the  United 
States,  acting  in  this  behalf  by  their  Postmaster  General,  and  Albert 
C.  Bamsey  and  Edward  H.  Carmick,  William  H.  Aspinwall,  and 
Edwin  Bartlett,-  of  the  city  of  New  York,  Silas  C.  Herring,  Elihu 
Townsend,  Simeon  Draper,  and  B.  B.  Coleman,  of  the  same  place, 
witnesseth:  That  whereas,  by  an  act  of  Congress  passed  March  3, 
1845,  entitled  ^^  An  act  to  provide  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail 
between  the  United  States  and  foreign  countries,  and  for  oth^  pur* 
poses,"  the  Postmaster  General  is  authorized  to  contract  for  the  trans- 

e>rtation  of  the  United  States  mail  between  any  of  the  ports  of  the 
nited  States  and  a  i)ort  or  ports  of  any  foreign  power,  whenever,  in  his 
opinion,  the  public  interest  will  thereby  be  promoted :  And  whereas, 
by  another  act  of  Congress  passed  March  3,  1851,  entitled  ^^An  act 
to  establish  certain  post  roads  in  the  United  States  and  the  TerritoFies 
thereof,"  the  Postmaster  General  is  authorized  to  enter  into  contracts, 
for  a  period  not  longer  than  four  years,  for  transporting  through  any 
foreign  countries  the  mails  of  the  United  States,  and  that  in  making^ 
such  contracts  the  Postmaster  General  shall  be  bound  to  select  the 
speediest,  safest,  and  most  economical  route:  And  whereas,  notice 
has  been  given  by  advertising,  in  accordance  with  the  directions  of 
said  act,  for  inviting  proposals  for  mail  contracts  under  and  by  virtue 
of  the  acts  aforesaid:  And  whereas,  Albert  C.  Bamsey  and  Edward 
H.  Carmick  have  been  accepted,  according  to  law,  as  contractors  for 
transporting  the  mail  on  route  No.  9,  from  Vera  Cruz,  via  Acapulco, 
to  San  Francisco  and  back,  twice  a  mouth,  according  to  the  schedule 
hereinafter  mentioned,  in  thirteen  days  each  way,  being  an  extension 
of  two  of  the  trips  on  the  New  Orleans  and  Vera  Cruz  line  through 
Mexico  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  the  mails,  and  thus  making  one 
through  line  in  sixteen  days  between  New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco, 
at  and  for  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand  dollars 
per  year,  for  and  during  the  term  commencing  from  the  time  Congress 
shall  ratify  this  contract,  and  ending  four  years  from  that  date,  with 
the  right  reserved  to  the  Postmaster  General  to  continue  it  one  year 
longer,  at  the  same  terms:  Now,  therefore,  the  said  Albert  C.  Bamsey 
and  Edward  H.  Carmick,  contractors,  and  Silas  C.  Herring,  Elihu 
Townsend,  Simeon  Draper,  Bobert  B.  Coleman,  William  H.  Aspin- 
wall,  and  Edwin  Bartlett,  their  sureties,  do  jointly  and  severally 
undertake,  covenant,  and  agree  with  the  United  States,  and  do  bind 
themselves : 

1.  To  carry  said  mail  within  the  times  fixed  in  the  annexed  schedule 
of  departures  and  arrivals,  and  so  carry  until  said  schedule  is  altered 
by  the  authority  of  the  Postmaster  General  of  the  United  States,  as 
hereinafter  provided,  and  then  to  carry  according  to  said  altered 
schedule. 

2.  To  carry  said  mail  in  a  safe  and  secure  manner^  free  from  wet 
or  other  injury,  in  weather-proof  bags  and  vehicles  on  the  land  route, 
and  in  a  separate  and  convenient  apartment  on  shipboard,  to  be  suitably 
fitted  up,  under  order  of  the  department,  at  the  exp^ii«%  ^  \!tk&  ^:»tkr 
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tractors,  for  the  assorting  and  safe-keeping  of  the  mails,  and  for  the 
sole  and  exclusive  occupation,  use,  and  accommodation  of  the  Post 
Office  Department  and  its  mail  agent,  if  the  Postmaster  Greneral  shall 
require  it,  for  the  use  and  accommodation  of  the  mail  and  mail  agent, 
and  such  mail  agent  is  to  he  conveyed  without  further  charge. 

In  case  the  contractors  fail  to  furnish  such  suitable  accommodation, 
the  department  shall  have  the  right  to  provide  the  bags,  vehicles,  or 
other  suitable  acconmiodations,  at  the  expense  of  the  contractors. 

3.  To  take  the  mail  and  every  part  of  it  from,  and  deliver  it  imd 
every  part  of  it  into,  the  post  office  at  San  Francisco,  and  to  and  from 
the  mifil  steamers  at  Vera  Cruz,  on  the  New  Orleans  and  Vera  Cnii 
line;  and  also  to  deliver  and  receive  the  mails  at  San  Diego  and 
Monterey  regularly,  by  each  trip  going  and  returning,  as  is  now  done 
by  the  ** Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company." 

They  also  undertake,  covenant,  and  agree  with  the  United  States, 
and  do  bind  themselves  jointly  and  severally,  as  aforesaid,  to  be 
answerable  for  the  person  to  whom  the  said  contractors  shall  commit 
the  care  and  transportation  of  the  mail^  and  [be]  accountable  to  the 
United  States  for  any  damages  which  may  be  sustained  by  the  United 
States  through  his  unfaithfulness  or  want  of  care ;  and  that  the  said 
contractors  will  discharge  any  carrier  of  said  mail  whenever  required 
to  do  so  by  the  Postmaster  General ;  alsO)  that  they  will  not  transmit 
by  themselves^or  their  agents,  or  be  concerned  in  transmitting,  com- 
mercial intelligence  more  rapidly  than  by  mail,  and  they  will  not 
carry  out  of  the  mail  letters  or  papers  which  should  go  by  post; 
and  that  they  will  not  knowingly  convey  any  person  carrying  on  the 
business  of  transporting  letters  or  other  marl  matter,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  department;  and  further,  that  the  said  contractors  will 
convey,  without  additional  charge,  post  office  blanks,  mail  bi^s,  and 
the  special  agents  of  the  department,  on  the  exhibition  of  their  cre- 
dentials. 

They  farther  undertake,  covenant,  and  agree  with  the  United  States, 
that  the  said  contractors  will  <;ollect  quarterly,  if  required  by  the  Post- 
master General,  of  postmasters  on  said  route,  the  balances  due  from 
them  to  the  General  Post  Office,  and  faithfully  render  an  account 
thereof  to  the  Postmaster  General  on  the  settlement  of  quarterly  ac- 
counts, and  will  pay  over  to  the  General  Post  Office  all  balances  remain- 
ing in  their  hands. 

For  which  services  when  performed,  the  said  Albert  C.  Ramsey  and 
Edward  H.  Carmick,  contractors,  are  to  be  paid  by  the  said  United 
States  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand  dollars  a 
year,  to  wit:  quarterly  in  the  months  of  May,  August,  November,  and 
February,  through  the  postmasters  on  the  route  or  otherwise,  at  the 
option  of  the  Postmaster  General  of  the  United  States ;  said  pay  to  be 
subject,  however,  to  be  reduced  or  discontinued  by  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral as  hereinafter  stipulated,  or  to  be  suspended  in  case  of  delinquency. 

It  is  hereby  stipulated  and  agreed  by  the  said  contractors  and  their 
sureties,  that  the  Postmaster  General  may  increase  the  service  or 
change  the  schedule,  he  allowing  a  pro  rata  increase  of  compensation 
within  the  restrictions  imposed  by  law  for  the  additional  service  re- 
quired ;  but  the  contractors  may,  in  case  of  increased  j^etvice-.  or  change 
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of  schedule,  relinquish  the  contract,  on  timely  notice,  if  they  prefer  it 
to  the  change. 

It  is  hereby  also  stipulated  and  agreed  by  the  said  contractors  and 
!  their  sureties,  that  in  all  cases  there  is  to  be  a  forfeiture  of  the  pay  of 
a  trip  when  the  trip  is  not  performed,  and  of  not  more  than  three  times 
the  pay  of  a  trip  when  the  trip  is  not  duly  performed  and  no  sufficient 
excuse  for  the  failure  is  furnished ;  a  forfeiture  of  at  least  one  fourth 
part  of  it  when  the  running  is  so  far  behind  time  as  to  lose  connection 
with  a  depending  mail,  unless  it  is  shown  that  the  same  was  not  caused 
by  neglect,  or  want  of  proper  skill,  or  misconduct;  and  a  forfeiture  of 
a  due  proportion  of  it  when  a  grade  of  service  is  rendered  inferior  to 
the  mode  of  conveyance  above  stipulated ;  and  that  these  forfeitures 
may  be  increased  into  penalties  of  a  higher  amount,  according  to  the 
nature  or  frequency  of  the  failure  and  the  importance  of  the  mail ,  also, 
that  fines  may  be  imposed  upon  the  contractors  unless  the  delinquency 
be  satisfactorily  explained  to  the  Postmaster  General  in  due  time,  for 
failing  to  take  from  or  deliver  at  a  post  office  or  a  steam  vessel^  the 
mail,  or  any  part  of  it;  for  suffering  it  to  be  wet,  injured,  lost,  or 
destroyed ;  for  carrying  it  in  a  place  or  manner  that  exposes  it  to  dep- 
redation, loss,  or  injury^  by  being  wet  or  otherwise;  for  refusing, after 
demand,  to  carry  a  mail  in  any  vessel  or  other  vehicle  which  the  con- 
tractors run  or  are  concerned  in  running  on  the  route  beyond  the 
number  of  trips  above  specified ;  or  for  not  arriving  at  the  time  set  in 
the  schedule,  unless  not  caused  by  neglect  or  want  of  proper  skill,  or 
misconduct.  And  for  setting  up  or  running  an  express  to  transmit 
letters  or  commercial  intelligence  in  advance  of  the  mail,  or  for  trans- 
porting knowingly  or  after  being  informed,  any  one  engaged  in  trans- 
porting letters  or  mail  matter  m  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
Dtates,  a  penalty  of  five  hundred  dollars  may  be  exacted  for  each 
offense  and  for  each  article  so  carried. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  stipulated  and  agreed  by  the  said  con- 
tractors and  their  sureties  that  the  Postmaster  General  may  annul 
the  contract  for  repeated  failures ;  for  violating  the  post  office  laws ; 
for  disobeying  the  mstructions  of  the  department;  for  refusing  to  dis- 
charge a  carrier  or  any  person  having  charge  of  the  mail  by  his  direc- 
tion when  required  by  the  department;  for  assigning  the  contract 
without  the  consent  of  the  Postmaster  General ;  for  setting  up  or  run- 
ning an  express  as  aforesaid;  or  for  transporting  persons  conveying 
mail  matter  out  of  the  mail  as  aforesaid,  or  whenever  the  contractors, 
or  either  of  them,  shall  become  a  postmaster,  assistant  postmaster,  or 
member  of  Congress.  •  And  this  contract  shall  in  all  parts  be  subject 
to  the  terms  and  requisitions  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  on  the 
twenty-first  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eight,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  public  contracts." 

And  it  is  hereby  further  stipulated  and  agreed  by  the  said  contrac- 
tors that  the  steam  vessels  for  the  service  between  San  Francisco  and 
Acapulco  shall  be  of  a  class  contemplated  by  the  act  of  Congress  passed 
ifarch  3,  1845,  entitled  '*An  act  to  provide  for  the  transportation  of 
the  mail  between  the  United  States  and  foreign  countries,  and  for  other 
Purposes,"  and  that  the  same  shall  be  delivered  to  the  United  States 
Or  their  proper  officers,  on  demand  being  made,  for  th^  ^xrt^Q^^  ^^ 
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being  coiiYerted  into  vesselsrof-war,  according  to  the  tenor  and  tenas 
of  the  said  act. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  expressly  understood  that  this  contract  is 
to  have  no  force  or  validity  until  it  shall  have  received  the  sanction  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  ^  by  the  pc^ssage  of  an  appropriatioi 
to  carry  it  into  effect. 

In  witness  whereof  the  Postmaster  General  has  caused  the  seal  of 
the  Post  Office  Department  to  be  hereto  affixed,  and  has  attested  the 
same  by  his  signature;  and  the  said  eontractors  and  their  sureties  ha?e 
hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seals  the  day  and  year  set  opposite  their 
names  respectively. 

[seal.]    March  3,  1833. 


S,  D,  HUBBARD, 

Foatmaaier  General, 
WM.  H.  ASPINWALL,  [sbal.] 

EDWIN  BARTLETT,  [seal.] 

By  Wm.  H.  Davidge,  their  AW y. 
ALBERT  C.  RAMSEY,  [seal. 

EDWARD  H.  CARMICK,  'seal. 

SILAS  C.  HERRING,  'seal. 

ELIHU  TOWNSEND,  "seal. 

SIMEON  DRAPER,  seal. 

R.  B.  COLEMAN,  seal. 

THE  MEXICAN  OCEAN  MAIL 

AND  INLAND  COMPANY,     [seal.] 
By  Robert  G.  Rankin,  President. 


March  3,  1853. 
March  3,  1853. 

Fehruary  25,  1853. 
Fehruary  25,  1853. 
Fehruary  25,  1853. 
February  25,  1853. 
February  25,  1853. 
February  25,  1853. 

Fehruary  25,  1853. 


Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  by  the  Postmaster  G^eneral,  in  tiie 
presence  of — 

James  Lawrence, 
R.  T.  McLain. 

And  by  the  other  parties  hereto  in  the  presence  of — 
J.  B.  NoTt,  witness  for  A.  C.  Ramsey,  S.  Draper,  R.  B.  ColemaB, 

and  Edward  H.  Carmick. 
Edward  S.  Guild,  witness  to  S.  C.  Herring. 

Witness  to  Wm.  H.  Davidge's  signature,  as  attorney  of  William  H. 
Aspinwall  and  Edwin  Bartlett — 
Jambs  Lawrence, 
K  T.  McLain. 

Witness  to  R.  G.  Rankin's  signature — 
Jno.  T.  Howard. 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  am  well  acquainted  with  Albert  C.  Ramsey, 
and  Edward  H.  Carmick,  and  Silas  C.  Herring,  Elihu  Townsend, 
Simeon  Draper,  and  R.  B.  Coleman,  and  the  condition  of  their  prop- 
erty ;  and  that  after  full  investigation  and  inquiry  I  am  well  satisfied 
that  they  are  good  and  sufficient  sureties  for  the  amount  in  the  lore- 
going  contract. 

WM.  V.  BRADY, 
Postmaster  in  New  York. 
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The  schedules  of  departures  arid  arrivals. 

Leave  Vera  Cruz  on  the  4th  and  ITth  of  each  month ; 
Arrive  at  Aeapulco  by  the  9th  and  22d  of  each  month  ;' 
Leave  Acapulco  on  the  9th  and  22d  of  each  month ; 
Arrive  at  San  Francisco  by  the  Ifth  and  30th  of  each  month. 
Leave  San  Francisco  on  the  8th  and  24th  of  each  month ; 
Arrive  at  Acapulco  by  the  16th  and  1st  of  each  month; 
Leave  Acapulco  on  the  16th  and  1st  of  each  month ; 
Arrive  at  Vera  Cruz  by  the  2l8t  and  6th  of  each  month-  - 

as  by  the  said  contract,  to  which  the  plaintiffs  refer,  will,  upon  refer- 
ence, appear. 

The  plaintiffs  further  show,  upon  information  and  belief,  that  the 
Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company  was,  in  the  month  of  Janu- 
ary, 1863,  incorporated  pursuant  to  and  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in 
an  act  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  senate 
and  assembly,  entitled  ^^An  act  for  the  incorporation  of  companies 
formed  to  navigate  the  ocean  by  steamships,"  passed  April  12,  1862, 
and  the  said  company  had  their  principal  office  for  the  transaction  of 
business  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

The  plaintiffs  further  show  that  sometime  on  or  about  the  seven- 
teenth day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three,  a 
certain  contract  or  agreement  in  writing  was  made  and  entered  into 
between  the  said  Albert  C.  Ramsey  and  Edward  H.  Carmick  of  the 
one  part,  and  The  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company  of  the 
other  part,  sealed  with  the  seals  of  the  said  Carmick  &  Bamsey  and 
with  tne  common  seal  of  the  said  corporation,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting:  Kixow  ye,  that 
it  is  hereby  covenanted,  granted,  and  agreed  between  Albert  C.  Ramsejr 
and  Edward  H.  Carmick  of  the  one  part,  and  The  Mexican  Ocean  Mail 
and  Inland  Company  of  the  other  part,  in  the  manner  following : 

For  that  whereas  Albert  C.  Ramsey,  formerly  of  the  State  ot  Penn- 
sylvania, has  heretofore  procured  and  obtained  from  the  government 
of  the  republic  of  Mexico,  or  of  the  government  of  certain  of  the 
States  of  said  republic,  sundry  grants,  privileges,  and  franchises  in 
respect  to  the  navigation  of  the  river  Mescala,  the  construction  of 
roads,  and  the  transportation  of  mails  in  said  republic,  which  said 
grante,  privileges,  and  franchises  were  procured  for  and  [in]  behalf 
of  sundry  persons  associated  in  the  United  States,  and  now  repre- 
sented by  The  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company ;  and  whereas 
the  said  The  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company  have  assumed 
the  grants,  privileges,  and  franchises  aforesaid,  and  are  proceeding  to 
the  execution  and  development  of  the  same;  and  whereas,  for  the 
better  and  more  perfect  assurance  and  development  of  the  same,  the 
said  Albert  C.  Ramsey  and  Edward  H.  Carmick  have  procured  from 
the  United  States  government  a  contract  for  carrying  the  mails  of  the 
United  States  from  Vera  Cruz,  in  Mexico,  t^  San  Francisco^  m  tIcA 
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United  States,  bearing  date  the  fifteenth  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-rthree:  Now,  therefore,  the  sud 
Albert  C.  Ramsey  and  Edward  H.  Carmick,  for  themselves,  their 
heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  respectively,  doth  each 
for  himself  and  not  the  one  for  the  other,  severally  covenant,  promise, 
and  agree  to  and  with  The  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Companj 
that  they  have  held,  and  do  now  hold,  and  will  continue  to  hold  the 
said  contract,  and  any  extension  or  renewal  of  it,  to  and  for  the  use 
of  The  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company,  and  their  suooes- 
sors  and  assigns,  as  and  for  their  sole  and  exclusive  property,  together 
with  all  the  issues  and  profits  therefrom,  or  payments  lor  the  same  or 
any  future  increase  of  service  under  it,  and  that  they  will,  in  due 
form  of  law,  make  and  execute,  under  the  appointment  in  writing  of 
the  said  The  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company,  all,  every,  and 
whatever  contract,  covenant,  agreement,  or  instrument  that  may  be 
necessary  for  the  development,  and  prosecution,  and  operation  of  a 
through  mail  line  from  New  Orleans  to  San  Francisco  ;  and  that  the 
said  contract  shall  be  for  the  use,  benefit,  and  profit  of  the  said  The 
Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company,  their  successors  and  as- 
signs, and  that  all  and  every  payment  or  appropriation  for  or  on 
account  of  said  contract,  for  the  enlargement  of  the  service  under  or 
for  any  mail  thereof,  shall  be  held,  received,  and  taken  by  them  for 
and  on  account  of  the  said  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Companj, 
and  shall  be  paid  over  to  their  order  or  appointment,  or  as  they  maj 
in  writing  direct ;  and  that  they  will  do  every  necessary  act  or  thine 
whereby  this  agreement  may  be  in  good  faith  fulfilled  and  exeeutcd 
by  them  or  either  of  them ;  and  the  said  The  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and 
Inland  Company  doth  covenant,  promise,  and  agree  that  the  said 
Albert  C.  Ramsey  and  Edward  U.  Carmick  shall  be  held  free  and 
harmless  of  and  from  all  loss  and  damages  by  reason  of  the  non-per- 
formance of  any  of  the  conditions  of  the  said  contract  by  or  on  the  part 
of  those  who  may  be  legally  chargeable  with  the  performance  or  exe- 
cution of  the  said  contract. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  parties  hereto  have,  in  duplicate,  respect- 
ively and  interchangeably,  set  their  seals,  and  caused  the  same  to  be 
duly  subscribed  and  attested,  this  seventeenth  day  of  March,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three,  in  the 
city  of  New  York. 
Witness — 

Samukl  W.  Marsh. 

ALBERT  C.  RAMSEY,  [sral.! 

EDWARD  H.  CARMICK,  [sral.1 

THE  MEXICAN  OCEAN  MAIL 

AND  INLAND  COMPANY,  [shal.] 
Robert  G.  Rankin,  President. 

as  by  the  last-mentioned  contract  or  agreement  will,  upon  reference, 
appear. 

The  plaintifis  further  show,  upon  intbrmation  and  belief,  that,  in 
pursuance  of  the  said  last  mentioned  contract  or  agreement  so  entered 
into  between  the  said  Carmick  &  Ramsey  and  the  Mexican  Ocean  Mail 
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md  Inland  Company,  the  said  corporation  assumed  the  whole  burden 
)f  the  execution  of  the  contract  aforesaid  between  the  United  States  of 
America  and  the  said  Edward  H.  Carmick  and  Albert  C.  Ramsey  for 
ihe  transportation  of  mails  from  Vera  Cruz,  in  Mexico,  via  Acapulco, 
;o  San  Francisco^  and  back  ;  and  for  the  purposes  of  such  contract,  the 
laid  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company  purchased  and  con- 
tracted for  a  large  number  of  mules  and  horses,  and  purchased  and 
ixansported  to  Mexico  coaches,  wagons^  and  ceteras,  and  their  appur- 
^nances,  and  other  rolling  stock  ;  that  in  the  month  of  August,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three,  the  materials  for  the  line  being 
X)llected  and  placed  upon  the  route  between  the  cities  of  Vera  Cruz 
ind  Acapulco,  the  said  company  commenced  transporting  the  United 
States  mail  between  Vera  Cruz,  via  Acapulco  and  San  Francisco,  in 
pursuance  and  in  full  compliance  with  the  terms  of  the  said  contract 
between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Edward  H.  Carmick  and 
Albert  C.  Ramsey,  and  continued  in  the  performance  of  such  mail 
lervice  until  some  time  in  or  about  the  month  of  December,  in  the 
jame  year,  when,  in  consequence  of  the  refusal  of  the  then  Postmaster 
Gl^neral  of  the  United  States  to  recognize  the  said  mail  contract  as 
t)inding  upon  the  United  States  of  America,  the  said  mail  service  was 
abandoned. 

That,  as  the  plaintiffs  are  informed  and  believe,  the  said  The  Mexi- 
»n  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company,  in  establishing  the  mail  route 
mder  the  terms  of  the  said  contract  with  the  United  States  of  America, 
ind  in  making  preparations  for  and  in  carrying  the  mails  in  piirsu- 
ince  thereof,  contracted  a  large  amount  of  indebtedness,  exceeding  in 
the  acTG^fegate  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  the  whole  or  the 
neater  pa?t  of  which  iB  owing  and  unpaid;  that  no  sum  of  money 
whatever  was  paid  or  expended  by  the  said  Carmick  &  Ramsey,  or 
3ither  of  them,  or  by  any  person  in  their  behalf,  in  relation  to  the  said 
mail  service,  or  in  carrying  out  or  in  attempting  to  fulfill  the  terms  of 
their  said  contract  with  the  United  States  of  America,  as  aforesaid. 

That,  as  the  plaintifGs  are  advised  and  believe,  the  Mexican  Ocean 
Mail  and  Inland  Company,  as  between  such  company  and  the  said  Car- 
mick &  Ramsey,  are  entitled  to  all  the  advantages  and  benefits  to  be 
ierived  from  the  said  contract  between  the  United  States  of  America 
and  Carmick  &  Ramsey  since  the  assignment  thereof  to  said  company 
by  said  Carmick  &  Ramsey,  on  the  17th  day  of  March,  1853,  as  afore- 
said, and  to  all  damages  which  may  have  resulted  by  reason  of  any 
breach  of  the  said  contract. 

The  plaintiffs  further  show  that,  by  an  act  of  Congress  passed  Au- 
gust 18,  1856,  it  is  provided  as  follows: 

**Sbc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted y  That  the  First  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  required  to  adjust  the  damages  due 
to  Edward  H.  Carmick  and  Albert  C.  Ramsey,  on  account  of  the  abro- 
gation by  the  Postmaster  General  of  their  contract  to  carry  the  mail 
on  the  Vera  Cruz,  Acapulco,  and  San  Francisco  route,  dated  the  15th 
February,  1853,  to  be  adjudged  and  awarded  to  them  according  to  the- 
principles  of  law,  equity,  and  justice,  the  amount  so  found  due ;  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  required  to  pay  the  same  to  the^ 
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said  Carmick  &  Ramsey,  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated . ' ' 

That  the  contract  referred  to  in  the  said  act  of  Congress  is  the  same 
contract  which  is  hereinbefore  set  forth. 

The  plaintiffs  further  show,  upon  information  and  belief,  that  the 
said  Albert  C.  Ramsey  and  Edward  H.  Carmick,  under  the  said  act  of 
Congress,  have  presented  a  claim  for  the  damages  sustained  under  the 
said  contract  to  Elisha  Whittlesey,  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
and  have  made  and  presented  to  him  sundry  proofs  of  such  damages. 
That  the  damages  so  claimed  by  the  said  Carmick  &  Ramsey  consist 
in  part  of  the  various  sums  of  money  expended  and  debts  incurred  by 
the  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company  in  establishing  the  said 
mail  route,  and  in  transporting  the  United  States  mails  under  the  said 
contract. 

That,  as  the  plaintiffs  are  informed  and  believe,  the  aaid  Elisha 
Whittlesey,  Comptroller,  as  aforesaid,  has  not  yet  made  his  award  in 
the  said  matter,  but  it  is  expected  that  he  will  report  thereon  in  a  few 
days. 

The  plaintiffs  further  show,  upon  information  and  belief,  that  the 
said  Edward  H.  Carmick  and  Albert  C.  Ramsey  set  up  and  pretend 
that  they  are  the  sole  persons  entitled  to  damages  which  may  be 
awarded  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act  of  Congress,  resulting  from  the 
breach  of  the  said  contract. 

The  plaintiffs  further  show  that  they  are  apprehensive  that  if  the 
award  which  may  be  made  by  the  said  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Comptroller, 
&c.,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act  of  Congress,  shall  be  paid  to  the  said 
Edward  H.  Carmick  and  Albert  C.  Ramsey,  the  same  will  be  applied 
by  them  to  their  own  use,  in  fraud  of  the  rights  of  the  creditors  and 
stockholders  of  the  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company,  and 
will  be  wholly  lost  to  such  creditors  and  stockholders. 

That  the  said  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company  is  insolvent 
and  unable  to  pay  its  debts,  and  has  been  insolvent  for  more  than  one 
year.  That  William  Kent,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  was,  on  or  about 
the  13th  day  of  June,  1854,  appointed  by  the  superior  court  of  the 
city  of  New  York  the  receiver  of  the  property,  estate,  and  effects  of 
the  said  company,  but  the  plaintiffs  are  advised  and  believe  that  the 
said  court  had  not  jurisdiction  in  the  appointment  of  such  receiver, 
and  that  no  title  to  the  property  or  effects  of  the  said  corporation 
vested  in  the  said  William  Kent  as  such  receiver. 

That  the  plaintiff,  William  H.  Aspinwall,  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
said  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company  to  the  amount  of  five 
hundred  shares  of  the  capital  stock  thereof,  of  the  par  value  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars.  That  by  the  terms  of  the  act  under  which  such 
corporation  was  formed,  each  stockholder  is  declared  to  be  individually 
liable  to  the  creditors  of  the  said  corporation  for  the  debts  of  said  cor- 

? oration  to  an  amount  equal  to  the  amount  of  stock  held  by  him. 
'hat  the  plaintiff,  William  H.  Aspinwall,  has  been  sued,  as  a  stock- 
holder of  the  said  corporation,  by  certain  persons  claiming  to  be  creditors 
of  the  said  corporation,  upon  claims  held  by  them  upon  said  corpora- 
tion, and  judgments  in  several  of  which  actions  have  been  recovered 
against  him,  the  said  William  H.  Aspinwall,  to  an  amount  exceeding 
*^e  sum  of  twelve  tYvowaaTidi  ^o\W^, 
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That  the  plaintiffs,  Robert  B.  Coleman  and  Charles  A.  Stetson,  are 
stockholders  of  the  same  corporation  to  the  amount  of  three  hundred 
and  seventy-five  shares,  of  the  par  value  of  thirtynseven  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars.  That  as  such  stockholders,  the  plaintiffs,  Coleman 
and  Stetson,  have  been  sued  by  creditors  of  the  said  Mexican  Ocean 
Mail  and  Inland  Company  upon  claims  against  such  corporation,  in 
one  of  which  suits  a  judgment  has  been  rendered  against  the  said 
Coleman  and  Stetson  for  a  sum  exceeding  nine  thousand  dollars. 

The  plaintiffs  bring  this  action  as  well  in  behalf  of  themselves  as  of 
all  other  stockholders,  and  of  all  creditors  of  the  said  Mexican  Ocean 
Mail  and  Inland  Company  who  may  come  and  contribute  to  the 
expenses  of  this  action . 

The  plaintiffs  demand  that  the  damages  and  all  benefits  and  advan- 
tage arising  or  accruing  under  the  said  contract  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  Edward  H.  Carmick  and  Albert  C.  Bamsey, 
may  be  adjudged  to  belong  to  the  said  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  In- 
land Company.  That  the  said  Edward  H.  Carmick  and  Albert  C. 
Ramsey,  may  be  perpetually  enjoined  and  restrained  from  collecting 
or  receiving  any  award  which  may  be  made  by  the  said  Elisha  Whit- 
tlesey, Comptroller,  as  aforesaid,  or  by  any  other  person  under  or  in 
pursuance  of  the  provision  of  the  act  of  Congress,  aforesaid.  That  the 
said  corporation  be  dissolved,  and  a  receiver  appointed  of  the  property 
and  estate  thereof;  and  that  such  property  and  estate  be  applied  to 
the  payment  of  the  debts' of  the  said  corporation,  and  the  residue,  if 
any,  be  distributed  among  the  stockholders  of  the  said  corporation  ac- 
cording to  their  respective  rights  and  interests. 

That  in  the  meantime  the  said  Edward  H.  Carmick  and  Albert  C. 
Bamsey,  and  their  agents  and  attorneys,  may  be  enjoined  and  restrained 
from  collecting  or  receiving,  assigning  or  transferring,  any  award  which 
may  be  made  m  pursuance  of  the  said  provision  of  tne  act  of  Congress, 
aforesaid,  or  any  right  or  claim  to  any  damage  or  benefit  under  the 
said  contract  with  the  United  States  of  America ;  and  from  doing  any 
act  or  thing  to  prejudice  the  rights  of  the  Mexican  Ocean  MaU  and 
Inland  Company,  or  the  creditors  or  stockholders  of  said  corporation 
in  any  such  award,  or  in  such  damages  or  benefits,  and  that  the  plain- 
tifb  may  have  such  other  or  such  further  relief  in  the  premises  as  may 
seem  meet. 

VARNUM  &  TURKEY, 

Plaintiffs*  Attorneys, 


City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss. 

Charles  A.  Stetson,  being  sworn,  saith:  That  the  above  complaint 
is  true  of  his  own  knowledge,  except  as  to  the  matters  therein  stated 
on  information  and  belief,  and  also  except  as  to  the  averment  therein 
in  respect  to  the  stock  held  by  William  H.  Aspinwall,  and  the  suits 
against  him  therein,  and  as  to  those  matters  he  believes  it  to  be  true. 

C.  A.  STETSON. 

Sworn  this  16th  day  of  April,  1857,  before  me, 

JOHN  FOOT, 
Commissioner  o/  De^ds- 
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City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss. 

Paschal  W.  Turney,  being  sworn,  saith :  That  he  is  one  of  the  attor- 
neys of  the  plaintiffs  in  this  action ;  that  he  has  read  the  above  com- 
plaint, and  knows  the  contents  thereof,  and  that  the  same  is  true, 
except  as  the  matters  therein  stated  on  information  and  belief,  and 
except  as  to  the  averment  in  respect  to  the  stock  held  by  the  plain- 
tiffs, Coleman  &  Stetson,  and  the  suits  against  them  thereon,  and  as 
to  those  matters  he  believes  it  to  be  true. 

That  the  plaintiff,  William  H.  Aspinwall,  is  absent  from  the  State 
of  New  York,  and  is  in  Europe,  and  deponent  makes  this  affidavit 
by  reason  of  such  absence ;  that  deponent  has  in  his  possession  the 
original  agreement  between  Carmick  &  Bamsey  and  the  Mexican 
Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company,  set  forth  in  the  complaint,  and  be 
has  a  copy  of  the  postal  contract,  also  set  forth  in  the  complaint,  the 
same  being  printed  by  order  of  Congress ;  that  deponent  is  the  attor- 
ney and  counsel  of  said  Aspinwall  in  the  various  suits  brought  against 
him  as  a  stockholder  of  said  corporation,  and  has  had  the  principal 
management  of  the  defense  in  such  suits  ;  that  deponent  has  acquired 
information  of  the  several  facts  stated  in  the  complaint  from  the  tes- 
timony taken  in  such  suits,  and  from  the  statements  of  the  officers  of 
said  corporation  and  others  ;  and  that  he  has  derived  his  information 
of  the  lacts  relative  to  the  proceedings  taken  under  the  act  of  Con- 

Jress  referred  to  in  the  complaint  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
amages  thereby  directed  to  be  adjusted,  from  letters  received  from 
Mr.  Whittlesey,  the  First  Comptroller,  and  others,  and  from  the  oral 
statements  of  other  individuals,  and  from  the  public  newspapers. 

P.  W.  TURNEY. 

Sworn,  this  16th  day  of  April,  1857,  before  me. 

JOHN  FOOT, 
Commissioner  of  Deeds, 


[seal.] 

At  a  special  term  of  the  supreme  court  held  at  the  city  of  New  York 
on  the  if  th  day  of  April,  185T — 

Present:  Henry  E.  Davis,  justice. 

William  H.  Aspinwall,  Robert  B.  Coleman,  and  Charles  E.  Stetson, 
against  Edward  H.  Carmick,  Albert  C.  Bamsey,  The  Mexican  Ocean 
Mail  and  Inland  Company,  and  William  Kent,  receiver,  &c. 

It  appearing  satisfactorily  to  the  court  by  the  affidavits  of  Charles 
A.  Stetson,  one  of  the  plaintiffs,  and  Paschal  W.  Turney,  one  of  the 
attorneys  of  the  plaintiffs,  that  sufficient  grounds  for  an  order  of  in- 
junction exist:  Now,  on  motion  of  Varnum  and  Turney,  plaintiff's 
attorneys,  it  is  ordered  that  the  defendants,  Edward  H.  Carmick  and 
Albert  C.  Bamsey,  and  their  agents,  attorneys,  and  servants,  do  abso- 
lutely desist  and  refrain  from  collecting  or  receiving,  assigning  or 
transferring  any  award  which  may  be  made  by  the  First  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress 
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passed  August  18,  1866,  for  the  damages  due  to  them  on  account  of 
the  abrogation  by  the  Postmaster  General  of  their  contract  to  carry 
the  mail  on  the  Vera  Cruz,  Acapulco,  and  San  Francisco  route,  dated 
the  15th  day  of  February,  1853,  or  any  right  or  claim  to  any  damage 
or  benefit  under  the  said  contract,  and  from  doing  any  act  or  thing  to 
prejudice  the  rights  of  the  Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Company, 
or  the  creditors  or  stockholders  of  said  corporation  in  any  such  award 
or  in  such  damages  or  benefits  until  the  further  order  of  this  court. 
And,  in  case  of  disobedience  of  this  order,  the  said  defendants,  Ram- 
sey &  Carmick,  are  to  be  liable  to  the  punishment  therefor  prescribed 
by  law. 

State  op  New  York,  City  cmd  County  of  New  Yorky  88 : 

I,  Richard  B.  Connolly,  clerk  of  the  said  city  and  county,  and  clerk 
of  the  supreme  court  of  the /aid  State  for  said  county,  do  certify  that  I 
have  comnared  the  preceding  with  the  original  order  on  file  in  my 
office,  ana  that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom  and  of  the 
whole  of  such  original. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name  and  affixed 
Tot  AT  1     ™y  official  seal,  this  ITth  day  of  April,  1857. 
L^^^-J  RICHARD  B.  CONNOLLY, 

Clerk. 


'  ASPINWALL  V8.    CaRBHCK. 


New  York,  May  1,  1858. 

Dear  Sir  :  On  the  18th  of  April,  1857,  we  served  upon  your  prede- 
cessor. Comptroller  Whittlesey,  a  copy  of  a  complaint  and  injunction 
issued  in  the  above  suit,  which  papers  are  now  on  file  in  your  office. 

Without  in  any  way  waiving  the  claim  of  our  client  in  the  matter, 
as  heretofore  presented,  we  desire  to  withdraw  the  papers  referred  to. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

VARNUM  &  TURNEY, 

Attorney8/or  AspinwaU. 
Hon.  W.  Mbdill, 

Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 

Please  address  reply  to  J.  B.  Varnum,  jr.,  care  of  Silas  H.  Hill, 
Washington  city. 


36th  CoNQRfis,  )  SENATE.  ( Ex.  Doc. 

l9t  Session.      \  i    No.  53. 


REPORT 


or  THE 


SECRETARY    OF   THE    TREASURY, 


COMMUNICATING 


The  resvUs  of  the  investigation  made  pursuant  to  the  joint  resolution  of 
the  26/A  of  Februa'i'y^  1857,  "<o  prevent  the  counterfeiting  of  the  coins 
of  the  United  States/' 


June  14,  1860. — Read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Treasury  Department,  June  13^  1860. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  the  joint  resolution  of  the  26th  of  February,  1857, 
'*  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  the  coins  of  the  United  States,"  I  have 
the  honor  to  report  that  Professors  Henry  Vethake  and  R.  E.  Rogers 
were  appointed  on  the  18th  July,  1857,  commissioners  to  inquire 
'^into  the  processes  and  means  proposed  by  J.  T.  Barclay  for  pre- 
venting the  abrasion,  counterfeiting,  and  deteriorating  the  coins 
of  the  United  States.*'  These  two  gentlemen  were  selected  for 
that  duty  from  their  high  character  as  scientific  men,  and  from  their 
reputed  familiarity  with  the  general  subjects  involved  in  the  investi- 
gation. They  accepted  the  appointment,  and  appear  to  have  pursued 
the  inquiries  with  as  much  diligence  and  dispatch  as  they  were  enabled 
to  do  under  the  circumstances. 

On  the  23d  April  last,  their  report,  of  which  a  copy  is  herewith 
inclosed,  was  received  at  this  department.  I  immediately  addressed 
to  them  a  letter,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

Treasury  Department,  Jpril  23,  1860, 

Gentlemen:  Your  letter  of  the  17th  instant  is  received  with  your 
report  upon  the  processes  proposed  by  Dr.  J.  T.  Barclay  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  coinage,  expressing  in  general  terms  your  confidence  in 
them,  but  suggesting  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  exhibit  these  pro- 
oesses  in  a  practical  shape  unless  a  sufficient  appropriation  is  made  for 
the  necessary  machinery.  Allow  me  to  request  that  you  estimate  the 
cost  of  the  mfiwhinery  required  for  that  purpose. 

I  beg  leave  further  to  ask  from  you  an  estimate  of  the  probable  cost 
of  having  the  coinage  of  the  Mint  conducted  according  to  Dr.  Barclay's 
processes  instead  of  the  present  mode. 
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I  am  aware  that  a  specific  and  detailed  estimate  of  this  character  can 
hardly  he  expected,  hut  I  will  thank  you  to  furnish  such  an  approx- 
imation as  will  enahle  me  to  gather  some  opinion  of  the  cost,  inde- 
pendent of  any  remuneration  to  Dr.  Barclay. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOWELL  COBB, 
Secretary  of  the  Treaswry, 
Professors  Rogers  and  Vethakb, 

Philadelphta, 

In  response  to  this  request,  I  have  received  from  the  commissioners 
their  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo,  which  is  herewith  transmitted  with  the 
inclosures  therein  referred  to,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  probable 
cost  of  producing  a  specimen  coin  according  to  Dr.  Barclay's  processes 
is  estimated  at  $4,300,  and  that  a  similar  amount  will  be  required  for 
coins  of  each  denomination,  independent  of  the  ordinary  processes  (tf 
the  Mint,  as  well  as  any  remuneration  to  Dr.  Barclay. 

The  foregoing  results  of  the  investigation  ordered  by  the  joint  reso- 
lution are  respectfully  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  Congress. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOWELL  COBB, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
Hon.  John  C.  BaECKiNRiDaE, 

Vice  President  of  the  United  States  and 

President  of  the  Senate. 


Philadelphia,  May  31,  1860. 

Dear  Sir  :  We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  April 
23,  requesting  us  to  furnish  you  with  estimates  of  the  cost  of  exhioit- 
ing,  in  practical  shape,  the  processes  proposed  by  Dr.  James  T. 
Barclay,  for  protecting  the  coinage  and  of  adapting  the  present  mint- 
ing arrangements  to  Dr.  Barclay's  method;  and  would,  in  reply, 
transmit  tne  inclosed  communications  from  Mr.  James  F.  Hieskell; 
Dr.  Barclay's  representative,  and  from  Mr.  Daniel  Gilbert,  machinist, 
and  Mr.  E.  G.  Chormann^  engraver. 

Desiring  to  place  the  responsibility  where  it  should  rest,  we  made 
application,  on  the  receipt  of  your  communication^  to  Mr.  Hieskell  for 
the  information  called  for;  and,  after  receiving  from  him  the  estimates 
rendered  by  Messrs.  Gilbert  &  Chormann,  have,  by  personal  inter- 
views with  them,  learned  the  grounds  upon  which  they  base  their 
calculations,  of  forty-three  hundred  dollars ^  for  their  joint  work. 

Knowing  the  high  personal  character  of  these  individuals,  and  their 
standing  as  workmen  in  their  respective  branches,  we  feel  no  hesita- 
tion in  testifying  to  the  fairness  and  reasonableness  of  their  estimates, 
and  in  expressing  the  belief  that,  through  their  aid,  the  results  which 
they  promise  can  be  accomplished. 

Of  the  cost  of  substituting  for  the  present  system  the  minting  pro- 
cesses of  Dr .  BaieVay ,  n?^  ^wA.  \V  vco^q^^^cJ^^  \Rk  ^^xsL\s^&k  an  estimate,  but 
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will  endeavor,  by  conveying  to  the  department  the  information  we 
possess,  to  enable  it  to  arrive  at  some  general  opinion. 

The  devices  of  Dr.  Barclay  will  require  scarcely  any  alterations — 
certainly  no  radical  ones — in  the  coining  presses,  nor  in  the  mcwhinery 
for  rolling  the  bars,  nor  any  important  changes  in  that  for  cutting  the 
planchets.  A  machine  for  each  size  of  coin  will  need  to  be  added  to 
such  as  now  exist,  the  cost  of  which  can  onlv  be  arrived  at  after  the 
work  proposed  by  Mr.  Gilbert  in  his  estimate  has  been  executed. 

In  explanation  of  our  delay  in  communicating  this  reply,  we  would 
state  that,  being  compelled  to  appeal  to  others  for  the  estimates,  we 
have  deemed  it  proper  to  allow  them  their  own  time  to  deliberately 
make  their  calculation. 

We  are,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servants, 

R.  E.  ROGERS, 
HENRY  VETHAKE, 
1121  Girard  street 
Hon.  Howell  Cobb, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


Philadelphia,  May  22,  1860. 

Gentlemen  :  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  reply  to  your  communication 
of  the  25th  ultimo,  in  which  you  state  that  you  have  been  requested 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  furnish  him  with  an  estimate  of 
the  cost  of  machinery  requisite  for  producing  '*a  specimen  coin,"  em- 
bodying Dr.  James  T.  Barclay's  proposed  plans  for  protectina  the 
coinage  of  the  countrv  ;  also,  the  probable  cost  of  having  the  comage 
at  the  Mint  conducte<i  according  to  Dr.  Barclay's  method,  and  asking 
me  (as  the  representative  of  Dr.  Barclay)  to  put  you  in  possession  of 
the  desired  information. 

In  answer  to  the  first  query,  I  beg  leave  to  inclose  the  estimate  of 
Mr.  E.  G.  Chormann  (engraver  and  die-sinker)  for  the  artistic,  and 
that  of  Mr.  Daniel  Gilbert  (machinist)  for  the  mechanical  branches. 
I  have  great  confidence  in  the  skill  of  both  these  gentlemen,  as  well 
as  in  their  knowledge  of  the  subject. 

As  to  the  second  query,  no  specific  amount  could  be  named ;  but  I 
can  see  no  reason  why  the  coinage,  according  to  Dr.  Barclay's  method, 
should  be  more  costly  than  the  i)resent  one,  (or,  at  all  events,  than 
the  more  careful  and  exfiu^t  work  of  the  European  mints,)  after  the 
machinery  had  been  once  adapted  to  the  new  mode;  which  adaptation, 
I  imagine,  would  not  be  more  expensive  than  the  renewals  and  altera- 
tions the  present  machinery  is  subject  to.  And,  if  the  success  of  the 
former  should  inspire  the  department  with  confidence  to  undertake  the 
latter,  it  will  afford  me  sincere  gratification  to  communicate  my  views 
as  to  the  best  manner  of  introducing  the  same  in  the  most  suitHble 
mode. 

Awaiting  your  further  commands,  I  am,  with  high  respect,  yours 
most  truly, 

JAMES  F.  HIESKELL, 
Attorney  for  Dr.  James  T,  Barclay. 
Professors  Robert  E.  Rogers  and  Henry  Vethake, 

Commissioners^  <fcc. 
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Philadelphia,  May  19, 1860. 

Being  conversant  with  the  plans  proposed  by  Dr.  J.  T,  Bardaj  for 
the  improvement  of  the  coinage,  (having  been  engaged  in  the  recent 
experiments  connected  therewith,)  I  will  agree  to  engrave  all  the  dies 
(for  the  facial  and  peripheral  devices)  that  may  be  required  for  the 

{)roduction  of  a  specimen  coin,  for  the  sum  of  twenty-five  hundred  dol- 
ars  (|2,500.)  I  will  guaranty  the  sanje  to  be  in  accordance  with 
recent  experiment,  embracing  Dr.  J.  T.  Barclay's  method  of  improving 
the  coinage  of  the  United  States. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  G.  CHORM-ANN. 
Mr.  James  F.  Hibskell. 


Philadelphia,  May  19,  1860. 

Dear  Sir  :  Having  had  several  interviews  with  Dr.  James  Barclay^ 
and  by  him  been  made  acquainted  with  ce];tain  plans  for  improving 
the  coinage  of  the  United  States,  and  having  been  for  about  fifteen 
years  in  the  employ  of  the  United  States  Mint  as  a  practical  machinist, 
and  having  knowledge  of  the  machinery  and  coining  operations  of  the 
Mint,  and  at  the  request  of  Mr.  James  F.  Hieskell,  said  Dr.  James 
Barclay's  agent,  I  herewith  engage  to  construct  the  machinery,  and  to 
produce  the  mechanical  results  as  proposed  by  said  Dr.  Jas.  Barclay, 
or  his  agent,  Mr.  James  F.  Hieskell. 

My  estimate  for  machinery  and  services  is  for  the  sum  of  eighteen 
hundred  dollars ;  payments  to  be  made  at  such  times  and  ways  as  may 
be  agreed  upon  at  the  time  of  the  contracting. 
Very  respectfullv  submitted,  by 

DAVID  GILBERT. 


Beport  of  the  Commimonera. 

Philadelphia,  April  17,  1860. 

Sir  :  The  undersigned,  appointed  as  commissioners  to  examine  into 
the  methods  proposed  by  Dr.  James  T.  Barclay,  for  preventing  the 
abrasion,  counterfeiting,  and  deterioration  of  the  coins  of  the  United 
States,  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report: 

We  received  the  notification  of  our  appointment  to  conduct  the  in- 
vestigations in  the  summer  of  1857,  and  so  soon  thereafter  as  our 
own  professional  engagements  permitted,  and  the  arrangements  of  Dr. 
Barclay  were  made  tor  the  purpose,  we  entered  upon  the  duties,  and 
have  continued  to  devote  our  attention  to  the  subject  down  to  the 
present  time. 

Frequent  and  occasionally  prolonged  interruptions  have  occurred  in 
the  course  of  the  mve»t\%at\oiv,  but  these  have  been  unavoidable,  and 
have  arisen,  in  a  gte^A  ^^%t^^,  ^totsv  V^aa  \3kSi^vgKv\?3  ^<sx<ied  upon  Dr. 
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Barclay  to  often  spend  much  time  in  the  effort  to  devise  cheap  expe- 
dients to  accomplish  ends  for  which  the  appropriation  of  Congress 
would  have  been  altogether  inadequate,  had  regular  minting  ma- 
chinery been  constructed. 

An  apartment  in  the  Mint,  at  Philadelphia,  was  placed  at  our  ser- 
vice by  the  director,  as  a  workshop  for  Dr.  Barclay,  in  the  execution  of 
some  of  the  mechanical  details  of  the  experiments,  and  as  a  convenient 
office  for  our  frequent  interviews,  and  was  so  made  use  of  until  May, 
1858.  The  small  amount  of  bullion,  in  the  shape  of  gold  and  silver 
planchets,  which  was  required  from  time  to  time  in  the  experiments, 
was  supplied  likewise  by  the  director  of  the  Mint.  The  chemical  ex- 
periments have,  in  the  m^in,  been  conducted  in  the  laboratory  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania. 

From  the  nature  of  the  suggestions  and  devices  submitted  by  Dr. 
Barclay  for  our  examination  and  criticism,  our  inquiries  have  necessarily 
taken  a  somewhat  wide  range,  and  been  various  in  their  character. 

They  had  been  conducted  partly  by  direct  research  through  mechan- 
ical and  chemical  experiment,  partly  by  tentative  process,  or  succes- 
sive steps  of  trial,  and  partly  by  an  appeal  to  the  experience  and 
knowledge  of  practical  artists  and  workmen;  and  liave  frequently 
involved  the  investigation  of  collateral  matters,  as  preliminary  to  the 
solution  of  the  main  question.  It  is  proper,  however,  in  this  connec- 
tion, to  state  that,  although  we  have  pushed  our  examination  of  the 
subject  as  far  as  the  resources  at  our  command  have  permitted^  and 
believe  a  point  has  been  reached  from  which  we  are  prepared  to  com- 
municate to  the  department  a  definite  expression  oi  our  convictions, 
we  yet  feel  that^  owing  to  a  want  of  sufficient  funds  at  our  disposal,  to 
defray  the  cost  of  the  construction  of  mfiu^hinery,  and  to  comjpensate 
those  who  alone  were  competent  to  carry  out  in  prdctical  detail  most 
of  the  proposed  devices  of  Dr.  Barclay,  a  promising  beginning  only  has 
been  made  towards  the  development  of  a  system  which,  when  attained, 
cannot  fail  to  confer  the  most  important  benefits  upon  society. 

As  indicating  the  character  of  the  inquiries  which  have  engaged  our 
attention,  and  in  explanation  of  the  form  we  have  thought  it  desirable 
to  give  to  this  communication,  we  herewith  transcribe  the  memorial 
of  Dr.  Barclay,  presented  in  1857,  and  which  gave  rise  to  the  action 
of  Congress  on  the  subject,  and  the  joint  resolution  of  Congress  autho- 
rizing the  investigation  with  which  we  have  been  intrusted.  The 
former  sets  forth,  in  general  terms,  the  propositions  which  Dr.  Barclay 
assumes  to  establish,  and  the  latter  exhibits  the  sum  of  the  instructions 
we  have  received  for  our  guidance. 

Left  to  decide  in  our  own  judgment  upon  the  course  best  calculated 
to  meet  the  views  of  Congress,  as  expressed  in  that  resolution,  and 
which  would  at  the  same  time  seem  most  fair  to  both  the  government 
and  Dr.  Barclay,  we  have  deemed  it  proper  to  limit  our  report  to  a 
detail  of  such  of  the  evils  pointed  out  by  him,  to  which  the  coins  of 
the  country  are  liable,  as  in  our  view  came  within  the  scope  of  the 
investigations,  with  ^an  expression  of  opinion  derived  from  careful 
experiment  and  other  modes  of  inquiry,  upon  the  feasibility  and  merits 
of  the  several  methods  and  devices  by  which  he  proposes  to  correct 
them.     As  yet,  the  *' processes  and  means  for  preventing  the  abrasion^ 
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counterfeiting,  and  deterioration  of  the  coins  of  the  United  States," 
into  which  we  have  been  appointed  to  inquire,  are  the  property  of  Dr. 
Barclay,  (or  have  been  so  claimed  by  him,)  and  have,  we  conceive, 
been  intrusted  to  our  confidence  solely  for  the  purpose  that  their  prac- 
ticability should  be  tested,  and  so  reported  upon.  To  reveal  them  to 
the  public  in  this  stage  of  the  investigation,  and  in  the  present  rela- 
tive position  of  Dr.  Barclay  and  the  government,  would  be  to  open 
the  way  to  much  possible  interference  with  his  rights,  by  those  who,  in 
this  country  or  abroad,  might  feel  tempted  to  take  advantage  of  his  sug- 
gestions. We,  therefore,  do  not  contemplate  entering  into  any  account 
or  explanation  of  the  modes  by  which  he  designs  to  carry  into  effect 
the  details  of  his  system,  since,  while  suc^  a  course  does  not  seem 
called  for  by  our  interpretation  of  the  '*  resolution,"  it  would  involve 
a  compromise  of  his  private  interests. 

In  the  communications,  written  and  otherwise,  which  we  have 
received  from  Dr.  Barclay,  he  has  submitted  the  following  three 
propositions : 

First.  That  the  coins  of  the  United  States  sustain  a  very  seriooi 
loss  from  the  ordinary  wear  and- tear  of  circulation,  and  that  much  of 
this  amount  can  be  as  easily  saved  as  lost. 

Second.  That  our  coins  are  extensively,  profitably,  and  speciously 
counterfeited  and  impaired  in  value,  and  government  thereby  subjected 
to  great  expense,  and  society  to  serious  inconvenience  and  loss,  on 
account  of  this  great  and  growing  evil. 

Third.  That  every  method  of  counterfeiting,  at  all  specious  and 
dangerous,  can  be  entirely  prevented,  and  that  all  the  other  attempts 
upon  the  integrity  of  coin,  that  have  hitherto  been  devised,  can  either 
be  altogether  frustrated^  or  so  materially  obviated  as  to  be  rendered 
virtually  impossible. 

These  propositions  may  be  treated  of  in  the  order  in  which  they 
have  been  presented. 

Natural  abrasions  of  coin  by  circulation — its  diminution. 

That  all  coin  in  circulation  suffers  loss  by  natural  abrasion,  is  afiict 
universally  admitted.  The  amount,  however,  of  the  loss,  or,  in  other 
words,  the  annual  average  abrasion,  which  it  sustains,  is  not  generally 
appreciated  nor  easily  determined.  Every  individual  occasionally 
meets  with  coin  which,  to  the  senses,  gives  evidence  of  a  serious 
diminution  of  value,  the  result  of  wear,  while  the  mints,  banks,  and 
those  who  deal  in  bullion  have  constant  occasion  to  discover  the  same 
fact  by  an  appeal  to  the  scale  beam.  Yet,  how  long  such  coin  has 
been  inactive  circulation,  and  to  what  peculiar  influences  of  abrasion 
It  may  have  been  subjected,  are  circumstances  which  cannot  with  ccr- 
tamty  be  ascertained.  To  solve  such  a  question,  therefore,  even  ap- 
nroximately,  it  becomes  necessary  to  extend  the  observations  over 
lar^e  collections  of  coins,  and  to  make  them  upon  those  derived  from 
various  branches  of  trade  and  commerce.  It  haa  not,  of  course,  been 
possible  for  us  to  institute  any  experiments  of  the  kind,  even  if  it  had 
been  called  for  m  the  investigation  of  the  suggestions  of  a  remedy  by 
Dr,   Barclay.     We  may,  therefore,  refer  to  the  conclusions  which 
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others  have  arrived  at,  based  upon  the  experiments  heretofore  con- 
ducted  upon  the  subject. 

By  experiments  made  in  the  British  mint,  and  at  the  Mint  of  the 
United  States,  it  has  been  ascertained: 

That  coins  lose  more  the  first  year  after  they  are  put  in  circulation 
than  subsequently. 

That  coins  of  small  denominations  lose  more  in  proportion  than 
those  of  large  value,  from  the  fact  that  smaller  coins  expose  a  greater 
relative  surraoe  than  those  which  are  larger. 

That  the  loss  in  gold  and  silver  is  nearly  the  same. 

The  loss  is  estimated  by  Mr.  Jacobs,  for  English  coin,  at  one  part 
in  four  hundred  and  ttoenty  in  the  year,  and  by  Prof.  Tucker,  for  the 
coin  of  the  United  States,  at  one  part  in  ttvo  hundred,  for  the  same 
period. 

Assuming  for  the  calculation  the  intermediate  figure  of  one  part  in 
three  hundred,  it  may  be  safely  concluded  that  in  the  United  States 
the  annual  loss  by  abrasion  of  gold  and  silver  coins  amounts,  at  the 
date  of  Dr.  Barclay's  memorial,  to  scarcely  less  than  three-fourths  of 
a  million  of  dollars ;  the  bullion  currency  being  estimated  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  annual  report  to  Congress  for  1855, 
at  $250,000,000.  At  the  same  rate,  the  aggregate  loss  with  the 
present  increased  circulation  would  no  doubt  largely  exceed  a  million. 

The  suggestions  of  Dr.  Barclay  for  reducing  a  portion  of  this 
enormous  annual  loss  are  founded  upon  the  correctness  of  the  facts 
above  cited. 

The  method  by  which  he  proposes  to  save  to  the  government  that 
portion  of  the  loss  which  all  new  coin  suffers  very  quickly  after  bein^ 
thrown  into  circulation  is  prompt  and  efficient,  and  commends  itseli 
for  adoption. 

To  diminish  that  larger  loss  which  the  coins  suffer,  in  their  con- 
tinual round  of  circulation.  Dr.  Barclay  urges,  and  with  force  of  good 
reasoning,  that  since  the  amount  of  abrasion  of  coin  is  in  a  direct  ratio 
to  its  extent  of  surface  and  degree  of  embossment,  and  inversely  as 
these  are  diminished,  the  coins  of  each  of  the  dimensions,  and  especially 
the  larger  ones,  should  be  reduced  in  diameter  and  made  thicker,  and 
the  character  of  the  engraving  upon  each  face  materially  modified. 

That  this  obviously  important  principle  of  contracting  the  surface 
in  order  to  diminish  the  abrasion,  should  not  have  been  carried  further 
than  has  been  done  in  our  coinage,  is  ascribable  doubtless  to  the  fear 
of  the  drill  and  saw,  a  fraud  to  which  the  increased  thickness  would 
invite. 

Were  the  proposed  changes  open  to  the  objection,  that  a  coin  so 
constructed  could  thus  be  tampered  with,  we  could  not  hesitate  to  con- 
demn it  as  not  only  an  undesirable,  but  a  dangerous  innovation. 

But  these  changes  have  been  submitted  to  us  as  a  part  of  a  plan, 
and  cannot  fairly  be  judged  of  but  in  connection  with  the  other 
devices,  with  which  Dr.  Barclay  proposes  to  associate  them,  providing 
against  the  danger  of  the  drill  and  saw. 

Viewed  in  this  light,  we  would  respectfully  recommend  the  sugges- 
tions as  well  worthy  the  attention  of  the  government. 

In  investigating  next  the  suggestions  of  Dr.  Barclay,  having  refet* 
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ence  to  the  counterfeiting  and  debasement  of  the  coins  of  the  country, 
and  in  order  to  feel  prepared  to  form  a  more  correct  judgment  of  the 
feasibility  of  the  devices  by  which  he  proposes  to  prevent  them,  it 
became  an  important  duty  to  inform  ourselves,  as  far  as  practicable,  rf 
the  nature  of  the  frauds  attempted  upon  the  coinage,  and  the  method 
by  which  they  are  effected. 

Our  inquiries  .have  brought  us  to  the  conclusion  that  the  counter- 
feits and  other  attempts  upon  the  integrity  of  our  coins  are  verf 
numerous,  when  counted  in  all  their  slight  modifications  of  detail, 
but  that  they  may  all  be  eihbraced,  so  far  as  their  principal  feature* 
are  concerned,  under  the  following  fourteen  varieties: 

I.    IMITATION   BY  CASTINO. 

Casting  a  metal  of  inferior  value,  but  resembling  the  coin  imitated 
as  much  as  possible  in  color,  specific  gravity,  ring,  &c.,  is  the  simplest 
kind  of  counterfeiting  practised,  but  is  limited  exclusively  to  the  imi- 
tation of  silver  coin.  It  is  very  easily  executed  upon  our  present  coin, 
is  much  practised,  and,  though  not  very  specious,  is  dangerous. 

II.   THE  GILDINO  FRAUD. 

The  gilding  fraud  is  usually  effected  by  stamping  a  soft  metal  of 
inferior  value,  and  then  coating  it  with  silver  or  gold  by  nieans  of  the 
electro-bath,  or  covering  it  with  silver  or  gold-leaf,  as  in  ordinary 
gilding. 

The  die  with  which  the  impression  is  struck  is  generally  a  mere  cwt 
from  the  genuine  coin,  made  in  a  hard  but  fusible  metal.  The  color 
of  the  compound  is  immaterial,  being  concealed  by  the  Bubsequ^t 

Silding  operation.  Even  the  sound,  and,  in  the  case  of  silver  coins,  the 
ensitj  also,  are  obtainable.  This  fraud,  it  must  therefore  be  clearly 
seen,  is  a  most  specious  and  dangerous  one.  Our  inquiries  lead  us  to 
believe  that  it  is  carried  on,  at  the  present  time,  to  a  formidable 
extent. 

III.    COINING   ALLOYS,    RESEMBLING  GOLD   AND  SILVER,    BUT   CONTAINING 

NEITHER. 

This  fraud  consists  in  coining  a  metal  of  inferior  value,  but  resem- 
bling the  genuine  coin  as  nearly  as  possible  in  color,  density,  and 
ring,^  either  with  or  without  a  coating  of  precious  metal.  Such  com- 
positions being  generally  very  hard,  require  for  the  impression  a  steel 
die.  Nevertheless,  the  higher  grade  of  skill  demanded  in  the  execu- 
tion of  such  dies,  does  not  exclude  the  production,  to  a  very  con- 
siderable extent,  of  this  variety  of  counterfeit. 

rv.    COUNTERFEITS  WFTH  ALLOY  ABOVE  THE  STANDARD  AMOUNT. 

This  fraud  consists  in  coining  a  compound  containing  a  liberal  pro- 
^rtion  ot  precious  metal,  but  still  much  poorer  than  the  genuine 
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It  is  attended  with  so  little  profit,  compared  with  other  modes  of 
counterfeitiDe  on  account  of  the  skill  and  machinery  required,  that  it 
is  not  extensively  practiced. 

V.    THE   ENCASING   PROCESS. 

This  mode  of  counterfeiting  consists  in  enveloping*  a  cheap  metal 
within  thin  soldered  disks  of  precious  metal,  and  then  striking  the 
planchet  in  a  coining  press. 

With  a  die  and  press  at  command,  the  fraud  is  easily  practiced.  It 
has  been  pronounced,  by  the  "  Director  of  the  Mint,"  according  to  the 
statement  of  Dr.  Barclay,  as  the  most  dangerous  which  has  attracted 
his  notice. 

VI.    ALTERING   AND    GILDING   CERTAIN   SILVER   COINS   IN   IMITATION   OP  GOLD 

COINS. 

This  fraud  is  performed  by  electro-coating,  or  otherwise  gilding, 
certain  silver  coins,  after  scrag^ng  off  particular  portions,  in  order 
to  make  them  conform  more  closely  to  certain  gold  coins  which  they 
resemble  in  other  respects. 

Some  of  our  old  hxdf  dollars  are  susceptible  of  being  thus  transformed 
into  ecLgles, 

Vn.   THE  FACING   FRAUD. 

This  species  of  deception  is  accomplished  by  removing  one  of  the 
fiftces  of  a  silver  coin,  and  soldering  the  thin  &ce  of  a  gold  coin  of 
similar  dimensions  upon  the  silver  coin,  suitably  gilded.  Thus  the 
half  dollar  of  1801,  harmonizes  sufficiently  well  with  the  eagle  of  our 
earlier  coinage  to  deceive  the  unpractised. 

This  fraud,  however,  is  one  which  cannot  be  extensively  perpetrated, 
at  the  present  time,  since  our  gold  and  silver  coins  differ  from  each 
other,  in  their  dimensions  and  designs  more  widely  than  formerly. 

VUI.    THE  SAWING   AT^D   INSERTING  FRAUD. 

This  fraud  is  practiced  by  sawing  apart  the  two  faces  of  a  gold  coin, 
and  inserting  between  them  a  planchet  of  base  metal  by  solder,  in 
place  of  the  precious  metal  thus  removed,  the  circumference  being 
gilded  to  conceal  the  interposed  metal. 

How  far  counterfeits  of  this  description  have  been  circulated,  we 
have  been  unable  to  ascertain. 

IX.    THE  DRILLING   AND   PLUGGING  FRAUD. 

This  method  of  impairing  coin  is  performed  by  drilling  the  coin 
edgewise,  and  plugging  the  perforation  with  base  metal,  the  outer 
extremity  being  closed  with  precious  metal. 

Upon  the  larger  denominations  of  coin,  and  especially  of  gold,  there 
is  much  temptation  to  this  fraud,  since  it  is  easily  accomplished,  and 
may  be  made  highly  remunerative. 
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X.   THE  EVICERATING  FRAUD. 

This  very  lucrative  mode  of  impairing  coin,  without  appred 
diminishing  its  weight,  or  affecting  either  the  impressions  on  its 
its  dimensions,  or  its  appearance,  is  performed  hy  removing  one  o 
faces  of  the  coin  by  means  of  the  latne  as  far  as  the  headed  circl 
even  to  the  edge,  and  turning  out  so  much  of  the  contents  as  will  1 
a  mere  shell.  The  corresponding  thin  face  of  another  similar  < 
exactly  fitting  the  conical  aperture  left  by  the  removal  of  the  oth 
then  soldered  on,  the  cavity  having  been  previously  filled  with  a 
ble  alloy  of  platinum  so  exfiwtly  to  preserve  the  correct  weight. 

A  counterfeit  of  this  description  has  been  recently  circulated, 
can  be  detected  by  those  only  who  are  expert  in  examining  coins. 

XI.   THE  PERIPHERAL  FRAUD. 

This  fraud  consists  in  removing  from  the  circumference  of  coin  i 
or  less  of  the  metal  by  means  of  the  turning  lathe  and  chisel,  oi 
file.  Several  dimes'  worth  of  prec^us  metal  may  be  tlius  rem 
from  the  larger  gold  coins,  and  yet  the  reading  be  so  perfectly  resi 
by  the  simplest  mechanical  device  that  the  loss  cannot  be  disoovc 
except  by  means  of  measurement  or  weighing. 

It  is  a  process  easily  executed,  and  one  which  we  have  reaso 
believe  is  practised  to  a  very  considerable  extent. 

Xn.   THE  GALVANO-PLASnC  FRAUD. 

By  means  of  the  electrotype  process,  one  of  the  feces,  and  the 
riphery  of  the  coin,  are  deposited  quite  thin  in  precious  metal, 
other  face  is  made  in  like  manner,  and  of  the  exact  size,  and  the 
low  portion  being  filled  with  a  platinum  alloy  of  proper  weight, 
two  are  adjusted  and  soldered  together. 

The  accuracy  and  economy  of  this  mode  of  copying  the  design 
coins,  renders  it  a  fraud  not  difficult  to  accomplish,  and  offers  to 
honesty  the  incentive  of  large  profits. 

Xni.   THE  SWEATING  FRAUD. 

This  method  of  reducing  the  value  of  coin  consists  in  abstractin 
portion  of  precious  metals  by  means  of  mercury. 

If  the  nrocess   be  f*ftrefiillv  nondunted    And    tint   CArriAd    tnn  fkr. 
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» 

This  danger  arises  from  the  cheapness,  ihcility,  and  impunity  from 
discovery  with  which  a  profitable  amount  of  gold  or  silver  can  be  re- 
I  moved  from  the  coins.     Experiments  have  shown  that  it  can  be  prac- 
tised to  an  extent  to  reduce  a  coin  almost  one  tenth  of  its  value,  without 
;  greatly  endangering  a  detection  of  the  fraud  by  the  incautious  or  un- 
.  observing. 

,  In  the  course  of  the  inquiry  which  has  enabled  us  to  exhibit  the 
:.  foregoing  classification,  the  truth  has  become  painfully  apparent,  that 
..  notwithstanding  the  ^ards  of  artistic  skill  and  mechanical  ingenuity 
,r  in  aid  of  legal  authority,  by  which  it  has  been  hoped  to  protect  our 
\,  coinage,  the  system  is  yet  not  only  open  to  the  frauds  enumerated,  but 
;  is  aduaUy  so  tampered  with  to  an  alaiming  extent. 

We  have  been  informed,  upon  good  authority,  that  not  less  than 

"  one  per  cent,  of  the  silver  and  as  much  as  two  per  cent,  of  the  gold  coin 

in  circulation  is  either  spurious  or  has  been  impaired  in  value,  and 

yet  by  processes  so  speciously  performed  as  daily  to  deceive  banks  and 

brokers. 

That  some  of  the  above  detailed  modes  of  counterfeiting,  falsifying, 
or  depleting  our  coins  should  be  practised  to  the  extent  which  is  done 
ceases  to  be  a  matter  of  surprise  when  we  reflect  that  during  the  past 
'tihirty  years,  amid  the  improvements  which  have  arisen  in  machinery, 
end  the  developments  made  in  the  chemical  arts,  giving  facility  and 
resources  to  the  dishonest  for  the  accomplishment  of  their  frauds,  the 
wnain  features  of  legitimate  coin-making  have  undergone  but  little 
c^han^e.  On  the  contrary,  when  it  becomes  understood  how  small  is 
C:he  risk  of  detection  in  the  case  of  several  of  the  frauds,  and  what  little 
expenditure  of  skill  and  capital  is  requisite  for  conducting  this  most 
S^acrative  species  of  imposture,  we  may  regard  it  as  a  subject  of  con- 

atulation,  if  not  of  wonder,  that  the  contamination  of  our  currency 
8  not  greater  than  is  found  to  exist. 

To  realize  the  force  and  justness  of  these  remarks,  it  is  only  requisite 
Wot  one  to  familiarize  himself  with  these  processes  described  in  the 
preceding  pages,  under  the  titles  of  ^ imitation  of  casting,"  ^'the 
gilding  fraud/' and  the  '*  chemical  reduction."  To  conduct  them 
profitably,  and  to  an  extent  to  flood  the  currency  with  adroitly  forged 
izsoins,  in  imitation  of  almost  every  denomination,  from  the  silver  dime 
Limp  to  the  twenty  dollar  gold  piece,  or  with  the  genuine  coin,  impaired 
L  :mi  value  by  a  reduction  in  weight,  the  entire  stock  in  trade  consists  of 
9^  few  simply-constructed  molds,  a  quantity  of  inexpensive  fusible  alloy, 
3^  few  books  of  gold  leaf,  or  a  solution  of  electrotyping  liquid,  with  a 
^"■nall  galvanic  battery,  and  a  few  pounds  of  nitric  and  hydrochloric 
BB^ds. 

Such  being  the  state  of  things,  the  question  may  be  reasonably 
^*ked,  why  has  not  some  plan  been  heretofoi^e  devised  to  meet  so  im- 
F^^i'ative  a  want — to  arrest  this  grave  and  growing  evil  ? 
^^  The  answer,  we  believe,  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  problem 
^^^ing  a  difficult  and  complex  one,  and  ofifering  to  individual  enterprise 
^^t  little  promise  of  reward,  since  governments  alone  exercise  the  right 
'^^  issue  coin,  seems,  until  the  researches  of  Dr.  Barclay,  not  to  have 
^^n  investigated  in  that  broad  and  comprehensive  manner  which  could 
^*^Jie  lead  to  satisfactory  results. 
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By  ascertaining  first,  through  a  careful  survey  of  the  subject,  th 
nature  of  the  various  fraudulent  practices  to  which  our  coins  are  ei 
posed,  and  thereby  obtaining  in  a  single  picture,  as  it  were,  a  view  ( 
the  various  processes  in  their  resemblances  and  dissimilitudes,  Di 
Barclay  laid  for  himself  a  groundwork  upon  which  to  construct  a  systa 
for  their  prevention. 

By  pursuing  this  course,  it  was  possible,  for  example,  to  study  i 
juxtaposition  and  contrast  the  fraud  of  casting ^  with  that  of  dwfv^ 
a  base  alloy,  or  the  counterfeit  oi  gilding  with  that  of  encoMng,  or  eve 
the  fraud  of  plugging  and  drilling y  with  the  still  more  unlike  proce 
of  chemical  reductioUy  and  thus  to  be  enabled  to  submit  the  preventii 
devices,  each  to  the  test  of  reason  and  experiment,  to  determine  the 
adaptation  to  all  the  diversified  exigencies  they  were  required  1 
encounter. 

The  result  of  a  study  thus  directed  has  been  the  invention  of  a  pla 
of  coinage,  which,  we  believe,  if  fully  carried  out  by  the  govemmeni 
with  the  resources  which  it  could  well  afford  to  devote  to  so  importan 
an  object,  can  scarcely  fail  either  altogether  to  relieve  our  currenr 
from  the  frauds  of  counterfeiters  or  so  far  render  their  attempts  apoi 
its  integrity  unremunerative  as  to  disarm  them  of  their  danger. 

We  have  carefully  examined,  with  all  the  means  of  investigation  i^ 
our  command,  each  of  the  several  devices  which  Dr.  Barclay  propoM 
to  include  in  the  manufacture  of  coins,  and  would  express  the  opinidi 
that  his  suggestions  are  founded  in  good  sense  and  upon  correct  prifi-  { 
ciples,  and  that  they  are  eminently  practical  in  their  nature. 

They  involve  no  violent  innovations,  nor  any  change  of  a  kind  w 
could  offend  good  taste. 

On  the  contrary,  a  coin  so  made,  while  less  liable  to  loss  by  abrssion. 
even  assuming  that  its  dimensions  remain  unaltered,  and  proof  agaio^ 
the  designs  of  the  dishonest  would  be  no  less  convenient  for  ose,  nor 
attractive  in  appearance,  than  those  now  in  circulation.  In  this  con- 
nection, it  is  due  to  Dr.  Barclay  to  bear  testimony  not  only  to  the 
philosophic  zeal  which  has  characterized  his  devotion  to  the  uoder- 
taking  and  the  ingenuity  with  which  he  has  combatted  the  difficaltiei 
in  his  paths,  but  also  to  the  rational  aim  which  has  prevailed  throQgIt' 
out  his  efforts  to  harmonize  his  improvement,  as  far  as  practicable 
with  the  present  state  of  things,  so  that  prejudice  based  on  long  b&bit 
might  be  more  readily  led  to  acquiesce  in  his  suggestions. 

It  has  not  been  in  our  power,  because  of  insi^cient  funds  for  tb< 
purpose,  to  have  prepared  in  complete  detail  and  finish  a  specif)ien(^^ 
to  submit  to  the  aepartment.  To  make  a  single  such  piece^  blendin; 
that  perfection  of  artistic  design  and  mechanical  execution  whii 
would  commend  it  for  acceptance  with  the  protective  features  Dr.  B•^ 
clay  desires  to  incorporate,  would  require  the  construction  of  machinery 
on  a  scale  and  at  a  cost  adequate  for  regular  mining  business,  and,  o( 
course,  not  to  be  attempted  in  a  prelimmary  experimental  inquiry. 

Therefore,  as  already  intimated  by  a  remark  made  early  in  tU 
communication,  less  expensive  expedients  have  been  resorted  to  V 
which  to  test  the  feasibility  of  the  methods  through  which  Dr.  Btf^ 
clay  seeks  to  accomplish  the  ends  of  his  undertaking. 

The  conclusion  to  which  this  investigation  has  brought  us  is,  thati^ 
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Ito^ether  within  the  reach  of  the  present  advanced  skill  in  work- 
Lship  and  perfection  in  mechanism  to  combine  in  our  coinage  all 
improvements  which  Dr.  Barclay  would  employ  for  the  protection 
he  currency.  In  expressing  this  opinion,  we  have  the  sustaining 
imony  of  some  of  the  most  experienced  artizans,  who  express 
mselves  as  ready  both  to  undertake  the  execution  of  the  plan,  and 
;uaranty  its  accomplishment. 

n  view  of  the  results  of  our  investigations,  and  of  the  magnitude 
;he  interests  involved,  we  feel  it  to  be  our  duty  in  concluding  the 
sent  report,  to  recommend  in  the  strongest  terms  the  adoption  by 
ernment  of  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  embody  in  the 
ctical  form  of  a  completed  coin  the  several  protective  devices  which 
e  been  suggested. 

'he  appropriation  which  would  be  demanded  for  this,  considerable 
t  might  be  deemed,  would,  we  feel  assured,  be  utterly  insignificant 
imount  compared  with  the  vast  pecuniary  and  moral  benefits  which 
proposed  reforms  would  confer  upon  the  country. 
Ve  feel  confident,  from  our  examination  of  the  subject,  in  all  its 
rings,  that  the  mechanical,  artistic,  and  scientific  capacity  of  the 
[itry,  applicable  to  this  object,  if  wielded  by  the  resources  of  the 
ernment,  and  directed  as  suggested  by  Dr.  Barclay,  would  furnish 
rotection  completely  setting  at  defiance  the  dishonest  ingenuity 
eh  the  limited  capital  of  individuals  could  conmiand. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  ROGERS. 

HENRY  VETHAKE. 
Ion.  Howell  Cobb, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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1st  Session.     S  t    No.  54. 


REPORT 


or  THE 


SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR, 


COMIfUinCATINO, 


Fhpart^  the  information  caUed/or  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  relative 
to  contra^cts  for  the  construction  of  the  Paient  Office  building. 


Juke  12, 18G0. — Read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Juke  20,  IBGO.^Motion  to  print  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

JuwE  23, 1860.^Report  in  favor  of  printing  submitted,  considered,  and  agreed  to 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

June  6,  1860. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  resolution 
^-^iopted  by  the  Senate  on  the  28th  ultimo,  calling  for  copies  ''of  all 
^^ontracts  and  supplemental  contracts  for  the  construction  of  the  east 
^nd  west  wings  and  the  north  front  of  the  Patent  Office  building,  and 
^r  any  alteration  and  repairs  to  the  south  front,  and  for  the  flagging, 
^^oping,  and  curbing  around  the  grounds  of  said  building,  and  for  the 
S^ranite  walling  and  grading  in  said  grounds,  and  for  the  iron  railing 
^•Tound  the  same,  specifying  the  amount  per  pound  paid  therefor, 
t^Dgether  with  copies  of  the  measurer's  bills  for  all  work  measured." 

And  directing  me  also  ''to  inform  the  Senate  of  the  amount  paid  to 
^Qch  contractor,  and  whether  any  portion  of  the  above  work  was  given 
>tit  without  being  advertised,  and  bids  received  therefor  ;  and  if  so, 
»^hat  portions  were  so  given  out,  by  whom  and  to  whom  given,  and 
^^hat  amount  was  paid  for  each  part  thereof." 

To  reply  fully  to  this  resolution,  involves  so  much  labor  as  to  render 
i^t;  doubtful  whether  it  can  be  accomplished  before  the  adjournment  of 
tie  present  session  of  Congress. 

^  Under  these  circumstances,  therefore,  I  deem  it  proper  at  the  present 
f^ime  to  reply  to  such  of  the  inquiries  made  as  can  now  be  answered, 
|^<i  order  that  the  Senate  may  be  in  possession  of  that  portion  of  the 
1^ rdbr ma tion  sought  at  the  earliest  moment  practicable,  and  to  leave  the 
^^mainder  for  a  subsequent  communication,  the  preparation  of  which 
^^ill  be  delayed  no  longer  than  may  be  required  to  obtain  the  tran- 
scripts of  accounts  from  the  Treasury  Department,  which  are  indispen- 
sable for  that  purpose,  and  which  I  have  requested  to  be  prepared. 

A  resolution  adopted  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  16th  of 
-A.pril,  1838,  (House  Journal,  second  session.  Twenty-fifth  Congress, 
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S.  762,)  requires  all  contracts  made  by  the  Commissioner  of  Pablic 
uildings  to  be  reported  annually  to  that  body,  and  all  the  contracts 
on  file  WT  the  erection  of  the  Patent  Office  buildings  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  entered  into  between  Commissioner  Easby  and  Francu 
Mohun,  on  the  13th  January,  1862,  a  copy  of  which  will  be  found 
herewith,  have  been  regularly  reported  from  year  to  year,  in  conform- 
ity with  the  requirements  of  that  resolution.  Why  this  one  was  not 
likewise  reported,  I  am  unable  to  ascertain ;  it  may  have  been  owing 
to  oversight  merely,  or  to  the  circumstance  that  it  was  supplementary 
to  a  contract  previously  made,  and  therefore  regarded  as  not  coming 
strictly  within  the  terms  of  the  resolution  above  referred  to. 

Of  all  the  contracts  which  have  been  reported  as  above,  printed 
copies  will  be  found  in  the  published  documents  of  the  House  of  Bep- 
resentatives,  as  follows: 

Contract  between  Ignatius  Mudd,  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings^ 
and  Pro  vest.  Winter  &  Symington,  16th  June,  1849,  for  marble 
work  and  materials  for  east  wing  of  the  building.  (See  House  Execu- 
tive Document  28,  first  session  Thirty-first  Congress,  page  1.) 

Contract  between  same  and  Francis  Mohun,  16th  June,  1849,  for 
carpenters'  work  and  materials  for  east  wing  of  the  building.  (House 
Executive  Document  28,  first  session  Thirty-first  Congress,  page  5.) 

Contract  between  same  and  P.  &  T.  Berry,  16th  June,  1849,  for 
granite  work  and  materials  for  east  and  west  win^s  of  the  building. 
(House  Executive  Document  28,  first  session  Thirty-first  Congress, 
page  8.) 

Contract  between  same  and  Andrew  Hoover,  23d  June,  1849,  for 
lime  for  east  wing  of  the  building.  (House  Executive  Document  28, 
first  session  Thirty-first  Congress,  page  11.) 

Contract  between  same  and  Thomas  Crown,  26th  June,  1849,  for 
bricks.  (House  Executive  Document  28,  first  session  Thirty-firat 
Congress,  page  12.) 

Contract  between  same  and  John  Coburn,  23d  July,  1849,  for 
cement.  (House  Executive  Document  28,  first  session  Thirty-fint 
Congress,  page  14.) 

Contract  between  same  and  F.  Y.  Naylor,  dated  26th  Febmary, 
1850,  for  copper  roof  of  east  wing  of  the  building.  (See  House  Exec- 
utive Document  No.  15,  second  session  Thirty-first  Congress,  page  1.) 

Contract  between  same  and  David  Finch  &  Son,  dated  20^  Haj, 
1850,  for  painting  and  glazing  east  wing  of  the  building.  (See  House 
Executive  Document  No.  15,  second  session  Thirty-first  Congress, 
page  5.) 

Contract  between  same  and  John  Flaherty  &  William  Sibrey,  28th 
June,  1850,  for  part  of  plastering  east  wing  of  the  building.  (House 
Executive  Document  15,  second  session  Thirty-first  Congress,  page  9.) 

Contract  between  same  and  William  Brown  &  Charles  Sioussa,  28th 
June,  1850,  for  part  of  plastering  east  wing  of  the  building.  (See 
House  Executive  Document  15,  second  session  Thirty-first  Congress, 
page  11.) 

Contract  between  William  Easby,  Commissioner  of  Public  Build- 
ings, and  William  Turner,  28th  April,  1851,  for  painting  old  portion 
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of  the  building.     (See  House  Miscellaneous  Document  66,  first  session 
Thirty- second  Congress,  page  9.) 

Contract  between  William  Easby,  Commissioner  of  Public  Build- 
ings, and  William  Richards,  31st  May,  1851^  for  bricks.  (House 
Miscellaneous  Document  66,  first  session  Thirty-second  Congress, 
page  35.) 

Contract  between  William  Easby,  Commissioner  of  Public  Build- 
ings, and  James  Esline,  6th  June,  1851,  for  bricks.  (House  Miscella- 
neous Document  66,  first  session  Thirty-second  Congress,  page  35.) 

Contract  between  William  Easby,  Commissioner  of  Public  Build- 
ings, and  David  Finch  &  Son,  19th  August,  1851,  for  painting  and 
glazing.  (House  Miscellaneous  Document  66,  first  session  Thirty- 
second  Congress,  page  35.^ 

Contract  between  William  Easby,  Commissioner  of  Public  Build- 
ings, and  Beebe  &  Co.,  19th  August,  1851,  for  heating  apparatus  for 
east  wing.  (House  Miscellaneous  Document  66,  first  session  Thirty- 
second  Congress,  page  38.^ 

Contract  between  William  Easby,  Commissioner  of  Public  Build- 
ings, and  John  Skirving,  20th  August,  1851,  for  superintending  work 
of  Beebe  &  Co.  (House  Miscellaneous  Document  66,  first  session 
Thirty-second  Congress,  page  39.) 

Contract  between  William  Easby,  Commissioner  of  Public  Build- 
ings, and  J.  W.  Thompson,  Yth  November,  1851,  for  gas  fitting  for 
east  wing  of  the  building.  (House  Miscellaneous  Document  66,  first 
session  Thirty-second  Congress,  page  40.) 

Contract  between  William  Easby,  Commissioner  of  Public  Build- 
ings, and  Provest,  Winter  &  Symington,  19th  March,  1852,  for  marble 
work  and  materials  for  west  wing  oi  the  building.  (House  Miscella- 
neous Document  23,  second  session  Thirty-second  Congress,  page  1.) 

Contract  between  William  Easby,  Commissioner  of  Public  Build- 
ings, and  Alexander  Rutherford,  28th  April,  1852,  for  marble  mantels 
for  east  wing  of  the  building.  (House  Miscellaneous  document  23, 
second  session  Thirty-second  Congress,  page  6.) 

Contract  between  William  Easby,  Commissioner  of  Public  Build 
ings,  and  James  Esline,  18th  April,  1853,  for  bricks  for  west  wing  of 
the  building.    (House  Miscellaneous  Document  9,  first  session  Thirty- 
third  Congress,  page  3.) 

Contract  between  William  Easby,  Commissioner  of  Public  Build- 
ings, and  Avery  E.  Smoot,  30th  March,  1853,  for  lime  for  west  wing 
of  the  building.  (House  Miscellaneous  Document  9,  first  session 
Thirty-third  Congress,  page  4.) 

Contract  between  William  Easby,  Commissioner  of  Public  Build- 
ings, and  J.  H.  Stewart,  30th  March,  1853,  for  sand  for  west  wing  of 
the  building.  (House  Miscellaneous  Document  9,  first  session  Thirty- 
third  Congress,  page  6.) 

Contract  between  William  Easby,  Commissioner  of  Public  Build- 
ings, and  Timothy  O'Neale,  19th  April,  1853,  for  blue  rock.  (House 
Miscellaneous  Document  9,  first  session  Thirty-third  Congress,  page  8.) 

Contract  between  William  Easby,  Commissioner  of  Public  Build- 
ings, and  Lenman  &  Brother,  19th  May,  185S,  ioi  \\xx£^x  iort  ^^^\. 
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wing  of  the  building.     (House  Miscellaneous  Document  11,  second 
session  Thirty-third  Congress,  page  6.) 

Contract  between  John  B.  Blake,  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings, 
and  John  F.  Connolly,  for  marble  work  and  materials  for  the  north 
front  of  the  building,  21st  April,  1857.  (House  Executive  Document 
No.  40,  first  session  Thirty-fifth  Congress,  page  21.) 

Contract  between  John  B.  Blake,  Commissioner  oi  Public  Building, 
and  Samuel  Cassidy  and  William  Higgins,  for  granite  and  gramte 
work  for  the  north  front  of  the  building,  1st  May,  1867.  (House 
Executive  Document  No.  40,  first  session  Thirty-fifth  Congress, 
p^e  24.} 

It  will  be  observed  that  all  these  contracts  but  the  last  two  were 
entered  into  during  the  incumbency  of  my  predecessors,  and,  indeed, 
prior  to  the  appointment  of  the  present  Commissioner  of  Public 
Buildings,  July  1,  1855. 

Of  the  two  entered  into  by  the  present  Commissioner  of  PubUc 
Buildings,  under  my  direction,  a  printed  copy  is  herewith  submitted, 
from  an  examination  of  which,  and  the  accompanying  papers,  it  will 
be  perceived  that  they  were  made  in  strict  conformity  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  act  of  August  31,  1852,  regulating  contracts. 

The  others,  also,  I  presume  to  have  been  fully  authorized  by  the 
laws  in  force  when  they  were  respectively  made. 

Under  these  contracts  the  greater  part  of  the  materials  and  work 
for  the  Patent  Office  building  have  been  procured  and  paid  for,  in- 
cluding the  '^  flagging,  coping,  and  curbing  around  the  grounds  of  said 
building,"  and  all  the  granite  walling,  ^^with  the  exception  of  that 
of  the  sub-basement  story  of  the  north  front,"  which  was  paid  for 
under  an  arrangement  made  by  my  immediate  predecessor,  at  a  deduc- 
tion of  22  per  cent,  from  the  prices  previously  allowed. 

But,  although  most  of  the  materials  and  work  have  been  thus  ob- 
tained and  executed,  it  is,  nevertheless,  true  that  the  contracts  did  not 
include  the  entire  amount  of  the  materials  and  work  required  in  the 
erection  of  the  Patent  Office  building,  nor  am  I  aware  of  the  existence 
of  any  law  rendering  it  necessary  that  they  should. 

Thus,  the  brick  and  a  portion  of  the  stone  work,  the  greater  portion 
of  the  plastering  and  roofing,  a  part  of  the  carpenter's  work,  paint- 
ing, plumbing,  and  gas-fitting,  grading  the  grounds  around  the 
building,  and  surrounding  them  with  an  iron  railing,  have  been  done 
in  some  cases  by  persons  employed  by  the  day,  and  in  others  by  the 
employment  of  persons  of  approved  mechanical  skill  and  fidelity, 
upon  terms  deemed  in  all  respects  most  advantageous  to  the  gov- 
ernment. 

The  accounts  on  file  in  the  Treasury  Department  will  exhibit  in  de- 
tail the  payments  which  have  been  made  for  the  various  classes  of  work, 
and  I  have  requested  a  copy  of  them  to  be  prepared  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

They  are,  however,  quite  voluminous,  and,  as  before  intimated, 
some  time  must  of  necessity  elapse  before  the  transcripts  can  be  fur- 
nished, as  required  by  the  resolution. 

A  report  made  by  my  predecessor  on  the  10th  March,  1854,  in 
answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  dated  23d  February,  1854,  (Senate 
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Executive  Document  No.  48,  first  session  Thirty-third  Congress,)  will, 
however,  be  found  to  contain  a  statement  of  payments  which  had  at 
that  time  been  made  on  account  of  contracts  entered  into  subsequent 
to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  August  31,  1852,  and  I  respectfully  refer 
thereto  for  as  much  of  the  information  now  called  for  as  is  therein 
contained. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  THOMPSON, 

Secretary. 
Hon.  J.  C.  Breckinridge, 

President  of  the  Senate. 


Supplementary  contract  between  William  Easby,  Commissioner  of  Public 

Buildings  J  and  Francis  Mohun^  contractor. 

Whereas,  on  the  16th  day  of  June,  1849,  a  contract  was  entered  into 
**by  and  between  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings,  for  and  on 
behalf  of  the  United  States  of  America,  on  the  one  part,  and  Francis 
Mohun,  of  the  city  of  Washington,  master  carpenter,  builder,  and 
contractor,  as  therein  specified,  for  the  furnishing  of  lumber  and  exe- 
cuting the  carpenters'  and  joiners'  work  of  the  Patent  Office  wing,  on 
the  other  part;"  and  whereas  sundry  alterations  and  additions  have 
been  made,  thereby  changing,  in  some  instances,  the  entire  character 
of  the  work,  and  rendering  it  difficult  and  uncertain  to  run  a  parallel 
between  the  work  as  contracted  for  and  the  work  as  executed ;  it  is 
therefore, 

Agreed,  by  and  between  the  parties  aforesaid,  that  the  said  Francis 
Mohun  shall  be  paid  as  follows : 

For  all  the  window  frames  throughout  the  building,  at  the  rate  of 
25  per  cent,  deduction  from  measurement  price,  which  shall  include 
the  nardware,  fastenings,  and  lumber. 

For  all  the  doors,  door  frames,  and  door  trimming  throughout  the 
building,  at  the  rate  of  16  per  cent,  deduction  from  measurement 
price^  which  shall  include  the  lumber,  hardware,  and  locks. 

For  all  the  centering  throughout  the  building,  except  the  large  ex- 
hibition room  of  the  third  story,  at  the  price  stipulated  in  the  contract. 
For  the  centering  of  the  large  exhibition  room  of  the  third  story, 
66§  per  cent,  advance  on  the  price  for  centering  stipulated  in  the  con- 
tract, which  advance  is  hereby  agreed  to  in  pursuance  of  authority 
given  to  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings  by  an  official  letter 
from  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  under  date  of  July  23,  1851,  a 
copy  of  whicn  is  hereunto  annexed. 

For  all  other  work  specified  in  the  aforesaid  contract,  at  the  prices 
therein  set  forth  and  provided  for. 

For  all  other  work  not  specified  in  the  aforesaid  contract,  at  the  rate 
of  twenty  per  cent,  deduction  from  measurement  price. 

And  it  IS  further  agreed  by  the  parties  that  this  supplementary  con- 
tract shall  not,  in  any  way,  vitiate  the  conditions  of  the  aforeiae\\ivycL^4^ 


] 
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original  contract,  excepting  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  provisions  herein 
contained  ;  and  that  in  all  other  particulars  it  remains  in  fall  force,  as 
binding  on  the  parties  as  £hough  these  conditions  had  not  been  entered 
into. 

Thus  covenanted  and  agreed  by  the  parties  this  13th  day  of  January, 
1862,  as  witness  their  seals. 

WM.  EASBY,  ^  [seal.] 

Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings. 
FRAS.  MOHUN,        [seal.] 
Signed  in  presence  of — 

John  P.  Inqle. 

Approved : 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

Washington,  July  23,  1851. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Francis  Mohun  has  presented  at  this  department  a  bill  for 

<<  centering"  for  the  arches  over  the  gallery  in  the  east  wing  of  the 

Patent  Omce  building,  with  your  indorsement  thereon  refusing  to  paj 

the  same  without  an  order  from  the  department,  because  of  the  prices 

charged  being;  above  those  specified  in  Mr.  Mohun 's  contract.    It  is 

represented  that  the  plan  of  the  building,  with  reference  to  which  the 

contract  was  made,  was  for  three  floors  of  office  rooms,  and  that  such  plan 

was  subsequently  changed,  and  the  present  gallery  determined  on  in* 

stead  of  the  third  floor  of  rooms  ;  that  the  superintendent,  Mr.  Mills, 

j  in  directing  the  centering  to  be  done  for  the  gallery,  stipulated  with 

Mr.  Mohun  '^  for  a  fair  and  equitable  additional  allowance,  graduated 

I  upon  the  increased  expense  of  labor;"  and  that  the  measurer,  Mr. 

I  John  C.  Harkness,  has  certified  that  the  said  centering  **  has  been  in- 

I  creased  to  the  contractor,  as  near  as  can  be  estimated,  sixty-six  and 

I  two  thirds  per  cent.,  inconsequence  of  dispensing  with  the  third  floor 

I  of  office  rooms,  and  introducing  the  lofty  gallery." 

j  Under  these  circumstances,  I  think  the  bill  ought  to  be  paid ;  and 

^  you  are  therefore  authorized  to  settle  it,  if  otherwise  correct. 

I  am,  &c.,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary. 

COMMISBIONER  OF  PUBUC  BuiLDINOS. 

Departhent  of  the  Interior, 

January  10,  1852. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the  records  of  this 
department. 

D.  C.  GODDARD, 

Chief  Clerk. 


\ 
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In  the  House  of  Beprbsentativik^  January  5, 1858. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior^  transmitting  a  report  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings  of  the  contracts  made  by  his  office 
during  the  year  1857. 

Department  op  the  Interior, 

Washington,  January  20,  1858. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith,  to  be  laid  before 
the  House  of  Representatives,  the  communication  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Buildings,  dated  the  17th  ultimo,  and  the  copies  of  contracts 
made  in  his  office  in  the  year  1857,  and  of  other  papers,  as  required 
by  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  16th  April,  A.  D.  1838. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  THOMPSON, 

Secretary, 
Hon.  James  L.  Orr, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representai^ives  of  the  United  States, 


Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildinos, 

December  17,  1857. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives,  dated  16th  of  April,  1838, 1  respectfully  transmit  to  you  here- 
with copies  of  the  contracts  made  with  this  office  during  the  current 
year. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  BLAKE, 

Commissioner. 
Hon.  Jacob  Thompson, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior, 


Washington,  February  18,  1857. 

Sir:  The  undersigned  proposes  to  furnish  and  set  the  marble  and 
marble  work  requir^  in  the  erection  of  the  north  front  of  the  Patent 
Office  building,  agreeable  to  plan  and  specification.  The  marble  to 
be  similar  in  kind  and  quality  to  that  used  in  the  east  and  west  wings> 
and  the  work  to  be  executed  in  the  same  manner  as  the  work  on  the 
said  win^s,  and  to  be  finished  in  any  reasonable  time,  at  the  following 
prices,  viz: 

Cube  stone^  per  superficial  foot,  one  dollar  and  eighteen  cents. . .  %\  18 

Beds  and  bills,  per  superficial  foot,  twenty-four  cents 24 

Extra  cube  stone,  per  cubic  foot,  one  dollar  and  twelve  and  q» 

half  cents \VL\ 
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Cornice,  in  two  beds,  per  superficial  foot,  one  dollar  and  sixty- 
cents  1  60 

Blocking  course,  per  superficial  foot,  eighty-three  cents.........       83 

Frieze  to  entablature,  per  superficial  foot,  one  dollar   and 

eighteen  cents 1  18 

Arcnitrave,  per  superficial  foot,  ninety-two  cents &2 

Drops  to  cornice,  per  lineal  foot,  one  dollar 1  00 

Triglyphs,  each,  twenty-seven  dollars 27  00 

Caps  01  pilasters,  each,  fifty-nine  dollars 59  00 

Channels  of  basement,  per  lineal  foot,  twenty  cents 20 

Marble  tiling,  per  superficial  foot,  eighty-two  cents 82 

Winder  sills,  per  superficial  foot,  seventy-nine  cents 79 

Kespectfully,  &c., 

ALEX.  RUTHERFORD. 
Hon.  R.  McClelland, 

Secretary  of  (he  Interior, 


Sir:  I  propose  to  furnish  the  marble  and  marble  work  of  the  north 
front  of  the  Patent  Office  building  at  the  following  prices^  the  marble 
to  be  of  the  same  kind  used  in  construction  of  east  and  west  wings  of 
the  building,  a  specimen  of  which  I  herewith  submit  for  your  inspec- 
tion: 

Cube  stone,  per  superficial  foot $1  27 

Bebs  and  bills,  per  superficial  foot 24 

Extra  cube  stone,  per  cubic  foot 1  09 

Cornice,  in  two  beds,  per  superficial  foot 1  33 

Blocking  course,  per  superficial  foot 84 

Frieze  to  entablature,  per  superficial  foot 1  08 

Architrave  to  entablature,  per  superficial  foot 1  08 

Drops  to  cornice,  per  lineal  foot 1  08 

Triglyphs,  each 30  00 

Caps  of  pilasters,  each 79  20 

Channels  of  basement,  per  linealfoot 18 

Marble  tiling,  per  superficial  foot 74 

Window  sills,  per  superficial  foot 72 

And  will  complete  the  work  in  twelve  months  from  the  time  the 
buildings  are  ready  to  commence  setting  the  marble. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  F.  CONNOLLY. 
Hon.  R.  McClelland, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


Baltdcorb,  April  6,  1857. 

Dear  Sir:  My  neighbor,  Mr.  Connolly,  is  afraid  that  he  may  yet 
iose  his  contract  for  building  the  northern  part  of  the  Patent  Omce 
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rough  misrepresentations  made  by  some  of  his  rivals,  and  he  wishes 
3  again  to  see  you  upon  the  subject. 

But  I  have  assured  him  that  there  is  no  occasion  for  me  to  do  more 
an  remind  you  of  what  I  had  the  pleasure  to  state  in  our  cony ersa- 
m,  that  Mr.  C.  is  a  competent  marble  mason^  is  a  perfectly  honest 
d  reliable  man,  and  one  of  the  truest  of  our  political  friends  here. 
He  tells  me  that  an  attempt  has  been,  or  will  be,  made  to  disparage 
e  quality  of  his  marble,  and  wishes  me  to  say  that  he  can  and  will 
rnish  marble  of  quality  equal  to  any  that  has  been  used  by  the  gov- 
nment;  and  further,  that  he  has  made  arrangements  to  obtain  this 
Eiterial  from  the  very  same  quarries  that  have  heretofore  furnished 
e  best  marble. 

He  states,  further,  that  the  commissioners  to  whom  your  predecessor 
ferred  the  bids  for  this  work  have  reported  in  favor  of  his  proposal, 
this  be  so,  I  hope  you  will  see  that  justice  is  done  to  the  claims  of 
e  who,  to  my  personal  knowledge,  has  the  strongest  merits,  both 
rsonal  and  political. 

I  am  exceedingly  anxious  that  some  of  the  government  benefits 
ould  be  enjoyed  by  the  good  men  of  our  party. 
I  am,  very  truly  and  respectfully,  yours, 

H.  MAY. 
Hon.  Jacob  Thompson, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior ^  Washington. 


Patent  Office  Buildino, 

April  16,  1857. 

Sni :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have,  at  your  request,  visited 

e  marble  quarries  in  Texas,  Baltimore  county,  from  which  Mr. 

^nnoly  proposes  to  fiirnish  the  materials  for  the  erection  of  the  north 

mt  of  Patent  Office  building. 

There  is  an  abundance  of  marble  there,  and  the  quarry  that  he  is 

w  working  contains  a  quantity  of  excellent  white  marble.     I  see  no 

flSculty  in  his  procuring  the  necessary  supply. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectmlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  of  Parent  Office  Building. 
Hon.  J.  Thob£Pson, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


Washington,  February  17, 1857. 

Sir:  I  propose  to  furnish  the  marble  and  marble  work  required  in 
e  erection  of  the  north  front  of  the  Patent  Office  building,  according 
plans  and  specifications,  at  the  following  prices,  to  wit : 

tbe  stone,  per  superficial  foot,  one  dollar  and  twelve  and  one 

half  cents %l  12J 

ids  and  bills,  per  superficial  foot,  nineteen  cents 19 

ctra  cube  stone,  per  superficial  foot,  one  dollar  and  eight  cents  1  08 
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Cornice  in  two  beds,  per  superficial  foot,  one  dollar  and  forty 

cents $1  40 

Blocking  course,  per  superficial  foot,  seventy-five  cents 75 

Frieze  to  entablature,  per  superficial  foot,  one  dollar  and  twelve 

and  one  half  cents 1  12) 

Architrave,  per  superficial  foot,  eighty-five  cents 85 

Drops  to  cornice,  per  lineal  foot,  ninety  cents 90 

Triglyphs,  each  twenty-six  dollars 26  00 

Caps  of  pilasters,  each  fifty  dollars SO  00 

Channels  of  basement,  per  lineal  foot^  eighteen  cents 18 

Marble  tiling,  per  superficial  foot,  seventy  cents M 

Window  sills,  per  superficial  foot,  seventy  cents 70 

WM.  RUTHERFORD. 
Hon.  R.  McClelland, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


Baltimore,  February  17, 1857. 

We,  the  undersigned,  propose  to  furnish  and  execute  the  marbk 
and  marble  work  for  the  nortn  front  of  the  Patent  Office  building,  tf 
per  schedule  in  advertisement,  viz : 

Cube  stone,  per  superficial  foot |1  20 

Beds  and  bills,  per  superficial  foot 20 

Extra  cube  stone,  per  cubic  foot 1  20 

Cornice  in  two  beds,  per  superficial  foot 1  90 

Blocking  course,  per  superficial  foot 99 

Frieze  to  entablature,  per  superficial  foot 1  20 

Architrave,  per  superficial  foot 1  45 

Drops  to  cornice,  per  lineal  foot 1  50 

Triglyphs,  each 26  75 

Caps  to  pilasters,  each 66  00 

Channels  of  basement,  per  lineal  foot 18 

Marble  tiling,  per  superficial  foot 75 

Window  sills,  per  superficial  foot 95 

And  to  complete  the  above-named  work  in  eighteen  months  from 
the  time  the  building  is  ready  to  receive  it. 

Respectfully, 

MAXWELL,  JOHNSON  &  MEAD. 
Hon.  R.  McClelland, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


February  18,  1857. 
Sir  :  In  accordance  with  your  advertisement,  under  date  of  December 
18,  1856,  inviting  bids  for  the  marble  and  marble  work  for  the  north 
front  of  the  Patent  Office,  we  respectfully  submit  the  following  pro- 
posal, which  embraces  all  the  material,  hauling,  dressing,  setting,  and 
furnishing  witYi  a\\\Ao\«^ixi^QuQ\v\ii<^x^^«Aid  every  other  expense  nectt- 
sary  for  tne  entire  coiii^\e\.\oii  ol  VJcie  ^\\TS!k»x!^^  ^T^TSiSKW^t^  "^ork. 
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stone,  per  superficial  foot |1  28 

md  bills,  per  superficial  foot 28 

cube  stone,  per  cubic  foot 1  28 

je,  two  beds,  per  superficial  foot 2  11 

ing  course 1  09 

of  entablature,  per  superficial  foot 1  24 

trave  of  entablature,  per  superficial  foot 1  59 

(  to  cornice,  per  lineal  foot 2  00 

phs,  each 27  00 

)f  pilasters,  each 35  50 

lels,  per  lineal  foot 22 

lills,  per  superficial  foot 1  09 

terial  of  which  we  propose  to  do  the  above  work  is  similar 
ad  quality  to  that  used  in  the  construction  of  the  east  and 
s  of  the  building,  and  we  submit  these  wings  as  specimens 
e  propose  to  furnish  for  the  north  front,  as  we  shall  obtain 
ial  from  the  same  beds  in  the  same  quarries, 
ther  propose  to  execute  the  entire  work  called  for  by  your 
lent,  in  ten  (10)  months  from  the  time  the  foundations  are 
us  to  proceed,  provided  no  obstructions  are  thrown  in  the 
her  branches  of  the  work. 

1  other  marble  work  in  and  about  the  north  front  of  the 
Bee,  not  enumerated  in  this  bid,  and  being  similar  to  that  in 
ring,  then  the  same  prices  are  to  govern. 
I  will  further  state  that,  if  we  were  permitted  to  furnish  the 
}m  the  quarries  on  the  west  side  of  the  railroad,  known  as 
[uarries,  we  could  complete  the  work  at  a  reduced  price  from 
it  bid.  The  stone  referred  to  is  similar  in  general  character 
ae  on  the  east  side  of  the  railroad ;  but  we  know  that  it  is 
I  compactness  and  color,  and  we  feel  unwilling  to  offer  it,  or 
b  to  take  advantage  of  its  cheapness. 
spectfuUy,  your  obedient  servants, 

PROTEST,  WINTER  &  Co. 
.  McClelland, 
Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


Washinoton,  City,  February  18,  1857. 

propose  to  execute  the  marble  work  required  in  the  construe- 
e  north  front  of  the  Patent  Office  building,  equal  in  all  re- 
work of  the  same  kind  done  on  the  east  and  west  wings, 
materials,  hauling,  dressing  and  setting,  machinery,  and 
mses.  The  work  to  be  finished  in  sixteen  working  months, 
lowing  prices,  viz: 

e,  superficial  foot $1  45 

bills 19 

>e  stone,  per  cubic  foot ^^ 
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Cornice  in  two  beds,  per  superficial  foot | 

Blocking  course,  per  superncial  foot 

Frieze  to  entablature,  per  superficial  foot 

Architrave,  per  superficial  foot 

Drops  to  cornice,  per  lineal  foot 

Triglyphe,  each :....  S 

Caps  to  pilasters t 

Channels  of  basement,  per  lineal  foot 

Marble  tiling,  per  superficial  foot 

Window  sills,  per  superficial  foot 

See  specimen,  marked  G.  C. 

Yours,  &c., 

GILBERT  CAMERO 
Hon.  R.  McClelland, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


.» 


Washington,  D.  C,  FAruary  17, 18J 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  advertisement  in  the  Union  and  other 
nals,  pubUshed  in  this  city,  inviting  proposals  for  the  marble 
marble  work,  and  the  granite  and  granite  work,  for  the  north 
of  the  Patent  Office  building,  I  herewith  propose  to  furnish  all  tl 
or  may  be  required  of  either  material,  for  the  following  prices,  li 
includes  labor  and  materials  complete. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  VAN  RISWICl 
Hon.  R.  McClelland, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

SCHEDULE. 

ChranUe, 

Cube  stone,  per  superficial  foot |1 

Beds  and  bills,  per  superficial  foot 

Extra  cube  stone,  per  cubic  foot 

Cornice  in  two  beds,  per  superficial  foot,  \  v^^ll^S^ 2 

Blocking  course,  per  superficial  foot 1 

Frieze  to  entablature,  per  superficial  foot 1 

Architrave,  per  superficial  foot 1 

Drops  to  cornice,  per  lineal  foot 2 

Triglyphs,  each 22 

Caps  01  pilasters,  each , 34 

Channels  ofbaaement,  "^^t  \vti^«l  foot 

Window  Bills,  pet  B\xpeAo\fiX  fco\. 
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Marble. 

►e  stone,  per  superficial  foot |1  27 

.s  and  billa,  per  superficial  foot 30 

ra  cube  stone^  per  cubic  foot 84 

nice  in  two  beds,  per  superficial  foot,  <  v^?!!' o  oq 

eking  course,  per  superficial  foot 1  14 

3ze  to  entablature,  per  superficial  foot 1  29 

liitrave,  per  superficial  foot 1  53 

»ps  to  cornice,  per  lineal  foot 2  10 

glyphs,  each 25  33 

►8  of  pUasters,  each 37  63 

knnels  to  basement,  per  lineal  foot 19 

rble  tiling,  per  superficial  foot 90 

adow  sills,  per  superficial  foot 1  00 

Ve,  the  undersigned,  Charles  S.  Wallach  and  Benedict  Milburn,  do 
eby  guaranty  that  if  the  foregoing  proposal  is  accepted,  that  Wil- 
1  Van  Biswick  will  bond,  with  proper  and  sufficient  securities,  in 
ti  sum  as  may  be  required  for  the  faithftil  execution  of  the  contract 
jvery  particular. 

CHABLES  S.  WALLACH. 

B.  MILBUBN. 
Vashington,  February  17,  1857. 

^he  granite  and  marble  which  I  propose  to  furnish  will  be  equal  in 
d  and  quality  to  that  in  the  east  and  west  wings  of  the  buildings 
.  furnished  in  such  quantities  and  at  such  times  as  may  be  required 
the  government. 

WILLIAM  VAN  BISWICK. 


Washington,  February  19,  1857. 

Hi:  I  yesterday  proposed  for  the  whole  of  the  marble  and  granite 
k  required  for  the  north  front  of  the  Patent  Office  building,  and 
he  aggregate  of  each  proposal  made  has  yet  to  be  computed,  so  as 
etermine  the  lowest  responsible  bidder,  I  deem  it  proper  to  most 
^ctfuUy  communicate  to  you  that,  previous  to  making  up  my  bid, 
lied  at  the  superintendent's  office,  to  examine  the  y>eciJication8 
ch  your  advertisement  said  could  be  seen  there,  and  none  could  be 
^as  produced;  moreover,  a  bill  of  quantities  was  not  to  be  had,  so 
^  each  item  could  have  been  carried  out  and  the  aggregate  of  each 
seen  as  they  were  opened. 

his  loose  way  of  furnishing  the  necessary  information  for  bidders 
>  be  regretted,  as  it  renders  a  contract,  made  merely  on  plans,  vague 

uncertain,  of  which  there  is  unquestionable  evidence  to  be  found 
2x.  Doc.  No.  28,  first  session  Thirty-first  Congress,  by  examining 
first  contracts  for  the  granite  and  marble  work  made  for  thft  ^^%t» 

west  wings  of  this  building^  and  comparing  tYieixi  V\>JtL  >Otife  ^tJcSc^ 
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made  in  Ex.  Doc.  No.  48,  Thirty-third  CongresB,  first  a 
same  work,  and  the  bids  made  yesterday.  It  is,  therefore,  to  bel 
that  you  ■will  require  the  BuperiQtendent  to  prodnce  his  bill  of  qu 
ties  at  ODce,  so  that  each  bidder  can  compare  them  with  the  f 
and  determiae  for  themselves  the  correct  aggregates  of  their  bids  n 
tively. 

Mr  proposal  is  based  on  reasonable  prices,  and  I  am  prepar 
bond  for  its  faithful  fulfillment  in  every  particular. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  VAN  RISWIC 
Hon.  R.  McClelland, 

Secr^ary  cf  the  ItUerior. 


Washinoton,  February  18,  181 
I  hereby  propose  to  furnish,  haul,  dress,  and  set  all  the  gi 
required  for  the  north  front  of  the  Patent  Office  building,  occordi 
the  plans  and  specifications,  the  material  to  be  equal  in  quality  U 
used  in  the  wings,  as  per  sample  marked  A  Ko.  1 ;  the  whole 
completed  in  eiguteen  months  from  the  time  the  cellar  walls  are  i 
to  receive  the  cut  stone,  and  for  the  following  prices: 

Plain-faced  cube  stone,  per  superficial  foot j 

Beds  and  bills,  per  superficial  foot 

Extra  cube  stone,  per  cubic  foot 

Cornice  in  two  beds,  per  superficial  foot 

Blocking  course,  per  superficial  foot 

Frieze  to  entablature,  per  superficial  foot 

Architrave,  per  superficial  foot 

Drops  to  cornice,  per  lineal  foot 

Triglyphs,  each S 

Pilaster  caps,  each S 

Channels  of  basement,  per  lineal  foot 

Window  sills,  per  superficial  foot 

Bespectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  WALKB 


Baltuokb,  F^nruary  17,  18f 

The  undersigned  propose  to  furnish  and  execute  the  granite 
granite  work  for  the  north  front  of  the  Patent  Ofiice  building,  u 
schedule  in  advertisement,  viz: 

Cube  stone,  per  superficial  foot |i 

Beds  and  bills,  per  superficial  foot 

Extra  cube  stone,  per  cubic  foot 

Cornice  in  two  beds,  per  superficial  foot 1 

Blocking  course,  per  superficial  foot 

Frieze  to  entablature,  per  superficial  foot 1 

Architrave,  pei  supeTfiwaV  foot 1 

Drops  to  cornice,  teiWnesi.  ^oo^. 1 
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;lyph8,  each $26  00 

9  of  pilasters,  each 50  00 

nnels  of  basement,  per  lineal  foot 18 

idow  sills,  per  superficial  foot 90 

[  to  complete  the  above-named  work  in  eighteen  months  from  the 
)  the  building  is  ready  to  receive  it. 
Respectfully, 

MAXWELL,  JOHNSTON  &  MEAD. 
on.  B.  McClelland, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


Washington,  February  25,  1857. 

[b:  The  undersigned,  being  bidders  for  the  marble  and  granite 
k  of  the  north  front  of  Patent  Office,  would  respectfully  state,  that 
f  understand  that  you  have  referred  the  several  bids  for  said  build- 
to  a  committee  of  gentlemen  in  order  that  they  should  investigate 
same,  and  report  for  acceptance  that  proposal  which  they  in  their 
;ment  should  deem  most  advantageous  to  the  government ;  and 
evine  that  our  bids  are  as  low  as  said  work  can  be  done  for  in  a 
litable  manner  and  with  the  best  material,  we  beg  leave  to  call 
r  attention  to  the  basis  upon  which  our  estimate  was  made  ;  our 
posal  intended  that  the  marble  should  be  fully  equal  in  quality  to 
t;  used  in  the  east  and  west  wings,  and  from  a  quarry  at  Texas,  in 
timore  county,  well  known  in  Baltimore  and  Washington  as  pro- 
ing  the  best  of  material,  and  an  inspection  of  the  quarry  would 
sfy  you  there  is  sufficient  in  quantity  for  any  amount  of  work. 
*  granite  bid  was  based  on  procuring  that  material  from  the  quar- 

of  Messrs.  Sum  wait  &  Green,  the  reputation  of  which  stone  is  well 
•wn  in  this  city  and  Baltimore,  and  which  we  believe  costs  per 
ic  foot  ten  or  eleven  cents  more  than  the  northern  granite.  We 
lid  furthermore  state  that,  should  our  bids,  or  either  of  them,  be 
sidered  favorably,  we  will  submit  to  you  the  most  ample  testimony 
»m  gentlemen  of  the  highest  and  most  respectable  standing  in  Bal- 
ore  and  Washington)  of  our  ability  to  execute  in  good  faith  with 

government  this  contract,  should  it  be  awarded  to  us. 

MAXWELL,  JOHNSON  &  MEAD. 
Ion.  B.  McClelland, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


Washington,  February  18, 1857. 

5ir:  The  undersigned  propose  to  execute  the  granite  work  for  the 
th  part  of  the  Patent  Office  building,  as  per  advertisement  of  the 
erior  Department  dated  December  20,  1856,  at  the  rates  in  the 
edule  below,  which  is  twenty-two  per  cent,  below  the  prices  of  the 
tract  for  the  granite  work  of  the  east  and  west  wings  of  said  build- 
: ;  the  stone  and  workmanship  to  be  equal  in  all  respects  to  that  in 
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those  wings  which  we  have  done,  and  to  which  we  respectfully  refer; 
and  we  further  propose  to  complete  the  whole  on  or  before  the  Ist  day 
of  December,  1857. 

Cube  stone,  per  foot,  superficial $1  17 

Beds  and  bills,  per  foot,  superficial.. 23 

Extra  cube  stone,  per  foot,  superficial 94 

Cornice,  per  foot,  superficial 2  00 

Blocking,  per  foot,  superficial 1  17 

Frieze  to  entablature,  per  foot,  superficial 1  60 

Architrave,  per  foot,  superficial 1  85 

Drops  to  cornice,  per  foot,  superficial.. 3  00 

Triglyphs,  each 45  00 

Caps  to  pilasters,  each 90  00 

Channels  of  basement,  per  lineal  foot .* 18 

Window  sills,  per  foot,  superficial 78 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

BERRY  &  MOHUN. 
Hon.  RoBEBT  McClelland, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  February  IT,  1857. 

The  undersigned  propose  to  furnish  the  granite  and  granite  work  in 
the  north  front  of  the  Patent  Office  building,  as  called  for  in  the  de- 
^partment  advertisement  of  December  18,  1856,  to  following  schedule: 


Cube  stone,  per  superficial  foot,  eighty-eight  cents $0 

Beds  and  bills,  per  superficial  foot,  eighteen  cents 18 

Extra  cube  stone,  per  cubic  foot,  fifty  cents 50 

Cornice  in  two  beds,  per  superficial  foot,  eighty-eight  cents....  88 

Blocking  course,  per  superficial  foot,  sixty  cents 60 

Frieze  to  entablature,  per  superficial  foot,  seventy  cents 70 

Architrave,  per  superficial  foot,  sixty-two  cents 62 

Drops  to  cornice,  per  lineal  foot,  forty  cents 40 

Trifflyphs,  each,  Hblocks  4  feet  2  inches  by  2  feet  8  inches)  per 

block,  thirty  dollars 30  00 

Caps  of  pilasters,  each,  ninety-seven  dollars 97  00 

Channels  of  casement,  per  lineal  foot,  nineteen  cents 19 

Window  sills,  per  superficial  foot,  fifty  cents 50 

The  workmanship  and  granite  will  be  equal  in  quality  to  that  in 
the  east  and  west  wings  of  the  building,  and  completed  in  tweke 
months. 

Very  respectfully, 

GAULT  &  BRO., 
No.  32  West  Pratt  street,  Balltmore. 
Hon.  R.  McClelland, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


\ 
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February  26, 1867. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Messrs.  Cyilis  &  Mathew  Oaalt,  formerly  from  New 
[ampshire,  desire  me  to  express  to  you  my  knowledge  of  their  char- 
C5ter  and  responsibility  for  whatever  they  undertake. 

I  believe  them  to  be,  from  a  long  personal  knowledge,  gentlemen 
f  probity  ;  and  I  should,  without  any  hesitation,  trust  to  the  faithful 
ilfillment  of  any  contract  they  may  make. 

Yours,  truly, 

FR.  PIERCE. 
Gov.  McClelland, 

Secretary  of  Interior. 


Washington  City,  February  18,  1857. 

Sib  :  I  propose  to  execute  the  granite  work  required  in  the  con- 
Tuction  of  the  north  front  of  the  Patent  Office  building,  equal  in  all 
^pects  to  work  of  the  same  kind  done  on  the  east  and  west  wings, 
Lcluding  materials,  hauling,  dressing,  and  setting  machinery,  and 
;her  expenses,  (the  work  to  be  finished  in  sixteen  working  months,) 
•r  the  following  prices,  viz  : 

abe  stone,  per  superficial  foot  at... |1  21 

eda  and  bills  at 18 

xtra  cube  stone,  per  cubic  foot 70 

ornice  in  two  beds,  per  superficial  foot 1  00 

locking  course,  per  superficial  foot 1  00 

rieze  to  entablature,  per  superficial  foot 1  18 

jrdiitrave,  per  superficial  foot 1  26 

^rops  to  cornice,  Imeal  foot 1  00 

'riglyphs,  each 26  60 

laps  to  pilasters,  each 47  00 

fhannels  of  basement,  lineal  foot 16 

Vindow  sills,  per  superficial  foot 96 

See  specimens,  marked  G.  C. 
Yours,  &c., 

GILBERT  CAMERON. 
Hon.  B.  McClelland, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


Washington,  Ap-il  6,  1857. 

Sm:  By  an  act  of  Congress  passed  March  3,  1849,  (see  United 
States  Statutes  at  Lar^e,  vol.  ix.,  p.  364,)  an  appropriation  was  made 
kuthorizing  the  erection  of  the  wings  of  the  Patent  Office  building. 
Jnder  that  authority,  and  under  the  direction  of  the  then  Secretary 
>f  the  Interior,  the  Honorable  T.  Ewing,  a  contract  was  made  by  t\\fe 

Ex.  Doc.  54 2 
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Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings  with  the  undersigned  for  furnish- 
ing and  setting  all  the  sranite  work  of  said  extension  or  wings. 

We  have  gone  on  and  done  said  work,  and  are  authorized  to  say  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  several  distinguished  gentlemen  who  pre- 
ceded you,  the  present  honorable  Commissioner  of  Patents,  as  well  as 
the  architect  and  superintendent,  Mr.  Edward  Clark. 

Congress,  at  the  session  before  last,  made  an  appropriation  towards 
the  erection  of  the  north  front  wing  or  extension  of  said  building. 
We  claimed  the  granite  work  under  our  contract,  and  think  a  reason- 
able and  liberal  construction  of  it  warrants  us.  The  late  honorable 
Secretary  (under  circumstances  that  we  or  Mr.  Clark  could  more 
readily  explain  verbally,  if  your  time  permitted,  than  in  this  commu- 
nication) directed  Mr.  Clark  to  cause  us  to  proceed  with  the  work  of 
the  basement  of  said  north  front,  with  which  we  are  now  progressing; 
but  after  which  he  concluded  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  all  that 
part  of  the  work  above  the  basement,  and  received  those  proposals  a 
week  or  two  before  the  close  of  the  late  administration,  and  then  left 
the  whole  matter  undecided  and  open. 

We  now  most  respectfully  ask  your  honor's  attention  to  an  exami- 
nation of  our  contract  before  you  finally  dispose  of  the  case ;  it  can 
be  found  in  Ex.  Doc.  No.  28,  House  of  Representatives ,  first  session 
Thirty-first  Congress,  and  particularly  to  that  clause  of  it  which  is  in 
the  following  words : 

^'And  it  is  further  agreed  by  and  between  the  said  parties,  that 
should  any  addition  or  abatement  of  the  work  described  and  on  the 
drawings  to  be  furnished  by  the  said  superintendent  not  of  a  character 
described  in  this  contract  be  made  by  him,  timely  notice  thereof  in 
writing  shall  be  given  to  the  said  P.  &  T.  Berry  by  the  said  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Buildings,  and  the  work  thus  in  addition  or  abate- 
ment to  be  rated  and  paid  for  or  deducted  according  to  the  prices 
hereunto  annexed,  as  near  as  may  be,  on  the  valuation  of  said  super- 
intendent." 

It  has  been  thoroughly  tested  that  we  have  been  receiving  no  more 
than  a  fair  and  reasonable  compensation  under  our  contract  for  the 
work,  all  circumstances  considered ;  besides,  the  work  of  the  haie 
ment,  that  we  have  now  in  progress,  is,  in  price,  if  carefiiUy  analyzed, 
below  the  average  of  the  bids  received  by  the  late  Secretary. 

We  have  all  the  fixtures  and  facilities  now  on  hand  to  do  the  wo^ 
promptly,  as  you  can  be  readily  informed ;  and  it  is  our  firm  con- 
viction that  the  government  would  in  the  end  be  greatly  the  gainer 
by  continuing  us  to  the  close  of  the  work.  As  regards  our  character 
and  standing,  if  necessary,  we  could  refer  you  to  many  distinguished 
friends  of  your  own,  among  them  the  Honorable  R.  W.  Johnson,  of 
Arkansas. 

With  the  highest  consideration  and  respect,  we  are  your  obedient 
servants^ 

P.  &  T.  BERRY 

Hon.  Jacob  Thompson, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


< 
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Dear  Sir:  I  propose  to  furnish  granite,  hauling,  dressing,  and  set- 
ting, including  all  machinery  and  expenses,  for  the  north  front  of  the 
Patent  Office,  for  the  following  prices : 

Guhe  stone,  per  superficial  foot |1  16 

Beds  and  bills,  per  superficial  foot 23 

Extra  cube  stone,  per  cubic  foot 68 

Cornice  in  two  beds,  per  superficial  foot 2  10 

Blocking  course,  per  superficial  foot 90 

Frieze  to  entablatures,  per  superficial  foot 1  36 

Architrave,  per  superficial  foot 1  16 

Drops  to  cornice,  per  lineal  foot 60 

Triglyphs,  each 17  90 

Caps  of  pilasters,  each 36  00 

Channels  of  basement,  per  lineal  foot 40 

Window  sills,  per  superficial  foot 90 

The  granite  to  be  of  the  same  quality  as  that  now  being  used  in 
the  Post  Office  extension,  so  well  known  to  the  heads  of  departments 
as  the  ''Baltimore"  county  granite. 

Very  respectfully,  M.  B.  EMERY. 

Hon.  R.  McClelland, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior, 


QuiNCY,  Mass.,  February  14,  1867. 

Sir:  The  undersigned  propose  to  ftirnish  all  the  granite  required 
above  the  sub-basement  story  in  the  erection  of  the  north  front  of 
the  Patent  Office  building,  including  hauling,  dressing,  setting, 
machinery  and  other  expenses ;  the  stone  to  be  of  the  same  quarry  as 
those  in  the  west  wing,  and  hammered  and  set  equally  as  well^  in  all 
respects,  as  those  furnished  for  the  west  wing,  which  shall  be  the 
sample  for  this,  if  it  is  the  wish  of  the  department,  both  in  stalk  and 
workmanship,  or  other  stone  will  be  furnished,  if  required,  and 
agreeable  to  your  advertisement,  dated  December  18,  1866,  and  be  all 
completed  within  eighteen  months,  or  less  time,  if  the  department 
should  require  it,  for  the  following  prices,  viz : 

Cube  stone,  per  superficial  foot,  at |1  25 

Beds  and  bills,  per  superficial  foot,  at 19 

Extra  cube  stone,  per  cubic  foot,  at 70 

Cornice  in  two  beds,  per  superficial  foot,  at 1  00 

Blocking  course,  per  superficial  foot,  at 1  00 

Frieze  to  entablatures,  per  superficial  foot,  at 1  60 

Architrave,  per  superficial  foot,  at 1  60 

Drops  to  cornice,  per  lineal  foot,  at 4  00 

Triglyphs,  each  at 36  00 

Caps  to  pilasters,  each  at 96  00 

Channels  of  basement,  per  lineal  foot,  at 22 

Window  sills,  per  superficial  foot,  at 66 

E.  C.  SARGENT. 

E.  FRED^IBICB.. 
Hon.  B.  McClelland, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
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Know  all  men  by  these  presents:  That  we,  E.  C.  Sargent,  of 
Qnincy,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  and  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts, stone-cutter,  as  principal,  Eleazer  Frederick,  of  Quincy,  Massa- 
chusetts, also  as  principal,  and  A.  W.  Bussell,  of  said  Quincy,  and 
Octavius  T.  Rogers,  of  Milton,  in  said  State  of  Massachusetts,  u 
sureties,  are  held  and  stand  firmly  bound  and  obliged  unto  the  United 
States  of  America  in  the  full  and  just  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  to 
be  paid  unto  the  said  United  States  or  their  assigns  ;  to  which  pay- 
ment, well  and  truly  to  be  made,  we  bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  execoton. 
and  administrators,  firmly  by  these  presents. 

Sealed  with  our  seals.  Dated  the  thirteenth  day  of  February,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  fifty-seven. 

The  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such  that,  whereas  the  above 
bounden  E.  C.  Sargent,  stone-cutter  and  master  workman,  has  made 
proposals  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior  of  the  said  United  States 
to  furnish  such  granite  and  granite  work  as  may  be  required  above 
the  sub-basement  story  in  the  erection  of  the  north  front  of  the  Patent 
Office  building,  upon  the  specifications  and  conditions  advertised  bj 
said  department:  now,  if  the  said  proposals  shall  be  accepted,  and  the 
said  Sargent,  on  being  notified  thereof,  shall  enter  into  and  execute  t 
contract  and  bond  with  and  to  the  United  States  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  the  same,  in  such  final  sum  as  the  said  department  mtj 
require,  with  proper  and  sufficient  sureties,  then  this  bond  and  obli- 
gation shall  be  void ;  otherwise  to  remain  in  full  force. 

ELEAZER  FREDERICK,    [seal.] 
E.  C.  SARGENT,  ^       ^ 

A.  W.  RUSSELL, 
OCTAVIUS  T.  ROGERS. 


In  presence  of — 

EuAS  Hook, 
B.  F.  Halleit. 

Charles  Davis,  witness  to  Russell  &  Rogers. 


SEAL. 
SEAL. 
SEAL. 


Office  of  the  United  States  District  Attorney, 

District  of  MaaaachuaettSy  Febraary  14,  1857. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  sureties,  A.  W.  Russell  and  Octavius  T. 
Rogers,  who  have  signed  the  within  guarantee,  are  known  to  me  as 
residents  of  this  district  and  citizens  of  the  United  States^  and  that  I 
believe  them  to  be  amply  sufficient  for  the  amount  thereof^  and  thai 
the  guarantee  is  good, 

B.  F.  HALLETT, 

United  States  Attorney. 


Washington,  February  18,  1857. 

We,  the  undersigned,  propose  to  covenant  with  the  United  States 
to  furnish  the  granite  and  execute  the  cutting  and  hammering  and 
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setting  of  same,  agreeable  to  your  advertisement,  for  north  front  of 
Patent  Office. 

Cube  stone,  per  superficial  foot $1  06 

Beds  and  bills,  per  superficial  foot. i 18 

Extra  cube  stone,  per  cubic  foot 68 

Cornice  in  beds,  per  superficial  foot 1  24 

Blocking  course,  per  superficial  foot 96 

Frieze  to  entablature,  per  superficial  foot 1  10 

Architrave,  per  superficial  foot 1  30 

Drops  to  cornice,  per  lineal  foot 1  00 

Triglyphs,  each 38  00 

Gaps  of  pilasters,  each 75  30 

Channels  of  basement,  per  lineal  foot 21 

Window  sills,  per  superficial  foot 70 

We  propose  to  furnish  granite  similar  in  kind  and  quality  to  that 

used  in  the  wings  of  the  building,  and  finish  the  same  in  fifteen  months 
from  date  of  completion  of  basement. 

SAMUEL  CASSIDY  &  CO. 

Hon.  Secretakt  of  the  Interior. 


QuiNCY,  Massachusetts,  February  14,  1857. 

Sir  :  The  Granite  Railway  Company,  of  Quincy ,  Massachusetts,  and 
William  C.  Poland,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  hereby  offer  to  furnish, 
under  your  advertisement  of  December  18,  1856,  all  the  granite  re- 
quired in  the  erection  of  the  north  front  of  the  Patent  Office  building, 
including  material,  hauling,  dressing,  setting,  machinery,  and  other 
expenses,  and  complete  the  same  within  one  year  and  four  months 
from  date,  according  to  the  following  schedule  of  prices,  viz: 

Cube  stone,  ner  superficial  foot $1  35 

Beds  and  bills,  per  superficial  foot 17 

Extra  cube  stone,  per  cubic  foot 70 

Cornice  in  two  beds,  per  superficial  foot 1  12 

Blocking  course,  per  superncial  foot 1  09 

Frieze  to  entablature,  per  superficial  foot 1  45 

Architrave,  per  superficial  foot 1  35 

Drops  to  cornice,  per  lineal  foot 6  00 

Triglyphs,  each 45  00 

Caps  01  pilasters,  each 78  00 

Channels  of  basement,  per  lineal  foot 33 

Window  sills,  per  superficial  foot 55 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

GRANITE  RAILWAY  COMPANY, 
By  J.  B.  WHITCHER,  Agent, 
WM.  C.  POLAND. 
Hon.  R.  McClelland, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
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We  herewith  inclose  guarantee. 

In  consequence  of  the  interruption  of  communication  between  Bos- 
ton and  Washington,  our  sample  has  not  arrived  ;  one  may  be  seen  it 
the  Treasury  Department. 


Boston,  MASSAcmiSErrs,  February  9, 1851. 

We,  the  undersigned,  W.  D.  Ticknor,  of  Boston,  and  George  Pen- 
niman,  of  Milton,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  as  guarantors,  hereby 
bind  ourselves  in  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  that  the  aboie 
named  Granite  Railway  Company  and  William  C.  Poland  will  if 
their  offer  be  accepted,  enter  mto  contract,  as  before  required,  with 
the  United  States  ;  and,  in  case  of  their  failure  to  do  so,  we  bind  our- 
selves to  pay  the  above  sum  to  the  United  States. 

W.  D.  TICKNOR, 
GEORGE  PENNIMAN. 
Witness  to  signatures : 

Henrt  L.  Hallett. 
C.  P.  Thompson. 

District  of  Massachusetts, 

February  9,  1857. 

.  I  certify  that  the  above-named  W.  D.  Ticknor  and  George  Penni- 
man  are  known  to  me  to  be  good  and  responsible  guarantors  in  this 
case,  and  are  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  residents  in  this  district. 

B.  F.  HALLETT, 

United  States  Attorney. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

February  27,  1857. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  proposals  issued  by  the  department  for  ike 
erection  of  the  north  front  of  the  Patent  OflSce,  various  bids  have  been 
received,  opened,  and  the  various  calculations  made  in  relation  to  the 
quantity  of  work  and  the  bids  therefor,  res^tively  ;  but  being  de- 
sirous of  your  advice  and  opinion  as  to  which  of  said  bids  for  the 
franite  work  and  which  for  the  marble  work  is  the  lowest  and  best 
id,  under  all  the  circumstances,  for  the  government,  I  have  addressed 
a  letter  to  Mr.  Walter,  the  architect,  and  also  to  Captain  Meigs,  re- 
questing their  attendance  at  your  office  on  to-morrow  morning,  a^ 
eleven  o'clock,  in  order  that  I  can  avail  myself  of  the  aid  which  the 
opinions  of  the  three  cannot  fail  to  afford  me,  in  the  determination  I 
am  officially  called  upon  to  make. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  McClelland, 

Secretary. 
Commissioner  of  Patents. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  February  28,  1857. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  examining  the  schedule  and  bids  we  assume  that  the 
esults  of  the  calculations  lurnished  to  us  are  correct,  and  we  find  that 
he  lowest  bidder  for  marble  and  marble  work,  Mr.  William  Ruther- 
brd,  has  not  complied  with  the  conditions  of  the  advertisement,  which 
equired  the  time  of  completion  to  be  specified.  We  think  that  good 
aith  to  the  bidders  requires  this  bid,  therefore,  to  be  rejected. 

The  next  lowest  bidder  is  J.  F.  Connolly,  whose  bid  amounts  to 
574,746  81.  As  the  specimen  of  marble  supplied  by  him  appears  to 
)e  of  the  quality  required  by  the  advertisement,  we  recommend  that 
he  contract  be  assigned  to  him,  if,  upon  examination  of  his  quarry 
)y  the  architect  or  some  proper  person  under  the  direction  of  tie  de- 
>artment,  it  appears  to  be  capable  of  furnishing  a  sufficient  quantity 
>f  the  proper  material. 

We  recommend  that  he  be  required  to  give  $20,000  security  for  the 
intire  and  satisfactory  completion  of  the  contract  within  the  time  speci- 
ied,  which  is  twelve  months  from  the  time  when  the  walls  will  be  ready 
o  commence  setting  the  marble. 

We  also  recommend  that  the  specimen  of  marble  submitted  by  him 
)e  carefully  preserved  to  avoid  dispute  hereafter  as  to  its  quality. 

Among  the  bids  for  &;ranite  work  we  find  the  lowest  bid  to  be  that 
\i  Gault  &  Brother,  which  amounts  to  $38,553  86.  We  think  this 
rid  too  low,  and  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  complete  the  work  for 
he  prices  named.  In  view  of  the  delays  which  always  result  from 
entering  into  such  contracts — delays  which  no  security  will  prevent — 
ve  cannot  recommend  that  this  bid  be  accepted. 

The  next  lowest  bid  is  that  of  Mr.  Gilbert  Cameron.  It  amounts  to 
(50^562  97.  The  specimen  of  material  submitted  is  so  much  inferior 
o  that  offered  by  the  next  bidders,  Samuel  Cassidy  &  Co.,  amounting 
o  $50,889  04,  who  offer  to  furnish  the  same  material  as  that  used  in 
he  wings  of  the  building,  that  the  difference  in  cost  ($326  07)  will 
)e  more  than  compensated  by  the  difference  in  the  appearance  of  the 
milding. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  contract  be  assigned  to  Samuel 
yassidy  &  Co.,  they  to  be  required  to  give  security  in  $20,000  for  its 
ntire  completion  of  the  same  material  as  the  wings,  and  within  fifteen 
nonths  from  the  completion  of  the  basement. 

CHARLES  MASON, 
THOMAS  U.  WALTER, 
M.  C.  MEIGS, 

Committee  of  Inspection. 

The  SfiCRBTARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR. 


Articles  of  agreement  made  and  concluded  this  twenty-first  day  of 
Ipril,  A.   D.  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  between   John  B. 
Hake,  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Buildings,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the 
Jnited  States,  on  the  one  part,  and  John  E.  OoiiTLoXV^  ^  tsl'w^'^  tsmmb^^^^ 
►nd  contractor  for  executing  the  marble  'woxk  o^  ^J^*^  \va\^  Sx^'^  A 
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the  Patent  Office  building,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  on  the  other 
part: 

Whereas,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  the  eighteenth  day  of 
August,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-six,  an  appropriation  was 
made  towards  erecting  the  north  front  of  the  Patent  Office  building, 
and  it  is  intended  to  use  in  the  erection  of  said  north  front  a  quantity 
of  marble  and  marble  work  ; 

And  whereas  the  said  John  F.  Connolly  is  willing  and  does  hereby 
undertake  and  contract  to  provide  marble,  equal  to  the  specimen  fur- 
nished, and  cut  and  set  the  same  in  the  said  north  front,  in  the  best 
and  most  workmanlike  manner,  according  to  the  directions,  and  sub- 
ject to  the  approval  of  the  superintendent  in  charge  thereof ; 

Now,  therefore,  it  is  agreed  by  and  between  the  parties  hereto,  in 
the  manner  following : 

On  the  part  of  the  said  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Buildings,  it  is 
hereby  covenanted  and  agreed  with  the  said  John  F.  Connolly — 

That,  in  consideration  of  the  materials  hereby  stipulated  to  be  fur- 
nished, and  work  to  be  done,  and  on  the  conditions  hereinafter  speci- 
fied, the  said  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings  will  pay,  or  cause  to 
be  paid,  to  the  said  John  F.  Connolly,  as  the  work  progresses,  at 
periods  not  oftener  than  once  a  month,  the  value  of  the  work  as 
actually  done  and  set  in  the  wall,  on  the  approval  of  the  superintend- 
ent, according  to  the  prices  as  hereinafter  stated,  reserving  in  all 
cases  ten  per  cent,  as  collateral  security  for  the  fulfillment  of  this 
contract  in  the  time  and  manner  specified ;  the  sum  accruing  from 
these  ten  per  cent,  reservations,  as  collateral  security,  to  be  after- 
wards paid  to  the  said  John  F.  Connolly  only  when  this  contract  shall 
have  been  fully  executed  and  complied  with.  All  payments  to  be 
made  by  the  said  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings  to  the  said  John 
F.  Connolly,  to  be  upon  the  certificate  of  the  superintendent  in  charge, 
or  such  other  person  as  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings  may 
designate. 

And  on  the  part  of  the  said  John  F.  Connolly,  it  is  hereby  cove- 
nanted and  agreed,  as  follows : 

That,  in  consideration  of  the  said  payments  to  be  made  to  him,  he 
shall  and  will,  at  his  own  proper  cost  and  expense,  provide  all  marble 
required  in  the  erection  of  the  said  north  front,  prepare  and  set  the 
same  in  due  time,  agreeably  to  the  designs,  plans,  and  directions  of 
the  superintendent  in  charge,  in  the  best  and  most  workmanlike  man- 
ner. ^  The  said  marble  to  be  furnished  from  the  quarries  at  Texas,  in 
Baltimore  county,  Maryland,  and  to  be  the  best  white  quality,  fully 
equal  to  the  specimen  ;  and  also,  at  his  own  proper  cost  and  expense, 
provide  the  necessary  scaffolding,  rigging,  tools ;  and  also,  all  the 
materials  and  labor,  and  hauling  of  all  kinds  required  or  employed  in 
transporting,  removing,  preparing,  and  setting  the  same  ;  the  said 
marble  to  be  worked  in  the  city  of  Washington.  And  the  said  John 
F.  Connolly  further  agrees,  under  the  penalty  of  the  forfeiture  of  the 
percentage  retained,  to  finish  the  marble  work  in  twelve  months  after 
the  sub-basement  is  ready  to  receive  the  marble  work,  provided  he  shall 
not  be  obstructed  \)y  t\i^  de\wj%  oi  t\!iA  other  departments  of  the  work 
over  which  he  liaa  lio  coxittoV. 
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And  it  is  further  agreed  by  and  between  tbe  said  parties,  that 
should  any  addition  or  abatement  of  the  work  enumerated  in  the 
schedule  be  made,  it  shall  b^  valued,  by  the  superintendent,  pro  rata 
with  the  prices  in  the  following  schedule : 

Cube  stone,  per  superficial  foot %\  27 

Beds  and  bills,  per  superficial  foot 24 

Extra  cube  stone,  per  cubic  foot 1  09 

Cornice,  in  two  beds,  per  superficial  foot 1  33 

Blocking  course,  per  superficial  foot 84 

Frieze  to  entablature,  per  superficial  foot 1  08 

Architrave,  per  superficial  foot 1  08 

Drops  to  cornice,  per  lineal  foot 1  08 

Triglyphs,  each 30  00 

Caps  of  pilasters,  each 79  20 

Channels  of  basement,  per  lineal  foot 18 

Marble  tiling,  per  superficial  foot 74 

Window  sills,  per  superficial  foot 72 

And  it  is  hereby  further  agreed  by  and  between  the  said  parties, 
:  that  should  the  said  John  F.  Connolly  at  any  time  during  the  pro- 
>  gress  of  the  work,  have  any  quantity  of  materials  cut  and  ready  for 
'  setting,  which  he  is  unable  to  set  in  the  building  by  reason  of  the 
\  other  branches  not  being  suflficiently  advanced,  the  same,  if  required 
{  by  him,  shall  be  valued  and  paid  for,  deducting  ten  per  cent,  as  the 
i  assumed  cost  of  setting,  as  well  as  the  ten  per  cent,  reserved  as 
I  collateral  security. 

!  And  for  the  true  and  faithful  performance  of  all  and  singular  the 
J  covenants,  articles,  and  agreements  hereinbefore  particularly  set  forth, 
s  the  subscribers  hereunto  bind  themselves,  jointly  and  severally,  their 
i  and  each  of  their  successors,  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators. 

It  is  also  expressly  understood  by  and  between  the  parties  hereto, 

:  that  if  Congress  should  fail  to  make  the  appropriations  necessary  to 

carry  on  the  erection  of  the  said  north  front,  then,  in  such  case,  the 

execution  of  this  contract  shall  be  suspended  without  thereby  creating 

any  claim  upon  the  United  States  by  said  contract. 

In  witness  whereof,  they  have  hereunto  interchangeably  set  their 
hands  and  seals,  the  day  and  year  first  hereinbefore  written. 

JNO.  B.  BLAKE, 
JOHN  F.  CONNOLLY. 
In  presence  of — 

R.  J.  Roche, 
GnEOORY  Ennis. 


Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  John  F.  Connolly,  John 
B.  Connolly,  and  Thomas  F.  Connolly,  are  held  and  firmly  bound 
unto  the  United  States  of  America  in  the  full  and  just  sum  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars  in  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  to  be  paid  to 
the  United  States,  or  to  its  proper  agent  or  attorney  duly  authorized 
to  receive  the  same,  to  which  payment,  well  and  truly  to  be  made,  we 
'bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and  as«l^\SL^^\:cL 
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the  whole  and  for  the  whole,  jointly  and  aeverally,  firmly  by  these 
presents,  sealed  with  our  seals  this  twenty-sevemth  day  of  April,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven. 

The  condition  of  the  above  obligation  is  such  that  if  John  F.  Con- 
nolly, his  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  do  and  shall 
well  and  truly  execute  and  comply  with,  in  all  its  conditions,  a  con- 
tract entered  into  by  said  John  F.  Connolly  on  the  one  part,  and 
John  B.  Blake,  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Buildings,  for  and  in 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  of  the  other  part,  dated  the  twenty-first 
day  of  April,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  and  hereto 
prefixed,  by  which  the  said  John  F.  Connolly  has  contracted  to 
nirnish,  cut,  and  set  the  marble  work  for  and  in  the  north  front  of  the 
Patent  Office  building,  at  his  own  proper  cost,  and  upon  the  terms 
and  conditions  therein  stipulated,  then  the  above  obligation  to  be  void 
and  of  none  effect ;  otherwise  to  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue  in  law. 


JOHN  F.  CONNOLLY, 
JOHN  B.  CONNOLLY, 
THOMAS  F.  CONNOLLY, 


L.  8. 
L.  S. 
L.  S. 


Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  presence  of — 
Wm.  Meade  Addison, 
John  L.  Hanan. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  parties  to  the  foregoing  bond  are  personal! j 
known  to  me,  and  that  I  believe  them  to  be  good  and  sufficient  for  the 
amount  of  the  penalty  herein  specified — the  two  last  named  obligors 
being  of  themselves  sufficient. 

WM.  MEADE  ADDISON, 
United  States  Attorney  for  the  District  of  Maryland, 
Baltimore,  April  27,  1857. 

Approved,  May  11,  1857. 

J.  THOMPSON, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior, 


Articles  of  agreement  made  and  concluded  this  first  day  of  Maj, 
anno  Domini  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  between  John  B. 
Blake,  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Buildings,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  first  part,  and  Samuel  Cassidy  and  William 
Higgins,  doing  business  under  the  firm  of  Cassidy  &  Co.,  granite- 
cutters,  and  contractors  for  executing  the  granite  work  of  the  north 
front  of  the  Patent  Office  building,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  of  the 
second  part. 

Whereas,  by  an  act  of  Congress  approved  the  eighteenth  day  of 
August,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-six,  an  appropriation  was 
made  towards  erecting  the  north  front  of  the  Patent  Office  building ; 
and  it  is  intended  to  use  in  the  erection  of  said  north  front  a  quantity 
of  granite  and  granite  work. 

And  whereas  tke  wv^  ^x\\^%  oi  Wi<^  %^^!jQtLd  part  do  hereby  under- 
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take  and  contract  to  do  all  the  granite  work  above  the  sub-basement 
story,  and  provide  granite  equal  to  that  used  in  the  rear  of  the  wings 
of  the  said  Patent  Office  building,  and  to  cut  and  set  the  same  in  the 
said  north  front  in  the  most  workmanlike  manner,  according  to  the 
directions  and  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  superintendent  in  charge 
thereof — 

Now,  therefore,  it  is  agreed  by  and  between  the  parties  hereto  in 
the  manner  following : 

On  the  part  of  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  it  is  hereby  cove- 
nanted and  agreed  to,  and  with  the  said  party  of  the  second  part: 
That,  in  consideration  of  the  materials  hereby  stipulated  to  be  fur- 
nished and  work  to  be  done,  and  on  the  conditions  hereinafter  specified, 
the  said  party  of  the  first  part  will  pay,  or  cause  to  be  paid,  to  the  said 
party  of  the  second  part,  as  the  work  progresses,  at  periods  not  ofkener 
than  once  a  month,  the  value  of  the  work  as  actually  done  and  set  in 
wall,  on  the  approval  of  the  superintendent,  according  to  the  prices 
as  hereinafter  stated ;  reserving  in  all  cases  ten  per  cent,  as  collateral 
security  for  the  fulfillment  of  this  contract  in  the  time  and  manner 
specified ;  the  sum  accruing  from  these  ten  per  cent,  reservations,  as 
collateral  security,  to  be  afterwards  paid  to  the  said  party  of  the 
second  part  only  when  this  contract  shall  have  been  fully  executed 
and  complied  with ;  all  payments  to  be  made  to  be  upon  the  certificate 
of  the  superintendent  in  charge,  or  such  other  person  as  the  Commis- 
sioDer  of  the  Public  Buildings  may  designate. 

And  on  the  part  of  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  it  is  hereby 
covenanted  and  agreed  as  follows : 

That  in  consideration  of  the  said  payments  to  be  made  to  them, 
they  shall  and  will,  at  their  own  proper  cost  and  expense,  provide  all 
granite  required  above  the  sub-basement  story  in  the  erection  of  the 
said  north  front ;  prepare  and  set  the  same  in  due  time,  agreeably  to 
the  designs,  plans,  and  directions  of  the  superintendent  in  charge,  in 
the  best  and  most  workmanlike  manner ;  the  said  granite  to  be  equal 
in  quality  to  that  used  in  the  rear  of  the  wings  of  the  said  Patent 
Office  building ;  and  also,  at  their  own  cost  and  expense,  provide  the 
necessary  scaffolding,  rigging,  tools,  and  also  all  the  materials  and 
labor,  and  hauling  of  all  kinds  required  or  employed  in  transporting, 
preparing,  and  setting  the  same. 

And  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  further  agree,  under  the  pen- 
alty of  the  forfeiture  of  the  percentage  retained,  to  finish  the  granite 
work  in  fifteen  Inonths  after  the  sub-basement  is  ready  to  receive  the 
granite  work,  provided  they  shall  not  be  obstructed  by  delays  of  the 
other  departments  of  the  work,  over  which  they  have  no  control. 

And  it  is  further  agreed  by  and  between  the  said  parties,  that  should 
any  addition  or  abatement  of  the  work  enumerated  in  the  schedule  be 
made^  it  shall  be  valued  by  the  superintendent  j>ro  rata  with  the  prices 
in  the  following  schedule: 

Cube  stone,  per  superficial  foot $1  06 

Beds  and  bills,  per  superficial  foot 18 

Extra  cube  stone,  per  cubic  foot 6& 

Cornice  in  two  beas,  per  superficial  foot ^^  ^^ 

Blocking  course,  per -superficial  foot ^^ 
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Frieze  to  entablature,  per  superficial  foot |l  10 

Architrave,  per  superficial  foot 1  30 

Drops  to  cornice,  per  lineal  foot 1  00 

Triglyphs,  each 38  00 

Caps  of  pilasters,  each 75  30 

Channels  of  basement,  per  lineal  foot 21 

Window  sills,  per  superficial  foot "JO 

And  it  is  further  agreed  by  and  between  the  said  parties,  that  should 
the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  at  any  time  during  the  progress  of 
the  work,  have  any  quantity  of  materials  cut  and  ready  jot  setting, 
which  they  are  unable  to  set  in  the  building  by  reason  of  the  other 
branches  not  being  sufficiently  advanced,  the  same,  if  required  by 
them,  shall  be  valued  and  paid  for,  deducting  ten  per  cent,  as  the  as- 
sumed cost  of  setting,  as  well  as  the  ten  per  cent,  reserved  as  collateral 
security.     The  work  to  be  measured  as  that  in  the  wings. 

And,  for  the  true  and  faithful  performance  of  all  and  singular  the 
covenants,  articles,  and  agreements  hereinbefore  particularly  set  forth, 
the  subscribers  hereunto  bind  themselves,  jointly  and  severally,  their 
and  each  of  their  successors,  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators. 

It  is  also  expressly  understood,  by  and  between  the  parties  hereto, 
that,  if  Congress  should  fail  to  make  the  appropriation  necessary  to 
carry  on  the  erection  of  the  said  north  front,  then,  in  such  case,  the 
execution  of  this  contract  shall  be  suspended,  without  thereby  creating 
any  claim  upon  the  United  States  by  said  contractors. 

In  witness  whereof  they  have  hereunto  interchangeably  set  their 
hands  and  seals,  the  day  and  year  first  hereinbefore  written. 

JOHN  B.  BLAKE, 
SAMUEL  CASSIDY, 
WILLIAM  HIGGINS. 

In  presence  of — 

W.  P.   MOHUN, 
K.  J.  KOCHE. 


Enow  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  Thomas  Berry  and  Fran- 
cis Mohun  and  Samuel  Cassidy  and  William  Higgins,  are  held  and 
firmly  bound  unto  the  United  States  of  America  in  the  full  and  just 
sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  paid  to  the  United  States,  or  to  its  proper  agent  or  attorney  duly 
authorized  to  receive  the  same,  to  which  payment^  well  and  truly  to 
be  made,  we  bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and 
assigns,  in  the  whole  and  for  the  whole,  Jointly  and  severally,  firmly 
by  these  presents,  sealed  with  our  seals,  this  fourth  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven. 

The  condition  of  the  above  obligation  is  such  that  if  the  said  Samuel 
Cassidy  and  William  Higgins,  doing  business  under  the  firm  of 
Cassidy  &  Co.,  their  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  do 
and  shall  well  and  truly  execute  and  comply  with,  in  all  its  condi- 
tions, a  contract  entered  into  by  said  Cassidy  &  Co.,  on  the  one  part, 
and  John  B.  "Blake,  Comxmasivo\ve.\  ^^  the  Public  Buildings,  for  and  in 
behalf  of  the  United  ^taX^^,  cA  >3tkfc  o>JciKt  ^^\\,^^^\fc\>2^^^T^t  day  of 
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May,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  and  hereto  prefixed,  hy 
which  the  said  Cassidy  &  Co.  have  contracted  to  furnish,  cut,  and  set 
the  granite  work  for  and  in  the  north  front  of  the  Patent  Office  build- 
ing, at  their  own  proper  cost,  and  upon  the  terms  and  conditions  therein 
stipulated,  then  tne  above  obligation  to  be  void  and  of  none  effect, 
otherwise  to  remain  in  fiill  force  and  virtue  in  law. 

THOMAS  BERKY, 
FRANCIS  MOHUN, 
WILLIAM  HIGGINS, 
SAMUEL  CASSIDY, 
In  presence  of — 

William  N.  Keep, 
J.  W.  Burns. 

The  names  of  Samuel  Cassidy  and  jWilliam  Higgins  signed  in 
presence  of — 

0.  W.  MOORB, 

Thomas  H.  Baird,  jr. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  parties  to  the  foregoing  bond  are  personally 
known  to  me,  and  that  I  believe  them  to  be  good  and  sufficient  for  the 
amount  of  the  penalty  therein  specified. 

PHILIP  BARTON  KEY, 

United  States  Attorney. 
Approved  May  11,  1857. 

J.  THOMPSON. 

Ex.  Doc.  54 3 


36th  Congress,  )  SENATE.  ( Ex.  Doc. 

let  Session.     \  I    No.  55. 


REPORT 


OF 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR, 


IN   ANSWER  to 


A  resoltUion  of  the  Senate  of  inquiry  whether  any  orders  have  been  issued 
by  his  directions  by  which  a  preference  is  directed  to  be  given  to  spe- 
cified individuals  in  contracts,  purchases,  or  in  furnishing  supplies. 


June  22,  1860. — Read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


War  Department,  June  21,  1860. 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  Senate  on  the 
13th  instant,  directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  communicate  to  that 
body  ''whether  any  orders  have  been  issued  by  his  direction  from  the 
Quartermaster  General,  Commissary  General,  or  ordinance  officers,  by 
which  a  preference  is  directed  to  be  given  to  specified  individuals  in 
contracts,  purchases,  or  in  furnishing  supplies  under  either  of  their 
departments,  and,  if  so,  that  he  report  the  reasons  for  not  allowing 
competition  in  those  cases ;  and  that  the  report  be  made  at  this  session 
of  Congress." 

I  simply  have  the  honor  to  say,  that  a  full  answer  to  this  resolution 
might  be  made  in  the  simple  statement  that  I  have  never  given  any 
order  to  any  officer  named,  or  to  any  other  '*  by  which  a  preference  was 
directed  to  be  given  to  a  specified  individual,  in  contracts,  purchases, 
or  furnishing  supplies,"  in  ''which  competition  was  not  allowed." 
But  as  special  reference  is  made  to  certain  officers,  I  deem  it  proper  to 
report  fully  to  the  Senate  the  detailed  transactions  in  each  of  these 
bureaus,  that  my  action  in  all  these  matters  may  fully  and  distinctly 
appear. 

ify  order  to  the  Quartermaster  General,  the  first  officer  concerning 
whom  the  resolution  makes  inquiry,  will  ftilly  appear  from  the  accom- 
panying report  from  that  office,  which  I  have  directed  to  be  made  with 
careful  and  minute  detail. 

From  this  report  and  the  accompanying  official  communications  from 
the  Quartermaster  General  to  me,  the  Senate  will  see  that  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  service  imperatively  demanded  that  my  orders  to  the  quar- 
masters  should  be  ^i^en  to  procure  the  supplies.  I  waited,  to  the  last 
moment,  with  the  hope  that  appropriations  might  be  made  to  furnish 
supplies  in  the  ordinary  manner. 

On  the  17th  of  February,  1857, 1  received  from  tVi^  (^\3AxVi^\\&!^\j^^ 
General  a  letter,  of  which  the  following  is  an  exltauc^-. 
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''It  is  time  that  all  of  the  arrangements  of  the  quartermaster*! 
department  were  being  made  for  the  operations  in  Utah  already 
ordered ;  but  the  appropriations,  as  you  are  aware,  are  entirely  ex- 
hausted, and  nothing  can  be  done,  either  in  the  procurement  of  sup- 
Elies,  of  the  means  of  transportation,  or  of  cavalry  and  artillery 
orses,  unless  an  appropriation  be  speedily  made  by  Congress,  or  the 
Secretary  of  War  exercise  the  authority  vested  in  him  by  the  sixth 
section  of  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  '  An  act  in  addition  to  the  seve 
ral  acts  of  Congress  for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of  the  Treas- 
ury, War,  and  Navy  Departments,'  approved  May  1,  1820,  which 
authorizes  contracts  to  be  made,  without  appropriations  for  their  fulfill- 
ment for  the  subsistence  and  clothing  of  the  army,  and  for  the  quar- 
termaster's department. 

'' Hoping  that  the  necessary  appropriations  would  be  made,  I  hare 
delayed  asking  your  attention  to  the  act  above-mentioned  from  day  to 
day,  and  week  to  week,  until  it  would  perhaps  be  jeopardizing  the  best 
interests  of  the  service  to  delay  longer." 

Although  a  due  regard  to  the  best  economy  for  the  service  might 
have  prompted  me  then  to  give  the  orders  desired,  I  preferred  to  wait 
still  further  the  action  of  Congress.  On  the  5th  of  March,  the  follow- 
ing letter  was  written  to  me  by  the  Quartermaster  General,  presenting 
such  a  picture  of  the  public  service,  that  I  could  no  longer  hesitate  to 
perform  what  was  an  obvious  duty. 

'^Quartermaster  General's  Office, 

*'  Washington,  March  5,  1858. 

^'Sir:  The  appropriations  for  the  quartermaster's  department  are 
entirely  exhaused,  and  the  service  is  everywhere  paralyzed  for  the 

want  of  means." 

*  m  *  *  *  *  m  « 

''The  estimates  now  on  my  table  from  the  military  departments  and 

?osts  throughout  our  territory,  extending  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
^acific,  and  from  the  Kennebec  and  Puget's  Sound,  to  Florida  Point 
and  Arizona,  including  the  drafts  before-mentioned,  exceed  a  million 
and  a  half  of  dollars.  If  appropriations  cannot  be  obtained  in  a  very 
few  days,  I  most  respectfully  but  urgently  recommend  that  the  power 
vested  in  the  Secretary  of  War  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  Ist  of 
May,  1820,  which  authorizes  contracts  for  the  subsistence  and  clothing 
of  the  army,  and  for  the  quartermaster's  department,  without  appro- 
priations, be  exercised.  Every  hour's  delay  will  add  to  the  expendi- 
ture. 

"THOMAS  S.  JESUP, 

"  Quartermaster  General. 
'*Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

'^ Secretary  of  War,  Washington  city.'* 

When  the  supplies,  then  absolutely  necessary  for  the  service,  were 
procured  under  the  orders  then  given,  every  precaution  was  taken  to 
insure  the  purchase  of  them  at  the  cheapest  rates.  And,  whilst  no 
article,  as  for  as  I  know  or  ever  heard,  was  bought  above  the  market 
^i-ice,  some  important  supplies  were  purchased  at  very  material  re- 
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ductions  on  prices  formerly  paid.  I  may  instance  the  important  item 
of  wagons,  upon  which  a  reduction  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  was 
effected,  and  which  is,  no  douht,  permanent. 

In  the  commissary's  department  I  have,  on  two  occasions,  ordered 
contracts  to  be  made ;  they  are  set  forth  in  the  accompanying  report 
from  that  bureau. 

It  will  be  remembered  by  the  Senate  that  a  very  large  reduction  was 
made  by  the  last  Congress  in  the  estimates  of  the  War  Department  for 
the  support  of  the  army.  This  reduction  fell  with  its  chief  weight 
upon  tne  quartermaster's  departmeut,  and  especially  so  on  the  esti- 
mate for  transportation.  To  avoid  the  necessity  of  exceeding  the  ap- 
propriations it  became  imperatively  necessary  to  resort  to  every  means 
at  the  command  of  the  War  Department  to  diminish  the  expenses  of 
the  army,  and  most  particularly  in  the  item  of  transportation. 

Bussell,  Majors,  and  Waddell  were  the  contractors  for  transporting 
army  supplies  to  Utah,  and,  by  the  terms  of  the  agreement  with  the 
Quartermaster  Geueral,  they  were  entitled  to  a  reasonable  notice  of 
what  freight  was  to  be  transported,  and,  upon  the  preparation  of  the 
needful  transportation,  it  was  further  agreed  that,  if  the  government, 
from  any  cause,  should  fail  or  refuse  to  furnish  the  freight,  then  the 
government  should  take  the  transportation  so  provided  at  its  cost. 

Notice  had  been  given  by  the  Quartermaster  General  to  the  con- 
tractors to  prepare  transportation  for  supplying  the  flour  for  the  armv 
in  Utah.  This  transportation  had  been  prepared  in  conformity  with 
the  notice.  A  considerable  part  of  the  flour  nad  been  purchased  and 
was  started  on  the  route.  At  this  time  the  contractors  proposed  to 
furnish  the  flour  necessary  for  the  army  in  Utah,  and  which  they  had 
gotten  notice  to  transport,  at  the  actual  price  which  it  would  cost  if 
bought  as  usual  and  transported.  I  was  advised  by  the  Quartermaster 
General  to  accept  this  proposition,  and  I  ordered  it  to  be  accepted  be- 
cause the  government  saved  thereby  all  losses  upon  flour  arising  from 
the  transportation  of  so  large  a  quantity  from  St.  Louis  to  Salt  Lake, 
and  which  had  the  year  before  exceeded  the  sum  of  $50,000,  and  be- 
cause this  arrangement  transferred  the  chief  cost  of  the  flour  from  the 
Quartermaster's  Bureau,  which  was  in  imminentdanger  of  a  deficiency, 
to  the  Commissary  Bureau,  which  was  in  no  such  danger,  and,  lastly, 
because  it  would,  without  any  risk  to  the  public  interests,  demonstrate 
the  fact  whether  this  important  article  could  be  furnished  certainly  for 
the  wants  of  the  army  in  that  remote  Territory. 

Up  to  that  time  the  strong  and  concurrent  opinion  of  the  officers  in 
Utah  was  against  relying  upon  that  Territory  for  supplies.  I  was 
then,  as  I  am  still,  satisfied  that  this  arrangement  was  the  very  best 
that  could  have  been  made  for  the  public  interests. 

The  contract  directed  to  be  given  to  Mr.  Taliaferro  for  supplies  in 
Arizona  sprung  very  much  from  the  same  causes,  and  had  in  view  the-^^ 
same  objects.  In  this  case,  care  was  taken  to  fix  the  prices  at  the^ 
lowest  rates^  and  by  this  experimental  contract  it  was  hoped  to  estab- 
lish the  fact  that  supplies  for  the  troops  could  be  furnished  in  that 
Territory,  and  thereby  save  the  losses  which  would  necessarily  follow 
from  the  transportation  of  such  supplies  over  such  an  immense  dis- 
tance through  so  hot  a  climate.     This  contract  re»\x\\ftA.  va.  ^  y^^^^^v- 
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tion  from  others  to  furnish  supplies  in  Arizona,  and  finally  in  one 
from  the  first  contractor  to  supply  the  troops  for  two  years  at  a  reduc- 
tion of  twelve  per  cent,  on  former  prices.  In  view  of  the  large  immi- 
gration, which  it  was  understood  was  taking  place  to  the  mining 
regions  of  the  Territory,  and  the  increased  force  intended  to  be  sent 
there  for  operations  against  the  Indians,  I  could  not  doubt  but  that 
the  best  interests  of  the  government  demanded  the  acceptance  of  this 
offer.  It  is,  however,  to  be  apprehended  that,  from  advancing  rata 
of  produce,  this  contract  is  likely  to  fall  through,  as  will  be  seen  from 
the  accompanying  communication  from  a  commissary  officer  at  Fort 
Buchanan.  If  it  fails  for  the  reasons  stated  by  the  commissary  it  will 
prove  the  contract  to  have  been  one  of  saving  and  economy  to  ike 
public  service ;  if  it  should  be  carried  out  it  will  result  in  a  very  large 
gain  to  the  country. 

The  price  of  all  articles  to  be  furnished  was  established  by  reference 
to  prices  j^reviously  paid  for  similar  articles  by  the  commissary  de- 
partment m  the  same  region  of  country,  and  by  adding  the  cost  of 
transportation  to  such  as  were  previously  purchased  in  the  States  bj 
advertisement.  The  cost  of  transportation  was  also  fixed  by  having 
been  let  to  the  lowest  bidder. 

As  regards  the  Ordnance  Office,  many  orders  for  the  purchase,  hj 
the  Colonel  of  Ordnance,  of  arms,  equipments,  ordnance,  and  ordnance 
stores,  have  been  given  by  me  in  conformity  with  law  and  usage. 
They  were  for  articles  which  the  law  does  not  require  to  be  obtained 
by  contracts  on  previously  invited  proposals ;  which  it  has  not  been 
usual  so  to  obtain;  and  which,  in  most,  if  not  all,  cases,  cannot  be 
advantageously  or  properly  so  obtained,  including,  as  they  do,  special 
arms  and  articles  for  experimental  purposes  not  to  be  found  in  the 
general  market.  When,  in  these  orders,  the  persons  were  specified 
n'om  whom  the  purchases  were  to  be  made,  they  were  sometimes  regu- 
lar manufacturers  of,  or  dealers  in,  the  articles  to  be  supplied  ;  some 
times  patentees,  holding  exclusive  rights ;  and  the  requisite  precautions 
were  always  taken  to  secure  the  public  interests,  both  as  regards  the 
quality  of  the  articles  and  the  prices  paid.  It  is  evident  that,  in  moet 
of  such  purchases,  general  competition  is  impossible,  and  experience 
has  fully  shown  that  for  the  procurement  of  cannon,  small  arms,  and 
ordnance  stores,  invitations  for  bids  are  by  no  means  conducive  to  the 

Eublic  interest,  but  are  detrimental.     The  law  does  not  require,  n(X 
as  it  ever  been  the  usage  to  make  them. 

I  will  be  allowed  to  specify  one  order  which  I  gave  for  the  purchase 
of  iron  for  manufacturing  gun-carriages,  because  it  has  been  made  the 
subject  of  remark  in  the  Senate.  The  importance  of  iron  for  gun-ca^ 
riages  has  been  made  the  subject  of  repeated  communications  by  me  to 
Congress,  and  they  have  been  advised  that  experiments  were  in  pro- 
gress to  establish  its  practicability  and  usefulness.  At  the  commence- 
ment of  these  experiments  the  cost  of  the  proper  iron  for  them  was 
high,  and  was  purchased  by  the  Ordnance  Bureau  without  reference 
especially  to  me.  The  prices  thus  paid  amounted  to  seventeen  and 
one  eighth  cents  per  pound,  as  I  found  from  the  bill  paid  the  Trenton 
Iron  Works.  Th^  w\ee»  for  this  character  of  iron  became  material! j 
lower,  and  I  order w.  t\i^  ^\o\iA  oS.  Q\^\!kKw:Rk  \»  ^xscc^shase  a  supply  of 
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the  same  iron  from  the  New  York  Architectural  Iron  Works,  at 
prices  averaging  from  four  to  eight  cents  per  pound,  which  proved 
of  the  best  quality,  and  is  in  process  of  manufacture  into  gun-carriages, 
and  in  continuation  of  necessary  experiments. 

Statements  of  all  contracts  of  every  sort  and  description  have  been, 
heretofore,  communicated  by  me  to  Congress,  and  can  be  found  in  the 
documents  transmitted  from  the  War  Department  to  both  houses  at 
the  commencement  of  each  session. 

I  do  not  know  that  there  has  been  any  change  in  the  system  of  pur- 
chasing supplies  for  the  army  during  the  last  three  years,  from  the 
policy  previously  pursued,  except  that  bids  have  been  much  more 
generally  invited  by  advertisement  in  the  newspapers  than  has  been 
the  case  since  the  Mexican  war. 

From  the  eeneral  character  of  the  resolution  of  inquiry,  my  answer 
has  necessarily  been,  for  the  most  part,  general.  I  take  the  occasion, 
however,  to  inform  the  Senate  that  it  will  a£ford  me  gratification  to 
respond  to  inquiries  for  information  or  explanation  in  regard  to  any 
specific  acts  of  my  administration  of  the  War  Department  which  may 
he  deemed  by  that  honorable  body  of  sufficient  importance  to  require 
such  action  on  their  part. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Hon.  John  C.  Brbckinbidgb, 

President  of  the  Senaie, 


Quartermaster  General's  Office, 

Washiiigtonj  December  22,  1859. 

Sib:  Tour  letter  of  the  9th  ultimo,  covering  a  copy  of  a  contract 
made  by  Lieutenant  John  B.  Cooke  with  T.  W.  Taliaferro^  to  supply 
the  post  of  Buchanan^  has  been  received. 

In  reply  to  the  latter  part  of  the  letter,  you  are  informed  that  the 
view  you  take  of  the  design  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  when  he  directed 
that  arrangements  should  be  made  with  Mr.  Taliaferro  ^'for  the  army 
supplies  and  stores  that  may  be  needed  for  the  service  in  the  Territory 
of  Arizona,"  is  correct,  and  that  it  was  his  intention  to  allow  that 
gentleman  for  them  the  market  price  in  Arizona,  and  not  to  favor  him 
at  the  expense  of  the  treasury,  and  he  regrets  that  the  officer  who  made 
the  contract  did  not  govern  himself  accordingly.  The  contract,  how- 
ever, having  been  made,  the  government  is  bound  by  it  in  paying  for 
the  grain  that  may  have  been  delivered  on  the  receipt  of  this  letter ;  but 
for  the  residue  that  may  be  required,  you  will  not  allow  Mr.  Talia- 
ferro more  than  the  market  price  at  Fort  Buchanan,  and  at  the  time 
of  its  delivery. 

By  order:  E.  S.  SIBLEY, 

Major  and  Quartemxostw . 

Lieutenant  H.  Bandall, 

jiding  Aaatstant  Quartermaster ^  Fori  BncJiaTiau,  IJ.  M. 


It  18  not  consiaerea  tnat  you  are  oraerea  oy  xne  oecreiary  oi 
pay  a  certain  fixed  sum  to  Mr.  Taliaferro  for  army  supplies 
contract  with  him  at  prices  not  exceeding  those  now  paid. 

By  order:  E.  S.  SIBLEY, 

Major  and  Quarterm 
Lieutenant  John  R.  Cookb, 

Acting  AMiatant  Quartermaster,  Fort  Buchanan,  N.  M. 


Quartermaster  General's  Office^ 
Washington,  December  24,  1 

Sir:  Tour  letter  of  the  14th  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  constj 
of  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  your  favor,  dated  Man 
1859,  has  been  received,  and  I  am  directed  by  the  Quartermastei 
eral  to  say  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Secretary  of  ^ 
give  you  a  contract  to  the  prejudice  of  the  interests  of  the  D 
States.  The  Secretary's  language,  '^at  prices  not  exceeding 
hereto/ore  paid,"  does  not  convey  the  idea  you  seem  to  entertain, 
it  is  an  order  to  contract  with  you  at  the  prices  heretofore  paid 
those  only;  but  means  that  you  are  to  have  the  preference  if  yoc 
furnish  the  supplies  needed  on  as  favorable  terms  as  they  may  be 
cured  from  others ;  and  that  you  are  not  to  be  paid  a  higher  raie 
has  hereto/ore  been  paid  for  similar  articles  in  the  same  region  of  < 
try.  To  pay  you  higher  prices  for  supplies  than  those  at  which 
could  be  procured  from  others,  would  be  not  only  unjust  to  the 
ernment,  but  illegal,  and  is  not  an  admissible  interpretation  ( 
Secretary's  order. 

No  contract  with  this  department  is  completed  until  it  has  be( 
proved  by  the  War  Department;  and  as  the  articles  of  agre 
entered  into  by  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Cooke,  acting  assistant  quarto 
ter,  and  yourself,  at  Fort  Buchanan,  on  the  12th  of  September, 


CONTRACTS,    ETC. — WAR  DEPARTMENT.  7 

Office  Acting  Commissart  of  Subsistence, 

Fort  Buchanan^  New  MexicOy  May  8,  1860. 

Colonel  :  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  estimates  of  funds 
required  for  the  purchase  of  flour,  beans,  and  fresh  beef  for  the  troops 
Ihat  are  to  be  stationed  in  this  Territory,  (Arizona.)  The  estimates 
are  for  one  year,  dating  from  the  Ist  day  of  June,  1860,  also  a  requisi- 
tion for  other  subsistence  stores  for  the  use  of  the  troops  above  men- 
tioned.    This  requisition  is  for  six  months,  dating  from  June  1, 1860. 

I  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  enter  into  contracts  with  Taliaferro  & 
Grant  for  the  delivery  of  army  supplies,  owing  to  the  non-appearance 
of  Mr.  Grant,  and  I  feel  anxious  lest  the  health  and  comfort  of  the 
troops  now  en  route  for  this  Territory  suffer  from  a  scarcity  of  pro- 
visions should  a  much  longer  delay  occur.  It  is  time  now  that  the 
contracts  should  be  made,  inasmuch  as  the  articles  required  will  have 
to  be  brought  from  distant  points. 

Sonora  cannot  furnish  flour  sufficient  to  subsist  the  troops,  nor  can 
beef  cattle  be  obtained  in  sufficient  number  short  of  four  hundred  miles. 

In  contracting  with  Taliaferro  &  Grant,  as  directed  by  letter  from 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  demand  of  them 
heavy  bonds,  inasmuch  as  their  failure  to  fulfill  the  contracts  in  accord- 
ance with  that  letter  is  almost  certain^  from  the  fact  that  most  of  the 
articles  required  cannot  be  had  either  in  this  Territory  or  the  State  of 
Sonora^  Mexico,  in  quantities  sufficient  to  subsist  the  troops  that  are 
to  be  stationed  here.  The  Overland  Mail  Company  and  this  (present) 
post  have  drained  Sonora  of  her  corn,  and  reduced  the  quantity  of  flour 
30  much  that  the  price  has  advanced  greatly  since  the  news  of  the 
probable  arrival  of  more  troops  in  this  Territory  has  gotten  abroad. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  every  well-informed  man  that  it  is  impossible  for 
any  person  to  fulfill  the  contracts  as  required  by  the  order  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War. 

A  gentleman  of  great  experience,  and  who  is  thoroughly  informed 
as  to  the  profits  resulting  from  the  office  of  government  contractor,  and 
is  well  acquained  with  the  resources  of  the  country,  affirms  that  he 
would  not  take  the  contract  off  of  the  hands  of  Taliaferro  &  Grant  for 
a  bonus  of  $50,000. 

What  bonds  am  I  to  require,  and  when  shall  the  contracts  go  into 
eflfect,  are  very  important  questions. 

If  Mr.  Grant  does  not  make  his  appearance  here  before  the  return 
of  mail  from  Santa  Fe,  am  I  to  wait  longer  to  enter  into  contracts  with 
other  parties  ?  Is  it  the  intention  of  the  order  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  contract  with  Messrs.  Taliaferro  &  Grant  for  all  army  supplies, 
or  only  those  usually  purchased  at  this  post,  namely:  flour,  beef,  and 
beans  ?  I  shall  make  contracts  for  flour,  beef,  and  beans  only,  unless 
otherwise  directed. 

An  answer  by  return  mail  is  respectfully  solicited. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

HORACE  RANDALL, 
Second  Lieut.  First  Dragoons,  Act.  Asst.  Com.  of  Subsistence. 

Colonel  J.  B.  Grayson, 

Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence, 

Department  of  New  Mexico^  Sania  Fc,  N.  M. 
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Quartermaster  General's  Office, 

Washington  City^  June  16,  1860. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  adopted  on  the  13tii 
instant,  requiring  the  Secretary  of  War  ^'to  communicate  to  the  Senate 
whether  any  orders  have  been  issued  by  his  direction  from  the  Quar- 
termaster General,  Commissary  General,  or  ordnance  offices,  by  which 
a  preference  is  directed  to  be  given  to  specified  individuals  in  contracte, 
purchases,  or  in  furnishing  supplies,  &c.,"  I  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  following  list  of  contracts,  &c.,  made  by  your  direction,  either 
in  this  office  or  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  it,  which  is  correct 
as  far  as  it  can  be  ascertained  from  the  books  of  the  office  in  the  short 
time  allotted  me  to  examine  them,  and  as  far  as  my  memory  serres 
me: 

1.  Contract  with  the  Pacific  Railroad  Company  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  troops  and  supplies  for  one  year  from  St.  Louis  to  Fort  Jjeaven- 
worth,  and  to  such  temporary  depots  as  might  be  established  on  the 
Missouri  river. 

2.  Four  contracts  made  with  Philip  Dorn,  Beggs  &  Bowland,  Neil 
McAlwayne,  and  A.  M.  White  &  Co.,  respectively,  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  wagons. 

3.  Contract  with  R.  H.  Hartley  &  Co.  for  mule  harness. 

4.  Contract  with  R.  H.  Gale  and  Joab  Scales  for  cavalry  horses. 

5.  Contract  with  H.  M.  Watterson  for  cavalry  horses. 

6.  Contract  with  J.  P.  Brawley  for  the  delivery  of  corn  at  Nebraska 
City.  This  contract  was  not  fulfilled,  and,  as  the  grain  was  required 
for  Utah,  necessitated,  owing  to  the  advance  of  the  season,  the  making 
of  the  contract  next  on  this  list. 

7.  Contract  with  John  Keatly  for  the  delivery  of  barley  at  Fort 
Leavenworth. 

8.  These  contracts  have  all  been  reported  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  Congress,  and  may  be  found  in  Executive  Document  No.  50,  House 
of  Representatives,  Thirty-Fifth  Congress,  second  session. 

9.  Instructions  authorizing  T.  W.  Taliaferro  to  furnish  the  supplies 
required  by  the  quartermaster's  department  in  the  contemplated  Ter- 
ritory of  Arizona,  provided  it  be  done  at  prices  not  to  exceed  those  paid 
heretofore  for  similar  articles  in  the  same  region  of  country. 

10.  Instructions  renewing  the  order  in  favor  of  T.  W.  Taliaferro, 
and  extending  it  to  the  said  Taliaferro  and  N.  S.  Grant  for  two  years,  on 
condition  that  they  shall  furnish  the  required  supplies  at  twelve  per 
cent,  less  than  the  ruling  prices  paid  by  the  United  States  for  similar 
supplies  furnished  or  procured  the  past  year,  with  the  addition  of  a 
reasonable  allowance  for  transportation  to  any  new  posts  that  may  be 
established. 

Many  of  these  contracts  were  made  at  a  time  when  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  quartermaster's  department  was  entirely  exhausted,  and 
it  became  necessary  to  make  proper  arrangements  for  the  movement  of 
troops  to  Utah.  They  were  made,  too,  after  you  had  been  urgently 
recommended  by  the  late  quartermaster  general  to  exercise  the  power 
vested  in  you  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  1st  of  May,  1820,  which 
authorizes  contt«Lcta  to  "^i^  xcisAfe  fot  MJoa  ^\^%\^\j^\\s:^^  wid  clothing  of  the 
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Eirmy  and  for  the  quartermaster's  department  without  appropriations 
Eidequate  to  their  fulfillment.     Copies  of  official  communications  from 
this  office  in  relation  to  some  of  the  facts  I  have  stated^  and  in  expla- 
aation  of  others,  are  herewith  subjoined. 
Very  respectfiillj,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  S.  SIBLEY, 
Major  and  QtLartermaster  in  CMrge. 
Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  WaVy  Wdshingtony  D.  C. 


Office  of  Commissart  General  of  Subsistence, 

Waahingtony  Jime  18^  1860. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  to  report  in  what  cases 
jTOU  have  ^iven  directions  to  make  contracts  witn  particular  indi- 
idduals,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  the  three  following  as  the  only 
instances  as  regards  this  office. 

First.  On  the  26th  March,  1859,  an  order  was  given  directing  that 
all  supplies  in  this  department  for  Fort  Buchanan,  usually  procured 
in  that  vicinity,  shoula  be  procured  for  one  year  by  contract  with  Mr. 
r.  W.  Taliaferro,  provided  ne  would  furnish  them  at  the  prices  which 
had  ruled  during  tne  previous  year. 

Under  this  order  but  one  contract,  so  far  as  known  at  this  office,  has 
been  made,  viz:  for  41,000  pounds  flour  at  12  cents  per  pound. 

This  contract  with  Mr.  Taliaferro  was  not  received  at  this  office 
nntil  the  20th  January,  1860,  and  does  not  appear  in  the  (printed) 
annual  statement  of  contracts  made  from  this  office^  as  that  statement 
was  sent  in  to  the  War  Department  on  the  4th  of  January,  1860. 

Second.  On  the  22d  April,  1859,  an  order  was  given  to  enter  into  a 
[X)ntract  with  Messrs.  Russell,  Majors  &  Waddell,  for  the  flour  required 
in  Utah,  830,000  pounds,  they  to  receive  the  cost  price  at  St.  Louis, 
with  cost  of  transportation.  This  contract  was  duly  made.  From 
this  office  you  were  urged,  both  verbally  and  in  writing,  not  to  rely 
apon  Utah  for  this  flour,  it  being  deemed  too  unsafe,  from  all  the 
Information  in  its  possession,  to  depend  upon  the  Mormons  for  so  im- 
portant a  part  of  tne  ration. 

Third.  On  March  9,  1860,  an  order  was  given  renewing  and 
extending  the  order  given  to  Mr.  Taliaferro,  in  favor  of  Mr.  Taliaferro 
and  N.  8.  Grant,  for  two  years  from  the  expiration  of  the  twelve 
months  for  which  it  was  given,  and  extending  the  same  to  that  portion 
af  the  Territory  of  Arizona  lying  south  of  33°  36'  north  latitude,  and 
west  of  106°  35',  and  extending  also  to  aU  supplies  required;  provided 
said  Taliaferro  and  Grant  will  furnish  such  supplies  at  prices  ttodve 
per  cent,  less  than  the  ruling  prices  paid  by  the  United  States  for 
limilar  supplies  procured  at  said  posts  during  the  past  year,  to  which 
prices  shall  be  actded  a  reasonable  allowance  mr  transportation  to  any 
lew  posts  that  may  be  established,  estimating  said  transportation  from 
bhe  nearest  post  now  established  within  said  boundary. 

Under  this  order,  up  to  the  latest  advices  lecfcvi^,  Ql^  ^VtJ^Si 
X)ntracts  had  been  made,  and  it  is  feared  from  Tec^ii\»\T&cytxcAXx^T^^3»^ 
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Fort  Buchanan — vide  copy  of  letter  from  Lieutenant  Bandal  to  Colonel 
Grayson — ^that  the  parties  will  not  be  able  to  supply  the  troops  under 
the  above  conditions. 

It  may  be  permitted  here  to  state,  that  in  the  majority  of  purchases  of 
subsistence,  which  in  similar  cases  during  many  previous  years  would 
have  been  made  in  the  open  market,  they  have,  unaer  the  regulations  of 
1857)  been  made  by  advertisement  during  your  administration  of  the 
War  Department. 

Most  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  SHIRAS, 

Captain  in  Charge. 
Hon.  John  B.  Flotd, 

Secretary  of  War. 


36th  Congress,  )  SENATE.  (  Ex.  Doc. 

Ist  Session,     \  I    No.  56. 


REPORTS 


OF    THE 


SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY,  AND  OTHER  PAPERS, 


RELATIVE  TO 


The  proceedings  had  under  the  act  of  January  28,  1857,  authorizing  the 
establishment  of  a  naval  depot  at  Blythe  Island,  Oeorgia. 


June  22,  1860. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 


In  the  Senate  op  the  United  States, 

June  1,  1860. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hale, 

Besdved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be  instructed  to 
inquire  what  proceedings  have  been  had  under  the  act  of  January  28, 
1857,  ^'authorizing  the  establishing  of  a  navy  depot  on  Blythe  Island, 
at  Brunswick,  on  the  coast  of  Georgia,  and  lor  other  purposes;"  how 
much  of  the  appropriation  was  expended  for  purchasing  a  site,  and  to 
whom  paid ;  how  many  were  the  owners  of  whom  the  government  pur- 
chased, who  were  they,  and  how  long  had  they  been  owners,  and 
what  did  they  pay  for  the  land  sold  to  the  government;  what  is  the 
present  market  value  of  the  land,  and  what  was  its  value,  upon  which 
taxes  were  paid,  before  its  sale  to  the  United  states ;  and  what  peculiar 
fitness  it  possesses  above  other  contiguous  points  for  a  naval  aepot  or 
navy -yard ;  and  that  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers. 

Attest : 

ASBURY  DICKINS, 

Secretary. 


Navy  Department,  June  6,  1860. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  4th  instant,  transmitting  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  June  1, 
in  relation  to  the  purchase,  &c. ,  of  a  site  for  a  naval  depot  at  Bbj\JcL^ 
Island,  Georgia,  and  for  a  reply  beg  leave  to  tefei  7ou\»o>i>[i^<i«rKCTixvsiv- 
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cations  of  the  department  of  May  3,  1858,  and  January  29,  1859,  in 
reply  to  resolutions  of  the  Senate,  for  all  the  information  on  the  suV- 
ject  in  the  possession  of  the  department.  The  latter  communicatioD 
was  accompanied  hy  copies  of  ail  correspondence  and  other  papers  on 
the  files  of  the  department,  relating  to  the  purchase,  &c.,  witn  a  8tat^ 
ment  of  the  expenditures  for  the  site,  to  whom  the  money  was  paid, 
how  much  remains  unexpended,  and  from  whom  the  purchase  was 
made. 

The  department  is  unahle  to  say  what  the  owners  paid  for  the  land 
sold  to  the  government,  what  the  present  market  value  is,  and  what 
was  its  value,  upon  which  taxes  were  paid,  before  its  sale  to  the  United 
States. 

Moreover,  the  department  is  unable  to  state  what  peculiar  fitness  the 
site  so  purchased  possesses  over  other  contiguous  points  for  a  naral 
depot  or  navy-yara  beyond  what  is  contained  in  the  papers  alluded  to, 
and  the  debate  in  Congress  when  the  appropriation  was  made. 

The  resolution  is  herewith  returned. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  TOUCEY. 

Hon.  S.  B.  Mallory, 

Chairman  of  Naval  Affairs j  United  Staiea  Senate. 


Navy  Department,  Janvxiry  29, 1859. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate  of  the  6th  instant,  and  in  compliance  with  it,  to  transmit 
herewith  '^  copies  of  all  correspondence  and  other  papers  on  file  in  the 
department  upon  the  subject  of  the  sale  and  purchase  of  the  site''  for 
the  naval  depot  near  Brunswick,  Georgia^  and  also  '^a  statement 
showing  the  several  amounts,  and  for  what  objects,  expended  of  the 
fund  appropriated  by  Congress  for  the  purchase  of  said  site,  and  the 
construction  of  said  depot.'' 

In  answer  to  that  portion  of  the  resolution  which  requests  the  Secre 
tary  of  the  Navy  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  '^  what  action  has  been 
taken,  or  is  intended  to  be  taken  by  the  department  towards  the  con- 
struction' '  of  the  depot,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  communication  of  the 
department,  (a  copy  of  which  is  among  the  papers  transmitted,)  dated 
the  13th  of  May  last,  in  reply  to  a  similar  resolution  of  inquiry  from 
the  Senate.  No  further  measures  than  those  therein  communicated, 
have  been  taken  by  the  department  towards  the  construction  of  the 
depot,  and  for  the  reasons  therein  given.  It  is  the  intention  of  the 
department  to  proceed  with  the  work  so  soon  as  the  state  of  the  treas- 
ury will  permit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  TOUCEY. 

Hon.  John  C.  Breckinridge, 

Vice-President  of  the  United  States, 

and  President  of  the  Senate. 
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Navy  Department,  May  13,  1858. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  6th  instant, 
requesting  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  inform  the  Senate  ^*what 
measures  have  been  taken  by  the  department  to  execute  the  act  of  the 
28th  January,  1857,  'authorizing  the  establishment  of  a  naval  depot 
on  Blythe  Island,  at  Brunswick,  Greorgia;'  what  steps,  if  any,  the 
department  proposes  to  adopt  in  the  prosecution  of  said  work;  and  at 
what  time  it  is  intended  to  commence  and  go  on  with  the  same ;  and 
the  reasons  why  the  commencement  of  the  necessary  works  has  not 
been  made,"  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that,  in  the  execution  of  the 
act  mentioned,  the  department,  under  instructions  from  the  President, 
on  the  19th  of  February,  185T,  directed  a  commission,  composed  of 
Captain  Mcintosh,  Commander  Hartstene,  and  Lieutenant  Brooke,  of 
the  navy,  and  Civil  Engineer  Calvin  Brown,  to  proceed  to  Blythe 
Island  and  make  the  necessary  examinations,  and  report  a  suitable 
site  for  the  depot  authorized.  The  report  of  the  commission,  accom- 
panied with  cnarts  and  sketches  of  the  island,  was  made  March  13, 
185T.  A  proposition  was  then  made  by  the  owners  for  the  sale  of  the 
whole  island,  and  in  June  an  executory  contract  for  the  purchase  by 
the  government  of  about  eleven  hundred  acres  was  entered  into.  The 
legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia  having,  on  the  14th  of  November, 
185Y,  ceded  jurisdiction  to  the  United  States  over  the  lands,  and  the 
title  to  them  declared  by  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States 
good  and  sufficient,  the  purchase  was  concluded,  and  the  money  paid 
November  24,  1857. 

On  the  Tth  of  February  last  the  department  ordered  Mr.  Sanger, 
the  civil  engineer  attached  to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  to  pro- 
ceed to  Blythe  Island  and  make  the  necessary  surveys  and  take  the 
levels,  with  a  view  of  submitting  a  plan  for  the  naval  depot,  and  esti- 
mates adequate  to  its  completion.  The  levels  ha^ve  been  taken  and  the 
surveys  made,  but,  business  of  the  department  requiring  the  presence 
of  Mr.  Sanger  at  Pensacola,  the  plans  have  not  been  matured. 

In  reply  to  the  inquiry,  why  the  commencement  of  the  necessary 
works  has  not  been  made?  I  would  state  that  there  is  no  money  in  the 
treasury  which  can  be  applied  for  that  purpose  without  diverting  it 
from  other  indispensable  objects.  They  mil  within  the  class  of  public 
works  authorized  by  Congress  which,  not  having  been  commenced,  it 
is  not  deemed  expedient  or  proper  to  commence  during  the  present 
condition  of  the  treasury. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  TOUCEY. 

Hon.  John  C.  Breckinridge, 

President  of  the  Senate, 
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List  of  papers  accompanying  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in 
rdatioti  to  the  purchase  of  Blythe  Island  by  the  government y  caUei 
for  by  resolution  of  the  Senate. 

No.    1.  Hon.  Messrs.  Iverson,  Toombs,  and  others  to  the  Secretary  of 

the  Navy,  February  10,  1857. 
No.    2.  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Hon.  Messrs.  Iverson,  Toombs,  and 

others,  February  14,  1857. 
No.    3.  Hon.  James  L.  Seward  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Feb- 
ruary 16,  1857. 
No.    4.  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Hon.  James  L.  Seward,  February  18, 

1857. 
No.    5.  Hon.  James  L.  Seward  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  February  18, 

1857. 
No.    6.  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  James  M.  Mcintosh,  United 

States  navy,  February  19,  1857. 
No.    7.  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Calvin  Brown,  Esq.,  February  19, 

1857. 
No.    8.  Hon.  James  L.  Seward  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  February  23, 

1857. 
No.    9.  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Hon.  James  L.  Seward,  February  24, 

1857. 
No.  10.  Joseph  Smith,  Chief  Bureau  Yards  and  Docks,  to  Secretary 

of  the  Navy,  February  23,  1857. 
No.  11.  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  James  M.  Mcintosh,  United 

States  navy,  February  26,  1857. 
No.  12.  Captain  James  M.  Mcintosh,  United  States  navy,  to  Secretary 

of  the  Navy,  March  13,  1857. 
No.  13.  Captains  James  M.  Mcintosh,  H.  J.  Hartstene,  and  others  to 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  March  13,  1858. 
No.  14.  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  James  M.  Mcintosh,  United 

States  navy,  March  18,  1857. 
No.  15.  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  H.  J.  Hartstene,  United 

States  navy,  March  18,  1857. 
No.  16.  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Calvin  Brown,  Esq.,  civil  engineer, 

March  18,  1857. 
No.  17.  Amos  Davis,  Esq.,  to  Secretary  of  the   Navy,  March  23, 

1857. 
No.  18.  Joseph  Smith,  Chief  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  to  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  April  11,  1857. 
No.  19.  Proprietors  of  Blythe  Island,  by  Amos  Davis,  to  Secretary  of 

the  Navy,  April  17,  1857. 
No.  20.  John  L.  Hays,  agent  for  proprietors  of  Blythe  Island,  to  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  April  29,  1357. 
No.  21.  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Hon.  A.  Iverson  and  James  L. 

Seward,  May  4,  1857. 
No.  22.  Hon.  A.  Iverson  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  May  8,  1857. 
No.  23.  Charles  L.  Seybatta,  chief  engineer,  to  the  President  of  the 
V!iiiledS\«A^^,^"a.^  2.S,  1857. 
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0.  24.  John  W.  Tyson,  county  surveyor,  to  th^  President  of  the 

United  States,  May  23,  1857. 
0.  25.  Messrs.  Julian  M.  Burnett,  J.  J.  C.  G.  C,  J.  M.  Tyson,  J.  J. 

C.  G.  C,  and  others,  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 

May  23,  1857. 
o.  26.  Messrs.  James  T.  Blair  and  G.  Friedanly  to  the  President 

of  th6  United  States,  accompanied  with  recommendations 

from  the  mayor  and  council  of  the  city  of  Brunswick, 

May  26,  1857. 
o.  27.  James  Hauston,  mayor  of  Brunswick  city,  to  the  President  of 

the  United  States,  May  27,  1857. 
o.  28.  Alfred  Iverson  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  May  26,  1857. 
o.  29.  Herschel  V.  Johnson  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 

June  8,  1857. 
o.  30.  James  L.  Seward  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  June  20,  1857. 
o.  31.  James  L.  Seward  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  June  20,  1857. 
o.  32.  Executory  contract  between  Amos  Davis,   for  himself  and 

other   owners  of  Blythe  Island,  and  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy,  June  26, 1857. 
b.  33.  A.  Iverson  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  July  6,  1857. 
o.  34.  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Alfred  Iverson,  July  10,  1857. 
o.  35.  Anthony  Hyde,  agent,  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  October  5, 

1857. 
o.  36.  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Wm.  W.  Corcoran,  Esq.,  October, 

7,  1857. 
b.  37.  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Hon.  J.  S.   Black,   October  23, 

1857. 

b.  38.  Opinion  of  Jos.  Garrahl,  United  States  attorney,  district  of 
Georgia,  upon  the  title  to  the  deed  to  Blythe  Island. 

b.  39.  Abstract  of  title  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  the 
southern  portion  of  Blythe  Island,  in  Glynn  county.  State 
of  Georgia. 

b.  40.  Power  of  attorney  from  Thurston  R.  Bloom  to  Wm.  W.  Cor- 
coran, Esq.,  for  the  sale  of  Blythe  Island,  November  3, 
1857. 

o.  41.  Deed  of  conveyance  from  Henry  C.  King,  Jean  Adams,  and 
others,  to  Samuel  R.  Brooks,  Amos  Davis,  and  others,  of 
Blythe  Island,  November  9,  1807. 

o.  42.  Deed  of  conveyance  from  Amos  Davis,  Samuel  R.  Brooks, 
and  others,  to  the  United  States,  by  Wm.  W.  Corcoran, 
their  attorney,  of  parts  of  Blythe  Island,  October  26, 
1857. 

b.  43.  Deed  from  Amos  Davis,  to  Geo.  W.  Hodges,  for  a  part  of 
Blythe  Island,  February  23,  1857. 

b.  44.  Deed  from  Amos  Davis  to  Chas.  T.  Cromwell,  for  a  part  of 
Blythe  Island,  February  20,  1856. 

b.  45.  Deed  from  Chas.  T.  Cromwell  to  Amos  Davis,  for  a  part  of 
Blythe  Island,  October  15,  1857. 

b.  46.  Mortgage  from  the  Brunswick  Land  Company,  to  the  admin- 
istrators of  the  estate  of  John  Par  land,  Januat^  1%^\^'^\. 

b.  47.  Title  to  Blythe  Island. 
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No.  48.  Hon.  J.  S.  Black  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  November  21, 1857. 
No.  49.  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Hon.  J.  S.  Black,  November  23, 1851. 
No.  50,  Consent  of  the  State  of  Georgia  to  a  purchase  made  by  the 

United  States  of  Blythe  Island,  November  14,  1857. 
No.  51.  Hon.  J.  S.  Black  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  November  23, 

185Y. 
No.  52.  Hon.  James  L.  Seward  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  January 

28,  1858. 
No.  53.  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Hon.  James  L.  Seward,  February 

8,  1858. 
No.  54.  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Wm.  P.  S.  Sanger,  Esq.,  February 

8,  1858. 
No.  55.  Hon.  J.  L.  Seward  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  February  11, 

1858. 
No.  56.  Wm.  P.  S.  Sanger,  engineer,  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with 

map,  March  23,  1868. 
No,  57.  Resolution  of  United  States  Senate,  May  6,  1857. 
No.  58.  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Hon.  J.  C.  Breckinridge,  President 

of  the  Senate,  May  13,  1858. 
No.  59.  Statement  of  the  amounts,  and  for  what  objects  expended,  of 

the  fund  appropriated  by  Congress,  for  the  purchase  of  a 

site  on  Blytne  Island,  for  a  navy-yard,  &c. 


No.  1. 

Senate  Chamber,  February  10,  1857. 

Sir:  It  has  occurred  to  ns  that  in  the  establishment  of  the  navy-yard 
at  Brunswick  you  may  deem  it  proper  to  employ  a  naval  officer  of 
rank.  Captain  Mcintosh,  whose  qualifications  and  whose  military 
career  recommend  him  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  depart- 
ment, is  a  Georgian,  and,  should  you  think  the  public  interests  would 
be  advanced  by  detailing  him  for  such  duty,  it  would  much  gratify 
your  obedient  servants, 

ALFRED  IVERSON, 
R.  TOOMBS, 

MARTIN  J.  CRAWFORD, 
HOWELL  COBB, 
JOHN  H.  LUMPKIN, 
ROBERT  P.  TRIPPE, 
N.  G.  FOSTER. 
Hon.  J.  C.  Dobbin, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


No.  2. 

Navy  Department,  February  14,  1857. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  oi  t\ie  \Q\Xi\\i^\,«u\i\,,T^^Q^xsL\s^'K^^       Captain  Mcintosh) 
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of  the  navy,  for  duty  in  connection  with  the  establishment  of  the  navy- 
yard  at  Brunswick,  Georgia. 

The  first  duty  to  be  performed  in  relation  to  a  naval  depot  at  Bruns- 
wick will  be  to  appoint  a  board  of  naval  officers  and  engineers  to 
select  a  suitable  site.  Should  the  present  Executive  appoint  this  board 
it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  suggest  to  him  the  name  of  Captain  Mc- 
intosh, as  the  senior  officer  of  tnat  conmiission,  whose  connection  with 
the  new  naval  depot,  I  hope  my  successor  may  continue. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  DOBBIN. 

Hons.  Alfred  Iverson,  R.  Toombs,  M.  J.  Crawford,  Howell  Cobb, 
John  H.  Lumpkin,  Robert  P.  Trippe,  N.  G.  Foster. 


No.  3. 

House  of  Representatives,  February  16,  185Y. 

Will  you  allow  me  to  call  your  attention  to  an  act  passed  at  the 
present  session  of  Congress  establishing  a  naval  depot  at  Blythe  Island, 
on  the  coast  of  Georgia.  My  object  is  to  have  a  commission  raised  in 
order  to  have  a  site  fixed  preparatory  to  the  purchase  of  the  land 
necessary  to  commencing  operations,  as  contemplated  by  the  law.  In 
the  change  of  administration,  which  will  take  place  at  an  early  day, 
much  time  must  be  lost,  which  will  result  in  delays  which  may  prove 
detrimental  to  the  government,  and  lose  the  spring  and  summer 
months — the  best  working  season.  Much  anxiety  is  manifested  by 
the  citizens  of  Brunswick  in  regard  to  this  work,  and  they  urge  me 
to  ask  your  early  action  in  the  premises ;  and  I  hope  you  will  find  it 
compatible  with  your  views  of  the  public  interest  to  take  suitable 
measures  to  carry  out  the  law  at  once. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JAMES  L.  SEWARD. 

Hon.  James  C.  Dobbin. 


No.  4. 

Navy  Departbient,  February  18,  185Y. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
^tion  of  the  16th  instant,  calling  my  attention  ^'to  an  act  passed  at 
'he  present  session  of  Congress  establishing  a  naval  depot  at  Blythe 
Uland,  on  the  coast  of  Georgia." 

The  department  will  immediately  call  the  attention  of  the  President 
o  the  subject,  and  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  board  to  examine 
tnd  select  a  site. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  DOBBIN. 
Hon.  James  L.  Seward, 

House  of  B^esentatives. 
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No.  5. 

House  of  REPRssENTATiyES} 
Washington^  D.  C,  February  18,  1857. 

Sir  :  In  an  interview  with  you  yesterday  in  regard  to  the  commission 
to  locate  a  site  for  a  "naval  depot"  on  Blythe  Island^  in  Greorgia,  I 
mentioned  that  I  might  wish  to  suggest  the  names  of  gentlemen  to 
fill  such  commission.  Commanders  Aulick  and  Steedman,  I  under- 
stand, are  officers  of  high  character,  and  if  it  can  be  done  without 
conflict  with  the  public  interest,  I  request  that  one  or  both  of  them  be 
assigned  for  this  duty.  May  I  ask  that  this  matter  be  attended  to  at 
once,  so  as  to  have  the  site  selected,  if  possible,  by  the  4th  of  Marcli, 
preparatory  to  negotiating  for  the  purchase  thereof. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JAMES  L.  SEWARD. 


No.  6. 

Navy  Department,  February  19,  1857. 

Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  President  to  direct  you  to  proceed  to 
Brunswick,  Georgia,  without  delay,  as  the  senior  member  of  a  com- 
mission, to  examine  and  report  as  to  a  suitable  site  on  Blythe  Island, 
on  the  coast  of  Georgia,  for  the  establishment  of  a  naval  depot  on  that 
island,  as  authorized  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  January  28, 
1857. 

Such  facilities  as  may  be  necessary  to  make  the  soundings,  surveys, 
&c.,  it  is  probable  you  will  be  able  to  procure  at  Brunswick. 

Commander  H.  J.  Hartstene,  Lieutenant  J.  M.  Brooke,  and  Civil 
Engineer  Calvin  Brown,  with  yourself,  compose  the  commission. 

A  copy  of  the  act  above  referred  to  is  sent  herewith  for  your  in- 
formation. 

I  am,  respectfully,  (fee, 

J.  C.  DOBBIN. 

Captain  James  M.  McIntosh, 

United  States  Navy^  New  York, 


Navy  Department,  February  19,  1857. 

Sirs:  You  will  proceed  to  Brunswick,  Georgia,  without  delay,  and 
report  to  Captain  James  Mcintosh,  as  a  member  of  a  commission  to 
examine  and  report  as  to  a  suitable  site  on  Blythe  Island,  on  the  coast 
of  Georgia,  for  the  establishment  of  the  naval  depot  on  that  island,  as 
authorized  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  January  28,  1857. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c. , 

J.  C.  DOBBIN. 
Commander  H.  J.  Hartstene, 

United  States  Navy,  Savannah,  Georgia, 
Lieutenant  John  M.  Brooke, 

Uniitd  States  Navy^  Washington,  D.  C. 
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No.   1. 

Navy  Department,  February  19,  1857. 

Sik:  You  will  proceed  to  Brunswick,  Georgia,  without  delay,  and 
report  to  Captain  James  M.  Mcintosh,  as  a  member  of  a  commission, 
to  examine  and  report  as  to  a  suitable  site  on  Blythe  Island,  on  the 
coast  of  Georgia,  for  the  establishment  of  the  naval  depot  on  that 
island,  as  authorized  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  January  28, 

1857. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  DOBBIN. 
Calvin  Brown,  Esq., 

Civil  Engineer  Navy^ard^  Norfolk j  Va, 


No.  8. 

House  of  Kepresentattves,  February  23,  1857. 

As  you  are  apprised,  an  appropriation  of  $200,000  has  been  made 
by  the  present  Congress  to  purchase  a  site  and  provide  for  a  naval 
depot  at  Blythe  Island,  on  the  coast  of  Georgia.  This  amount  being 
considered  inadequate  to  consummate  the  object  proposed,  an  ad- 
ditional appropriation  will  be  necessary.  Had  the  appropriation 
been  made  at  the  first  session  of  the  present  Congress,  as  was  ex- 
pected, the  site  could  have  been  purchased,  and  active  operations  been 
commenced  before  now,  which  would  have  created  a  necessity  for 
an  additional  appropriation  now.  This,  however,  was  not  done.  It 
will  be  apparent  to  you,  as  matters  now  stand,  that  before  the  meet- 
ing of  the  next  Congress,  or  before  adequate  legislation  can  be  had, 
that  the  work  which  may  be  begun,  may  have  to  be  suspended  for 
want  of  means.  To  obviate  this  difficulty,  it  is  proposed  to  ask  an 
additional  appropriation,  that  no  delay  may  be  experienced,  and  to 
avoid  any  detriment  to  the  government  that  might  occur,  from  a  sus- 
pension of  operations  after  they  shall  have  been  commenced.  With 
this  view  of  the  case,  will  you  allow  me  to  ask  your  opinion  in  regard 
to  this  matter,  and  if  consistent  with  the  views  suggested,  to  get  an 
estimate,  with  such  recommendation  as  may  seem  to  you  right  and 
proper. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  L.  SEWARD. 

Hon.  James  C.  Dobbin. 


No.  9. 


Navy  Department,  February  24, 1857* 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  lecevpt  oi  ^owt  ^^xKCi^vr 
iiicatioD  of  the  23d  iDstant     It  has  been  Tefette^  to  \\i^  dto^fiJl  ^^  *^^ 
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Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  under  whose  immediate  supervirion  the 
matters  to  which  you  allude  come,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit 
herewith  a  copy  of  his  reply. 

I  am,  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  DOBBIN. 
Hon.  James  L.  Sewaed, 

Howe  of  Eepresentatives. 


No.  10. 

BuKEAu  OP  Yards  and  Docks,  February  23,  1857. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  reference  to  this  bureau 
of  the  communication  of  the  Hon.  James  L.  Seward,  asking  for  a& 
estimate  of  the  amount  that  would  be  necessary  to  purchase  a  site,  and 
provide  for  a  naval  depot,  at  Blythe  Island,  on  the  coast  of  Georgia, 
and  respectfully  state,  that  the  bureau  has  no  data  upon  which  to  base 
an  estimate  with  any  decree  of  accuracy.  The  site  has  not  yet  been  se- 
lected, and  before  that  is  done  various  examinations  should  be  made. 
The  title  must  also  be  examined  and  certified  to  be  good  by  the  law 
oflfioer  of  the  government,  jurisdiction  over  the  land  must  be  obtained 
from  the  State,  before  any  expenditure  of  money  can  be  legally  made, 
either  for  the  purchase  of  the  ground,  or  for  the  erection  of  buildings, 
&c.,  thereon.  The  sum  of  $200,000  is  a  small  amount  for  the  com- 
mencement of  improvements  for  a  navy-yard,  if  the  site  is  unincumbered 
and  paid  for ;  no  correct  estimate  therefore  can  be  made,  for  docb, 
wharves,  storehouse  and  workshops,  until  the  premises  shall  have 
been  examined,  and  the  cost  and  kind  of  materials  to  be  used,  ascer- 
tained ;  it  may,  however,  be  said  that  $500,000  is  a  moderate  sum 
with  which  to  commence  the  establishment  of  a  navy-yard. 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Seward  is  herewith  returned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

JOSEPH  SAHTH. 


No.  11. 

Navy  Department,  February  26,  1857. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  has  been  received.  The  deparir 
ment  does  not  anticipate  any  difficulty  in  your  finding  at  Brunswick 
a  suitable  boat  and  other  necessaries  for  making  the  survey.  Yoa 
will  take  duplicate  vouchers  for  all  expenditures,  and  will  draw  upon 
the  department  for  funds  to  meet  them,  advising  the  department  by 
the  first  opportunity  of  the  number  and  amount  of  each  draft. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  C.  DOBBIN. 
Captain  James  M.  McIntosh,  United  States  Navy. 

(Care  of  J.  Farley  Cox,  Great  Western  Insurance  Company,  No. 
33  Pine  street.  New  York.) 
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No.  12. 

Brunswick,  Georgia,  March  13,  1857.  . 

Sir  :  The  commission  designated  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
through  your  predecessor,  ^^to  examine  and  report  as  to  a  suitable  site 
on  Blythe  Island  on  the  coast  of  Georgia,  for  the  establishment  of  a 
naval  depot  on  that  island,"  having  completed  the  duty  assigned  to  it, 
have  made  a  report  and  annexed  a  sketch  showing  the  most  suitable 
position,  in  its  opinion,  for  such  location.  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to 
order  Lieutejiant  J.  M.  Brooke  to  proceed  to  Washington  with  this  re- 
port and  sketch,  that  any  further  information  or  explanation  which  may 
be  required  by  you  may  be  made  by  an  officer  perfectly  competent  to 
give  it;  this  step  I  hope  you  will  approve.  Here  I  might  rest  and  leave  to 
the  better  judgment  of  the  department  all  further  action  in  this  matter ; 
but,  as  the  senior  member  of  tne  commission,  I  trust  I  may  be  pardoned 
in  (^ling  your  attention  to  a  few  suggestions^  made  with  much  diffi- 
dence and  with  great  respect. 

You  will  perceive  from  the  report  that  no  ship  drawing  over  twenty- 
two  feet  will  be  able  to  reach  the  point  designated  on  the  plan  for  the 
depot  except  at  high-water,  a  greater  draft  would  put  the  ship  on  the 
bottom  at  low-water,  a  fact  to  be  avoided  always  in  vessels  of  war,  if 
possible.  We  are  constantly  informed  that  ships  of  the  heaviest  draft 
n  the  navy  can  come  up  to  Blythe  Island ;  this  is  true  to  a  certain  ex- 
«nt;  the  bar  forming  the  entrance  into  Turtle  river,  between  the 
slands  of  St.  Simons  and  Jekyl,  is  admitted  to  have  eighteen  feet  water 
it  low  tide,  a  seven  foot  rise  and  fall  of  tide  would  make  twenty-five 
bet  at  high-water,  consequently  with  a  smooth  bar  at  full  tide  most 
)f  our  frigates  might  enter  having  a  foot  or  two  feet  to  spare,  and  run 
ip  to  the  very  spot  designated  for  the  depot ;  but  the  fall  of  seven  feet 
reduces  it  again  to  eighteen  or  twenty  feet,  not  enough  for  the  frigate 
to  float  in ;  a  sufficient  depth  can  be  found  in  St.  Simons  sound,  under 
Jekyl  Island,  and  in  some  parts  of  Turtle  river  for  any  ship  to  ride  at 
sinchor  with  safety  that  comd  cross  the  bar.  But  without  incurring  a 
heavy  expense  in  dredging  and  building  the  necessary  wharves  over  an 
extensive  marsh,  whicn  you  perceive  from  the  chart  and  sketeh,  I  am 
forced  to  say,  in  my  opinion,  no  suitable  site  for  a  naval  depot  for  our 
Largest  class  ships  can  be  found  on  Blythe  Island. 

If  a  depot  however  is  established,  then  I  think  it  most  desirable  for 
the  government  to  purchase,  if  practicable,  the  island ;  it  is  only  six 
miles  in  length,  containing  about  two  thousand  four  hundred  acres  of 
upland,  and  which  in  my  opinion  is  well  adapted  to  the  growth  of 
the  live-oak,  and  which  it  has  been  ascertained  is  fit  for  the  building 
of  large  class  ships  in  sixty  years,  when  planted  from  the  acorn.  I 
venture  this  assertion  because  I  have  been  a  resident  in  earlier  life  on 
our  sea  islands  on  this  coast  which  produces  the  best  live-oak,  because  I 
discover  a  similar  soil  on  Blythe  Island,  and  from  finding  much  of  the 
original  growth  to  have  been  live-oak,  killed  by  being  girdled  and  by 
other  means  for  the  purpose  of  cultivating  the  island,  and  which  is  no^ 
covered,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  portion  vj\i\c\i  \iab%\i^^\i\s^<^'t^^ 
:recentlj  cultivated ^  with  a  thrifty  growth,  of  yeWoNv  y^h^. 
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I  consider  ftirther  that  the  buildings  and  improTemements  would  be 
very  insecure  should  any  attempt  be  made  after  they  were  built  to  cul- 
tivate the  island  with  negroes  who  are  known  to  be  habitually  careless 
with  fires,  and  in  a  dry  season  with  such  inflammable  materials  as  pine 
and  palmetto  if  once  kindled  the  conflagation  most  probably  would  only 
be  checked  by  the  limits  of  the  island.  It  is  also  in  the  winter  season 
when  everything  is  dry  and  most  apt  to  burn,  frequently  resorted  to 
for  game  by  hunters  who  make  fires  and  leave  them  burning  when 
they  spread  ofttimes  to  the  distruction  of  property,  and  unless  the 
government  owned  or  leased  the  island,  I  see  no  means  by  which  thi^ 
dangerous  difficulty  could  be  avoided.     There  is  again  another  reason, 

f^rog  shops  might  be  opened  in  all  directions  around  the  yard  and 
iquor  supplied  to  the  mechanics  and  laborers  without  limit,  whidi 
would  produce  insubordination  and  trouble  that  would  require  a  very 
strong  marine  guard  to  suppress  for  no  police  or  military  relief  could 
be  obtained  on  the  island. 

I  believe  with  care  and  judgment  the  whole  island  may  be  bought 
for  a  small  advance  upon  what  the  commissioners  deem  absolute  neces- 
sary for  the  depot.  I  make  these  remarks  solely  for  the  security  of  the 
government. 

With  the  exception  of  Lieutenant  Brooke  the  commissioners  will 
await  your  further  instructions  in  this  vicinity,  and  letters  will  reach 
me  at  Darien,  Mcintosh  county. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  M.  McINTOSH, 

Captain  United  States  Navy. 
Hon.  I.  ToucEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 


No.  13. 

Brunswick,  Georgia,  March  13,  1857. 

Sir:  The  commission  appointed  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  select  a  suitable  site  on  Blythe  Island,  on  the  coast  of  Georgia, 
for  a  naval  depot,  authorized  by  act  of  Congress  approved  January  28, 
1857,  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report,  with  a  chart  and 
sketch  showing  the  form  of  the  island,  the  character  of  its  ap- 
proaches, &c. : 

REPORT. 

The  site  selected  by  the  commission,  on  the  eastern  shore,  near  the 
southern  extremity  of  the  island,  may  advantageously  comprise  that 
portion  of  upland  and  salt  marsh  lying  south  of  the  line  on  the  chart, 
marked  A  B. 

This  site  presents  the  following  relative  advantages :  It  is  the  most 
accessible  to  vessels,  affords  the  deepest  water  nearest  the  upland,  with 
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the  greatest  breadth  of  channel.  In  fact,  the  island  does  not  present 
any  other  site  available  for  a  naval  depot ;  for,  with  the  exception  of 
the  northern  shore,  where  the  water  is  shoal,  and  a  portion  of  about 
sixty  yards  on  the  eastern  shore,  south  of  the  line  A  B,  it  is  bordered 
by  extensive  salt  marshes. 

The  upland,  lying  at  a  general  elevation  of  five  or  six  feet  above 
common  high-water  mark,  is  estimated  to  contain  about  two  thousand 
four  hundred  acres;  is  nearly  level;  a  sandy  but  firm  and  rich  soil. 
The  greater  portion  has  been  under  cultivation,  but  at  this  time,  with 
the  exception  of  a  field  on  the  southern  part,  containing  about  two 
hundred  acres,  it  is  overgrown  with  pines  and  young  live-oaks. 
There  are  a  few  full-grown  live-oaks,  and  the  island  presents  abund- 
ant evidence  of  its  adaptation  to  the  growth  of  this  valuable  timber. 
Fresh  water,  apparently  good,  is  obtained  by  sinking  wells,  and  at 
this  season  it  rises  to  within  eight  feet  of  the  surface. 

It*  will  be  observed,  referring  to  the  accompanying  chart,  that  in 
constructing  wharves,  docks,  and  other  improvements  capable  of  ac- 
commodating vessels  of  the  draft  permitted  to  enter  by  the  bar  and 
harbor  channels,  it  will  be  necessary  to  locate  the  quay  wall  at  a  con- 
siderable distance  from  the  upland  beyond  the  marsh,  and  to  fill  in 
the  intervening  space.  This  marsh  consists  of  a  deposit  of  tenacious 
mud,  about  ten  feet  in  depth,  and,  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  rest- 
ing upon  hard  sand. 

The  approaches  to  this  site,  with  that  part  of  Turtle  river  washing 
the  eastern  shores  of  Blythe  Island,  were  surveyed  by  the  hydro- 
graphical  party  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Trenchard.  We 
have  consulted  an  authentic  copy  of  that  coast  survey  chart,  and  have 
sounded  the  other  channels  about  the  island.  That  branch  of  Turtle 
river  which  bounds  the  southwest  shores  of  the  island,  included  within 
the  limits  of  the  proposed  site,  ofiers  some  facilities  as  a  water  front, 
but  the  channel  is  narrow  and  crooked.  It  would  serve  subordinate 
purposes  in  the  economy  of  a  naval  depot. 

The  commission,  having  in  view  the  interests  of  the  government, 
respectfully  suggest  the  purchase  of  the  whole  island,  since  it  could 
probably  be  obtained  at  a  small  advance  upon  the  cost  of  a  site  for  the 
naval  depot.  The  operatives  would  be  protected  from  the  extortion  of 
land  owners,  there  would  be  less  danger  to  public  property  from  fire, 
and  the  live-oak  could  be  successfully  cultivated. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants^ 

JAMES  M.  McINTOSH, 

Captain^  United  States  Navy. 
H.  J.  HARTSTENE, 

Commander y  United  States  Navy, 
JOHN  M.  BROOKE, 

Lieutenant,  United  States  Navy. 
CALVIN  BROWN, 

Civil  Engineer. 
Hon.  Isaac  Toucey, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington^  D,  C. 
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No.  14. 

Navy  Department,  March  18,  185T. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  12tli  instant,  inclosing  the  report  of  the 
commission,  of  which  you  were  the  senior  member,  as  to  a  suitable 
site,  on  Blythe  Island,  coast  of  Georgia,  for  the  establishment  of  a 
naval  depot  on  that  island,  has  been  received  by  the  hands  of  Lieu- 
tenant John  M.  Brooke. 

Having  performed  the  duty  assigned  to  you,  you  will  return  to  your 
residence  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  regard  yourself  as  waiting 
orders. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

I.  TOUCEY. 
Captain  Jabies  M.  McIntosh, 

United  States  Navy,  Brunstvickj  Georgia. 


No.  15. 

Navy  Department,  March  18,  1857. 

Sir:  Having  performed  the  duty  assigned  to  you  under  your  order 
of  the  19th  of  February,  you  will  return  to  your  residence  at  Savan- 
nah, Georgia,  and  regard  yourself  as  waiting  orders. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

I.  TOUCEY. 
H.  J.  Hartstene, 

United  States  Navy,  Brunsioicky  Georgia, 


No.  16. 

Navy  Department,  March  18,  1857. 

Sir:  Having  performed  the  duty  assigned  to  you,  under  the  orders 
of  the  department  of  the  19th  ultimo,  you  will  return  to  your  duties 
at  the  navy-yard  at  Norfolk,  Virginia. 

I  am^  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  TOUCEY. 

Calvin  Brown,  Esq., 

Civil  Engineer,  Brunswick,  Georgia. 


No.  n. 


Washington,  March  23,  1857. 

Sir  :  The  comAimoiiera  a^^ointed  by  your  department  to  locate  a 
naval  depot  on  B\yl\ift  \A«bicA^  xi^^x  ^x\w^.wv2<^^Qi^«t^\a.^  having  at- 


NAVAL  DEPOT  AT  BLYTHE  ISLAND.  15 

tended  to  that  duty,  and  having  presented  a  report  to  your  depart- 
ment on  the  18th  of  the  present  month,  the  undersigned,  being  one 
of  the  proprietors  of  the  property  designated  by  said  commissioners, 
and  having  full  power  to  negotiate  the  sale  of  the  s^me,  would  re- 
spectfully call  your  attention  to  said  report,  and  would  request  its 
immediate  reference  to  the  appropriate  bureau,  that  the  facts  in  rela- 
tion to  said  location  may  be  suitably  and  speedily  spread  before  you. 

I  must  beg  your  indulgence  for  pressing  this  matter,  as  it  is  mjr 
only  business  in  Washington,  and  I  am  anxious  to  return  to  my  resi- 
dence in  Preston,  Connecticut. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

AMOS  DAVIS. 

Hon.  I.  ToucEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


No.  18. 

Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  April  11,  1857. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  reference  to  this  bureau 
of  the  report  and  accompanying  plans  of  the  commission  appointed 
to  select  a  site  for  a  naval  depot  on  Blythe  Island,  Georgia,  and  in 
compliance  with  the  indorsement  thereon,  to  submit  the  following 
remarks: 

The  bureau  is  personally  unacquainted  with  the  waters  and  country 
of  Blythe  Island,  but  from  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  and  the 
plan  accompanying  it,  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  site  selected  is  the 
best  the  island  affords ;  and  the  law  confides  no  discretion  to  select 
any  other  location. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  chart  that  off  this  site  no  vessel  of  two  hun- 
dred feet  in  length,  can  swing  at  anchor,  therefore  it  will  be  necessary 
when  vessels  come  to  the  yard  to  moor  them  head  and  stern,  or  make 
them  fast  to  a  wharf  or  pier.  Safe  and  convenient  anchorage^  how- 
ever, is  shown  not  far  seaward  of  this  site. 

The  commissioners  have  marked  a  plat  containing  about  400  acres 
of  upland  and  600  acres  of  marsh.  It  will  be  seen,  also,  that  either 
a  wharf  of  wood  or  stone,  or  of  both  combined,  or  an  embankment  of 
earth,  must  be  made  of  about  800  feet,  to  allow  a  communication  by 
land  to  the  eighteen-feet  water-line  of  the  channel,  if  the  chart  be 
correct. 

The  commissioners  have  marked  a  space  comprising  about  eleven 
hundred  acres  of  upland  and  marsh,  which  embraces  all  the  ground 
south  of  line  A  B. 

I  have  marked  a  plat  containing  about  600  acres  of  upland  and 
marsh,  which  would  be  a  large  area  for  a  navy-yard.  I  have  also 
marked  a  space  of  80  acres  of  upland  and  marsh,  which  would  be 
ample  for  all  the  purposes  of  a  navy-yard  at  that  place,  as  the  marsh 
south  of  this  line  I  consider  only  valuable  to  prevent  encroachmft\^t%. 
near  the  yard.  .  ^ 

Of  the  value  of  tbeee  grounds,  upland  and  'niaT«i^i,\c,«tt\iQ^»  «^^i«- 
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with  confidence,  being  entirely  unacquainted  with  the  value  of  land 
there,  and  Lieutenant  Brooke,  one  of  the  commissioners,  is  unable  to 
enlighten  me  on  this  point. 

Should  the  department  purchase  one  of  these  sites,  I  would  recom- 
mend that  the  balance  of  the  appropriation  be  expended,  first,  in  the 
erection  of  quarters  for  the  commandant  and  engineer,  and  the  con- 
struction of  a  wharf  or  road  by  which  to  communicate  with  the 
eighteen-feet  water-line. 

The  report  and  plans  are  herewith  returned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant. 

JOSEPH  SMITH. 

Hon.  Isaac  Toucey, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


No.  19. 

Washington,  D.  C,  AprU  17, 1857. 

Sir  :  The  proprietors  of  Blythe  Island  understand  from  the  Hon. 
James  L.  Seward,  of  Greorgia,  that  you  would  receive  propositions 
from  them  for  the  purchase  of  a  site  for  the  '*  naval  depot"  on  Blythe 
Island,  Georgia,  thus: 

For  the  80  acres  designated  by  Commodore  Smith;  for  the  600  acres, 
also  designated  by  him  ;  for  the  1,100  acres  indicated  on  the  map  ac- 
companying the  report  of  the  commissioners  who  marked  the  site;  for 
the  whole  island,  the  balance  not  now  taken^  subject  to  the  approval  of 
Conffress  by  appropriation  hereirfter. 

The  following  propositions  are  submitted  by  the  proprietors,  with 
the  accompanying  remarks: 

For  80  acres,  being  the  principal  water-front,  |120,000. 

For  600  acres,  embracing  the  80  acres,  with  water  front,  $140,000. 

For  1,100  acres,  embracing  the  preceding,  with  water-front, 
1150,000. 

For  4,205  acres,  subject  to  the  approval  of  Congress,  $250,000. 

The  proprietors  of  Blythe  Island,  in  submitting  the  proposition  to 
sell  the  80  acres  of  land,  as  above,  are  sensible  of  the  fact,  that,  if 
they  retain  the  balance  of  the  island,  by  divesting  themselves  of  the 
80  acres,  they  would  materially  reduce  the  value  of  the  remaining 
portion  of  the  island.  In  fact,  the  balance  would  be  left  upon  their 
hands  at  a  mere  nominal  value.  The  80  acres  of  land,  commanding 
as  it  does,  the  deep  water  front,  if  sold,  will  become  detached  from  the 
other  high  land,  the  value  of  which,  aside  from  its  agricultural  value^ 
will  be  diminished  and  made  wholly  objectionable  for  building  pur- 
poses, on  account  of  its  proximity  to  the  government  works  hereafter 
to  be  constructed,  and  from  the  inevitable  annoyances  of  laborers,, 
sailors,  and  marines,  always  to  be  kept  employed  near  to,  and  in  front 
of  the  adjoining  high  lands. 

For  these  reasons,  they  prefer  selling  a  greater  quantity  of  land  at 
a  graduated  pric5  below  that  mentioned  for  the  80  acres.  The  68ft 
acres,  constituting  a  quantity  of  land,  of  which  the  80  acres  are  a 
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part,  lying  adjacent,  and  partly  intermediate  the  water  front,  and  the 
balance  of  the  land,  making  the  1^100  acres,  would,  in  a  correspond- 
ingly diminished  ratio,  affect  the  remaining  portion  of  the  land  con- 
trolled by  the  same  facts  and  affected  by  the  same  reasons.  So,  also, 
as  to  the  1,100  acres.  The  value  of  the  whole  island,  with  an  aggre- 
gate estimate  placed  upon  it,  as  the  proprietors  know  from  their  ac- 
qnaintance  with  the  locality,  and  the  public  appreciation  of  it  in  that 
vicinity,  depends  upon  the  eligibility  of  certain  parts  of  the  island, 
its  water  front,  and  the  surrounding  view,  which  makes  this  island  a 
most  attractive  and  beautiful  spot  for  a  town,  or  for  private  residences. 
The  value  of  the  property  would  be  essentially  depreciated  by  parting 
with  that  portion  of  it  bordering  upon  the  deep  water.  These  several 
matters  can  only  be  properly  and  justly  considered  by  persons  fa- 
miliar with  the  location  of  the  island,  and  the  peculiar  circumstances 
which  give  it  its  value.  The  proximity  of  Blythe  Island  to  Bruns- 
wick, its  accessibility  by  railroads,  in  process  of  construction,  its  ad- 
vantages for  navigation,  all  conspire  to  give  peculiar  value  to  the 
property.  The  proprietors  would  prefer  not  to  divide  the  island  as  pro- 
posed, if  fair  terms  could  be  agreed  upon  for  the  purchase  of  the  whole 
roperty,  as  they  are  satisfied  that  their  interests  would  materially  suffer 
y  parting  with  any  separate  portion  of  it.  If  the  government  should 
contract  for  the  80  acres,  the  600  acres,  or  the  1,100  acres,  absolutely, 
the  proprietors  would  enter  into  an  executory  contract,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  Congress,  (otherwise  to  be  void,)  to  convey  the  balance  of 
the  island  for  the  additional  compensation,  making  the  whole  amount 
of  $250,000.  The  department  will  doubtless  remember  that  the  choice 
of  our  land  is  made  by  the  government.  We  are  not  called  upon  to 
select  what  portion  of  the  island  we  would  prefer  selling,  but  are  called 
upon  to  part  with  the  most  valuable  portion  of  the  island,  without  re- 
gard to  its  relative  value.  We  consider  any  sale  an  inconvenience  and 
damage  to  us  rather  than  a  benefit,  unless  we  dispose  of  the  whole  island, 
4,205  acres,  which  we  estimate  at  |250,000,  being  a  fraction  less  than 
$60  per  acre.  Mr.  Davis,  acting  in  behalf  of  the  proprietors  of 
Blythe  Island,  would  be  pleased  to  have  an  interview  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  and  asks  that  he  will  designate  the  time,  say  to- 
morrow, or  any  future  day,  that  the  propositions  may  be  reviewed  and 
considered,  personally,  so  as  to  accommodate  any  reasonable  view  that 
may  be  entertained  by  the  government. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

AMOS  DAVIS, 
For  the  Proprietors  of  Blythe  Island. 
Hon.  Isaac  Toucey, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


I 


No.  20. 

« 

Washington,  April  29,  1857. 

Sir:  The  undersigned,  being  agent  of  tlie  pTO^iV^^.ox^  oS.'^'^'Oc^fe 
Island,  on  the  coast  ofOeorgia^  has  the  lionoi  to  c«\\  ^ovrt  ^\XfcXi^2vQr^ 

Ex.  Doc.  56 2 
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to  the  accompanying  bill  authorizing  the  President  **to  purchase  a 
site  for  a  navy  depot  on  Blythe  Island,  on  the  coast  of  Greorgia/*  uA 
also  to  the  following  propositions  on  the  part  of  the  proprietors,  witl 
the  accompanying  remarts : 

The  propositions  for  a  sale  of  portions  or  the  whole  of  Blythe  Island, 
submitted  oy  the  proprietors,  are  as  follows: 

The  proprietors  will  sell  eighty  acres,  embracing  the  deep  water 
front,  for  |120,000;  600  acres,  embracing  the  same,  for  $140,000; 
1,100  acres,  being  the  site  located  by  the  commissioners  appointed  to 
locate  a  site  for  the  navy  depot,  for  |150,000. 

If  the  government  will  purchase  cU  once  either  of  the  above-mentioned 
portions,  at  the  prices  named,  the  proprietors  will  enter  into  an  execu- 
tory contract  to  sell  the  whole  island  for  such  a  sum  as,  together  with 
the  price  of  the  portion  first  taken,  should  amount  to  $250,000;  the 
executory  contract  for  the  sale  of  the  whole  of  the  remaining  portion 
to  depend  upon  an  appropriation  by  Congress. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  invites  the  attention  of  the  President 
to  the  following  reasons  why  the  government  should  at  once  purchase 
a  portion  of  the  island,  and  enter  into  an  executory  contract  for  the 
purchase  of  the  whole  remaining  portion  at  the  prices  above  named: 

1.  For  depth  of  water,  capability  for  defense,  salubrity  of  climate, 
contiguity  to  timber  and  natural  advantages  of  ground ,  there  is  no 
locality  for  a  navy-yard  in  the  United  States  equal  to  Blythe  Island. 
Reference  may  be  had  to  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  orden 
of  the  late  President  to  locate  the  naval  depot  at  this  point  for  con- 
:firmation  of  this  statement. 

Blythe  Island  being  the  only  eligible  point  for  a  navy  depot  within 
e  harbor,  admitted  to  be  best  on  the  whole  Atlantic  coast  south  of 
H^orfolk,  its  possession  is  indispensable  to  the  government  at  any 
price. 

2.  The  island  contains  4,205  acres ;  $250,000,  the  price  asked  for 
the  whole  island,  would  be  not  quite  sixty  dollars  per  acre. 

3.  Two  thousand  five  hundred  acres  of  the  island  are  of  the  best 
•quality  for  planting  or  farming,  and  have  been  for  many  years  culti- 
vated for  Sea-island  cotton.  This  portion  of  the  island  is  worth  $100 
per  acre  for  simply  growing  Sea-Island  cotton.  If  Brui\3wick,  only 
two  miles  distant,  becomes  a  large  city,  as  it  inevitably  must,  the  land 
will  be  worth  twice  as  much  for  market  gardening. 

4.  It  will  be  worth  even  more  for  villas  and  private  residences,  on 
account  of  its  beautiful  location. 

5.  A  large  portion  of  the  island  is  covered  with  timber,  and  the 
material,  as  it  now  stands  on  the  island,  will  be  worth  to  the  govern- 
ment at  least  $100,000  for  use  in  the  works  to  be  constructed. 

6.  The  island  was  originally  covered  with  live-oak,  said  by  Michaux, 
in  his  Sylva  Americana,  to  be,  at  this  locality,  the  best  in  the  United 
States.     Young  live-oaks  are  springing  up  all  over  the  island. 

Suppose  that  live-oaks  were  suffered  lo  grow  or  were  planted  on 
2,000  acres.  These  trees  at  this  locality  attain  a  diameter  of  two  feet 
in  twenty  years.  Live-oak  costs  the  government  at  Norfolk  two  dollars 
per  cubic  foot.  In  twenty  years  each  tree  would  contain  at  least  twenty 
cubic  feet,  and  would  be  worth  at  least  forty  dollars.    If  only  ten  trees 
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should  grow  an  acre,  the  value  of  the  timber  on  2,000  acres  in  twenty 
years  would  be  $800,000. 

7.  The  island  is  owned,  in  common  and  undivided,  by  a  dozen  or 
more  individuals,  who  now  have  joined  in  a  power  of  attorney  author- 
izing a  sale  to  the  government  on  the  terms  proposed. 

The  proprietors  of  the  largest  shares  are  owners  of  property  in  the 
adjoining  city  of  Brunswick,  and  in  the  railroads  and  canal  communi- 
cating with  that  city,  and  are  willing  to  sell  for  the  price  now  asked — 
much  less  than  the  real  value — on  account  of  the  incidental  benefit 
which  will  accrue  to  their  other  property  from  the  establishment  of  a 
naval  depot  in  the  vicinity.  Some  of  the  proprietors  have  no  such 
motive ;  and  there  is  imminent  danger,  if  the  sale  is  not  closed  at  once, 
that  they  will  withdraw  the  power  to  sell,  with  the  view  of  getting  a 
better  price  from  other  parties.  It  is  particularly  important  that  the 
sale,  if  it  is  to  be  made,  should  be  closed  before  the  14th  of  May  next, 
at  which  time  the  semi-annual  sale  of  city  lots  will  take  place  at 
Brunswick,  when  great  excitement  in  relation  to  investments  in 
property  will  exist  in  that  place. 

8.  Other  purchasers  of  this  property  have  lately  offered  very  advan- 
tageous terms  to  the  proprietors  ;  for  instance,  the  Macon  and  Bruns-  ^ 
wick  Bailroad  Company  are  desirous  of  obtaining  a  portion  of  the 
island  for  the  terminus  of  their  road. 

9.  The  proprietors  are  desirous,  for  obvious  reasons,  if  they  sell  at 
all  to  the  government,  to  sell  the  whole  island.  If  only  80  or  600 
acres  are  sold  the  whole  of  the  deep-water  front  will  be  taken,  and  the 
remaining  portion  of  the  island  will  be  valueless  for  commercial  pur- 
poses. If  a  naval  depot  is  established  on  any  part  of  the  island,  the 
rest  of  the  property  will  be  ruined  for  villas  and  private  residences  of 
a  superior  class.  The  population  of  a  naval  depot,  consisting,  as  it 
will,  principally  of  laborers,  sailors,  and  marines,  will  be  of  such  a 
character  as  to  render  the  rest  of  the  island  a  most  unsuitable  place  of 
residence  for  the  class  which  would  otherwise  occupy  it.  It  is,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  a  sale  of  a  part  of  the  island  would  diminish  the  value 
of  all  the  rest,  that  the  proprietors  ask  such  apparently  disproportionate 
prices  for  the  several  portions  offered. 

10.  On  the  other  hand  it  would  be  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
government  to  have  the  control  of  the  whole  island.  They  will  save 
an  enormous  expense  for  inclosures.  They  will  not  be  cramped  for 
room  as  they  now  are  at  every  other  navy-yard  in  the  country.  They 
can  exclude  dram-shops  and  disorderly  houses,  and  a  class  of  people 
who  ordinarily  prey  upon  sailors  and  marines.  They  can  secure  the 
property  at  the  depot  from  depredators  and  incendiaries.  They  can 
have  hospitals  entirely  separated  and  at  a  distance  from  the  places  of 
labor — a  point  which  experience  at  Norfolk  and  Brooklyn  has  shown 
to  be  of  the  highest  importance. 

11.  Appropriations  of  land  for  government  works  have  been  almost 
invariably  made  on  too  limited  a  scale.  This  is  shown  at  the  Capitol 
and  arsenal,  in  the  city  of  Washington.  Tlie  navy-yards  at  Charles- 
town,  Brooklyn,  Philadelphia,  and  Norfolk,  are  all  too  limited,  and  the 
purchase  of  more  land  for  each  of  them  has  beeiv  T^cio\xi\xi^\i^^^.  T^^ 
defect  of  too  narrow  limita  ia  not  easily  TemediedL,  fcx  «u^  ^^\Ri\iw>rs\ 
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requires  the  demolition  or  reconstruction  of  works  erected  at  greit 

expense. 

The  opportunity  is  presented  at  Blythe  Island  of  laying  out  a  naTnl 
depot  or  navy-yard  at  the  central  point  of  American  commerce,  at  a 
point  near  the  West  India  Islands  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  there- 
fore near  the  seat  of  future  naval  operations,  upon  a  scale  commensu- 
rate with  the  expansion  of  our  country  and  commerce,  and  with  the 
future  increase  of  our  navy.  It  is  believed  that  the  commissioners  had 
these  views  in  recommending  the  purchase  of  the  whole  island. 

Finally.  The  city  of  Brunswick  is  destined  to  be,  at  no  distant  day, 
the  most  important  commercial  city  south  of  Baltimore,  with  the  ex- 
ception, perhaps,  of  New  Orleans.  Its  harbor  will  admit  vessels  of 
the  largest  class.  Its  salubrity  will  render  it  accessible  at  every  season. 
It  will  be  connected  with  the  Altamaha  river  by  a  canal  nearly  finished, 
opening  over  500  miles  of  steamboat  navigation,  and  thus  will  become 
the  most  important  place  on  the  whole  coast  for  the  export  of  southern 
pine.  It  will  be  connected  with  the  gulf  by  the  Brunswick  and  Florida 
road,  now  under  construction  and  partly  in  operation,  and  being  the 
nearest  Atlantic  port  to  the  Mississippi,  and  nearly  on  the  line  of  the 
thirty-second  parallel  of  latitude,  will  be  the  eastern  terminus  of  the 
Southern  Pacific  railroad.  It  is  to  be  the  terminus  of  the  Macon  and 
Brunswick  railroad,  which  will  receive  the  freight  on  2,500  miles  of 
railroad  destined  for  Atlantic  ports.  These  connections  must  make 
Brunswick,  with  its  admirable  advantages  as  a  shipping  port,  in  a  few 
years,  a  great  city.  Blythe  Island  is  only  two  miles  distant,  and 
directly  in  front  of  this  city.  Judging  from  the  value  of  land  con- 
tiguous to  other  important  cities,  it  is  safe  to  estimate  that  this  island 
in  ten  years  will  be  worth  ten  times  the  price  now  asked  for  it.  Now 
is  the  time,  if  ever,  for  the  government  to  secure  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  L.  HAYS, 
Agent  for  Proprietors  of  Blythe  Idand, 

The  President  op  the  United  States. 

Note. — The  commissioners  were  Captain  Mcintosh,  Commander 
Hartstene,  Lieutenant  Brooke,  Civil  Engineer  Brown,  all  of  the  United 
States  navy,  and  appointed  without  consultation  with  the  proprietors 
under  instructions  to  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


No.  21. 

[Private  and  Confidential.] 

Navy  Department,  May  4,  1857. 


My  dear  Sir:  By  direction  of  the  President,  I  have  been  looking 
into  the  subject  of  the  purchase  of  a  site  for  a  naval  depot  on  Blythe 
Island,  and  for  t\i\a  -pxniiao^^  i^o^'^^^fc^  ^  ^lo^osition  from  the  proprie- 
tors of  tbe  texma  oti  ^\i\d3L  VXi^^  ^wsJA  ^v^^^^^^  ^S.  ^^  ^rxss^^^^M  %cres, 
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1,100  acres,  and  the  whole  island.     I  have  received  from  them  the 
following,  to  my  mind,  very  extravagant  propositions: 

For  80  acres  of  upland,  embracing  the  deep-water  front |120,000 

For  600  acres,  embracing  the  above  80  acres  and  deep-water 

front 140,000 

For  1,100  acres,  embracing  the  600  and  80  acres  and  water 

front 150,000 

For  the  whole  island 250,000 

You  will  perceive  that  for  the  80  acres  the  price  charged  is  at  the 
rate  of  |1,500  per  acre,  whilst  for  520  acres,  the  balance  of  the  parcel 
of  600  acres,  is  offered  at  a  little  more  than  |38  an  acre,  and  for  500, 
the  balance  of  the  1,100-acre  lot,  at  the  rate  of  a  little  over  |9  an  acre. 

I  am  very  desirous  of  carrying  out  the  law  with  promptness  and  a 
due  regard  to  the  rights  of  individuals  and  the  interests  of  the  gov- 
ernment, and  have  therefore  addressed  you  this  communication  to 
show  the  embarrassment  in  which  the  department  is  placed,  and  to 
ask  your  views  with  regard  to  the  different  propositions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  TOUCET. 
Hon.  James  L.  Seward, 

ThomasviUe,  Georgia. 

Also,  to — 

Hon.  A.  IvERSON, 

Columbus,  Georgia. 


No.  22. 

Columbus,  Georgia,  May  8,  1857. 

Dear  Sir:  Tour  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  addressed  to  the  Hon. 
James  L.  Seward,  but  directed  to  me  under  cover,  and  marked 
"private  and  confidential,"  has  been  received.  I  presume  that  it  is  a 
copy  or  duplicate  of  one  written  to  Mr.  Seward,  and  intended  to  elicit 
his  and  my  opinion  and  advice  upon  the  matter  in  hand.  I  am  free 
to  say  that,  from  conversations  which  I  held  with  Messrs.  Davis  and 
Hays,  representing  the  owners  of  Blythe  Island,  before  I  left  Wash- 
ington, I  suspected  an  intention  upon  their  part  to  demand  a  most  ex- 
travagant sum  for  the  site  selected  for  a  naval  depot  on  that  island ; 
and  it  was  in  consequence  of  the  impression  made  on  me  that  I  sought 
an  interview  with  you  on  the  subject,  and  suggested  caution  in  making 
the  purchase.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  price  demanded,  as  stated  in 
your  letter,  is  extravagant  and  inadmissible.  The  present  owners  of 
the  island,  I  am  informed,  did  not  pay  more  than  fifteen  or  sixteen 
thousand  dollars  for  it,  and  now  to  put  it  at  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  is  preposterous.  I  was  and  am  the  wariEL  ftvwjdc  ^^ 
the  establishment  of  this  depot  at  Brunswick,  WH  3lo  TiQ\»\kft«v\a.\fc  X.'Ck 
declare  that  I  would  vote  for  a  repeal  of  the  \avr  \ieXot^\  ^oviW^^^^- 
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tion  such  an  imposition  upon  the  government.  In  a  conversation 
which  I  had  with  Mr.  J.  L.  Seward  on  the  day  of  my  departure  from 
Washington  we  agreed  that  not  more  than  seventy  thousand  doUan 
should  or  ought  to  be  given  for  the  1,000  acres  marked  out  as  the  site 
by  the  commissioners,  one  hundred  dollars  per  acre  for  the  400  acres 
of  high  land,  and  fifty  dollars  per  acre  for  the  600  acres  of  marsh.  I 
remain  of  that  opinion,  and  would  suggest  to  you,  if  1,000  acres  are 
deemed  necessary  or  important,  to  offer  them  that  sum  as  an  ultima- 
tum, and  state  to  them,  in  terms,  that  if  they  do  not  accede  to  your 
proposition  you  will  decline  any  further  action  in  the  matter,  and 
refer  it  to  the  next  Congress.  This  is  my  advice,  and  I  will  sustain 
you  in  this  course  in  the  Senate  if  any  discussion  shall  arise  upon  the 
subject. 

I  respectfully  suggest  that  you  do  not  purchase  more  than  the 
quantity  of  ground  embraced  in  the  plat  marked  out  by  the  commis- 
sioners. If  it  is  deemed  better  to  limit  the  quantity  to  eighty  acres  of 
upland,  I  think  $500  dollars  an  acre  would  be  the  very  highest  price 
that  ought  to  be  given  for  it,  and  this  should  embrace  the  600  acres  of 
marsh,  which  is  valueless  to  the  owners — 140,000  for  the  whole.  I  take 
the  liberty  of  warning  you  against  influences  that  will  be,  no  doubt,  at- 
tempted to  be  brought  to  bear  upon  you,  and  to  suggest  that,  in  the 
event  of  further  difficulty  in  agreeing  upon  the  price,  you  send  a  con- 
fidential agent  to  Brunswick  to  make  inquiries  as  to  the  real  value  of 
the  land,  and  to  consult  with  leading  disinterested  citizens  of  that 
vicinity  upon  the  policy  to  be  pursued.  If  you  have  no  other  person, 
and  my  other  engagements  shall  not  conflict,  I  would  not  object  to 
act  for  you  in  such  investigation,  charging  nothing  for  my  services 
except  actual  expenses. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  IVEKSOX. 

Hon.  I.  ToucEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


No.  23. 

Office  of  the  Brunswick  and  Florida  Railroad, 

Brunsvnck,  May  23,  1857. 

The  undersigned,  chief  engineer  of  the  Brunswick  and  Florida  rail- 
road, resident  of  this  place  for  more  than  two  years  past,  having  read 
the  proposition  submitted  to  the  government  for  the  purchase  of  a  naval 
site  on  Blythe  Island,  begs  leave  to  make  the  following  statement. 

The  undersigned  has  made  a  personal  reconnoissance  of  Blythe 
Island.  Its  geographical  features  and  other  natural  advantages,  indi- 
cate it  as  a  site  for  a  large  commercial  city,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the 
undersigned,  the  island  must  be  turned  to  this  use,  if  not  appropriated 
by  the  United  States  for  a  naval  depot.  The  undersigned  therefore 
feels  justified  in  saving,  >^va\.  \>[v^  ^^\xfc^Wi«l  \inon  Blythe  Island  by 
its  owners  is  not  oiAy  xea^oxi^XA^^  wcA  ^q^\\sJ^^^\^5X.S^^\»*^^^ 
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have  made  is  a  liberal  offer  towards  the  government.  This  opinion  is 
given  without  reference  to  prospective  value,  and  is  founded  solely  on 
the  state  of  things  as  now  existmg  in  Brunswick  and  its  vicinity. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  L.  8CHLATTER, 
Chief  Engineer y  formerly  Chief  Engineer  of  the 

Pvblic  Works  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
His  Excellency  James  Buchanan, 

President  of  the  United  States, 


No.  24. 

Brunswick,  May  23,  1857. 

The  undersigned  county  surveyor  for  the  county  of  Glynn,  in  the 
Btate  of  Georgia,  respectfully  represents  that  he  has  examined  the  sev- 
eral propositions  submitted  to  the  Navy  Department  by  the  proprietors 
of  Blythe  Island,  for  the  purchase  of  parts  or  the  whole  of  that  island 
for  the  establishment  of  a  naval  depot,  (of  which  propositions  a  copy 
is  hereto  annexed.) 

Having  an  intimate  personal  knowledge  of  the  relative  value  of  prop- 
erty in  and  about  Brunswick,  and  especially  of  the  great  advantages 
possessed  by  Blythe  Island  as  a  site  for  a  naval  depot,  or,  if  not  applied 
to  that  purpose,  as  a  commercial  site  for  a  city,  which  shall  be  the  con- 
centrating point  of  the  several  lines  of  internal  communication  now  in 
process  of  construction  towards  the  harbor  of  Brunswick,  I  respectfully 
represent  that  the  prices  attached  to  the  several  propositions  are  not 
only  fair  and  equitable  in  themselves  but  liberal  towards  the  govern- 
ment, and  such  as  the  government  should  not  hesitate  to  accept. 

And  I  respectfully  ask  that  the  purchase  may  be  concluded,  so  that 
the  law  passed  by  Congress  at  its  last  session  may  be  executed  without 
further  delay. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  W.  TISON, 

County  Surveyor, 

His  Excellency  James  Buchanan, 

President  of  the  United  States, 


No.  25. 

Brunswick,  May  23,  1857. 

The  undersigned  citizens  and  judges  of  the  inferior  court  of  the 
county  of  Glynn,  State  of  Georgia,  respectfully  represent  that  they 
have  examined  the  several  propositions  submitted  to  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment by  the  proprietors  of  Blythe  Island,  for  the  purchase  of  parts  or 
the  whole  of  that  island  for  the  establiahmeivt  ot  a  xi^bN^  ^^Y^\.^  V^*^^ 
which  propositions  a  copy  is  hereto  annexed.^    'B^a.^vcL^  ^\i  \^\\si»ivR^ 
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personal  knowledge  of  the  relative  value  of  property  in  and  about 
Brunswick,  and  especially  of  the  great  advantages  possessed  by  Blythe 
Island  as  a  site  for  a  naval  depot,  or,  if  not  applied  to  that  purpose,  as 
a  commercial  site  for  a  city,  which  shall  be  the  concentrating  point  of 
the  several  lines  of  internal  communication  now  in  process  of  construc- 
tion towards  the  harbor'  of  Brunswick,  we  respectfully  represent  that 
the  prices  attached  to  the  several  propositions  are  not  only  fair  and 
equitable  in  themselves,  but  liberal  towards  the  government,  and  sucli 
as  the  government  should  not  hesitate  to  accept. 

And  we  respectfully  ask  that  the  purchase  may  be  concluded,  so  that 
the  law  adopted  by  Congress  at  its  last  session  may  be  executed  without 
further  delay. 

JULIAN  M.  BURNETT,  J.  I.  C.  G.  C. 

J.  M.  TISON,  J,  I.  C.  G.  C. 

E.  M.  MOORE,  J.  L  C,  G.  G. 

J.  S.  MARLIN,  J.  L  C.  G.  C. 

I,  Arthur  E.  Cochran,  judge  of  the  superior  court  of  the  State  of 
Georgia  for  the  Brunswick  district,  having  examined  the  foregoing 
propositions  and  the  representations  of  the  justices  of  the  inferior  court 
thereunto  attached,  fully  concur  therein,  and  unhesitatingly  indorse 
them. 

ARTHUR  E.  COCHRAN, 

J.  S.  C.  B.  D, 

I  am  well  acquainted  with  the  prices  of  property  at  Brunswick,  and 
concur  fully  with  the  justices  of  the  inferior  court  of  that  county 
that  the  price  asked  for  Blythe  Island  is  fair  and  reasonable,  that  the 
government  of  the  United  States  ought  not  to  hesitate  to  pay  it. 

Yours,  &c., 

ROBERT  COLLDfS. 
His  Excellency  James  Buchanan, 

President  of  the  United  States. 


No.  26. 

Council  Chamber,  City  op  Brunswick, 

May  26,  1857. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  mayor  and  council  of  the  city  of  Brunswick, 
held  this  26th  day  of  May,  1857,  the  following  resolution  was  unani- 
mously adopted: 

Whereas  the  several  propositions  submitted  to  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment by  the  proprietors  of  Blythe  Island  with  regard  to  the  purchase 
of  a  site  on  said  island  for  the  establishment  of  a  naval  depot,  in  pur- 
suance of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  at  its  last  session,  are,  in  the 
deliberate  opinion  of  this  body,  fair  and  just  towards  the  general  gov- 
•ernment ;  the  prices  attached  to  the  several  propositions  being  much 
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less  than  could  be  realized  for  the  property  if  sold  -and  used  for  other 
purposes : 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  mayor  and  eouncil  of  the  city  of  Brunswick  in 
council  assembled,  That  we  earnestly  recommend  the  United  States 
government  to  conclude  the  purchase  of  said  site  on  one  of  the  pro- 
positions submitted  and  hereto  attached. 

Resolved  further,  That  we  suggest  and  recommend  the  purchase  of 
the  entire  island,  being  satisfied  that  the  interest  of  the  government 
would  be  greatly  advanced  thereby. 
Passed  in  council,  May  26,  1857. 

THOMAS  HAUSTAN, 

Mayor  City  of  Brunsmck, 
George  W.  Fahm, 

Clerk  City  of  Brunswick. 


To  his  Excellency  James  Buchanan,  President  of  the  United  States: 

The  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  county  of  Glynn,  State  of  Georgia, 
respectfully  represent :  That  they  have  examined  the  several  proposi- 
tions submitted  to  the  Navy  Department  by  the  proprietors  of  Blythe 
Island  for  the  purchase  of  parts  or  the  whole  of  that  island  for  the 
establishment  of  a  naval  depot,  of  which  propositions  a  copy  is  hereto 
annexed.  Having  an  intimate  personal  knowledge  of  the  relative 
value  of  property  in  and  about  Brunswick,  and  especially  of  the  great 
advantages  possessed  by  Blythe  Island  as  a  site  for  a  naval  depot,  or, 
if  not  applied  to  that  purpose,  as  a  commercial  site  for  a  city  which 
shall  be  tne  concentrating  point  of  the  several  lines  of  internal  com- 
munication now  in  process  of  construction  towards  the  harbor  of 
Brunswick,  we  respectfully  represent  that  the  prices  attached  to  the 
several  propositions  are  not  only  fair  and  equitable  in  themselves,  but 
liberal  towards  the  government,  and  such  as  the  government  should 
not  hesitate  to  accept. 

And  we  respectfully  ask  that  the  purchase  may  be  concluded^  30 
that  the  law  adopted  by  Congress  at  its  last  session  may  be  executed 
without  further  delay. 

James  T.  Blain^  William  Dixon, 

G.  Friedlandly,  George  W.  Fahm, 

John  B.  Lasserre,  Tho.  Bourke, 

Joseph  Dangaix,  H.  Lord  P.  King, 

Andrew  Monnier,  Henry  Du  Bignon,  jr. 

B.  F.  Griffin,  John  Pratt, 

G.  N.  Philips,  H.  B.  Johnston, 

W.  Dart,  J.  H.  Morris, 

T.  G.  Woflfett,  M.  C.  Wilkinson, 

Alexa.  Scrunton,  J.  W.  Dixon, 

G.  D.  Woodbridge,  J.  M.  Williams, 

Jabez  Grimes,  Kichard  Greenfield, 

James  B.  Cleveland,  James  A.  Clubb, 

D.  A.  Houston,  John  J.  Burnett, 
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B.  Winton, 
James  D.  Morgan, 

D.  J.  HoUiway, 
Henry  F.  Bach, 
John  D.  Steuart, 
John  Portell,  jr. 

E.  Cohen, 
M.  Doty, 
J.  Lessner, 

John  A.  B.  Williams, 
Isham  W.  Hawkins, 
S.  J.  Gorton,  ordinary  G.  C. 
James  W.  Hurt, 
George  R.  Frazer, 
Alexander  S.  Blount, 
W.  H.  Spright, 

C.  W.  Styles, 
Joshua  Griffith, 
J.  0.  Moore, 

D.  L.  Goodhread, 
William  S.  Smith, 
D.  H.  Smith, 

C.  M.  Williams, 
J.  D.  Wilkenson, 
William  Dicksar, 
Charles  C,  Uther, 
Lyman  H.  Barnes, 
L.  L.  Spears, 
J.  H.  Sikes, 
Nicholas  Dixon, 


W.  G.  Armor, 
Henry  Ferrill, 
John  Glover, 
E.  H.  McCorm, 
G.  W.  L.  Hall, 
J.  Whitby, 
W.  S.  Cole, 

B.  A.  Lyon, 
William  R.  Bunkley, 

C.  W.  Dixon, 
Thomas  Golden, 
Samuel  Brooks, 
E.  H.  Gatchell, 
Timothy  Minchan, 
Timothy  Mahony, 
William  Mahony, 
John  B.  Arnold, 
J.  M.  Brown, 
Edward  Burkes, 
Henry  J.  Coleman, 
P.  F.  Batemen, 

C.  J.  A.  Rhoads, 

J.  M.  Lain, 

S.  L.  Guest, 

A.  A.  Davis, 

L.  H.  Jordan, 

A,  J,  Miller,  att'y  at  law, 

H.  B.  Harris, 

Luther  Koel, 

C.  M.  Harris. 


No.  27. 

Mayor's  Office, 
Brunsunck,  Georgia ^  May  27,  1857. 

Permit  me,  as  mayor  of  this  embryo  city,  to  very  respectfully  call 
your  attention  to  the  location  and  purchase  of  the  site  for  a  naval 
depot  on  Blythe  Island,  near  our  city,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, passed  at  its  late  session. 

I  am  informed  that  some  difficulty  has  arisen,  in  consequence  of  the 
price  that  has  heen  placed  upon  the  several  propositions  submitted  to 
the  Navy  Department  by  the  owners  of  the  property;  and  I  have 
therefore  carefully  examined  them,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  the  propo- 
sitionB  are  reasonable  and  just — indeed,  much  more  so  than  I  ex- 
pected to  find  them.  The  location  is,  indeed,  an  admirable  one ;  I  hesi- 
tate not  in  declaring  it  to  be,  all  things  considered,  the  best  one  on  the 
globe.  The  great  natural  advantages  of  the  position ;  its  nearness  to 
the  ocean,  and  under  the  influence  as  it  is  of  the  sea-breezes;  the 
health  of  the  site,  surrounded  as  it  is  by  pure  salt  water ;  the  mild- 
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ness  of  the  climate  both  in  summer  and  winter ;  the  central  position 
Tvith  regard  to  all  the  materials  for  ship-building  and  naval  stores, 
and  its  easy  access  and  defense,  will  make  it  in  a  very  short  time,  the 
most  important  naval  station  in  our  country,  and  will  do  much  to- 
wards cementing  the  bonds  of  our  Union,  and  perpetuating  our 
government. 

With  regard  to  the  value  of  the  property,  as  I  before  said,  I  am 
satiflfied  that  the  propositions  are  both  liberal  and  just ;  and  I  am  in- 
duced to  come  to  this  conclusion,  from  the  present  value  of  other 
property,  in  and  near  our  city.  Our  city  councils  appointed  three  as- 
sistants to  assess  the  value  of  all  real  estate  within  the  corporate  lim- 
its— and  the  limits  cover  several  miles  in  extent — and  within  those  lim- 
its there  is  a  tract  of  land  not  laid  out  in  lots,  which  does  not  cover  as 
much  water  front  as  the  proposed  naval  site,  and  the  depth  of  water  is 
much  less  and  greatly  inferior  in  other  respects,  and  in  the  return 
made  by  the  assessors,  only  two  days  since,  the  value  of  this  tract  is 
put  down  at  a  sum  nearly  double  that  asked  for  the  first  proposition 
of  80  acres;  and  within  the  city  proper,  as  much  water  front  as  the 
80  acres  cover  on  Blythe  Island,  and  where  the  advantages  in  every 
particular,  cannot  be  at  all  compared  with  those  of  Blythe  Island, 
was  placed  at  a  sum  nearly  three  times  as  much  as  that  asked  for  the 
80  acres  on  Blythe. 

I  am,  therefore,  of  the  opinion,  deliberately  and  impartially  formed, 
that  the  propositions  are  reasonable,  proper,  and  equitable,  and  that 
the  government  should  not,  for  a  moment,  hesitate  to  make  the  pur- 
chase on  either  of  the  propositions,  satisfied  as  I  am  that  the  greatest 
benefit  will  result  to  the  benefit  of  our  common  country. 

Accept  my  compliments  and  congratulations,  and  believe  me  to  be 
most  sincerely  ana  truly,  respectfully  yours. 

JAMES  HAUSTAN, 


Hon.  James  Buchanan, 

PreML&nt  of  the  United  States, 


Mayor  City  of  Brunswick, 


No.  28. 

Columbus,  Georgia,  May  26,  1857. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  inclose  a  communication  upon  the  subject  of  the  naval 
depot  at  Brunswick,  and  the  purchase  of  a  site  for  the  same  on  Blythe 
Island.  It  is  not  as  extended  as  I  could  wish,  but  still  I  fear  it  is 
tedious  even  in  its  present  form,  and  I  was  unwilling  to  inflict  more 
trouble  of  reading  upon  you.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  make  this  com- 
munication a  private  and  confidential  one,  but  authorize  you  to  make 
whatever  use  of  it  you  deem  proper.  I  am  willing  to  stand  by  all  that 
I  have  said  in  it,  either  in  Congress  or  at  home.  I  will  take  occasion 
however  here,  to  say,  that  I  shall  not  feel  aggrieved  or  mortified  should 
the  department  consider  it  proper,  looking  at  the  whole  subject  with  a 
view  to  execute  the  law,  to  give  a  larger  price  for  the  site  than  I  have 
advised.     I  am  anxious  for  the  prompt  execution  of  the  act  o£  Gora.- 
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gress,  and  for  the  prosperity  of  Brunswick,  but  cannot  recommend  the 
purchase  at  a  mark  which  I  deem  highly  exorbitant. 

My  expenses  going  and  returning  on  this  service  were  forty-five  dol- 
lars, which  you  will  do  me  the  favor,  agreeably  to  your  letter  of  the 
13th  instant,  to  remit  me  by  check  on  New  York. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  IVERSON. 
Hon.  I.  ToucEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Columbus,  Georgia,  May  26,  1857. 

Dear  Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  request,  contained  in  your  letter  of  the 
13th  instant,  I  proceeded  at  once  to  Brunswick,  from  whence  I  had 
just  returned.  I  spent  two  days  and  a  half  in  making  inquiries  and 
obtaining  such  information  as  was  accessible  to  me  upon  the  subject  of 
my  visit.  I  found  it  difficult  to  obtain  disinterested  opinions  as  to  the 
real,  as  well  as  the  relative  and  prospective  value  of  Blythe  Island, 
upon  which  the  act  of  Congress  fixes  the  naval  depot.  The  citizens  of 
Brunswick  and  its  vicinity  are  deeply  concerned  for  the  erection  of  the 
naval  depot  near  their  city.  The  direct  and  collateral  advantages  to 
their  growing  town  of  the  establishment  of  the  depot  at  or  near  it, 
are  considered  of  great  importance;  besides  which  there  is  another 
circumstance  and  consideration  which  operates  a  powerful  influence 
upon  their  opinions  and  wishes.  The  prmcipal  owner  of  Blythe  Isl- 
and, Mr.  Amos  Davis,  is  also  the  third  owner  of  the  Brunswick  and 
Altamaha  canal,  the  completion  of  which  is  considered  of  vast  import- 
ance to  the  city.  It  is  understood  that  he  is  crippled  in  his  pecuniarj 
resources  and  unable  to  furnish  his  quota  of  the  funds  necessary  to 
complete  this  work  unless  he  can  sell  Blythe  Island  at  a  large  price  to 
the  government.  The  money  which  he  is  expected  to  realize  from  his 
interest  in  the  island  is  to  be  applied  to  the  completion  of  the  canal. 
Hence,  the  people  of  Brunswick  are  not  only  willing,  but  anxious  that 
the  proprietors  of  Blythe  Island  shall  obtain  as  large  a  price  as  possible 
for  their  property.  I  mention  these  facts  and  considerations  to  show 
how  difficult  it  was  and  is  to  obtain  reliable  information  as  to  the 
value  of  the  property  and  disinterested  opinions  as  to  what  the  govern- 
ment ought  to  pay  for  it.  About  twenty  years  ago,  Mr.  Davis  pur- 
chased the  island  from  its  then  owner  for  $12^000.  It  was  occupied  as 
a  plantation  for  the  culture  of  Sea-island  cotton.  Mr.  Davis  purchased 
it,  no  doubt,  with  a  view  to  the  ultimate  establishment  of  a  naral 
depot  upon  it.  He  has  subsequently  from  time  to  time  parted  with 
portions  of  it,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  about  one  fourth  of  the  whole 
island,  the  balance  being  divided  amongst  some  fourteen  or  fifteen 
proprietors.  What  price  was  paid  for  these  shares  I  have  not  been 
able  to  learn.  It  is  said  that  $100  per  acre  has  been  paid  for  some  of 
these  interests.  I  ascertained,  to  my  satisfaction,  from  good  sources, 
that  the  whole  island  would  not  now  sell  for  more  than  $15,000  for  agri- 
cultural purposes  and  apart  from  any  adventitious  value  from  a  naval 
depot  or  contiguous  growing  city.    I  am,  however,  satisfied  that,  apart 
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from  the  establishment  of  the  naval  depot  upon  it,  the  island  could 
now  be  sold  for  at  least  $50,000. 

It  has  a  contingent  prospective  value,  in  view  of  being  made  the 
terminus  of  an  important  railroad  and  the  site  of  a  town  rivalling,  if 
not  destroying,  the  present  city  on  the  opposite  main  land.  I  do  not 
believe,  however,  that  more  than  $50,000  could  be  commanded  for  the 
island  if  the  depot  was  located  at  any  other  point.  The  island  con- 
tains about  2,800  acres  of  upland,  and  some  1,400  acres  of  marsh. 
The  upland  is  high  and  dry — good  farming  land — and  covered  now 
with  a  pretty  dense  growth  of  small  yellow  pine,  with  some  live-oak 
and  other  growth.     It  has  not  been  planted,  except  in  very  small 

Eatches,  for  fifteen  or  twenty  years.  The  contiguous  marsh  is  pretty 
ard  and  firm,  but  is  covered  with  water  at  high  tide,  and  altogether 
valueless  for  building  or  other  purposes  without  much  filling  up  at 
heavy  expense. 

I  made  a  personal  examination  of  the  island,  and,  therefore,  speak 
with  knowledge  of  its  condition.  The  commissioners  who  were  sent 
by  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  examine  and  select  a  site  for  the 
depot  surveyed  and  marked  out  a  tract  embracing  the  lower  or  south 
end  of  the  island,  and  all  the  marsh  contiguous  to  it,  and  containing, 
it  is  understood,  upland  and  marsh,  about  1,100  acres — 600  upland 
and  500  of  marsh.  It  is  this  tract  which  those  commissioners  recom- 
mended the  government  to  purchase  for  the  purposes  of  the  naval 
depot.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  indorse  the  recommendation  of  the  com- 
missioners and  to  advise  the  purchase  of  this  tract.  It  embraces  all 
the  valuable  deep-water  front  of  the  island,  and  would,  effectually, 
prevent  the  building  up  of  a  town  or  city  on  the  island,  and  thus  avoid 
a  troublesome  and  injurious  neighbor  to  the  government  works  and 
employes,  and  increase  the  prospect  of  a  reasonable  purchase  of  the 
whole  island,  if,  at  a  future  day,  it  should  become  the  policy  of  the 
government  to  own  it.  It  is  true  that  80  or  100  acres,  and  perhaps 
even  a  smaller  quantity,  embracing  the  deep-water  front  above  referred 
to,  might  answer  the  present  purpose  of  the  government,  but  it  is 
believed  that  a  larger  tract  would  answer  a  better  purpose,  and  it  is, 
doubtless,  the  fact  that  the  proprietors  could  afford,  and,  perhaps, 
would  be  willing  to  sell  the  larger  tract  for  the  same,  or  nearly  the 
same,  price  that  the  smaller  quantity  would  command.     When  they 

five  up  the  deep-water  front  they  surrender  the  contingent,  and,  per- 
aps,  the  real  value  for  the  most  part  of  the  balance  of  their  property; 
1,100  acres  occupied  by  the  government,  the  balance  of  the  island 
would  only  and  mainly  be  available  for  planting  purposes  or  private 
residences,  or  steam  mills,  or  other  similar  work  oi  private  enterprise. 
Whether  the  contiguity  of  the  government  works  would  increase  or 
diminish  the  value  of  the  remaining  portion  of  the  island  is  a  mooted 
question  upon  which  there  is  much  difference  of  opinion,  and  upon 
which  I  am  unable  to  decide.  I  do  not  consider  that  the  400  acres  of 
marsh  lying  below  the  point  of  the  high  land  would  ever  be  of  much 
consequence  or  use  to  the  government ;  nevertheless,  I  should  deem  it 
most  prudent  for  the  government  to  own  it,  as  there  is  deep  water  all 
along  its  shore,  and  structures  might  be  erected  upon  it  hereafter 
which  would  endanger  the  public  property.     A  portion  of  it  e^t  ^\i^^ 
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upper  end^  and  contiguous  to  the  high  land  which  makes  down  to  tk 
water,  could  be  made  available,  at  some  expense,  either  of  piling  a 
filling  up  for  wharves  and  similar  objects.  The  site  selected  by  tk 
commissioners  is  very  eligible  in  every  respect  for  the  pur{)oeefl  cod- 
templated,  having  every  advantage  which  could  be  desired  of  deep 
water,  a  bluif  shore,  high,  dry  land,  good  drinking  water,  be&ltlij 
situation,  and  complete  protection  from  storms. 

There  are  two  other  points  near  the  city  of  Brunswick  that  migkt 
answer  for  a  naval  depot,  though  neither  of  them  possess  the  adraa- 
tages  of  Blythe  Island.  I  do  not,  however,  speak  from  very  reliable 
information,  as  to  the  other  places  suggested,  but  from  what  I  oooU 
ascertain,  I  suppose  that  Jekyl  Island,  within  the  harbor  of  Bnutf^ 
wick,  or  rather  in  St.  Simon's  sound,  would  afibrd  deeper  water  in  a 
bluff  shore,  than  can  be  found  at  Blythe  Island.  The  objection  to  it 
is,  that  it  is  too  near  the  sea,  and  necessarily  more  exposed  to  daneer 
from  an  enemy,  as  well  as  from  winds.  The  other  point  is  at  De 
vin's  Folly,  on  the  extreme  southern  or  eastern  terminus  of  the  pe- 
ninsula upon  which  the  city  of  Brunswick  is  situated.  There  is 
doubtless  as  much  or  more  water  at  that  point  than  at  Blythe  Island^ 
and  it  is  perhaps  more  convenient  in  many  respects ;  Init  is  objection- 
able^ because  there  is  not  sufficient  high  land  for  a  naval  depot,  with- 
out expensive  filling  up.  There  are  only  some  eight  or  ten  acres  of 
high  land  at  the  ^'  point;"  the  land  for  a  half  mile  between  that  point 
and  the  high  land  of  the  city  being  overflowed  at  high  water.  It  k 
true,  that  the  water  could  be  excluded  by  throwing  up  an  embank- 
ment of  four  or  five  feet  high,  on  the  two  sides  from  which  the  tides 
enter,  which  could  be  done  at  trifling  expense,  but  the  land  would 
then  be  too  low,  and  perhaps  wet,  to  build  upon.  It  would  require 
considerable  filling  up  with  sand  or  other  material,  to  make  it  ayaila- 
ble  for  the  erection  of  public  buildings.  I  cannot  give  any  opinion 
as  to  the  probable  cost  of  such  an  undertaking.  This  property  i« 
owned,  or  rather  claimed,  by  the  corporate  authorities  of  Brunswick, 
but  it  will  be  many  years  before  it  will  be  occupied  or  made  valuable 
for  commercial  purposes,  if  ever.  Upon  the  subject  of  the  purchase  of 
a  site  on  Blythe  Island,  I  feel  much  delicacy  in  giving  an  opinion,  or 
presenting  advice  to  the  department.  The  people  of  Srunswick  area 
portion  of  my  constituents  ;  they  are  a  spirited,  clever,  and  worthy 
people,  having  a  just  pride  in  their  beautiful  location  and  growing 
prospects  for  a  large  commercial  city.  They  have  many  serious  obsta- 
cles to  contend  against,  and  are  struggling  hard  to  overcome  them. 
They  look  to  the  establishment  of  a  naval  depot  as  an  important 
means  of  inspiring  public  confidence  in  their  town  and  harbor,  as 
well  as  producing  a  direct  impulse  to  the  growth  of  the  city.  I  feel 
the  force  of  all  these  considerations,  and  a  strong  interest  in  the  pros- 
perity of  Brunswick,  and  I  trust,  a  commendable  State  pride,  which 
would  be  pleased  and  flattered  by  the  existence  of  so  important  a  pub- 
lic work  within  its  borders.  Nevertheless,  called  upon  by  you  to  ad- 
vise the  department,  I  feel  bound  to  look  at  the  whole  subject,  as  hi 
1  am  able  to  do  so,  from  a  stand  point  somewhat  more  elevated  than 
the  one  occupied  by  my  friends  in  Brunswick.  To  advise  the  govern- 
ment to  give  for  this  property  at  least  five  times,  perhaps  ten  times 
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as  much  as  either  its  intrinsic  or  relative  and  fictitious  value,  is  what 
I  cannot  conscientiously  do.  I  admit  that  the  government  ought  to 
pay  a  liberal  price  for  it,  and  in  view  of  the  facts  that  the  law  fixes 
Blythe  Island  as  the  placCy  restricting  the  department  to  the  choice  of 
location,  and  that  the  site  selected  takes  in  the  most  important  and 
valuable  portion  of  the  island,  rendering  the  balance  of  it  of  compar- 
ative little  value  to  the  proprietors,  I  am  prepared  to  advise  the  gov- 
ernment to  submit  to  a  much  larger  price,  than  under  other  circum- 
stances ought  to  be  given  for  tne  property.  I  consider  the  price 
demanded  by  the  proprietors,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  extravagant ;  and 
I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  department  ought  not  to  give  it,  but 
rather  hold  the  whole  subject  up,  and  present  it  to  Congress  for  in- 
struction and  action.  It  would  probably  lead  to  a  modification  of  the 
law,  so  as  to  authorize  the  government  to  select  some  other  point, 
which,  upon  a  more  critical  examination,  might  be  found  to  answer 
every  purpose,  and  be  purchased  at  a  much  less  price  than  the  one 
demanded  by  the  owners  of  Blythe  Island.  Apart  from  the  very  high 
value  set  upon  the  property  by  these  owners,  and  what  I  consider  an 
unjust  demand,  the  application  of  so  large  a  portion  of  the  appropri- 
ation to  the  purchase  of  the  site  alone,  would,  in  my  opinion,  endan- 
ger the  prospect  of  future  appropriations,  and  jeopardize  the  whole 
enterprise.  I  cannot,  therefore,  advise  the  government  to  give  more  than 
one  hundred  dollars  per  acre  for  the  eleven  hundred  acres  surveyed  and 
recommended  by  the  commissioners.  It  is  itself  a  very  large  price  for 
the  property,  and  could  only  be  justified  by  the  difficulties  and 
embarrassments,  with  which  the  subject  is  surrounded.  I  am  not 
willing  to  advise  the  giving  of  such  sum,  as  I  could  not  with  confi- 
dence and  propriety  defend  upon  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  and  before 
the  public ;  and  when  I  put  down  the  price  at  the  sum  stated  above, 
I  have  gone  to  the  utmost  limit  that  my  judgment  approves,  or  that 
I  would  be  willing  to  defend. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

ALFRED  IVERSON. 
Hon.  I.  ToucEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


No.  29. 

Executive  Chamber,  Milledgeville,  Georgia, 

June  8,  1857. 

Sib  :  The  establishment  of  a  naval  depot  at  Brunswick,  Georgia,  is 
a  matter  in  which  the  people  of  this  State  feel  a  deep  interest.  As  evi- 
dence of  this  fact,  our  legislature,  at  its  two  last  successive  sessions, 
Ewiopted  unanimously  resolutions  of  instruction  to  our  delegation  in 
both  branches  of  Congress  to  urge  an  appropriation  for  that  object. 
Accordingly,  the  last  Congress  did  appropriate  the  sum  of  $200,000, 
commissioners  have  been  appointed  to  select,  and  have  selected  Blythe 
Island  as  the  location  for  the  depot.     I  regret  to  learn  that  the  Secre- 
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tary  of  the  Navy  is  embarrassed  and  hesitates  to  make  the  purchase  of 
the  point  indicated  in  the  report  on  account  of  the  price  asked  by  the 
proprietors  of  the  island.  In  my  judgment  he  ought  not  to  hesitate 
1  have  seen  the  several  propositions  submitted  by  the  proprietors  of  the 
island,  and  without  professing  to  be  very  well  informed  as  to  the  value 
of  real  estate  in  the  vicinity,  I  have  no  doubt  but  the  prices  indicated 
in  the  several  propositions  submitted  to  the  Navy  Department  are  feii 
and  reasonable.  1  am  sustained  in  this  opinion  by  the  unbroken  t«st- 
I  imony  of  the  citizens  of  Brunswick  and  the  surrounding  country,  and 

!  by  a  personal  knowledge  of  the  selling  prices  of  lots  in  the  city.   I 

I  know  but  little  or  nothing  of  naval  affairs ;  but  as  far  as  I  can  reasoa 

on  the  subject,  I  do  not  think  there  is  so  eligible  and  desirable  a  point 
i  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  south  of  Portsmouth,  nor  can  there  be  a  more 

favorable  point  for  strong  military  defense,  of  which  the  southern  coast, 
and  especially  that  of  Georgia,  stands  in  such  need.  Will  you,  there- 
fore, pardon  me  for  the  deep  interest  which  I  feel  upon  this  subject ;  the 
interest  only  of  a  Georgian,  for  I  do  not  own  a  cent  of  property  in 
Brunswick  or  its  vicinity,  and  excuse  me  if  I  express  myself  strongly? 
Even  admitting  the  price  to  be  a  little  high,  is  it  best  to  defeat  the  law 
for  that  reason  and  throw  the  subject  into  the  next  Congress,  where 
possibly  the  whole  enterprise  will  be  defeated  by  those  who  have  made 
themselves  so  industrious  to  that  end  ?  The  South  rarely  asks  anything 
from  Congress.  Georgia  has  asked  and  received  less,  perhaps,  than  any 
other  southern  State ;  and  when  she  asks  it  is  either  refused  or  grudg- 
ingly granted.  When  an  act  of  justice,  and  one  in  full  accord  with  the 
welfare  of  the  republic,  is  thus  passed,  shall  it  be  defeated  for  trifling 
considerations?  But  I  find  I  am  arguing,  pardon  me  if  it  should  8e«n 
unbecoming.  I  will  repeat,  however,  that  in  a  matter  of  so  much  im- 
portance to  this  State,  and  particularly  to  her  southeastern  portion, 
our  people  will  be  keenly  disappointed  if  a  hesitation  on  a  few  thousand 
dollars  shall  operate  its  defeat.  I  respectfully  ask  you  to  give  such 
direction  to  the  subject  as  will  secure  the  execution  of  the  law  of  the 
last  Congress  without  the  necessity  of  hazarding  the  measure  before 
the  next. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

HERSCHEL  V.  JOHNSON. 
His  Excellency  James  Buchanan, 

Washingtony  D.  C, 


No.  30. 

Washington,  June  20,  1857. 

Sir  :  On  the  4th  of  May  a  communication  was  addressed  to  me  from 
the  Navy  Department  in  regard  to  the  purchase  of  a  site  for  a  naval 
depot  on  Blythe  Island,  stating  several  propositions  which  had  been 
made  by  the  proprietors  of  the  island.  Not  being  personally  ac- 
quainted with  the  value  of  the  property  proposed  to  be  sold,  I  had, 
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necessarily,  to  rely  upon  the  information  of  others,  who  reside  at 
Brunswick,  near  where  Blythe  Island  is  situated,  to  ascertain,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  worth  of  the  land  which  the  government  had  designated 
as  proper  to  be  occupied  as  a  naval  station.  That  information  has 
been  submitted  to  the  department  in  the  separate  statements  of  public 
officers  and  citizens  of  high  character,  and  upon  which  my  opinion 
alone  must  be  based. 

The  opinions  of  gentlemen  of  the  character  of  those  to  whom  I  have 
reference,  I  should  rely  on  in  a  matter  of  private  business,  and  would 
give  great  weight  and  respect  to  their  judgments.  I  confess  that  the 
price  of  property  in  and  about  Brunswick  had  attained  an  appreciation 
beyond  my  expectations.  The  present  value  of  property  in  tnat  locality 
has  very  much  increased  in  the  last  four  months,  to  say  nothing  of  its 
prospective  value.  I  was  at  Brunswick  on  the  14th,  15th,  and  16th 
of  May  last,  and  witnessed  the  sale  of  lots,  which  commanded  very 
high  prices.  Persons  who  owned  real  estate  in  the  vicinity  placed 
high  estimates  upon  it;  indeed,  a  greater  value  than  I  thought  it 
ought  to  be  intrinsically  worth. 

The  high  price  of  property  is  attributable  to  the  fact  that  a  railroad 
is  in  progress  of  construction  connecting  the  interior  with  Brunswick, 
and  the  lact  of  its  position  in  a  commercial  point  of  view,  and  the  im- 
provements that  are  being  made.     I  am  frank  to  say  that  prices  have 
gone  up  beyond  my  expectations ;  and,  uncontrolled  by  the  circum- 
stances above  alluded  to,  and  the  opinions  of  others  submitted,  I  should 
have  been  inclined  to  hesitate  more  about  the  price  fixed  by  the  pro- 
prietors for  Blythe  Island.     As  it  is,  I  think  the  price  a  full  one;  but 
which  may  be  justified,  because  of  the  value  given  to  real  estate  from 
the  causes  above  referred  to.     My  opinion  is  that  the  proposition  to 
sell  the  1,100  acres  contained  in  one  of  the  propositions  is  the  most 
reasonable,  and  it  might  be  purchased  at  the  price  designated  without 
injustice  to  the  government.     As  I  said  before,  this  opinion  is  based 
upon  the  information  communicated  to  the  department,  with  what  I 
learned  from  an  interchange  of  opinions  with  persons  living  at  and 
near  Brunswick.    Conceding  then  that  the  price  is  high,  it  is  regulated 
by  the  value  which  the  public  has  fixed  upon  property  generally  in 
the  same  locality.     The  establishment  of  a  naval  depot  at  Brunswick 
is  looked  upon  with  much  interest  by  the  citizens  of  Georgia,  and  they 
would  keenly  feel  the  disappointment  growing  out  of  a  defeat  of  this 
measure.     I  have  no  personal  interest  in  this  matter,  only  as  a  citizen 
of  the  State,  and  am  anxious  to  gratify  the  wishes  of  my  constituents 
in  having  the  difficulties  adjusted  that  have  stood  in  the  way.     I 
would  have  been  glad  that  the  purchase  could  have  been  made  at  a 
less  price  than  that  asked,  so  as  to  have  a  larger  amount  of  the  ap- 
propriation expended  in  putting  up  buildings,  &c. ;  yet,  I  think  the 
price  is  not  sufficiently  high  to  justify  the  defeat  of  the  measure,  or 
reaches  beyond  a  point  which  would  not  be  defensible,  resting  the 
general  estimate  of  property  near  to  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  proposed 
naval  depot,  and  the  importance  of  the  measure  to  the  government. 
The  proposition  in  regard  to  the  80  acres  and  600  acres,  I  consider 
somewhat  extravagant,  if  not  very  high;  but  the  proposition  for  1,100. 
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acres,  from  the  best  information  I  can  get,  may  be  allowed  with  tole- 
rable fairness  to  the  government  and  the  proprietors. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  L.  SEWARD. 

Hon.  Isaac  Toucby, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


No.  31. 

Washington,  June  20, 1857. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Amos  Davis,  one  of 
the  largest  proprietors  of  Blythe  Island,  and,  after  much  persuasion, 
he  has  reluctantly  consented  to  sell  the  1,100  acres  of  land,  designated 
as  a  site  for  a  naval  depot,  for  $130,000,  and  will  call  and  see  yon  on 
Monday  morning. 

He  would  prefer,  if  it  were  consistent  with  your  views  of  propriety, 
I  to  make  a  provisional  trade  for  the  balance  of  this  land. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JAMES  L.  SEWARD. 
Hon.  Isaac  Toucey. 


No.  32. 

June  26. 1857. 

Whereas  the  United  States,  acting  by  Hon.  Isaac  Toucey,  Secretary 
of  the  Navv,  have  proposed  to  the  proprietors  of  Blythe  Island,  in 
the  State  oi  Qeorgia,  to  pay  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars 
for  the  conveyance  of  a  good  and  sufficient  title  to  about  eleven 
hundred  acres  on  the  south  end  of  said  island,  described  in  the  report 
of  Captain  Mcintosh  and  others,  commissioners  appointed  in  February 
last  to  locate  a  site  for  a  navy-yard  on  said  island,  the  money  to  k 
paid  as  soon  as  the  legislature  of  Georgia  shall  cede  to  the  United 
States  jurisdiction  of  the  premises  herein  described,  I,  Amos  Davia, 
acting  for  myself  and  the  other  proprietors  of  Blythe  Island,  hereby 
accept  the  above  proposition,  and  hereby  request  W.  W.  Corcoran, 
Esq.,  who  holds  a  power  of  attorney  to  convey  the  premises,  to  exe- 
cute a  deed  thereof  to  the  United  States  as  soon  as  the  proper  officers 
of  the  United  States  shall  determine  that  the  title  is  good  and  suffi- 
cient, and  to  deliver  the  said  deed  when  payment  therefor  is  made  as 
above  proposed. 

AMOS  DAVIS, 
For  himself  and  other  owners. 

Witness :  Charles  W.  Welsh, 

Chief  Clerk  Navy  Department. 
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June  26, 1857. 

The  above  proposition  was  made  to  the  proprietors  of  Blythe  Island, 
and  the  terms  as  stated  above  by  Amos  Davis,  for  himself  and  the 
other  proprietors,  are  accepted. 

I.  TOUCEY, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Witness :  Charles  W.  Wei^h, 

Chief  Clerk  Navy  Department. 


No.  33. 

Columbus,  Georgia,  July  6,  1857. 

Dear  Sir:  After  an  absence  of  a  month  on  a  visit  to  the  west,  I  re- 
turned home  yesterday.  Before  I  left  Columbus,  a  month  or  more 
ago,  I  addressed  you  a  communication,  giving  the  result  of  my  visit 
to  Brunswick  and  my  examinations  and  views  in  relation  to  the  site 
for  a  naval  depot  on  Blythe  Island,  and  its  proposed  purchase,  &c. 
In  that  letter  I  stated  my  expenses  on  that  trip  were  $45,  and  re- 
quested you  to  remit  the  amount  to  me  by  draft,  on  New  York,  since 
which  I  have  not  heard  from  the  department,  and  suppose  it  possible 
that  my  letter  miscarried.  Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  say  whether 
it  was  received  or  not,  and,  if  received,  what  difficulty  stood  in  the 
way  of  reimbursing  to  me  the  expenses  of  my  visit  to  Brunswick. 

I  am,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  IVERSON. 

Hon.  Isaac  Toucey, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


No.  34. 

Navy  Department,  July  10,  1857. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  6th 
instant,  and  also  yours  of  the  28th  May  last,  not  heretofore  acknowl- 
edged. I  beg  to  express  my  regret  that  the  bill  for  expenses  was  over- 
looked at  the  time,  and  that  you  were  put  to  the  trouble  of  calling  the 
attention  of  the  department  specially  to  it.  I  inclose  herewith,  in  du- 
plicate, an  approved  bill  for  the  amount  payable  by  the  navy  agent  at 
Charleston,  B.  D.  Heriot,  Esq.,  who  will  pay  it  on  presentation,  or 
send  the  amount  to  you  upon  the  transmission  of  the  bills  to  him  with 
your  receipt. 

This  is  the  usual  and  only  mode  of  paying  such  claims  against  the 
department. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

ISAAC  TOtJCEY. 

Hon.  Alfred  IvBRSoN, 

Columbus,  Georgia. 
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No.  35. 

Washington,  October  5,  1857. 

Sm:  The  owner  of  **Blythe  Island"  desire  Mr.  Corcoran,  to  receive 
from  the  United  States,  on  their  behalf,  the  money  to  be  paid  under  a 
late  act  of  Congress  for  the  purchase  of  a  portion  of  it  for  government 
purposes. 

To  effect  that  object  they  have  given  him  sundry  powers  of  attorney 
that  are  insufficient  under  existing  acts  of  Congress ;  and  to  give  a  suf- 
ficient power  would  render  it  necessary  it  is  thought,  to  wait  the  issue 
of  the  warrant  before  the  power  is  executed.  This  would  cause  muck 
delay,  and  probably  difficulty,  and  it  is  greatly  desired  that  such  difiS- 
culty  might  be  avoided  by  the  immediate  conveyance  of  the  property 
to  an  intermediate  party. 

The  suggestion  of  Mr.  Davis,  in  his  letter  of  the  Ist  instant^  here- 
with inclosed,  would  not  answer  the  purpose,  because  the  wives'  dower 
could  not  be  barred  by  a  power  of  attorney,  and  the  only  way  that  ap- 
pears to  be  feasable  is  to  convey  the  property  at  once  to  Mr.  Corcoran, 
and  he  to  convey  to  the  United  States  when  the  money  is  paid. 

Should  such  a  deed  be  made,  vesting  the  fee  simple  in  Mr.  Corcoran, 
and  the  title  thus  vested  be  approved  by  the  Attorney  Greueral,  Mr. 
Corcoran  desires  to  know  whetner  a  deed  from  him  conveying  all  the 
title  thus  acquired  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  department,  without  a 
covenant  of  general  warranty,  but  with  a  special  warranty  against  his 
own  acts  and  heirs  alone. 

Having  no  interest  in  the  property,  he  does  not  wish  to  assume  the 
responsibility  that  a  general  warranty  would  place  on  him. 

Requesting  an  answer,  and  a  return  of  Mr.  Davis's  letter  at  your 
earliest  convenience, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

ANTHONY  HYDE,  Agent, 

Hon.  Isaac  Toucey, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


No.  36. 

Navy  Department,  October  7,  1857. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  the  inquiry  contained  in  Mr.  Hyde's  communica- 
tion of  the  5th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  conveyance  of  the  title  of 
^'Blythe  Island,"  I  have  to  state,  that  a  conveyance  by  you  without  a 
general  warranty,  will  not  be  sufficient. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  TOUCEY. 
Wm.  W.  Corcoran, 

Washington^  D,  C, 
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No.  37. 

Navy  Department,  October  23,  1857. 

Sir  :  The  accompanying  papers  are  respectfully  referred  to  you,  for 
your  written  opinion  as  to  the  validity  of  the  title  exhibited  by  them 
to  the  property  known  as  **  Blythe  Island,"  in  the  State  of  Georgia, 
which  it  is  proposed  to  convey  to  the  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  TOUCEY. 
Hon.  J.  S.  Black, 
Attorney  General, 


No.  38. 

Blythe  Island  Case. 

My  attention  has  been  directed  to  '*  things  that  need  be  looked  to," 
"by  the  paper  returned  with  this: 

1.  The  acknowledgment  of  the  power  of  attorney  by  Bloom,  has 
been  obtained  and  duly  recorded.  It  is  herewith  transmitted  with  the 
other  papers. 

2.  The  powers  of  the  trustees  of  the  Franklin  Academy,  are  the 
fullest  with  which  a  legislature  is  wont  to  invest  a  corporation.  I  con- 
sider the  power  to  convey  under  the  charter,  a  copy  of  which  will  be 
fonnd  accompanying  the  abstract,  is  given.  But  rarland  and  his  as- 
signs have  been  in  undisputed  possession  for  forty  years.  Seven  years 
possession  under  color  of  title,  will  give  complete  title  under  the 
statutes  of  Georgia. 

3.  The  administrators  of  Parland,  could  convey  only  by  complying 
with  the  requisitions  of  the  statute  made  and  provided  in  such  cases. 
A  copy  of  this  statute  is  set  forth,  accompanying  the  abstract.  Search 
was  made  among  the  records  of  the  court  of  ordinary,  of  Glynn 
county,  for  evidence  that  the  statute  had  been  obeyed,  but  unsuccess- 
fully. However,  the  only  parties  that  are  not  barred  by  the  statute 
of  limitations,  and  whom  this  statute  was  designed  to  protect,  are  the 
heirs  of  Parland,  who  have  executed  a  quit-claim  deed  to  the  deedors 
of  the  United  States.  This  deed  accompanies  these  papers,  is  duly 
recorded,  and  set  forth  in  the  abstract. 

4.  A  copy  of  the  trust-deed  of  the  Brunswick  Land  Company,  lies 
l)efore  me,  and  will  accompany  the  other  papers.  It  will  be  seen  under 
the  head  of ''  Trustees,"  Article  18,  of  ''  The  General  Provisions,"  that 
the  trustees  are  to  execute  ''  necessary  deeds  and  instruments  in  rela- 
tion to  the  same,  as  shall  be  ordered  from  time  to  time  by  the  board 
of  directors."  A  copy  of  an  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  Bruns- 
wick Land  Company,  accompanies  the  papers  authorizing  the  trustees 
to  convey  to  Brooks  and  Davis,  which  bears  the  appearance  of  authen- 
ticity. The  death  of  the  trustee,  who  did  not  join  in  the  conveyance, 
to  wit,  Simon  Greenleaf,  as  well  as  his  resignation  as  trustee^  '^xwt  V> 
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his  death,  is  authenticated  by  the  deposition   of  Charles  W.  (in- 
Wright,  which  is  annexed  to  the  abstract. 

5.  Annexed  to  the  abstract,  are  certificates  that  there  are  no  lieu, 
and  so  forth,  on  Blythe  Island,  or  upon  the  persons  of  the  deedon^ 
the  United  States. 

In  my  opinion,  the  deed  vests  valid  legal  title  in  the  United  Stato. 
The  only  difficulty  in  the  way,  as  appeared  to  me  from  the  first,  li 
the  defective  conveyance  by  the  administrators  of  Parland.  Buttla 
has  been  remedied  by  the  quit-claim  deed  of  Parland's  heirs. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  observe,  that  Mr.  Davis  informs  me  that  li 
deed  to  George  W.  Hodges,  conveying  one  thirty-second  undivided 
part  of  Blythe  Island,  is  at  present  in  the  hands  of  the  Attornej 
tjeneral.  I  have  not  seen  the  original  nor  a  copy.  It  has  been  placed 
in  my  abstract,  as  Hodges  is  one  of  the  deedors  to  the  United  States. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOS.  GARRAHL, 
United  States  Attorney j  Distrwt  of  Georgia. 

Hon.  Isaac  Toucey, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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Things  that  need  he  looked  to. 

1.  An  acknowledgment  of  the  power  of  attorney  by  Bloom. 

2.  The  power  of  the  trustees  or  officers  of  the  academy  to  sell 
convey. 

3.  The  authority  of  the  administrators  of  Parland  to  conTej, 
whether  by  statute,  decree  of  a  court,  or  otherwise. 

4.  The  trust,  conveyance,  and  powers  of  the  Blythe  Island  Com- 
pany to  convey,  and  that  one  or  more  of  the  trustees  who  did  not  sigfl 
are  dead.     This  can  be  shown  by  affidavit. 

5.  Evidence  that  there  are  no  liens  by  way  of  mortgage,  judgment, 
tax,  or  assessment  by  any  of  the  grantors. 

6.  Whether  the  common  law  is  changed,  a  copy  of  the  statute,  and 
where  it  is  to  be  found,  should  be  furnished. 

7.  Decisions  of  courts  bearing  upon  any  of  the  questions  should  be 
referred  to  by  title,  volume,  and  page. 

8.  The  deed  and  papers  attached  should  be  left  with  the  projyer 
officer  for  record,  and  a  certified  copy  thereof  furnished  the  district 
attorney,  and  come  up  with  the  papers. 

9.  The  district  attorney  should  examine  all  the  facts,  so  as  to  rejport 
that  they  are  true,  and  note  and  point  out  in  his  abstract  any  defects 
he  may  discover  in  any  form  and  acknowledgment,  or  otherwise. 

10.  He  should  sign  his  statement,  which  should  go  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  with  the  other  papers. 

11.  When  all  the  papers  are  complete  the  Attorney  (Jeneral  will 
examine  them  carefully  and  form  hia  opinion  whether  the  deed  vests 
^alid  title  in  tVie  T3ii\te^  &\»X;^^. 
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Abstract  ^  title  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  the  southern  portion 
of  Mythe  Islandy  in  Glynn  county ,  State  of  Georgia  ^  to  tvit: 

*^  All  that  part  of  Blythe  Island  situated  in  Turtle  river,  opposite 
the  city  of  Brunswick,  county  of  Glynn,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  which 
lies  south  of  a  line  extending  across  said  island,  which  was  heretofore 
established  by  James  Mcintosh,  H.  J.  Hartstene,  and  John  M.  Brooke, 
of  the  United  States  navy,  and  referred  to  in  a  report  made  by  them 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  dated  the  13th  day  of  March,  1857 ;  said 
portion  containing  in  all  about  1^100  acres  more  or  less." 

Thomas  Handly  and  Sarah  Handly  to  John  Parland:  Deed  dated 
January  12,  1815,  conveys  an  undivided  moiety  of  Blythe  Island; 
recorded  November  15,  1817,  in  book  G,  folio  306,  of  Glynn  county 
records. 

Frederick  Beal  and  John  E.  Carson,  members  of  the  board  of  commis- 
sioners Franklin  County  Academy,  to  John  Parland:  Deed  dated 
May  19, 1817,  conveys  an  undivided  moiety  of  Blythe  Island  to  John 
Parland;  recorded  November  1,  1817,  in  book  G,  folio  307,  &c.,  of 
Glynn  county  records. 

The  above  are  the  earliest  deeds  to  be  found  on  the  records  of  Glynn 
county  conveying  Blythe  Island.  John  Parland,  the  grantee,  went 
into  and  remained  in  undisputed  possession  of  the  property  until  his 
death  in  the  summer  of  1836.  Prior  to  his  decease,  on  the  19th  of 
May,  1836,  he  entered  into  a  written  contract  with  one  Abraham  Colly, 
by  which  he  agreed  to  sell  Blythe  Island  to  Colly  for  $12,000,  on  the 
following  terms:  $4,000  to  be  paid  on  the  1st  of  January,  1837, 
when  Parland  was  to  execute  a  deed  of  conveyance  to  Colly  of  the 
island  and  to  take  a  mortgage  on  the  same  to  secure  the  payment  of 
the  remaining  $8,000,  one  half  of  which  was  to  be  paid  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1838,  and  the  other  half  on  the  1st  of  January,  1839.  Colly 
afterwards,  on  the  21st  of  September,  1836,  assigned  his  rights  under 
contract  to  Cartwright,  Greenleaf,  and  Gardiner,  trustees  of  the  Bruns- 
wick Land  Company.  Upon  the  death  of  Parland,  letters  of  adminis- 
tration were  issued  to  Mary  Anne  Parland,  his  widow,  and  Francis 
M.  Scarlett,  in  November,  1836.  The  latter,  in  his  capacity  of  ad- 
ministrator of  Parland,  renewed  the  contract  of  his  intestate  to  sell 
Blythe  Island,  and  received  and  receipted  for  $4,000  from  the  Bruns- 
wick Land  Company — being  the  payment  of  the  first  installment  under 
the  contract ;  and,  in  pursuance  of  the  same,  he  and  the  administratrix 
executed  a  deed  of  conveyance  of  Blythe  Island  on  the  14th  of  March, 
1837,  to  the  trustees  of  the  Brunswick  Land  Company,  and  received 
at  the  same  time  a  mortgage  from  the  Brunswick  Land  Company  to 
secure  the  payment  of  the  remaining  $8,000.  This  money  was  duly 
paid  and  the  mortgage  satisfied. 
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Francis  M.  Scarlett  and  Mary  Anne  Farland,  administrator  and  ad- 
ministratrix of  John  Farland,  deceased,  to  Charles  W.  Cartwright, 
William  H.  Gardiner,  and  Simon  Greenleaf,  trustees  of  the  Bninfi- 
wick  Land  Company:  Deed  dated  March  14,  1837,  conveys  all  that 
tract  or  parcel  of  land  called  Blytlie  Island,  in  the  waters  of  the 
Turtle  river,  opposite  the  city  of  Brunswick,  Glynn  county,  State  of 
Georgia;  recorded  March  18,  1837,  in  book  H,  folio  360. 

The  above  deed  is  defective  as  a  legal  conveyance,  the  representa- 
tives of  Parland  not  having  performed  the  requisitions  of  the  statute 
provided  in  such  cases,  (a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed,)  but  ii 
good  color  of  title,  and,  together  with  the  contract  of  Parland,  rested 
m  the  grantees  an  equity  for  title.  The  legal  title  is  made  complete 
by  the  quit-claim  deed  last  set  forth,  in  this  abstract. 

Charles  W.  Cartwright  and  William  H.  Gardiner,  trustees  of  the 
Brunswick  Land  Company,  to  :  Deed  dated  April  9, 

1851,  conveys  all  that  tract  of  land  called  Blythe  Island,  in  the 
waters  of  Turtle  river,  opposite  Brunswick,  in  Glynn  county. 

Brunswick  Land  Company  to  Samuel  R.  Brooks  and  Amos  Davis:  Glynn 
county,  Georgia;  recorded  January  12,  1854,  in  book  L,  page  88, 
&c. 

Amos  Davis  to  William  Chauncey :  Deed  dated  February  5, 1853,  con- 
veys all  the  undivided  one  sixteenth  part  of  Blythe  Island ;  recorded 
November  10,  1853,  book  L,  page  182. 

Samuel  E.  Brooks  to  D.  Randolph  Martin:  Deed  dated  September  24, 
1853,  conveys  all  the  undivided  one  eighth  part  of  the  undivided  fif- 
teen thirty-second  parts  of  Blythe  Island ;  recorded  October  17, 1853, 
in  book  L,  page  283,  of  Glynn  county  records. 

Amos  Davis  to  Thomas  A.  Dexter:  Deed  dated  September  24,  1853, 
conveys  all  one  undivided  thirty-second  part  of  Blythe  Island;  re- 
corded November  12,  1853,  in  book  L,  page  291,  in  Glynn  county 
records. 

Amos  Davis  to  Edmund  Monroe:  Deed  dated  September  24,  1853, 
conveys  all  of  the  undivided  one  eighth  part  of  one  undivided  half 
part  of  Blythe  Island;  recorded  November  12,  1853,  in  book  L, 
page  292. 

Samuel  E.  Brooks  to  Thomas  A.  Dexter:  Deed  dated  September  24, 
1853,  conveys  all  the  undivided  one  eighth  part  of  the  undivided 
fifteen  thirty  second-parts  of  Blythe  Island ;  recorded  November 
12,  1853,  in  book  L,  page  295. 

Samuel  R.  Brooks  to  Edward  Monroe:  Deed  dated  September  24, 1853, 
conveys  all  the  undivided  one  eight  part  of  the  fifteen  thirty-second 
parts  of  Blythe  Island;  recorded  November  12,  1853,  in  book  L, 
page  294.  ;  .  > 

The  grantee  in  the  above  deed  is  Edmund  Monroe.  See  deposition 
01  Amos  Davis  atvu^x^^L  \o  \\i\^  ^\>^U^.^t. 
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Samuel  R.  Brooks  to  Thomas  A.  Dexter:  Deed  dated  September  24, 

1853,  conveys   all  of  one  undivided  thirty-second  part  of  Blythe 
Island;  recorded  November  12,  1853,  in  book  L,  page  296. 

Samuel  R.  Brooks  to  Charles  Illins :  Deed  dated  September  29,  1853, 
T  conveys  all  the  undivided  one  eighth  part  of  the  undivided  fifteen 

thirty-second  parts  of  Blythe  Island;  recorded  December  15,  1853, 

in  book  L,  page  305. 

Samuel  R.  Brooks  to  Charles  Illins:  Deed  dated  September  24,  1853, 
conveys  all  the  undivided  one  eighth  part  of  the  fifteen  thirtjr- 
eecond  parts  of  Blythe  Island;  recorded  December  15,  1853,  m 
book  L,  page  307. 

Samuel  R.  Brooks  to  Charles  Day  and  Thurston  R.  Bloom :  Deed  dated 
September  27,  1853,  conveys  all  the  undivided  one  eight  part  of  the 
fifteeen  thirty-second  parts  of  Blythe  Island;  recorded  January  11, 

1854,  in  book  L,  page  314. 

Amos  Davis  to  George  W.  Hodges:  Deed  dated  February  23,  1856, 
conveys  all  undivided  thirty-second  part  of  Blythe  Island ;  recorded 
October  28,  1856,  in  book  M,  pages  177  and  178. 

Henry  C.  King  and  Jean  Adams  his  wife,  and  Frances  Ann  Parland 
to  Samuel  R.  Brooks,  Amos  Davis,  William  Chauncey,  D.  Randolph 
Martin,  Charles  Illins,  and  George  W.  Hodges,  Edmund  Monroe, 
Thomas  A.  Dexter,  Charles  Day,  and  Thurston  R.  Bloom,  quit- 
claim deed,  dated  November  9,  1857,  releases  to  grantees  all  that 
tract  or  parcel  of  land  called  Blythe  Island,  situate  lying  and  being 
in  the  waters  of  Turtle  river,  opposite  the  town  of  Brunswick,  Glynn 
county,  State  of  Georgia;  recorded  November  12,  1857,  in  book 
M,  folios  329,  351. 

John  Parland  having  as  above  set  forth  died  intestate,  left  a  widow 
and  two  infant  daughters  distributees  of  his  estate.  Upon  the  death  of 
the  former,  the  latter  succeeded  to  the  whole,  one  of  the  daughters 
Jean  Adams  has  intermarried  with  Henry  C.  King,  and  the  other 
Francis  Ann  remaining  still  single.  Both  having  reached  their  ma- 
jority within  a  period  that  the  statute  of  limitations  cannot  bar  their 
rights,  they  join  in  the  foregoing  quit-claim  deed ;  thereby  resting, 
complete,  full,  and  legal  title  in  the  grantees  to  Blythe  Island. 

Amos  Davis,  Samuel  R.  Brooks,  William  Chauncey,  D.  Randolph 
Martin,  Charles  Illins,  Charles  Day,  George  W.  Hodges,  Thomas 
D.  Dexter,  Edmund  Monroe,  Thurston  R.  Bloom,  John  A.  Nelson, 
William  M.  Clark,  E.  S.  Monroe  and  Victor  De  Launay,  to  the 
United  States  of  America:  Warranty  deed,  dated  October  26,  1857; 
recorded  November  6,  1857;  in  the  clerk's  office  of  the  superior 
court  of  Glynn  county,  in  liber  M,  folios  317  and  347,  inclusive, 
conveys  all  that  part  of  Blythe  Island,  situate  in  Turtle  river, 
opposite  the  city  oi  Brunswick,  county  of  Glynn,  State  of  Georgia, 
which  lies  south  of  a  line  extending  across  said  Island,  which  was 
heretofore  established  by  James  Mcintosh, H.  J.  Bat^^^tjl^^^^A^ 
John  M.  Brooke,  of  the  United  States  navy ,  auA.Te^eTi^^X^vcL^^^'^^^'t^ 
made  hy  them  to  the  Secretary  of  the  ISavy,  da\.^^>2c^^^^^^^^  '^ 
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March,  1857,  and  which  is  particularly  shown  in  a  tracing  sketch 
annexed  to  the  deed.     Consideration,  $130,000. 

'^  All  that  tract  or  parcel  of  land,  called  Blythe  Island,  situate, 
lying,  and  being  in  the  waters  of  Turtle  river,  and  opposite  to  ih 
town  of  Brunswick,  in  said  county  of  Glynn,  and  State  of  Georgia, 
ijontaining  four  thousand  two  hundred  and  five  acres,  be  the  same  more 
or  less." 

The  clerk  of  Glynn  county,  will  please  seach  in  his  office  for  judg- 
ments against  and  mortgages  and  otner  incumbrances  upon  the  aboT^ 
described  premises,  or  any  part  thereof,  against  the  following  named 

Sersons  respectively,  from  the  14th  day  of  March,  1837,  down  the 
ate  of  his  search:  Samuel  K.  Brooks,  Amos  Davis,  William  Chaun- 
cey,  D.  Bandolph  Martin,  Thomas  A.  Dexter,  Edmond  Monroe, 
Charles  lUins,  Charles  Day,  Thurston  B.  Bloom,  George  W.  Hodges. 

BUBTON  H.  DAVES, 
For  ovmers  of  Blythe  Idand, 

State  of  Georgia,  Glynn  County j 

Clerk's  Office ^  Superior  Court: 

Amos  Davis  )     Mortgage  on  the  ^*  five  undivided  thirtj- 

to  >  second  parts  (Vy)  of  Blythe  Island,"  to  secure 

Charles  T.  Cromwell.  )  the  payment  of  a  bond,  bearing  even  date 
with  said  mortgage,  conditioned  for  the  payment  of  the  sum  of  four 
thousand  dollars,  in  one  year  from  the  date  thereof,  with  interest 
thereon,  at  the  rate  of  7  per  cent,  per  annum. 

The  above,  is  the  only  mortgage  or  incumbrance  that  I  find  upon  tlie 
records  of  this  office,  against  the  above-described  premises,  or  any  of 
the  parties  claiming  the  same. 

GEOEGE  J.  ABNOW,  CUrh 

Georgia,  Bibh  County: 

I,  Albert  B.  Boss,  clerk  of  the  superior  court  of  said  county,  hereby 
certify  that  there  are  no  judgments,  mortgages,  liens,  or  decrees, 
against  Charles  Day  or  Thurston  B.  Bloom,  in  said  superior  court, 
unsatisfied,  as  appears  from  the  records  of  said  office. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  this  7th  day  of  No¥ember, 
1857. 

A.  B.  BOSS,  CUrh 
To  Joseph  Garrahl,  Esq., 

United  States  District  Attorney y  Savannahy  Georgia, 

Georgia,  Bibb  County: 

I  certify,  that  Albert  B.  Boss,  the  person  signing  the  above  certifi- 
cate, is,  and  was  at  the  time  of  signing  the  same,  clerk  of  the  swpe- 
rior  court  of  said  county,  and  that  his  official  acts  as  such,  are  enti- 
tled to  full  faith  and  credit. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  official  signature,  this  7th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1857. 

ABNEB  P.  POWEBS, 
Judge  Macon  district,  in  which  district  is  tJie  county  of  Bibb, 
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State  op  Georgu,  Chatham  County^  as: 

Amos  Davis,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes 
and  says :  That  he  is  one  of  the  owners  of  Blythe  Island,  in  the  State 
of  Greorgia;  that  Samuel  R.  Brooks,  Edmund  Monroe,  William  Chaun- 
cey,  D.  Randolph  Martin,  Charles  lUins,  Charles  Day,  George  W. 
Hodges,  Thomas  A.  Dexter,  Thurston  R.  Bloom,  are  the  only  other 
persons  owning  or  having  any  interest  in  said  island. 

That  there  is  no  person  named  Edward  Monroe  possessed  of  any 
interest  in  said  island ;  and  the  name  Edward  Monroe  appearing  in 
the  abstract  of  title  to  which  this  paper  is  annexed  is  a  clerical  error 
of  the  clerk  or  person  who  recorded  the  deed  to  said  Edmund  Monroe 
in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  county  of  Glynn ;  the  true  name  of  the 
grantee  in  said  deed  being  Edmund  Munroe. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  this  day  of  November,  1867,  before  me. 

JOS.  GARRAHL,  [l.  s.] 

Notary  Public  (7.  C. 


Affidavit. 


I,  Charles  W.  Cartwright,  of  the  city  of  Boston  and  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts,  president  of  the  Manufacturer's  Fire  and  Marine 
Insurance  Company  in  said  Boston,  being  duly  cautioned,  examined, 
and  sworn,  do  declare  and  say:  That  the  late  Hon.  Simon  Greenleaf, 
William  H.  Gardiner,  Esq.,  and  this  affiant,  were  for  many  years 
co-trustees  of  the  proprietors  of  the  city  of  Brunswick,  in  the  State 
of  Georgia;  that  the  said  Simon  Greenleaf  is  deceased;  that  pre- 
vious to  his  decease  he  resigned  his  trust  in  the  said  proprietory  to  the 
said  William  H.  Gardiner  and  this  affiant;  that  no  successor  to  the 
said  Greenleaf  was  appointed  or  elected ;  and  the  entire  management 
of  the  trust  vested  and  remained  in  the  said  Gardiner  and  this  affiant 
until  the  year  1851,  and  until  a  sale  and  transfer  of  the  whole  real 
estate  of  the  proprietory  was  made  to  Samuel  R.  Brooks  and  Amos 
Davis,  both  ol  the  city  of  New  York,  to  whom  a  deed  of  conveyance  of 
the  same  was  duly  executed  by  the  said  William  H.  Gardiner  and  this 
affiant,  in  their  capacity  as  sole  remaining  trustees  as  aforesaid.  Dated 
at  Boston  this  15tn  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1857. 

CHARLES  W.  CARTWRIGHT. 

Commonwealth  of  MAssAcmisErrs,  )     . 
Suffolk  County  J  City  of  Boston,    ) 

Be  it  known,  that  on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  before  me,  Charles 
B.  F.  Adams,  a  commissioner  duly  appointed  by  the  authorities  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  within  and  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
resident  in  said  Boston,  and  duly  qualified  to  administer  oaths  to  be 
used  in  said  State  of  Georgia,  appeared  Charles  W.  Cartwright,  Esq., 
who  is  personally  well  known  to  me,  and  did  in  my  presence,  sub- 
scribe the  within  affidavit,  and  made  oath  according  to  law,  that  all 
the  declarations  therein  contained,  and  by  him  described  are  tT\3A 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representaiives  of  the 
of  Georgia^  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  b 
authority  of  the  same^  That  from  and  immediately  after  the  passa 
this  act,  the  Academy  at  Carnesville,  in  the  county  of  Franklin, 
he  called  and  known  hy  the  name  of  the  Franklin  County  Acad 
and  that  John  Alexander,  James  Mitchell,  John  Stubbs,  Matthc 
Hooper,  and  Henry  Freeman,  and  their  successors  in  office,  be 
they  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  b; 
name  and  the  style  of  '^  The  Trustees  of  the  Franklin  County  i 
emy,"  and  as  such  body  politic  and  corporate,  shall  be  capal 
doing  all  acts  which  may  be  necessary  for  the  complete  executi 
the  trust  confided  to  them ;  that  they  shall  be  invested  with  all 
ner  of  property,  both  real  and  personal,  which  shall  be  acquir( 
gift,  purchase,  or  otherwise,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said 
emy ;  shall  be  capable  of  suing  and  being  sued ;  of  having  and  ue 
common  seal ;  of  appointing  a  secretary  and  treasurer ;  and  they  th 
trustees,  and  their  successors  in  office,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
have  the  privilege  of  making  their  own  by-laws — ^provided,  they  ai 
repugnant  to  the  laws  or  constitution  of  this  State,  or  of  the  t 
States — and  of  filling  all  vacancies  in  their  own  board,  which  m 
occasioned  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise:  Provided,  Tha 
thing  in  this  act  contained,  shall  operate  to  impair  or  destroy  in 
wise  the  superindence  and  control,  given  by  law  to  the  Senatus 
demicus  of  this  State,  over  public  schools  instituted  or  supports 
public  moneys  or  funds  of  the  same. 

JOHN  ABERCROMBIE, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representaiii 

ALLEN  B.  POWELL, 
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persons  to  whom  such  bond,  obligation,  or  other  agreement  in  writing 
as  aforesaid  was  given,  shall  petition  the  court  of  ordinary  of  the 
county  in  which  the  executors  or  administrators  reside,  and  annex  a 
copy  of  such  bond,  obligation,  or  other  agreement  thereto,  praying  the 
court  to  direct  the  executors  of  such  testator  or  administrator  of  such 
intestate,  to  make  titles  for  the  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments, 
expressed  in  the  said  bond,  obligation,  or  other  agreement ;  whereupon 
the  said  court  shall  give  at  least  three  months'  notice  in  one  of  the  pub- 
lic gazettes  and  in  the  public  places  of  the  county  of  such  application  ; 
and  that  the  executors  or  administrators  will  be  directed  at  the  court 
to  be  held  at  the  next  term  to  make  titles  agreeably  to  such  bond,  obli- 
gation, or  agreement ;  and  if  no  objection  shall  be  made  thereto  during 
the  said  next  term  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  executors  oi 
such  testator,  or  the  administrators  of  such  intestate  on  application 
made  to  him  or  them  for  that  purpose,  and  upon  its  being  made  known 
to  his,  her,  or  their  satisfaction,  that  the  contract  hath  been  carried 
fairly  into  effect  on  the  part  of  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  such 
bond,  obligation,  or  other  agreement  in  writing  was  made,  or  their 
legal  representatives,  and  amount  of  the  purchase  money,  or  the  con- 
sideration for  which  the  said  contract  was  entered  into  shall  be  fully 
paid  or  performed  with  the  concurrence  of  the  court  of  ordinary  of  the 
county  in  which  the  intestate  died  or  resided  at  the  time  of  his  or  her 
decease,*  to  make  and  execute  titles  in  fee  simple  for  such  lands  or 
tenements,  and  fully  and  completely  perform  the  contract  and  agree- 
ment of  the  deceased,  as  perfectly  and  effectually  to  all  intents  and 
Eurposes  as  the  party  havmg  made  the  said  contract  might  or  could 
ave  done  when  in  life,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding: 
Provided  always,  nevertheless  y  and  be  it  further  enactedj  That  if  any  of 
the  heirs  or  legal  representatives  of  the  deceased  shall  oppose  or  dissent 
to  the  making  of  such  titles  by  the  executor  or  administrator,  such  ex- 
ecutor or  adnlinistrator  shall  withhold  and  forbear  to  make  such  title 
or  titles  until  a  suit  shall  be  instituted  against  him  or  them,  and  a 
verdict  of  a  jury  or  judgment  of  the  court  shall  pass  against  him  for 
that  purpose. 

Sbc.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  executor  or  executors,  ad- 
ministrator or  administrators,  in  all  cases  where  titles  to  lands  are 
made  in  virtue  of  this  act,  to  make  a  fair  statement  thereof,  describing 
the  boundaries  and  situation  of  the  land  and  return  the  same,  together 
ivith  the  bond,  obligation  or  other  agreement  in  writing,  which  may 


*NoTE.  This  latter  provisioo  repealed  by  act  of  1850,  (Cobb's  New  Digest,  page  340,) 
tts  follows: 

Sec.  1.  Be  enacted.  That  in  all  cases  contemplated  by  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  authorize 
and  empower  executors  and  administrators  to  make  titles  to  land  in  certain  cases,  approved 
on  the  l5lh  day  of  February,  in  the  year  1799,"  be  so  far  changed  as  in  no  instance  to  re- 
quire more  than  the  judgment  of  the  court  of  ordinary  of  the  county  where  the  executor  or 
administrator  may  reside  at  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the  suit  to  authorize  or  em- 
po'wer  him  to  make  title,  and  that  it  shall  not  be  necessary  to  obtain  the  concurrence  of  the 
court  of  ordinary  in  addition  thereto  of  the  county  where  the  deceased  resided  at  the  time  of 
hiB  death,  as  contemplated  by  the  aforesaid  act,  to  authorize  or  empower  the  executor  or  ad- 
ministnttor  to  make  such  title ;  and  that  all  laws  or  parts  of  laws  militating  a^am&^  Ucl\&  ^^n. 
be 9  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 
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coran,  of  the  city  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  a  ce 
power  in  and  by  which  I  constituted,  ordained,  and  made^  and,  i: 
place  and  stead,  put  said  William  W.  Ck)rcoran,  to  be  my  true, 
cient,  and  lawful  attorney,  for  me,  and  in  my  name  and  stead,  a 
my  use,  and  on  my  behalf,  to  contract  and  agree  for  the  sale,  ai 
sell  and  dispose  of  to  the  government  of  the  United  States^  for  si 
price  as  I  might  thereafter  agree  upon,  the  whole,  or  any  part  o 
riffht,  title,  interest,  and  property,  m  and  unto  the  estate  knon 
Blythe  Island,  situated  in  Turtle  river,  in  the  harbor  of  Bruns^ 
county  of  Glynn,  and  State  of  Georgia;  and  on  the  receipt  oi 
agreed  purchase  money  thereof,  for  me,  and  in  my  name  to  sign, 
execute,  and,  as  my  voluntary  act  and  deed,  to  deliver  unto  the 
ernment  of  the  United  States  such  deed  or  deeds  of  conveyance  o 
whole  or  any  part  of  my  interest  in  said  Blythe  Island,  with  covei 
of  warranty  oi  title,  as  may  be  reasonably  required,  giving  and  g 
ing  unto  said  William  W.  Corcoran  full  power  and  authority  in 
about  the  premises,  and  to  use  all  due  means,  course,  and  proce 
the  law,  for  the  full,  effectual,  and  complete  execution  of  the  bus 
aforedescribed,  and  in  my  name  to  make  and  execute  due  acquit 
and  discharge,  and  for  the  premises  to  appear,  and  my  person  to 
resent,  before  any  governor,  judges,  justices,  officers  ana  ministc 
the  law,  whatsoever,  in  any  court  or  courts  of  judicature,  and  t 
on  my  behalf,  to  answer,  defend,  and  reply  unto  all  actions,  ca 
matters,  and  things^  whatsoever,  relating  to  the  premises;  ah 
submit  any  matter  in  dispute  respecting  the  premises  to  arbitrate 
otherwise,  with  full  power  to  make  and  substitute  for  the  puri 
aforesaid  one  or  more  attorneys  under  him,  said  William  W.  Corc< 
and  the  same  again  at  pleasure  to  revoke ;  and  generally  to  say 
act,  transact,  determine,  accomplish,  and  finish  all  matters  and  tl 
whatsoever  relating  to  the  premises,  as  fully,  amply,  and  effect 
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States  of  America  and  their  assigns,  all  my  interest  in  all  that  part  of 
Blythe  Island  situated  in  Turtle  river,  opposite  the  city  of  Brunswick, 
county  of  Glynn,  in  the  State  of  Greorgia,  which  lies  south  of  a  line 
extending  across  said  island,  which  was  heretofore  established  by 
James  Mcintosh,  H.  J.  Hartstene,  and  John  M.  Brooke,  of  the  United 
States  navy,  and  referred  to  in  a  report  made  by  them  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  dated  the  13th  of  March,  1857,  and  which  is  particularly 
shown  in  a  tracing  sketch  to  said  deed  of  conveyance  annexed,  contain- 
ing in  all  about  1,100  acres,  be  the  same  more  or  less. 

And,  whereas,  my  signature  to  said  power,  executed  by  me  to  said 
Corcoran,  as  hereinbefore  set  forth,  was  not  properly  attested  and  duly 
proved. 

Now,  therefore,  know  all  men  by  these  presents :  That  I,  Thurston 
B.  Bloom,  do  fully  ratify  and  confirm  the  sale  and  conveyance  of  all 
my  right,  title,  and  interest  of,  in,  and  to  the  premises  above  described, 
so  as  aforesaid  made  and  executed  to  the  said  United  States  of  America, 
by  my  said  attorney,  William  W.  Ck)rcoran. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  placed  my  hand  and  affixed  my 
seal  this  3d  day  of  November,  1857. 

THURSTON  R.  BLOOM,  [l.  s.] 

Signed,  sealed,  and  acknowledged,  in  presence  of  us — 
Robert  Fleiiing. 
E.  A.  Nesbet. 

GEORGE  S.  OBEAR, 

Notary  Pvblic. 

State  of  Georgia,  Olynn  County y 

Clerk's  Office ^  Superior  Court: 

Recorded  in  record  book  M,  folios  327-329,  inclusive. 

GEORGE  J.  ARNOW,  Clerh. 
November  6,  1857. 


No.  41. 

This  Indenture,  made  the  ninth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fiftjr-seven,  between  Henry  C,  King,  of 
Wayne  county,  State  of  Georgia,  and  Jean  Adams,  his  wife,  and 
Frances   Ann  Parland,  of  the  county  of  Glynn,  State  aforesaid, 

f parties  of  the  first  part,  and  Samuel  R.  Brooks,  Amos  Davis,  Wil- 
iam  Chauncey,  D.  Randolph  Martin,  Charles  Illins,  and  George 
W.  Hodges,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  Edmund  Monroe  and  Thomas 
A.  Dexter,  of  the  city  of  Boston,  State  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Charles  Day  and  Thurston  R.  Bloom,  of  Macon,  in  the  State  of 
Georgia,  parties  of  the  second  part,  witnesseth : 

That  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  for  and  in  consideration  of 
the  sum  of  five  dollars,  to  them  in  hand  paid,  the  receipt  whereof  i^ 
hereby  acknowledged,  have  granted,  bargamed,  Bo\d,  coxis^^^^^  ^^"^^ 
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firmed,  released,  and  forever  quit-claimed,  and  do  by  these  presents 
grant,  bargain,  sell,  convey,  confirm,  release,  and  forever  quit-clwm, 
both  at  law  and  in  equity,  unto  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part, 
their  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  all  that  certain 
tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being,  in  the  county  of  Glynn,  and 
State  of  Georgia,  and  described  in  a  certain  memorandum  of  agree- 
ment for  future  conveyance,  made  and  entered  into  the  19th  day  of 
May,  1836,  between  John  Parland,  of  the  first  part,  and  Abraham 
Colly,  of  the  second  part,  (which  said  memorandum  of  agreement  is 
on  record  in  the  clerk's  office  of  the  superior  court  of  Glynn  county,  in 
book  N,  folio  442,)  in  the  following  words,  to  wit:  ^^AU  that  tractor 
parcel  of  land,  called  Blythe  Island,  situate,  lying,  and  being,  in  the 
waters  of  the  Turtle  river,  and  opposite  the  town  of  Brunswick." 
To  have  and  to  hold  said  bargained  premises,  to  them  the  said  parties 
of  the  second  part,  to  their  own  proper  use  and  behoof,  their  heirs, 
executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  in  fee  simple  forever,  free  from 
any  trust  or  liability  in  equity,  in  the  behalf  of  us  or  either  of  us. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  have  hereunto 
set  their  hands  and  seals,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

JEAN  ADAMS  KING. 

FRANCES  ANN  PARLAND. 

HENRY  C.  KING. 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  presence  of  us — 
Francis  D.  Scarlett. 
Joshua  Griffith,  J,  P. 

State  of  Georgia,  Glynn  County: 

Personally  came  before  me,  this  9th  day  of  November,  1857,  Jean 
Adams  King,  known  to  me  to  be  the  wife  of  Henry  C.  King,  men- 
tioned in  the  foregoing  instrument,  who  being  by  me  examined  apart 
from  her  said  husband,  makes  the  following  declaration:  I,  Jean 
Adams  King,  wife  of  Henry  C.  King,  do  declare,  that  I,  freely  and 
without  any  compulsion,  signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  the  above  instrn- 
I  ment  of  writing,  passed  between  the  said  Henry  C.  King  and  myself, 

\  his  wife,  and  Frances  Ann  Parland,  of  the  first  part,  and  Samuel  B. 

Brooks,  Amos  Davis,  William  Chauncey,  D.  Randolph  Martin, 
Charles  Illins,  and  George  W.  Hodges,  Edmund  Monroe,  Thomas  A. 
Dexter,  Charles  Day,  and  Thurston  R.  Bloom,  parties  of  the  second 
part;  and  I  do  hereby  renounce  all  title  or  claim  of  dower,  that  I 
\  might  claim  or  be  entitled  to  after  the  death  of  Henry  C.  King,  my 

saia  husband,  to  or  out  of  the  land  and  tenements  therein  conveyed. 

JEAN  ADAMS  KING. 


t 


In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  the  day 
and  year  first  above  written. 

JOSHUA  GRIFFITH,  J,  P. 
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Gborqia,  Glynn  county: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Joshua  Griffith,  a  justice  of  the 
peace  in  and  for  said  county,  Francis  M.  Scarlett,  who  being  duly 
sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  Francis  Ann  Parland  and  Jean  Adams^ 
King,  who  executed  the  within  deed  of  quit-claim,  are  the  sole  sur- 
viving heirs  of  John  Parland,  of  said  county,  deceased,  that  they 
both  have  attained  their  majority,  and  that  he  himself  was  one  of  the 
administrators  of  the  estate  of  said  John  Parland,  and  that  Henry  C. 
King,  is  the  husband  of  the  said  Jean  Adams  King. 

FRANCIS  M.  SCARLETT. 

Signed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  9th  day  of  November,  A.  D. 

1857. 

JOSHUA  GRIFFITH,  J.  P. 

Georgia^  Glynn  county: 

Clerk' 8  Office,  Superior  Court, 

Recorded  in  record  book  M,  folios  329,  331,  this  12th  day  of  Novem- 
ber  1857 

GEORGE  J.  ARNOW,  Clerk. 


No.  42. 

Xhis  Indenturb,  made  this  twenty-sixth  day  of  October,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  between 
Amos  Davis,  Samuel  R.  Brooks,  William  Chauncey,  D.  Randolph 
Martin,  Charles  Illins,  Charles  Day,  and  George  W.  Hodges,  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  Thomas  A.  Dexter,  and  Edmund  Monroe,  of  Bos- 
ton, in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  Thurston  R.  Bloom,  of 
Macon,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  of  the  first  part,  and  John  A.  Iselin, 
William  M.  Clark,  E.  S.  Monroe,  and  Victor  De  Launay,  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  of  the  second  part,  by  William  W.  Corcoran,  of  the 
city  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  their  duly  authorized 
attorney,  as  appears  by  their  powers  to  him  for  that  purpose  given, 
and  which  are  hereunto  annexed,  and  the  United  States  of  America 
of  the  third  part,  witnesseth: 

The  said  parties  of  the  first  and  second  parts  for  and  in  consideration 
:if  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars,  to  them  in 
band  paid  by  the  said  parties  of  the  third  part,  through  their  said  attor- 
ciey,  tne  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  confessed  and  acknowledged,  have 
^^ranted,  bargained,  sold,  remised,  released,  and  conveyed,  and  by 
-liese  presents  do  grant,  bargain,  sell,  remise,  release,  and  convey  unto 
-lie  United  States  and  their  assigns,  the  following  described  premises, 
^-o-wit: 

All  that  part  of  Blythe  Island,  situated  in  Turtle  river,  opposite  the 
iity  of  Brunswick,  county  of  Glynn,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  which 
ies  south  of  a  line  extending  across  said  island,  which  was  heretofore 
^mtablished  by  James  Mcintosh,  H.  J.  Hart8tene,aiid3o\\w^V,^\'c^^^> 
^f  the  United  States  navy,  and  referred  to  lu  a  tc^C)\\,  wi^v^a  Vj  xXv^^xsn^ 

Ex.  Doc.  56 i 
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to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  the  13th  day  of  March,  1857,  and 
which  is  particularly  shown  in  the  annexed  tracing  sketch  of  the 
premises  hereby  intended  to  he  conveyed,  containing  in  all  about  eleven 
hundred  acres,  be  the  same  more  or  less. 

To  have  and  to  hold  the  above  described  premises  together  with  all 
and  singular  the  appurtenances  and  hereditaments  thereupon  belong- 
ing, or  in  any  wise  appertaining,  to  the  United  States  and  their  assigns 
forever. 

And  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  for  their  heirs,  executors, 
and  administrators,  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  do  hereby  severally 
covenant,  grant,  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  parties  of  the  third 
part  and  their  assigns,  that  the  said  parties  of  the  first  parts  at  the 
time  of  the  sealing  and  delivery  of  these  presents  are  lawfully  seized, 
of  a  good  and  absolute  and  indefeasible  estate  of  inheritance  in  fee 
simple  of  all  and  singular  the  above  granted,  bargained,  and  described 

1)remises  with  the  appurtenances,  and  have  good  right,  full  power,  and 
awful  authority  to  grant,  bargain,  sell,  ana  convey  the  same  in  man- 
ner and  form  aforesaid. 

And  that  the  said  parties  of  the  tbird  part  and  their  assigns  shall 
and  may  at  all  times  hereafter,  peaceably  and  quietly  have,  hold,  use, 
occupy,  possess,  and  enjoy  the  above  granted  premises,  and  everr 
part  and  parcel  thereof  with  the  appurtenances,  without  let,  snit, 
trouble,  molestation,  eviction,  or  disturbance  of  the  said  parties  of  the 
first  and  second  part,  their  heirs,  or  assigns,  or  any  other  person  or 
persons  lawfully  claiming  or  to  claim  the  same. 

And  that  the  same  are  now  free,  clear,  discharged,  and  unincumbered 
of  and  from  all  other  grants,  titles,  charges,  estates,  judgments,  taxes, 
assessments,  and  incumbrances  of  what  nature  or  kind  soever. 

And  also,  that  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  and  their  heirs,  and 
all  and  every  other  person  or  persons  whomsoever,  lawfully  or  equita- 
bly deriving  any  estate,  right,  title,  or  interest  of,  in,  or  to  the  herein- 
before granted  premises,  by,  from,  under,  or  in  trust  for  them,  or  either 
them,  shall  and  will  at  any  time  or  times  hereafter  upon  the  reaaon- 
able  request,  and  at  the  proper  costs  and  charges  of  the  said  party  of 
the  third  part  or  their  assigns,  make,  do,  and  execute,  or  cause  to 
procure  to  oe  made,  done,  and  executed,  all  and  every  such  further  and 
other  lawful  and  reasonable  acts,  conveyances,  and  assurances  in  lav, 
for  the  better  and  more  effectually  vesting  and  confirming  the  premises, 
hereby  intended  to  be  granted  in  and  to  the  said  parties  of  the  third 
part,  and  their  assigns  forever,  as  by  the  said  party  of  the  third  part, 
and  their  assigns,  or  their  counsel  learned  in  the  law,  shall  be  reason- 
ably devised,  advised,  or  required. 

And  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  their  heirs,  the  above  granted 
and  released  premises,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  with  the  ap- 
purtenances, unto  the  said  parties  of  the  third  part  and  their  assigns, 
against  the  said  parties  of  the  first  and  second  parts,  and  their  heirs, 
and  against  all  and  every  person  and  persons  whomsoever,  lawfiilly 
claiming  or  to  claim  the  same,  shall  and  will  warrant,  and  by  these 
presents  forever  defend. 

In  witness  vf\\eTQo^,  >iXv^  ^^\^^^xl\!^^  of  the  first  and  second  jmrt,  by 
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their  attorney  aforesaid,  have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seals,  the 
day  and  year  first  above  written. 

AMOS  DAVIS, 
By  W.  W.  Corcoran,  Attorney. 

SAMUEL  R.  BBOOKS, 
By  W.  W.  Corcoran,  Attorney. 
WILLIAM  CHAUNCEY, 
By  W.  W.  Corcoran,  Attorney. 

D.  RANDOLPH  MARTIN, 
By  W.  W.  Corcoran,  Attorney. - 

CHARLES  ILLINS, 
By  W.  W.  Corcoran,  Attorney. 

CHARLES  DAY, 
By  W.  W.  Corcoran,  Attorney. 

GEORGE  W.  HODGES, 
By  W.  W.  Corcoran,  Attorney. 

THOMAS  A.  DEXTER. 
By  W.  W.  Corcoran,  Attorney. 

EDMUND  MONROE, 
By  W.  W.  Corcoran,  Attorney. 

THURSTON  R.  BLOOM, 
By  W.  W.  Corcoran,  Attorney. 

JOHN  A.  ISELIN, 
By  W.  W.  Corcoran,  Attorney. 

WILLIAM  M.  CLARK, 
By  W.  W.  Corcoran,  Attorney. 

E.  S.  MUNROE, 

By  W.  W.  Corcoran,  Attorney. 

V.  DE  LAUNAY, 
By  W.  W.  Corcoran,  Attorney. 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  presence  of — 

Anthony  Hyde, 
As  to  all  the  fourteen  signatures. 

M.  Callan, 
As  to  all  the  fourteen  signatures. 

District  op  Columbia,  Washington  city: 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  this  twenty-seventh  day  of  October,  in 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  before  the  undersigned, 
Nicholas  Callan,  a  commissioner,  resident  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
duly  commissioned  and  qualified  by  the  executive  authority  and  under 
the  laws  of  the  State  of  Georgia  to  take  the  acknowledgment  of  deeds, 
&e.,  to  be  used  or  recorded  therein,  personally  appeared  William  W. 
Corcoran,  to  me  well  known  to  be  the  individual  named  in,  and  who 
executed  the  foregoing  deed,  and  acknowledged  that  he  had  executed 
the  said  deed  for  himself  and  as  attorney. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  official  seal, 
the  day  and  year  aforesaid. 

N.  CALLAN, 
Commissioner  for  the  State  of  Georgia. 
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[The  several  powers  of  attorney  under  which  W.  W. .  Ciorcoran 
acted  and  signed,  for  the  parties  to  the  foregoing  indenture,  are  at- 
tached to  the  original  indenture  filed  in  the  Navy  Department.] 


No.  43. 

This  Indenture,  made  the  23d  day  of  February,  in  the  year  1856, 
between  Amos  Davis,  of  New  York,  Esq.,  of  the  first  part,  and 
George  W.  Hodges,  of  New  York,  Esq.,  of  the  second  part,  witnes- 
seth: 

That  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the 
sum  of  $5,000,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  him 
in  hand  paid  by  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  at  or  before  the  en- 
sealing and  delivery  of  these  presents,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby 
acknowledged,  has  granted,  bargained,  sold,  aliened,  remised,  released, 
conveyed,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  does  grant,  bargain, 
sell,  alien,  remise,  release,  convey,  and  confirm,  unto  the  said  party 
of  the  second  part,  and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  all  of  one  un- 
divided thirty-second  part  (3^^)  of  Blythe  Island,  lying  and  being  in 
the  waters  of  Turtle  river,  opposite  the  city  of  Brunswick,  in  Glynn 
county.  State  of  Georgia,  and  containing  about  4,000  acres,  more  or 
less,  subject  to  an  agreement  between  the  said  party  of  the  first  part 
and  the  other  owners  of  said  island  on  the  one  part,  and  John  L.  Hays, 
of  the  city  of  Washington,  on  the  other  part,  to  go  into  effect  upon 
certain  conditions  and  contingencies  therein  expressed,  and  dated  19th 
December,  A.  D.  1854,  to  which  reference  is  hereby  made;  the  avails 
of  the  execution  of  said  agreement  to  accrue  to  the  benefit  of  said 
Hodges,  together  with  all  and  singular  the  tenements,  hereditaments, 
and  appui-tenances  thereunto  belonging,  or  in  any  wise  appertaining, 
and  the  reversion  and  reversions,  remainder  and  remainders,  rents, 
issues,  and  profits  thereof;  and  also  all  the  estate,  right,  title,  interest, 
property,  possession,  claim,  and  demand,  whatsoever,  as  well  in  law 
as  in  equity  of  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  of,  in,  or  to  the  above 
described  premises,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  with  the  ap- 
purtenances ;  to  have  and  to  hold  all  and  singular  the  above-mentioned 
and  described  premises,  together  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the 
said  party  of  the  second  part,  his  heirs,  and  assigns,  forever.  And 
the  said  Amos  Davis,  and  his  heirs,  the  said  premises,  in  the  quiet  and 
peaceable  possession  of  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  his  heirs, 
and  assigns,  against  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  his  heirs,  and 
against  all  and  every  person  and  persons,  whomsoever,  lawfully  claim- 
ing, or  to  claim  the  same,  shall  and  will  warrant,  and  by  these  presents 
forever  defend. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  has  hereunto  set 
his  hand  and  seal,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

AMOS  DAVIS,  [l.  s.] 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of — 
H.  J.  Clark. 
John  Bissell. 
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State,  City,  and  County  of  New  York,  ss: 

I,  John  Bissell,  a  commissioner  for  the  State  and  resident  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  legally  appointed  by  the  governor  of  the  State  of 
Georgia  to  take  testimony,  acknowledgments,  &c.,  to  be  used  or  re- 
corded in  that  State,  and  qualified,  do,  under  my  hand  and  official 
seal,  certify  that  on  this  23d  day  of  February,  1856,  before  me  person- 
ally appeared  Amos  Davis,  signer  and  sealer  of  the  annexed  instru- 
ment, and  acknowledged  the  same  to  be  his  free  act  and  deed  for  the 
uses  and  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

JOHN  BISSELL, 
Commissioner  for  Georgia. 


No.  44. 

This  Indenture,  made  the  twentieth  day  of  February,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-six,  between  Amos  Davis,  E8(j.,  of  New 
York,  of  the  first  part,  and  Charles  T.  Cromwell,  of  Manering  Island, 
Westchester  county.  New  York,  of  the  second  part,  witnesseth  : 

That  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  in  consideration  of  four  thou- 
sand dollars  to  him  duly  paid,  have  sold^  and  by  these  presents  doth 
grant  and  convey  to  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  the  five  (5)  undivided  thirty-second  parts  (J^)  of  Blythe  Island, 
lying  and  being  m  the  waters  of  Turtle  river,  opposite  the  city  of 
Brunswick,  in  Glynn  county.  State  of  Georgia,  and  containing  about 
four  thousand  acres  more  or  less,  subject  to  an  agreement  between  said 
Davis,  and  the  other  owners  of  said  island,  on  the  one  part,  and  John 
L.  Hays,  of  the  city  of  Washington,  on  the  other  part,  to  go  into  effect 
upon  certain  conditions  and  contingencies  therein  expressed,  and  dated 
December  19,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-four,  to  which  refer- 
ence is  hereby  made,  the  avails  of  the  execution  of  said  agreement  to 
accrue  to  the  benefit  of  said  Cromwell  to  the  amount  of  the  debt  secured 
by  this  mortgage  hereinafter  expressed,  with  interest,  and  for  payment 
of  the  same,  and  also  two  undivided  eightieth  parts  of  the  Brunswick 
canal,  connecting  the  Altamaha  with  Turtle  river,  in  the  State  of 
Georgia,  and  the  land  belonging  or  appertaining  to  the  same,  with  the 
rights  and  privileges  thereof. 

This  grant  is  intended  as  a  security  for  the  payment  of  a  bond  made 
by  said  Amos  Davis,  bearing  even  date  herewith,  conditioned  for  the 

Eayment  of  the  sum  of  four  thousand  dollars  in  one  year,  from  the  date 
ereof,  with  interest  thereon  at  the  rate  of  seven  per  cent  per  annum, 
payable  half  yearly,  which  payments  if  duly  made  will  render  this 
conveyance  void.  But,  notwithstanding,  if  the  said  interest  or  pay- 
ment, or  any  part  thereof,  should  at  any  time  remain  in  arrears  and 
unpaid  for  twenty  days  after  the  same  or  any  part  thereof,  by  the  tenor 
of  said  bond,  falls  due,  then  the  whole  principal  sum  shall  become  due, 
and  be  collected  at  the  option  of  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  or 
his  assigns,  and  the  said  Amos  Davis  hereby  covenants  and  promises 
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to  make  the  payments,  principal,  and  interest,  as  above  stated,  and  the 
said  party  of  the  first  part,  hereby,  in  case  of  default  in  any  of  the 
payments  of  principal  or  interest,  as  aforesaid,  at  the  times  the  same 
shall  fall  due  expressly  pledges  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  mort- 
gaged premises  during  the  continuance  of  this  mortgage,  to  pay  the 
said  principal  and  interest,  and  hereby  expressly  agrees  and  gives  au- 
thority in  case  of  such  default  that  such  rents  and  profits  may  be  there- 
upon collected,  and  the  net  proceeds  thereof,  after  payment  of  expense 
and  commissions  of  collection,  may  be  applied  towards  payment  of  said 
interest  and  principal,  and  in  case  of  such  default,  and  a  foreclosure  is 
commenced,  a  receiver  of  such  rents  and  profits  may  be  forthwith  ap- 
pointed by  the  court  in  which  the  foreclosure  is  commenced,  and  the 
said  Amos  Davis,  covenants  to  insure  and  keep  insured  the  buildings 
and  edifices  erected  or  to  be  erected  upon  the  said  premises  to  their  in- 
surable value,  in  such  company  or  by  such  insurers  as  shall  be  approved 
by  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  and  to  assign  the  policy  and  re- 
newals as  further  security  for  the  payment  of  the  said  principal  and 
interest,  and  in  default  thereof  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  and 
his  assigns  may  insure  the  same  and  tne  premiums,  with  interest 
thereon,  shall  be  a  lien  upon  the  said  premises ;  and  the  said  Davis  eov- 
enants  with  said  Cromwell,  that  the  land  and  premises  above  described, 
and  hereby  intended  to  be  mortgaged,  are  free  and  clear  of  and  from 
all  incumbrances,  liens,  and  charges  whatever,  and  that  he  is  seized  of 
an  estate  in  fee  simple  thereof,  and  has  good,  right,  and  lawful  authority 
to  convey  the  same  as  conveyed  in  and  by  this  mortgage,  this  security 
being  executed  and  given  and  contract  made  with  reference  and  to  be 
enforced  according  to  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Georgia. 

And  if  default  shall  be  made  in  the  payment  of  the  principal  or 
interest,  as  above-mentioned,  then  the  said  party  of  the  second  part 
and  his  assigns  are  hereby  authorized  pursuant  to  statute,  to  sell  the 
premises  above  granted,  or  so  much  thereof  as  will  be  necessary  to 
satisfy  the  amout  then  due,  with  the  costs  and  expenses  allowed  by 
law. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  party  of  the  first  part  has  hereunto  set  his 
hand  and  seal,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

AMOS  DAVIS,  [l.  s.] 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of — the  word  '^eighteenth"  in 
the  description  altered  to  *' eightieth,"  and  the  word  '*  five''  also  made 
so  on  another  word,  before  execution — 
John  Bissell. 
John  Oakey. 

State,  City,  and  County  of  Kew  York,  as  : 

^  I,  John  Bissell,  a  commissioner  for  the  State  and  resident  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  legally  appointed  by  the  governor  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  to  take  testimony,  acknowledgments,  &c.,  &c.,  to  be  used  or 
recorded  in  that  Stat«,  and  qualified,  do,  under  my  hand  and  official 
seal,  certify  that  on  this  26th  day  of  February,  1856,  before  me,  per- 
sonally appeared  Amos  Davis,  signer  and  sealer  of  the  annexed  instru- 
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ment,  and  acknowledged  the  same  to  be  his  free  act  and  deed,  for  the 
uses  and  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

[seal.]  JOHN  BISSELL, 

Commissioner  for  Georgia. 

Recorded  this  10th  day  March,  1856. 

JACOB  W.  MOOBE, 

Clerk  S.  C.  G.  C. 
State  op  Georgu,  Glynn  County: 

Clerk  and  Recorder's  Office. 

I,  Jacob  W.  Moore,  clerk,  and  recorder  of  deeds  and  mortgages,  do 
certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  record  of 
mortgage  from  Amos  Davis,  Esq.,  to  Charles  T.  Cromwell,  as  it  ap- 
I)ear8  on  record  in  book  M,  folios  105  and  106. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  officially,  and 
affixed  the  seal  of  my  office,  this  26th  day  of  March,  1857. 

J.  W.  MOORE,  Clerk. 

State  op  Georgia,  Glynn  County: 

Clerk  and  Recorder's  Office. 

I,  Jacob  W.  Moore,  clerk  of  the  superior  court,  and  recorder  of 
deeds  and  mortgages  for  this  county,  in  the  State  aforesaid,  do  hereby 
certify  that  there  are  no  judgments  or  incumbrances  against  the  pres- 
ent owners  of  Blythe  Island,  except  the  copy  of  mortgage  from  Amos 
Davis  to  Charles  T.  Cromwell,  this  day  inclosed  to  Mr.  Amos  Davis, 
either  on  the  minutes  of  our  courts,  or  the  records  of  this  office. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  officially,  and 
affixed  the  seal  of  my  office,  at  Brunswick,  this  26th  day  of  March, 
A.  D.  1857. 

JACOB  W.  MOORE. 


No.  45. 

This  Indenture^  made  the  15th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  1857, 
between  Charles  T.  Cromwell,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  of  the  first 
part,  and  Amos  Davis,  of  the  same  place,  of  the  second  part,  witnes- 
seth: 

That  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the 
sum  of  $5,738  15,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to 
him  in  hand  paid  by  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  at  or  before 
the  ensealing  and  delivery  of  these  presents,  the  receipt  whereof  is 
hereby  acknowledged,  hath  remised,  released,  and  quit-claimed,  and 
by  these  presents  doth  remise,  release,  and  quit-claim,  unto  the  said 
party  of  the  second  part,  and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  all  the 
five  (5)  undivided  thirty-second  parts  of  Blythe  Island,  lying  in  the 
waters  of  Turtle  river,  opposite  the  city  of  Brunswick,  in  Glynn  county. 
State  of  Georgia,  and  containing  about  5,000  acres  more  or  less, 
together  with  all  and  singular  the  tenements,  hereditaments,  and  ap- 
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purtenances  thereunto  belonging,  or  in  any  wise  appertaining,  and 
the  reversion  and  reversions,  remainder  and  remainders,  rents,  issues, 
and  profits  thereof;  and  also  all  the  estate,  right,  title,  interest, 
property,  possession,  claim,  and  demand,  whatsoever,  as  well  in  law 
as  in  equity,  of  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  of,  in,  or  to  the  aboTe 
described  premises,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  with  the  ap- 
purtenances ;  to  have  and  to  hold  all  and  singular  the  above-mentioned 
and  described  premises,  together  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said 
party  of  the  second  part,  his  heirs,  and  assigns  forever.  This  is  in- 
tended as  a  release  and  discharge  of  said  lands  ft-om  and  of  all  judg- 
ments, actions,  suits,  attachments,  causes  of  action,  and  all  liens  and 
claims,  whatsoever,  belonging  to  me  therein. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  parties  to  the  presents  have  hereunto  inter- 
changeably set  their  hanas  and  seals  tne  day  and  year  first  aboie 
written. 

CHARLES  T.  CROMWELL,  [l.  s.] 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of — 
Addison  F.  Terry. 
John  Oakey. 


88: 


GEORGIA. 

United  States  of  America,  > 

State  of  New  York,  City  and  County  of  New  Yorky  \ 

Be  it  remember,  that  on  this  19th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  1857, 
before  me,  the  undersigned,  Edwin  F.  Corey,  a  commissioner,  resident 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  duly  commissioned  and  qualified  by  the  ex- 
ecutive authority  and  under  laws  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  to  take  tiie 
acknowledgment  of  deeds,  &c.,  to  be  used  or  recorded  therein,  person- 
ally appeared  Charles  T.  Cromwell,  to  me  personally  known  to  be  the 
individual  named  in  and  who  executed  the  annexed  instrument,  and 
he  acknowledged  that  he  executed  the  said  instrument  for  the  purposes 
therein  named  and  mentioned. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  mr 
official  seal,  the  day  and  year  aforesaid. 

EDWIN  F.  COREY, 
Commissioner  for  the  State  of  Georgia. 
Office y  Merchant's  Exchange y  New  York, 


No.  46. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents :  That  we,  Charles  W.  Cartwright 
and  William  H.  Gardiner,  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and  Simon  Green- 
leaf,  of  Cambridge,  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  Esqrs., 
trustees  of  tVie  'Brxm^mck  l^wc^d.  Cfexa^any^  in  consideration  of  eight 
thousand  doWaxs  "5a\^\>^  mM^  Y^lA^xA^^a  vNi^m\\!^&^^  Francis 
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M.  Scarlett,  as  administrator  of  the  estate  of  John  Parland,  late  of 
Glynn  county,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  deceased,  the  receipt  whereof 
is  hereby  acknowledged,  do  by  these  presents,  give,  grant,  bargain, 
sell,  and  convey  unto  the  said  Mary  Parland  and  Francis  M.  Scarlett, 
in  their  said  capacities  of  administratrix  and  administrator,  as  afore- 
said, all  that  tract  or  parcel  of  land  called  Blythe  Island,  situate, 
lying,  and  being  in  the  waters  of  Turtle  river,  and  opposite  to  the 
town  of  Brunswick,  in  said  county  of  Glynn  and  State  of  Georgia, 
and  being  the  same  land  conveyed  to  us  in  trust  for  said  company  by 
said  Mary  Parland  and  Francis  M.  Scarlett,  as  such  administratrix 
and  administrator,  by  leave  of  court  for  that  purpose  obtained,  and 
which  same  land  is  hereby  conveyed  to  them  in  mortgage  for  the  pur- 
pose of  securing  payment  of  part  of  the  purchase  money  to  the  estate 
of  the  said  John  Parland,  deceased ;  to  have  and  to  hold  the  above 
granted  premises,  with  the  privileges  and  appurtenances  thereto  be- 
longing to  the  said  Mary  Parland  and  Francis  M.  Scarlett,  adminis-  • 
tratrix  and  administrator,  as  aforesaid,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  to 
their  sole  use  and  behoof  forever,  but  upon  the  trusts  of  their  said 
administration. 

And  we,  the  said  Cartwright,  Greenleaf,  and  Gardiner,  for  our- 
selves and  our  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  do  covenant  with 
the  said  Mary  Parland  and  Francis  M.  Scarlett,  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  that  we  are  lawfully  seized  in  fee  of  the  aforegranted 
premises ;  that  they  are  free  from  all  incumbrances  made  or  suffered 
by  us ;  that  we  have  good  right  to  sell  and  convey  the  same  to  the 
said  Mary  Parland  and  Francis  M.  Scarlett,  administratrix  and  ad- 
ministrator, as  aforesaid',  and  that  we  will,  and  our  heirs,  executors, 
and  administrators  shall,  warrant  and  defend  the  same  to  the  said 
Mary  Parland  and  Francis  M.  Scarlett,  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever, 
against  the  lawful  claims  and  demands  of  all  persons  claiming  by, 
from,  or  under  us:  Provided j  nevertheless j  That  if  the  said  Bruns- 
wick Land  Company  shall  pay  unto  the  said  Mary  Parland  and 
Francis  M.  Scarlett,  as  such  administrators^,  or  their  successors  or 
assigns,  the  said  sum  of  eight  thousand  dollars,  in  two  annual 
installments,  namely,  four  thousand  dollars  on  or  before  the  1st  day 
January,  1839,  and  shall  also  pay  interest  on  said  sum  at  the  rate  of 

dollars  per  year  upon  every  hundred  dollars,  to  wit:  on  the  — 

day  of in  each  year,  and  shall  also  keep  the  said  premises  con- 
stantly insured  against  fire  to  the  amount  of dollars,  payable  in 

case  of  loss  to  the  said ,  then  this  deed,  as  also  two 

certain  promissory  notes  bearing  even  date  with  these  presents,  signed 
by  the  said  C.  W.  Cartwright,  as  president  of  the  said  Brunswick 
Land  Company,  whereby  said  company  promises  to  pay  to  the  said 
Mary  Parland  and  Francis  M.  Scarlett,  the  said  sum  and  interest,  at 
the  times  aforesaid,  shall  all  be  absolutely  void  to  all  intents  and 
purposes :  And  provided^  also,  That  until  default  of,  or  in  the  pay- 
ment of  the  said  sum  of  eight  thousand  dollars,  or  of  some  part 
thereof,  of  the  interest  therefor,  or  otlier  default  contrary  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  the  preceding  proviso,  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ful to  and  for  the  said  Brunswick  Land  Compawy ,  \vra^  «Ai^^^^\^'^^ 
peaceablj  and  quietly  to  hold  and  enjoy  all  and  B\x\»\3\«ut  >i>cva  Y^<5vsivftft»» 
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hereby  granted,  and  to  receive  and  take  the  rents  and  profits  thereof 
to  and  for  their  own  use  and  benefit,  without  the  denial  or  interru]^ 
tion  of  or  by  the  said  Mary  Parland  and  Francis  M.  Scarlett,  their 
heirs  or  assigns,  or  of  or  by  any  other  person  or  persons  claiming 
from,  by,  or  under  them,  or  under  the  said  John  Parland,  deceased. 

In  witness  whereof  we,  the  said  Cartwright,  Greenleaf,  and  Grardi- 
ner,  trustees  as  aforesaid,  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals,  this 
eighteenth  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-seven. 

C.  W.  CARTWRIGHT. 

SIMON  GREENLEAF. 

W.  H.  GARDINER. 

Executed  and  delivered  in  presence  of  us — the  words  "their  suc- 
cessors or,"  interlined  before  signing,  and  the  printed  words  ''heirs, 
executors,  or  administrators,"  '*  whereby,"  stricken  out — 

Thomas  A.  Dexter, 
George  J.  F.  Alleyne, 

Witnesses  to  signature  of  W.  H.  Gardiner. 
Thomas  A.  Dexter, 
F.  A.  Messinger, 

Witnesses  to  signature  of  C.  W.  Cartwright. 
J.  F.  Rey, 

As  to  S.  Greenleaf. 

District  of  Columbia,  Washington  County,  ss: 

January  25,  A.  D.  1837.  Then  personally  appeared  the  above 
named  Simon  Greenleaf  and  acknowledged  the  above  instrument  to  be 
his  free  act  and  deed,  before  me^  one  of  the  associate  justices  of  the 
circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

B.  THURSTON. 

Commonwealth  op  Massachusetts,  )     . 

Suffolk  County,  City  of  Boston,  ) 

Be  it  known,  that  on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  before  me,  Thomas 
A.  Dexter,  a  commissioner  duly  appointed  under  the  great  seal  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  within  and  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
resident  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  duly  qualified  to  take  the  proof 
and  acknowledgment  of  deeds  and  other  instruments  under  seal,  to  be 
used  or  recorded  in  said  State  of  Georgia,  personally  appeared  Charles 
W.  Cartwright  and  William  H.  Gardiner,  Esqrs.,  both  of  whom  are 
personally  well  known  to  me,  and  did  in  my  presence  sign  and  seal,  and, 
as  their  voluntary  act  and  deed,  in  their  capacity  of  trustees  of  the 
Brunswick  Land  Company,  severally  duly  execute,  acknowledge,  and 
deliver,  the  within  deed,  for  the  uses  and  purposes  therein  mentioned, 
and  desired  that  the  same  might  be  recorded  as  such. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my 
seal,  this  19th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1837. 

THOMAS  A.  DEXTER, 

Commissianer, 
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Georgia,  Glynn  County: 

This  is  to  certify,  that  the  notes  for  which  the  within  mortgage  was 
given  as  security  for  the  payment  thereof,  have  all  been  paid  accord- 
ing to  their  tenor,  and  this  mortgage  discharged  in  full. 

FRANCIS  D.  SCARLETT, 
FRANCIS  M.  SCARLETT, 
For  MARY  ANN  PARLAND. 
Brunswick,  January  18,  1839. 

Georgia,  Glynn  County: 

I,  Francis  M.  Scarlett,  one  of  the  late  administrators  on  the  estate 
of  John  Parland,  hereby  acknowledge  that  Francis  D.  Scarlett  who 
signed  the  above  certificate  of  the  satisfaction  of  the  within  mortgage 
on  the  18th  January,  1839,  did  so,  as  the  duly  authorized  agent  of 
myself  and  Mary  Ann  Parland,  administrator  and  administratrix  of 
the  estate  of  said  John  Parland,  deceased,  and  that  said  mortgage  is 
fully  satisfied. 

FRANCIS  M.  SCARLETT. 

Signed,  sealed  in  our  presence,  this  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
1857. 

F.  M.  Harris. 

Hamilton  Couper, 

Notary  Publicy  Chatham  County, 

Both  of  these  acknowledgments  of  satisfaction  of  mortgage,  &c.,  by 
Francis  M.  Scarlett  and  Francis  D.  Scarlett,  are  on  record  in  the 
clerk's  office  in  the  superior  court  of  Glynn  county,  in  book  I  J,  folio 
36. 

GEORGE  J.  ARNOW,  CUrh. 


No.  47. 

All  that  undivided  moiety  of  the  tract  or  parcel  of  land  held  by  us, 
the  said  Sarah  Handly  and  Thomas  Handly,  as  tenants  in  common, 
with,  ^^  on  and  bounded  by  the  waters  of  Turtle  river,  in  the 

county  of  Glynn,  and  State  aforesaid,  known  and  called  by  the  name  of 
Blythe  Island,  containing  4,205  acres,  be  the  same  more  or  less ;  of 
which  1,633  acres  are  marsh  land,  260  acres  are  hammock  land,  and 
2,312  acres  are  pine  barren;  the  said  island  of  Blythe,  being  bounded 
on  all  sides  by  the  waters  of  Turtle  river." 

Thomas  Handly  and  Sarah  Handly  to  John  Parland:  Deed  dated 
January  12,1815,  conveys  ''an  undivided"  moiety  of  above-de- 
scribed premises ;  recorded  November  15,  1817,  in  book  G,  pages 

306,  &c. 

Frederick  Beal  and  John  E.  Carson,  members  of  the  board  of  com- 
missioners of  the  Franklin  County  Academy  to  John  Parland : 
Deed  dated  May  19,  1817,  conveys  an  undivided  moiety  of  above- 
described  premises;  recorded  November  15,  IBl'l^  \ii\i<^<^\LQR^^'W|^'^ 

307,  &c. 
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Francis  M.  Scarlett  and  Mary  Ann  Parland,  administrator  and  admin- 
istratrix of  John  Parland,  deceased,  to  Charles  W.  Cart?rright, 
William  Howard  Gardiner,  and  Simon  Greenleaf,  trustees  of  the 
Brunswick  Land  Company:  Deed  dated  March  14,  1837,  conveys 
*'  all  that  tract  or  parcel  of  land,  called  Blythe  Island,  situate, 
lying,  and  being  in  the  waters  of  Turtle  river,  and  opposite  to  Ae 
city  of  Brunswick,  in  said  county  of  Glynn,  and  State  of  Georgia;" 
recorded  March  18,  1837,  in  book  H,  folio  t60. 

Charles  W.  Cartwright  and  William  H.  Gardiner,  trustees,  &c.,  to 
Samuel  R.  Brooks  and  Amos  Davis:  Deed  dated  April  9, 1851,  con- 
veys ''all  that  tract  or  parcel  of  land,  called  Blythe  Island,  situate, 
lying,  and  being  in  the  waters  of  Turtle  river,  and  opposite  to  the 
city  of  Brunswick,  in  said  county  of  Glynn,  and  State  of  Georgia;'* 
recorded  January  12,  1852,  in  book  L,  pages  55,  &c. 

Amos  Davis  to  William  Chauncey :  Deed  dated  February  5,  1853, 
conveys  "all  the  one  undivided  sixteenth  part,"  of  above-described 
premises ;  recorded  March  10, 1853,  in  book  L,  page  182. 

Samuel  R.  Brooks  to  D.  Randolph  Martin:  Deed  dated  September  24, 
1853,  conveys  "all  the  undivided  one  eighth  part  of  the  undivided 
fifteen  thirty nsecond  parts  of  Blythe  Island;"  recorded  17, 

1853,  in  book  L,  page  283. 

Amos  Davis  to  Thomas  A.  Dexter:  Deed  dated  September  24,  1853, 
conveys  S^U  of  one  undivided  thirty-second  part  of  Blythe  Island;" 
recorded  November  12,  1853,  in  book  L,  page  291. 

Amos  Davis  to  Edmund  Monroe:  Deed  dated  September  24,  1853, 
conveys  '^all  of  the  undivided  one  eighth  part  of  one  undivided  half 
part  of  Blythe  Island;"  recorded  November  12,  1853,  in  book  L, 
page  292. 

Samuel  R.  Brooks  to  Thomas  A.  Dexter:  Deed  dated  September  24, 
1853,  conveys  **all  the  undivided  one  eighth  part  of  the  undivided 
fifteen  thirty-second  parts  of  Blythe  Island ;"  recorded  November  12, 
1853,  in  book  L,  page  295. 

Samuel  R.  Brooks  to  Edward  Monroe:  Deed  dated  September  24,  1853, 
conveys  '*all  the  undivided  one  eighth  part  of  the  undivided  fifteen 
thirty-second  parts  of  Blythe  Island;"  recorded  November  12,  1853, 
in  book  L,  page  294. 

Samuel  R.  Brooks  to  Thomas  A.  Dexter:  Deed  dated  September  24, 
1853,  conveys  "all  the  undivided  one  eighth  part  of  the  undivided 
fifteen  thirty-second  parts  of  Blythe  Island ;'  *  recorded  November  12, 
1853,  in  book  L,  page  295. 

Samuel  R.  Brooks  to  Edward  Monroe:  Deed  dated  September  24, 1853, 
conveys  "all  the  undivided  one  eighth  part  of  the  undivided  fifteen 
thirty-second  parts  of  Blythe  Island;''  recorded  November  12,  1853, 
in  book  L,  page  294. 
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=r  Samuel  R.  Brooks  to  Thomas  A.  Dexter:  Deed  dated  September  24, 
T      1853,  conveys  '^all  of  one  undivided  thirty-second  part  of  Blythe 
--     Island;"  recorded  November  12,  1853,  in  book  L,  page  296. 

Samuel  R.  Brooks  to  Charles  lUins:  Deed  dated  September  29,  1853> 
^      conveys  ^'all  the  undivided  one-eighth  part  of  the  undivided  fifteen 
thirty-second  parts  of  Blythe  Island;*'  recorded  December  15,  1853, 
■^       in  book  L,  page  305. 

Samuel  R.  Brooks  to  Charles  Illins:  Deed  dated  September  24,  1853, 
"^      conveys  ''all  the  undivided  one-eighth  part  of  the  undivided  fifteen 
2       thirty-second  parts  of  Blythe  Island;"  recorded  December  15, 1853, 
in  book  L,  page  307. 

Samuel  R.  Brooks  to  Charles  Day  and  Thurston  R.  Bloom:    Deed 
dated  September  27, 1853,  conveys  ''all  the  undivided  fifteen  thirty- 
second  parts  of  Blythe  Island;"  recorded  January  11, 1854,  in  book 
=n      L,  page  314. 

_  Amos  Davis  to  George  W.  Hodges:  Deed  dated  February  23,  1856, 
"^       conveys   " one  undivided  thirty-second  part  of  Blythe  Island;"  re- 
corded October  28,  1856,  in  book  M,  pages  177  and  178. 

State  of  Georgia ,  Glynn  County: 

Clerk's  Office^  Superior  Court. 

I,  Jacob  W.  Moore,  clerk  of  the  superior  court  in  and  for  said  county, 
—  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a  true  abstract  of  the 
title  for  Blythe  Island  as  it  appears  on  record  in  this  office,  which  is 
the  only  office  in  said  county  where  such  conveyances  are  recorded. 
And  I  further  certify  that  there  are  no  adverse  claimants  to  any 
portion  of  said  property. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the 
r         -,     seal  of  court,  this  11th  of  September,  1857. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents:  That  we,  Sarah  Handly  and 
Thomas  Handly,  of  the  county  of  Richmond,  and  State  of  Georgia,  have 
granted,  bargained,  and  sold,  unto  John  Parland,  of  the  county  of 
Glynn,  and  State  of  Georgia,  and  by  these  presents  do  give,  grant, 
bargain,  and  sell,  enfeoflfand  confirm,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the 
sum  of  $1,500,  to  us  in  hand  paid,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  ac- 
knowledged, unto  the  said  John  Parland,  all  that  undivided  moiety 
of  that  tract  or  parcel  of  land  held  by  us,  the  said  Sarah  Handly  and 
Thomas  Handly,  us  tenants  in  common  with  on,  and 

bounded  by  the  water  of  the  Turtle  river,  in  the  county  of  Glynn,  and 
State  aforesaid,  known  and  called  by  the  name  of  Blythe  Island,  con- 
taining 4,205  acres,  be  the  same  more  or  less,  of  which  1,633  acres  are 
marsh  land,  260  acres  are  hammock  land,  and  2,312  acres  are  pine 
barren ;  the  said  island  of  Blythe  being  bounded  on  all  sides  by  the 
waters  of  Turtle  river;  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  tract  or  parcel  of 
land,  with  all  the  issues,  profits,  and  appurtenances  thereto,  as  fully 
and  completely  as  we,  the  said  Thomas  Handly  and  Sarah  Handly, 
have  hitherto  held  the  said  undivided  moiety  of  the  said  tract  or  parcel 
of  land,  to  the  said  John  Parland  and  his  heirs  forever,  as  tenants  in 
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common  with  And  the  said  Sarah  Handlyand 

Thomas  Handly  do  covenant  and  agree  for  themselyes,  their  heirs,  ex- 
ecutors, administrators,  and  assigns,  to  warrant  and  defend  the  tide 
of  the  undivided  moiety  of  the  said  tract  or  parcel  of  land  ahove-mfin- 
tioned  and  described,  unto  the  said  John  Parland,  his  heirs,  executors, 
administrators,  and  assigns,  against  all  and  every  person,  whatsoerer, 
having,  or  pretending  to  have,  any  claim,  legal  or  equitable,  to  the 
said  undivided  moiety  of  the  island  of  Blythe  with  the  said  Sarah 
Handly  and  Thomas  Handly. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seak  the 
12th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1815. 


SARAH  HANDLY. 
THOMAS  HANDLY 


[l.  s.' 

.  [L.S.; 


Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  before  us- 
JoHN  Hartford  Montgomery. 
John  McQuin. 


John  McQuin,  one  of  the  subscribing  witnesses  to  the  within  deed, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  that  he  saw  Sarah  Handly  and 
Thomas  Handly  sign  and  seal  the  within,  the  same  being  first  read  to 
them  in  this  deponents  presence,  and  acknowledged  the  same  as  their 
act  and  deed ;  and  that  this  deponent  also  saw  John  Hartford  Mont- 
gomery, the  other  subscribing  witness,  sign  the  same,  as  a  witness, 
in  the  deponent's  presence,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  said  Sarah 
Handly  and  Thomas  Handly. 

JOHN  McQUIN. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  this  13th  day  of  March,  1816. 

JOHN  GUMMING, 

J.  L  C.  B,  C, 

Recorded  this  15th  day  of  November,  1817,  or  examined  by  me. 

J.  ABRAHAMS, 

C.  I.  C.  0.  C. 

State  op  Georgia,  Glynn  County : 

Clerk's  OJice,  Glynn  County. 

I,  Jacob  W.  Moore,  clerk  of  the  superior  court  in  the  county  and 
State  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a 
true  copy  from  record  as  it  appears  in  book  G,  folios  306,  &c. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  oflScially,  and 
affixed  the  seal  of  court,  at  Brunswick,  this  10th  day  of  September, 
1857. 

J.  W.  MOORE,  Clerh 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  Frederick  Beal  and  John 
E.  Carson,  members  of  the  board  of  commissioners  of  and  in  behalf  of 
James  Hooper,  Dudley  James,  James  Blair,  and  John  Mullin,  Esq., 
the  other  named  commissioners  of  the  said  academy,  and  all  of  the 
county  of  Franklin,  and  State  of  Georgia,  have  granted,  bargained, 
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and  deed,  and  do  by  these  presents  sell  and  bargain  with  and  unto 
John  Parland,  of  the  county  of  Glynn,  and  State  aforesaid,  and  by 
these  presents  to  give,  grant,  sell  and  bargain,  enfeoff  and  con- 
firm, for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  seventeen  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  to  us  in  hand  paid,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowl- 
edged, have  this  day  sold  unto  the  John  Parland  all  that  undivided 
moiety  of  that  tract  or  parcel  of  land  situate,  lying,  and  being  in  the 
Glynn  county,  and  on  Turtle  river,  known  and  called  by  the  name  of 
Blythe  Island,  containing  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  two  acres, 
be  the  same  more  or  less  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  tract  or  parcel  of 
land,  with  all  the  rights,  issues,  profits,  and  appurtenances,  thereunto 
belonging  or  in  any  wise  appertaining  thereunto,  as  fully  and  amply 
as  we  the  said  commissioners  have  hitherto  held  the  said  undivided 
moiety  of  the  said  tract  or  parcel  of  land,  to  the  said  John  Parland  and 
his  heirs  forever,  in  fee  simple  ;  and  we  the  said  Frederick  Beal,  and 
John  E.  Carson,  members,  for  themselves  and  for  the  aforesaid  James 
Hooper,  Dudley  James,  James  Blair,  and  John  Mullins,  Esq.,  named 
commissioners  of  the  Franklin  Ck)unty  Academy,  do  warrant  and  defend 
the  title  of  the  aforesaid  undivided  moiety  of  the  said  tract  or  parcel  of 
land  above-mentioned  and  described,  as  commissioners,  as  aforesaid 
unto  the  said  John  Parland,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and 
assigns,  against  all  every  person  whatsoever  having  or  pretending  to 
have  any  claim  legal  or  equitable  title  to  the  said  undivided  moiety  of 
the  said  tract  or  parcel  of  land,  or  to  any  part  thereof.  In  witness 
whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seal,  this  19th  day  of 
May,  1817. 

FREDERICK  BEAL,  [l.  s.l 
JOHN  E.  CARSON,     [l.  s.l 

Samuel  Piles,  J.  J.  C. 

Joseph  Manning. 

Recorded  this  15th  day  of  November,  1817,  and  examined  by  me. 

J.  ABRAHAMS,  C.  S.  C.  G.  C. 

State  of  Georgia,  Glynn  County: 

I,  Jacob  W.  Moore,  clerk  of  the  superior  court  in  the  county  and 
State  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a 
true  copy  from  record,  as  it  appears  in  book  G,  folios  307,  &c. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  officially,  and 
affixed  the  seal  of  court,  at  Brunswick,  this  10th  day  of  September, 
A.  1).  1857. 

J.  W.  MOORE,  Clerk. 

State  of  Georgia,  Glynn  County: 

This  memorandum  of  agreement,  made  and  entered  into  this  19th 
day  of  May,  1836,  between  John  Parland,  of  the  State  and  county 
aforesaid,  of  the  one  part,  and  Abraham  Colby,  of  the  city  of  Boston, 
and  State  of  Massachusetts,  of  the  other  part,  witnesseth:  That 
the  said  John  Parland  doth  by  these  presents  promise  and  agree  tci 
sell  to  the  said  Abraham  Colby,  his  heirs  and  am^xi^,  «i!OL  >iXvaX» 'vx^^^* 
or  parcel  of  land  called  BJythe  Island,  situate,  \yVvi?>^  ^\A  >i<iv£i^ \:^ 
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the  waters  of  the  Turtle  river,  and  opposite  to  the  town  of  Brunswick, 
in  the  State  and  county  aforesaid,  for  the  sum  of  twelve  thousand 
dollars,  to  be  paid  four  thousand  dollars  on  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1837,  when  and  at  which  time  the  said  John  Parland  doth  promise  and 
agree  for  himself  or  his  assigns  to  make  to  the  said  Abraham  Colby, 
or  to  his  assigns,  good  and  sufficient  warranty  titles  to  the  said 
Blythe  Island,  he,  the  said  Abraham  Colby,  being  bound  by  these 
presents  to  give  to  the  said  John  Parland,  or  to  his  assigns,  a 
mortgage  on  the  said  Blythe  Island,  and  personal  security  to  secure  to 
him,  the  said  John  Parland,  the  remaining  eight  thousand  dollars  of 
the  sum  agreed  to  be  paid  for  the  said  Blythe  Island,  with  legal  in- 
terest thereon,  which  said  eight  thousand  dollars  are  to  be  ])aid  in 
two  equal  annual  installments  of  four  thousand  dollars  each,  with  the 
interest  thereon,  as  follows,  to  wit:  four  thousand  dollars  and  interest 
on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1838,  and  four  thousand  dollars  and  in- 
terest on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1839. 

In  witness  whereof,  I,  the  said  John  Parland,  have  hereunto  set 
my  hand  and  seal,  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

JOHN  PARLAND,  [l.  s.] 

Thos.  Butler  King, 

Isaac  Abrahams,  J.  7.  (7.  W.  C. 


Recorded  February  27,  1837. 


JOHN  BURNETT,  Clerk, 


State  of  Georgia,  Glynn  County: 

Clerk's  Office ^  Glynn  county, 

I,  Jacob  W.  Moore,  clerk  of  the  superior  court  in  the  county  and 
and  State  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is 
a  true  copy  from  record,  as  it  appears  in  book  H,  folio  442. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  oflScially  and 
affixed  the  seal  of  court,  at  Brunswick,  this  10th  day  of  September. 
A.  D.  1857. 

J.  W.  MOORE,  Clerk. 

Know  all  men,  that  I,  Abraham  Colby,  within  named,  in  considera- 
tion of  one  dollar,  and  for  divers  other  valuable  considerations,  paid 
me  by  Charles  W.  Cartwright,  Simon  Greenleaf,  and  William  Har- 
ward  Gardiner,  Esqrs.,  trustees  of  the  Brunswick  Land  Company,  the 
receipt  whereof  I  hereby  acknowledge,  do  hereby  assign,  transfer,  sell 
and  convey,  bargain  and  grant  to  the  said  Cartwright,  Greenleaf,  and 
Gardiner,  all  my  right,  title,  and  interest,  at  law  and  in  equity,  in 
and  to  all  and  singular  the  lands  within  mentioned,  and  also  in  and 
to  the  contract  and  obligation  within,  and  all  benefits,  equities,  and 
claims  resulting  to  me  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  same,  hereby  in- 
vesting them,  and  each  of  them,  with  full  power  as  my  attorneys  irre- 
vocable, and  with  power  of  substitution  in  my  name,  place,  and  stead, 
but  at  their  cost  and  expenses,  and  to  their  use  and  benefit,  to  adopt 
and  pursue  all  lawful  means  to  carry  said  contract  into  efiect,  and 
complete,  effect,  and.  to  ^\ifct^^  the  performance  of  the  same  on  the 
part  of  the  obliget  t\ieie\ii  XkaxcL^ftL  ^tA  \l\^  \v^\^^  ^»xA  ^^^l^s^  and  to 
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require  a  valid  and  absolute  title  at  law  to  said  land,  and  to  derive  to 
themselves  all  the  benefit  and  advantage  which  I  might  lawfully 
have  derived  from  said  contract  or  obligation,  if  this  assignment  and 
conveyance  had  not  been  made.  To  have  and  to  hold  the  premises  to 
them  the  said  Cartwright,  Greenleaf  and  Gardiner,  in  their  said  ca- 
pacity of  trustees,  as  joint  tenants,  and  not  as  tenants  in  common, 
and  to  the  survivors  of  them,  and  the  heirs  of  such  survivors  and  his 
assigns  forever,  in  trust,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  stockholders  in 
the  said  Brunswick  Land  Company,  and  for  the  uses  and  purposes 
declared  in  the  deed  of  trust  made  by  Colby  and  Davis  to  them,  dated 
September  12,  1836,  and  in  the  indenture  and  articles  of  agreement 
of  the  same  date,  therein  referred  to. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  this 
21st  day  of  September,  1836. 

ABRAHAM  COLBY,  [l.  s.J 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of — 
E.  T.  Hastings,  Jr. 
W.  A.  Wellman. 

Recorded  27th  February,  1837. 

JOHN  BURNETT,  Clerk. 

State  op  Georgia,  Glynn  County: 

Clerk* 8  Office^  Glynn  County. 

I,  Jacob  W.  Moore,  clerk  of  the  superior  court  in  the  county  and 
State  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a 
true  copy  from  record,  as  it  appears  in  book  H,  folios  443,  &c. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  oflScially,  and 
affixed  the  seal  of  court,  at  Brunswick,  this  10th  September,  A.  D. 
1857. 

J.  W.  MOORE,  Clerk. 

State  of  Georgia,  Glynn  County: 

The  honorable  the  court  of  ordinary  for  the  county  of  Glynn,   in  the 
State  aforesaid,  to  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Parland  and  Francis  M.  Scarlett: 

Whereas,  John  Parland,  late  of  the  county  and  State  aforesaid,  de- 
ceased, died  intestate,  having  whilst  he  lived,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  divers  goods,  chattels  and  credits,  within  the  county  and  State 
aforesaid,  by  means  whereof  the  full  disposition  and  power  of  grant- 
ing the  administration  of  all  and  singular,  the  goods,  chattels  and 
credits,  of  the  deceased ;  and  also,  auditing  the  accounts,  calculations, 
and  reckonings,  of  the  said  deceased,  may  be  well  and  truly  adminis- 
tered, converted,  and  disposed  of,  do  hereby  grant  unto  the  said  Mrs. 
Mary  Ann  Parland  and  Francis  M.  Scarlett,  full  power,  by  the  tenor 
of  these  presents,  to  administer  the  goods,  chattels,  and  credits,  of  the 
said  deceased,  which  to  him  in  his  lifetime  and  at  his  death  did  be- 
long; and  to  ask,  levy,  sue  for,  and  recover  the  same,  and  to  pay  the 
debts,  in  which  the  deceased  stood  obliged,  so  far  forth  as  his  goods, 
chattels,  and  credits,  will  extend,  according  to  their  rate  and  order  of 
law ;  being  first  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangely  of  Almighty  God,  to 
make  a  true  and  perfect  inventory  thereof,  and  \,o  ^i;\v^\\.  'vkva  ^axs^a 
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into  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  ordinary's  office,  aforesaid,  in  order  to 
be  recorded,  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  of  January  next,  ensuing, 
and  to  render  a  just  and  true  account,  calculation,  and  reckoning,  of 
the  said  administration,  which  thereunto  required.  And  we  ordain, 
depute,  and  constitute  you,  the  said  Mary  Ann  Parland  and  F.  M. 
Scarlett,  administratrix  and  administrator  of  all  and  singular  the 
goods,  chattels,  and  credits  of  the  said  deceased. 

Witness  the  Hon.  J.  Hamilton  Couper,  the  Yth  day  of  November, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1836,  and  m  the  61st  year  of  AmericaD 
independence. 

JOHN  BURNETT,  Clerk, 

Recorded  this  8th  day  of  June,  1857. 

STEPHEN  J.  GORTON, 

Ordinary  G.  C, 

Georgia,  Glynn  County: 

Ordinary's  Office,    • 

This  certifies  that  the  above  and  foregoing  instrument  of  writing, 
is  a  true  copy  of  the  letters  of  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Parland  and  Fraocis 
M.  Scarlett,  administratrix  and  administrator  of  the  estate  of  John 
Parland,  as  recorded  in  this  office  in  record  book  F. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  official  signature,  this  11th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, A.  D.  1857. 

'  STEPHEN  J.  GORTON, 

Ordinary  G.  C. 

State  op  Georgia,  Glynn  County: 

Whereas,   John  Parland,  deceased,  late  of  the  State  and  county 
aforesaid,  did,  in  his  lifetime,  to  wit,  on  the  19th  day  of  May,  1836, 
covenant  and  agree,  to  sell  and  convey  to  Abraham  Colby,  of  the  city 
of  Boston,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  all  that  tract  or  parcel  of 
land  called  Blythe  Island,  situate,  lying,  and  being,  in  the  waters  of 
Turtle  river,  and  opposite  to  the  town  of  Brunswick,  in  the  State  and 
county  aforesaid,  for  the  sum  of  $12,000,  one-third  of  which  sum  was 
agreed  to  be  paid  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1837,  and  $4,000  on  the 
Ist  day  of  January,  1838,  and  $4,000  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1839, 
with  legal  interest  thereon;  and  whereas,  the  said  Abraham  Colby  did, 
on  the  2l8t  day  of  September,  1836,  assign,  transfer,  sell  and  convey, 
bargain  and  grant,  to  C.  W.  Cartwright,  Simon  Greenleaf,  and  William 
Howard  Gardiner,  Esqrs.,  trustees  of  the  Brunswick  Land  Company,  all 
the  right,  title,  and  interest  at  law  and  in  equity,  in  and  to  all  and  sin- 
gular the  said  tractor  parcel  of  land,  called  Blythe  Island,  which  the 
said  John  Parland,  did  in  his  lifetime  covenant  and  agree  to  sell  and 
convey  to  the  said  Abraham  Colby,  for  the  sum  of  $12,000,  to  be  paid 
as  above  stated;  and  whereas,  the  said  John  Parland  has  departed  this 
life,  and  I,  the  undersigned,  Francis  M.  Scarlett,  am  duly  qualified, 
according  to  law,  as  the  acting  administrator  of  the  estate  of  the  said 
John  Parland,  deceased ;    know  all  men  by   these  presents,   that  I, 
Francis  M.  Scarlett,  of  the  State  and  county  aforesaid,  acting  admin- 
istrator as  afoxeBaVvi,  dLo\iaxOo^  ^QN^\i^\!L\.^^\<OT\i&e^and  agree,  to  and 
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with  the  said  Charles  W.  Cartwright,  Simon  Greenleaf  and  William 
Howard  Gardiner,  trustees  as  aforesaid,  that  I,  the  said  Scarlett,  will, 
so  soon  as  the  necessary  permission  can  be  obtained  from  the  court, 
cause  good  and  sufficient  titles  to  be  executed  of  and  to  the  said  tract 
or  parcel  of  land  called  Blythe  Island,  aforesaid,  unto  the  said  C.  W. 
Cartwright,  Simon  Greenleaf  and  William  Howard  Gardiner,  trustees 
as  aforesaid,  in  pursuance  of,  and  agreeable  with  the  terms  and  tenor 
of  the  aforesaid  agreement,  made  and  entered  into  between  the  said 
John  Parland  and  the  said  Abraham  Colby ;  they,  the  said  trustees, 
being  equally  bound  to  comply  therewith. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  this  31st 
day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1836. 

FRANCIS  M.  SCARLETT,  [l.  s.] 
Administrator  of  the  estate  of  John  Parland. 

Witness : 

Thos.  Butler  King. 

Isaac  Abrahams,  J,  I,  C.  W.  C, 

Recorded  27th  February,  1837. 

JOHN  BURNETT,  Clerk. 

State  op  Georgia,  Glynn  County: 

Clerk* 8  Office,  Glynn  County, 

I,  Jacob  W.  Moore,  clerk  of  the  superior  court  in  the  county  and 
State  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a 
true  copy  from  record,  as  it  appears  in  book  H,  folio  442,  &c. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  officially,  and 
affixed  the  seal  of  court,  at  Brunswick,  this  10th  day  of  September, 
A.  D.  1857. 

J.  W.  MOORE,  Clerk. 

Whereas,  the  late  John  Parland  did  on  the  19th  day  of  May,  1836, 
covenant  and  agree  to  sell  and  convey  to  Abraham  Colby  all  that  tract 
or  parcel  of  land  called  Blythe  Island,  for  the  sum  of  twelve  thousand 
dollars,  one  third  of  which  sum,  or  four  thousand  dollars,  was  agreed 
to  be  paid  on  the  Ist  day  of  January,  1837 ;  and  whereas,  the  said 
Abraham  Colby  did  on  the  21st  day  of  September,  1836,  assign,  trans- 
fer, sell  and  convey,  bargain  and  grant  to  C.  W.  Cartwright,  Simon 
Greenleaf,  and  William  Horward  Gardiner,  Esqrs.,  trustees  of  the 
Brunswick  Land  Company,  all  his  right,  title,  and  interest,  at  law  and 
in  equity,  in  and  to  the  said  tract  or  parcel  of  land  called  Blythe  Island ; 
now  I,  Francis  M.  Scarlett,  acting  administrator  of  the  estate  of  the 
late  John  Parland  deceased,  do  hereby  acknowledge  to  have  received 
from  the  said  C.  W.  Cartwright,  Simon  Greenleaf  and  William  Howard 
Gardiner,  Esqrs.,  trustees  as  aforesaid,  by  the  hand  of  Thomas  Butler 
King,  the  sum  of  four  thousand  dollars  in  specie,  it  being  the  full 
amount  of  the  first  payment  as  stipulated  to  be  paid  on  the  Ist  day  of 
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January,  1837,  in  the  articles  of  agreement  within  named  hetweentk 
late  John  Parland  and  Abraham  Colby. 

FRANCIS  W.  SCARLETT,  [l.  s.] 
Administrator  of  the  estate  of  John  Parland. 
Isaac  Abrahams,  J.  L  C.  W.  C. 
Thos.  Butler  Kino, 


Recorded  February  27,  1837, 


JOHN  BURNETT,  Cleri. 


State  of  Georgia,  Glynn  Couniy: 

Clerk's  Officey  Glynn  County. 

I,  Jacob  W.  Moore,  clerk  of  the  superior  court  in  the  county 
State  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a  trot 
copy  from  record,  as  it  appears  in  book  H,  folio  443. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  oflScially,  and 
affixed  the  seal  of  court,  at  Brunswick,  this  10th  day  of  Septemler. 
A.  D.  1857. 

J.  W.  MOORE,  CUri. 

Whereas,  John  Parland,  late  of  the  county  of  Glynn,  and  State  of 
Georgia,  in  his  lifetime  did,  on  the  19th  day  of  Slay,  1836,  sell,  and  agree 
to  convey  to  Abraham  Colby,  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, all  that  tract  or  parcel  of  land  called  Blythe  Island,  situated, 
lying,  and  being  in  the  waters  of  Turtle  river,  in  the  county  of  Glynn, 
and  State  of  Georgia,  for  the  sum  of  $12,000. 

And,  whereas,  the  said  Abraham  Colby  did,  on  the  21st  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1836,  transfer  the  said  agreement  unto  Charles  W.  CartwrigM 
and  William  Howard  Gardiner,  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and  Simon 
<jreenleaf,  of  the  town  of  Cambridge,  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Esqrs.,  as  trustees  of  the  Brunswick  Land  Company;  and, 
whereas,  an  order  or  decree  of  the  court  of  ordinary  of  Glynn  countr, 
aforesaid,  has  been  obtained  authorizing  the  undersigned,  Francis  fi. 
iScarlett  and  Mary  Ann  Parland,  administrators  of  the  estate  of  said 
John  Parland,  deceased,  to  carry  into  effect  the  contract  aforesaid,  and,  I 
in  compliance  with  the  terms  thereof,  to  convey  the  tract  or  parcel  of 
land  aforesaid  called  Blythe  Island  with  the  appurtenances.     Now. 
therefore — 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents:  That  we,  Francis  M.  Scarlett  and 
Mary  Ann  Parland,  administrators  of  the  estate  of  the  said  John 
Parland,  of  Glynn  county,  and  State  of  Georgia,  deceased,  in  con- 
sideration of  $12,000  paid  us  by  Charles  W.  Cartwright  and  Wil- 
liam Howard  Gardiner,  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and  Simon  Green- 
leaf,  of  the  town  of  Cambridge,  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts, Esqrs.,  as  trustees,  and  in  behalf  of  the  stockholders  in  the 
Brunswick  Land  Company,  the  receipt  whereof  we  do  hereby  acknowl- 
edge, do  hereby  give,  grant,  bargain,  sell,  and  convey,  to  the  said 
Charles  W.  Cartwright,  William  Howard  Gardiner,  and  Simon  Green- 
leaf,  in  their  capacity  of  trustees,  as  aforesaid,  all  that  tract  or  parcel 
of  land  called  Blythe  Island,  situate,  lying,  and  being  in  the  waters 
of  Turtle  river,  and  opposite  to  the  city  of  Brunswick,  in  said  county 
of  Glynn,  and  State  of  Georgia,  to  have  and  to  hold  the  above  granted 
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premises,  with  the  appurtenances  thereof,  to  them,  the  said  Cartwright, 
Grardiner,  and  Greenleaf,  and  the  survivor  of  them,  and  the^  heirs  of 
such  survivor,  and  to  their  assigns,  in  fee  simple,  forever  in  trust,  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Brunswick  Land  Company, 
according  to  the  terms  and  upon  the  conditions  contained  in  their 
articles  of  association,  dated  September  12,  A.  D.  1836,  to  which  re- 
ference is  to  be  had ;  and  we,  Francis  M.  Scarlett  and  Mary  Ann  Par- 
land,  do,  for  ourselves,  our  successors,  as  administrators  as  aforesaid, 
and  our  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  hereby  covenant,  with 
the  said  Cartwright,  Gardiner,  and  Greenleaf,  their  heirs,  assigns, 
and  successors  in  said  trust ;  that  we  are  lawfully  seized  as  adminis- 
trators as  aforesaid,  in  fee  simple  of  the  premises;  that  they  are  free 
from  all  incumbrances ;  that  we  have  good  right  to  convey  the  same 
as  aforesaid;  and  that  we,  our  heirs,  successors,  executors,  and  admin- 
istrators, shall,  and  will  warrant  and  defend  the  same  to  them,  the 
said  Cartwright,  Gardiner,^  and  Greenleaf,  and  their  heirs  and  assigns 
and  successors  forever,  against  the  lawful  claims  and  demands  of  all 
persons. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals,  this 
14th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1837. 

FRANCIS  M.  SCARLETT, 

Administrator. 
MARY  ANN  PARLAND, 

Administratrix. 

Francis  D.  Scarlett. 

Georgb  Ballsh,  J.  P. 

Clerk's  Office,  Glynn  County: 

Recorded  in  book  H,  folio  460,  this  18th  day  of  March,  1837. 

JOHN  BURNETT,  Clerk. 

State  of  Georgia,  Glynn  County : 

Clerk's  Office,  Glynn  County, 

I,  Jacob  W.  Moore,  clerk  of  the  superior  court  in  the  county  and 
State  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a 
true  copy  from  record,  as  it  appears  in  book  H,  folio  460,  &c. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  officially,  and 
affixed  the  seal  of  court,  at  Brunswick,  this  10th  September,  A.  D^ 

1857. 

J.  W.  MOORE,  Clerk. 

To  all  persons  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come:  Charles  W.  Cart- 
wright and  William  Howard  Gardiner,  both  of  Boston,  in  the  county 
of  Suffolk,  and  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  Esqrs.,  trustees  for 
the  joint  stock  company  and  association  called  the  Brunswick  Land 
Company,  send  greeting: 

Whereas,  Abraham  Colby  and  Amos  Davis,  by  their  deed  dated 
September  12,  1836,  recorded  with  Glynn  county  deeds,  in  the  State 
of  Georgia,  book  H,  pages  435  and  436,  conveyed  to  said  Cartwright, 
and  Gardiner,  and  to  Simon  Greenleaf,  of  Cain\iY\d^"ft,vci\>cv^  ^^^^Qlx^Xtj  <5{v 
Middlesex^  and  said  Commonwealth,  Esqrs.,  aa  \x\\^\,^^^fert  ^'i^^X^^^ 
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company,  certain  parcels  of  land  with  the  privileges  and  appurtenances 
thereto  belonging,  situated  in  and  adjoining  the  city  of  Brunswick,  in 
said  Glynn  county,  to  be  held  by  said  trustees  upon  the  trusts  recited 
in  said  deed  and  in  a  certain  trust  deed  or  indenture  of  two  parts, 
bearing  even  date  with  said  deed  of  said  Colby  and  Davis,  and  here- 
with to  be  recorded,  made  between  said  Colby  and  Davis  and  others, 
then  associates,  of  the  one  part,  and  «aid  Cartwright,  Greenleaf,  and 
Gardiner,  of  the  other  part,  as  upon  reference  to  said  deed  and  said 
indenture  will  fully  and  at  large  appear. 

And  whereas,  Francis  W.  Scarlett  and  Mary  Ann  Parland,  admin- 
istrators of  John  Parland,  by  deed  dated  March  14,  1837,  recorded 
with  Glynn  county  deeds,  book  H,  page  460,  conveyed  to  said  trustees 
a  certain  tract  of  land  called  Blythe  Island,  in  said  Glynn  county,  as 
by  reference  to  said  deed  will  appear. 

And  whereas,  Thomas  Butler  King,  of  said  Glynn  county,  by  deed 
dated  January  9,  1838,  recorded  with  Glynn  county  deeds,  book,  I  J, 
folios  1  and  2,  released  to  said  trustees  all  his  right,  title,  interest,  and 
estate,  in  and  to  the  tract  of  land  situated  in  said  Brunswick,  and  in 
said  deed  described,  as  in  and  by  said  deed,  reference  thereunto  being 
had,  will  more  fully  appear. 

And  whereas,  one  Celia  Lamb,  of  said  Brunswick,  by  deed  dated 
March  18,  1837,  released  and  quit-claimed  imto  Edward  Eldridge,  of 
said  Boston,  all  her  right,  title,  interest,  and  estate  in  and  to  certain 
lots  or  parcels  of  land  in  said  deed  described,  as  by  reference  to  said 
deed,  recorded  with  Glynn  county  deeds,  book  H,  folio  461,  will  more 
fully  appear  ;  and  said  Eldridge,  by  deed  dated  April  9, 1837,  conveyed 
all  his  right,  title,  interest,  and  estate,  in  the  said  lots  or  parcels  of 
land  to  said  trustees,  by  reference  to  said  deed,  recorded  with  Glynn 
county  deeds,  book  H,  folio  480,  will  more  fully  appear. 

And  whereas,  said  trustees  have,  since  the  date  of  said  deeds  res- 
pectively, made  sale  from  time  to  time  of  certain  portions  of  said  lands, 
and  have  leased  certain  other  portions,  and  have  held  and  managed 
the  residue  in  trust  for  said  land  company,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  said  deed  and  indenture. 

^  And  whereas,  said  Greenleaf  has,  since  the  date  of  said  deeds,  re- 
signed his  said  oflSce  as  trustee,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  article 
nineteenth  of  said  trust  indenture,  by  his  deed  bearing  date  Febru- 
ary 10,  1844,  and  herewith  to  be  recorded,  and  has  thereby  conveyed 
to  said  Cartwright  and  Gardiner,  all  his  right,  title,  interest  and 
estate  in  all  and  any  lands  in  Glynn  county,  in  the  State  of  Greor- 
gia,  lying  in  and  adjacent  to  the  town  of  Brunswick,  and  all  other 
lands  and  other  property  whatsoever,  which  said  Greenleaf  held  with 
them,  said  Cartwright  and  Gardiner,  as  trustees  of  said  land  com- 
pany, under  said  trust  deed,  as  in  and  by  said  deed  of  said  Greenleaf, 
reference  thereto  being  had,  will  appear. 

And  whereas,  by  force  of  said  deed,  and  resignation  of  said  Green- 
leaf, all  the  right,  title,  interest,  and  estate,  whatsoever,  in  and  to 
any  and  all  such  real  estate  aforesaid,  which  by  said  several  deeds 
herein  beforementioned,  or  otherwise,  had  been  conveyed  to,  and  had 
become  and  was  vft«^\,^di\xi«»^\^Cwt\.^T\^\vt,  Greenleaf]!  and  Gardiner, 
in  trust,  as  afoTesa\d,t\v^ie\\\)OTi^^%^^^wcA^'^\s!i^\^ 
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now  is  vested  in  said  Cartwright  and  Gardiner,  in  trust,  for  said  joint 
stock  company  and  association,  called  the  Brunswick  Land  Company. 

And  whereas  the  directors  and  stockholders  of  said  land  com- 
pany have  determined  to  sell  and  dispose  of  all  the  property  of  said 
company,  and  to  wind  up  its  affairs,  and  to  dissolve  the  said  associa- 
tion, and  Samuel  B.  Brooks  and  Amos  Davis^  both  of  the  city  and 
8tate  of  New  York,  Esqrs.,  have  offered  and  proposed  to  purchase  all 
the  unsold  real  estate  and  chattels,  now  held  By  said  trustees  as  afore- 
said for  the  said  land  company,  and  to  pay  therefor  the  sum  of  $18,000; 
and  the  directors  of  said  land  company,  thereunto  duly  authorized 
by  the  provisions  of  said  trust  indenture,  have  agreed  to  sell  the 
same  to  said  Brooks  and  Davis  for  the  said  sum,  and  by  a  vote,  a  copy 
whereof  is  hereto  annexed,  passed  in  conformity  to  the  provisions 
of  said  trust  indenture,  have  ordered  and  directed  said  trustees  to  sell 
and  convey  all  their  right,  title,  interest,  and  estate,  in  and  to  said 
real  estate  ^^and  chattels,'*  and  every  part  thereof  to  said  Brooks  and 
Davis,  for  the  said  sum. 

Now,  therefore,  know  ye,  that  the  said  Cartwright  and  Gardiner, 
trustees  as  aforesaid,  in  consideration  of  $18,000,  paid  by  said  Brooks 
and  Davis,  and  other  good  and  valuable  considerations,  the  receipt 
whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  do,  by  these  presents,  give,  grant, 
bargain,  sell,  and  convey,  without  any  warranty,  express  or  implied, 
unto  them,  the  said  Brooks  and  Davis,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  all  the 
right,  title,  interest,  and  estate  of  the  said  trustees  of  the  said  Bruns- 
wick Land  Company  in  and  to  the  following  described  parcels  ol 
land,  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say :  All  their  right,  title,  in- 
terest, and  estate  in  and  to  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land,  contain- 
ing 45  acres,  more  or  less,  and  thus  described  in  the  deed  of  said 
Colby  and  Davis,  aforesaid :  bounded  westward,  by  lands  of  the 
heirs  of  William  Piles,  Robert  Piles,  and  John  Parland ;  northwardly, 
by  the  town  of  Brunswick ;  northeastwardly,  by  lands  of  Gee  Du- 
pree ;  and  southeastwardly,  by  salt  marshes  ;  commencing  at  a  stake 
on  the  marsh,  and  running  N.  32°  W.,  36  chains  to  a  stake  on  the 
edge  of  the  town  of  Brunswick;  thence  N.  69°  E.  along  the  edge  of 
the  town,  9.50  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence  S.  21°  E.  6  chains,  to  a 
stake ;  thence,  N.  88A°  E.  12.70  chains,  to  a  large  live-oak  on  the 
edge  of  the  marsh ;  thence,  along  the  meandering  edge  of  the  said 
marsh,  to  the  place  of  beginning;  being  the  same  parcel  of  land  con- 
veyed to  said  Abraham  Colby  by  Gee  Dupree,  by  his  deed,  dated  Jan- 
uary 21,  in  the  year  1836,  and  recorded  with  Glynn  county  deeds, 
book  H,  folio  387,  January  30,  1836. 

Also,  all  their  right,  titles  interest,  and  estate  in  and  to  that  tract 
of  land  or  parcel  of  land  situate,  lying,  and  being  in  the  county  afore- 
said, bounded  southerly  by  lands  known  as  Moses  Castman's;  west, 
by  the  town  commons  of  Brunswick;  north,  by  lands  of  Urbannis 
Dart;  eastwardly  and  northeastwardly,  by  salt  marshes;  commencing 
at  a  live-oak  stake  and  running  S.  89°  E.  34.14  chains,  to  a  live-oak 
stake  on  the  edge  of  the  marsh;  thence  N.  12°  W.  6.90  chains,  to  a 
live-oak  stump ;  thence  N.  77°  W.  2.60  chains,  to  a  dead  live-oak  tree ; 
thence  N.  32°  W.  6.50  chains,  to  a  cedav  BtaV^-,  \\\^\^q.^  ^ ,  ^^"^  "^  ^ 
3.40  chains,  to  live-oak  stump,  thence  IS.  14P  ^  •  ^Q  Aft  O^^wv^A^  ^ 
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dead  live-oak  tree;  thence  N.  71°  W.  6.90  chains,  to  a  dead  live-oak 
tree ;  thence  N.  1.29°  E.  5.20  chains,  to  a  cedar  stake ;  tlience  N.  12°  E. 
7.09  chains,  to  a  cedar  stake;  thence  N.  89^°  W.  19.28  chains,  to  a 
stake;  thence  due  S.  33.05  chains,  to  the  place  of  beginning;  and  con- 
taining about  eighty  acres,  of  which  there  are  about  ten  acres  of  land 
in  the  southeastern  corner  which  was  originally  sold  by  George  Purvis 
to  McKinzie,  the  balance  being  the  southern  part  of  a  tract  consisting 
of  four  fifty-acre  lots  of  hammock  land,  originally  a  part  of  the  eastern 
commons  of  the  town  of  Brunswick,  which  were  sold  under  an  act  of 
the  general  assembly  of  the  State  aforesaid,  at  Brunswick,  on  the  2d 
day  of  October,  1797,  bid  oflFand  sold  to  Leighton  Wilson,  Esq.,  being 
the  same  parcel  of  land  conveyed  by  his  deed  or  indenture  dat^  Feb- 
ruary 1,  A.  D.  1836,  and  recorded  in  Glynn  county  deeds,  book  H, 
folio  408  and  409. 

Also,  all  their  right,  title,  interest,  and  estate  in  and  to  a  certain  other 
tract  of  land  thus  described  in  said  deed  of  said  Colby  and  Davis;  all 
that  tract  or  parcel  of  land  lying,  being,  and  situated  in  the  county  of 
Glynn  aforesaid,  known  as  the  Crispin  Islands,  containing  327  acres 
of  high  land  and  1,000  acres  of  marsh,  more  or  less,  being  the  same 

Earcel  of  land  conveyed  to  said  Davis  and  Colby  by  John  Burnett,  sr., 
y  his  deed  or  indenture  dated  December  17,  1835,  and  recorded  in 
Glynn  county  deeds,  book  H,  folio  382.  Also,  all  their  right,  title, 
interest,  and  estate  in  and  to  the  lands  thus  described  in  said  deed  of 
said  Colby  and  Davis,  viz:  ''all  those  fifty-seven  lots,  pieces,  or  parcels 
of  land^  containing  five  acres  each,  situate,  lying,  and  being  in  the 
county  of  Glynn  aforesaid,  being  part  of  the  town  commons  of  Brunt- 
vrick,  as  aforesaid,  that  is  to  say,  lots  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9, 10, 
11,  12,  13,  14,  15,  16,  17,  18,  19,  20,  21,  22,  23,  24,  25,  26,  27,  28, 
29,  30,  31,  32,  33,  34,  35,  36,  37,  38,  39,  40,  41,  42,  43,  44,  45,  46, 
47,  48,  49,  50,  51,  52,  53,  54,  55,  56,  57,  58,  59,  60,  with  all  the 
buildings  thereon,  and  all  the  right,  easement,  privileges,  and  ap- 
purtenances thereto  belonging;  being  the  same  several  parcels  of  land 
conveyed  to  said  Colby  and  Davis  by  James  Hamilton  Couper,  Henry 
Dubignon,  Charles  Grant,  Samuel  M.  Burnett,  Thomas  Bath  King, 
and  John  Parland,  of  the  county  of  Glynn,  and  State  of  Georgia,  com- 
missioners of  the  town  commons  of  Brunswick,  by  deed  dated  Septem- 
ber 2,  1836,  recorded  with  Glynn  county  deeds,  book  H,  folio  421, 
422,  and  423." 

Also,  all  their  right,  title,  interest,  and  estate  in  and  to  the  lands 
thus  described  in  said  deed  of  said  Davis  and  Colby,  viz :  ^Hhe  following 
described  lots  or  parcels  of  land  lying  in  the  north  half  of  the  town  of 
Brunswick,  in  the  county  and  State  aforesaid,  and  known  in  the  plan 
of  said  town  by  the  following  denominations  and  numbers,  viz:  water 
lots  numbered  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  and  14,  and  town  lots  Nos. 
56,  57,  58,  59,  60,  61,  63,  64,  65,  119,  134,  135,  136,  139,  140,  141, 
142,  143,  184,  185,  186,  187,  188,  189,  190,  191,  192,  238,  289,  290, 
291,  292,  293,  333,  345,  346,  347,  362,  363,  364,  365,  367,  368,  369, 
370,  371,  421,  462,  463,  464,  465,  466,  467,  468,  469,  470,  471,  512, 
513,  514,  517,  518,  519,  520,  294,  295,  296,  297,  and  298,''  being  the 
same  lots  conveyedL  V\\\v  o>i!tv^x  \o\»  V3  ^-wl^  Dart  to  said  Colby  and 
Davis,  by  deed  dal^d  "D^cfeic^iet  ^^^^'iJb^T^'^x^^  x^  ^^3\:^\5ks.  ^unty 
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deeds,  book  H,  folios  387  and  389,  upon  the  condition  as  to  the  con- 
struction of  a  canal,  which,  upon  reference  to  said  deed,  will  at  large 
appear ;  which  condition  was  by  indenture  between  said  Dart  and  said 
trustees,  dated  April  25,  1838,  modified,  and  the  term  for  the  comple- 
tion of  the  canal  extended  to  December  6,  1839,  as  by  reference  to  said 
indenture  will  at  large  appear,  and  into  which  above-described  lands 
said  Dart  afterwards,  on  the  24th  of  November,  1842,  entered  for 
breach  of  said  condition. 

Also,  all  their  right,  title,  interest,  and  estate  in  and  to  the  lands 
described  as  follows  in  said  deed  of  said  Colby  and  Davis,  viz:  **^the 
several  lots  and  parcels  of  land  lying  and  being  in  the  town  of  Bruns- 
wick aforesaid,  and  known  and  described  on  a  plan  of  said  town  by  the 
following  described  numbers,  namely:  water  lots  numbered  2,  3,  4,  5, 
16,  17,  18,  20,  and  town  lots  numbered  2,  3,  4,  5,  53,  55,  102,  115, 
116,  230,  231,  232,  233,  280,  281,  282,  283,  243,  244,  358,  359,  360, 
361,  508,  509,  510,  511,  247,  334,  348,  372,  373,  374,  375,  376,  422, 
423,  424,  425,  426,  472,  473,  474,  475,  476,  522,  523,  524,  525,  526," 
being  lots  conveyed  to  said  Colby  and  Davis  by  Urbannis  Dart  by  his 
deed  dated  July  18,  1836 ;  recorded  with  Glynn  county  deeds,  book  H, 
folios  412  and  413. 

Also,  all  their  right,  title,  interest,  and  estate  in  and  to  Blythe 
Island,  so  called,  in  said  Glynn  county,  and  thus  described  in  said 
deed  from  the  representatives  of  said  John  Parland,  viz:  *'all  that  tract 
or  parcel  of  land  called  Blythe  Island,  situate,  lying,  and  being  in  the 
waters  of  Turtle  river,  and  opposite  to  the  city  of  Brunswick,  in  said 
county  of  Glynn,  and  State  oi  Georgia." 

Also,  all  that  tract  or  parcel  of  land  called  Blythe  Island,  situate, 
lying,  and  being  in  the  waters  of  Turtle  river,  and  opposite  to  the  city 
of  Brunswick,  in  said  county  of  Glynn,  and  State  of  Georgia. 

Also,  all  their  right,  title,  interest,  and  estate  in  and  to  the 
premises  thus  described  in  said  deed  of  Celia  Lamb  to  said  Eldridge, 
under  and  by  virtue  of  said  deed  of  said  Lamb  to  said  Eldridge,  and 
of  said  Eldridge  to  said  trustees,  viz:  all  those  parcels  or  tracts  of 
land  situate,  lying,  and  being  in  the  town  or  city  of  Brunswick,  in 
said  county,  and  known  on  the  plan  and  by  the  survey  of  said  town  as 
water  lots,  numbered  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9, 10,  11,  12, 13, 14,  and  15, 
and  as  bay  and  town  lots,  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9, 10,  11, 12, 13, 14, 
15,  51,  52,  53,  54,  65,  56,  57,  58,  59,  60,  61,  62,  63,  64,  65,  whether  the 
same  are  included  in  any  of  the  beforementioned  parcels  or  not ;  and, 
also,  all  their  right,  title,  interest,  and  estate,  m  and  to  any  other 
parcels  of  land  in  said  Brunswick,  under  and  by  virtue  of  said  deeds. 

Also,  all  their  rights,  titles,  interest,  and  estate,  under  and  by  virtue 
of  said  deed  of  said  King,  in  and  to  the  land  thus  described  therein, 
whether  included  or  not  in  the  beforementioned  parcels  of  land,  viz: 
That  tract  or  parcel  of  land  containing  thirteen  acres,  more  or  less,  of 
salt  marsh,  bounded  by  lines  running  as  follows,  viz:  Beginning  at 
the  water's  edge,  and  running  on  the  line  dividing  the  old  and  new 
towns  of  Brunswick,  in  said  county,  N.  80°  E.  2  chains  50  links; 
thence  N.  5°  W.  5  chains;  thence  N.  10°  E.  5  chains  29  links;  thence 
N.  40°  E.  3  chains;  thence  N.  29°  W.  13  cYiama  ^^  \va)«LV,  ^^\j.^^^. 
9|°  E.  40 chaina  50  links,  to  the  beginning*,  ^\v\ii\i  ^ivSL\x^«i\.  w.>gw.- 
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eel  of  land  adjoins  the  said  town  of  Brunswick,  as  originally  laid  out, 
on  the  south,  and  the  Academy  creek  or  Oglethorpe  bay  on  the  west. 
Also,  all  the  right,  title,  interest,  and  estate  of  the  said  trustees, 
and  of  the  said  Brunswick  Land  Company,  in  and  to  all  and  singular 
the  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments  whatsoever,  lying  within  the 
State  of  Georgia,  heretofore  vested  in,  and  now  held  by  the  said  trua- 
tees  upon  the  trusts  aforesaid,  although  the  same  may  not  be  herein 
particularly  described  or  referred  to ;  excepting,  however,  all  lots  or 
parcels  of  land,  rights,  privileges,  easements,  and  appurtenances  what- 
soever, whether  included  in  any  of  the  foregoing  descriptions  or  not, 
which  have  heretofore  been  sold  and  conveyed  by  or  in  behalf  of  said 
Brunswick  Land  Company  and  its  trustees,  and  excepting  and  reserr- 
ing  also  the  right  of  lessees  and  other  occupants  of  said  lands,  tene- 
ments, or  hereditaments,  or  any  part  or  parcel  thereof  lawfiilly  derived 
from  the  said  trustees ;  and  it  being  understood  that  the  seventy-four 
lots,  conveyed  to  Colby  and  Davis  by  Dart's  deed,  dated  July  18, 1836, 
are  subject  to  the  limitation  of  damages  in  case  of  eviction  as  against 
said  Dart,  which  is  provided  for  in  said  indenture  between  said  Dart 
and  said  trustees,  herein  beforementioned  and  herewith  to  be  recorded. 
To  have  and  to  hold  the  same,  with  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  ap- 

Eurtenances  thereto  belonging,  to  the  said  Brooks  and  Davis,  their 
eirs,  and  assigns,  to  their  use  and  behoof  forever,  free  and  discharged, 
agreeably  to  article  twenty-six  of  said  indenture  of  trust  herein  before- 
mentioned,  from  all  the  trusts  thereby  created  free  of  all  obligations 
on  the  part  of  said  grantees,  their  heirs,  and  assigns,  to  see  to  the  ap- 
plication of  the  purchase  money  by  them  paid,  and  of  all  obligation  to 
inquire  whether  said  trustees,  in  making  this  sale  have  acted  conform- 
ably to  the  trust  in  them  reposed,  as  provided  by  said  article  twenty- 
six. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  Cartwright  and  Gardiner,  trustees 
as  aforesaid,  have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seals,  this  9th  day 
of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1851. 

W.  W.  GARDINER. 
C.  W.  CARTWRIGHT. 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered,  in  presence  of  us — *^  Moses  Eastman," 
west  by,  *' twenty-eight,"  **fifty,"  ''four  hundred  and  eighty-two,'' 
"on  the  south"  interlined;  ''out,"  "eighty,"  erased;  "manner" 
written  over  an  erasure  before  signing;  "any  of  and  chattels,"  twice 
interlined;  "to"  and  "&,"  twice  erased;  "and  every,"  written  over 
erasure  before  signing — 

C.  S.  Ripley. 

Benj.  H. 

State  of  Massachusetts,  County  of  Suffolk: 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  the  9th  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  1851,  the  within  named  Charles  W.  Cartwright  and  William 
H.  Gardiner,  who  have  signed  the  within  deed,  have  personally  ap- 
peared before  Benjamin  H.  ,  a  commissioner  in  and  for  said 
btate,  appointed  %  Wve  ^o^exwot  c>»^  n^cv^  ^\a^  csf  Georgia,  to  take  the 
acknowledgmeiit  axiSk.  "^xool   oi  ^^^^^^  \i.w^  K^c^ctKcsiRXiXse.  ^  ^^5xvtinff 
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under  seal,  to  be  used  and  recorded  in  the  said  State  of  Georgia,  and 
acknowledged  that  they  signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  the  within  as 
their  voluntary  act  and  deed,  for  the  uses  and  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned. 

Given  under  my  hand  seal,  the  day  and  year  aforesaid. 

BENJAMIN  H.  ,  Fl.  s.] 

Oe(yi^gia  Commtsaioner. 

Voted,  That  the  trustees  be  authorized  and  directed  to  sell  and  con- 
vey to  Samuel  B.  Brooks  and  Amos  Davis,  all  the  remaining  real 
estate,  and  all  the  chattels  lying  at  Brunswick,  in  the  State  of  Georr 
gia,  belonging  to  this  company,  for  the  sum  of  $18,000,  without  any 
warranty  of  title,  or  other  covenant,  or  obligation,  whatever,  on  the 
part  of  this,  concerning  the  same. 

I  hereby  certify,  the  above  to  be  a  true  and  exact  copy  from  the 
original  containing  the  vote,  as  read  to  the  directors  of  the  Brunswick 
Land  Company,  at  their  meeting  held  at  the  oflSce  of  Charles  Amory, 
Esq.,  on  Tuesday,  the  8th day  of  April,  1851. 

I  also  certify,  that  the  above  is  an  exact  copy  of  the  said  vote  as 
recorded  on  the  record  book  of  the  directors  of  the  Brunswick  Land 
Company. 

EDWARD  A.  DEXTER, 
Clerk  of  Brunswick  Land  Company, 

Recorded  this  12th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1852. 


Clerk  S.  C.  S.  C. 

State  op  Georgia,  Glyym  County: 

Clerk's  Office,  Glynn  County, 

I,  Jacob  W.  Moore,  clerk  of  the  superior  court  in  the  county  and 
State  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify,  that  the  above  and  foregoing,  is  a 
true  copy  from  record,  as  it  appears  in  book  L,  pages  55,  &c. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  officially,  and 
affixed  the  seal  of  court,  at  Brunswick,  this  10th  day  of  September, 
A.  D.  1857. 

J.  W.  MOORE,  Clerk. 

This  Indenture,  made  the  5th  day  of  February,  in  the  year  1853, 
between  Amos  Davis,  of  the  city,  county,  and  State  of  New  York, 
party  of  the  first  part,  and  William  Chauncey,  of  the  same  place, 
party  of  the  second  part,  witnesseth : 

That  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  for  and  in  consideration 
of  the  sum  of  one  dollar,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  to  him  in  hand  paid,  by  the  said  party  of  the  second 
part,  at  or  before  the  ensealing  and  delivery  of  these  presents,  the 
receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  hath  remised,  released,  and 
quit-claimed,  and  by  these  presents  doth  remise,  release,  and  quit-claim, 
unto  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns 
forever,  all  the  one  undivided  sixteenth  part  oi  a\\  \>[v^\,  ^^xV-iwiSj^^:^ 
called  Blftbe  Island,  situate,  lying,  and  Wmg,  \ia.  W\^  Nq^\.^x^  <^1^n«*v^^ 
river,  in  the  county  of  Glynn,  State  of  Georgia',  Wv^  ^a\dL\^^^^^^^'^'?> 
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the  same  conveyed  by  Francis  M.  Scarlett  and  Mary  Ann  Parland, 
administrators  of  John  Parland,  to  William  H.  Gardiner  and 
Charles  W.  Cartwright,  trustees,  &c.,  by  deed  dated  March  14, 1831, 
and  recorded  in  Glynn  county  deeds,  book  H,  page  460,  and  by  the 
said  Cartwriffht  and  Gardiner,  conveyed  to  Samuel  R.  Brooks  and  the 
party  of  the  nrst  part,  by  deed,  dated  April  9,  1851,  and  recorded  with 
Glynn  county  deeds,  book  L,  folios  55^  et  seq;  and  the  said  one  six 
teenth  hereby  conveyed,  being  one  undivided  eighth  of  all  the  right 
title,  and  interest,  of  the  party  of  the  first  part  in  said  island,  together 
with  all  and  singular,  the  tenements,  hereditaments,  and  appurte- 
nances thereunto  belonging,  or  in  anywise  appertaining,  and  the  re- 
version and  reversions,  remainder  and  remainders,  rents,  issues,  and 
profits,  thereof.  And  also,  all  the  estate,  right,  title,  and  interest, 
property,  possession,  claim  and  demand,  whatever,  as  well  in  law  as 
m  equity,  of  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  of,  in,  or  to  the  above-de- 
scribed premises,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  with  the  appurte- 
nances ;  to  have  and  to  hold,  all  and  singular,  the  above-mentioned 
and  described  premises^  together  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said 
party  of  the  second  part,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  hath  hereunto 
set  his  hand  and  seal,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

AMOS  DAVIS,  [l.  s.] 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of — 
J.  T.  Gleason, 
John  Bissell. 

State,  City,  and  County  of  Neav  York,  ss: 

I,  John  Bissell,  a  commissioner  for  the  State,  and  resident  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  appointed  by  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Greorgia, 
uiider  the  law,  and  commissioned  under  the  great  seal  of  that  State, 
duly  affirmed  and  qualified  to  take  testimony,  acknowledgments,  &c., 
&c.,  to  be  used  or  recorded  in  that  State,  do  by  this  instrument,  given 
under  my  hand  and  official  seal,  certify  that  on  the  7th  day  of  Febru- 
ary, 1853,  before  me  personally  appeared  Amos  Davis,  signer  and 
sealer  of  the  annexed  instrument,  and  acknowledged  the  same  to  be 
his  free  act  and  deed  for  the  uses  and  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

JOHN  BISSELL, 
Commissioner  far  Georgia. 

Recorded  this  10th  day  of  March^  1853. 

ALEXANDER  SCRANTON, 

Clerk  S.  C.  G.  C, 

State  of  Georgia,  Glynn  County: 

Clerk's  OfficCy  Glynn  County, 

I,  Jacob  W.  Moore,  clerk  of  the  superior  ccurt  in  the  county  and 
State  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a 
true  copy  from  record,  as  it  appears  in  book  L,  page  182. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  officially,  and 
affixed  the  seal  of  court,  at  Brunswick,  this  10th  day  of  September, 
A.  D.  1857. 

J.  W.  MOORE,  Chrk, 
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This  Indenture,  made  the  24th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  1853, 
between  Samuel  K.  Brooks,  of  the  city,  county,  and  State  of  New 
York,  of  the  first  part,  and  D.  Kandolph  Martin,  of  the  same  place, 
party  of  the  second  part,  witnesseth : 

That  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the 
sum  of  one  dollar,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to 
him  in  hand  paid  by  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  at  or  before  the 
ensealing  or  delivery  of  these  presents,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby 
acknowledged,  hath  granted,  bargained,  sold,  aliened,  remised,  re- 
leased, conveyed,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  doth  grant, 
bargain,  sell,  alien,  remise,  release,  and  confirm  unto  the  said  party 
of  the  second  part,  and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  all  the  undi- 
vided one-eighth  part  of  the  undivided  fifteen  thirty-second  parts  of 
Blythe  Island,  in  Glynn  county,  Georgia,  and  which  island  is  de- 
scribed in  a  certain  deed  from  Francis  M.  Scarlett  and  Mary  Ann  Par- 
land^  administrators  of  John  Parland,  to  Charles  W.  Cartwright  and 
William  H.  Gardiner,  trustees,  &c.,  dated  March  14,  1851,  and 
recorded  with  Glynn  county  deeds,  book  H,  page  460,  as  follows: 
"All  that  tract  or  parcel  of  land  called  Blythe  Island,  situate,  lying, 
and  being  in  the  waters  of  Turtle  river,  and  opposite  to  the  city  of 
Brunswick,  in  said  county  of  Glynn,  and  State  of  Georgia,"  and 
which  is  the  same  Blythe  Island  conveyed,  with  other  property,  by 
said  Charles  W.  Cartwright  and  William  H.  Gardiner,  to  Samuel  R. 
Brooks  and  Amos  Davis  by  deed  dated  April  9,  1851,  and  recorded 
with  Glynn  county  deeds  January  12,  1852,  book  L,  pages  55,  &c., 
together  with  all  and  singular  the  tenements,  hereditiaments,  and  ap- 
purtenances thereunto  belonging,  or  in  any  wise  appertaining,  and 
the  reversion  and  reversions,  remainder  and  remainders,  rents,  issues, 
and  profits  thereof;  and  also  all  the  estate,  right,  title,  and  interest, 
property,  possession,  claim,  and  demand  whatsoever^  as  well  in  law  as 
in  equity,  of  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  of,  in,  or  to  the  above-de- 
scribed premises,  and  every  part  or  parcel  thereof,  with  the  appurte- 
nances, to  have  and  to  hold  all  of  smgular  the  above-mentioned  and 
described  premises,  together  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said 
party  of  the  second  part,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever. 

And  the  said  Samuel  Brooks,  for  himself,  his  heirs,  executors,  and 
administrators,  doth  covenant,  promise,  and  agree  to  and  with  the 
said  party  of  the  second  part,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  that  he  hath  not 
made,  done,  committed,  executed,  or  suflered  any  act  or  acts,  thing  or 
things  whatsoever,  whereby  or  by  means  whereof  above-mentioned  and 
described  premises,  or  any  part  or  parcel  thereof,  now  are,  or  at  any 
time  hereafter  shall  or  may  be  impeached,  charged,  or  incumbered  in 
any  manner  or  way  whatever. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  party  of  tlie  first  part  hath  hereunto 
set  his  hand  and  seal,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

SAMUEL  R.  BROOKS,  [l.  s.] 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  presence  of — 
F.  W.  Churchill. 
John  Bissell. 
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State,  Cmr,  and  CJounty  of  New  York: 

I,  John  Bissell,  a  commissioner  for  the  State,  and  resident  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  appointed  by  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
under  the  laws,  and  commissioned  under  the  great  seal  of  that  State, 
duly  aflSrmed  and  qualified  to  take  testimony,  acknowledgments,  &c., 
to  be  used  or  recorded  in  that  State,  do,  by  this  instrument,  given  under 
my  hand  and  official  seal,  certify  that  on  the  24th  of  September,  1853, 
before  me  personally  appeared  Samuel  E.  Brooks,  signer  and  sealerof 
the  annexed  instrument,  and  acknowledged  the  same  to  be  his  fi^ee  act 
and  deed  for  the  uses  and  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

JOHN  BISSELL,  [l.  s.] 
Commissioner  for  Georgia. 

Recorded  this  17th  day  of  October,  1853. 

ALEXANDER  SCRANTON, 

Chrk,  S.  C.  G.  C. 

State  op  Georgia,  Glynn  County: 

Clerk's  Officej  Glynn  County. 

I,  Jacob  W.  Moore,  clerk  of  the  superior  court  in  the  county  and 
State  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a  trne 
copy  from  record,  as  it  appears  in  book  L,  folio  283. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  officially,  and 
affixed  the  seal  of  court,  at  Brunswick,  this  10th  day  of  Septemte, 

A.  D.  1857. 

J.  W.  MOORE,  Clerl. 

This  Indenture,  made  the  24th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  1853, 
between  Amos  Davis,  of  the  city,  county,  and  State  of  New  York, 
of  the  first  part,  and  Thomas  A.  Dexter,  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  of  the  second  part,  witnesseth: 

That  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum 
of  one  dollar,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  him  in 
hand  paid,  by  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  at  or  before  the  enseal- 
ing and  delivery  of  these  presents,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  ac- 
knowledged, hath  granted,  bargained,  sold,  aliened,  remised,  released, 
conveyed,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  doth  grant,  bargain, 
sell,  alien,  remise,  release,  convey,  and  confirm,  unto  the  said  party 
of  the  second  part,  and  to  his  assigns  forever,  all  of  one  undivided 
thirty-second  part  of  Blythe  Island,  so-called,  in  Glynn  county,  in  the 
State  of  Georgia,  which  island  is  described  in  a  certain  deed  from 
Francis  M.  Scarlett,  and  Mary  Ann  Parland,  administrators  of  John 
Parland,  to  Charles  W.  Cartwright,  and  William  H.  Gardiner,  trus- 
tees, &c.,  dated  March  14,  1851,  and  recorded  with  Glynn  county 
deeds,  book  H,  page  460,  as  follows,  namely:  ''All  that  tract  or  par- 
cel of  land  called  Blythe  Island,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  waters 
of  Turtle  river,  and  opposite  to  the  city  of  Brunswick,  in  said  county 
of  Glynn,  and  State  of  Georgia,"  and  which  is  the  same  Blythe  Island 
conveyed  with  other  property,  by  the  said  Charles  W.  Cartwright,  and 
William  H.  Gardiner,  to  Samuel  R.  Brooks,  and  Amos  Davis,  by  deed 


NAVAL  DEPOT   AT  BLYTHB  ISLAND.  79 

dated  April  9,  1851,  and  recorded  with  Glynn  county  deeds,  dated 
April  9,  1851,  and  recorded  with  Glynn  county  deeds,  January  12, 
1852,  in  book  L,  page  55,  &c.,  together  with  all,  and  singular  the  ten- 
ements, hereditaments,  and  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging  or  in 
anywise  appertaining,  and  the  reversion  and  reversions,  remainder 
and  remainders,  rents  and  issues  and  profits.  And  also,  all  the  es- 
tate, right,  title,  interest^  property,  possession,  claim,  and  demand 
whatsoever,  as  well  in  law  as  in  equity,  of  the  said  party  of  the  first 
part  of,  in,  or  to  the  above-described  premises,  and  every  part  or  parcel 
thereof  with  the  appurtenances,  to  have  and  to  hold  all  and  singular 
the  above-mentioned  and  described  premises,  together  with  the  appur- 
tenances, unto  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  his  heirs,  and  assigns, 
forever. 

And  the  said  Amos  Davis,  for  himself,  his  heirs,  executors,  and 
administrators,  doth  covenant,  promise,  and  agree  to  and  with  the 
said  party  of  the  second  part,  his  and  assigns  that  he  hath  not  made, 
done,  committed,  executed,  or  suflFered  any  act  or  acts,  thing  or  things, 
whatsoever,  whereby,  or  by  means  whereof  the  above-mentioned  and 
described  premises,  or  any  part  or  parcel  thereof,  now  are,  or  at  any 
time  hereafter  shall  or  may  be  impeached,  charged,  or  incumbered,  in 
any  manner  or  way  whatsoever. 

In  witness  whereof  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  hath  hereunto  set 
his  hand  and  seal,  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

AMOS  DAVIS,  [l.  s.] 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  presence  of— 
Samuel  C.  Thompson, 
Henky  W.  Cowlbs. 

State  op  New  York,  )     . 

City  and  County  of  New  Yorhy  \ 

By  this  public  instrument  be  it  known,  to  all  whom  it  may  concern, 
that  I,  Henry  W.  Cowles,  commissioner  in  and  for  the  State  of  New 
York,  duly  commissioned  by  his  excellency  the  governor  of  the  State 
of  Georgia  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  ^*  An  act  to  authorize  the  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners,  &c.,"  passed  December  22,  1829,  and 
therein  and  thereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  take  the  proof  and 
acknowledgment  of  any  deed,  mortgage,  conveyance  of  any  lands, 
tenements,  or  hereditaments,  lying  or  being  in  the  State  of  Georgia ; 
also,  of  any  contract,  power  of  attorney,  or  other  writing  under  seal, 
to  be  used  or  recorded  in  said  State,  with  free  power  and  authority  to 
administer  oaths,  affirmations,  &c.,  do  hereby  certify,  that  on  the  19th 
day  of  October,  1853,  before  me,  the  aforesaid  commissioner,  personally 
came  Amos  Davis,  to  me  personally  known,  the  party  grantor  in  the 
annexed  deed,  who  has  signed  the  annexed  deed,  and  he  did  acknowl- 
edge that  he  signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  the  same  as  his  voluntary 
act  of  deed,  for  the  uses  and  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  official  seal, 
the  day  and  year  above  written. 

HENKY  W.  COWLES,  [l.  s.] 
Commissioner  for  the  State  o/6eoT^\a. 
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Recorded  this  12tb  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1853. 

ALEXANDER  SCRANTON, 

Clerk  S.  C,  G.  C. 

State  op  Gboroia,  Glynn  County: 

Clerk's  OJice,  Glynn  County, 

I,  Jacob  W.  Moore,  clerk  of  the  superior  court  in  the  county  and 
State  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  i«  a 
true  copy  from  record,  as  it  appears  in  book  L,  folio  291. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  officially,  and 
aflSxed  the  seal  of  court,  at  Brunswick,  this  10th  day  of  September. 
A.  D.  1857. 

J.  W.  MOORE,  Clerk, 

This  Indenture,  made  the  24th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  1853, 
between  Amos  Davis,  of  the  city,  county,  and  State  of  New  York, 
of  the  first  part,  and  Edmund  Monroe,  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  of  the  second  part,  witnesseth: 

That  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the 
sum  of  one  dollar,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to 
him  in  hand  paid  by  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  at  or  before  the 
ensealing  and  delivery  of  these  presents,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby 
acknowledged,  has  granted,  bargained,  sold,  aliened,  remised,  released, 
conveyed,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  does  grant,  bargain, 
sell,  alien,  remise,  release,  convey,  and  confirm,  unto  the  said  party  of 
the  second  part,  and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  all  of  the  undi- 
vided one  eighth  part  of  one  undivided  half  part  of  Blytbe  Island,  w 
called,  in  Glynn  county,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  which  island  is  de- 
scribed in  a  certain  deed  from  Francis  M.  Scarlett  and  Mary  Ann 
Parland,  administratrix  of  John  Parland,  to  Charles  W.  Cartwright 
and  William  H.  Gardiner,  trustees,  &c.,  dated  March  14,  1851,  and 
recorded  with  Glynn  county  deeds,  book  H,  page  460,  as  follows, 
namely :  '  *  all  that  tract  or  parcel  of  land  called  Bly  the  Island,  situate, 
lying,  and  being  in  the  waters  of  Turtle  river,  and  opposite  to  the 
city  of  Brunswick,  in  said  county  of  Glynn,  and  State  of  Georgia," 
and  is  the  same  Blythe  Island  conveyed  with  other  property  by  the 
said  Charles  W.  Cartwright  and  William  H.  Gardiner  to  Samuel  R.   I 
Brooks  and  Amos  Davis  by  deed  dated  April  9,  1851,  and  recorded  I 
with  Glynn  county  deeds  dated  April  9,  1851,  and  recorded  with  I* 
Glynn  county  deeds  January  12,  1852,  in  book  L,  page  55,  &c..  I 
together  with  all  and  singular  the  tenements,  hereditaments,  and  ap-  I 
purtenances  thereto  belonging,  or  in  anywise  appertaining,  and  the  I 
reversion  and  reversions,  remainder  and  remainders,  rents,  issues,  and  j^ 
profits  thereof;  and,  also,  all  the  estate,  right,  title,  interest,  propertv 
possession,  claim,  and  demand,  whatsoever,  as  well  in  law  as  in  equitv. 
ot  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  of,  in,  or  to  the  above-described 
premises,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  with  the  appurtenances: 

RorfuTf  f  i^  ^""^^  *"  *^^  singular  the  above-mentioned  and  de- 
BcriDea,  together  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  party  of  the 
second  \>aTt.\\\AVcAvs.  o.tvA  .v5J c '     a  _  j  ..         . ,   f      -^  t^    • 


pait ,  \vi%  V^vt^  %.\i^  ^«v^m  'lot^^^x ,     k\\d  the  said  Amos  Davis, 


\ 
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ioT  himself,  his  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  doth  covenant, 
promise,  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  his 
and  assigns,  that  he  hath  not  made,  done,  committed,  executed, 
or  suffered  any  act  or  acts,  thing  or  things,  whatsoever,  whereby,  or 
\}j  means  whereof,  the  above-mentioned  and  described  premises,  or  any 
part  or  parcel  thereof,  now  are,  or  at  any  time  hereafter  shall  or  may 
be  impeached,  charged,  or  incumbered,  in  any  manner  or  way  what- 
soever. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  hath  hereunto  set 
his  hand  and  seal,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

AMOS  DAVIS,  [l.  s.] 
Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of— 
Samuel  C.  Thompson. 
Henry  W.  Cowles. 

State  op  New  York,  } 

City  and  County  of  New  Yorky  )     ' 

By  this  public  indenture,  be  it  known,  to  all  whom  it  may  concern, 
that  I,  Henry  W.  Cowles,  commissioner  in  and  for  the  State  of  New 
York,  duly  commissioned  by  his  excellency  the  governor  of  the  State 
of  Georgia,  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  *' An  act  to  authorize  the  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners,"  &c.,  passed  December  22,  1829,  and 
therein  and  thereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  take  the  proof  or 
acknowledgment  of  any  deed,  mortgage,  or  conveyance,  of  any  lands, 
tenements,  or  hereditaments,  lying  or  being  in  the  State  of  Georgia ; 
also,  of  any  contract,  power  of  attorney,  or  other  writing  under  seal, 
to  be  used  or  recorded  in  said  State,  with  free  power  and  authority  to 
administer  oaths,  affirmations,  &c.,  do  hereby  certify,  that  on  the 
19th  day  of  October,  1853,  before  me,  the  aforesaid  commissioner, 
personally  came  Amos  Davis,  to  me  personally  known,  the  grantor  in 
the  annexed  deed,  who  has  signed  tne  annexed  deed,  and  he  has  ac- 
knowledged that  he  signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  the  same,  as  his 
voluntary  act  and  deed,  for  the  use  and  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  official  seal, 
the  day  and  year  above  written. 

fsEAL  1  HENRY  H.  COWLES, 

L        'J  Commissioner  for  the  State  of  Georgia. 

Recorded  this  12th  day  of  November,  1853. 

ALEXANDER  SCRANTON, 

Clerk  S.  C.  G.  C. 

State  of  Georgia,  Glynn  County: 

Clerk's  Office^  Glynn  County, 

I,  Jacob  W.  Moore,  clerk  of  the  puperior  court  in  the  county  and 
State  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a  true 
cx)py  from  record,  as  it  appears  in  book  L,  folio  292. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  officially,  and 
affixed  the  seal  of  said  court,  at  Brunswick,  this  10th  day  of  Se^tem- 
l)er,  1857. 

Ex.  Doc,  56 6 
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This  Indenture,  made  this  24th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  1853> 
between  Samuel  R.  Brooks,  of  the  city,  county,  and  State  of  New 
York,  of  the  first  part,  and  Thomas  A.  Dexter,  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, State  of  Massachusetts,  party  of  the  second  part,  witnesseth: 

That  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the 
sum  of  one  dollar,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to 
him  in  hand  paid,  by  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  at  or  before 
the  ensealing  and  delivery  of  these  presents,  the  receipt  whereof  is 
hereby  acknowledged,  hath  granted,  bargained,  sold,  aliened,  re- 
mised, released,  conveyed,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  doth 
grant,  bargain,  sell,  alien,  remise,  release,  convey,  and  confirm,  unto 
the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever, 
all  the  undivided  one-eighth  part  of  the  undivided  fifteen  thirty- 
second  parts  of  Blythe  Island,  m  Glynn  county,  Georgia,  and  which 
island  is  described  in  a  certain  deed  from  Francis  M.  Scarlett  and  Mary 
Ann  Parland,  administrators  of  John  Parland,  to  Charles  W.  Cart- 
wright  and  William  H  Gardiner,  trustees,  &c.,  dated  March  14,  1851, 
and  recorded  with  Glynn  county  deeds,  book  H,  page  460,  as  follows: 
*^all  that  tract  or  parcel  of  land,  called  Blythe  Island,  situate,  lying, 
and  being  in  the  waters  of  Turtle  river,  and  opposite  to  the  city  of 
Brunswick,  in  said  county  of  Glynn,  and  State  of  Georgia,"  and  which 
is  the  same  Blythe  Island  conveyed  with  other  property,  by  said  Charles 
W.  Cartwright  and  William  H.  Gardiner,  to  Samuel  R.  Brooks  and 
Amos  Davis,  by  deed,  dated  April  9,  1851,  and  recorded  with  Glynn 
county  deeds,  January  12, 1852,  in  book  L,  page  55,  &c.,  together  with 
all  and  singular  the  tenements,  hereditaments,  and  appurtenances, 
thereunto  belonging,  or  in  anywise  appertaining,  and  the  reversion 
and  reversions,  remainder  and  remainders,  rents,  issues,  and  profits; 
and  also,  all  the  estate,  right,  right,  title,  interest,  property,  posses- 
sion, claim,  and  demand,  whatsoever,  as  well  in  law  as  in  equity,  of 
the  said  party  of  the  first,  and  in  or  to  the  above-described  premises, 
and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  with  the  appurtenances  ;  to  have 
and  to  hold  all  and  singular  the  above-mentioned  and  described 
premises,  together  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  party  of 
the  second  part,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever.  And  the  said  Sam- 
uel R.  Brooks,  for  himself,  his  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators, 
doth  covenant,  promise,  and  agree  to  and  with  the  party  of  the  second 
part,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  that  he  hath  not  made,  done,  committed, 
executed,  or  suflFered  act  or  acts,  thing  or  things,  whatsoever,  where- 
by, or  by  means  whereof,  the  above-mentioned  and  described  pre- 
mises, or  any  part  or  parcel  thereof,  now  are,  or  at  any  time  hereafter 
shall  or  may  be  impeached,  charged,  or  incumbered,  in  any  manner 
or  way  whatsoever. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  party  of  the  first  part,  hath  hereunto  set 
his  hand  and  seal,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

SAMUEL  R.  BROOKS,  [l.  s.] 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of — 
F.  H.  Churchill. 
John  Bissell. 
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State,  City,  and  County  op  New  York,  ss: 

I,  John  Bissell,  a  commissioner  for  the  State,  and  resident  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  appointed  by  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
under  the  laws,  and  commissioned  under  the  great  seal  of  that  State, 
duly  affirmed  and  qualified  to  take  testimony,  acknowledgments,  &c., 
&c. ,  to  be  used  or  recorded  in  that  State,  do,  by  this  instrument,  given 
tinder  my  hand  and  official  seal,  certify  that  on  the  24th  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 1853,  before  me  personally  appeared  Samuel  R.  Brooks,  signer 
and  sealer  of  the  annexed  instrument,  and  acknowledged  the  same  to 
be  his  free  act  and  deed,  for  the  uses  and  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

JOHN  BISSELL,  [l.  s.l 

Commissioner  for  (jeorgia. 

Recorded  this  12th  day  of  November,  1853. 

ALEXANDER  SCRANTON, 

Clerk  S,  C  G,  C. 

State  of  Georgia,  Glynn  County: 

Clerk's  Office^  Glynn  County, 

I,  Jacob  W.  Moore,  clerk  of  the  superior  court  in  the  county  and 
State  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a 
true  copy  from  record,  as  it  appears  in  book  L,  folio  295. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  officially,  and 
affixed  the  seal  of  court,  at  Brunswick,  this  10th  day  of  September, 
1857. 

J.  W.  MOORE,  Clerk. 

This  Indenture,  made  the  24th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  1853, 
between  Samuel  R.  Brooks,  of  the  city,  county,  and  State  of  New 
York,  and  Edward  Monroe,  of  the  city  of  Boston,  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, party  of  the  second  part,  witnesseth : 

That  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the 
sum  of  one  dollar,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to 
him  in  hand  paid  by  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  at  or  before  the 
ensealing  and  delivery  of  these  presents,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby 
acknowledged,  hath  granted,  bargained,  sold,  aliened,  remised,  re- 
leased, conveyed,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  doth  grant, 
bargain,  sell,  alien^  remise,  release,  convey,  and  confirm  unto  the  said 
party  of  the  second  part,  and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  all  the 
undivided  one-eighth  part  of  the  undivided  fifteen  thirty-second  parts 
of  Blythe  Island,  in  ulynn  county,  Georgia,  and  which  island  is  de- 
scribed in  a  certain  deed  from  Francis  M.  Scarlett  and  Mary  Ann  Par- 
land,  administrators  of  John  Parland,  to  Charles  W.  Cartwright  and 
William  H.  Gardiner,  trustees,  &c.,  dated  March  14,  1851,  recorded 
with  Glynn  county  deeds,  book  H,  page  460,  as  follows:  '*A11  that 
tract  or  parcel  of  land  called  Blythe  Island,  situate,  lying,  and  being 
in  the  waters  of  Turtle  river,  and  opposite  to  the  city  of  Brunswick, 
in  said  county  of  Glynn,  and  State  of  Georgia,"  and  which  is  the 
same  Blythe  Island  conveyed,  with  other  property,  by  said  Charles  W. 
Cartwright  and  William  H.  Gardiner,  to  Samuel  R.  Brooks,  and 
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Amo8  Davis,  by  deed  dated  April  9,  1861,  and  recorded  in  the  Glynn 
county  deeds  January  12,  1862,  in  book  ,  pages  55,  &c. ;  together 
with  all  and  singular  the  tenements  and  hereditaments  thereunto  be- 
longing, or  in  anywise  appertaining,  and  the  reversion  and  reversions, 
remainder  and  remainders,  rents,  issues,  and  profits  thereof;  and  also 
all  the  estate,  right,  title,  interest,  property,  possession,  claim,  and 
demand  whatsoever,  as  well  in  law  as  in  equity,  of  the  said  party  of 
the  first  part  of,  in,  and  to  the  above-described  premises,  and  every 
part  and  parcel  thereof,  with  the  appurtenances,  to  have  and  to  hold 
all  and  singular  the  above-mentioned  and  described  premises,  to- 
gether with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  party  of  the  second 
part,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever. 

And  the  said  Samuel  K.  Brooks,  for  himself,  his  heirs,  executors, 
and  administrators,  doth  covenant,  promise,  and  agree  to  and  with 
the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  that  he  ha^ 
not  made,  done,  committed,  executed,  or  suffered  any  act  or  acts, 
thing  or  things,  whatsoever,  whereby,  or  by  means  whereof,  the  aboTC- 
mentioned  and  described  premises,  or  any  part  or  parcel  thereof,  now 
are  or  at  any  time  hereafter  shall  or  may  be  impeached,  charged,  or 
incumbered  in  any  manner  or  way  whatever. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  hath  hereunto 
set  his  hand  and  seal,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

SAMUEL  R.  BROOKS,  [l.  s.] 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of — 
F.  H.  Churchill. 
John  Bissell. 

State,  City,  and  County  of  New  York,  ss: 

I,  John  Bissell,  a  commissioner  for  the  State,  and  resident  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  appointed  by  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  un- 
der the  law  and  commissioned  under  the  great  seal  of  that  State,  duly 
affirmed  and  qualified  to  take  testimony,  acknowledgments,  &c.,  &c., 
to  be  used  or  recorded  in  that  State,  do,  by  this  instrument,  given  under 
my  hand  and  official  seal,  certify  that  on  the  24th  day  of  September, 
1853,  before  me  personally  appeared  Samuel  R.  Brooks,  signer  and 
sealer  of  the  annexed  instrument,  and  acknowledged  the  same  to  lie 
his  free  act  and  deed,  for  the  uses  and  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

JOHN  BISSELL,  [l.  s.j 

Commissioner  for  Georgia. 

Recorded  this  12th  day  of  November,  1853. 

ALEXANDER  SCRANTON, 

Clerk,  S.  C.  G.  C. 

State  of  Georgia,  Glynn  County: 

Clerk's  Office,  Glynn  County, 

I,  Jacob  W.  Moore,  clerk  of  the  superior  court  in  the  county  and 
State  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a   1 
true  copy  i'rom  record,  as  it  appears  in  book  L,  folio  294. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  officially,  and 
affixed  the  seal  of  court,  at  Brunswick,  September  10,  1857. 

J.  W.  MOORE,  Clerk, 
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This  Indenture,  made  the  24th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  1853, 
between  Samuel  K.  Brooks,  of  the  city,  county,  and  State  of  New 
York,  Esq.,  of  the  first  part,  and  Thomas  A.  Dexter,  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  of  the  second  part, 
witnesseth : 

That  the  said  party  of  tlie  first  part,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the 
sum  of  one  dollar,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to 
him  in  hand  paid  by  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  at  or  before  the 
ensealing  and  delivery  of  these  presents,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby 
acknowledged,  hath  remised,  released,  and  quit-claimed,  and  by  these 
presents  doth  remise,  release,  and  quit-claim,  unto  the  said  party  of 
the  second  part,  and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  all  of  one  undi- 
vided thirtynsecond  part  of  Blythe  Island,  so-called,  in  Glynn  county, 
in  the  State  of  Georgia,  which  island  is  described  in  a  certain  deed 
from  Francis  M.  Scarlett  and  Mary  Ann  Parland,  administrators  of 
John  Parland  to  Charles  W.  Cartwright,  and  William  H.  Gardiner, 
trustees,  &c.,  dated  March  14,  1851,  and  recorded  with  Glynn  county 
deeds,  book  H,  page  460,  as  follows,  namely:  "  All  that  tract  or  par- 
cel of  land  called  Blythe  Island,  situate,  lying,  and  being  in  the  waters 
of  Turtle  river,  and  opposite  to  the  city  of  Brunswick,  in  said  county 
of  Glynn,  and  State  ol  Georgia,"  and  which  is  the  same  Blythe  Island 
conveyed  with  other  property  by  the  said  Charles  W.  Cartwright  and 
William  H.  Gardiner  to  Samuel  R.  Brooks  and  Amos  Davis  by  deed 
dated  April  9,  1851,  and  recorded  with  Glynn  county  deeds  January 
12,  1852,  in  book  L,  page  55,  &c.,  together  with  all  and  singular  the 
tenements,  hereditaments,  and  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging,  or 
in  anywise  appertaining,  and  the  reversion  and  reversions,  remainder 
and  remainders,  rents,  issues,  and  profits  thereof;  and,  also,  all  the 
estate,  right,  title,  interest,  property,  possession,  claim,  and  demand, 
whatever,  as  well  in  law  as  in  equity,  of  the  said  party  of  the  first 
part  of,  in,  or  to  the  above-described  premises,  and  every  part  and 
parcel  thereof,  with  the  appurtenances ;  to  have  and  to  hold  all  and 
singular  the  above-mentioned  and  described  premises,  together  with 
the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  his  heirs 
and  assigns  forever. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  has  hereunto  set 
his  hand  and  seal,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

SAMUEL  R.  BROOKS,    [l.  s.] 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of — the  words  ^^of  the  city  of,'' 
^^island/'  ^^and  recorded  with  Glynn  county  deeds,**  being  first  erased; 
also,  the  words  ^^ dated  April  9,  1851,"  being  first  erased — 

H.  J.  Clark. 

John  Blssell. 

State,  City,  and  County  of  New  York,  ss: 

I,  John  Bissell,  a  commissioner  for  the  State  and  resident  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  appointed  by  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
under  the  laws,  and  commissioned  under  the  g,Tea\,  ^e«X  oS.  >Jc^\»'^\»i^^^ 
duly  affirmed  and  qnalihed  to  take  testimony,  aeVxio^\^^^xckKVi^»^'»^^*'» 
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to  be  used  or  recorded  in  that  State,  do,  by  this  istrument,  given 
under  my  hand  and  official  seal,  certify  that  on  the  20th  day  of 
October,  1853,  before  me,  personally  appeared  Samuel  R.  Brooks, 
signer  and  sealer  of  the  annexed  instrument,  and  acknowledged  tlie 
same  to  be  his  free  act  and  deed,  for  the  uses  and  purposes  therem 
mentioned. 

JOHN  BISSELL, 

Commissioner  for  Georgia. 

Recorded  this  12th  day  of  November,  1853. 

ALEXANDER  SCARLETT, 

Clerk  S.  a  G.  C. 

State  of  Georgia,  Glynn  County: 

Clerk's  Office^  Glynn  County, 

I,  Jacob  W.  Moore,  clerk  of  the  superior  court  in  the  county  and 
State  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a  trae 
copy  from  record,  as  it  appears  in  book  L,  folio  296. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  officially,  and 
affixed  the  seal  of  court,  at  Brunswick,  this  10th  day  of  September, 
1867. 

J.  W.  MOORE,  Ckrh. 

This  Indenture,  made  the  29th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  1853, 
between  Samuel  R.  Brooks,  of  the  city,  county,  and  State  of  New 
York,  of  the  first  part,  and  Charles  Ulins,  of  the  same  place,  party 
of  the  second  part,  witnesseth : 

That  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the 
sum  of  one  dollar,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to 
me  in  hand  paid  by  said  party  of  the  second  part  at  or  before  the  en- 
sealing and  delivery  of  these  presents,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby 
acknowledged,  hath  granted,  bargained,  sold,  aliened,  remised,  re- 
leased, conveyed,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  doth  bargain, 
sell,  alien,  remise,  release,  convey,  and  confirm,  unto  the  said  party 
of  the  second  part,  and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever^  all  the  un- 
divided one-eighth  part  of  the  undivided  fifteen  thirty-second  parts  of 
Blythe  Island,  in  Glynn  county,  Georgia,  and  which  island  is  described 
in  a  certain  deed  from  Francis  M.  Scarlett  and  Mary  Ann  Parland, 
administrators  of  John  Parland,  to  Charles  W.  Cartwright  and 
William  H.  Gardiner,  trustees,  &c.,  dated  March  14,  1851,  and  re- 
corded with  Glynn  county  deeds,  book  H,  page  460,  as  follows:  "All 
that  tract  or  parcel  of  land  called  Blythe  Island,  situate,  lying,  and 
being  in  the  waters  of  Turtle  river,  and  opposite  to  the  city  of  Bnins- 
wick,  in  the  county  of  Glynn,  State  of  Georgia,"  and  which  is  the 
same  Blythe  Island  conveyed  with  other  property  by  said  Charles  W. 
Cartwright  and  William  H.  Gardiner  to  Samuel  R.  Brooks  and  Amos 
Davis,  by  deed  dated  April  9,  1851,  and  recorded  with  Glynn  county 
deeds  January  12,  1852,  in  book  L,  page  65,  &c.,  together  with  aU 
and  singular  the  tenements,  hereditaments,  and  appurtenances  there- 
into belonging,  or  in  anywise  appertaining,  and  the  reversion  and  re- 
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versions,  remainder  and  remainders,  rents,  issues,  and  profits  thereof; 
and,  also,  all  the  estate^  right,  title^  interest,,  property,  possession, 
claim,  and  demand,  whatever,  as  well  in  law  as  in  equity  of  the  said 
party  of  the  first  part,  of,  in,  or  to  the  above-described  premises,  and 
every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  with  the  appurtenances ;  to  have  and  to 
hold  all  and  singular  the  above-mentioned  and  described  premises, 
together  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  party  of  the  second 

5)art,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever.  And  the  said  Samuel  B.  Brooks, 
or  himself,  his  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  doth  covenant, 
Eromise,  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  his 
eirs,  and  assigns,  that  he  hath  not  made,  done,  committed,  executed, 
or  suffered  any  act  or  acts,  thing  or  things,  whatsoever,  whereby,  or 
by  means  whereof,  the  above-mentioned  and  described  premises^  or 
any  part  or  parcel  thereof,  now  are,  or  at  any  time  hereafter  shall  or 
may  be  impeached,  charged,  or  incumbered  in  any  manner  or  way 
whatsoever. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  hath  hereunto 
set  his  hand  and  seal,  the  day  and  year  first  written. 

SAMUEL  B.  BBOOKS.  [l.  s.] 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  presence  of — 
John  Bissell. 
Henry  G.  Whebler. 

State,  Cmr,  and  County  op  New  York,  as: 

I,  John  Bissell,  a  commissioner  for  the  State,  and  resident  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  appointed  by  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
under  the  law,  and  commissioned  under  the  great  seal  of  that  State, 
duly  affirmed  and  qualified  to  take  testimony,  acknowledgments,  &c., 
to  be  used  or  recorded  in  that  State,  do,  by  this  instrument,  given 
under  my  hand  and  official  seal,  certify  that  on  the  30th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1853,  before  me,  personally  appeared  Samuel  B.  Brooks, 
signer  and  sealer  of  the  annexed  instrument,  and  acknowledged  the 
same  to  be  his  free  act  and  deed,  for  the  uses  and  purposes  therein 
mentioned. 

JOHN  BISSELL,    [l.  s.] 

Commissioner  for  Georgia. 

Recorded  this  15th  day  of  December,  1853. 

ALEXANDER  SCEANTON, 

Clerk  S.  C.  G.  C. 

State  op  Georgia,  Glynn  County: 

Clerk's  Office,  Glynn  County, 

I,  Jacob  W.  Moore,  clerk  of  the  superior  court  in  the  county  and 
State  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a  true 
copy  from  record,  as  it  appears  in  book  L,  folios  305  and  306. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  officially,  and 

affixed  the  seal  of  court,  at  Brunswick,  this  10th  dav  of  September, 

A.  D.  1857. 

3.  ^.^QQ^S.,C\w\5,. 
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This  Indenture,  made  the  24th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  1853, 
between  Samuel  R.  Brooks,  of  the  city,  county,  and  State  of  New 
York,  of  the  first  part,  and  Charles  lUins,  of  the  same  place,  party 
of  the  second  part,  witnesseth: 

That  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the 
sum  of  one  dollar,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  him 
in  paid,  by  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  at  or  before  the  ensealing 
and  delivery  of  these  presents,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknow- 
ledged, hath  granted,  bargained,  sold,  aliened,  remised,  released,  con- 
veyed, and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  doth  grant,  bargain,  sell, 
alien,  remise,  release,  convey,  and  confirm,  unto  the  said  party  of  the 
second  part,  and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  all  the  undivided  one- 
eighth  part  of  the  undivided  fifteen  thirty-second  parts  of  Blythe  Island, 
in  Glvnn  county,  Georgia,  and  which  island  is  described  in  a  certain 
deed  irom  Francis  M.  Scarlett  and  Mary  Ann  Parland,  administra- 
tors of  John  Parland  to  Charles  W.  Cartwright  and  William  H. 
Gardiner,  trustees,  &c.,  dated  March  14,  1851,  and  recorded  with 
Glynn  county  deeds,  book  H,  page  460,  as  follows:  *'  All  that  tract  or 
parcel  of  land,  called  Blythe  Island,  situate,  lying,  and  being,  in  the 
waters  of  Turtle  river,  and  opposite  to  the  city  of  Brunswick,  in  said 
county  of  Glynq,  and  State  of  Georgia,"  and  which  is  the  same 
Blythe  Island,  conveyed  with  other  property,  by  said  Charles  W. 
Cartwright  and  William  H.  Gardiner,  to  Samuel  R.  Brooks  and  Amos 
Davis,  by  deed,  dated  April  9,  1851,  and  recorded  with  Glynn  county 
deeds,  January  12,  1852,  in  book  L,  page  55,  (fee;  together  with  all 
and  singular  the  tenements,  hereditaments,  and  appurtenances,  there- 
unto belonging,  or  in  anywise  appertaining,  and  the  reversion  and  re- 
versions, remainder  and  remainders,  rents,  issues,  and  profits  thereof; 
and  also,  all  the  estate,  right,  title,  interest,  property,  possession, 
claim  and  demand,  whatsoever,  as  well  in  law  as  m  equity,  of  the  said 
party  of  the  first  part,  of,  in,  or  to  the  above-described  premises,  and 
every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  with  the  appurtenances,  to  have  and  to 
hold  all  and  singular  the  above-mentioned  and  described  premises,  to- 
gether with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  party  of  the  second  part, 
his  heirs  and  assigns  forever.  And  the  said  Samuel  R.  Brooks,  for 
himself,  his  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  doth  covenant, 
promise,  and  agree,  to  and  with  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  his 
heirs  and  assigns^  that  he  hath  not  made,  done,  committed,  executed, 
or  suffered,  any  act  or  acts,  thing  or  things,  whatsoever,  whereby,  or  hy 
reason  whereof,  the  above-mentioned  and  described  premises,  or  any 
part  or  parcel  thereof,  now  are,  or  at  any  time  hereafter  shall  or  may 
De  impeached,  charged,  or  incumbered,  in  any  manner  or  way  what- 
soever. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  party  of  the  first  part_,  hath  hereunto 
set  his  hand  and  seal,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

SAMUEL  R.  BROOKS,  [u  s.] 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of — 
F.  H.  Churchill. 
John  Bissell. 
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State,  City  and  County  of  New  York,  88  : 

I,  John  Bissell,  a  commissioner  for  the  State,  and  resident  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  appointed  by  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
under  the  laws,  and  commissioned  under  the  great  seal  of  that  State, 
duly  affirmed  and  qualified,  to  take  ^testimony,  acknowledgments,  &c., 
&c. ,  to  be  used,  or  recorded  in  that  State ;  do,  by  this  instrument,  given 
under  my  hand  and  official  seal,  certify  that  on  the  24th  day  of  Sep- 
tember,. 1853,  before  me,  personally  appeared  Samuel  K.  Brooks, 
signer  and  sealer  of  the  annexed  instrument^  and  acknowledged  the 
same  to  be  his  free  act  and  deed,  for  the  uses  and  purposes  therein 
mentioned. 

rsEAL  1  *^^P^  BISSELL, 

^        *-'  Commissioner  for  Georgia. 

Recorded  this  15th  day  of  December,  1853. 

ALEXANDER  SCRANTON, 

Clerk  S.  C.  G.  C. 

State  of  Georgia,  Glynn  County: 

Clerk's  Office,  Glynn  County, 

I,  Jacob  W.  Moore,  clerk  of  the  superior  court  in  the  county  and 
State  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a 
true  copy  from  record,  as  it  appears  in  book  L,  folios  306  and  307. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  officially,  and 
affixed  the  seal  of  the  court,  at  Brunswick,  this  10th  September,  A.  D. 

1857. 

J.  W.  MOORE,  Clerk. 

This  Indenture,  made  the  27th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  1853, 
between  Samuel  R.  Brooks,  of  the  city,  county,  and  State  of  New 
York,  of  the  first  part,  and  Charles  Day  and  Thurston  R.  Bloom, 
both  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  parties  of  the  second  part,  witnesseth : 

That  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the 
sum  of  one  dollar,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to 
him  in  hand  paid  by  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  at  or  before 
the  ensealing  and  delivery  of  these  presents,  the  receipt  whereof  is 
hereby  acknowledged,  hath  granted,  bargained,  sold,  aliened,  re- 
mised, released,  conveyed,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  doth 
grant,  bargain,  sell,  alien,  remise,  release,  convey,  and  confirm  unto 
the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  and  to  their  heirs  and  assigns  for- 
ever, all  the  undivided  one-eighth  part  of  the  undivided  fifteen  thirty- 
second  parts  of  Blythe  Island,  in  Glynn  county,  Georgia,  and  which 
island  is  described  in  a  certain  deed  from  Francis  M.  Scarlett  and 
Mary  Ann  Parland,  administrators  of  John  Parland,  to  Charles  W. 
Cartwright  and  William  H.  Gardiner,  trustees,  &c.,  dated  March  14, 
1861,  and  recorded  with  Glynn  county  deeds,  book  H,  page  460,  as 
follows:  *^A11  that  tract  or  parcel  of  land  called  Blythe  Island, 
situate,  lying,  and  being  in  the  waters  of  Turtle  river,  and  opposite 
to  the  city  of  Brunswick,  in  said  county  of  Glynn,  and  State  of 
Georgia,*'  and  which  is  the  same  Blythe  Island  conveyed,  with  other 
property,  by  said  Charles  W.  Cartwright  and  William  H.  Gardiner, 
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to  Samuel  K.  Brooks  and  Amos  Davis,  by  deed  dated  April  9, 1851, 
and  recorded  with  Glynn  county  deeds  January  12,  1862,  in  bookL. 
pages  55,  &c.;  together  with  all  and  singular  the  tenements,  heredita- 
ments, and  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging,  or  in  anywise  apper- 
taining, and  the  reversion  and  reversions,  remainder  and  remainders, 
rents,  issues,  and  profits  thereof;  and  also  all  the  estate,  right,  title, 
interest,  property,  possession,  claim,  or  demand  whatsoever,  as  well 
in  law  as  in  equity,  of  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  of,  in,  or  to  the 
above-described  premises,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  with  the 
appurtenances,  to  have  and  to  hold,  all  and  singular,  the  above-meo- 
tioned  and  described  premises,  together  with  the  appurtenances,  unto 
the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever. 

And  the  said  Samuel  B.  Brooks,  for  himself,  his  heirs,  executorS; 
and  administrators,  doth  covenant,  promise,  and  agree  to  and  with 
the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  that  he 
hath  not  made,  done,  committed,  executed,  or  suffered  any  act  or  acts, 
thing  or  things,  whatsoever,  whereby,  or  by  means  whereof,  the  abore- 
mentioned  and  described  premises,  or  any  part  or  parcel  thereof,  now 
are,  or  at  any  time  herearber  shall  or  may  be  impeached,  charged,  or 
incumbered  in  any  manner  or  way  whatsoever. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  hath  hereunto 
set  his  hand  and  seal,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

SAMUEL  E.  BEOOKS,  [l.  s.] 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of — 
F.  H,  Churchill. 
John  Bissell. 

State,  City,  and  County  of  New  York,  ss: 

I,  John  Bissell,  a  commissioner  for  the  State,  and  resident  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  appointed  by  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
under  the  laws,  and  commissioned  under  the  great  seal  of  that  State, 
duly  affirmed  and  qualified  to  take  testimony,  acknowledgments,  &c.j 
&c.,  to  be  used  or  recorded  in  that  State,  do,  by  this  instrument,  giren 
under  my  hand  and  official  seal,  certify  that  on  the  27th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1853,  before  me  personally  appeared  Samuel  R.  Brooks, 
signer  and  sealer  of  the  annexed  instrument,  and  acknowledged  the 
same  to  be  his  free  act  and  deed,  for  the  uses  and  purposes  therein 
mentioned. 

JOHN  BISSELL,  [l.  s.l 

Commissioner  for  Oeorgia. 

Recorded  this  11th  day  of  January,  1854. 

ALEXANDER  SCRANTON, 

Clerk  S.  C.  0,  C. 

State  op  Georgia,  Glynn  County: 

Clerk's  Office^  Glynn  County, 

I,  Jacob  W.  Moore,  clerk  of  the  superior  court  in  the  county  and    I 
State  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a 
true  copy  from  record,  as  it  appears  in  book  L,  folio  314. 
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In  testimony  whereof,  I  beve  hereunto  set  my  hand  officially,  and 
affixed  the  seal  of  court,  at  Brunswick,  this  10th  September,  A.  D. 
1857. 

J.  W.  MOORE,  CUrh. 

State  op  Georgia,  Glynn  County: 

In  person,  appeared  before  the  undersigned,  John  S.  Martin,  a  jus- 
tice of  the  superior  court,  in  and  for  the  said  county,  Jacob  Moore, 
who  being  by  me  duly  sworn,  saith  that  he  is  about  seventy  years  of 
age,  and  has  resided  during  that  whole  time  in  said  Glynn  county ; 
that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  late  John  Parland,  and  knows 
Blythe  Island,  in  said  county,  to  have  been  purchased  by  said  Par- 
land  ;  (one-half  in  the  year  1815,  from  Satah  and  Thomas  Handly,  and 
the  remainder  from  the  commissioners  of  the  Franklin  County  Acade- 
my, in  the  year  1817  ;)  that  from  the  time  of  the  said  purchase  down 
to  the  time  of  his  decease,  which  took  place  in  the  year  1836  or  1837, 
said  Parland  occupied  and  cultivated  said  island  as  a  Sea-island  cotton 
plantation,  during  all  which  time,  being  a  period  of  about  20  years, 
said  island  remained  in  the  quiet  and  undisturbed  possession  of  said 
Parland. 

That  in  the  year  1837,  the  said  island  was  conveyed  by  Francis  M. 
Scarlett  and  Mary  Ann  Parland,  administrator  and  administratrix  of 
said  John  Parland,  to  the  trustees  of  the  Brunswick  Land  Company, 
who  had  quiet  and  peaceable  possession  of  said  island  as  such  trustees, 
until  the  year  1851,  when  it  was  purchased  from  them  by  Samuel  R. 
Brooks,  and  Amos  Davis,  and  that  said  Brooks  and  Davis,  or  those 
claiming  under  them,  have  had  peaceable  and  undisturbed  possession 
of  said  island  ever  since  it  was  so  purchased  by  Brooks  and  Davis. 

That  said  island  has  been  actually  occupied  and  cultivated  by  said 
Parland,  or  by  those  claiming  under  him,  and  by  said  Brooks  and 
Davis,  or  those  claiming  under  them,  for  a  period  of  forty  years  last 
past. 

JACOB  MOORE,  Sr. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  this  11th  September,  1857. 

JOHN  S.  MARTIN,  J.  S.  C.  O.  C. 


No.  48. 

Attorney  General's  Office, 

November  21,  1857. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commu- 
nication of  the  23d  ultimo,  submitting  to  my  consideration,  papers  in 
relation  to  the  title  to  about  1,100  acres  of  land  on  the  south  end  of 
Blythe  Island,  Georgia,  proposed  to  be  purchased  as  a  site  for  naval 
purposes. 

Since  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  other  papers  have  been  added,  and 
among  them,  a  deed  from  Amos  Davis  and  others,  by  William  W. 
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Corcoran  and  his  attorney  to  the  United  States  for  the  said  land,  wWcli 
has  been  duly  recorded. 

I  have  examined  these  papers,  and  hereby  certify  that  the  said  deed 
vests  in  the  United  States  valid  title  to  the  premises,  herein  described. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  S.  BLACK. 
Hon.  I.  ToucBY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


No.  49. 

Navy  Department,  November  23,  1857. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  an  act  of  the 
legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  ceding  to  the  United  States  juris- 
diction over  *^ certain  land  on  Blythe  Island,'*  and  respectfully  request 
to  be  advised  what,  in  your  opinion,  is  the  effect  of  the  exception  em- 
braced in  these  words,  concluding  the  first  section  of  the  act,  viz: 

*^And  to  cede  jurisdiction  and  control  over  the  same  except  in  all 
civil  and  criminal  matters  in  which  the  rights  of  the  citizens  or  the 
laws  of  Georgia  may  be  involved." 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  TOUCEY. 

Hon.  J.  S.  Black, 

Attorney  General, 


No.  50. 

AN  ACT  to  give  the  consent  of  the  State  of  Georgia  to  a  purchase  made  by  the  Uniwd 
States  of  America  of  certain  land  on  Blythe  Island,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  nary- 
yard  thereon,  and  to  cede  jurisdiction  over  the  same. 

Whereas,  the  United  States  of  America  having  purchased  eleven 
hundred  acres  of  land  on  the  southern  end  of  Blythe  Island,  on 
Turtle  river,  in  the  county  of  Glynn  and  State  of  Georgia,  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  a  navy-yard  thereon,  it  is  desired  that  the 
assent  of  the  State  of  Georgia  should  be  given  to  said  purchase,  and 
that  jurisdiction  over  the  same  should  be  ceded  to  the  said  United 
States  of  America: 

Section  1.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives  of  the  State  of  Georgia  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  it  is 
hereby  enacted  by  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  consent  of  the  State 
of  Georgia  is  hereby  given  to  said  purchase  of  the  land  above-de- 
scribed, and,  also,  to  any  purchase  that  may  be  hereafter  made  by  said 
United  States  of  America  of  any  other  part  or  parts  of  said  Blythe 
Island  for  government  purposes,  and  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State 
of  Georgia  over,  and  all  its  rights  in  and  to^  and  all  improvements 
now  placed,  or  that  may  be  hereafter  placed,  on  such  portion  of  said 
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island  as  said  United  States  of  America  have  already  purchased,  or 
may  hereafter  purchase,  a^  aforesaid,  is  hereby  ceded  to  said  United 
States  of  America,  to  have,  hold,  own,  and  occupy,  and  to  exercise 
jurisdiction  and  control  over  the  same,  except  in  all  civil  and  criminal 
matters  in  which  the  rights  of  the  citizens  or  the  laws  of  Georgia  may 
be  involved. 

Sbc.  2.  Be  it  enacted^  That  all  laws  or  parts  of  laws  militating 
against  this  act  be,  and  are  hereby,  repealed. 

JOHN  E.  WARD, 

President  of  the  Senate. 
JOHN  W.  H.  UNDERWOOD, 
leaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
Attest: 

"W.  B.  TURHUM, 

Secretary  of  the  Senate. 
Alexander  M.  Speer, 

Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

Approved  November  14,  1857. 

JOSEPH  E.  BROWN, 

Governor. 

Secretary  of  State's  Office, 
MiUedgeviUej  Georgia^  November  14, 1857. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  correct  copy  of  an  act  ^Ho 
give  the  consent  of  the  State  of  Georgia  to  a  purchase  made  by  the 
United  States  of  America  of  certain  land  on  Blythe  Island,  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  a  navy-yard  thereon,  and  to  cede  jurisdiction 
over  the  same,"  as  appears  from  the  enrolled  act  on  file  in  this  office. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  this  14th  November,  1857. 

E.  P.  WATKINS, 

Secretary  of  Staie. 


No.  51. 

Attorney  General's  Office, 

November  23,  1857. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commu- 
nication of  this  date,  transmitting  a  copy  of  an  act  of  the  legislature 
of  the  State  of  Georgia,  giving  its  consent  to  the  purchase  of  a  part 
of  Blythe  Island,  in  that  State,  for  naval  purposes,  and  you  ask  my 
opinion  as  to  the  effect  of  the  exception  contained  in  the  first  section. 

The  third  resolution  of  September  11,  1841,  (5  United  States  Laws, 
468,)  prohibits  the  expenditure  of  public  money  on  land  thereafter  to 
be  purchased  for  public  purposes,  until  the  Attorney  General  shall  have 
certified  the  title  to  be  valid,  '*  and  also,  the  consent  of  the  legislature 
of  the  State,  in  which  the  land  or  site  may  be  situated,  shall  be  given 
to  the  said  purchase.'* 
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This  does  not  require  the  cession  of  jurisdiction,  either  exclusive  or 
otherwise.  When  the  legislature  consents  to  the  purchase,  the  eighth 
section  of  the  Constitution  provides  for  exercising  exclusive  legislation, 
which  is  full  jurisdiction  **  over  all  places  purchased  by  the  consent  of 
the  legislature  of  the  State  in  which  the  same  shall  be,"  for  the  erection 
of  dock-yards,  &c. 

In  this  act  in  question,  the  ^'consent"  of  the  legislature  to  the  pur- 
chase is  complete,  and  having  been  given,  the  Constitution  carries 
with  it  the  authority  and  jurisdiction  required  by  the  resolutions  of 
1841.  This  bill  authorizes  the  expenditure  of  money  upon  the  pur- 
chase. 

The  Georgia  act  also  cedes  jurisdiction,  but  reserves  certain  privi- 
leges, which  are  understood  to  mean  the  right  to  serve  process.  This 
is,  substantially,  the  common  reservation  made  in  nearly  all  the  acts  of 
consent  or  cession  of  jurisdiction. 

The  late  Attorney  General,  fully  examined  cases  when  similar  ces- 
sions were  made,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  they  were  sufficient 
under  the  resolutions  in  question.  (See  vol.  7  Opinions,  p.  628.) 
I  see  no  reason  to  question  the  correctness  of  his  conclusions.  Upon 
both  grounds,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Georgia  act  is  sufficient  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  resolutions  of  Congress. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  S.  BLACK. 

Hon.  Isaac  Toucky, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


No.  62. 

House  op  REPRBSENXATivffi, 

January  28,  1858. 

Sik:  The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  having  had  referred  to  them 
a  bill,  introduced  by  myself  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  having 
for  its  object  the  appropriation  of  money  to  construct  a  *^  naval  depot*' 
authorized  by  the  act  of  the  last  Congress  upon  ''Blythe  Island,"  and 
the  same  having  been  referred  to  me  by  that  committee  as  one  of  its 
members,  and  being  desirous  of  obtaining  such  information  as  will 
enable  the  committee  to  act  understandingly,  will  you  do  me  the  favor 
to  state  when,  and  what  time,  the  work  contemplated  by  law  will  be 
commenced  ?  What  amount  of  money  will  be  required  beyond  the 
present  appropriation  to  complete  said  work  ? 

And  that  you  will  furnish  such  estimates  for  said  work  as  will  lead 
to  some  probable  conclusion  of  what  will  be  necessary  to  prosecute  the 
work  without  delay. 

I  am,  sir,  yours  respectfully, 

JAMES  L.  SEWARD. 

Hon.  Isaac  Toucey, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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No.  53. 

Navy  Department,  Febi-uary  8,  1858. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  28th  ultimo,  desiring  certain  information  connected  with  the  naval 
depot,  authorized  hy  an  act  of  the  last  Congress,  to  be  constructed 
upon  Blythe  Island,  Greorgia  ;  and  to  state  in  reply,  that  the  depart- 
ment has  ordered  W.  P.  S.  Sanger,  Esq.,  civil  engineer,  attached  to 
the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  to  proceed  to  Brunswick,  and  make 
the  necessary  surveys,  (fee,  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  plans,  speci- 
fications, and  estimates,  for  the  construction  of  the  naval  depot. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

I.  TOUCEY. 
Hon.  James  L.  Seward, 

Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 

House  of  Representatives. 


No.  54. 

Navy  Department,  February  8,  1858. 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  to  Brunswick,  Georgia,  and  make  the  neces- 
sary surveys,  levelings,  and  soundings,  for  the  purpose  of  preparing 
the  plans,  specifications,  and  estimates,  for  the  construction  of  a  naval 
depot  upon  Blythe  Island,  as  authorized  by  an  act  of  the  last  Con- 
gress. 

Such  assistance  as  you  may  require  in  making  the  surveys,  &c.,  you 
will  procure  at  Brunswick. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  TOUCEY. 
Wm.  p.  S.  Sanger,  Esq.,  Civil  Engineer, 

Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks. 


No.  55. 

House  of  Bepresentattves, 

February  11, 1858. 

Sir:  I  understand  that  the  department  has  determined  to  send  Wil- 
liam P.  Sanger,  Esq.,  to  Brunswick,  Georgia,  to  make  a  survey  of  the 
navy-yard  provided  for  under  the  act  of  the  last  Congress.  You  will 
^pardon  me  if  I  suggest  that  his  operations  would  be  greatly  facilitated 
«nd  expedited  if  he  could  have  some  suitable  person  to  accompany  him 
^o  give  him  assistance.  Common  laborers  could  be  procured  at  Bruns- 
^wrick,  but  beyond  this  it  is  doubtful  whether  such  help  as  might  be 
necessary  could  be  obtained.     If  other  appropriations  are  to  be  made 
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by  Congress  it  is  important  that  as  little  delay  as  possible  should  be 
had  in  receiving  necessary  estimates  dependant  upon  Mr.  Sanger's 

report. 

Very  respectfiillr, 

JAMES  L.  SEWARD. 

Hon.  I.  ToucKY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


No.  56. 

Bureau  op  Yards  and  Docks, 

March  23,  1858. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of 
the  8th  ultimo,  I  proceeded  to  Brunswick,  Georgia,  and  have  made 
the  necessary  surveys,  levelings,  and  soundings  as  directed,  and  here- 
with submit  a  plan  of  the  same. 

The  soundings  on  the  plan  show  the  depths  at  high  tide,  and  the 
water-lines  show  the  depths  at  low  tide,  estimating  the  range  at  nine 
feet.  The  red  figures  between  the  eighteen-feet  water-lines  show  the 
depth  of  water  at  low  tide,  and  the  red  figures  on  the  land  show  the 
elevations  above  high- water. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  S.  SANGER, 

Engineer, 
Hon,  Isaac  Toucey, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


No.  57, 
In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  May  6,  1858. 

Resolvedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  requested  to  inform 
the  Senate  what  measures  have  been  taken  by  the  department  to  ex- 
ecute the  act  of  the  28th  January,  1857,  '* authorizing  the  establish- 
ment of  a  naval  depot  on  Blythe  Island,  at  Brunswick,  Greorgia;" 
what  steps,  if  any,  the  department  proposes  to  adopt  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  said  work ;  and  at  what  time  it  is  intended  to  commence  and  go 
on  with  the  same ;  and  the  reasons  why  the  commencement  of  the 
necessary  works  has  not  been  made. 

Attest: 

ASBURY  DICKINS,  Secretary, 
By  W.  HICKEY,  Chief  Clerk. 
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No.  58. 

Navy  Dbpartmknt,  May  13,  1858. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  6th  instant 
requesting  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  inform  the  Senate  "what 
measures  nave  been  taken  by  the  department  to  execute  the  act  of  the 
28th  January,  1857,  'authorizing  the  establishment  of  a  naval  depot 
on  Blythe  Island,  at  Brunswick,  Georgia  ;'  what  steps,  if  any,  the  de- 
partment proposes  to  adopt  in  the  prosecution  of  said  work,  and  at 
what  time  it  is  intended  to  commence  and  go  on  with  the  same,  and 
the  reasons  why  the  commencement  of  the  necessary  works  has  not 
been  made,"  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that^  in  the  execution  of  the 
act  mentioned,  the  department,  under  instructions  from  the  President, 
on  the  19th  of  February,  1857,  directed  a  commission,  composed  of 
Captain  Mcintosh,  (Commander  Hartstene,  and  Lieutenant  Brooke,  of 
the  navy,  and  Civil  Engineer  Calvin  Brown,  to  proceed  to  Blythe 
Island  and  make  the  necessary  examination  and  report  a  suitable  site 
for  the  depot  authorized.  The  report  of  the  commission,  accompanied 
with  charts  and  sketches  of  the  island,  was  made  March  13,  1857.  A 
proposition  was  then  made  by  the  owners  for  the  sale  of  the  whole 
island,  and  in  June  an  executory  contract  for  the  purchase  by  the 
government  of  about  1,100  acres  was  entered  into.  The  legislature  of 
the  State  of  Georgia  having,  on  the  14th  of  November,  1857,  ceded 
jurisdiction  to  the  United  States  over  the  lands,  and  the  title  to  them 
declared  by  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  good  and  suffi- 
cient, the  purchase  was  concluded,  and  the  money  paid  November  24, 
1857. 

On  the  7th  of  February  last  the  department  ordered  Mr.  Sanger, 
the  civil  engineer  attached  to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  to  pro- 
ceed to  Blythe  Island  and  make  the  necessary  surveys  and  take  the 
levels  with  a  view  of  submitting  a  plan  for  the  naval  depot  and 
estimates  adequate  to  its  completion.  The  levels  have  been  taken  and 
the  surveys  made,  but  business  of  the  department  requiring  the  pre- 
sence of  Mr.  Sanger  at  Pensacola,  the  plans  have  not  been  matured. 

In  reply  to  the  inquiry  why  the  commencement  of  the  necessary 
works  has  not  been  made,  I  would  state  that  there  is  no  money  in  the 
treasury  which  can  be  applied  for  that  purpose  without  diverting  it 
from  other  indispensable  objects.  They  fall  within  the  class  of  puDlic 
works  authorized  by  Congress,  which,  not  having  been  commenced,  it 
is  not  deemed  expedient  or  proper  to  commence  during  the  present 
condition  of  the  treasury, 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  TOUCEY. 

Hon.  John  C.  Breckinridge, 

President  of  the  Senate, 

Ex.  Doc.  56 7 
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No.  59. 

StcUement  of  the  several  amounts  y  and  for  wTmt  objects  ^  expended  of  the 
fund  appropriated  by  Congress  for  the  purchase  of  a  sUe  on  Blythe 
Island  for  a  naval  depot,  dtc. 

Expenses  of  the  commission  of  officers  appointed  to  select 

a  site $85  37 

Traveling  expenses  of  the  Hon.  A.  Iverson,  who  visited 
the  island  to  make  certain  examinations  at  the  request 
of  the  department 45  00 

Traveling  expenses  of  Mr.  Sanger,  civil  engineer,  ordered 

to  Blythe  Island  to  take  soundings,  levels,  &c 161  60 

Expenses  incurred  by  Mr.  Sanger  in  the  performance  of 

the  above  duty 317  88 

Purchase  of  the  site  for  depot 130,000  00 

130,609  85 
.  Unexpended 69,390  15 

Appropriation 200,000  00 


36th  Conorbbs,  )  SENATE.  (  Ex.  Doc. 

1st  Session.    \  i    No.  57. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR, 


COMMUNICATED 


In  anstoer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  calling  for  copies  of  aU  bids  for^ 
and  of  contracts  entered  into  for^  fitting  up  the  saloons  of  the  east  and 
west  icings  of  the  Patent  Office  with  tnodet-cases  and  galleries. 


JuvB  15,  I860. — Read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

JuwB  20, 1860. — Motion  to  print  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing 

June  22,  1860. — Report  in  favor  of  printing  submitted,  considered,  and  agreed  to. 


Department  op  the  Interior, 

June  15,  1860. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  adopted 
Jane  8,  1860,  calling  for  ^^  copies  of  all  bids  for,  and  of  contracts 
entered  into  for,  fitting  up  the  saloons  of  the  east  and  west  wings  of 
the  Patent  Office  with  model-cases  and  galleries,  with  a  statement  of 
the  amount  of  appropriations  made  for  fitting  up  each  saloon,  and  the 
amount  paid  for  tne  same,  giving  copies  of  the  measurers'  bills  in  each 
case,  and  specifying  particularly  the  quantity  of  iron  castings  used 
and  the  price  paid  per  pound  therefor ;  also  the  quantity  of  other  iron 
work,  and  the  price  paid  per  pound  or  foot;  and,  also,  whether  any 
part  of  the  fitting  up  of  said  saloons  was  given  out  without  receiving 
bids  therefor,  and,  if  so,  what  portions  were  so  given  out,  by  whom 
and  to  whom  given  out,  and  what  amount  was  paid  for  the  service," 
I  directed  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  to  prepare  a  statement  of  the 
facts. 

This  report  was  made  yesterday,  and  I  have  now  the  honor  to 
transmit  a  copy  of  the  same,  with  the  accompanying  documents,  for 
the  information  of  the  Senate. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  THOMPSON, 

Secretary. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Breckinridge, 

President  of  the  Senate. 


i  1 
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United  States  Patent  Office, 

Washington,  June  14,  1860. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  statement,  with  the  accom- 
panying papers,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  8th 
instant : 

The  appropriation  made  by  Congress  for  ^'furnishing  Hhe  rooms  of 
the  new  (east)  wing  of  the  Patent  Office  building  with  furniture,  and 
providing  the  saloon  therein  with  cases  for  models' '  was  approved  on 
the  31st  of  May,  1854,  amounting  to  forty-five  thousand  dollars;  an 
additional  appropriation  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  was  made  3d  of 
March,  1855 ;  in  all  amounting  to  sixty  thousand  dollars ;  of  which 
the  sum  of  sixteen  thousand  dollars  was  used  to  reimburse  the  patent 
fund  what  had  previously  been  used  for  furnishing  the  rooms  of  that 
win^ ;  leaving  tne  sum  of  forty-four  thousand  dollars. 

The  copies  of  the  bills  paid  for  the  east  wing  show  an  excess  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents,  which  was 
charged  to  the  patent  fund. 

The  appropriation  for  the  ''west  wing"  was  made  3d  March,  1857, 
amounting  to  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  of  which  the  sum  of 
thirty-seven  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-one  dollars  and  twelve 
oent-s  only  has,  as  yet^  been  expended. 

No  special  "contracts"  were  entered  into  for  the  necessary  work 
and  furniture  in  either  the  east  or  west  wings,  whilst,  at  the  same 
time,  agreements  were  made  with  Janes,  Bebee  &  Co.  for  the  heayj 
expenditures  for  the  iron  work,  and  with  Henry  S.  Davis  for  the  chirf 
part  of  the  carpenters'  work,  in  both  saloons ;  copies  of  the  offers  made, 
and  the  agreements  entered  into  in  this  connection,  are  also  annexed. 

It  will  be  at  once  perceived,  by  reference  to  Janes,  Bebee  &  Co.'b 
bills,  that  most  of  the  iron  work  was  not  paid  for  by  the  foot  or  pound, 
the  agreement  having  been  for  a  stipulated  price  for  each  "case,"  ac- 
cording to  plans  and  drawings  furnished  to  them. 

For  that  portion,  however,  which  was  furnished  by  weight,  amount- 
ing to  48,186  pounds,  the  sum  of  six  cents  per  pound  was  paid,  and 
for  the  railing,  measuring  2,159  feet,  the  sum  of  |1  10  per  foot  was 
allowed ;  besiaes,  there  were  five  sets  of  iron  stairs,  for  which  the  sum 
of  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars  per  set  was  paid. 

In  the  same  manner  agreements  were  made  for  all  the  necessarj 
carpenters'  work,  as  per  plans  and  drawings  furnished,  to  be  paid  for 
at  certain  stipulated  reductions  from  the  measurers'  prices. 

That  portion  of  the  work  for  which  no  special  written  agreements 
were  made  was  ^iven  out  generally  by  the  superintendent  in  charge, 
in  conjunction  with  the  Commissioner  of  Patents. 

Accompanying  this  statement,  I  transmit  copies  of  all  bills  paid  for 
expenditures  in  both  the  east  and  west  wings,  together  with  copies  of 
offers  received,  and  agreements  entered  into  with  sundry  persons  in 
connection  therewith,  which,  it  is  believed,  will  furnish  a  satisfactorj 
reply  to  all  the  points  covered  by  the  Senate's  resolution. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PHILIP  F.  THOMAS, 

Commissioner, 

Hon,  Jacob  Thompson,  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
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PROPOSALS  AND  AGREEMENTS. 

Fropoaal  of  Bogardua  A  Hoppin,  for  iron  oases. 

New  York,  July  27,  1853. 

Dear  Sir  :  We  have  received  your  favor  of  the  26th  instant.  We 
have  examined  the  drawings  and  estimated  that  the  cases  will  cost — 
finished,  delivered,  and  put  up  at  the  building — two  hundred  and 
seventy-five  dollars  (|275)  each. 

We  are,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

B0GAR»U8  &  HOPPIN. 
Edward  Clark,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building,  Washington. 


Proposal  of  Janes  ^  Bebee  A  Co.  y  for  iron  cases  for  Patent  Office. 

New  York,  Jtdy  29,  1853. 

Sir:  Having  examined  the  drawings  submitted  to  us  by  Mr.  T.  U. 
Walter,  for  the  thirty-eight  cases  required  for  the  Patent  Office,  and 
estimated  their  cost,  we  respectfully  offer  to  execute  them  (exclusive 
of  the  sash^  in  the  best  and  most  workmanlike  manner,  and  put  them 
up  in  Washington,  complete,  including  every  expense,  for  |270  each 
caae. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

JANES,  BEBEE  &  CO., 

356  Broadway,  New  York. 
Hon.  Judge  Mason, 

Commissioner  of  Patents. 


Agreement  of  Janes,  Bebee  d  Co.,  for  iron  cases  for  saloon  east  wing 

Patent  Office,  October  10,  1853. 

Agreement  between  the  United  States  of  America,  of  the  first  part, 
by  Charles  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  acting  under  the  author- 
ity of,  and  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  said  United  States,  in  the  fitting 
up  of  the  eastern  wing  of  the  Patent  Office  Building,  and  Janes,  Bebee 
&  Co.,  iron  workers,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  of  the  second  part, 

Witnesseth :  that  the  party  of  the  first  part  bein^  about  to  fit  up 
the  aforesaid  eastern  wing  of  the  Patent  Office  building,  to  receive 
models  and  other  government  property  pertaining  to  the  Patent  Office, 
will  require  a  quantity  of  cases  for  the  long  room  in  the  third  story 
of  the  aforesaid  eastern  wing,  and,  in  consequence  thereof,  hereby 
enters  into  contract  with  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  for  executing, 
furnishing,  delivering,  and  putting  up  the  iron  work  of  the  same,  ac- 
cording to  the  stipulations  hereinarter  set  forth. 
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The  parties  of  the  second  part,  in  consideration  of  the  matters  here- 
inafter referred  to  and  set  out,  covenant  and  agree  to  and  with  the 
party  of  the  first  part,  to  execute,  furnish,  deliver,  and  put  up,  at  the 
'  proper  cost  of  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  in  the  third  story  of 

the  aforesaid  eastern  wing  of  the  Patent  Office  building,  all  the  iron 
work  of  thirty-eight  (38)  cases,  each  14  feet  long,  4  feet  wide,  and  8 
feet  7  inches  nish,  according  to  the  designs  of  the  superintendent  of 
the  Patent  Office  building,  dated  July  14,  1853,  and  signed  by  the 
contracting  parties ;  also,  two  (2)  cases  of  similar  design,  14  feet  long, 
'[  8  feet  wide,  and  8  feet  7  inches  high,  with  a  center  pilaster  on  each  of 

\  the  8  feet  faces,  in  addition  to  the  two  on  the  corners.     The  bases  of 

four  of  the  cases  to  Ite  pierced  between  the  plinths  for  the  admission  of 
heat  into  the  room  ;  the  hinges  to  be  neatly  fitted  on  the  pilasters,  and 
the  screw-holes  prepared  for  hanging  the  doors.  The  whole  of  the 
work  to  be  done  m  tne  best  manner  ;  all  the  joints  and  connections  to 
be  perfectly  fitted,  and  the  edges  made  square,  true,  and  straight;  and 
the  whole  of  the  forty  (40)  cckses  to  be  entirely  completed  in  every  part 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  party  of  the  first  part,  on  or  before  the  Ist 
day  of  February,  1854. 

The  party  of  the  first  part,  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  cove- 
nants, and  agrees  to  pay  to  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  on  the  com- 
pletion and  approval,  as  aforesaid,  of  the  beforementioned  forty  (40) 
cases,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  seventy  (2Y0)  dollars  for  each  case, 
that  is  to  say,  the  aggregate  sum  of  ten  thousand  eight  hundred 
(10,800)  dollars  for  the  whole  forty  (40)  cases,  when  finished,  includ- 
ing every  expense. 

Provided,  however,  that  in  case  the  party  of  the  first  part  shall  be 
of  opinion  that  this  contract  is  not  in  due  progress  of  execution,  or 
that  the  parties  of  the  second  part  are  irregular  or  negligent  in  the 
performance  thereof;  in  such  case,  he  shall  be  authorized  to  declare  the 
same  forfeited,  and  it  shall  thereupon  become  null,  as  far  as  it  regards 
the  party  of  the  first  part ;  and  the  parties  of  the  second  part  shall  have 
no  appeal  from  the  opinion  and  decision  aforesaid ;  and  they  hereby 
release  all  right  to  except  to  or  question  the  same  in  any  place  or 
under  any  circumstances  whatever;  but  they  shall  still  remain  liable 
to  the  party  of  first  part  for  any  damages  that  may  have  been  occa- 
sioned to  him  by  the  said  irregularity  or  negligence. 

And  it  is  further  stipulated  and  agreed  that  no  member  of  Congress 
shall  be  admitted  to  any  share  or  part  of  this  contract  or  agreement,  or 
to  any  benefit  to  arise  therefrom  ;  and  this  contract  shall  be,  in  all  its 
parts,  subject  to  the  terms  and  requisitions  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed 
on  the  twenty-first  day  of  April,  m  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eight,  entitled  ^'An  act  concerning  public  con- 
tracts." 

And  for  the  true  and  faithful  performance  of  all  and  singular  the 

covenant  articles  and  agreements,  hereinbefore  particularly  set  forth, 

the  subscribers  hereunto  bind  themselves,  jointly  and  severally,  their 

and  each  of  their  successors,  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators. 

Thus  covenanted  and  agreed  by  us,  the  parties  aforesaid,  this  tenth 
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day  of  October,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three, 

as  witness  their  seals. 

JANES,  BEBEE  &  CO.      [seal.] 
CHA8.  MASON.  [seal.] 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of — 
Erastus  Goodwin. 


H.  S.  Davis'apropoaals/or  carpenters*  tvork  in  saloon, 

WASHiNaTON,  February  3,  1854. 

Sir  :  The  undersigned  proposes,  and  will  contract,  to  do  the  carpen- 
ters' work  for  the  lar^e  room  in  the  Patent  Office,  as  per  plans,  on  the 
following  terms,  to  wit :  The  framing,  ceiling,  and  flooring  to  be  done 
at  fifteen  per  cent,  off  of  measurement ;  the  cases,  including  the  sash, 
at  twenty-five  per  cent,  off  of  measurement ;  but  if  the  sash  is  not  in- 
cluded, the  case  to  be  done  at  twenty  per  cent,  off  of  measurement. 

And  should  the  office  contract  with  me  for  the  speedy  and  faithful 
fulfillment  of  the  obligations,  I  will  give  as  good  security  as  this  city 
affords,  to  any  reasonable  amount. 

Very  respectfully,  ifec, 

H.  S.  DAVIS. 
Hon.  Judge  Mason, 

Commissioner  of  Patents, 


Contract  with  H.  S.  Davis  /or  carpenters*  work,     1854. 

Agreement  between  Henry  S.  Davis,  carpenter,  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, of  the  first  part,  and  Charles  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents, 
acting  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  of  the  second  part,  in 
furnishing  the  saloon  of  the  east  wing  of  the  Patent  Office  building, 
witnesseth : 

That  the  party  of  the  first  part,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  mat- 
ters hereinafter  referred  to  and  set  out,  covenants  and  agrees,  to  and 
with  the  party  of  the  second  part,  to  execute,  furnish,  and  put  up  all 
the  carpenters'  work  requirea  for  the  wooden  cases,  and  the  sash  for 
the  iron  cases,  in  the  saloon  of  the  east  wing  of  the  Patent  Office  build- 
ing, in  the  best  manner,  according  to  the  plans  of  the  superintendent, 
under  his  direction,  and  subject  to  his  approval. 

The  party  of  the  second  part,  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  cov- 
enants and  agrees  to  pay  to  the  party  of  the  first  part,  for  the  afore- 
mentioned carpenters'  work,  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  dis- 
count off  of  the  regular  measurement  prices. 

And  it  is  farther  agreed  to  by  the  parties,  that  payment  may  be 
made  by  the  party  of  the  second  part  for  any  poitioii  o^  iVv^^ortV^ASN. 
progresses^  on  the  certificate  of  the  Bupenii\.eiidL^\iV^«bT^^^x\^^C\^^  ^"^ 


.1 
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twenty  per  cent,  being  made  until  the  work  is  satisfactorily  completed. 
And  it  18  hereby  expressly  understood  and  agreed  to  by  the  parties, 
that  the  whole  of  this  contract  shall  be  completed  on  or  before  the  1st 
day  of  June  next. 

Thus  covenanted  and  agreed  to  by  us,  the  parties  aforesaid,  in  the 
city  of  Washington,  this  13th  day  of  February,  1854,  as  witness  our 
hands  and  seals. 


H.  S.  DAVIS. 
CHAS.  MASON 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of — 

Edward  Clark. 


[l.  8.1 
.  [l.  S.J 


CofUract  between  H.  S.  Davis  and  Commissioner  Mason  for  fitting  ly 

cases  in  east  saloon  of  Patent  Office. 

Agreement  between  Henry  S.  Davis,  carpenter,  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, of  the  first  part,  and  Charles  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents, 
acting  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  of  the  second  part,  in 
furnishing  the  saloon  of  the  east  wing  of  the  Patent  Office  building, 
witnesseth: 

That  the  party  of  the  first  part,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  mat- 
ters hereinafter  referred  to  and  set  out,  covenants  and  agrees,  to  and 
with  the  party  of  the  second  part,  to  execute,  furnish,  and  put  up  all 
the  carpenters'  work  required  for  the  wooden  cases  in  the  saloon  of  the 
east  wing  of  the  Patent  Office  building  in  the  best  manner,  according 
to  the  plans  of  the  superintendent^  under  his  direction,  and  subject  to 
his  approval. 

The  party  of  the  second  part,  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  cov- 
enants and  agrees  to  pay  to  the  party  of  the  first  part,  for  the  afore- 
mentioned carpenters'  work,  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  dis- 
count ofT  of  the  regular  measurement  prices. 

And  it  is  further  agreed  to  by  the  parties,  that  payment  may  he 
made  by  the  party  of  the  second  part  for  any  portion  of  the  work  as  it 
progresses,  on  the  certificate  of  the  superintendent,  a  reservation  of 
twenty  per  cent,  being  made  until  the  work  is  satisfactorily  completed. 
And  it  18  hereby  expressly  understood  and  agreed  to  by  the  parties, 
that  the  whole  of  this  contract  shall  be  completed  on  or  before  the  1st 
day  of  June  next. 

Thus  covenanted  and  agreed  to  by  us,  the  parties  aforesaid,  in  the 
city  of  Washington^  this  13th  day  of  February,  1854,  as  witness  our 
hands  and  seals. 

HENRY  8.  DAVIS,    [l.  s.] 
CHAS.  MASON.  [l.  s.] 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of — 

Edward  Clark. 
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«/.  W.  Barker* 8  proposal  for  carpenters'  work  at  saloon. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  6, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  will  agree  to  do  the  work  of  the  flooring  and  cleating  at  twelve 
per  cent,  from  the  measurement  price;  or  I  will  do  the  work  for 
$3,600,  or  work  and  materials  for  |5,300. 

The  work  on  the  cases  I  will  do  at  twenty  per  cent,  from  measure- 
ment, or  the  whole  to  he  done  at  seventeen  per  cent,  less  than  meas- 
urement, or  a  portion  of  each  at  the  same  rate,  (seventeen  per  cent,  off.) 

lOurs,  &c., 

JAMES  W.  BARKER. 

Hon.  COMMISSIONBR  OF  PATENTS. 


'J?.  J.  Falconer* s  proposal  for  carpenters*  work  in  saloon, 

Washington,  February  7,  1854. 

Sir:  I  have  examined  the  drawings  of  the  work  that  you  wished  me 
to  estimate  for,  and  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  fifteen  per  cent, 
off  of  measurement  will  he  a  fair  deduction  of  the  same,  and  I  will 
agree  to  make  the  cases  for  twenty  per  cent,  off  of  measurement.  It  is 
understood  that  all  the  material  is  to  be  furnished  by  the  government. 

R.  J.  FALCONER. 
Mr.  Mason, 

Commissioner  of  Patents. 


Contract  of  R,  J,  Falconer  j  for  carpenters*  work  in  saloon  of  east  wing^ 

Patent  Office.  1854. 

Agreement  between  Ralph  J.  Falconer,  carpenter,  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  of  the  first  part,  and  Charles  Mason,  Commissioner  of 
Patents,  acting  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  of  the  second 
part,  in  furnishing  the  saloon  of  the  east  wing  of  the  Patent  Office 
building,  witnesseth: 

That  the  party  of  the  first  part,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  mat- 
ters hereinafter  referred  to  and  set  out,  covenants  and  agrees,  to  and 
with  the  party  of  the  second  part,  to  furnish,  execute,  and  put  up 
all  the  carpenters'  work  required  in  the  construction  of  the  floor  and 
ceiling  for  the  cases  in  the  saloon  of  the  east  wing  of  the  Patent  Office 
building,  in  the  best  manner,  according  to  the  plans  of  the  superin- 
tendent, under  his  direction  and  subject  to  his  approval. 

The  party  of  the  second  part,  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  cove- 
nants and  agrees  to  pay  to  the  party  of  the  first  part,  for  the  afore- 
mentioned carpenters'  work,  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  per  cent,  discount, 
off  of  the  regular  measurement  prices. 

And  it  is  further  agreed  to  by  the  parties,  that  payment  may  be 
made  by  the  party  of  the  second  part  for  any  ipoTtlow  ot  l\vfc^^\V  ^^. 
it  progresses,  on  the  certificate  of  the  superixileTidL^TiV^  ^t^'^^'c^^^^'^^'^ 


^i 
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twenty  per  cent,  being  made  until  the  work  is  satisfactorily  completed. 

And  it  is  hereby  expressly  understood  and  agreed  to  by  the  parties, 
that  the  whole  of  this  contract  shall  be  completed  on  or  before  the  let 
day  of  Jime  next. 

Thus  covenanted  and  agreed  to  by  us,  the  parties  aforesaid,  in  the 
city  of  Washington,  this  13th  day  of  February,  1854.  As  witncM 
our  hands  and  seals. 


R.  J.  FALCONEB. 
CHAS.  MASON. 


Tl.  s.' 

[l.  8.; 


Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of — 
Edward  Clark. 


Contract  with  Jonathan  T.  Walker  for  lumber  ^  saloon  of  east  wing, 

Patent  Office. 

Agreement  between  Jonathan  T.  Walker,  lumber  merchant,  of  the 
city  of  Washington,  of  the  first  part,  and  Charles  Mason,  Commis- 
sioner of  Patents,  acting  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  of 
the  second  part,  in  furnishing  the  saloon  of  the  east  wing  of  the  Patent 
Office  building,  witnesseth : 

That  the  party  of  the  first  part,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  mat- 
ters hereinafter  referred  to  and  set  out,  covenants  and  agrees,  to  and 
with  the  party  of  the  second  part,  to  furnish  all  the  lumber  required 
for  the  wooden  cases  in  the  saloon  of  the  east  wing  of  the  Patent  Office 
building,  under  the  direction  and  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  super- 
intendent, as  follows,  viz : 

Clear  Carolina  flooring,  free  of  knots,  sap,  and  shakes, 
to  hold  1|  inch,  when  dressed,  at |50  per  1,000  feet. 

Clear  white  pine  boards  (merchantable) 45  per  1,000  feet. 

Clear  white  pine  boards,  clear  of  shakes,  blue  sap,  and 
loose  knots,  for  shelving 40  per  1,000  feet. 

Clear  4x6  scantlings  the  best  that  can  be  procured...  35  per  1,000 feet. 

The  party  of  the  second  part,  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  cove- 
nants and  agrees  to  pay  to  the  party  of  the  first  part,  for  the  afore- 
mentioned lumber,  according  to  the  above-mentioned  prices. 

Thus  covenanted  and  agreed  to  by  us,  the  parties  aforesaid,  in  the 
city  of  Washington,  this  10th  day  of  March,  1854,  as  witness  our 
hands  and  seals. 


JONATHAN  T.  WALKER. 
CHAS.  MASON. 


[l.  s. 

[l.  8.; 


Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of- 
Edward  Clark. 


Contract  with  Baker  &  Brother  for  glass.     1854. 

Agreement  between  Baker  &  Brother,  of  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  of  the  first  part,  and  Charles  Mason,  Commissioner  of 
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Patents,  acting  for  and  in  behalf  the  United  States,  of  the  second  part, 
in  furnishing  gla9s  for  the  model  and  other  cases  for  the  Patent  Office 
^f  the  United  States, 

Witnesseth  :  that  the  party  of  the  first  part,  for  and  in  consideration 
of  the  matters  hereinafter  referred  to  and  set  out,  covenants  and  agrees 
to  and  with  the  party  of  the  second  part,  to  furnish  all  the  glass  that 
may  be  required  for  the  model  and  other  cases  for  the  Patent  Office,  at 
the  prices  set  forth  and  marked  on  the  printed  schedule  of  Baker  & 
Brother^  with  a  deduction  of  twenty  per  cent ;  that  is,  8,000  panes, 
10x20,  at  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  pane;  and  1,400  panes,  16^x20, 
at  twenty-two  cents  per  pane,  said  deduction  of  twenty  per  cent,  to  be 
made  from  the  prices.  All  said  glass  to  be  furnished  at  the  Patent 
Office,  free  of  breakage  ;  all  to  be  of  first  quality,  perfectly  straij^ht, 
Tree  from  blisters,  stains,  smoke^  inequalities,  and  imperfections  of  all 
kinds ;  all  subject  to  the  inspections  of  the  superintenaent  of  the  build- 
ing of  the  Patent  Office.  One  half  of  said  glass  to  be  delivered  on  or 
beiore  the  first  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-four,  and  the 
balance  when  wanted. 

This  contract  covenanted  and  agreed  to  by  the  undersigned,  in  the 
aty  of  Baltimore,  on  this  twentieth  day  of  February,  eighteen  hundred 
ind  fifty-four,  as  witness  our  hand  and  seal. 

BAKER  &  BROTHER,     [sbal.] 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  presence  of — 
Wm.  Stsar. 


PropoacU  of  W.  De  Lamano  in  relation  to  graining. 

New  York,  Octob^  24,  1854. 

I  propose  Vo  do  all  the  graining  of  outside  of  cases  in  saloon  of  east 
wring  of  the  \Patent  Office  building,  also  ceiling  of  gallery,  and  give 
the  same  one 'boat  of  varnish,  for  the  sum  of  |800,  the  work  to  be  done 
iGOording  to  lA^ecimens  furnished  by  me  ;  the  whole  work  to  be  subject 
lio  the  approval  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  and  the  superintendent 
[>f  the  building\ 

Respectfully, 

WM.  DE  LAMANO, 
468  Broadway,  New  York. 
Commissioner  <|p  Patents. 


J9.  Finch  d  Son' 


3f  the  Patent  Offi 
the  glass,  for  six 


'  proposal  for  painting  and  glazing  in  saloon.     1854. 


We  will  glaze  a  1  the  glass  to  be  glazed  in  the  cases  for  the  new  wing 


e,  including  the  materials  for  the  same,  exclusive  of 
6)  cents  per  li^ht. 
We  will  also  p^int  the  same,  three  good  coats  paint,  for  fifteen  (15) 
cents  per  yard.    All  to  be  done  in  the  best  manner. 

/  Very  respectfully,  yours, 

Hon.  Chjis.  luAsoN, 

Com/nisstoner  of  Poients. 
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Wickersham's  proposal/or  railing  for  gallery  of  saloon. 

New  York,  June  26,  1854. 

Dear  Sir  :  Mr.  Edward  Clark,  architect,  left  with  me  the  plans  of 
the  railing  for  the  United  States  Patent  Office,  desiring  that  I  shonld 
send  you  an  estimate  for  the  construction  and  putting  up  of  the  desired 
amount  of  railing,  at  so  much  per  lineal  foot.     The  length  of  the 
whole,  as  I  understand  is  about  1,200  feet,  made  of  l^inch  tubing 
(outside  measure)  including — 
194  cast-iron  posts. 
32  cast-iron  sockets  at  M.  pillars. 
80  cast-iron  sockets  at  cases. 
The  price  for  the  above  will  be :  Made  of  plain  pipe,  at  $1  per  linesl 
foot ;  and  o{ polished  pipe,  at  |1  12^  per  lineal  foot.     The  polished  pipe 
will  look  better  and  more  workmanlike  in  finish.     If  any  additional 
posts  are  wanted,  price  will  be  |2  each  ;  for  each  one  deducted,  |1  75 
will  be  allowed.     I  am  confident  I  can  make  you  a  neat  and  substan- 
tial job,  and  would  be  much  pleased  to  receive  the  order. 

Yours,  &c., 

J.  B.  WICKERSHAM. 
Hon.  C.  Mason, 

Commissioner  United  States  Patent  Office,  Washington. 


Janes,  Bebee  d  Co.  's  proposal  for  railing  for  gallery  of  saloon. 

New  York,  June  27,  1864. 

Sir  :  Having  examined  the  drawings  submitted  to  us  by  Mr.  Clark 

I  for  the  railing  required  for  the  Patent  Office  and  estimated  the  cost,  we 

respectfully  ofier  to  execute  the  same,  in  the  very  best  and  most  work- 
manlike manner,  and  put  the  same  in  its  place  in  Washington,  includ- 

I  ing  all  and  every  expense,  for  one  dollar  and  ten  cents  per  running 

foot,  (|1  10,)  including  one  coat  of  paint. 

!  Very  respectfully,  yours, 

I  JANES,  BEBEE  &  CO. 

I  Hon.  Judge  Mason, 

Commissioner  of  Patents. 

P.  8.  By  request  of  Mr.  Clark,  we  this  day  return  the  drawings, 
directed  to  you. 


Contract  between  H.  S.  Davis  and  Honorable  J.  H6U,  Commissioner  cf 
Paients,for  carpenters*  work  in  west  saloon  of  Patent  Office. 

Agreement  between  Henry  S.  Davis,  carpenter,  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, of  the  first  part,  and  Joseph  Holt,  Commissioner  of  Patents, 
acting  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  in  consumating  a  oon- 


GONTRACTS  FOB  SALOONS  OF  PATENT  OFFICE.  11 

;ract  heretofore  made  by  his  predecessor  the  Hon.  Charles  Mason,  of 
he  second  part,  for  furnishing  the  saloon  of  the  west  wing  of  the 
Patent  Office  building, 

Witnesseth:  that  the  party  of  the  first  part,  for  and  in  consideration 
»f  the  matters  hereinafter  referred  to  and  set  out,  covenants  and  agrees, 
o  and  with  the  party  of  the  second  part,  to  execute  all  the  carpenters' 
vork  required  for  the  cases  and  gallery  in  the  saloon  of  the  west  wing 
»f  the  Patent  Office  building,  in  the  best  manner,  according  to  the 
>lan8  of  the  superintendent,  under  his  direction,  and  subject  to  his 
ipproval. 

The  party  of  the  second  part,  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  cove- 
lants  and  agrees  to  pay  to  the  party  of  the  first  part^  for  the  afore- 
aentioned  carpenters'  work,  at  tne  rate  of  forty  per  cent,  discount  off 
>f  the  regular  measurement  prices  for  the  sasti,  thirty-five  per  cent, 
liscount  for  the  cases,  and  tnirty-three  and  one  third  per  cent,  dis- 
!Ount  for  the  gallery.  And  it  is  further  agreed  to  by  the  parties, 
hat  payment  may  be  made  by  the  party  of  the  second  part  for  any 
K>rtion  of  the  work  as  it  progresses,  on  the  certificate  of  the  superin- 
endent ;  a  reservation  of  twenty  per  cent,  being  made  until  the  work 
8  satisfactorily  completed. 

And  it  is  hereby  expressly  understood  and  agreed  to  by  the  parties, 
hat  the  whole  of  this  contract  shall  be  completed  on  or  before  the  1st 
>f  June,  1858. 

Thus  covenanted  and  agreed  to  by  us,  the  parties  aforesaid,  in  the 
ity  of  Washington,  this  6th  day  of  November,  1867}  as  witness  our 
Lands  and  seals. 

H.  8.  DAVIS,      [seal 
J.  HOLT,  [seal 

Commissioner. 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  presence  of — 

L.  T.  Shuoekt. 


:] 


City  of  WASHiNaTON, 
•  November  5,  185Y. 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  favor  of  the  4th  is  received,  and  we  reply.  We 
,gree  to  furnish  15,000  feet  (or  as  much  more*as  you  may  require)  of 
.-4  Carolina  flooring,  of  the  best  quality,  clear  of  sap,  knots,  and 
hakes,  delivered  at  G  and  Ninth  streets,  subject  to  such  inspection  aa 
oil  may  appoint,  at  the  rate  of  forty-five  dollars  per  thousand  feet. 
I  remain,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

FITZHUGH  COYLE  &  BRO- 
Edward  Clark,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building, 


Washington,  December  23,  1857. 

8ib:  In  answer  to  your  favor  of  yesterday,  would  say  that  I  will 
iirnish  the  glass  required  for  the  Patent  Office,  best  quality  Ameri- 
an,  say — 


I. 


( 
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10,000,    9A  X  20,  at  15  cents  per  light ; 
800,  16|  X  20,  at  27  cents  per  li^ht ; 
Subject  to  a  discount  of  twenty  per  cent. ,  which  is  the  same  price  at 
which  the  manufacturers  furnished  the  glass  for  the  east  wing  of  the 
Patent  Office.     I  agree  to  deliver  it  at  the  building  free  of  charge, 
when  in  the  other  case  freight  was  paid  by  the  department. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  D.  GILMAN. 
Mr.  Edward  Clark, 

Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 

I  will  be  perfectly  willing  to  furnish  whatever  other  glass  that  maj 
be  wanted  at  pro  rata  prices  with  above. 

Z.  D.  G. 


WASfflNQTON,  D.  C,  July  14, 1858. 

Estimate  of  John  S.  Finch  for  the  glazing  and  painting  of  the  cases 
in  the  saloon  in  the  west  wing  of  the  United  States  Patent  Office,  as 
follows : 

I  will  carefully  sprig  and  glaze  all  the  glass,  in  the  very  best  man- 
ner, (all  sizes  included,)  for  four  (4)  cents  per  light,  furnishing  every- 
thing except  the  glass. 

Paint  all  the  wood  and  iron  work  about  cases  and  ceiling  to  gallery^ 
that  is  to  be^  painted,  with  best  white  lead  and  oil,  for  five  (5)  cents 
per  yard,  per  coat. 

For  painting  with  best  French  zinc,  five  (5)  cents  per  yard,  per  coat. 

For  painting  with  the  best  enameled  zinc,  white^  (same  as  cases  in 
east  wing  saloon,)  eight  (8)  cents  per  yard. 

All  the  work  to  be  well  puttied  up  and  smoothed  ;  glass  well  cleaned. 

The  above  work  will  be  exeoutea  promptly  in  the  best  manner,  and 
with  the  very  best  quality  materials. 

Bespectfully  submitted, 

JNO.  8.  FINCH. 

Hon.  Jos.  Holt, 

Commissioner  of  Patents. 


Washington,  July  15,  1858. 

I  propose  to  paint  and  glaze  the  cases,  &c.,  at  the  United  States 
Patent  Office,  as  follows : 

To  paint,  with  any  plain  color,  three  coats,  without  varnishing,  for 
15  cents  per  yard. 
I  To  pamt  with  three  coats  plain  color,  (hard,) — i.  e.  mixed  with 

nearly  all  spirits  and  Japan,  and  after  to  receive  a  thick  and  flowing 
coat  of  varnish,  at  20  cents  per  yard. 

To  paint  with  two  coats  of  paint,  (suitable  for  graining  of  imitation 
of  oak,)  to  be  grained,  and  a  thick  and  flowing  coat  of  varnish,  at  40 
cents  per  yard. 

To  glaze  the  various  sizes  of  glass,  and  furnish  putty,  well  bedded 
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and  sprigged,  at  6  cents  per  light ;  this  is  merely  for  the  work,  except 
putty,  the  department  Airnishing  the  glass. 

I  will  furnish  the  paint  of  the  best  quality,  and  execute  the  work  in 
the  best  manner,  for  the  above  proposed  prices. 

C.  P.  SENGSTACK. 


Washington,  Jtdy  15,  1858. 

I  propose  to  do  the  painting  of  the  cases  in  the  west  wing  of  the 
Patent  Office,  at  the  following  rates  of  prices : 

One  coat  of  paint,  at  7  cents  per  yard. 
Two  coats  of  paint,  at  15  cents  per  yard. 
Three  coats  ot  paint,  at  20  cents  per  yard. 
One  coat  of  gloss,  at  11  cents  per  yard. 
Two  coats  of  gloss,  at  22  cents  per  yard. 

The  glazing,  4  cents  per  light,  including  putty  and  sprigs.     The 
material  used  to  be  of  the  best  q  uality. 

ROBERT  McLEAN. 
Mr.  Holt. 


Washington,  D.  C,  July  17,  1858. 

BESPBcrED  Sir:  In  accordance  with  a  request  from  Mr.  E.  Clark,  I 
make  the  following  proposition  for  the  painting  and  glazing  the  cases 
of  the  west  wing  of  the  Patent  Office  Department: 

For  the  glazing,  2  cents  per  light — putty  and  sprigs  furnished  by 
myself. 

For  painting  in  lead,  per  coat,* per  square  yard,  5^  cents. 
For  painting  in  zinc  polish,  per  coat,  per  square  yard,  7  cents. 
The  work  to  be  executed  in  a  workmanlike  maniler  and  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  superintendent. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  H.  VARNELL. 
Hon.  Joseph  Holt, 

Commissioner  of  Patents, 


Washington,  D.  C,  July  19,  1858. 

Sir  :  I  propose  to  paint,  glaze,  and  polish  the  cases  on  the  fourth 
floor  of  the  west  wing  of  the  Patent  Office,  with  the  best  materials,  and 
in  the  best  workmanlike  manner,  at  the  following  prices: 

Put  on  two  coats  of  lead  for  14  cents  per  yard. 

Put  on  two  coats  of  polish  for  19  cent49  per  yard. 

To  furnish  putty  ana  glaze  the  glass  for  5  cents  per  light. 

J.  W.  EARP 
Mr.  E.  Clark,  Architect. 
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I  will  paint  the  cases  in  the  west  wing  of  the  Patent  Office,  now  in 
course  of  erection,  in  the  following  manner,  viz: 

Four  coats  of  best  French  white  zinc,  enameled  with  best  Demar 
varnish,  with  liquid  hardening,  in  the  very  best  workmanlike  manner, 
for  18  cents  per  yard. 

I  will  glaze  all  the  glass,  in  the  best  manner,  at  14  cents  per  light, 
the  government  furnishing  glass  and  putty,  or  I  furnish  putty  and 
glaze,  at  17  cents  per  light. 

If  any  oil  grainme  in  oak  is  to  be  done,  I  will  do  it  at  30  cents  per 
yard,  and  furnish  all  materials. 

JOHN  M.  SEELEY, 

No.  412  Twd/th  stred. 
Hon.  Joseph  Holt, 

Commissioner  of  Patents, 

I  refer  you  to  my  recommendations  on  file  in  your  department,  or 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  for  my  qualifications  tp  do  the  work- 
transferred  from  the  Navy  Department  to  your  department  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

J.  M.  S. 

P.  S.  French  zinc  is  far  preferable  to  American. 


Washington  City,  D.  C,  J^y  19, 1858. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  will  do  the  painting  and  glazing  of  the  cases  now  beins 
put  up  in  the  west  wing  of  the  Patent  Office  at  the  following  named 
prices: 

Two  coats  plain  painting,  at  10^  o«nts  per  yard. 
Three  coats  plain  painting  at  14^  cents  per  yard. 
Two  coats  glossed  painting,  at  16  cents  per  yard. 
Furnish  putty  and  glaze  sash  for  the  same,  10  cents  per  light. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours  respectfully, 

G.  E.  KIRK. 
Hon.  Joseph  Holt. 


Washington  City,  D.  C,  July  20, 1858. 

Sir  :  I  be^  leave  to  submit  the  following  estimate  for  executing  tbe 
painting  and  glazing  required  for  the  new  work  now  in  progress  in 
the  United  States  Patent  Office : 

^  I  will  glaze  in  the  glass,  furnishing  tins  and  putty,  for  3J  cents  per 
light. 

White  lead  paint,  one  coat,  at  5  cents  per  square  yard. 
White  lead  paint,  two  coatis,  at  7  cents  per  square  yard — ^making  12 
cents  per  square  yard  for  the  two  coats  of  white  lead  paint. 

White  zinc  or  enameling,  for  one  coat,  at  6  cents  per  square  yard. 
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White  zinc  or  enameling^  for  two  coats,  at  4  cents  per  square  yard — 
making  10  cents  per  square  yard  for  two  coats  of  enamel. 

All  of  the  materials  to  be  furnished  by  me  to  be  of  the  best  quality. 
KespectfiiUy,  yours,  &c., 

JOHN  H.  PEAKE. 
Hon.  Joseph  Holt, 

Commissioner  United  States  Paient  Office. 

N.  B.  If  it  would  be  more  satisfactory,  I  will  do  the  painting  and 
enameling  at  the  regular  measurement  prices,  deducting  24  per  cent, 
from  bills. 


EAST  WING. " 


Voucher  No.  1,  daied  May  12,  1854. 

Commissioner  of  Patents  to  J.  T.  Walker,    Dr. 

11,Y99  feet  8-4  merch.,  4)  cents |530  95 

1,845  feet  4-4  merch.,  5  cents 92  25 

592  feet  5-4  best  yellow  pine,  4  cents 23  68 

16,445  feet  4-4  s.  culls.,  4  cents 617  80 

Hauling 14  00 

|1,278  68 


April  7, 1854. 

The  undersigned  certifies  that  he  has  received  the  above  amounts  of 
lumber  for  the  use  of  the  Patent  Office. 

H.  S.  DAVIS. 

The  above  bill  correct,  the  lumber  being  used  for  cases  in  model 
t*oom. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Pay — S.  T.  8.  Architect  Patent  Office  Building. 

Washington,  May  6,  1854. 

Received  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  one  thousand  dollars  on 
account  of  the  above  bill. 

|1,000.  JONATHAN  T.  WALKER. 

Washington,  May  12,  1854. 

Received  two  hundred  and  seventy-eight  dollars  and  sixty-eight 
cents,  in  full  for  the  above  account. 
|278  68.  JONATHAN  T.  WALKER. 
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Voticher  No.  2,  dated  June  16,  1854. 

United  States  Patent  Office  to  E.  J.  Chubch,    Dr. 

To  11,168  feet  white  pine  lumber,  (200  long  pieces  for  saloon 

east  wing,)  sawing,  freight,  &c.,  at  4  cents  per  foot $446  }2 

Received  payment, 

E.  J.  CHURCH. 

June  16, 1854. 
The  above  is  correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Sfiperintendent  FcUent  Office  Building. 


-^ 


Voucher  No.  3,  dated  June  30,  1854. 

Hon.  Charles  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents, 

To  R.  J.  Falconer,    Dr. 

For  the  following  carpenters'  work  in  constructing  the  gallery  floor, 
paneled  ceilings,  and  six  cases  under  the  ends  of  gallery  of  the  saloon 
of  the  east  wing  of  the  Patent  Office  building,  viz: 
For  9,452^  feet  sup.  of  mill  dressed  5-4  flooring,  laid,  at  2 

cents |189  05 

74—64  ^ 

For  933  feet  of  molding  and  nosing  to  front  Tn^i /     ^i?  on 

31 0  y      76  ov 

For  36  feet  of  mitered  returns,-6~ 

For  64  feet  nosingand  scotia  at  well-holes,  at  10  cents,  $6  40 ; 

60  knot  holes  patched,  at  12^  cents,  |7  50 13  90 

For  9,332  sup.  feet  4-6  dressed  iraming  to  gallery  floor,  and 

paneled  and  moulded  ceiling,  including  glue  joints,  at 

34  cents 3,172  88 

For  32  columns  fitted  to,  at  20  cents,  |6  40 ;  32  miter  joints, 

at  10  cents,  |3  20 9  60 

3,462  23 
Deduct  from  above,  per  agreement,  15  per  cent 519  33 

2,942  90 
For  465  lineal  feet  |^  framed  open  molding  and 

rebated  pilasters  to  cases,  at  22  cents |102  30 

For  192^  sup.  feet  8-4  opened  rebated  and  framed 

frieze,  at  20  cents 38  50 

For  175^  plain  8-4  base,  at  10  cents,  |17  55; 

180  H  feet  of  cornice,  at  25  cents,  |45  20 62  75 

For  62  ieet  molded  caps,  at    35  cents,  |21  70  ; 

62  plain  plinths,  at  12^  cents,  |7  78 29  45 

For  832  sup.  feet  cased  4-4  shelving  and  ceiling, 

at  10  cents 83  20 

For  419  lin.  feet  tongued,  grooved,  and  glued 
joints  to  ceiYmg,  «t\.  &  ^\iU 26  14 
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136}  lin.  feet  clamps,  toDgued,  grooved,  and 

lued  on  ceiling,  at2  0cent8 ^....     |27  35 

603  feet  molded  rebate  stuffy  at  4  cents 20  12 

210  dressed  rails  and  bearers,  at  4  cents, 
B  40;  54  brackets,  at  12^  cents,  |6  75 16  16 

432  lights  10  X  20  folding  and  single  franked 
>G  sash,  at  34  cents 146  88 

32  lights  11^  X  20,  at  36  cents,  |11  62;  13 

ghts  14  X  20,  at  38  cents,  |4  94 16  46 

32  lights  16  X  20,  at  40  cents,  |12  80  ;  206 
^t  knuckle  joints  to  do.,  at  8  cents,  |16  48..       29  28 

327  lin.  feet  rebated  and  beaded  joints  to 
elding  sash,  at  4  cents 13  08 

42^  lin.  feet  mitered  joints  to  angles  of 
ises,  at  4  cents 17  06} 

36  pairs  but  hinges  put  on,  at  25  cents, 
9  ;  56  metal  buttons,  at  6  cents,  |3  36 12  36 

18  case  locks  with  flash  plates,  escutcheons, 
b  28  cents 5  04 

644  12f 
deduct,  per  proposition,  from  case  work  20  per 

cent 128  82 

1515  30f 

3,458  20} 

7e  hereby  certify  that  we  have  examined  and  measured  the  fore- 
ig  work  embraced  in  the  foregoing  statement,  and  that  it  is  correct. 

JOHN  C.  HARKNESS, 
EDWARD  CLARK, 

Sworn  Measurers. 

Washington,  June  30,  1854. 

eceived  of  C.  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  the  sum  of  three 
isand  four  hundred  and  fifty-eight  dollars  and  twenty  cents  in  full 
:he  within  account,  being  for  work  done  in  fitting  up  the  east  wing 
he  Patent  OflSce  building. 
},458  20.  R.  J.  FALCONER. 


Voucher  No,  1,  dated  July  3,  1854. 

Washington,  July  3,  1854. 

United  States  Patent  Office,  to  Sarah  Penn,  Dr. 

13.  To  making  684  yards  Brussels  carpeting,  at  12A  cts.  $8  56 

19.  To  making  74|  yards  tapestry  carpeting,  at  12|  cts.       9  31 

To  making  65|  yards  Brussels  carpeting,  at  12i  cts.       8  20 

To  making  69   yards  Brussels  carpeting,  at  12*  cts.       8  62 

21.  To  making  71^  yards  Brussels  catpetixig^  «A.  V2\  ^\.^.      "^  ^*^ 

JEx.  Doc.  67 2 
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Not.      3.  To  making  58   yards  ingrain  carpeting,  at  10    cts.    |5  80 

Dec.     13.  To  making  86i  yardf  ingrain  carpeting,  at  10    cts.      8  62 

22.  To  making  85^  yards  Brussels  carpeting,  at  12^  cts.    10  68 

1853. 

March  22.  To  making  60   yards  three-ply  carpeting,  at  10  cts.  6  00 

28.  To  making  54^  yards  three-plycarpeting,  at  10  cts.  5  45 

Binding  258  yards  carpeting,  at  10  cts 25  80 

Making  twelve  desk  covers,  at  25  cts 3  00 

108  97 
Pay— S.  T.  8.  = 

July  3,  1854. 

Received  payment  in  full. 

SARAH  PENN. 


Voucher  No.  2,  dated  July  12,  1854. 

Patent  Office,  bought  by  R.  J.  Falconer, 

To  PouLUS  Thyson,    Dr. 

1854. 
Feh.     22.  To  5  pounds  glue,  |1 ;  (25)  5  pounds  glue,  |1 ; 

(27)  3  quires  sandpaper,  75  cents |2  73 

March    3.  To  5  pounds  glue,  $1;  (21)  papers  sprigs,  37^ 

cents;  (28)  2  pounds  nails,  12|  cents 1  50 

28.  To  1  gross  l^inch  screws,  50  cents ;  5  pounds  nails, 

31^  cents;  (29^  gross  1^-inch  screws,  56  cent«..      1  37^ 
30.  To  lOpounds  nails, 62^cents ;  grossl^-inch  screws, 

56J  cents;  8  papers  sprigs,  $1 2  1^ 

April     1.  To  ^  quire  sand  paper,  12^  cents ;  (4)  gross  1^-inch 

screws,  56^  cents ;  (5)  2  papers  sprigs,  25  cents,         92^ 

19.  To  2  kegs  nails,  |11 ;  20  pounds  nails,  |1  25 12  25 

May       4.  To  keg  nails,  $5  50;   (5)  4  dozen  pair  3x3^ 

hinges,  $1  37^  per  dozen,  |5  50 11  00 

8.  To  keg  nails,  $5  50;  6  papers  sprigs,  75  cents; 

4  gross  IJ-inch  screws,  |2 8  25 

To  10  pounds  nails,  62^  cents;  (10)  10  pounds 
nails,  62^  cents;  (11)  5  pounds  nails,  31^  cents      1  56^ 
12.  To  &  papers  sprigs,  75  cents;  5  pounds  nails,  31^ 

cents;  (16)  12  papers  sprigs,  ^1  50 2  56^ 

16.  To  1  gross  2-inch  screws,  90  cents;  (17)  5  pounds 

nails,  31^  cents;  (18)  2  pounds  glue,  40  cents..      1  61} 
19.  To  2  pounds  glue,  40  cents;  (26)  keg  nails,  |5  50      5  90 
27.  To  10  pounds  nails,  62^  cents;  (June  2)5  pounds 

nails,  3H  «^nts 93} 

June      2.  To  6  papers  sprigs,  75  cents;  lOpounds  nails,  62^ 

cents 1  371 
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le       3.  To  10  pounds  nails,  621  cents;  keg  nails,  |5  50; 
(6)  5  pounds  nails,  31^  cents ;  6  papers  sprigs, 

75  cents |7  18f 

9.  To  3  pounds  nails,  18}  cents;  sandpaper,  8  cents; 

(10)  2  gross  J-inch  screws,  621  cents 89 

13.  To  2  papers  sprigs,  25  cents ;  (16)  gross  screws, 

60  cents 85 

17.  To  gross  screws,  44  cents;  gross  screws,  44  cents.  88 

63  99 
21.  By  return  of  6  papers  sprigs,  75  cents 75 

63  24 

Received  payment, 

POULUS  THYSON. 

July  2,  1854. 

certify  that  the  above  bill  of  hardware,  got  by  R.  J.  Falconer,  for 
38  and  galleries  of  saloon  in  Patent  Office  building,  is  correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 


Voucher  No,  3,  dated  July  12,  1854. 

1.  Charles  Mason,  Commissioner  op  Patents, 

Bought  of  Janes,  Bebee  &  Co. 
'or  the  following  iron  work,  &c.,  for  cases  at  saloon  of  east  wing 
ent  Office  building,  viz : 

iron  cases,  |270 |11,340  00 

I  dozen  pairs  brass  hinges,  $10  60 455  00 

feet  carved  moldings  for  top  of  six  wood  cases,  at 

\2\  cents 22  50 

11,817  50 


New  York,  July  7,  1854. 

Leceived  of  C.  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  eleven  thousand 
[it  hundred  and  seventeen  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  in  full  for  the 
ve  account. 
11,817  50.  JANES,  BEBEE  &  CO. 

July  2,  1854. 

certify  the  above  bill  to  be  correct. 

EDWARD  GLAE.K, 
Superintendent  Patent  Ofllce  BuvXdxtvq* 
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$11,817  50.  New  Toek,  Jvly  1, 1854. 

Pay  to  the  order  of  H.  L.  Bidwell,  cashier,  eleveD  thounnd  aglt 
hnndred  and  seventeen  dollarB  and  fifty  cents,  value  received,  andchirge 
same  to  account  of 

JANES,  BEBEE  &  CO. 
Hon.  Charles  Habon, 

United  Slate*  Patent  Office,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Voucher  No.  i,  dated  July  14,  1854. 

TJMrrro  States  Patent  Office, 

To  HooB,  Bbo.  &  Co.,  Dr. 
1854. 

March  22.  To  60  yards  3-ply  carpet $1  37^       $82  M 

2  pieces  binding 75  1  ^ 

5  slips  thread 10  W 

28.        54i  yards  3-p!y  carpeting 1  37J  74  M 

2  pieces  binding 75  150 

5  slips  thread 10  M 

30.        3  square  yards  oil-cloth 1  25  315 

23J  square  yards  oil-cloth 1  25  2913 

April    26.        9  yards  10-4  cotton 371  3  38 

May         3.         3  yards  brown  cotton 6|  IS  I 

11.        12  yards  brown  cotton 10  UM 

212  63 
Off  for  contingent  account 13  00 

Correct— G.  R.  A.  199  69 


HOOE,  BRO.  &  CO., 
By  SAMUEL  C.  MIDDLETON. 


Voucher  No  5,  dated  July  31,  1864. 
COHUISSIONER  OF  PaTBNIS,  PER  H.  S.  DaTIS, 

To  J.  T.  Walkbm,    Dr. 

1854.  For  Saloon. 

May    13.     7,798  feet  4-4  8.  culls.,  at  4c $311  92 

Hauling 4  00 

$315  92 
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[ay    16.     2,641  feet  6-4  merch.,  at  4^0 |118  85 

Hauling 1  25 

22.     2,555  feet  6-4  panel,  at  4^0 114  98 

Hauling 1  00 

25.  2,118  feet  4-4  8.  culls.,  at  4c 74  82 

Hauling 1  00 

une  14.     436  feet  hem.  joists,  at  2c 8  72 

Hauling 25 

16.  528  feet  studs,  at  2c 10  56 

Hauling 25 

17.  487  hem.  joists,  at  2c 9  74 

Hauling 25 

600  feet  studs,  at  2c 12  00 

Hauling 25 

736  feet  s.  culls.,  at  4c 29  44 

819  feet  s.  culls.,  at  4c 32  75 

701  feet  8.  culls.,  at  4c 28  04 

728  feet  s.  culls.,  at  4c 29  12 

Hauling 1  00 

29.     3,016  4-4  s.  culls.,  at  4c 120  64 

Hauling 1  25 

uly      3.     59  feet  5-8  panel.,  at  4c 2  36 

Hauling 25 

5.     *795  feet  5-8  panel.,  at  4ic 35  91 

Hauling 25 

11.     1,387  feet  8-4  merch.,  at  5c 69  35 

Hauling 50 

13.     148  feet  8-4  merch.,  at  4^0 6  66 

Hauling 25 

24.     432  feet  8-4  merch.,  at  5c 2160 

505  feet  4-4  8.  culls.,  at  4c 20  20 

737  feet  8-4  merch.,  at  4 Jc 33  17 

26.  600  feet  4-4  8.  culls.,  at  4c 24  00 

255  feet  8-4  merch.,  at  5c 12  75 

337  feet  4-4  a.  culls.,  at  4c 13  48 

Hauling 75 


$120  10 


116  98 


85  72 


8  97 


10  81 


9  99 


12  25 


120  36 


121  89 


2  61 


36  16 


69  85 


6  91 


74  97 


^^^'i* 


I 


I 
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Omitted. 

March  13.'    592  feet  5-4  Btepping,  at  3^0 |20  72 

Hauling 25 


June    27.     639  feet  No.  2,  at  3c 19  17 

405  feet  No.  2,  at  3c 12  15 

Hauling 50 


$20  »7 


318! 


1,216  26 


Credited  by 
1854. 

March    8.     120  feet  8-4  merch.,  at  4Jc 6  40 

April     8.     1,249  feet  8-4  merch.,  at  4^0 56  21 

July    24.     550  feet  8-4  merch.,  at  4^0 27  75 

1,410  feet  4-4  s.  culls.,  at  4c 56  40 


ip 


m 


142^6 


1,073  50 
Deduct  error  in  charge  July  5,  marked  * U 

1,073  36 


July  29, 1854. 

I  certify  the  above  bill  for  lumber  for  cases  in  the  saloon  of  east  wing 
Patent  Office  building  to  be  correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 

• 

Washington,  Jtdy  31,  1854. 

Received  of  C.  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  one  thousand  and 
seventy-three  dollars  and  thirty-six  cents,  in  full  for  the  above  aocount. 

JONATHAN  T.  WALKER. 


Voticher  No.  6,  dated  July  31,  1854. 

COMMISSIONKR  OF  PATENTS,  PER  R.  J.  FaLCONER, 

To  J.  T.  Walker,    Dr. 
1854. 

Mar.  24.     4,604  feet  4  x  6  w.  p.,  at  3^  cts |161  14 

Hauling 2  00 

|163  14 

25,     347  feet  4x4  merch.,  at  4^  cts 15  62 

Hauling 25 

15  87 
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IBfar.  29.     134  feet  8.  siding,  at  4  cts |5  36 

Hauling 25 

|5  61 

^prill2.     3,931  feet  4  X  6  w.  p.,  at  3i  cts 137  59 

Hauling 2  00 

139  59 

June    9.     150  feet  5x4  Gar.  floor.,  at  5  cts 7  50 

Hauling 25 

7  75 

331  96 
Credited  by — 

Jtfar.  22.     260  feet  8  x  4  merch.,  at  4^  cts 11  70 

June    9.     2,800  feet,  4  x  6  w.  p.,  at  2^  cte 56  00 

67  70 

|264  26 

I  certify  that  the  above  bill  is  correct. 

R.  J.  FALCONER. 

I  certify  the  above  bill  for  cases,  &c.,  saloon  Patent  Office  building, 
east  wing,  to  be  correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Stiperintendent  Patent  Office  Building, 

Washington,  July  31, 1854. 

Reeceived  of  C.  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  two  hundred  and 
sixty-four  dollars  and  twenty-six  cents,  in  full  for  the  above  account. 
|264  26. 

JONATHAN  T.  WALKER. 


Voucher  No.  7,  dated  August  9,  1854. 

COBCMISSIONER  OF  PATENTS, 

To  James  Walker,    Dr. 
1854. 
May  1.     For  lOf  days'  work,  drilling  holes  in  columns  for  the 

gallery  at  saloon  of  east  wing  Patent  Office  build- 
ing, at  |2  50  per  day... $26  87^ 


Received  payment, 

JAMES  WALKER. 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building^ 
August  9, 1854. 


I 

!   I 
i  I 
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VowJier  No.  8,  dated  August  18, 1854. 

Hon,  Charles  Mason,  Commissioner  op  Patents, 

To  H.  S.  Davis,    Dr. 

To  amount  of  carpenters'  work  (at  measurement  prices)  of 
two  cases  fitted  to  iron  frames  around  skylight  m  saloon 
of  east  wing  of  the  Patent  Office  building,  at  |188  39 
each $376  78 

Amount  of  ditto  of  two  cases  over  ditto,  the  frames  being 
made  of  wood,  at  $211  30  each , 422  60 

Amount  of  ditto  of  40  cases  fitted  to  iron  frames,  at 

$111  Bleach 4,464  40 

Amount  of  ditto  of  40  cases  over  ditto,  the  frames  being 
made  of  wood,  at  $144  44  each 5,777  60 

164  hinge-places  in  iron  cases  filled  up,  at  3  cts 4  92 

11,046  30 
Deduct,  per  agreement,  25  per  cent 2,761  51 

8,284  73 


We  hereby  certify  that  we  have  carefully  examined  and  measured 
the  foregoing  work ;  and  certify  that  the  above  estimate  is  correct. 

JOHN  C.  HARKNESS, 
EDWARD  CLARK, 

Svx>m  Measurers, 
August  15,  1854. 

Washington,  August  18,  1854. 

Received  of  C.  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  eight  thousand 
two  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars  and  seventy-three  cents,  being 
the  amount  in  full  for  the  above  bill. 

H.  S.  DAVIS. 

|8,284  73. 


Voucher  No,  9,  dated  August  18,  1854. 

United  States  Patent  Office, 

To  Rider  Hobbs,    Dr. 

To  10,756  feet  of  pine  lumber,  furnished  for  sash  for  the  east 

wing  of  Patent  Office  building,  at  4^  cts |484  02 

To  2,800  feet  of  ash  lumber,  at  4^  cts 119  00 

603  02 
August  10, 1854.  ' 
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The  Patent  Office  will  please  pay  the  above  hill  to  Mr.  H.  S.  Davis, 
and  oblige, 

RIDER  &  HOBBS. 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building, 

Washington,  August  18,  1854. 

Received  of  C.  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  six  hundred  and 
three  dollars  and  two  cents,  in  full  for  the  above  bill. 

H.  S.  DAVIS. 


Voucher  No.  10,  dated  Septeniber  4,  1854. 

Mb.  Chas.  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents, 

1854.  Bought  of  Baker  &  Bro. 

March  29.     23  boxes,  25  lights  each,  16J  x  20,  B 

1st,  575  lights,  at  22  cents |126  50 

40  boxes,  50  lights  each,  10  x  20,  B  1st, 

2,000  lights,  at  12^  cents 250  00 

376  50 
Deduct  20  per  cent 75  30 

|301  20 

April   21.     43  boxes,  50  lights  each,  10  x  20,  B  st, 

2,150  lights,  at  12^  cents 268  75 

32  boxes,  25  lights  each,  16^  x  20,  B 

1st,  800  lights,  at  22  cents 176  00 

444  75 

Deduct  20  per  cent 88  95 

^ 355  80 

Tune    30.     31  boxes,  50  lights,  10  x  20,  B  Ist,  1,550 

lights;  49  boxes,  36  lights,  10  x  20, 
B  Ist,  1,764  =  3,314  lights,  at  12^ 

cents 414  25 

1  box,  16i  X  20,  B  Ist,  25  lights,  at 
22  cents 5  50 

419  75 
20  per  cent.  off. 83  95 

335  80 

Aug.    29.     6  boxes,  12  x  20,  B  Ist,  192   lights, 

at  15  cents 28  80 
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Aug.    29.     5  boxes,  20  x  20,  B  let,  96  lights,  at 

24  cents |23  04 


51  84 

20  per  cent.  off. 10  36 

$4148 


1,034  28 
Received  payment,  ==i 

BAKER  &  BRO. 

Baltimore,  Septeniber  2, 1854. 

OOIOIISSIONER  OF  PATENTS,  U.  S.  PATENT  OFFICE. 

Please  pay  to  the  order  of  Messrs.  Jackson,  Bro.  &  Co.,  one  thou- 
sand and  thirty-four  dollars  and  twenty-eight  cents,  for  value  receiyed, 
being  for  glass  furnished  Patent  Office,  as  per  bill  rendered  and 
receipted. 

|1,034  28.  BAKER  &  BBO. 

[Indorsed:  Jackson,  Bro.  &  Co.] 


VoiAcher  No.  11,  dated  September  6,  1854. 

Patent  Office  to  Railroad  Company,    Dr. 

Freight  on  11  boxes  from  Baltimore $0  91 

Cartage 60 

•  _ 

141 
Received  payment,  :: 

J.  A.  STEPHENSBURG,  Age^. 


Voucher  No.  12,  dated  September  12,  1864. 

U.  8.  Patent  Office  to  Railroad  Co.,    Dr. 
For  transportations  boxes |1  00 

^       Received  payment, 

J.  H.  STEPHENSON,  Agent. 


Voucher  No.  13,  dated  September  20,  1854. 

Hon.  Chas.  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents, 

To  CoLUBiBUS  J.  Stewart,    Dr. 
1854. 
Sept.  20.     For  573  brass  locks  for  cases  in  saloon,  &c.,  of 

Patent  Office  building,  at  |1 |573  00 


I  certify  the  above  to  be  correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 
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Washington,  September  20,  1854. 

Received  of  C.  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  five  hundred  and 
seventy-three  dollars,  being  the  amount  in  full  of  the  above  bill. 

1573.  C.  J.  STEWART. 


Voudier  No.  1,  dated  October  6,  1854, 

^  COMBflSSIONER  OF  PATENTS,  TO  CLABiPITT  &  ReGESTBR,      Dr. 

June  21.  To  336  brass  fastenings. 

4  gross  \\  inch  No.  10  screws |1  72 

Box,  &c 25 

July  31.  To  404  brass  fastenings. 

Aug.  30.  To    60  brass  fastenings. 

800  brass  fastenings,  at  12^0 100  00 

101  97 


Baltimore,  October  6,  1854. 

Received  of  Mr.  Charles  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  one  hun- 
dred and  one  dollars  and  ninety-seven  cents,  in  full  for  the  above  bill. 

CLAMPITT  &  REPESTER. 

The  bill  is  correct.  EDWARD  CLARK, 

Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 


Voucher  No.  2,  dated  October  23,  1859. 

Patent  Office,  bouoiit  by  H.  S.  Davis, 

To  P.  Thtson,     Dr. 
1854. 

March  9.     1  dozen  3^  x  3^  loop  hinges |1  37^ 

May   29.  22  eross  1-inch  screws,  No.  11,  at  40c 8  80 

June  17.     1  Keg  8-penny  nails,  |5  50 ;   3   gross  1-inch 

screws,  at  40c. ,  $1  20 6  70 

168  pounds  glue,  at  20c 33  60 

3  dozen  papers  sprigs,  at  |1  50  per  dozen 4  50 

19.     2  kegs  nails,  |11;  12  papers  sprigs,  $1  50 12  50 

26.  8  gross  2J-inch  screws.  No.  14,  at  $1 8  00 

8  gross  li-inch  screws,  at  55c 4  40 

4  gross  l)t-inch  screws,  at  50c 2  00 

27.  2  kegs  nails 11  00 

28.  2  kegs  nails,  |11;  4  papers  sprigs,  50c 11  50 
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July     7.     3  gross  |-inch  screws,  at  311c |0  94 

10.  12  gross  |-inch  screws,  at  3l{c 3  75 

11.  42  dozen  pairs  3^x3^  loop  hinges,  at  |1  37^...  57  75 
42  gross  screws,  1-inch,  at  40c.  per  gross 16  80 

17.     2  gross  screws,  li-inch,  at  55c.  per  gross 1  10 

6  gross  screws,  ll-inch,  at  55c.  per  gross 3  30 

26.     9  pairs  3ix3i  hinges 1  03 

4  gross  IJ-incn  screws,  at  46c 1  84 

1  gross  1-inch  screws 40 

Aug.    4.     1  gross  screws,  60c.;   (5)  half  dozen   3^x3^ 

hinges,  68Jc 1  ISf 

192  47 
Cb.     By  return  of  1  keg  nails,  $5  50;  18 

papers  sprigs,  $2  25 7  75 


184  72 
Sept.    5.   10  gross  |-inch  screws,  at  31^.,  |3  12;  8  pair 

3ix3J  hinges,  92c.... 4  04^ 

1  gross  l-mch  screws,  37^0.;  (7)  8  brass  buttons 

on  plates,  50c 87^ 

Sept.    7.     1  gross  1-inch  bl'k   screws,  50c.;  4^*^  dozen 

J-inch  screws,  13c 63 

Sept.    9.     4  brass  bolts,  at  18fc.,  75c.;  2  dozen  screws, 

6c.;  5  gross  }-inch  screws,  at  31^c.,  |1  56...  2  37^ 

192  64 


I  believe  the  within  bill  of  hardware,  got  by  H.  8.  Davis,  for  cases 
an  saloon  of  Patent  Office,  to  be  correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 
October  20,  1854. 

Washington,  October  23,  1854. 

Received  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  dollars  and  sixty-four  cents, 
in  fkill  for  the  within  bill. 
|192  64.  POULUS  THYSON. 


Voucher  No.  3,  dated  November  28,  1864. 

Hon.  Charles  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents, 

To  Henry  S.  Davis,      Dr. 

For  four  cases  for  models  on  the  ends  of  gallery  in  east 
wing  of  the  Patent  Office  building,  measuring  for  the 
workmanship  to  $66  87J  each |267  50 

By  discount  irom  measurement  of  25  per  cent 66  87^ 

|200  62| 
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For  872  feet  assorted  pine  for  the  above,  at  4^  cents  per 
foot $39  24 

For  446  feet  4-4  assorted  pine  for  the  above,  at  4 

centsperfoot 17  84 

For  hauling  and  nails 2  00 

$59  08 

259  70^ 

We  hereby  certify  that  we  have  examined  and  measured  the  work 
embraced  in  the  above  estimate,  and  that  it  is  correct. 

JOHN  0.  HARKNESS, 
EDWARD  CLARK, 

Sworn  Measurers, 

I  certify  that  the  work  embraced  in  the  above  bill  was  ordered  by 
the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  and  that  it  is  correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 

Washington,  November  28,  1854. 

Received  of  Charles  Mason^  Commissioner  of  Patents,  two  hundred 
and  fifty  nine  dollars  and  seventy  cents,  in  full  for  the  above  bill. 
$259  70.  H.  8.  DAVIS. 


Voucher  No.  4^  daied  December  1,  1854. 

Commissioner  of  Patents,  per  H.  S.  Davts, 

To  J.  T.  Walker,    Dr. 
1854. 
July  31.     For  the  following  lumber  for  cases  in  saloon  of  east  wing  of 

Patent  Office  building,  viz: 

475  feet  4-4 s.  cuUings,  at  Scents |19  00 

Hauling 25 

19  25 


I  certify  the  above  bill  to  be  correct. 

H.  S.  DAVIS. 

December  1,  1854. 
I  certify  the  above  to  be  correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 

Washington,  December  1,  1854. 

Received  of  C.  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  nineteen  dollars 
and  twenty-five  cents  in  full  for  the  above  bill. 

|19  25.  J.  T.  WALKER. 
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Voucher  No.  5,  dated  December  2,  1834. 

Hon.  Charles  Mason,  Oomxissionsr  of  Patents, 

To  R.  J.  Falconer,    Dr. 

For  one  case  for  models  under  the  gallery  in  the  east  wing 
of  the  Patent  Office  huilding,  measuring  for  the  work- 
manship to  the  sum  of. |92  57 

For  one  do.  do.,  measuring  to 60  60 

For  36^  superficial  feet  panels,  put  in  under  side  of  gallery 

floor,  at  28cents 8  43^ 

For  81|  feet,  lin.,  of  molding  to  do.,  at  3  cents 2  44 

164  05^ 
By  discount  of  20  per  cent,  from  measurement 32  81 

131  24^ 
For  292  feet  4-4  pine  furnished  for  the  above,  at  4 

cents Ill  68 

For  446  feet  6-4  and  8-4  pine  ftirnished  for  the  above, 

at  5  cents 22  30 

For  31  feet  scantling,  at  1^  cents — 46^  cents;  12 

pairs  hinges,  |1  50 1  96^ 

For  If  gross  screws,  at  56  cents — 93  cents ;  4  lbs. 

nails,  at  6  cents — 24  cents 1  17 

Hauling 1  75 

38  86i 

170  11 
For  33  days'  work  of  carpenters,  at|2  50— 182  50 ;  for  hard- 

wareused,  |2  06 84  56 


254  67 


Dbcebiber  2,  1854. 

We  hereby  certify  that  we  have  examined  and  measured  the  work 
and  materials  embraced  in  the  foregoing  estimate,  and  that  the  same 
is  correct. 

JOHN  C.  HARKNESS, 
EDWARD  CLARK, 

SuH>m  MeasurerB, 

I  have  examined  the  above  bill  and  find  it  correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 

Washington,  December  2,  1854. 
Received  of  C.  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  two  hundred  and    | 
fifty-four  dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents,  the  amount  in  full  for  the 
above  bill. 

1254  67.  R.  J.  FALCONER. 
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Voucher  No.  1,  dated-March  27,  1855. 

Mr.  Charles  Mason,  Cobocissioner  of  Patents, 

Bought  of  Baker  &  Bro. 

1854.  (Window-glass.) 

September  25.     7  boxes  10  x  20  B  1st,  each  50  lights=: 

350,  at  124  cents $43  75 

6  ^-boxes  and  2  lights,  16  x  20  B  1st, 

each— 140,  at  22  cents 30  80 

74  55 

20  per  cent.  off. 14  91 

$59  64 

(1  box  2  Its.  16x20  above,  and  2  Its. 
D  T  as  samples.) 
October      26.     610  Its.  10x20  B  1st,  at  12^  cents...       76  25 

25  Its.  16^x20  B  1st,  at  22  cents......         5  50 

81  75 
20  per  cent.  off. 16  35 

65  40 

28.     115  Its.  16^x20  B  1st,  at  22  cents....       25  30 

20  per  cent  off. 5  06 

20  24 

3  boxes,  each  25  lt8.=75 ;  2  boxes, 

each  20  lts.=:40=115  Its.  

145  28 

Ck>rrect ;  used  for  cases  in  the  saloon  in  the  east  wing. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Fatent  Office  Building. 

>145  28.  Baltimore,  March  26,  1855. 

At  sight,  pay  to  the  order  of  ourselves  one  hundred  and  forty-five 
dollars  and  twenty-eight  cents,  value  received,  and  charge  the  same 
to  account  of 

BAKER  &  RRO. 
Hon.  Chas.  Mason, 

Commissioner  of  Fatents,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Voucher  No.  2,  dated  March  27,  1855. 

fion.  Charles  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents, 

To  David  Finch  &  Son,   Dr. 

^or  the  following  painting  to  the  model  cases  and  gallery 
ceiling  of  the  large  room,  east  wing  of  Patent  OflSce 
building,  viz:  1,202  yards  1  coat  plain  painting)  oA*  ^ 
cents %^^^S:^ 
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11,987  yards  thin  coat  plain  painting,  at  15  cents $1,798  (6 

4,1 54|  yards  one  coat  enameled  painting,  at  8  cents 332  33 

10,544  lights  of  glazing,  at  6  cents 632  64 

Five  per  cent,  on  $219  45,  being  the  value  of  the  painting 
of  gallery  ceiling,  allowed  for  extra  work  in  putting  up 

ditto 10  97 

264  lights  of  glass  furnished,  at  20  cents 52  80 

2,886  89 


The  foregoing  work  has  been  examined  and  measured  by  us,  and  we 
certify  that  the  above  estimate  thereof  is  correct. 

JNO.  C.  HARKNESS, 
EDWARD  CLARK, 

Stcom  Measurers, 

Washington,  March  27,  1855. 

Received  of  C.  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  two  thousand  eigh^ 
hundred  and  eighty-six  dollars  and  eighty-nine  cents,  being  payment 
in  full  for  the  aoove  bill. 

$2,886  89.  D.  FINCH  &  SON. 


VcmcJier  No.  23,  dated  March  28,  1855. 

Hon.  Chas.  Mason,  Cobimissioner  of  Patents, 

To  W.  De  Lamano,    Dr. 
1855. 
March  6.  For  graining  cases  and  gallery  in  saloon  of  east 

wing  of  Patent  Office |800  00 

For  painting  6  sky-lights  in  same 112  50 

For  bronzing  railing  and  stairways 163  75 

For  frosting  glass  in  large  cases 24  00 

1,100  25 


Received  of  C.  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  eleven  hundred  dol- 
lars and  twenty-five  cents,  in  full  for  the  above. 
|1,100  25.  WM.  DE  LAMANO. 

The  above  bill  is  correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building, 

$1,100  25.  New  York,  March  24,  1855. 

Pay  at  sight,  to  the  order  of  Pacific  Bank,  eleven  hundred  dollars 
and  twenty-five  cents,  value  received,  and  charge  the  same  to  the 
account  of 

WM.  DE  LAMANO. 
Chas.  Mason,  Esq.,  Commissioner  of  Fatents, 

United  States  Patent  Office,  Washington^  D.  C. 
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Voucher  No.  1,  dated  April  4,  1855. 

Unitbd  States  Patent  Office, 

To  DoNN,  Brother  &  Co.,    Dr.. 
1855. 
March  14.  For  3  dozen  stools  for  the  east  wing  saloon  of  the 

Patent  Office  building,  at  $9 $27  Oa 


Washington,  April  4,  1855. 

Received  of  Charles  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  twenty-seven 
dollars,  payment  in  full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

DONN,  BRO.  &  CO. 


VotuJier  No.  2,  dated  April  10,  1855. 

Hon.  Chas.  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents, 

•  To  Janes,  Bebeb  &  Co.,    Dr. 

For  the  following  iron  work,  east  wing  of  Patent  Office  building : 
1855. 

Jan.    1.  For  990  ft.  railing,  at  $1  10... $1,089 

For  2  pair  iron  stairs,  including  railing  and  all  ex- 
penses, at  |3T5 Y50 

For  4  perforated  iron  can  bottoms 300 

2,139 


I  certify  the  above  to  be  correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Sup't  Patent  Office  Building. 

New  York,  March  24,  1855. 
Received  payment, 

JANES,  BEBEE  &  CO. 


Voucher  No,  3,  daied  May  4,  1855. 

Patent  Office,  to  Hooe,  Bro.  &  Co.     Dr. 
1854. 

Nov.  20.     To    78*  yards  Brussels  carpet,  at  $1  62^ $127  9T 

21.  57}  yards  |  white  matting,  at  37^0 21  48 

Dec.      6.  7|  square  yards  oil-cloth,  at  |1  25 8  88 

1    ropemat 1  25 

15.  2    door  mats,  at  $2 4  00 

Cash  paid  telegraphic  dispatch 63 

27.  3 J  yards  Brussels  carpet,  at  |1  62^ 6  09 

Ex.  Doc.  57 3 


34  CONTRACTS  FOB  SALOONS  OF   PATENT   OFFICE. 

1855. 

Jan.     9.     To  1004  yards  Brussels  carpet,  at  $1  62^ $163  31 

69f  yards  matting,  at  37Ac 26  16 

11.  S\  square  yards  oil-cloth,  at  |1  25 4  45 

12.  474  yards  Brussels  carpet,  at  $1  62i 77  80 

29.             77i  yards  Brussels  carpet,  at  $1  62| 125  94 

80|  yards  Brussels  carpet,  at  |1  62 J 130  40 

Feb.    14.           1574  yards  Brussels  carpet,  at  $1  62| 255  94 

19.              l|  yards  oil-cloth,  at  $1  25 167 

Mar.     3.              2    pieces  carpet  binding,  at  50c 1  00 

April  12.              5    linen  wrappers,  at  25c 1  25 

28.               6f  square  yards  oil-cloth,  at  $1  25 8  34 

1    remnant  oil-cloth 3  00 

May     3.                    Paid  bill  for  making  157^  yards  carpet.  19  63 

989  19 


Washington  City,  May  4,  1855. 

Received  of  C.  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  nine  hundred^nd 
eighty-nine  dollars  and  nineteen  cents,  in  full. 
$989  19.  HOOE,  BRO.  &  CO. 


Vot^her  No,  4,  dcUed  May  4,  1855. 

United  States  Patent  Office,  to  Sarah  Penn,    Dr. 

1865.     For  making  515f  yards  Brussels  carpeting,  at  12^c.. 

per  yard |64  46 

Altering  old  carpet 2  00 

66  46 
Correct — G.  R.  A.  ■ 

Washinoton,  May  3,  1855. 

Received  of  Charles  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  sixty-six  dol- 
lars and  forty-six  cents,  payment  in  fuU^  having  signed  duplicate 
receipts. 

SARAH  PENN. 


Voucher  No,  5,  dated  June  7,  1855. 

Washington,  June  1,  1855. 
Patent  Office,  bought  of  Donn,  Bro.  &  Co. 

April  12.   4  mats,  $5;  2  mats,  $3 |8  00 

2  dozen  stools 18  00 


26  00 
Received  payment,  : 

DONN,  BRO.  &  CO. 
Junk  7, 1855. 
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Voucher  No.  6,  dated  June  25,  1855. 

Hon.  Charles  Mason,  Commissioner  op  Patents, 

To  D.  Finch  &  Son,    Dr. 
1855. 
Jan.      22.  To  reglazing  in  cases  in  saloon  4  lights,  16^  x  20, 

at  37i  cents |1  50 

To  reglazing  in  cases  in  saloon  8  lights,  10  x  20, 

at  25  cents 2  00 

To  reglazing  in  cases  in  saloon  4  lights,  12  x  20, 

atS^cents 1  24 

30.  To  reglazing  in  cases  in  saloon  2  lights,  16^  x  20, 

at  37i  cents 76 

To  reglazing  in  cases  in  saloon  5  lights,  10  x  20, 

at  25  cents 1  25 

tfarch  15.  To  reglazing  in  cases  in  saloon  1  light,  16^  x  20,  37^ 

To  reglazing  in  cases  in  saloon  3  lights,  9  x  20, 

at  25  cents 75 

23.  To  painting  machinist's  room  in  saloon,  2  coats..     10  00 
May       3.  To  numbering  96  cases,  183  numbers,  at  10  cents,     18  30 

29.  To  painting  two  rooms  in  department 24  00 

June      8.  To  painting  three  rooms  in  department 36  00 

96  16^ 

Correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building, 

Washington,  June  25,  1855. 

Received  of  C.  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  ninety-six  dollars 
nnd  sixteen  cents  in  full. 

$96  16.  D.  FINCH  &  SON. 


Voucher  No,  7,  dated  June  2*1  y  1855. 

XTnited  States  Patent  Office, 

To  Hanson  Brooks,     Dr. 

1855.  For  one  cart  load  of  saw-dust $1  50 


Washington,  June  27,  1855. 

Received  of  Charles  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  one  dollar  and 
:fifty  cents,  payment  in  full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 
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Voucher  No.  8,  dcUed  June  28,  1855. 

H.  S.  Davib, 

Bought  op  P.  Thyson,  (use  of  Patent  Office.) 
1854. 
Nov.  22.  8  pair  3^  x  3^  hinges,  at  |1  37  per  dozen,  92  cents; 

1  gross  1-inch  screws,  40  cents |1  32 

1  gross  1^-inch  screws,  55  cents ;  4  papers  sprigs, 

50  cents 1  05 

Dec.  15.  1  gross  f-inch  screws 31J 

2  68^ 

I  certify  that  the  above  bill  was  furnished  by  Mr.  Thyson  for  the 
use  of  the  Patent  Office. 

H.  S.  DAVIS. 
I  certify  the  above  to  be  correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 
Received  payment, 

P.  THYSON. 
Per  F.  I.  MURPHEY. 


Voucher  No,  1,  dated  July  16,  1855. 

July  3,  1855. 
Unitkd  States  Government  (for  Patent  Office) 

Bought  of  Chase  &  Brothers. 
1855. 

May  23.  1  sample  spittoon,  (Patent  Office,) $150 

June    1.  1  yV  dozen  spittoon,  (Patent  Office,) 30  00 

July    3.  4  1*2  dozen  spittoons,  (Patent  Office,) 78  00 

Boxing  spittoons 3  00 

112  50 

Received  payment, 

CHASE  &  BROTHERS. 


Voucher  No.  2,  dated  August  13,  1855. 

S.  T.  Shugert,  Esq.,  Achng  Commissioner  op  Patents, 

To  Cole  &  Crozier,    Dr. 
1855. 
August  13.  Varnishing  cases  and  ceiling  of  gallery  in  the 

saloon  of  east  wing  of  Patent  Office  building...  $150  00 
Varnishing  railing  and  stairways 10  00 

160  00 
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I  certify  the  above  to  be  correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building, 

August  13,  1855. 

Received  of  S.  T.  Shugert,  Acting  Commissioner  of  Patents,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars,  in  full  of  the  above  bill. 

COLE  &  CROZIER. 
$160. 


Voucher  No,  3,  dated  August  18,  1855. 

Washington,  August  IT,  1855. 

S.  T.  Shugert,  Esq.,  Actino  Commissioner  op  Patents, 

To  Howell  &  Morsell,    Dr. 

To  33  gallons  No.  1  flowing  varnish,  at  $2  50  per  gallon $82  50 

1  gallon  boiled  linseed  oil 1  124 

...       1  87i 


3  gallons  spirits  turpentine,  at  62^  cents  per  gallon. 


85  50 


For  cases  in  the  saloon  east  wing  of  the  United  States  Patent  Office 
building. 

The  above  is  correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building, 

August  18,  1855. 
Received  payment  in  full. 
$85  50.  HOWELL  &  MORSELL. 


.     Voucher  No.  1,  dated  February  27,  1856. 

Patent  Office,  (East  Wino,) 

To  Hooe,  Brothers  &  Co.,    Dr. 
1855. 
August  12.  To  150^-  square  yards  oil  cloth,  at  |1  25  per  yard,  $187  81 
Sept.      24.  To  119i^  square  yards  oil  cloth,  at  |l  25  per  yard,     148  89 

336  70 

Received  payment, 

HOOE,  BRO,  &  GO. 
February  27,  1856. 
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Voucher  No.  2,  dated  March  15,  1856. 

United  States  Patent  Office, 

To  Hknry  S.  Davis,  Dr. 
1856. 

March  14.  For  work  done  in  constructing  ten  cases,  for  models,  in  the 

saloon  of  east  wing  of  Patent  Office  building,  as  per 
certificate  of  measurer  annexed $360  84 

Credited  by 
Deduction,  as  per  agreement,  at  25  per  cent 90  21 

270  63 
To  materials  used  in  constructing  the  above  cases  (see 

certificate  annexed) 120  19 

390  82 


The  above  bill  is  correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 

Washington,  March  15,  1856. 

Received  of  Charles  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  three  hun- 
dred and  ninety  dollars  and  eighty-two  cents,  payment  in  full,  having 
signed  duplicate  receipts. 

H.  S.  DAVIS. 

March  14,  1856. 

This  is  to  certify  that  I  have  measured  the  carpenters'  work  done  by 
Henry  S.  Davis,  in  the  ten  cases  placed  on  the  west  side  of  the  saloon 
of  east  wing  Patent  Office  building,  and  find  the  same  to  amount  to 

the  sum  of. $360  84 

Deduct,  per  agreement^  25  per  cent 90  21 

270  63 
I  have  also  measured  and  valued  the  lumber  and  hardware 
furnished  by  H.  S.  Davis,  in  constructing  said  cases,  and  find 
the  same  to  be  worth 120  19 

390  82 


i 


JOHN  C.  HARKNESS, 

Sworn  Measurer. 
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Voucher  No,  1,  dated  April  14,  1856. 

V 

Hon.  Charles  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents, 

To  Cole  &  Crozibr,    Dr. 
1856. 

April  14.  For  painting  and  graining  six  cases  in  saloon  of  east  wing 

of  Patent  Office  building $111  00 


The  above  is  correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building, 

Washington,  April  14,  1856. 

Received  one  hundred  and  eleven  dollars,  payment  in  full  of  the 
above  account. 

$111.  COLE  &  CROZIER. 


Voucher  No,  2,  dated  April  19,  1856. 

Mr.  Edward  Clark,  Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building, 

Bought  of  Baker  &  Bro. 

320  lights,  11 J  X  20,  first  Baltimore  glass,  at  15c $48  00 

Drayage 25 

48  25 

Received  payment, 

BAKER  &  BRO. 


Voucher  No,  3,  date  June  9,  1856. 

United  States  Patent  Office, 

To  C.  J.  Stewart,    Dr. 

For  locks  furnished  for  cases  in  the  saloon  of  the  east  wing  : 

1855.  February  11.  10  case  locks,  at  $1 $10  00^ 

1856.  March       18.  20  case  locks,  at  $1 20  00 

30  00 


Washington,  received  of  Charles  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents, 
thirty  dollars,  payment  in  full,  having  signed  d\i^Uc«AA  t^^^v^. 

1 


M 


40 
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Baltimore,  June  7, 1856. 

Pay  to  the  order  of  Samuel  Harris  &  Sons,  thirty  dollars,  value 
received,  which  place  to  account  of 

C.  J.  STEWABT. 
Hon.  C.  Mason, 

Commissioner  of  PcUeniSy  Washington. 


I 


Vottcher  No.  4,  dated  June  16,  1866. 

United  States  Patent  Office, 

To  Robert  Holland,   Dr. 
1856. 

June  16.     For  whitewashing  in  the  east  wing,  7  rooms $21  00 

For  whitewashing  upper  passage  same 15  00 

For  whitewashing  upper  passage  entry 5  00 

For  whitewashing  1  room  in  new  building 5  00 

$46  00 

Correct — G.  R.  A. 

Washington,  June  16, 1856. 

Received  of  Charles  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents  forty  six  dol- 
lars, payment  in  full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

ROBERT  M    HOLLAND. 

mark. 

Witness:  A.  Bowen. 


Voucher  No.  1,  dated  July  10,  1856. 


United  States  Patent  Office, 
1856. 


To  William  M.  Ellis  &  Bro.,    Dr. 


June  17.     For  two  dozen  spittoons  at  $33  per  dozen $66  00 


Correct— G.  R.  A. 

Washington,  July  8,  1856. 

Received  of  Charles  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents  sixty-six  dol- 
lars, payment  m  ?\xV\,\i«bN*Yii^  ^\^\iQd  duplicate  receipts. 


nil 


ipts 


^\\XX^:^^.>SX2US  &  BRO. 
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V<mcher  No,  2,  dated  August  4,  1856. 

United  States  Patent  Office,  (East  Wing,) 

To  HooE,  Bro.  &  Co.,  Dr. 
1856. 

March  1.     To  8  square  yards  oil-cloth  at$l  25 $10  00 

28.     To  85A  yards  cocoa  matting  at  75  cts 64  13 

June  25.     To  20^  yards  oil-cloth  at  $1  25 25  31 

July     7.     To  1  lot  linen  wrapping 3  00 

1.     To  85^  yards  cocoa  matting  at  75  cts 63  94 

$166  38 

Washington  City,  August  4,  1860. 

Beceived  of  Charles  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  one  hundred 
and  sixty  six-dollars  and  thirty-eight  cents,  in  full  for  the  above  account. 
$166  38.  HOOE,  BRO.  &  CO., 

Per  W.  H.  COMPTON. 


VoucJier  No.  3,  dated  August  19,  1856. 

United  States  Patent  Office, 

To  Janes,  Bebee  &  Co.,    Dr. 
1854. 
Aug.  4.     For  making  pattern  for  one  bracket  for  saloon  of 

east  wing  of  Patent  Office  building $25  00 

For  making  one  casting  from  same 15  00 


40  00 
The  above  is  correct.  ' 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 

Washington,  August  19,  1856. 
Received  of  Charles  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  forty  dollars, 
payment  in  full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

JANES,  BEBEE  &  CO. 


Voucher  No.  4,  dated  August  27,  1856. 

United  States  Patent  Office,  (East  Wing,) 

1856.  To  W.  H.  Harrover,    Dr. 

Aug.  6.     To  10  large  cast-iron  spittoons,  at  $2  75 $27  50 

25.     To  2  do  do  do 5  50 


33  00 
Received  payment,  : 

AvQVST  27,  1856. 
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Voucher  No.  5,  dated  September  IS,  1856. 

United  Statk  Patent  Office, 

To  Provbst,  Winter  &  Co.,    Dr. 
1856. 
Sept.  10.     For  52  feet  marble  tiling  m  saloon  of  east  wing  of 

PatentOfSce  building,  at  |1  25 $65  00 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
SuperifUeitdent  Patent  Office  Bwldag. 

Washxnqton,  September  15,  1856. 
Received  of  Charl.ea  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  sixty-ETc 
dollars,  pavment  in  full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

PRO  VEST,  WINTER  St  CO. 


Voucher  No.  1,  dated  November  12,  1866. 

Patent  OmcB,  (EastWino,) 
1856.  To  HooB,  Beo  &  Co.,    Dr. 

Aug.    6.     To  1}  pounds  twine,  at  T5  cents $1  13 

6  large  needles,  at  3  cents 18 

$131 

28.  16  yards  4-4  cocoa  matting,  at  75  cents 12  00 

Sept.  17.  50  square  yards  oil-cloth,  at  $1  25...       62  50 

120  yards  4-4  matting,  at  37i  cents..       45  00 

107  50 

Oct.     3.  1  table  cover 5  60 

3  yards  10-4  cotton,  at  371 1  13 

663 

10.          3  slips  thread,  at  10  cents 30 

14.          79J  yards  velvet  carpet,  st  (2 159  00 

17.  3J  square  yards  oil  cloth,  (1  26 4  IT 

69}  yards  Brussels  carpet,|l  50 104  63 

18.  13|  yards  cotton  desk  covering,  at  12)  cents...  1  69 
I  pound  carpet  thread,  at  |1  25 |0  63 

1  [Wper  neeales 6 

— .  69 

4  slips  thread,  at  12j  cents 50   ' 

21.  70}  yards  Brussels  carpet,  at  tl  50 106  13 

22.  7  slips  thread,  at  12)  cents 88   j 

23.  10  yards  brown  linen,  at  25  cents 2  50 

26.  1  table  cover 2  25   i 

74|  yards  Brussels  carpet,  at  $1  60 112  13  1 

31.          38f do do 57  38  j 

1  cocoa  mat,  $1  50  j  28  square  yards  oil-cloth,  | 

at$l  25,  $35 36  50  I 

Nov.  11.          47J  yards  Brussels  carpet,  at  $1  50 71  81 

788  00 
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November  12, 1856. 

Received  payment  in  full  for  the  above  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight  dollars. ' 

HOOE,  BKO.  &  CO., 
Per  W.  H.  COMPTON. 


Voucher  No.  2,  dated  November  29,  1856. 

United  States  Patent  Office,  (East  Wing,) 

To  H.  S.  Davis,  Dr. 
1856. 

Oct,    18.     To  2  carpenters,  2  days'  work  each,  at  $2  50 $10  00 

75  feet  grooved  shelving,  materials,  &c 9  00 

64  feet  strips  for  matting,  at  7  cents 4  48 

6  feet  round  rods,  at  25  cents ,  1  50 

Nails  and  cartage 1  00 

27.  6  feet  clamped  cutting  hoard,  at  25  cents 1  50 

Envelope  pattern 75 

87  feet  strip  for  carpeting,  at  5  cents 4  35 

Nov.     8.           64 do do do. 3  20 


$35  78 


Washington,  November  29,  1856. 

Received  of  Charles  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  thirty-five 
dollars  and  seventy-eight  cents,  payment  in  full,  having  signed  du- 
plicate receipts. 

H.  S.  DAVIS. 


Voucher  No.  1,  dated  January  26,  1857. 

United  States  Patent  Office,  (East  Wing,) 

To  Mart  Brown,      Dr. 

1856. 
For  making  and  cutting  380  yards  velvet  and  Brussels  car- 
pet, at  20  cents  peryard $76  00 


Correct — G.  R.  A. 

Washington,  January  26,  1857. 

Received  of  Charles  Mason »  Commissioner  of  Patents,  seventy-six 
dollars,  payment  in  full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

MARY  B^OWN. 
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Voucher  No.  2,  dated  March  25,  185*7. 

United  Statk  Patent  Office, 

To  John  Hodgeinson,  Dr. 

1857. 

For  two  dozen  cane-seat  arm  chairs,  (office,)  at  $40  00    $80  00 
For  one  dozen  wood-seat  arm  chairs,  (office,)  at  $30  00      30  00 


Correct— G.  R.  A.  110  00 


Washington,  March  25, 1857. 

Received  of  Charles  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  one  hnDdred 
find  ten  dollars,  payment  in  full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

JOHN  HODGKINSON. 


Voucher  No.  1,  dated  May  21,  1857. 

TJkited  States  Patent  Office,  (East  Wino,) 

ToHooE,  Bro.  &  Co.,   Dr. 

1856. 

Ifovember  14.     To  26^  yards  square  oil  cloth,  at  |1| $32  92 

15.     To  47^  yards  Huckaback  toweling,  at  25  cents  11  88 

To  2^  yards  crimson  cord ,  at  6J  cents 16 

To  2  crimson  tassels,  at  25  cents 50 

December     6.     To  2  jute  mats,  at  $1 2  00 

Correct— G.  R.  A.  47  46 


Washinoton  City,  D.  C,  May  21,  1857. 
Received  payment, 

HOOE,  BRO.  &  CO. 
Per  W.  H.  COMPTON. 


Voucher  No.  1,  dated  July  3,  1857. 

United  States  Patent  Office, 

To  Robert  Holland,    Dr. 

1857. 
-June  30.     For  whitewashing  one  long  passage  new  building    $25  00 
For  whitewashing  two  short  passages  new  build- 
ing        14  00 

39  OO 
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Washington,  June  30,  1857. 

Received  of  Charles  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  thirty-nine 
dollars,  payment  in  full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

his 

ROBERT  X  HOLLAND. 

mark. 

Witness:  S.  M.  Polls. 


'     Voucher  No.  2,  dated  July  15,  1857. 

United  Statbs  Patent  Office,  (East  WinoO 

To  Z.  D.  GiLMAN,     Dr. 
1857. 
-July  7.  For  125  lights,  15^  x  28^,  double-thick  French  glass, 

at|l  U $142  50 

For  9  lights,  17  x  28J,  double-thick  French  glass,  at 

li  23 11  or 

For  18  lights,  15Jx  26J,  double-thick  French  glass, 
at  $1 18  OO 

For  2  lights,  18  x  24,  double-thick  French  glass,  at 
$1 2  00 

For  12  lights,  15^x20^,  double-thick  French  glass, 
at  65  cents 7  80 


ft 


181  37 
Less  20  per  cent,  discount 36  2T 

145  10 
For  26  lights,  rolled  rough  glass,  76ixl9,  Eng- 
lish thick;   66  lights,   54x21i;   5   lights,   48 x 
16J  ==  819xVr  ft.,  at  45  cents 368  71 

513  81 


Washington,  July  15,  1857. 

Received  of  Charles  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  five  hundred 
^nd  thirteen  dollars  and  eighty-one  cents,  payment  in  full,  having 
►igned  duplicate  receipts. 

Z.  D.  GILMAN. 


Voucher  No.  3,  dated  July  25,  1857. 

S^on.  Chas.  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents, 

To  Jno.  S.  Finch,     Dr. 

1857. 
^uly    20.  To  glazing  81  lights,  15^x28}  and  17x28^,  at  |1...$81  00 
To  glazing    6  lights,  15^x26},  at  %\ 6  00 
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July   20.  To  glazing  14  lights,  15}x21,  (glass  and  glazing,)  at 

$1  25 |1U0 

To  glazing  24  lights,  75^x19,  bedding  and  glazing 
skylight,  at  $2 48  00 

To  glazing  64  lights,  21f  x54,  (east  wing,)  four  sky- 
lights bedded,  at  $1  50 96  00 

To  painting  5  skylights,  at  $1  50 7  50 

To  glazing  4  lights,  skylights,  10x48  in.,  at  $1 4  00 

260  00 

Correct — G.  R.  A. 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  25, 1857. 
Received  payment, 

JNO.  S.  FINCH. 


VoiLcher  No.  1,  dcUed  August  22,  1857. 

United  States  Patent  Office,  (East  Wing,) 

To  John  8.  Finxjh,    it. 

For  glazing    1  light,   18x24,  in  case |u  75 

For  glazing  12  lights,  16x20,  in  case,  at  50  cents 6  00 

Painting,  graining,  and  varnishing  2  cases,  in  east  wing 12  00 

18  75 

Washington,  August  22,  1857. 

Received  of  Acting  Commissioner  of  Patents  eighteen  dollars  and 
seventy-five  cents,  payment  in  full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

JNO.  8.  FINCH. 


Voucher  No,  2,  dated  August  27,  1857. 

United  States  Patent  Office, 

To  Sarah  Penn,    Dr. 
1856. 

Dec.    6.  For  making  80^  yards  carpeting,  at  12^  cents $10  03 

For  binding  20  yards  carpeting,  at  12^  cents 2  50 

May  14.  For  sewing  320  yards  matting,  at  12^  cents 40  00 

52  53 

Correct— G.  R.  A. 
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Washington,  August  4,  1857. 

ceived  of  Acting  CommiBsioner  of  Patents  fifty-two  dollars  and 
three  cents^  payment  in  full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

SARAH  PENN. 


Vofocher  No,  1,  dated  September  19,  1857. 

Unitbd  Statbs  Patent  Office,  to  John  S.  Finch,    Dr. 

7. 

.  18.   For  the  following  glazing  and  painting,  done  on  the  east 
wing  Patent  OflSce  building,  viz: 
Glazing    1  light  glass  in  bulkhead,  12x  20.........       $0  75 

Glazing  15  lights  in  cr.  sash,  gable  end  of  building, 

at 50c 7  50 

Painting,  4  coats,  zinc,  large  bulkhead,  and  glazing 

the  same  with  enamel  glass 94  00 

Painting  with  4  coats,  zinc,  bulkhead  in  the  mes- 
senger's room,  add  glazing  the  same  with 
enamel  glass 75  00 

177  25 
•rrect.  : 

EDWARD  CLARK, 

Sup't  Patent  Office  Building. 

Washington,  September  19,  1857. 

^ved  of  Charles  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  one  hundred 
seventy-seven  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents,  payment  in  full, 
ng  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

JOHN  S.  FINCH. 


Voucher  No.  3,  dated  September  4,  1857. 

United  States  Patent  Office,  to  Schutter  &  Kahlert,     Dr. 

7. 

.  4.    For  painting,  fresco,  the  following  rooms  at  east  wing  Patent 

Office  building,  viz : 

3  rooms,  fancy,  at  $40 $120  00 

4  rooms,  plain,  at  |8 32  00 

1  room,  small 4  00 

Scaffolding 8  00 

164  00 
) rrect  ~ 

EDWARD  CLARK, 

Sup't  Patent  Ofice  Building. 


I 


* 
■  , 


I 


48  CONTRACTS  FOB  SALOONS  OF  PATENT  OFFICE. 

Washington,  September  4, 1857. 

Received  of  acting  Commissioner  of  Patents,  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  dollars,  payment  in  full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

SCHUTTER  &  KAHLERT. 


Voucher  No.  4,  dated  September  9,  1857. 

Unttbd  States  Patent  Office,  to  W.  H.  Harrovee,    Dr. 
1857. 

Aug.  13.  To  1  lar^e  watering-pot $1  25 

22.         Covering  stand  with  zinc,  $3  75;  tube  50c 4  25 

Rim  all  around ^ 2  25 

25.  137  pounds  pipe,  at  16c 21  92 

4  heavy  eloows 5  25 

2  hands  putting  up  pipe 2  25 

26.  49  pounds  iron  hot-air  pipe,  at  16c 7  84 

77  pounds  pipe,  at  16c 12  32 

2  heavy  elbows,  at  $1  31J 2  62 

28.  3  heavy  elbows,  at  $1  25 3  75 

130  pounds  pipe,  at  16c 20  80 

84  50 

September  9,  1857. 
r  Received  payment, 

:!  W.  H.  HARROVER. 

I  Correct— G.  R.  A. 


Voucher  No,  1,  dated  October  28,  1857. 

United  States  Patent  Office, 

To  F.  MoHUN,    Dr. 
1857. 
July    15.  193  feet  best  white  pine  lumber  for  cases,  at  5  cts. .      $9  65 

20  feet  broad  molding,  at  5  cents 1  00 

18  feet  small  molding,  at  3  cents 54 

!  6  lbs.  nails,  25  cents;  hardware  for  doors,  $1 90,        2  15 

7  days'  work  of  carpenters,  at  $2  50 17  50 

;  1  hat  rack 1  00 

j  August  13.    2\  days  carpenters'  work  altering  book-case,  at 

[  |2  50 5  62 

I  October  23.  Repairing  old  case 2  00 

Two  bulkhead  doorway  across  passage,  measuring 

for  the  work $120  19 

16  per  cent,  deducted  as  per  contract...       19  23 

100  96 
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ober  23.  Materials  for  the  same $6T  1& 

One   panel  stand    for  water-cooler,   measuring 

for  work $5  53 

20percent.  deducted 1  10 

4  43 

Materials  for  the  same 3  75 

65  feet  carpet  strips,  at  8  cents 5  20 

220  95 

Jorrect. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 

leceived  payment  this   28th  day  of  October,  two    hundred  and 
nty  dollars  and  ninety-five  cents. 

FRANCIS  MOHUN. 


Voucher  No.  2,  dated  November  2,  1857. 

[TED  States  Patent  Office, 

To  HooB,  Bro.  &  Co.,  Dr. 

857. 

gust  20.    To  120  yards  white  matting,  at  42^  cents $51  00 

22.    To  12  pieces  matting  binding,  at  25  cents 3  00 

27.    To  131  yards  velvet  carpet,  at  $2  25 294  75 

To  125J  yards  velvet  carpet,  at  $2  50 314  38 

To  3f  square  yards  oil-cloth,  at  $1  25 4  45 

t.        1.    To  8  yards  linen  burlaps,  at  18J 1  50 

19.    To  7  yards  Brussels  carpet,  at  $1  50 10  50 

To  56    do        do            do      at  $1  50 84  00 

21.    To  2  lbs.  carpet  thread,  at  $1 2  00 

To  1  paper  needles,  at  6J  cents 6 

24.    To  43^  yards  satin  laine,  at  $2  50 108  75 

To  60  yards  curtain  gimp,  at  37^  cents 22  50 

To90f  yards  curtain  cambric,  at  12^  cents 11  34 

To  94 J  yards  interlining,  at  10  cents 9  47 

To  10  yards  tassel  loops,  at  $1  25 12  50 

To  10  yards  tassel  hooks,  nt  18J  cents 1  88 

To  1  dozen  spools  cotton,  at  60  cents 60 

To  2  pieces  colored  t^pe,  at  12^  cents 25 

To5Wendon  cornices,  at  $8  50 42  50 

;ober    1.    To  22  f  yards  oil-cloth,  at  $1  25 28  33 

To  1  door  mat 4  00 


>)rrect— G.  R.  A.  1,007  76 


November  2,  1857. 
Received  payment, 

HOOE,  BRO.  &  CO. 

Ex.  Doc.  57 4 


w 


? 


60 
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Voucher  No,  3,  dated  November  7,  1857. 


United  Stater  Patent  Office, 
1857. 


To  W.  H.  Harboveb,   Dr. 


August  25.  137  11)8.  pipe,  at  18  cents,  $24  66  ;  four  heayj 

elbows,  at  $5  25 $29 

Half  day,  two  hands,  putting  up  pipe 3  M 

26.  49  lbs.  iron  hot-air  pipe,  at  18  cents 8  82 

77  lbs.  pipe  at  18  cents 13  86 

2  heavy  elbows,  at  $1  31^ ^  ^ 

28.3    do        do            do        3  94 

130  lbs.  pipe,  at  18  cents 23  40 

27  lbs.*      do        do          4  86 

Elbow 50 

Half  day,  two  hands,  fitting  up  pipe 3  00 

October    2.  117  lbs.  heavy  pipe,  at  18  cents 2106 

7.  30  fire  brick,  at  6^  cents 1  87J 

19.  1  grate,  $20,  (24  ;)  stove,  $15 35  00 

27.  Half  day^  one  hand,  cleaning  out  dirt  and  re- 

moving old  castings 1 50 

Piece  pipe  for  stove,  $1 ;  cuttine  hole,  $1 2  00 

29.  Half  day,  two  hands,  cleaning  flue 3  00 


.( 


The  above  is  correct. 


158  00 


EDWARD  CLARK. 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building, 


Received  payment. 


November  7, 1857. 
W.  H.  HARROVEB. 


Voucher  No.  4,  dated  November  27, 1857. 

East  Wing  United  States  Patent  Office, 

To  John  S.  Finch,    Dr. 
1857. 
October  13.     To  glazing  and  painting  11  lights  in  skv-light, 

$2  50 ' $27  50 

To  glazing  and  painting  3  lights  in  sky-light, 

$1  50 4  50 

To  glazing  and  painting  1  light  in  sky-light, 

circular 1  00 

To  painting  31  giltNos.,  25  cts 7  75 

17.     To  glazing  2  lights  12  x  14  glass 75 

To  glazing  1  light  17  x  28  gla^s 2  W 

To  painting  case  in  Doctor  Foreman's  room, 
2  coats 4  00 
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er  17.     To  glazing  1  light  15  x  26  glass |1  50 

To  painting  nnd   graining  2  cases  in  Doctor 

Foreman's  room,  &c T  00 


56  00 


rect— G.  R.  A. 

Received  payment, 

JOHN  S.  FINCH. 


EAST  WING. 

FoucJier  No.  1,  daied  January  29,  1858. 

D  States  Patent  Office, 

To  HooE,  Brother  &  Co.,    Dr. 
>7. 

er    7.     To  52f  square  vards  oil-cloth,  at  $1  25 $65  28 

To  2  tufiFted  rugs,  at  $5  00 10  00 

9.     To  2  packs  pins,  at  $1  00 2  00 

12.     To  75i  yards  tapestry  carpet,  at  $1  50 112  69 

14.     To  72f  yards  Brussels  carpet,  at  |1  50 108  37 

To  85  yards  Brussels  carpet,  at  1  50 127  50 

19.     To  1  tufiFted  rug,  at  $5  00 5  00 

To  1  pound  thread 1  25 

.     20.     To  1  pound  thread 125 

23.     To  79J  yards  tapestry  Brussels,  at  $1  50 119  63 

To  81 J  yards  tapestry  Brussels,  at  $1  50 122  00 

To  1  piece  carpet  binding 75 

To  cash  paid  cartage  on  oil-cloth 35 

30.     To  1  gross  curtain  rings 50 

28.     To  47 J  yards  Brussels  carpet,  at  |1  50 70  80 

747  45 

Received  payment, 

HOOE,  BRO.  &  Co. 
iUARY  29, 1858. 


Voucher  No.  2,  dated  January  29,  1858. 

SD  States  Patent  Office,  (East  Wing,) 

To  Sarah  Penn,    Dr. 
.7. 
(laking  680  yards  Brussels  carpet,  at  20  cents  per  yard |136 
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Washington,  January  29, 1858. 

Received  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  one  hundred  and  thirtj- 
six  dollars^  payment  in  full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

SARAH  PENN. 


k 


iH 


\  Voucher  No.  3,  dated  March  10,  1858. 

I  United  States  Patent  Office, 

To  Anthony  Buchlbt,  Dr. 
1857. 

January  31.     To  writing  table Ill  00 

July        27.     To  mahogany  table  and  case  for  table 40  ^ 

To  repairing  case-doors,  splicing,  and  putting 

on  bolts '. 100 

To  neat  cherry  ladder 4  00 

To  75  feet  of  divisions,  at  15  cents 11  '^ 

To  30  feet  slipped  shelorig,  at  20  cents 6  00 

To  48  feet  divisions  scolloped,  at  12  cents...        5  f^ 

To  144  grooves,  at  5  cents 1 20 

To  taking  out  interior  of  case,  putting  on 

hooks  and  eyes,  and  fitting  10  grooves 1  ^ 

September  12.  To  rubbing  down  and  varnishing  sofa 1  ^ 

To  rubbing  down  and  varnishing  6  chairs....        3  00 
To   rubbing  down  and   varnishing  2  large 

chairs 1 50 

To  rubbing  down  and  varnishing  1  arm  chair,        1  ^ 
To  rubbing  down  and  varnishing  2  large  ta- 
bles and  cases,  at  $3 '    6  00 

To  putting  lining  inside  of  small  case  doors,  1  ^ 
To  putting  lining  inside  of  4  lar^e  case  doors,  2  00 
To  covering  2  tables  with  blue  cloth,  putting 

on  molding,  &c.,  at  |6  50 13  00 

To  furnishing  and  putting  on  table-cover, 

moldings,  &c 2  50 

To  restumng  back  and  cushion  of  revolving 

chair,  and  covering  same 2  50 

To  repairing  3  mahogany  chairs,  at  75  cents  2  25 

To  repairing  large  mahogany  chair. 1  25 

To  repairing,  furnishing,  and  putting  iron 

braces  on  center  table 2  00 

To  rubbing  and  varnishing4chairs,at50cents,  2  00 

To  hanging  4  window-shades,  furnishing  cord, 

&c 1  25 

To  rubbing  down  and  varnishing  table 1  50 

To  repairing,  putting  new  back  on  sofa,  rub- 
bing down  and  varnishing  sofa 2  50 

To  furnishing  blue  cloth  and  putting  it  on 

table,  moldings,  &c 6  50 

To  rubbing  down  and  varnishing  tables  and 
cases 1  75 
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2.  To  liinushing  and  putting  new  cover  nn  table,         |2  50 
To  repairing  castor  and  putting  it  on  chair, 

(contingent) 14 

To  hanging  2  large  maps S4 

To  repairing  case  by  putting  in  new  foot 50 

6.  To  fixing  and  raising  oak  chaira,  and  furnish- 
ing and  putting  on  Blake's  brass  wheel 

outers 3  25 

To  putting  Blake's  brass  wheel  casters  on 

table 1  50 

To  large  mahogany  table,  extra  finish,  five 
drawers,  carters,  ferrules,  and  covered  with 

fine  blue  cloth 47  50 

To  furnishing  and  putting  on  8  brass  cup- 
board locks,  (contingent) 6  00 

,     To  mahogany  movable  book-stand 18  00 

.     To  writing  table 18  00 

To  addition  to  table,  by  making  leaf  6  feet 
long  and  21  inches  wide,  covered  with 
moldings,    hinges,    guides,    bearers,    &c., 

(contingent) 

2,  To  mahogany  tables  with  ferrules,  casters,  &c. , 

(contingent) 

To  rubbing  down  and  varnishing  table 


Deduct  from  above  amount  items  marked 
contingent 


WASniNOTON,  March  in 
of  Joseph  Holt,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  the  si 
d  thirty-iivc  dollars  and  seventy  cents,  in  full  for  tbc  lore- 

ANTHONY  BUCHLEY. 


WEST  WINQ. 

Voucher  No.  1,  dated  November  19,  1857- 

Tss  Patent  Office, 

To  Edward  Clark,     Dr. 

9.     For  expenses  visiting  New  York  in  relation 
to  cases  for  saloon  of  west  wing  Patent 

Office  building,  464  miles,  at  10  cents (46  40 

For  1  day's  detention 3  00 
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Washington,  November  19, 1857. 

Received  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  forty-nine  dollars  and  forty 
cents,  payment  in  full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

EDWARD  CLARK. 
Pay— S.  T.  S. 


Voucher  No.  1,  dcUed  January  29,  1858. 

Unitkd  States  Patent  Office,  to  Fitzhuoh  Coyle  &  Brc,    Dr. 

1857. 
Dec.  7-   To  55,755  feet  4-4  white  pine,  at  $40  per  1,000  feet,  |2,230  20 

8,222  feet  10-4  white  pine,  at  50  per  1,000  feet,        411  10 
6,050  feet  8-4  white  pine,  at  50  per  1,000  feet,       302  50 

2,943  80 
The  above  is  correct.  - 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Paient  Office  Building, 

Received  of  J.  Holt,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  twenty-nine  hundred 
and  forty-three  dollars  and  eighty  cents,  in  full  of  above  account. 

FITZHUGH  COYLE  &  BRO. 
January  29,  1858. 


Voucher  No.  2,  dated  February  4,  1858. 

United  States  Patent  Office,  to  Giles  W.  Ordway,    Dr. 
1858. 
Feb.  5.   For  putting  up  55,750  feet  of  lumber  into  saloon  of  west 

wing  of  Patent  Office  building,  for  cases,  at  $1  per  M...$55  75 


Correct.  EDWARD  CLARK, 

Superintendent  Patent  Office  Budding. 

Washington,  February  8,  1858. 

Received  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  fifty-five  dollars  and  sev- 
enty-five cents,  payment  in  full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

GILES  W.  ORDWAY. 


Correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 


Voucher  No.  1,  dated  ApiHl  12,  1858. 

United  States  Patent  Office,  to  Giles  W.  Ordway,    Dr. 
1858.  I 

April  12.  For  53  days'  work  by  laborers,  at  taking  lumber,  sash, 

and  glass  into  the  saloon  of  the  west  wing  of  Patent  j 

Office  building,  for  cases,  at  $1  25 $66  25     > 
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Washington,  April  12,  1858. 

Beceived  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  sixty-six  dollars  and 
twenty-five  cents,  payment  in  full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

G.  W.  ORDWAY. 


Voticher  No.  2,  dated  April  24,  1858. 

United  States  Patent  Office,  to  Z.  D.  Gilbian,    Dr. 
1858. 
April  1.  For  150  boxes  first  quality  Baltimore  glass : 

For  10,000  lights,  ^  x  20,  at  15c.  per  light $1,500  00 

For  800  lights,  16^  x  20,  at  27c.  per  light 216  00 

1,716  00 
Less  20  percent,  discount 343  20 

1,372  80 

Correct.  EDWARD  CLARK,  '~'\ 

Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 

Washington,  April  24,  1858. 

Received  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  thirteen  hundred  and 
seventy-two  dollars  and  eighty  cents,  payment  in  full,  having  signed 
duplicate  receipts. 

Z.  D.  GILMAN. 


Voucher  No.  3,  dated  April  29,  1858. 

Patent  Office,  (West  Wino,) 

To  Washington  and  Baltimore  Railroad  Co.  ,    Dr. 
1858. 

April  12.     To  freight  on  13  boxes $3  86 

To  charges  paid  in  Baltimore 7  14 

Cartage 1  50 


12  50 

Correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building, 
Received  payment, 

EDW.  E.  GILBERT, /or  Jyen^. 
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Voucher  No.  4,  dated  May  1,  1858. 

United  States  Patent  Office,  (West  Wing,) 

To  FrrzHUOH  CJoyle  &  Bro.,    Dr. 
1858. 
Jan.     22.     To  5,031  feet  4-4  picked  selects,  at  $40  per  1,000 

feet $201  24 

23.  1,492  feet  4-4  picked  selects,  at  $40  per  1,000 

feet 59  68 

29.  3,559  feet  2|-iQcli  merchantable  white  pine, 

$50  per  1,000  feet 177  95 

7,693  feet  5-4  heart  flooring,  at  $45  per  1,000 
feet 346  19 

30.  4,013  feet  5-4  heart  flooring,  at  $45  per  1,000 

feet 180  59 

Feb.       8.  1,922  feet  3  x  4  picked  Carolina,  at  $35  per 

1,000  feet 67  27 

9.  2,509  feet  5-4  h^rt  flooring,  at  $45  per  1,000 

feet 112  90 

11.  2,066  feet  5-4  heart  flooring,  at  $45  per  1,000 

feet 92  97 

March  16.  536  feet  4-4  picked  selects,  at  $40  per  1,000 

feet 26  24 

23.  130  feet  select  Carolina,  at  $35  per  1,000  feet        4  55 

25.  762  feet  4-4  picked  selects,  at  $40  per  1,000 

feet 30  48 

72  feet  3  X  4-inch  studs,  at  $15  per  1,000  feet        1  08 
613  feet  4-4  culls,  at  $17y^  per  1,000  feet ....       10  73 
27.  844  feet  4x6  select  white  pine,  at  $35  per 

1,000  feet 29  54 

240  feet  12-foot  studs,  at  $15  per  1,000  feet...        3  60 
25  feet  5x6  Carolina,  at  $30  per  1,000  feet..  75 

29.  466  feet  6-4  merchantable  white  pine,  at  $50 

per  1,000  feet 23  20 

3,520  feet  Norway,  at  $20  per  1,000  feet 70  40 

30.  1,216  feet  4  X  6  white  pine,  at  $35  per  1,000 

feet 42  56 

2,940  feet  3  x  41  picked  Carolina,  at  $35  per 

1,000  feet 102  90 

7,023  feet  6-4  merchantable  white  pine,  at  $50 

1,000  feet 815  15 

31 .  4,037  feet  6-4  merchantable  white  pine,  at  $50 

per  1,000  feet 201  85 

1 ,952  feet  3x4  Norway,  at  $20  per  1 ,000  feet.  39  04 

April     1.          312  feet  4-4  cuUings,  at  $17  50  per  1,000  feet  5  46 

100  feet  studs,  at  $15  per  1,000  feet 1  50 

2.  950  feet  5-4  clear  Carolina,  at  $35  per  1,000 

feet 33  25 

5.  2,560  feet  3x8  Norway  joists,  per  $20  per 

feet 51  20 


\ 
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April     6.     To  2,174  feet  3  x  12  x  14  white  pine,  at  $35  per 

1,000  feet $76  09 

13.  2,301  feet  3x6  white  pine,  at  $35  per  1,000 

feet 80  54 

4,236  feet  picked  selects,  at  $40  per  1,000  feet.  169  44 

2,594  44 


The  ahove  hill  of  lumber  has  been  furnished  by  the  Messrs.  Coyle 
for  the  casing  and  gallery  in  the  west  wing  of  the  Patent  Office  build- 
ing,  and  is  correct. 

H.  S.  DAVIS. 

April  30,  1858. 

• 

Correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 

Received  of  J.  Holt,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  (May  1,)  twenty-five 
hundred  and  ninety-four  dollars  and  forty-four  cents. 

FITZHUGH  COYLE  &  BRO. 


Voucher  No.  5,  dated  May  18,  1858. 

Unitbd  States  Patent  Office, 

To  Railroad  Company,  Dr. 
1858. 

May.     To  freight  on  14  pieces  castings  and  1  hox $1  87 

To  charges  paid  in  Baltimore 8  43 

To  cartage 60 

To  freight  on  12  pieces  castings 1  50 

To  charges  paid  in  Baltimore 7  00 

To  cartage 50 


19  80 


Voucher  No,  6,  dated  May  18,  1858. 

United  States  Patent  Office, 

To  Henry  Lewis,     Dr. 
1858. 
May  18.     For  freight,  &c.,  on  iron  castings  for  cases  in  saloon 

of  west  wing  Patent  Office  building: 
For  freight,  hauling,  andwharfageon  17,828  pounds 

per  schooner  Hamilton $25  15 
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May  18.     For  same  on  14,426  pounds  per 'schooner  Boston...     $20  35 
For  same  on  6,417  pounds  per  sohooner  Arctic 9  06 

54  56 

Correct. 

EDWARD  CtiARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 

Washington,  3fay  18,  1868. 

Received  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  fifty-four  dollars  and  fifty- 
six  cents,  payment  in  full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

HENRY  LEWIS. 


Voucher  No.  7,  dated  May  18,  1868. 

United  States  Patent  Office, 

To  Janes,  Bebeb  &  Co. ,    Dr. 
1868. 
May  15.  For  41,265  lbs.  iron  castings,  at  6  cents,  for  forty 
cases  for  saloon,  west  wing  of  Patent  Office 
building $2,475  90 


Correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 

Washinoton,  May  18,  1858. 

Received  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  two  thousand  four  hundred 
and  seventy-five  dollars  and  ninety  cents,  payment  in  full,  having 
signed  duplicate  receipts. 

'  JANES,  BEBEE  &  CO. 


Voucher  No.  1,  dated  July  2,  1858. 

United  States  Patent  Office, 

To  Thos.  D.  Bond  and  othebs,    Dr. 

1858.   To  Thomas  D.  Bond,  24^  days,  at  $2  50 $60  62 

To  Ignatius  Atcherson,  26  days,  at  $2 52  00 

John  Wilkerson,  21^  days,  at  $2 43  00 

Thomas  Downey,  25  days,  at  $1  25 31  25 

186  87 

Correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 
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Washington,  July  2,  1858. 

eceived  of  J.  Holt,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  the  sums  set  opposite 
names,  in  full,  for  work  on  the  model  cases  in  the  saloon  of  the 
;  wing  of  the  Patent  Office  building. 

THOMAS  D.  BOND. 

I.  W.  ATCHERSON. 

JOHN  WILKERSON. 

THOS.  X  DOWNEY. 
i^itness:  Thos.  D.  Bond. 


Voucher  No.  2,  dated  July  3,  1858. 

I.  Jos.  Holt, 

To  Harvey  &  Adams,    Dr. 
158.  For  cases  in  west  wing  of  Patent  Office : 

2.  3  gross  2-inch  No.  16  screws,  at  $1  06 |3  18 

ch  24.     1  keg,  each,  lOd.  and  12d.  finishing  nails,  at  $4...     8*  00 

35  pounds  Irish  glue,  at  30  cents 10  50 

27.  12  quires  sand-paper,  at  20  cents 2  40 

2  kegs  12d.  finishing  nails,  at  |4 8  00 

30.  10  pounds  Irish  glue,  at  30  cents 3  00 

31.  1  small  coal  shovel 12 

43  pounds  Irish  glue,  at  30  cents 12  90 

il     3.  94  pounds  Irish  glue,  at  30  cents 28  20 

13.  6  quires  sand-paper,  at  20  cents 1  20 

20.  1  quire  sand-paper 20 

22.  4  quires  sand-paper,  at  20  cents 80 

23.  10  quires  sand-paper,  at  20  cents 2  00 

26.     6  quires  sand-paper,  at  20  cents 1  20 

4.  45  pounds  Irish  glue,  at  30  cents 13  50 

11.  10  pounds  Irish  glue,  at  30  cents 3  00 

17.     5  quires  sand-paper,  at  20  cents 1  00 

21.  1  quire  sand-paper 20 

25.     1  gross  l|-inch  No.  13  screws 70 

e      2.     1  gross  ij-inch  No.  12  screws 50 

4  gross  lA-inch  No.  12  screws,  at  55  cents 2  20 

4  gross  l|-inch  No.  13  screws,  at  70  cents 2  80 

3.  1  keg  6d.  nails 4  00 

5.  6  gross  If-inch  No.  13  screws,  at  70  cents 4  20 

4  papers  brads,  at  12^  cents 50 

12.  1  keg  8d.  nails 4  00 

14.  11  kegs  nails,  at  $4 44  00 

6  gross  If -inch  No.  13  screws,  at  70  cents 4  20 

7  gross  1^-inch  No.  12  screws,  at  55  cents. 3  85 

21.  8,000  brads,  at  12^  cents 1  00 

22.  6  gross  1^-inch  No.  12  screws,  at  55  cents 3  30 
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June    22.     4  gross  l|-iDch  No.  13  screws,  at  70cent8 $2  80 

23.  8  gross  J-inch  No.  10  screws,  at  34  cents 2  72 

3  gross  IJ-inch  No.  14  screws,  at  79  cents 2  37 

2|  quires  saud-paper,  at  20  cents 50 

24.  12  papers  brads,  at  12J  cents 1  50 

3  gross  IJ-inch  No,  12  screws,  at  60  cents 1  50 

26.     5  gross  2-inch  No.  13  screws,  at  79  cents 3  95 

2  gross  ZJ-inch  No.  15  screws,  at  $1  06 2  12 

28.  10  gross  2f-inch  No.  15  screws,  at  |1  06 10  60 

2  gross  2-inch  No.  13  screws,  at  79  cents 1  58 

1  bar  |-inch  octagon  steel,  12  pounds,  at  18  cents.     2  16 
ldozenflatbastardfile6,each,8-iQch,|3;  12-inch, (5     8  00 

9  gross  3-inch  No.  15  screws,  at  |1  37 12  33 

30.  54  gross  3-inch^o.  15  screws,  at  |1  37 73  98 

*  300  76 

Correct. 

EDWARD  CLABK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  BvUduig. 
Received  payment, 

HARVEY  &  ADAMS- 


Voucher  No.  3,  dated  Jvly  17,  1858. 

CThiihd  Statbs  Patent  Office, 

To  Bailuoad  Cohpaht,  Dr. 
1858. 

May  9.  To  freight  on  1  box |0  40 

Charges  paid  in  Baltimore 65 

Cartage 25 

July  3.  To  freight  on  1  bor 75 

Charges  paid  in  Baltimore 60 

Cartage 25 

2  90 

Correct. 

EDWARD  CLABK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 

Received  payment, 

EDW.  E.  GILBERT, 

For  Agent. 


I 
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Voucher  No.  4,  dated  Jvly  28,  1858. 

Unttbd  States  Patent  Office, 

To  Fitzhuoh  Coyle  &  Bro.,  Dr. 
1868.         (Casing  west  wing.) 

April  30.  To  510  feet  4-4  picked  selects.,  at  4  cents $20  40 

June  15.        4,002  feet  4-4  merch.,  at  5  cents 200  10 

19.         602  feet  14-feet  studs,  at  \\  cents 9  03 

17.         1,010  feet  4-4  merch.,  at  5  cents 50  50 

19.'       4,010  feet  4-4  merch.,  at  5  cents 200i  50 

21.         600  feet  3  X  4  picked  studs,  at  1}  cents 10  50 

1,003  feet  4-4  merch.,  at  5  cents 50  15 

24.         1,584  feet  3  X  4  picked  studs,  at  If  cents 27  72 

408  feet  extra  merch.,  at  6  cents 24  48 

July     2.         1,516  feet  5-4  selects.,  at  4  cents. 60  64 

17.         600  feet  studs,  at  1^  cents 9  00 

663  02 

I  have  examined  the  above  bill  and  find  it  correct. 

H.  S.  DAVIS. 
July  27,  1858. 

Correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  building. 

July  28,  1858. 

Received  of  J.  Holt,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  six  hundred  and 
sixty-three  dollars  and  two  cents  in  full  of  above  bill. 

FITZHUGH  COYLE  &  BRO. 


FoiLcher  No.  5,  dated  August  2,  1858. 

TJnitkd  States  Patent  Office, 

To  T.  D.  Bond  and  others.  Dr. 
1858. 

August  2.  To  Thomas  D.  Bond,  20^  days,  at  $2  50  per  day,  $50  62 

Ignatius  Atcherson,  26  days,  at  $2  per  day....  52  00 

John  Wilkerson,  26  days,  at  $2  per  day 52  00 

Charles  Garcia,  24  days,  at  $2 48  00 

Alexander  Hamilton,  21^  days,  at  $2  per  day,  42  50 

Alfred  Tuttle,  17^  days,  at  |1  50  per  day 26  25 

271  37 

Correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Paient  Office  Building. 


Voucher  No.  6,  dated  August  12^  1858. 

United  States  Patent  Office, 

To  Janes,  Bebeb  &  Co.,    Dr. 

For  722  pair  brass  hinges,  at  $10  50  per  dozen  pair $631  75 

5,000  J-inch  bolts,  at  75  cents  per  100 37  60 

2  taps,  at  $4  each 8  00 

Paid  freight,  drayage,  and  boring  above 6  75 

6,921  pounds  can  castings,  at  6  cents  per  pound 415  26 

Paid  freight  and  drayage 9  78 

1,109  04 

Correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  PcUeht  Office  Building, 

Washington,  August  11,  1858. 

Received  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  eleven  hundred  and  nine 
dollars  and  four  cents,  payment  in  full,  having  signed  duplicate 
receipts. 

JANES,  BEBEE  &  CO. 


Vtyucher  No,  7,  dated  September  1,  1858. 

United  States  Patent  Office, 

To  Thomas  D.  Bond  and  others.  Dr. 
1858. 

Sept.  1.  To  Thomas  D.  Bond,  20  days'  labor,  at  $2  50 $50  00 

Ignatius  Atcherson,  26  days'  labor,  at    2  00 52  00 

John  Wilkerson,     26  days'  labor,  at    2  00 52  00 

Charles  Garcia,        26  days'  labor,  at    2  00 52  00 

Alex.  Hamilton,      26  days'  labor,  at    2  00 52  00 

Alfred  Tuttle,          24  days'  labor,  at    1  50 36  00 


294  00 
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Washington,  August  2,  1858. 

Received  of  J.  Holt,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  the  sums  set  opposite     | 
our  names,  in  full  for  work  on  the  model  cases  in  the  west  wing  of  the 
Patent  Office. 

THOMAS  D.  BOND. 

I.  W.  ATCHERSON. 

JOHN  WILKERSON. 

CHARLES  GARCIA. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 

ALFRED  TUTTLE. 


Correct.  ^XS^  K»»  CLARK, 
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Washington,  September  1,  1858. 

Beceived  of  Joseph  Holt,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  the  sums  set 
opposite  our  respective  names,  for  work  on  the  model  cases  in  the 
saloon  of  the  west  wing  of  the  Patent  OfSce  building. 

THOMAS  D.  BOND. 

I.  W.  ATCHERSON. 

JOHN  WILKERSON. 

CHARLES  GARCIA. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 

ALFRED  TUTTLE. 


Voudier  No.  8,  dated  September  24,  1858. 

Unitkd  Statbb  Patknt  Office,  to  Alfred  Tuttle,    Dr. 

1858. 
Sept.  24.  To  19  days'  labor  on  cases  in  west  wing  of  Patent 

Office  building,  at  |1  50  per  day |28  50 

Correct.  EDWARD  CLARK, 

Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building, 

Washington,  September  24,  1858. 

Received  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  twenty-eight  dollars  and 
fifty  cents,  payment  in  full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

ALFRED  TUTTLE. 


Voucher  No,  9,  dated  September  24,  1858. 

Uniibd  States  Patent  Office,  to  Charles  Garcia,    Dr. 

1858. 
Sept.  24.  To  15  days'  labor  on  cases  in  west  wing  of  Patent 

Office  building,  at  |1  50  per  day |22  60 

Correct.  EDWARD  CLARK, 

Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 

Washington,  September  24,  1858. 

Received  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  twenty-two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents,  payment  in  full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

CHARLES  GARCIA. 


Voucher  No.  10,  dated  September  30,  1858. 

United  States  Patent  Office,  (West  Wing,) 

To  Fitzhugh  Coyle  &  Brc,    Dr. 

1858.  (Cases  and  Galleries.) 

July  28.  To     800  feet  studs,  at  $15  per  M  feet |12  00 

Aug.  11.  330  feet  8-4  merch.,  16  feet,  at  |50  per  M  feet.     16  50  ^ 
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Aug.  11.  To  1,642  feet  6-4  merch.,  16  feet,  at  |50per  M  feet.  |77  10 

410  feet  6-4  merch.,  12  feet,  at  |50  per  M  feet.     20  50 

192  feet  8-4  merch.,  12  feet,  at  $50  per  M  feet.      9  60 

14.  972  feet  lOfeetE.S.  scantling,  at|15per  Mfeet.     14  58 

566  feet  4x6  white  pine,  at  $30  per  M  feet...  •  16  98 

16.  151  feet  8-4  merch.,  |50perMfeet 7  55 

505  feet  4-4  picked  select.,  |45  per  M  feet 22  73 

Sept.    3.  187  feet  10-4  merch.,  $50  per  M  feet 9  35 

8.        1,334  feet  5-4  heart  flooring,  $45  per  M  feet......     60  03 

26.  735  feet  10-4  picked  merch.,  $55  per  M  feet...    40  43 

21 .  240  feet  picked  studs,  $17  50  per  M  feet 4  20 

210  feet  sel.  Carolina,  $40  per  M  feet 8  46 

319  95 
1858.                               Credited  by— 
Aug.  13.  932  feet  heart  flooring  returned,  at  $45 41  94 

278  01 


The  above  billis  correct.  H.  S.  DAVIS. 

Correct.  EDWARD  CLARK, 

Superintendent  PcUent  Office  Building, 

Washington,  September  30,  1858. 

Received  of  J.  Holt,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  two  hundred  and 
seventy-eight  dollars  and  one  cent,  in  full  of  the  above  bill. 
$278  01.  FITZHUGH  COYLE  &  BRO. 


ii 


Voucher  No.  1,  dated  October  4j  1858. 

United  Statbs  Patent  Office, 

To  Harvey  &  Adams,  Dr. 

1858.        (Cases  in  west  wing.) 

July  6.  To  28  gross  2i-inch  No.  15  screws,  at  $1  06 $29  68 

7.          1  keg  6d.  nails 4  00 

12  gross  li-inch  No.  12  screws,  at  55  cents 6  60 

12  gross  li-inch  No.  13  screws,  at  70  cents 8  40 

36  papers  brads,  at  12^  cents 4  50 

1  keg,  each,  lOd.  and  12d.  nails,  at  $4 8  00 

50  lbs.  cut  nails,  assorted,  at  5  cents 2  50 

9.        50  dozen  3^  x  3J-inch  butts,  at  $1  75 87  50 

50  gross  l^inch  No.  12  screws,  at  50  cents 25  00 

12.         20  lbs.  Irish  glue,  at  30  cents 6  00 

23.         12  papers  brads,  at  12^  cents 1  50 

26.          1  dozen  T.B.  files 2  50 

7  gtofts  4-mc\ilJo.  18  8crews,  at$2  76 19  32 

30.           6  groBS  \^\iie\i  ^o.\^  ^^\^^^^^\»'\^  ^^\As^ 4  20 
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1858. 

Aug. 6.  To  25  lbs.  Irish  glue,  at  30  cents..... |7  60 

12  gross  2i-inch  No.  15  screws,  at  |1  06 12  72 

16  gross  l|-inch  No.  13  screws,  at  71  cents 11  20 

12  gross  1^-inch  No.  12  screws,  at  55  cents 6  60 

12  gross  2-inch  No.  16  screws,  at  $1  06 12  72 

6  gross  IJ-inch  No.  14  screws,  at  79  cents 4  74 

1  dozen  F.  B.  files 6  00 

10.  4  kegs  nails,  at  $4 16  00 

15  gross  l^inch  No.  14  screws,  at  61  cents 9  15 

5  gross  l{*inch  No.  14  screws,  at  61  cents 3  05 

11.  5  gross  ij-inch  No.  14  screws,  at  61  cents 3  05 

17.  2  quires  sand-paper,  at  25  cents 50 

12  papers  brads,  at  12^  cents 1  60 

1  quire  sand-paper 25 

18.  6  gross  f-inch  No.  10  screws,  at  34  cents 2  04 

31.           5  quires  sand-paper,  at  25  cents 1  25 

Sept.l.          5  lbs.  glue,  at  30  cents 1  60 

4.         12  papers  brads,  at  12^  cents 1  60 

8.         10  quires  sand-paper,  at  25  cents 2  60 

1  keg  6d.  nails.... 4  00 

12.  1  keg  lOd.  nails 4  00 

10  quires  sand-paper,  at  25  cents 2  60 

9  gross  IJ-inch  No.  13  screws,  at  70  cents 6  30 

2  gross  l2-inch  No.  14  screws,  at  60  cents 1  20 

18.         12  gross  l|-inch  No.  12  screws,  at  56  cents 6  72 

5  quires  sand-paper,  at  25  cents 1  25 

5  lbs.  glue,  at  30cents 1  50 

16.         16  gross  J-inch  No.  7  screws,  at  30  cents 4  80 

8  gross  l^inch  No.  7  screws,  at  48  cents 3  84 

20.          5  gross  1-inch  No.  8  screws,  at  33  cents 1  65 

5  gross  1-inch  No.  9  screws,  at  35  cents '     1  75 

4  gross  1-inch  No.  9  screws,  at  35  cents 1  40 

1  quire  sand-paper 25 

l^papers  brads,  at  12^  cents 1  50 

24.          2  dozen  3^  x  3i-inch  buts,  at  |1  75 3  60 

8  gross  J-inch  No.  7  screws,  at  28  cents 2  24 

361  87 


October  2,  1858. 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  correct. 

H,  S.  DAVIS. 

C!orrect. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 

October  4, 1868. 
Received  payment, 

HARVEY  &  ADAMS, 

Ex'.  Poo.  67 5 


1 
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Voucher  No.  2,  dated  October  4,  1858. 

United  States  Patent  Office, 

To  Michael  Phillips,    Dr. 

1858, 
October  1.  For  26  days'  work,  cleaning  cases,  and  at  saloon 

west  wing  Patent  Office  Suilding,  at  |1  25  per 
day.... 132  50 


Washington,  October  4, 1858. 

Received  of  the  C!ommissioner  of  Patents  thirty-two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents,  payment  in  full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

MICHAEL  PHILLIPS. 


Voucher  No.  3,  dated  October  19,  1858. 

United  States  Patent  Office, 

To  Z.  D.  GiLMAN,  Dr. 
1858. 

Oct.  18.  For  5  boxes  12^x20,  135  lights,  glass,  at  20c |27  00 

156  lights,  glass,  at  21c 32  76 

160  lights,  glass,  at  16c 25  60 

144  lights,  glass,  at  15c 21  60 

288  lights,  glass,  at  15c 43  20 

92  lights,  glass,  at  24c 22  08 


6  boxes  13l  x  20 
5  boxes  10|  X  20 
4  boxes  9|  x  20 
8  boxes  9|x20 
4  boxes  15l  x  20 


172  24 
Less  20  per  cent,  discount 34  44 


Correct. 


137  80 


EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Budding. 

Washington,  October  19,  1858. 

Received  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  dollars  and  eighty  cents,  payment  in  full,  having  signed  dupli- 
cate bills. 

Z.  D.  GILMAN. 


Voucher  No.  4,  dated  November  2,  1858. 

United  States  Patent  Office, 

To  M.  Phillips,     Dr. 
1858. 
Nov.  2.  For  26  days'  work,  cleaning  out  saloon  west  wing 

Patent  Office  building,  at  $1  25 $32  50 


Correct, 
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Washington,  November  2,  1858. 

Received  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  thirty-two  dollars  and. 
fifty  cents,  payment  in  full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

MICHAEL  PHILLIPS. 


Voticher  No.  5,  dated  November  2,  1858. 

United  States  Patent  Opficb, 

To  L.  H.  &  G.  C.  Schneidbr,    Dr. 
1858. 

Sept.  17.  To  672  brass  case  locks,  at  |1 |672  00 

25  pair  brass  hinges,  at  |1 25  00 

368  brass  buttons,  at  10c 36  80 

4  gross  l^inch  round  head  screws,  at  30c...  1  20 


735  00 
Cases  in  saloon  of  west  wing  Patent  Office  building.  ' 

Correct.  EDWARD  CLARK, 

Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 

0 

Washington,  November  2,  1858. 

Received  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  seven  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  dollars,  payment  in  full^  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

L.  H.  &  G.  C.  SCHNEIDER. 


VotuJier  No.  6,  dated  November  17,  1858. 

United  State*  Patent  Office, 

To  Edward  Clare,    Dr. 
1858. 
Nov.  17.  For  expenses  incurred  in  visiting  New  York,  in 
relation  to  the  iron  work  for  saloon  of  west  wing 

Patent  Office  building,  464  miles,  at  10c |46  40 

For  one  day's  detention 3  00 


49  40 


Washington,  November  17,  1858. 

Received  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  forty-nine  dollars  and 
forty  cents,  payment  in  full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

EDWARD  CLARK. 
Pay.— S.  T.  S. 


1? 
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Voucher  No.  7,  dated  December  2,  1858. 

TJnitkd  States  Patent  Office, 

To  M.  Philups,    Dr. 
1858. 
December  1.     For  26  days'  work,  cleaning  out  saloon  west 

wing  Patent  Office  building,  at  |1  25  per 
day $32  50 


Washington,  December  2, 1858. 

Beoeived  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  thirty-two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents,  payment  in  full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

MICHAEL  PHILLIPS. 


Voucher  No.  8,  dated  December  11,  1858. 

United  States  Patent  Office, 

To  Z.  D.  GiLMAN,    Dr. 
1858. 
December  10.     For  700  lights  9^  x  20,  Bait.  1st  glass,  at 

15cts |105  00 

By  20  per  cent,  discount 21  00 

84  00 

Correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 

Washington,  December  11, 1858. 

Received  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  eighty-four  dollars,  pay- 
ment in  full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

Z,  D.  GILMAN. 


Voucher  No.  9,  dated  December  31,  1858. 

United  Status  Patent  Office, 

To  Michael  Phillips,    Dr. 
1858. 
December  3.     For  27  days'  laborer's  work  at  saloon  of  west 

wing  Patent  Office  building,  at  |1  25  per 
day $33  75 


Correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Supmul^iv^ul  Palertsl  O^c  Building. 
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Washington,  December  31, 1858. 

Received  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  thirty-three  dollars  and 
seventy-five  cents,  payment  in  full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

MICHAEL  PHILLIPS. 


VoticJier  No.  1,  dated  January  27,  1859. 

United  States  Patent  Office, 

To  James  H.  Woodfall,    Dr. 
1859. 
January  27.  For  12  days'  work,  cutting  out  brick  work  for 

iron  railing  in  saloon  of  west  wing  Patent 
Office  building,  at  |2  50  per  day $30  00 


Correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 

Washington,  January  27, 1859. 

Received  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  thirty  dollars,  payment  in 
full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

JAMES  H.  WOODFALL. 


Voucher  No.  2,  dated  February  1,  1859. 

United  States  Patent  Office, 

To  Michael  Phillips,    Dr. 
1859. 
February  1.     For  24  days'  work  at  laborers'  work  in  saloon 

of  west  wing  Patent  Office  building,  at  $1  26 

per  day |30  00 

Correct.  z=z=: 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 

Washington,  February  1,  1859. 

Received  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  thirty  dollars,  payment  in 
full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

MICHAEL  PHILLIPS. 


Voucher  No.  3,  dated  February  2,  1859. 

United  States  Patent  Office, 

To  H.  S.  Davis,    Dr. 
1858. 
October  5.     For  the  following  materials  furnished  for  cases 

in  the  west  wing  Patent  Office  building : 

To  35,018  feet  lumber,  at  5  cents  per  foot |1,750  90» 

To  taking  up  materials 115  00 

I 


T'; 
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October  5.     To  240  iron  straps $60  75 

To  12  barrels  charcoal 8  85 

To  2  sheet-iron  patterns  for  glass 2  50 

To  1  keg  of  nails 4  50 

To  3,000  feet  of  lumber,  dressed  and  grooved.  24  00 


Cr.  by  1,450  ft.  lumber,  at  5c.  per  foot, 


1,966  50 
72  50 

1,894  00 


Correct. 


EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 


Washington,  February  2, 1859. 

Received  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  eighteen  hundred  and 
ninety-four  dollars,  payment  in  full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

H.  8.  DAVIS. 


I 


Voucher  No.  4,  dated  February  2,  1859. 

The  Commissioner  of  Patents,  to  Henry  S.  Davis,    Dr. 

For  fitting  up  the  large  room  of  west  wing  Patent  Office  building, 
with  eighty-^ight  model  cases,  gallery  floor,  and  paneled  ceiliDg, 
measuring  as  follows : 

536  cast-iron  pilasters,  fitted  up,  at  75  cents,  $402; 

2,680  rough  blocks  in  do.,  at  6  cents,  |160  80.         |562  80 
4,344  lin.  feet  of  4-4  pilasters,  at  9  cents,  $390  96;  536 
tops  of   do.,   fined  and   glued,   at   12   cents, 

|64  32 455  28 

636  tops  in  iron  pilasters,  at  5  cents,  $26  80 ;  536 

molded  caps  and  necks,  at  30  cents,  $160  80...  187  60 

3,844  lin.  feet  10-4  open  molded  and  rebated  pilasters,  at 

24  cents 922  56 

480  molded  caps,  at  50  cents,  $240;  480  plain  plinths 

and  fitting  into  base,  at  20  cents,  $96 336  00 

1,925  J  lin.  feet  8-4  rebated  frieze,  at  15  cents,  $290  27^ ; 

80  slip  joints  to  do,  at  25  cents,  $20 310  27i 

1,552§  lin.  feet  10-4  rebated  frieze,  at  18  cents,  $279  48; 
68  lapped,   glued,   and   spliced,   at  75  cents, 

$51 330  48 

1,987J  lin.  feet  bead  molding,  including  miters,  at  16 

cents 318  03 

l,796f  lin.  feet  cornice,  with  crown  and  bead  mold,  at 
33  cents,  $592  90;  100  miters  in  do.,  at  66 
cents,  $66 658  90 
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3y457H  1^^*  ^^^  3x4  dressed  and  beveled  base,  at  10 
cents,  |345  78;  5,660  feet  3x4  rough  bearers, 

at  37i  cents,  |198  10 |643  88 

21,939^  sup.  feet  4-4  shelving,  at  10  cents,  $2,193  93;. 
30,128}  lin.  feet  glue  joints,  at  6  cents, 
|1,803  72 4,001  66 

4,300^  lin.  feet  clamps,  grooved  on,  at  10  cents, 
$430  03;  272  shelves  fitted  to  pilasters,  at  20 

cents,  $54  40 484  43 

576  feet  iron  straps  screwed  on,  at  3  cents,  $17  28; 
1,365  feet  plastering  cut  away,  at  3  cents, 
$40  95 68  23 

6,584  feet  slip.,  grooved,  and  beaded  ceiling,  at  8  cents, 
$446  72;  3,669}  lin.  feet  molding  to  do.,  at  3 
cents,  $110  09 566  81 

1,811§  lin.  feet  6-4  rebat.  strips,  at  8  cents,  $144  93; 

2,211  feet  4-4  rebat.  strips,  at  4  cents,  $88  44..  233  37 

1,282  feet  molded  cleats,  at  5  cents,  $64  10  ;  2,823  feet 

5-4  beaded  ledger,  at  6  cents,  $169  38 233  48 

114^  lin.  feet  molded  skirting,  at  25  cents,  $28  58; 

981|  lin.  feet  1x1  supports,  at  4  cents,  $39  25,  67  83 

3,250}  feet  slip,  grooves  top  in  cases,  at  6  cents,  $195  04 ; 

4,272  lin.  feet  knuckles,  at  6  cents,  $256  32....  461  36 

68  wood  stays  to  cases,  keyed  into  the  brick  wall^ 

at  30  cents 20  40 

10,733  36i 
Deduct  from  the  above  measurement  prices,  per  agree- 
ment, 35  per  cent 3,756  67^ 

6,976  69 
For  10,496  lights  9f  x  10  x  20  8-4  sash,  at 

34  cents $3,568  64 

256  lights  13f  x  20  8-4  sash,  at  38 

cents 97  28 

96  lights  15i  X  20  8-4  sash,  at  40 

cents 38  40 

672  lights  16|  X  20  8-4  sash,  at  42 

cents 282  24 

4,788  feet  beaded  rabbit  to  sash,  at  4 

cents 191  52 

4,272   feet   curves   in    sash    to    suit 

knuckles,  at  2  cents 85  44 

1,344  pairs  of  buts  put  on,  at  25 
cents,  $336 ;  136  hinge  places 
fitted,  at  10  cents,  $13  60....  349  60 

672  case  locks  put  on,  plates  and 

brackets,  at  30  cents 201  60 

368  metal  buttons  screwed  on,  at  3 

cents 11  04 

4,825  76 
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Brought  forward |4,825  76         $6,976  69 

Deduct  from  above,  per  agreement,  40  per 

cent 1,930  30 

2,895  46 

For  ll,720i-8up.  feet3  x  6  joisting  and  gal- 
lery floor  framed  at  both  ends, 

gauged    to    a    width,    and 
spaced  20  inches  apart,  at  2f 

cents 322  32 

11,720^-  sup.  feet  bridging  3x4  scant- 
ling, let  in  flush,  at  distances 
averaging  4  feet  apart,  at  2 

cents 234  40 

602    lin.  feet  4x6  front  trimmed 
joists,  gauged  to  a  width  and 

faced,  at  12^  cents 75  25 

11,720^  sup.  feet  5-4  mill  flooring,  laid 

and  refaced,  at  3  cents 351  60^ 

7,538^-  sup.  feet  6^  molded  paneled 

ceiling,  at  25  cents 1,884  54 

908    lin.  feet  facia  and  crown  mold, 

at  25  cents 227  00 

42  quarter  circles  of  do.,  at  |1, 
|42  ;  30  joist  holes,  at  10 
cents,  $3  80. 45  80 

3,140  91i 
Deduct  from  the  above,  per  agreement, 

33Jper  cent 1,046  97 

2,093  94i 

11,966  09i 
Commission  for  measuring  11  per  cent.,  $179  48,  by 

half. 89  74i 

11,876  35 

JOHN  C.  HARKNESSi 

Sworn  Measurer. 
WASHiNaTON  City,  January  26,  1859. 

The  above  bill  is  correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 

February  2,  1859. 

Received  of  J.  Holt,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  eleven  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventynsix  dollars  and  thirty-five  cents,  in  full  payment 
of  the  foregoing  \>\VV, 

$11,876  35.  ^^  ^^  DAVIS. 
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Voucher  No.  5,  dated  February  5,  1859. 

United  States  Patent  Office,  to  Janes,  Bebeb  &  Co.,    Dr. 

For  1,169  feet  railing,  at  $1  10 |1,285  90 

3  sets  iron  stairs,  at  |375 1,125  00 

Boring 18  00 

Freight 16  00 

2,444  90 

For  saloon  west  wing  Patent  Office  building. 

Correct.  EDWARD  CLARK, 

Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 

New  York,  February  3,  1859. 

Received  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  twenty-four  hundred  and 
forty-four  dollars  and  ninety  cents,  payment  in  full,  having  signed 
duplicate  checks. 

JANES,  BEBEE  &  CO. 

Voucher  No.  6,  dated  March  1,  1859. 

United  States  Patent  Office, 

To  Michael  Phillips,    Dr. 
1859. 
March  1.     For  14  days'  work  as  laborer,  cleaning  out  saloon 

of  west  wing  Patent  Office  building,  at  $1  25...  $17  50 

Correct.  EDWARD  CLARK,    "^ 

Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 

Washington,  March  1,  1859. 

Received  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  seventeen  dollars  and  fifty 
cents,  payment  in  full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

MICHAEL  PHILLIPS. 

Voucher  No,  1,  dxUed  March  14, 1859. 

United  States  Patent  Office, 

To  Brown  &  Sioussa,    Dr. 
1859. 

For  repairing  plastering  around  cases  in  saloon  of 

west  wing  Patent  Office  building $66  00 


Correct.  EDWARD   CLARK, 

Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 

Washinqton,  March  14,  1859. 

Received  of  the  Acting  Commissioner  of  Patents  sixtynsix  dollars, 
payment  in  full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

BROWN  &  SIOUSSA. 
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Voucher  No.  2,  dated  March  17,  1859. 

United  States  Patent  Office, 

To  Charles  Uhlmann,    Dr. 
1859. 
March  16.     For  60  days'  work  at  plans,  details  and  duplicates, 

for  cases  in  saloon  of  west  wing  Patent  Office 
building,  at  |4  50 |270  00 

Correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building, 

Washington,  March  17,  1859. 

Received  of  the  Acting  Commissioner  of  Patents  two  hundred  and 
seventy  dollars,  payment  in  full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

CHARLES  T.  UHLMANN. 


Voucher  No,  3,  dated  March  19,  1859. 

United  States  Patent  Office, 

To  John  C.  Harkness,    Dr. 
1859. 

For  1^  per  cent,  measurers  commission,  on  $11,966  09,  bein^ 
the  net  amount  of  Henry  S.  Davis'  bill  of  carpenters'  work 
in  fitting  up  the  great  room  of  the  west  wing  of  the  Patent 
Office  building,  with  gallery  and  model  cases,  as  measured 
by  me,  January  26,  1859 $179  49 


Correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building, 


Washington.  March  19,  1859. 

Received  of  the  Acting  Commissioner  of  Patents  one  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  dollars  and  forty-nine  cents,  payment  in  full,  having    \ 
signed  duplicate  receipts. 

JOHN  C.  HARKNESS. 

Pay— S.  T.  S. 


Voucher  No,  4,  dated  March  19,  1859. 

Commissioner  of  Patents, 

To  George  H.  Varnell,    Dr. 

For  the  following  measurement  of  painting  and  glazing  to  model 
cases  and  gaWety  oi  \!ti^  'w^^X.  Vwi^  <^^  l\\a  Patent  Office  building, 
viz: 


• 
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17,612f  yards  2  coat  plain  painting  in  oil  colors,  at  11 

cents $1,937  35^ 

10,890|  yards  2  coat  varnish  color,  at  14  cents 1,524  66| 

5,908|  yards  3  coat  varnish  color,  21  cents 1,240  86^ 

306|  yards  bronze  green,  and  1  coat  on  iron,  20  cents...  61  24f 

11,520  lights  of  glazing,  at  2  cents 230  40 

4,994  53 

JOHN  C.  HARKNESS, 
March  15,  1859.  Sworn  Measurer. 

Correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 

Washington,  March  19,  1859. 

Received  of  the  Acting  Commissioner  of  Patents  the  sum  of  four 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-four  dollars  and  fifty-three  cents, 
payment  in  full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

|4,994  53.  GEO.  H.  VARNELL. 


Voucher  No.  1,  dated  April  27,  1859. 

Unitkd  States  Patent  Office, 

To  George  H.  Varnell,    Dr. 
April  23,  1859. 

For  the  following  putty,  sand-paper,  and  time  consumed  on  the  extra 
puttying  and  sand-papering,  &c. ,  of  the  cases  and  ceiling  in  saloon 
of  west  wing  of  Patent  Office  building : 

46^  davs,  at  $2 |93  00 

319|  days,  at  |1  15 559  56 

213  pounds  white-lead  putty,  at  10  cents 21  30 

2^  reams  flint  sand^paper,  at  $4 : 10  00 

E^glazing  700  lights  in  cases,  at  6  cent« 42  00 

Painting  walls  within  cases 75  00 

"^  800  86 

•^   Correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 

Washington,  April  27,  1859. 

Received  of  the  Acting  Commissioner  ot  Patents  eight  hundred 
dollars  and  eighty-six  cents,  payment  in  full,  having  signed  duplicate 
receipts. 

GEO.  H.  VARNELL. 

Pay— 8.  T.  8. 
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Voucher  No.  2,  dated  May  12,  1859. 

Uhitkd  States  Patent  Office, 

To  HooE,  Beo.  &  Co.,    Dr. 
1858. 
Nov.  12.     To  240  square  yards  oil-cloth  for  saloon  ia  west 

wing,  at  $1  25 $300  00 


EDWARD  CLARK, 
SuperitUendent  Patent  Offlce  Building. 

Mat  12,  1859. 
Received  paTmeDt, 

HOOE,  BRO.  &  CO. 


Voucher  M.  1,  dated  June  3,  1859. 

United  States  Patent  Ofhcb, 

To  Pateick  Sduivan,    Dr. 
1859. 
Jane  1.    For  26  days'  work  cleaniog  out  the  saloon  of  west 

wing  Patent  Office  building,  at  $1  25 $32  50 

Correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 

Washinoton,  Jum  3, 1859. 
Received  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  thirty-two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents,  payment  in  full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

PATRICK  SULLIVAN. 


Voucher  No.  1,  dated  July  1,  1859. 

UmTED  States  Patent  Office, 

To  Fatoice  Sullivak,     Dr. 
1859. 
June  30.     26  days'  work  cleaning  saloon  of  west  wing  Patent 

Office  building,  at  H  25 $32  50 

Correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
SuperintendeiU  Patent  Office  Building. 

WASHTNaTON,  Jidt/  1,  1859. 
Received  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents   thirty-two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents,  pa^mexit  io.  luil^  tw.ti.Q^  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

^  fciTaJO?.  eWLLlVAN. 
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Voucher  No.  1,  dated  Decemb^  17,  1859. 

Unitkd  States  Patent  Office, 

To  R.  E.  Stanton,    Dr. 
1859. 

Dec.  17.     For  time  and  expenses  in  coming  from  Baltimore 

to  Washington,  and  examining  the  carpenters' 
work  in  the  west  wing  of  the  ratent  Office |38  50 


Washington,  December  17,  1859. 

Received  of  the  CJommissioner  of  Patents  thirty-eight  dollars  and 
fifty  cents,  payment  in  full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

R.  E.  STANTON. 


Voucher  No.  2,  dated  December  31,  1859. 

United  States  Patent  Office, 

To  Samuel  Gregg,     Dr. 
1859. 
Dec.  31.     For  27  days'  work  at  cleaning  floor  of  saloon  of 

west  wing  Patent  Office  building,  at  |1  25  per 
day $33  75 


Corect. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 

Washington,  December  31,  1859. 

Received  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  thirty-three  dollars  and 
seventy-five  cents,  payment  in  full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

SAMUEL  GREGG. 


Voucher  No.  1,  dated  February  1,  1860. 

United  States  Patent  Office, 

To  Samuel  Gregg,    Dr. 
1860. 
January  31.  For  25  days'  work  at  cleaning  saloon  of  west  wing 

of  Patent  Office  building,  at  $1  25  cents  per 
day $31  25 


Correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 
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Washdigton,  FAraary  1,  1860. 
Beoeired  of  the  CommiRBioner  of  Patents  thirty-one  dollars  and 
twenty-five  cents,  payment  in  full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 
SAMUEL  GREGG. 


Voacher  No.  1,  daied  February  16,  18G0. 

Unhkd  States  Patkmt  Ofhcb,  (Wbst  Wiko,) 

To  A.  GaKKN,    Dr. 
1860. 

January  24.  150  wood  stools,  at  87}  cents $131  25 

50  bronzed  spittoons,  at  |1  25 62  50 


Correct.  EDWARD  CLARK, 

SwperirUendent  Patent  Offxx  BuUding. 

Wabhinoton,  February  16,  1860. 
Received  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents,  payment  in  full,  having  signed 
duplicate  receipts. 

A.  GREEK. 


Voucher  2f6.  2,  dated  ifti«A  2,  1860. 

UinTKD  States  Patkst  Officb, 

To  Sahubl  Grboo,    Dr. 
1860. 
March  1.  For  24  days'  work  at  cleaning  the  saloon  of  the  west 
wing,  glasses  in  cases.  Patent  Office  building,  at 
$1  25  cents  per  day $30  00 


EDWARD  CLARK, 
Btg»erintendent  Patent  Office  Building. 

Washington,  March  2,  1860. 
Received  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  thirty  dollars,  payment  in 
full,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

SAMUEL  GREGG. 
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Voucher  No.  3,  dated  March  31,  1860. 

United  States  Patent  Office, 

To  Samuel  GBBoa,    Dr. 
1860. 
April  2.  For  27  days'  work  in  cleaning  cases  in  saloon  of  west 

wing  of  Patent  Office  building,  at  $1  26  cents $33  75 


Correct. 

EDWARD  CLARK, 
Superintendent  Fatent  Office  Building. 

Washington,  April  2,  1860. 

Received  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  thirty-three  dollars  and 
Beyenty-five  cents,  payment  in  full,  haying  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

SAMUEL  GREGG. 


36th  Congress,  )  SENATE.  (  Ex.  Doer. 

Ist  Session.     \  [    No.  58. 


LETTER 


FROM  TBI 


POSTMASTER  GENERAL,  AND  OTHER  PAPERS, 


RELATIVE  TO 


Depredations  on  the  mail  in  the  Greenville  district^  South  Carolinaj 
and  the  unfitness  of  the  post  office  building  at  GreenviUe  for  that  pur- 
pose. 


March  22, 1860. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Post  Office  Department, 

January  10,  1860. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  from  you  of  a  *' presentment 
of  the  grand  jury  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  South  Carolina, 
at  Greenville,  in  relation  to  depredations  on  the  mail  in  that  district, 
and  the  unfitness  of  the  post  office  building  at  Greenville  for  that 
purpose." 

This  department  has  been,  from  time  to  time,  within  the  last  few 
months,  advised  of  the  depredations  referred  to,  and  has  used  all  the 
means  at  its  disposal  for  tracing  and  detecting  them ;  but,  as  you  are 
fully  aware,  Congress  failed  at  its  last  session  to  make  the  usual  and 
necessary  appropriation  for  the  service  of  this  department,  and  it  was 
thus  left  without  the  means  of  employing  the  service  of  such  detective 
agents  as  were  necessary  for  the  due  protection  of  the  mails.  I  have, 
however,  recently  withdrawn  one  of  the  most  experienced  and  efficient 
special  agents,  still  in  the  service  of  the  department,  from  pressing 
duties  elsewhere,  and  have  drspatched  him  to  Greenville  district,  ana 
the  routes  leading  thereto,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  several 
cases  of  mail  depredations  which  have  been  reported  to  this  depart- 
ment from  that  section  of  the  country.  He  will  also  be  instructed  to 
inspect  and  report  upon  the  condition  of  the  post  office  building  at 
Greenville,  which  is  presented  by  the  grand  jury  as  unfit  and  unsafe. 
I  think  it  proper  to  state  in  this  connection,  that,  under  the  existing 
regulations  of  this  department,  a  post  office  building  is  not  furnished, 
or  the  rent  of  one  paid,  for  any  office  at  which  extra  commissions 
(above  $2,000  per  annum)  do  not  accrue  to  an  amount  sufficient  t/^ 
cover  such  expense.     It  is^  however,  the  duty  of  tlve  ^q^^xsl^^^rx 
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provide  a  safe,  convenient,  and  suitable  building  for  the  transaction  of 
the  business  of  his  office, 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.HOLT, 
Postmaster  General, 
Hon.  D.  L.  YuLEE, 

Chairman  of  the  Senate  Committee 

on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads, 


Post  Office  Department, 

January  21,  1860. 

Sir:  I  have,  by  direction  of  the  Postmaster  General,  the  honor  to 
inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Thomas  P.  Shallcross,  Esq., 
special  agent  of  this  department,  as  to  the  detection  and  arrest  of 
William  M.  McMahan,  postmaster  of  Lavinda,  Greenville  district, 
South  Carolina,  who  has  committed  numerous  depredations  on  the 
mails  of  the  United  States  within  the  last  year.  This  arrest  does  noi 
account  for  several  large  money  losses  which  have  been  reported  from 
South  Carolina  lately,  and  to  which  the  attention  of  the  agent  is  now 
directed. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  N.  CLEMENTS, 

Chief  Clei*h 
Hon.  D.  L.  Yulee, 

Chairman,  dkc..  United  States  Senate. 


Greenville,  South  Carolina, 

January  15,  1860. 

Sir:  Having  been  informed  by  A.  N.  Zevely,  Esq.,  Third  Assistant 
Postmaster  General,  that  many  packages  of  stamps  and  stamped  en- 
velopes forwarded  from  the  agencies  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia  to 
Fountain  Inn,  Dublin,  Lickville,  &c.,  in  this  district,  had  been  lost 
from  the  mail  on  Thursday,  the  5th  instant,  I  proceeded  to  Philadel- 
phia, and  on  Friday,  the  6th,  with  Jesse  Johnson,  the  stanip  agent, 
there  prepared  four  packages  of  stamps,  one  addressed  to  Fountain 
j  Inn,  one  to  Dublin,  one  to  Lickville,  and  one  to  Fairview,  in  this 

district,  and  had  them  regularly  registered  and  mailed  at  Philadelphia 
for  Richmond,  Virginia,  D.  P.  0.  Mr.  Zevely  also  caused  a  package 
of  500  three-cent  stamped  envelopes  addressed  to  Fountain  Inn  to  be 
forwarded  to  him  from  New  York,  and  had  them  regularly  registered 
and  mailed  at  Washington  for  Richmond,  D.  P.  0.  All  five  of  these 
packages  I  saw  distributed  and  remailed  at  Richmond,  on  the  8th  in- 
stant, by  the  postmaster  there,  and  placed  in  the  pouch,  labelled  to 
Columbia,  South  Carolina,  under  brass  lock.  I  traveled  with  that 
pouch  to  Columbia  and  saw  it  delivered  at  the  post  office  there.     After 
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the  mail  had  been  separated  at  that  office  I  saw  all  five  of  the  packages 
in  the  pouch,  made  up  at  Columbia,  for  distribution  by  the  route  agent 
on  the  Columbia  and  Greenville  railroad  at  Columbia.  I  procured 
the  services  of  a  young  man  who  was  acquainted  with  the  agent  on 
duty,  and,  after  having  given  him  a  description  of  the  packages, 
directed  him  to  get  into  the  mail  car  and  see  what  disposition  the 
route  agent  made  of  them,  without  intimating  the  object  of  his  pre- 
sence, which  he  did.  Some  twenty  miles  above  Columbia,  the  young 
man  came  back  to  the  car  where  I  was  and  told  me  that  he  had  seen 
all  five  of  the  packages  put  by  the  agent  into  the  pouch  made  up  by 
him  for  Greenville.  That  pouch  I  saw  delivered  at  the  post  office 
here.  On  Friday  morning,  the  13th  instant,  at  five  o'clock,  I  opened 
the  pouch  made  up  here  for  the  Laurens  route,  after  it  had  been  de- 
livered to  the  contractor,  and  found  all  five  of  the  packages  there. 
Having  procured  a  conveyance,  I  followed  that  mail,  and  after  passing 
the  first  office  on  the  route,  Lavinda,  I  opened  it  again  and  found  that 
all  five  of  the  packages  were  missing ;  I  returned  and  obtained  a  war- 
rant for  the  arrest  of  the  postmaster  at  Lavinda,  William  M.  McMahan, 
(not  William  C.  McMahon,  as  appears  in  Post  Office  Directory,)  and, 
on  yesterday  morning,  the  14th,  with  the  sheriff  of  this  dListrict, 
arrested  him.  In  a  small  valise  in  his  house  I  found  all  of  the  stamps 
and  stamped  envelopes  which  were  in  the  five  packages  before  referred 
to  ;  and  in  another  place  in  the  house  I  found  675  three-cent  stamped 
envelopes  and  a  few  stamps  and  several  packages  of  letters  mailed  at 
and  destined  for  other  offices,  which  had  been  taken  out  of  the  mail 
on  Friday,  the  day  before. 

McMahan  stood  as  well  as  any  man  in  this  district.  He  owns  a 
good  farm,  well  improved,  with  good  buildings,  and  owns  nine  likely 
negroes,  and  has  money  at  interest. 

His  arrest  has  caused  a  great  deal  of  excitement  in  his  neighborhood, 
and  in  this  town  even,  where  he  was  regarded  by  every  one  who  knew 
him  as  an  honest,  correct  man.  He  is,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  a  respected 
member  of  a  Christian  church. 

I  have  ascertained  where  he  sold  some  fifty  dollars'  worth  of  stamps 
and  envelopes  within  the  last  year.  He  was  examined  before  United 
States  Commissioner  Thurston,  last  evening,  and  committed  to  jail. 
An  application  was  made  for  bail,  which  the  commissioner  intimated 
would  be  granted,  and  the  amount  fixed  on  to-morrow,  Monday. 

This  detection  and  arrest  explains,  I  think,  all  of  the  losses  of  stamps 
and  envelopes  (addressed  to  the  aforementioned  offices)  reported  to 
Mr.  Zevely,  as  all  of  them  would  properly  pass  over  this  route.  The 
stamps  and  envelopes  which  were  used  to  test  the  route  will,  neces- 
sarily, have  to  be  retained  to  be  produced  on  the  trial  of  the  case.  I 
would,  therefore,  respectfully  suggest  that  a  supply  should  be  forwarded 
to  the  offices  heretofore  nam'ed,  as  they  must  be  entirely  out,  not  having 
received  any  for  a  year  or  more. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  P.  SHALLCROSS, 

Special  Agent,  dtc, 

B.  N.  Clements,  Esq.,  Chief  Clerk, 

Post  Office  Department^  TTasMngtou,  D.  C, 
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